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Abu Dhabi Art Announces its 2022 Artist Commissions
in Cultural Sites Programme

Artist Commissions in Cultural Sites programme 2022 artworks
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Notions of what constitutes community are prominent in the commissioned works for the cultural 
sites, a theme that has taken on further depth following the pandemic and global lockdowns.

Dyala Nusseibeh, Director of Abu Dhabi Art, commented: "Artist Commissions in Cultural Sites is 
back this year with new commissioned works, enabling visitors to discover the heritage of the emirate 
hosting the art fair and view first-hand what this year's artists Abdullah Al Saadi, Conrad Shawcross 
and Shilpa Gupta have conceived for Al Ain. We are also delighted to be showing Marinella Senatore's 
work at the entrance to the fair. In diverse ways, these artists invite visitors to reflect on community, 
social participation, language, memory, the human body and finally, light."

Artists Abdullah Al Saadi, Marinella Senatore, Shilpa Gupta and Conrad Shawcross to display 

works in the cultural sites of Al Ain and Manarat Al Saadiyat in Abu Dhabi

The installations will be revealed to the public on 16 November 2022, the first day of the art fair, and 
will remain on view until 22 January 2023. The works are site-specific and thoughtfully placed in 
locations to create a dialogue with their surroundings, bridging the gap between the historic and 

contemporary.

Abdullah Al Saadi's work ranges across painting, drawing, artists' notebooks, the collection and 
systematic categorisation of found objects and the invention of new alphabets. Al Saadi has a great 
affinity with nature and rural life informs his practice, which explores the changing environment as 
well as personal and cultural history. His work, Quipu Alphabet, to be displayed at Al Jahili Fort in Al 
Ain, is inspired by the Incan writing system of the same name. The artwork is composed of a series of 
colourful strings knotted at varying levels which signify different letters of the Arabic alphabet. Once 
decoded, this invented Arabic Quipu system, developed from its Incan predecessor, transmits a 
message to its viewers relating to the pandemic and its aftermath.

Abu Dhabi, UAE, 15 November 2022: Abu Dhabi Art has announced the artists commissioned to 
create new public installations, to be placed in select cultural sites of historical significance across the 
emirate as part of this year's Artist Commissions in Cultural Sites programme. The 2022 commissions 
include new works by Abdullah Al Saadi, Marinella Senatore, Shilpa Gupta and Conrad Shawcross. 
These works will appear in sites across Al Ain and at Manarat Al Saadiyat, the home of Abu Dhabi Art.

Marinella Senatore's Bodies in Alliance is a large-scale metal and LED-light installation whose text and 
iconography are inspired by elements from the artist's cultural background, such as southern Italy's 
traditional "luminarie", which are elaborate light structures in the form of architectural 
elements created for outdoor public celebrations. The titular quote is taken from American 
philosopher Judith Butler and underlines the importance of social assemblies, a notion that she has 
reframed following the pandemic. Bodies in Alliance will be on display at Manarat Al Saadiyat until 20 
November 2022.

Note: For additional photos and high resolution imagery, click here. Please keep checking the link 

for further content as we will be constantly updating it throughout the fair.
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For press enquiries please contact:

Noorhan Barakat / Saskia Deliss

Brunswick Arts

ABUDHABIART@brunswickgroup.com

Notes to Editors

About Artist Commissions in Cultural Sites
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For more information on Abu Dhabi Art 2022 and its year-round programmes, visit abudhabiart.ae 
and follow Abu Dhabi Art on social media: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.

An annual initiative that launched in 2017. Each year, Abu Dhabi Art invites established and well- 
known artists to create site-specific works in cultural sites in Al Ain and the wider Abu Dhabi emirate, 
to activate these sites and draw new audiences to them. The works created by the commissioned 

Patterns of Absence (Bb36D10) - Desert Beacon is a brand-new work by Conrad Shawcross which 
responds to the light, space, and contemplative potency of the desert. To be displayed at Al Ain Oasis, 
the piece has been born out of the artist's optic series the Patterns of Absence, which explores the 
mathematics of interference and the human perception of light. In this series, Shawcross creates 
works that are akin to stained glass windows, and are activated by the sun. The commissioned work 
is composed of two slowly counter-rotating discs, each peppered with over a hundred thousand holes 
carefully arranged across their surfaces. The dappled rays of the sun filter through, creating dynamic, 
constantly shifting patterns.

