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DC Attorney Mike Sherwin Says Probe Into Capitol Breach Likely to Continue Through End of 
by Mary F.

Supporters of US President Donald Trump breached the Capitol building in Washington, DC, on 
Wednesday to protest against the certification of the Electoral College vote, which would have 
cemented Joe Biden as the winner of the 2020 presidential election.
Mike Sherwin, the acting US attorney in DC, revealed during a news conference Thursday that 
the investigation into the Capitol breach will likely continue through the end of 2021.
According to reporters, Sherwin stated that the pro-Trump protesters "will be held accountable 
for what was done, both on the Capitol grounds and what happened within the Capitol."
When asked whether the protesters would be charged with rioting or insurrection, Sherwin 
responded: "All of those charges are on the table," adding that prosecutors expect to file at least 
15 federal criminal cases related to the Capitol breach.
The US has charged 55 people with crimes link to the siege of the Capitol, including a man who 
was arrested with a semi-automatic rifle and 11 Molotov cocktails near the building, Bloomberg 
reported.
Other cases include charges related to unlawful entry and assault. One of the rioters charged 
was Mark Leffingwell, who has been accused of attacking an officer at the scene.
Leffingwell “attempted to push past me and other officers,” Capitol Police Officer Daniel 
Amendola said in a statement obtained by Bloomberg. “When he was deterred from advancing 
further into the building, Leffingwell punched me repeatedly with a closed fist. I was struck in the 
helmet that I was wearing and in the chest," Amendola added.
Pro-Trump protesters on Wednesday stormed the Capitol to prevent the certification of the 2020 
election results.
“Yesterday, our nation watched in disbelief as a mob breached the Capitol building and required 
federal and local law enforcement to help restore order,” Acting Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen 
said on Thursday, Bloomberg reported. “The Department of Justice is committed to ensuring 
that those responsible for this attack on our government and the rule of law face the full 
consequences of their actions under the law.”
Congress was scheduled Wednesday to confirm Biden’s victory under the Electoral Count Act 
of 1887. In December, the Electoral College established Biden as the winner of the 2020 
presidential election, giving him a majority of 306 electoral votes to Trump's 232. Congress 
eventually certified Biden's win in the early hours of Thursday morning.
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US DoJ Charges Boeing With 'Conspiracy to Defraud,' Orders $2.5 Billion in Penalties 
by Mary F.

A Boeing 737 Max 8 plane operated by Ethiopian Airlines crashed on March 10, 2019, after 
taking off from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, killing all 157 people on board. On October 29, 2018, a 
Lion Air-operated 737 Max 8 crashed into the Java Sea just minutes after taking off from the 
Indonesian capital of Jakarta. All 189 people on board were killed.
In a criminal information filed Thursday in the Northern District of Texas, the US Department of 
Justice (DoJ) charged Boeing with "conspiracy to defraud the US." As part of a deferred 
prosecution agreement, the airplane manufacturer has been ordered to pay $2.5 billion in 
penalties and compensations following the investigations of the two 737 Max 8 crashes that led 
to the deaths of 346 people.
“The tragic crashes of Lion Air Flight 610 and Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 exposed fraudulent 
and deceptive conduct by employees of one of the world’s leading commercial airplane 
manufacturers,” said Acting Assistant Attorney General David P. Burns of the DoJ's Criminal 
Divisionin a release.
“Boeing’s employees chose the path of profit over candor by concealing material information 
from the FAA [Federal Aviation Administration] concerning the operation of its 737 Max airplane 
and engaging in an effort to cover up their deception. This resolution holds Boeing accountable 
for its employees’ criminal misconduct, addresses the financial impact to Boeing’s airline 
customers, and hopefully provides some measure of compensation to the crash-victims’ families 
and beneficiaries," Burns said.
The total criminal monetary amount of over $2.5 billion includes a criminal monetary payment of 
$243.6 million, compensation payments to airline customers of $1.77 billion and the creation of 
a $500 million in crash-victim beneficiaries fund to "compensate the heirs, relatives and legal 
beneficiaries" of the passengers who died in the 737 Max 8 crashes.
“The misleading statements, half-truths, and omissions communicated by Boeing employees to 
the FAA impeded the government’s ability to ensure the safety of the flying public,” US Attorney 
Erin Nealy Cox for the Northern District of Texas said in the release. “This case sends a clear 
message: The Department of Justice will hold manufacturers like Boeing accountable for 
defrauding regulators - especially in industries where the stakes are this high.”
Boeing has divulged in court documents that two of its 737 Max flight technical pilots deceived 
the FAA's Aircraft Evaluation Group (AEG) about a part of the aircraft known as the 
Maneuvering Characteristics Augmentation System (MCAS).
The MCAS was found to be the cause behind both deadly accidents. Designed to be a safety 
feature, the system is supposed to evaluate sensor data and push the plane’s nose down to 
keep it from stalling in the event that the nose of the plane is too high.
Due to the deception, key documents published by the FAA AEG did not contain sufficient 
information about MCAS.
“We continue to mourn alongside the families, loved ones, and friends of the 346 individuals 
who perished on Lion Air Flight 610 and Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302. The deferred prosecution 
agreement reached today with The Boeing Company is the result of the Office of Inspector 
General’s dedicated work with our law enforcement and prosecutorial partners,” said Special
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Agent in Charge Andrea M. Kropf of the Department of Transportation Office of Inspector 
General Midwestern Region in the release.
“This landmark deferred prosecution agreement will forever serve as a stark reminder of the 
paramount importance of safety in the commercial aviation industry, and that integrity and 
transparency may never be sacrificed for efficiency or profit," Kropf added.
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Biden Taps Marty Walsh for Labor Secretary, Gina Raimondo for Commerce Secretary -
Reports
by Marv F.

