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Press Release

Abu Dhabi Art announces the opening of gallery applications for its 
upcoming 14th edition and the selection of Farah Al Qasimi as its 2022

Visual Campaign artist

Abu Dhabi, 11 April 2022: Held under the patronage of HH Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Member of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council and Chairman of Abu Dhabi Executive Office, Abu 
Dhabi Art, an influential platform for the burgeoning MENASA art scene, is welcoming exhibitor applications 
from galleries across the globe for the 14th edition of its annual art fair, taking place this year from the 16th 
to the 20th of November 2022 at Manarat Al Saadiyat.

Following a strong return of sales for the fair after the pandemic in 2021, new and returning galleries are 
invited to submit proposals via the Abu Dhabi Art website for the upcoming edition in 2022. The sectors 
open for exhibitors to apply for include, Modern & Contemporary, which is open to Modern and 
Contemporary galleries who have been operating for at least 7 years; Special Projects, where galleries 
can present solo or two artist presentations, and must have been operating for at least 3 years; and Focus, 
galleries in this sector are invited to participate with specific artists chosen by a guest curator.

Exhibitors will present their artworks at Manarat Al Saadiyat in what is increasingly recognised as a boutique 
curator led fair, connecting with the richly diverse and multi-national audiences including collectors, patrons 
and art enthusiasts who convene around this flagship art event in the city, whilst also exploring the offsite 
projects around the Emirate of Abu Dhabi which comprise part of the wider year-round programming of Abu 
Dhabi Art. The annual art fair held each November is the culmination of Abu Dhabi Art’s year-round visual 
arts programme which includes artist residencies, artist commissions and exhibitions along with strong 
education outreach.

Abu Dhabi Art has also announced the selection of Emirati artist Farah Al Qasimi, who was recently featured 
in The New York Times, as this year’s visual campaign artist. Each year, Abu Dhabi Art selects and 
collaborates with UAE-based artists to create a visual campaign for the fair that closely links to the UAE’s 
cultural and creative ecosystem. The campaign serves the dual purpose of also enabling a wider audience 
to discover the works of the guest artist. Al Qasimi’s recent works challenge the viewer to consider their 
own understanding of reality, aspiration, individuality, and the reflected image.

Dyala Nusseibeh, Director, Abu Dhabi Art, said: “We are delighted to invite galleries to apply for our 14th 
edition this year. The Department of Culture and Tourism Abu Dhabi has signaled a strong commitment to 
bolstering the growth of the Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) in the region and Abu Dhabi Art plays a 
key role for the visual arts in this endeavor through its engagement with galleries, artists, curators, exhibition 
organisers and other arts professionals at the fair. A cornerstone of the arts and culture ecosystem in the 
city, Abu Dhabi Art strives to be a catalyst in its support for artists and for cultural producers of knowledge 
more widely. In this vein, for our Visual Campaign, we’ve selected leading Emirati artist, Farah Al Qasimi 
to work with.”

Commenting on her announcement as the visual campaign artist, Farah Al Qasimi said: “Abu Dhabi is my 
home, and Abu Dhabi Art was one of the first major art events I attended when I moved back home after 
college, so it is great to be chosen for this year’s visual campaign. A lot of my work is about and for the 
Emirates, so I'm happy to be able to share these images in this way.”

This material is distributed by Brunswick Group LLC on behalf of the Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi. Additional 
information is on file with the FARA Registration Unit of the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/11/2022 9:07:20 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/11/2022 9:07:20 AM

art
dnLuiiJIq ril fi* II dpb 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
AND TOURISM

“The images for the campaign are all from very different projects. I'd say that they reflect the range of 
different approaches in my practice, from observing the real world to building still lives and collages in- 
studio. There is also a relationship to performance and gesture,” she added.

Abu Dhabi Art’s visual campaign provides artists a platform to reach new audiences by integrating their 
work into the fair’s communication materials which consist of gallery applications, invitations, outdoor 
marketing.

Farah’s work is currently on show at Abu Dhabi’s Cultural Foundation in an exhibition titled, FarahAI Qasimi: 
General Behaviour, presenting photographic and video-based works from 2012-2021. Her work has been 
featured by Jameel Arts Centre, The Third Line gallery, Art Basel, New York’s Public Art Fund, the Institut 
du Monde Arabe the Lahore Biennale, the National Pavilion UAE - La Biennale di Venezia, Toronto’s 
Cooper Gallery, Sfeir-Semler in Hamburg, the Contemporary Arts Space in St Louis, and was chosen by a 
jury of leading art professionals to be featured in Phaidon’s new art book PRIME: Art’s Next Generation 
which catalogues over 100 leading young artists who are under 40.

Previous UAE-based artists who have participated in the art fair’s annual visual campaign include Ayesha 
Hadhir, Rawdha Khalifa Al Ketbi, Shaikha Fahad Al Ketbi (2021), Ebtisam Abdulaziz (2019), Monira Al 
Qadiri (2018) and Tarek Al-Ghoussein (2017), to name a few.

For more information on exhibitor applications for Abu Dhabi Art 2022, please visit the website: 
.https://www.abudhabiart.ae/home/Art-fair/exhibitors/application. For enquiries, please contact the Exhibitor 
Relations Team via email at Exhibitors@abudhabiart.ae or telephone at +971 2 657 5800.