Artist Commissions in Cultural Sites, previously known as Beyond: Artist Commissions, is part of Abu 
Dhabi Art's year-round programming which provides an accessible platform for visitors to discover 
both the works of new artists and historically significant cultural sites spread across the emirate of 
Abu Dhabi. The programme aims to support the region's arts scene and create dialogues relevant to 
today's audiences by commissioning artists to respond to cultural sites, encouraging them to further 
explore heritage locations in the UAE.

Shilpa Gupta's video artwork StillTheyKnowNotWhatlDream will be on display at Al Ain's Al Jahili Fort, 
taking the form of a double flat board installation which is reminiscent of notice boards at airports 
and railway stations. Gupta works with a range of media including found objects, interactive 
computer-based video installations and performances. Through her work, she strives to 
explore human perception and the transmission of information, visible and invisible, in everyday life. 
The exhibited work replaces dates, times, and locations with phrases related to ideas of desire, 
power, and belonging. The changing text challenges the seeming distinctiveness of physical entities, 
inviting the viewer to question the geographic, social, and economic forces that divide people. The 
work encourages visitors to reassess their identities and relationships in a context devoid of these 
differences, inspired by the collective experience of the pandemic.

The fair's upcoming edition will open to the public at Manarat Al Saadiyat from Wednesday 16 
November to Sunday 20 November 2022, with the commissions on view until 22 January 2023 across 
the emirate.
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Biographies

Dyala Nusseibeh

Marinella Senatore

Abdullah Al Saadi
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Marinella Senatore (Cava de' Tirreni, 1977) pushes her research to the point of redefining her role as 
an artist to become an "activator of processes", giving life to heterogeneous two-dimensional and 
sculptural artistic production characterisedrganizedzed by a variety of languages and techniques: 
medium and large format photographs, pencil and charcoal drawings, acrylics on canvas, collages and 
photo-collages, as well as videos and light installations in both public and private spaces.

artists are revealed during Abu Dhabi Art and remain on show to the public for several months 
afterwards.

Dyala Nusseibeh has been the Director of Abu Dhabi Art since 2016. Having graduated with a BA from 
Cambridge University and an MLitt (with Distinction) from Glasgow University, she spent a year at the 
Cultural Foundation in Abu Dhabi followed by four years at the Saatchi Gallery in London as Head of 
Education. In this capacity she organised annual student shows, the education programme at the 
gallery and a travelling exhibition of works from the Saatchi collection to Ipswich in order to broaden 
outreach. In 2013, Nusseibeh became founding Director of Artinternational Istanbul, managed by 
leading fair organisers Angus Montgomery, a position she held until 2016 when she joined the 
Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi.

These works - with their rose windows and portals - are reminiscent of Baroque architecture. The 
artist draws inspiration from Southern Italy's luminarie, the elaborate light structures that 
traditionally adorn cities and recreate cathedrals, piazzas, and other architectural elements for 
outdoor public celebrations and religious festivities.

Al Saadi's work has been shown in the solo exhibition Al-Toubay, Sharjah Art Foundation (2014), and 
his installation Camar Cande's Journey (2010-2011) was a SAF commission. His work was also 
presented in a number of group exhibitions, including Sharjah Biennial 13 (2017); 1980-Today: 
Exhibitions in the United Arab Emirates, Venice Biennale (2015); Sharjah Biennial 12 (2015); Here and 
Elsewhere, New Museum, New York (2014); Emirati Expressions: Realised, Manarat Al Saadiyat, Abu 
Dhabi (2013); Body Art and Performance in the Gulf Area: 16 Artists, New York University Abu Dhabi 
(2013); Sharjah Biennial 10 (2011); Venice Biennale (2011); ADACH Platform, Venice Biennale, 
(2009); Languages of the Desert, Kunstmuseum Bonn, Germany (2005); Sao Paulo Biennial (2004); 
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Abdullah Al Saadi's work ranges from painting, drawing and the creation of lengthy artists' notebooks 
to the collection and systematic categorisation of found objects and the invention of new alphabets. 
A great affinity with nature and rural life informs his practice, which explores the changing 
environment as well as personal and cultural history.

Senatore has been working with light installations since 2016. Throughout the years, she has 
developed her iconic and monumental luminous site-specific installations, such as those that have 
been installed at the High Line in New York (2018), in Piazza Duomo in Lecce for the presentation of 
Dior's Cruise 2021 collection (2020), in the courtyard of Palazzo Strozzi in Florence (2020), at the 
Berlinische Galerie in Berlin (2021), as well as at the Sao Paulo Biennal (2022).
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He was born in 1967 in Khorfakkan, United Arab Emirates, where he still lives and works.