President-elect Joe Biden is currently in the process of assembling his advisers and Cabinet 
officials as his January 20 inauguration, which will mark the commencement of a new four-year 
presidential term, draws closer.
Biden this week has selected Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo to serve as secretary of 
commerce, multiple outlets, including Politico, reported.
Raimondo, a former venture capitalist who worked at a fund backed by Bain Capital, 
spearheaded her own venture firm in Rhode Island, Point Judith Capital, before she was elected 
the state's general treasurer in 2011.
She was elected as the governor of Rhode Island in 2014, becoming the first woman to hold the 
position. According to the New York Times, as Rhode Island governor, Raimondo introduced 
training programs, slashed taxes and removed regulations to help support businesses. She also 
served as head of the Democratic Governors Association in 2019.
If approved by the Senate, Raimondo will be responsible for a diverse department that manages 
weather forecasts, ocean fisheries and international product standards, among other 
responsibilities.
According to multiple sources, Biden has also tapped Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, a former top 
union leader, to serve as his labor secretary.
Other contenders for the position included Rep. Andy Levin (D-MI), former Deputy Labor 
Secretary Seth Harris, California Labor Secretary Julie Su and American Federation of Labor 
and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) Chief Economist Bill Spriggs, Politico 
reported.
Walsh and Biden have “strong personal ties,” according to Politico, with Biden speaking at the 
mayor’s 2017 inauguration.
“He’s a friend and knows Joe: They’ve worked together on numerous occasions,” AFL-CIO 
President Richard Trumka told Politico in November. “They have the relationship I think is 
necessary.”
However, the decision to nominate Walsh will likely be a disappointment to Asian American and 
Pacific Islander (AAPI) lawmakers, who have encouraged Biden to choose an Asian American 
for a secretary-level position in his Cabinet.
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Biden has selected two Asian American women for his Cabinet: Neera Tanden who is of Indian 
descent, as director of the Office of Management and Budget; and Katherine Tai, the daughter 
of Taiwanese immigrants, as US trade representative. However, neither of those positions is at 
the secretary level.
US lawmakers have repeatedly called on Biden to build an inclusive government, with the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC) pointing out that the Biden 
administration could be the first one since President Bill Clinton’s in which AAPIs do not have a 
secretary role in the Cabinet.
“AAPIs are the fastest-growing racial population in the country and came out in record numbers 
to elect Joe Biden to be our next President of the United States. And yet, for the first time in 
over two decades, we are facing the possibility that there might not be a single AAPI Cabinet 
Secretary in a presidential administration. Let us be clear: that outcome is unacceptable,” 
CAPAC said in a statement last month.
In addition to Tanden and Tai, Biden has selected Sen. Kamala Harris (D-CA), whose mother 
emigrated from India, as his vice president. Other Cabinet nominations of people of color 
include Xavier Becerra for health and human services secretary, Cecilia Rouse for chair of the 
Council of Economic Advisers, Linda Thomas-Greenfield for United Nations ambassador and 
Alejandro Mayorkas for homeland security secretary.
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Beijing’s Xinhua News Uses ‘Violent Protests’ in DC to Teach Readers Chinese ‘Catchword of 
the Day’
by Morgan Artvukhina

China’s Xinhua News Agency took a swing at the US’ pride on Thursday, offering a helpful 
Chinese translation of a phrase relevant to recent events: the violent storming of the US Capitol 
building by supporters of US President Donald Trump.
Xinhua’s “catchword of the day” section on its news app is typically mundane items likely to be 
encountered in current news: past days’ words have been terms like “Yangtze River Economic 
Belt,” “Lesser Cold,” and “China-Europe freight trains.” However, Thursday’s was a bit more 
explosive and was given some extra attention on the state-owned news and wire service’s 
Twitter account: the phrase was “violent protests.”
The post’s image notes the translation is H;£j tfHE, or “baoli shiwei.”
“One was shot and killed, the other three died because of medical emergencies amid the violent 
protests at the Capitol,” the post’s image text continues. The tweet invites readers to comment 
on the post with their best translation of the sentence into Chinese and notes the best 
approximation will be posted in the "Catchword of the Day" section on the Xinhua News App on 
Friday.
A second helpful Chinese phrase is offered below: “four people die amid violence at US Capitol 
- Police.”
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The day prior in Washington, DC, witnessed an unprecedented scene as violent supporters of 
Trump forced their wav past police officers and stormed the US national legislature intending to 
halt the certification of Electoral College votes for the US presidency. At a speech earlier in the 
day, Trump told thousands of his followers that US President-elect Joe Biden had been 
fraudulently awarded his victory in the November 2020 election - a mantra he has repeated 
since the ballots were cast and which he had claimed would happen for months before.
During the ensuing conflagration, protesters faced off with Capitol security officers in the halls of 
the legislature, one of whom was filmed discharging his service pistol at a female protester 
attempting to batter through a doorway. The bullet struck her neck, and she died several hours 
later. Three other people also died in the Capitol during the event, all due to medical 
emergencies.
The protesters succeeded at gaining entry to the Senate chamber, but the ballot boxes had 
already been evacuated, and after police cleared and secured the Capitol building, lawmakers 
reconvened and certified the results, with Biden as the winner.
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‘Unrelenting Attack On Democracy’: Biden Slams Capitol Rioters as 'Domestic Terrorists' 
by Morgan Artvukhina

Critics of the Wednesday events in Washington, DC, have noted the similarities to events in 
other countries often caused by US intervention after their governments refuse to follow US 
diktats.
"They weren’t protesters. Don’t dare call them protesters," US President-elect Joe Biden said, 
speaking from his transition headquarters in Wilmington, Delaware. "They were a riotous mob, 
insurrectionists, domestic terrorists. It’s that basic. It’s that simple."
"I wish we could say we couldn't see it coming, but that isn't true," Biden continued, noting US 
President Donald Trump had spent his entire presidency "making his contempt for our 
democracy, our Constitution, the rule of law clear in everything he has done."
Biden called the incident an "all-out attack" on US democratic institutions such as the free press 
and US intelligence services.
The forthcoming US president's choice of words reflected the language of headlines around the 
globe on Thursday, which splashed words like "insurrection" and "coup attempt" across 
newspaper front pages.
The Wednesday uprising in Washington, DC, saw hundreds of Trump supporters storm the 
Capitol, smashing and looting the national legislature building in a bid to halt the certification of 
US Electoral College results that selected Biden as the next president, not Trump. Trump has 
claimed the November 2020 election was stolen by coordinated acts of fraud, tipping the ballot 
counts in Biden's favor, although subsequent probes and lengthy recountings of the ballots by 
hand ultimately yielded the same result as before.
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As violent events unfolded at the US Capitol building, Biden tweeted, "America is so much 
better than what we’re seeing today," urging incumbent President Trump to call on protesters to 
leave the US Capitol via a televised address.
Lawmakers have since moved to impeach Trump for spurring the insurrectionists into action, 
and senior lawmakers and administration officials have openly discussed attempting to invoke 
the 25 Amendmentto remove him from power.
Former Attorney General William Barr slammed President Trump, describing the events as a 
“betrayal of his office and supporters”.
A former US vice president and US senator, Biden ran against Trump on the Democratic ticket 
in the November 2020 election. His campaign was dogged by scandals involving his family's 
business dealings as well challenges of his ability to govern effectively, given his age of 78 
years and perceived declining mental abilities by critics.
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Who Took Part in ‘Stop the Steal’ US Capitol Storming? Lawmakers, Far-Right Figures IDed in 
Footage
by Morgan Artvukhina

Several dozen people have been arrested by Washington, DC, police in the hours after the 
storming of the US Capitol building on Wednesday, and federal investigators say their probe of 
the chaos is likely to last the rest of 2021.
Among the ample film footage taken at the US Capitol storming on Wednesday, several political 
figures have been identified, including known alt-right leaders, online politicos and even several 
state legislators.
‘QAnon Shaman’ Jake Angeli
Perhaps no single demonstrator at the event has acquired more press attention than Jake 
Angeli, who appeared shirtless in an eye-grabbing “Viking” outfit of animal furs and body paint 
The 32-year-old Arizona resident is a well-known figure in the QAnon conspiracy theory 
movement, where he’s referred to as the “QAnon Shaman,” according to the Arizona Republic. 
At first, accusations swirled online that Angeli, his identity unknown, was actually an Antifa 
agent provocateur. However, others who knew of him and his politics quickly stepped in to set 
the record straight.
He has appeared in similar garb at a number of protests during Trump’s presidency. At one 
protest in May, Arizona Republic reporter Brieanna Frank got an interview with Angeli, which 
she reposted on Wednesday, confirming Angeli’s identity.
QAnon adherents maintain that Trump is waging a secret war against a deep state cabal of 
Satan-worshippers that maintains a global child sex-trafficking network. It’s unclear where the 
claims began, but it’s likely they originated on anonymous internet image board 4chan in 2017.