Abu Dhabi Art will announce more details about the gallery sectors, programmes, curators, and artists in 
the months leading up to the fair.

For more information on the art fair please visit .abudhabiart.ae or follow Abu Dhabi Art on .Facebook, 
Twitter, Jnstagram and .YouTube to access the latest information.

For press enquiries please contact:
Saskia Deliss / Noorhan Barakat 
Brunswick Arts
ABUDHABIART@brunswickqroup.com

Notes to Editors:

About Abu Dhabi Art
Abu Dhabi Art expands beyond the notion of a traditional art fair, in placing strong emphasis on a diverse 
public engagement programme, including art installations and exhibitions, talks and events that take place 
in different locations throughout the year. The culmination of this year-long programme is the Abu Dhabi 
Art event in November, which provides an important sales platform for participating galleries whilst also 
offering these galleries an opportunity to showcase ambitious installations and site-specific works by their 
artists to a wide audience.

About the Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi
The Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) drives the sustainable growth of 
Abu Dhabi’s culture and tourism sectors and its creative industries, fueling economic progress and helping 
to achieve Abu Dhabi’s wider global ambitions. By working in partnership with the organisations that define 
the DCT Abu Dhabi’s position as a leading international destination, DCT Abu Dhabi strives to unite the
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ecosystem around a shared vision of the DCT Abu Dhabi’s potential, coordinate effort and investment, 
deliver innovative solutions, and use the best tools, policies, and systems to support the culture, tourism 
and creative industries.

DCT Abu Dhabi’s vision is defined by the emirate’s people, heritage and landscape. We work to enhance 
Abu Dhabi’s status as a place of authenticity, innovation, and unparalleled experiences, represented by its 
living traditions of hospitality, pioneering initiatives and creative thought.

About Dyala Nusseibeh
Dyala Nusseibeh has been the Director of Abu Dhabi Art since 2016. Having graduated with a BA from 
Cambridge University and an MLitt (with Distinction) from Glasgow University, she spent a year at the 
Cultural Foundation in Abu Dhabi followed by four years at the Saatchi Gallery in London as Head of 
Education. In this capacity she organised annual student shows, the education programme at the gallery 
and a travelling exhibition of works from the Saatchi collection to Ipswich in order to broaden outreach. In 
2013, Nusseibeh became founding Director of Artlntemational Istanbul, managed by leading fair organisers 
Angus Montgomery, a position she held until 2016 when she joined the Department of Culture and Tourism 
- Abu Dhabi.

About Farah Al Qasimi
Working primarily with photography, video and performance, Farah Al Qasimi (b. 1991, Abu Dhabi, United 
Arab Emirates) examines postcolonial structures of power, gender and taste in the Gulf Arab states.

Al Qasimi studied photography and music at Yale University in 2012 and received her MFA from the Yale 
School of Art in 2017. Dividing her time between Dubai and New York, Al Qasimi has integrated her practice 
as a social critique and observation of the layered aspects of each place indirectly. Through her bold and 
vibrant photographs, she explores the unspoken social norms and values embedded in a place, a moment 
or an object. Her thought-provoking images act as an invitation for the viewer to sense the unspoken 
boundaries that govern the scenes which they catch a glimpse of.

In series such as 'Funhouse', Al Qasimi demonstrates her skill with mise-en-scene in photographs that are 
richly detailed, evoking a tromp-l’oeil effect, which are at turns delightful, delirious and disturbing. 
Elsewhere, the artist creates works that confront commonplace notions of figurative photography and 
portraiture. Her recent commission with Public Art Fund, 'Back and Forth Disco1, was on view at 100 bus 
shelters in New York City in 2019-20 and comprised of works offering a distinct representation of a subject 
without allowing the viewer full access to the person, highlighting the unique qualities that determine 
individuality and capturing the diverse essence of New York City.

Selected exhibitions include; Imitation of Life, The Rencontres d'Arles, Arles, France (2021); A Question of 
Taste, Pera Museum, Istanbul, Turkey (2021); Lady Lady, Cooper Cole, Toronto, Canada (2021); 
Funhouse, Helena Anrather Gallery, NY, USA (2020); Back and Forth Disco, Public Art Fund, New York, 
NY, USA (2020); Lahore Biennale, Lahore, Pakistan (2020); Open Arm Sea, Houston Center for 
Photography, Houston, TX, USA (2020); March Projects, Sharjah Art Foundation, Sharjah, UAE (2019); 
Arrival, The Third Line, Dubai, UAE (2019); Age of You, MOCA Toronto, Canada (2019); List Projects: 
Farah Al Qasimi, MIT List Visual Arts Center, Cambridge, MA, USA (2019); Artist's Rooms, Jameel Arts 
Centre, Dubai, UAE (2019); Conversation 7 (with Marcela Pardo Ariza), San Francisco Arts Commission, 
SF, USA (2018); No to the Invasion: Breakdowns and Side Effects, CCS Bard Galleries, New York, USA 
(2017); More Good News, Helena Anrather, New York (2017), and Coming Up Roses, The Third Line, 
Dubai, UAE (2016).
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Al Qasimi has participated in residencies at the Delfina Foundation, London (2017); the Skowhegan School 
of Painting and Sculpture, Maine (2017); and was also awarded the New York NADA Artadia Prize and the 
Aaron Siskind Individual Photographer's Fellowship (2018).
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