Shilpa Gupta

Conrad Shawcross

***

About Abu Dhabi Art
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Al Saadi holds a bachelor's degree in English literature from the United Arab Emirates University, Al 
Ain (1993) and studied Japanese painting at Kyoto Seika University, Kyoto, Japan (1994-1996).

Shilpa Gupta (b.1976) lives and works in Mumbai, India where she studied sculpture at the Sir J. J. 
School of Fine Arts from 1992 to 1997.

Abu Dhabi Art expands beyond the notion of a traditional art fair, in placing strong emphasis on a 
diverse public engagement programme, including art installations and exhibitions, talks and events 
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Sharjah Biennial 6 (2003); and The Art of the Five from the United Arab Emirates, Ludwig Forum for 
International Art, Aachen, Germany (2002).

Imbued with an appearance of scientific rationality, Shawcross's RA (b. 1977) often monumental 
sculptures explore subjects that lie on the borders of geometry and philosophy, physics and 
metaphysics.

Inspired by different technologies, the artist's structures may retain in appearance the authority of 
machines — yet their raison d'etre remains elusive, filled with paradox and wonder. Shawcross's art 
dons a cloak of rationality in order to conceal its more poetic heart, asking us to consider how 
limited our perception envelope really is.

Shawcross has completed numerous monumental public commissions across the world, including 
Paradigm (2016) outside the Francis Crick Institute in London, the 50-metre-tall The Optic Cloak 
(2016) in Greenwich, UK, the 18-metre-tall Exploded Paradigm (2018) inside the atrium of the 
Comcast Technology Center in Philadelphia, USA, Schism (2020) at Chateau La Coste in Provence, 
France, and the yet to be installed Manifold (2022) at the future Liverpool Street Entrance to the 
Elizabeth Line in London.

She has had solo shows at Contemporary Arts Center in Cincinnati, Arnolfini in Bristol, OK in Linz, 
Museum Arnhem, Voorlinden Museum and Gardens in Wassenaar, Kiosk in Ghent, Kunstverein 
Bielefeld, La Synagogue de Delme Contemporary Art Center and Lalit Kala Akademi in New Delhi. She 
presented a solo project at 'My East is Your West', a two-person joint India-Pakistan exhibition by the 
Gujral Foundation, in Venice in 2015.

In 2021 she had a survey show at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Antwerp curated by Nav Haq 
and opened solo shows at Barbican in London, Dallas Contemporary and the Neuer Berliner 
Kunstverein in Berlin.

Gupta's work has been shown in leading international institutions and museums such as Tate Modern, 
Museum of Modern Art, Louisiana Museum, Centre Pompidou, Serpentine Gallery, Fondazione 
Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Mori Museum, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, ZKM, Ishara Art 
Foundation, Kiran Nadar Museum and Devi Art Foundation.
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About the Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi

For data handling queries please view our Privacy Policy or contact us at privacyenquiries@brunswicl<group.com with any inquires.
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This material is distributed by Brunswick Group LLC on behalf of the Department of Culture 
and Tourism - Abu Dhabi. Additional information is on file with the FARA Registration Unit of 

the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

DCT Abu Dhabi's vision is defined by the emirate's people, heritage and landscape. We work to 
enhance Abu Dhabi's status as a place of authenticity, innovation, and unparalleled experiences, 
represented by its living traditions of hospitality, pioneering initiatives and creative thought.

If you would rather not receive future communications from Brunswick Group, let us know by clicking here.
Brunswick Group, 16 Lincoln's Inn Fields Holborn,.,. WC2A 3ED United Kingdom

The Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) drives the sustainable growth 
of Abu Dhabi's culture and tourism sectors and its creative industries, fuels economic progress and 
helps achieve Abu Dhabi's wider global ambitions. By working in partnership with the organisations 
that define the emirate's position as a leading international destination, DCT Abu Dhabi strives to 
unite the ecosystem around a shared vision of the emirate's potential, coordinate effort and 
investment, deliver innovative solutions, and use the best tools, policies and systems to support the 
culture and tourism industries.

that take place in different locations throughout the year. The culmination of this year-long 
programme is the Abu Dhabi Art event in November, which provides an important sales platform for 
participating galleries whilst also offering these galleries an opportunity to showcase ambitious 
installations and site-specific works by their artists to a wide audience.