Heimbach was instrumental in organizing and promoting the “Unite the Right” rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, in August 2017 that brought together more than a thousand members of
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various white supremacist, white nationalist and neo-Nazi groups and which saw 
counter-protester Heather Hever murdered by one of the attendees using his car. However, his 
group disbanded the following year amid personal intrigues between members of its leadership, 
including Heimbach.
The man with the large beard between them is reportedly Jason Tankersley, a member of 
Maryland State Skinheads, another white supremacist group.
Far-Right Online Streamer Baked Alaska
One person who not just admitted to participating in the insurrection but actually reveled in it 
was Tim Gionet, better known as the white nationalist internet personality Baked Alaska.
Gionet streamed the entire event on the blockchain service DLive and is seen at one point 
attempting to call US President Donald Trump from inside a lawmaker’s office.
Gionet is categorized as a white nationalist by the Southern Poverty Law Center for his 
anti-Semitic views that include Holocaust denial. He also participated in the August 2017 “Unite 
the Right” rally in Charlottesville. His YouTube channel was banned in October 2020 after he 
filmed himself committing crimes and harassing people for wearing facemasks.
Incidentally, while Gionet is seen maskless among the throngs of rioters inside the Capitol on 
the livestream, he admitted on his stream just two days earlier that he had tested positive for 
COVID-19.
Proud Boys ‘Incognito’?
However, not seen much at the protests in an unusual display of invisibility were the Proud 
Boys. Leader Enrique Tarrio was arrested and banned from Washington, DC, in the days before 
the January 6 insurrection in connection with an attack on several Black churches in DC that he 
admitted to perpetrating.
Prior to the notoriously violent group’s arrival, Tarrio said the group would appear “incognito” at 
the protest instead of in their typical uniform of Fred Perry’s polo shirts and personal effects 
stamped with their laurel wreath emblem.
“The ProudBoys will turn out in record numbers on Jan 6th but this time with a twist... We will 
not be wearing our traditional Black and Yellow. We will be incognito and we will spread across 
downtown DC in smaller teams. And who knows....we might dress in all BLACK for the 
occasion", Tarrio wrote last week on Parler. a social media network that has become popular 
with far-right figures.
Despite his claims, Proud Boys nonetheless appeared in their standard garb outside the Capitol, 
where they were filmed in a fight with unknown persons as they unleashed a hail of paintball 
rounds.
National Socialist Club 131
Another hate group that joined the insurrection was the National Socialist Club (NSC) 131, a 
small but violent neo-Nazi group with chapters in several countries.
One image posted on Telegram with the timestamp 4:10 p.m. on January 6 shows someone 
holding up a business card with the group’s logo on it and the message “the US Capitol building 
is now a 131 zone.”
State Lawmakers
In addition to the slew of alt-right personalities, at least six Republican state legislators from 
across the US participated in the storming of the Capitol on Wednesday.
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One lawmaker, West Virginia Delegate Derrick Evans, was only elected in November and has 
not even been sworn into office yet. Evans posted a video of himself entering the building on 
Wednesday before deleting it. However, copies are still circulating on Twitter.
“We’re in, baby!” Evans can be heard yelling in the video, which shows dozens of people forcing 
the doors of the Capitol open with their body weight. Evans is now facing calls for his 
resignation back home, with more than 33,000 people signing a petition demanding he step 
down.
“I want to assure you all that I did not have any negative interactions with law enforcement nor 
did I participate in any destruction that may have occurred,” Evans told West Virginia Metro 
News, describing himself as “an independent member of the media to film history.”
Other state lawmakers who joined the insurrection included Tennessee state Rep. Terri Lynn 
Weaver, who told the Tennessean she was “in the thick of it” but denied any violence taking 
place. “Just a whole heck of a lot of patriots here,” she told the outlet, calling it “an epic and 
historic day.”
Another was Virginia gubernatorial candidate and state Sen. Amanda Chase, who similarly 
denied violence taking place, according to the Henrico Citizen, which noted she later referred to 
having several people “on the ground.” She also spoke at the event. Last month, she called for 
Trump to declare martial law to overturn the results of the November election.
Michigan state Rep. Matt Maddock organized busloads of protesters going to the event and 
himself spoke at it. It’s unclear if he participated in the storming of the Capitol, but his wife, 
Meshawn, a prominent Republican leader in Michigan, reportedly posted a video to Instagram 
urging the protesters to “march on the Capitol and drag these people out of power,” according to 
the Detroit Free Press.
Several other state lawmakers attended the protests and spoke, but don’t seem to have 
participated in the storming of the Capitol. One, Pennsylvania state Sen. Doug Mastriano, said 
he found the violence “repugnant, disgusting and threatening,” according to Harrisburg ABC 
affiliate WHTM, which noted he nonetheless faces calls for resignation back home.
Renewed Calls for Trump’s Removal
The insurrection began on Wednesday after Trump addressed thousands of his followers at a 
“Stop the Steal” event outside the White House. Trump has maintained US President-elect Joe 
Biden’s November 2020 election victory was fraudulently engineered and he has rejected the 
outcome, as well as the numerous recounts and certifications of the results that continue to 
show him as the loser of the race.
We will never give up, we will never concede,” Trump told the crowd. “We will stop the steal!” 
The protesters then proceeded down the National Mall to the US Capitol, where federal 
lawmakers were meeting to give the final certification of the Electoral College votes identifying 
Blden as the winner. After skirmishing with police, some officers seemingly let the protesters 
into the Capitol, which they proceeded to ransack. However, the Electoral College ballots were 
secured, and after the insurrectionists were evicted, lawmakers reconvened and finished the 
certification.
Four people died in the event: one woman was shot by a Capitol security guard and died of her 
wounds, while three others suffered medical emergencies.
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US Capitol Police Chief Resigns in Wake of Riots That Ransacked Legislature 
by Morgan Artvukhina

US Capitol Police Chief Steven Sund tendered his resignation on Thursday, effective January 
16. His departure comes in the wake of his force's failure to halt the penetration of the US 
Capitol building by riotous supporters of US President Donald Trump, who ransacked the 
legislative building.
Sund's resignation comes after calls for leading security officials at the Capitol to step down by 
senior lawmakers, including House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY).
"If Senate Sergeant Arms [Michael] Stenger hasn't vacated the position by then, I will fire him as 
soon as Democrats have a majority in the Senate," Schumer told Politico on Thursday.
The day prior, the lawmakers had been forced to seek emergency shelter after throngs of 
Trump supporters stormed the Capitol building in an attempt to halt the certification of Electoral 
College votes for US president. Trump, who has rejected the official counts as fraudulent 
because he lost, urged his supporters at a rally earlier on Wednesday to take action. While they 
only succeeded in stalling the verification process, they destroyed a great deal of property in the 
200-year-old building, and four people died - one of them by a Capitol Police officer's pistol.
The officer who shot the female protester has been suspended, pending an investigation of the 
incident. Media reported that a Capitol Police officer who sustained significant injuries during the 
riot succumbed to their injuries on Thursday evening, but the information was dismissed by DC 
Police later.
“The violent attack on the US Capitol was unlike any I have ever experienced in my 30 years in 
law enforcement here in Washington, DC,” Sund said in a Thursday statement. “But make no 
mistake - these mass riots were not First Amendment activities; they were criminal riotous 
behavior.”
"They were determined to enter into the Capitol Building by causing great damage," he added. 
However, deeper questions remain, such as how the insurrectionists gained access to the 
building, which has several layers of security. Sputnik reported several instances that seemed to 
indicate cooperation between Capitol Police and the rioters by way of opening barricades and 
even taking selfies together inside lawmakers' offices. However, at other times Capitol Police 
met the Trump supporters with pepper spray, tear gas and flash-bang grenades.
The Associated Press also reported Thursday that Capitol Police had declined multiple offers 
from the National Guard to reinforce security outside the legislature in the days leading up to the 
insurrection.
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‘Worst Mistake of My Life’: Former Lawmaker Regrets Endorsing Sen. Hawley After US Capitol 
Riot
by Morgan Artvukhina

US federal lawmakers have begun several processes aimed at removing US President Donald 
Trump from office in the wake of a Wednesday insurrection in which his supporters stormed and 
looted the US Capitol building.
After being accused of helping to incite the insurrection, Sen. Josh Hawley (R-MO) has lost the 
support of former Sen. John Danforth, a political kingmaker in conservative Missouri politics 
whose endorsement helped the young politician into Congress’ upper house.
“Supporting Josh and trying so hard to get him elected to the Senate was the worst mistake I 
ever made in my life,” said Danforth, who endorsed Hawley’s 2016 House and 2018 Senate 
runs, in an interview with St. Louis Today.
“Yesterday was the physical culmination of the long attempt (by Hawley and others) to foment a 
lack of public confidence in our democratic system. It is very dangerous to America to continue 
pushing this idea that government doesn’t work and that voting was fraudulent,” Danforth 
added.
On December 30. Hawley said he intended to object to the election results presented to 
Congress for certification to “raise the critical issues” that “that some states, particularly 
Pennsylvania, failed to follow their own state election laws” and “the unprecedented effort of 
mega corporations, including Facebook and Twitter, to interfere in this election, in support of 
Joe Biden.”
There was little chance the plan would work: only a handful of Republicans ever supported the 
initiative, none of whom are leading figures.
The certification was the final step in making official US President-elect Joe Biden’s election 
victory. Trump has claimed the results were fraudulent and manipulated to deprive him of a 
victory and urged his followers to halt the process in a speech immediately prior to their 
storming of the Capitol on Wednesday. Four people died in the uprising, one of whom was shot 
by a Capitol security officer while attempting to break through a barricaded door.
Earlier this week, Danforth was asked his opinion about Hawley’s plan: he called it “radical” and 
a “highly destructive attack on our constitutional government,” according to KSDK.
Danforth’s renunciation of his Hawley support comes amid strong criticisms of the senator’s 
decision to challenge the election results during their January 6 certification in Congress, which 
the insurrectionists stormed the Capitol in a bid to halt.
After Hawley was photographed giving a raised fist to the rioters outside the Capitol, former 
head of the Republican National Committee Michael Steele blasted the image as one “we will all 
remember from what we’ve witnessed today,” saying it was truly Trump’s “symbol of this 
sedition.”
Similarly, Sen. Tom Cotton (R-AK), a close confidant of Trump’s, attacked “some senators” who 
“for political gain, misled supporters about their ability to challenge the election results” during a 
Thursday appearance on Fox News. He urged Republicans to unite around countering what he 
called “the Democrats’ radical agenda.”
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'Entirely Avoidable': Transportation Sec. Elaine Chao Resigns From Trump Cabinet Over 
Capitol Riots 
by Evan Craighead

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Intelligence and Security John Costello, White 
House Deputy Press Secretary Sarah Matthews, US Special Envoy to Northern Ireland Mick 
Mulvaney and other administration officials have announced, or are anticipated to reveal, their 
resignations over the election-related riots that took place Wednesday.
US Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao on Thursday became the first member of US 
President Donald Trump's Cabinet to resign in the wake of presidential election protests that 
triggered a congressional lockdown and curfews in Washington, DC, and surrounding 
jurisdictions.
"Yesterday, our country experienced a traumatic and entirely avoidable event as supporters of 
the president stormed the Capitol building following a rally he addressed," Chao asserted in a 
Thursday afternoon announcement.
"Today, I am announcing my resignation as US Secretary of Transportation, to take effect on 
Monday, January 11, 2020," the statement read. "We will help my announced successor Mayor 
Pete Buttiqiea. with taking on the responsibility of running this wonderful department."
Chao, married to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), was appointed as head of 
the US Department of Transportation on January 30, 2017. Her decades-long marriage to 
McConnell has remained a hot topic throughout her tenure, as well as when she served as 
secretary of labor under President George W. Bush from 2001 to 2009.
As recently as May. Chao and McConnell were taken to task by Democratic congressmen 
following Trump's firing of Mitch Behm, a 17-year veteran with the Transportation Department's 
Office of Inspector General who was overseeing a probe into alleged ethics violations 
"Mr. Behm's removal is the latest in a series of politically motivated firings of Inspectors General 
by President Trump," Chao was told by House Oversight Chair Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), 
Transportation Chair Peter DeFazio (D-OR) and Rep. Gerald Connolly (D-VA). “This assault on 
the integrity and independence of Inspectors General appears to be an intentional campaign to 
undermine their ability to expose corruption and protect taxpayer dollars from waste, fraud, and 
abuse."
A flurry of Trump administration resignations has been announced and reported on following the 
January 6 protests, which came as a response to the congressional joint session's anticipated 
certification of Electoral College votes in favor of US President-elect Joe Biden.
Chao is the first Cabinet member to announce her post-riot resignation, however, other 
administration officials, including Mulvanev and Costello, have issued statements proclaiming 
they will also be quitting with just days left in Trump's presidency.
"The president has long disregarded and diminished the rule of law and the constitution. 
Yesterday, that culminated in violent sedition against the US Congress for the purposes of 
overturning a legally recognized and valid election," Costello wrote in his January 7 statement.
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Both legislative chambers were ordered into lockdown shortly after bipartisan representatives 
initiated a debate on Biden's narrow 10,457-ballot victory over Trump in Arizona, a state that 
has historically leaned more toward Republicans.
Speaking of his supporters on Wednesday, the outgoing US president argued that those 
protesting the Electoral College vote were "great patriots who have been badly and unfairly 
treated for so long."
At the same time, Trump's private Twitter account urged demonstrators "to remain peaceful," 
refrain from violence and remember the GOP is the self-proclaimed "Party of Law & Order."
It would not be until Thursday morning that Congress announced its finalized certification of 
Biden's 2020 election victory.
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RSVP? Pence's Press Sec Says VP Never Received Formal Invite to Biden Inauguration 
by Evan Craighead

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY) on Thursday called for 
US Vice President Mike Pence to invoke the US Constitution's 25th Amendment, which permits 
the VP to declare a sitting president unfit for office. Under the provision, Congress can also 
remove the president from office, granting presidential powers to the VP.
Citing three sources close to the outgoing US vice president, Politico reported Thursday 
afternoon that Pence will attend the inauguration of US President-elect Joe Biden on January 
20, despite continued fallout regarding the Wednesday riots on Capitol Hill.
“It was a much more difficult decision days ago, but less difficult now,” an unnamed source told 
the outlet, speaking of the unrest in Washington. DC. that resulted in at least 60 arrests and four 
deaths on January 6.
Devin O’Malley, Pence's press secretary, took to Twitter soon after the report was published to 
address the reported RSVP to the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies' 
event.
"You can’t attend something you haven’t received an invitation to...." O'Malley quipped. 
O'Malley's sassy statement was quickly confirmed as fact by inaugural committee spokesperson 
Paige Waltz. However, Pence's lack of an invitation was not due to or the product of committee 
oversight.
“The president and vice president are never formally invited,” Waltz explained. “We have not 
been told by the president or vice president whether they will be there.”
The outgoing US president and vice president have historically been casually invited to the 
inauguration via staff discussion, according to Waltz.
While US President Donald Trump did urge his Twitter followers to "stay peaceful" and refrain 
from "violence" on Wednesday, acting Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf pressed the 
president to take his rebuke a step further.
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"I implore the president and all elected officials to strongly condemn the violence that took place 
yesterday," Wolf said in a statement Thursday. "After a challenging and saddening 2020, it’s 
time for every American to respect each other and the rule of law in 2021 
Within the days and hours leading up to the joint congressional session, Trump repeatedly 
slammed Pence via social media, erroneously claiming that the vice president possesses the 
authority to overturn US election results.
"Mike Pence didn't have the courage to do what should have been done to protect our Country 
[sic] and our Constitution, giving States a chance to certify a corrected set of facts, not the 
fraudulent or inaccurate ones which they were asked to previously certify. USA demands the 
truth!" Trump said in a Wednesday post that was removed by Twitter.
Meanwhile, social media giants Twitter, Facebook and YouTube took an unprecedented 
approach toward election-related content believed to incite violence.
While the platforms, including Facebook-owned Instagram, have traditionally taken a more 
laissez-faire approach to the US president's social media posts, posts authored by Trump on 
January 6 were promptly flagged for inciting violence, removed and/or logged by administrators. 
After removing three separate tweets from the platform, Twitter Support announced that it would 
be indefinitely banning the US president's personal account until he completely removes the 
inciteful tweets in question.
Facebook and Instagram followed suit on Thursday and indefinitely banned 45.
“Given the exceptional circumstances, and the fact that the President has decided to condone 
rather than condemn yesterday’s violence at the Capital, we are extending the block we have 
placed on his accounts indefinitely and for at least the next two weeks," Instagram head Adam 
Mosseri said in a tweeted statement.
According to a recent CNN report. pro-Trump rioters were overheard shouting "where's Mike 
Pence" while storming the US Capitol. The vice president, wife Karen Pence, daughter Charlotte 
and brother Rep. Greg Pence (R-IN) were reportedly frightened by the chants, as all four were 
in attendance for the certification session.
Despite the Pence family's proximity to the chaos, Trump and his top aides appeared as if they 
could not be bothered to check in on Pence and his family's safety, according to an unnamed 

source.
"Was he concerned at all that an angry mob that he commanded to march on the Capitol might 
injure the vice president or his family?" the individual posed to CNN.
“We condemn the violence that took place here in the strongest possible terms ... To those who 
wreaked havoc in our Capitol today: you did not win. Violence never wins,” Pence proclaimed 
Wednesday night, hours before Congress moved to certify Biden's Electoral College victory.
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‘Completely Wrong’: Boris Johnson Says Donald Trump Encouraged People to Storm US 
Capitol
by Gabv Arancibia
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Thousands of US President Donald Trump's supporters stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday, 
shocking much of the nation and leadership abroad. The riots were no doubt emboldened by 
Trump's remarks that his second term was stolen through widespread voter fraud, claims that 
have no supporting evidence.
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Thursday condemned the events that unfolded in 
Washington, DC, stating that Trump's comments since the US election, which the president 
reiterated during the "Stop the Steal" rally, only helped to encourage rioters' behavior.
"As far as he encouraged people to storm the Capitol and so far as the president has 
consistently cast doubt on the free and fair election, I think that what the president has been 
saying about that is completely wrong." Johnson said.
The prime minster added that he was "very pleased" that US President-elect Joe Biden was 
confirmed by congressional lawmakers despite the day's earlier developments.
"Democracy has prevailed," he said.
Johnson's latest remarks reiterate the condemnation he voiced moments after news emerged of 
Trump supporters storming the Capitol. The official previously stressed that the events were 
"disgraceful," and that it was "vital that there should be a peaceful and orderly transfer of 
power."
Wednesday's mob attack on the US Capitol resulted in the death of at least four Trump 
supporters, including a woman who was shot inside the federal building. Initial arrest figures 
indicated that at least 13 arrests were made; however, the latest counts suggest nearly 70 
suspected rioters have since been arrested.
Although the rioters managed to temporarily halt the certification of the Electoral College results, 
lawmakers managed to successfully confirm the recount early Thursday.
At present, Trump has yet to condemn the actions taken by his supporters. Frustrated 
lawmakers, including Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY). have called for Trump to 
be removed from office by invoking the 25th Amendment.
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US House's Sergeant-at-Arms Resigns in Light of Massive Capitol Security Breach 
by Gabv Arancibia

Earlier, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) indicated that he would fire Michael 
Stenger, the Senate sergeant-at-arms, over the security failures that allowed hundreds to storm 
the Capitol.
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) announced Thursday that Paul Irving, the House of 
Representatives' sergeant-at-arms, intends to resign from his post in light of the mob of Trump 
supporters who breached security barriers and temporarily overtook the US Capitol on 
Wednesday.
Speaking to reporters, the California lawmaker also took the time to call on US Capitol Police 
Chief Steven Sund to resign. She noted that Sund "hasn't even called us since this happened." 
Citing a spokesperson, Politico reported that Sund has no intention to step down from his post.
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However, Sund and Irving aren't the only officials coming under fire for the security failures 
witnessed on Wednesday, as Schumer is also calling on the Senate's sergeant-at-arms to step 
down.
In a statement to Politico, the Senate minority leader said that "if Senate Sergeant-at-Arms 
Stenger hasn't vacated the position by then, I will fire him as soon as Democrats have a majority 
in the Senate."
The House and Senate sergeants-at-arms are responsible for the security measures imposed to 
protect the two legislative chambers at the US Capitol. Irving has served in the role since 2012, 
whereas Stenger has held his position since 2018.
Lawmakers have vowed to launch an investigation into the Wednesday riots, specifically 
regarding how law enforcement officials handled the security breach. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) noted earlier that a "painstaking investigation and thorough review" 
were needed in order to determine how the "massive failure of institutions, protocols, and 
planning that are supposed to protect the first branch of our federal government" unfolded.
The Capitol siege has so far resulted in the arrest of nearly 70 individuals, some of whom are 
expected to be charged on Thursday, according to acting US Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen. 
It's unclear what charges will be filed.
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‘Seditious Act’: Pelosi Calls for Invoking 25th Amendment to Remove Trump From Office 
by Gaby Arancibia

Since the start of the US Capitol takeover by supporters of US President Donald Trump, several 
lawmakers have voiced their intentions to either begin drawing up impeachment articles or 
called on leadership to invoke the 25th Amendment so as to remove the commander-in-chief 
from office for inciting the deadly Wednesday riots.
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) announced on Thursday that she would be joining 
fellow colleagues in calling for Trump’s immediate removal from the Oval Office through the 25th 
Amendment.
The California lawmaker condemned Trump for inciting an “armed insurrection against 
America,” stressing that the president committed a “seditious act.”
“In calling for this seditious act, the president has committed an unspeakable assault on our 
nation and our people,” Pelosi told reporters. “I join the Senate Democratic Leader [Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY)] in calling on the vice president to remove this president by immediately 
invoking the 25th Amendment.”
“If the vice president and Cabinet do not act, Congress may be prepared to move forward with 
impeachment - that is the overwhelming sentiment of my caucus and the American people,” she 
continued.
“Justice will be done to those who carried out these acts, which were acts of sedition and acts of 
cowardice. To those whose purpose was to deter our responsibility, you have failed.”
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Pelosi's announcement comes after Schumer became the highest-ranking lawmaker to throw 
his support behind invoking the amendment to remove Trump. Similar to Pelosi’s remarks, 
Schumer also indicated that if US Vice President Mike Pence failed to take up the procedure, 
officials would start impeachment proceedings for a second time.
While many have moved to support the idea of invoking the amendment, not all have been as 
supportive as Pelosi or Schumer. In fact, Trump ally Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) has 
suggested that such a move is not “appropriate at this point,” considering the president has less 
than two weeks before leaving office.
“I'm looking for a peaceful transfer of power," he said, before also acknowledging Trump’s 
legacy was “tarnished” by the events that took place at the Capitol. Graham also indicated he 
had no regrets about supporting Trump during his presidency, despite being one of his biggest 
critics during the 2016 campaign.
Under the 25th Amendment, both the vice president and a majority of Trump’s Cabinet 
members would need to agree that the president is unfit for office. In the event that Trump 
moves to dispute the outcome, two-thirds of both the House and Senate chambers would need 
to vote in favor of choosing Pence as acting president.
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‘Some’ Rioters Will Face Charges Thursday Amid Probe Into Capitol Siege - Acting US Attorney 
General
by Gaby Arancibia

Shocking events on Wednesday saw hundreds of US President Donald Trump’s supporters 
storm the US Capitol as congressional lawmakers worked to certify the results of the heated 
2020 presidential election. The latest reports suggest nearly 70 have been arrested since the 
events.
Acting US Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen recently announced that “some” of the individuals 
arrested over their involvement in the riots that overtook the nation’s capital would be charged 
on Thursday.
The newly installed official also indicated that as charges are issued, the US Department of 
Justice “will continue to methodically assess evidence, charge crimes and make arrests in the 
coming days and weeks to ensure that those responsible are held accountable under the law.” 
“Yesterday, our nation watched in disbelief as a mob breached the Capitol building and required 
federal and local law enforcement to help restore order,” reads the statement. Rosen also noted 
that a joint effort by the US Capitol Police, FBI, ATF and DC's Metropolitan Police Department 
(MPD) to gather evidence and identify perpetrators is ongoing.
Similarly, FBI Director Christopher Wray vowed to track down rioters, such as “violent agitators 
and extremists who use the guise of First Amendment-protected activity to incite violence and 
wreak havoc.”
Agencies are calling on the public to help provide tips and video footage to track down 
perpetrators.
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MPD Chief Robert Contee informed reporters that a total of 68 rioters were arrestedfrom 
Wednesday into early Thursday, with only one of the individuals being a resident of the District 
of Columbia. A total of 60 arrestees were identified as adult males, while the remaining eight 
were adult females.
It’s presently unclear what specific charges the individuals will face; however, reports have 
speculated that charges may include rioting, assault, destruction of government property, 
trespassing or disrupting congressional operations.
The unlawful events that unfolded on Wednesday highlighted a stark double standard regarding 
the treatment handed to rioters and that which was dealt to individuals who peacefully protested 
against injustice and police brutality in the summer of 2020 in the nation’s capital, especially for 
those who were pushed away from the White House for Trump's now infamous church 
photo-op.
Last year’s protest saw dozens struck with rubber bullets and tear gas, whereas videos show 
some Capitol rioters being guided away from the grounds with hardly any force, though police 
did deploy tear gas during the Wednesday riots.
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White House Condemns Capitol Riots, Says Working on 'Orderly Transition' to Biden
Presidency
by Gabv Arancibia

Hundreds of US President Donald Trump's supporters stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday 
as the commander-in-chief touted false claims that the 2020 election was stolen from him. At 
the time that security barriers were breached, congressional lawmakers were in the middle of 
certifying the results of the Electoral College.
A full day after riots broke out at the US Capitol, White House Press Secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany held a press briefing on Thursday and, on behalf of the Trump administration, 
condemned the shocking events that unfolded at the federal building.
"Let me be clear, the violence we saw yesterday at our nation's capital was appalling, 
reprehensible and antithetical to the American way. We condemn it," McEnany said. "It is 
unacceptable, and those that broke the law should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law."
"What we saw yesterday was a group of violent rioters undermining the legitimate First 
Amendment rights of the many thousands who came to peacefully have their voices heard in 
our nation's capital. Those who violently besieged our Capitol are the opposite of everything this 
administration stands for," she added.
McEnany concluded the brief statement by stating that individuals within the White House were 
working to ensure "an orderly transition of power" to the incoming administration of US 
President-elect Joe Biden.
"It is time for America to unite, to come together, to reject the violence that we have seen," she 
said.
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McEnany did not take any questions and did not make any mention of Trump regarding the 
social media posts that incited the violence. Although Trump called on rioters to vacate the 
Capitol grounds, he has not personally condemned the events that took place.
The statements from the White House came amid ongoing talks to remove Trump from office by 
invoking the 25th Amendment. Several lawmakers have voiced their support for the move, 
including House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY).
Nearly 70 individuals have been arrested for participating in the Wednesday riots.
Acting US Attorney for the District of Columbia Michael Sherwin announced Wednesday that the 
US Department of Justice was considering lodging criminal charges against any individual who 
was involved in the rioting. When asked whether investigators were considering Trump's role in 
sparking the riots, Sherwin stressed that officials were "looking at all actors."
Additionally, Sherwin indicated that an investigation into the Capitol siege would more than likely 
continue through the end of 2021, and that rioting and insurrection charges "are on the table."
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Video: Trump Concedes US Election, Says Capitol Rioters ‘Defiled the Seat of American
Democracy’
by Gabv Arancibia

Trump has been fighting for two months to ensure what the president called the "legitimate 
results" of the 2020 election, insisting that his victory was "stolen" by Democrats via massive 
voter fraud.
US President Donald Trump issued a video address late Thursday condemning the violent 
actions that unfolded at the US Capitol the day prior and acknowledged that a “new 
administration would be inaugurated” on January 20, 2020.
Trump's address marked the very first since his Twitter locked his account for 12 hours over 
what the social media platform considered a violation of its policy rules. The remarks came less 
than two hours after White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany held a press briefing in 
which she voiced the first official condemnation from the White House of the violent riots.
“Like all Americans I am outraged by the violence, lawlessness and mayhem,” Trump said in the 
video address. “The demonstrators who infiltrated the Capitol have defiled the seat of American 
democracy.”
"And to those who broke the law, you will pay," he added, before noting that "we must get on 
with the business of America."
“Now, Congress has certified the results. A new administration will be inaugurated on January 
20. My focus now turns to ensuring a smooth, orderly and seamless transition of power," he 
continued. “This moment calls for healing and reconciliation.”
Recalling the many legal challenges submitted across several US states in a bid to contest the 
results of the US election, Trump remarked that his "only goal was to ensure the integrity of the 
vote.” He stressed that his intentions were "to defend American democracy.”
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“We must revitalize the sacred bonds of love and loyalty that bind us together as one national 
family,” he said, before adding to his “wonderful supporters” that their “incredible journey is only 
just beginning.”
US Capitol Siege
Trump supporters breached the Capitol on Wednesday afternoon as the congressional 
certification of Democrat Joe Biden's victory in the 2020 election was underway. Prior to that, 
Trump told supporters that he refused to concede and called on them to keep fighting to prevent 
the election from being “stolen”.
The siege forced lawmakers to halt the meeting and leave the building immediately, with some 
of them having to hide in a shelter. The protesters attacked police with metal pipes and 
chemical irritants, damaged property, seized the inauguration stage and occupied the rotunda 
inside the Capitol building.
“The violence and destruction of property at the US Capitol building yesterday showed a blatant 
and appalling disregard for our institutions of government and the orderly administration of the 
democratic process,” FBI Director Christopher Wray said on Thursday, vowing that those 
involved in the siege will be held accountable.
At least four people have died as a result of the chaos, including a female Air-Force veteran 
who was shot inside the Congress hall by a police officer.
The siege was roundly condemned by both parties, while also attracting international 
opprobrium. Several foreign leaders and top diplomats, including Australian Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison, German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian 
and Argentine President Alberto Fernandez have condemned the violence in DC.
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson said, “I think that what the president has been saying about 
that is completely wrong.”
Following the siege, US Capitol Police Chief Steven Sund stepped down on Thursday, just 
hours after Senate Sergeant Arms Michael Stenger resigned from his position. Senator Chuck 
Schumer had claimed he would fire Stenger himself if he did not voluntarily leave by the time 
Democrats take office.
Trump Concedes as Calls for Impeachment Rise Among Democrats
The events on Wednesday quickly triggered efforts to oust Trump, including either through
invoking the 25th Amendment, which would see removing Trump from power and installing Vice
President Mike Pence instead, or by initiating an impeachment procedure against the US
president.
On Thursday, US House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerry Nadler claimed impeachment 
charges against President Trump should be brought directly to the House floor.
The idea of impeachment was earlier voiced by Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, with the latter saying her “friends we are in a very difficult place 
as a country as long as Donald Trump remains in The White House”.
“If the vice president and the Cabinet refuse to stand up, Congress should reconvene to 
impeach the president”, Schummer said on Thursday.
According to the New York Times and Business Insider, Pence is opposed to using the 25th 
Amendment in order to remove President Trump from office.
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The riot in DC also prompted fellow Republicans to reverse their previous intentions to support 
Trump's bid to overturn the results of the November 3 election, with US Senator Kelly Loeffler 
saying she “cannot now in good conscious object to the certification of these electors.”
Former Attorney General Barr slammed Trump over what he called a “betrayal of his office and 
supporters”, claiming he was responsible for “orchestrating a mob to pressure Congress.” 
Additionally, acting US Attorney for the District of Columbia Michael Sherwin announced earlier 
Thursday that the Department of Justice was “looking at all actors” involved in the riots, not 
ruling out that Trump could also be charged in connection with the riot at US Capitol.
The idea of launching an impeachment proceeding, however, was not echoed by 
President-elect Joe Biden, who supports a peaceful transition of power. Acting Pentagon chief 
Christopher Miller also said on Thursday that the Defense Department is determined to perform 
its duties “in accordance with our oath of office”, and will execute “the time-honored peaceful 
transition of power” to Biden.
Sen. Lindsey Graham acknowledged on Thursday that Trump's actions "were the problem", but 
said he did not regret supporting him over his tenure in the office. He also added Trump's 
accomplishments were "tarnished by yesterday".
“He won my state and became president of the United States. I decided then it's not about me, 
it's about my job,” Graham said.
Tech Giants Censor Trump on Social Media Over DC Riot
In another blow to Trump, his social media accounts were locked on Wednesday night, blocking 
the US president from his audience of nearly 150 million. As the violent events unfolded at the 
US Capitol complex, Trump tweeted to call on protesters to leave the building and respect law 
and order.
However, two other similar tweets, in which Trump mentioned the "election fraud" he has been 
fighting against for two months, have been since deleted by Twitter, before it locked the 
president's account for 12 hours. As a follow-up, Facebook blocked Trump from using his official 
page for an indefinite period of time. Instagram locked Trump's page in a similar move.
The US Congress certified Biden's victory earlier on Thursday. The former vice president won 
the US presidential election by a 306-232 electoral vote margin, although over a dozen senators 
and 100 members of the House objected. It was, however, insufficient to stop Congress from 
approving the results and prevent Biden from swearing on the Bible as the 46th US President 
on January 20.
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Confused Netizens Mistake ‘Via Getty’ for Name of Capitol Rioter Who Stole Lectern 
by Gaby Arancibia

As hundreds of rioters stormed the grounds of the US Capitol on Wednesday, an even larger 
number of images documenting the events was shared on social media for swathes of viewers 
to soak up; however, one picture in particular, which shows a smiling man walking away with a 
lectern, caught the attention of many.
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As photos of rioters were uploaded onto the Getty Images media library and later reshared on 
social media with the attribution “Via Getty,” it seems many netizens mistook the courtesy image 
credit for the actual name of the photographed looter.
The strange turn of events all started when Ryan Lizza, the chief Washington correspondent for 
Politico, shared the photo on his Twitter page with the caption, “Via Getty, one [of] the rioters 
steals a podium from the Capitol.”
And just like that, Twitter was on fire.
“What kind of name is Via Getty,” one Twitter user questioned, as another called for “Via Getty” 
to be arrested for participating in domestic terrorism.
Another commenter wrote, “Via Getty look him up I bet he flunked out of high school and f**ks 
his sister! Via Getty that is his name let’s get this guy and serve justice.”
The misunderstanding, however, proved to be quite the laugh for netizens who knew “Via Getty” 
was actually an image credit.
Hilariously, one creative netizen opted to launch a Twitter “Via Getty” page, which has so far 
accumulated over 2,000 followers.
Although Lizza did clarify that the individual was not named “Via Getty,” reports later emerged 
that the lectern-stealing rioter was a 36-year-old Florida man named Adam Johnson.
Citing an acquaintance of Johnson, the Bradenton Herald reported that the Florida resident 
hailed from the Sunshine State’s unincorporated community of Parrish in Manatee County. 
Johnson was not among the initial 13 arrests made at the Capitol grounds, but it is unclear if he 
was rounded up in the dozens of arrests that followed.
Authorities have not yet officially identified the photographed individual.
A joint investigation by the FBI, ATF, US Capitol Police and DC's Metropolitan Police 
Department is presently calling on the public to provide tips and video footage to identify rioters.
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Since US President Donald Trump’s arrival to the White House, the traditional means in 
announcing new governmental steps went out the window for the most part, as the 
commander-in-chief preferred revealing developments via social media, specifically through 
Twitter.
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg announced Thursday that Trump would be banned indefinitely 
from the social media platform, including the photo-sharing app Instagram, over shared content 
that incited his supporters to violently act out at the US Capitol.
Zuckerberg noted the ban would at least stay in place for the next two weeks to ensure a 
peaceful transition of power toward the incoming administration of US President-elect Joe 
Biden.
Acknowledging that past posts by Trump were flagged or outright removed from the platforms, 
Zuckerberg explained that the latest remarks that incited violence mean the context “is now 
fundamentally different.” He added, “We believe the risks of allowing the president to continue to 
use our service during this period are simply too great.”
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With Twitter. Facebook and Instagram placing locks on the president’s social accounts, how will 
Trump function without his direct access to followers?
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REVIEW - Trump Commits to Power Transition Amid Fallout From Capitol Hill Riots

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump said he was outraged by the 
violence on Capitol Hill and vowed to ensure a smooth transition in power after a slew of 
resignations from his administration while lawmakers and officials in both parties called for his 
removal.
On Wednesday, according to a police statement, thousands of Trump supporters violently 
stormed the US Capitol where they attacked officers with metal pipes, chemical irritants and 
other weapons. Many forced their way into the building in a bid to enter the House chamber.
The protesters tried, but failed, to prevent Congress from certifying Democrat Joe Biden’s 
presidential election victory.
The attack came after Trump in a fiery speech near the White House urged his supporters to 
keep fighting to overturn the outcome of the vote.
CALLS FOR REMOVAL/RESIGNATIONS
The riots, which marked the most significant breach of US capitol grounds since the British set 
fire to it in 1814, sparked a slew of resignations on Thursday along with calls for impeachment. 
Many called for top security officials to resign in light of the failure to prevent the violence. One 
woman was shot and killed by a police officer. In all, at least five people have died including a 
Capitol police officer in connection with Wednesday's unrest, CNN reported on Thursday.
US Capitol Hill Police Chief Steven Sund said he submitted his letter of resignation on 
Thursday, effective January 16, after a chorus of calls to step down by congressional leaders. 
This came after a number of other officials quit, including Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao. 
"Yesterday, our country experienced a traumatic and entirely avoidable event as supporters of 
the President stormed the Capitol building following a rally he addressed," Chou said in a letter 
to her colleagues. "As I’m sure is the case with many of you, it has deeply troubled me in a way 
that I cannot simply set aside. Today, I am announcing my resignation as US Secretary of 
Transportation, to take effect on Monday, January 11."
Others who have stepped down since Wednesday include Stephanie Grisham, former chief of 
staff to First Lady Melania Trump; Matt Pottinger, the deputy national security adviser; Sarah 
Matthews, deputy White House press secretary; Anna Cristina "Rickie" Niceta, social secretary 
at the White House; Ryan Tully, the National Security Council's senior director for European and 
Russian Affairs; Tyler Goodspeed, acting chairman of the White House Council of Economic 
Advisers; and John Costello, deputy assistant secretary for intelligence and security at the 
Commerce Department.
House Judiciary chairman Jerrod Nadler said he supports bringing impeachment charges 
against Trump immediately and removing him from office for inciting his supporters to attack the 
US Capitol.
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Several lawmakers and officials, including Republicans, urged Vice President Mike Pence to 
invoke constitutional powers to have Trump removed.
"Donald Trump has flagrantly abused his power and tarnished the office he holds. Now he’s 
incited bloodshed in the halls of your Capitol. We cannot endure this nightmare for a second 
longer," US Congressman Gerry Connolly said in a tweet on Thursday. "If his Cabinet won’t 
exercise the 25th [Amendment to the Constitution], he must be impeached and removed from 
office."
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, a Republican, during a news conference said America would 
be better off if Trump resigned or was removed from office.
Acting US Attorney General Michael Sherwin said in a call with reporters that he does not rule 
out charging Trump with inciting a riot on Capitol Hill.
US Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Lindsey Graham, however, said impeachment or 
invoking the 25th amendment was not appropriate at this point.
SMOOTH TRANSITION
Trump in a video message on Thursday said he was outraged by the "violence, lawlessness 
and mayhem" that took place at the Capitol Building on Wednesday, adding that those who 
broke the law will "pay."
"A new administration will be inaugurated on January 20. My focus now turns to ensuring a 
smooth, orderly and seamless transition of power," Trump said in a pre-recorded video on 
Thursday.
Trump added that he still strongly believes the US election laws must be reformed to verify the 
identity and eligibility of all voters and to ensure confidence in future elections.
Trump told his supporters that their journey is just beginning, but did not give further details 
about the matter.
The president was criticized for not doing more to halt his supporters from stopping the violence. 
In a video message the day before, he told supporters to go home but in a tweet suggested the 
riots were a result of the fraudulent election.
Every US election security agency and Trump’s own Justice Department have refuted the 
president’s allegations of voter fraud. The Trump campaign and its allies also lost more than 60 
court challenges to reverse the results, including before the Supreme Court. 
CHARGES/REFORMS UNLIKELY
Some experts believe that changing the Constitution of the United States to enable effective 
transfers of power is necessary but practically impossible.
Constitutional historian Dan Lazare told Sputnik the amending clause set forth in Article V 
requires a two-thirds majority in each house plus approval by three-fourths of the states for the 
Constitution to be changed. As a result, the US political system is growing more rigid and 
change-averse rather than less making a violent breakdown eventually inevitable, Lazare said. 
"In effect, the United States is doomed to follow the same course as the French monarchy, the 
Russian empire, and other such entities, which is to grow ever more frozen until the structure 
shatters like glass. That’s the long and the short of it," he said.
California State University Emeritus Professor of Politics Beau Grosscup thinks impeachment 
could be rushed through, but the new Senate was unlikely to be able to gather the two-thirds 
majority needed to impeach Trump if the House of Representatives once again passed 
impeachment articles against him.
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Although some were calling for charges of sedition against the rioters, Grosscup found it 
unlikely. The rioters could now be charged with trespassing, destruction of government property 
for sure, resisting arrest and insurrection, but direct political charges would be avoided, 
Grosscup predicted.
"The government is very good at coming up with charges depending on the politics of the 
offenders. Given the right-wing politics here, terrorism is clearly off the table," Grosscup said.
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Trump Says 'Outraged' by Violence at US Capitol, Focused on Ensuring Smooth Transition

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - President Donald Trump said he is outraged by the 
violent riot that took place at the US Capitol and is working to ensure a smooth transition of 
power to the next administration.
"A new administration will be inaugurated on January 20. My focus now turns to ensuring a 
smooth, orderly and seamless transition of power," Trump said in a pre-recorded video on 
Thursday.
The US president also said he is outraged by the "violence, lawlessness and mayhem" that took 
place at the Capitol Building on Wednesday, adding that those who broke the law will "pay." 
Trump added that he still strongly believes the US election laws must be reformed to verify the 
identity and eligibility of all voters and to ensure confidence in future elections.
Trump told his supporters that their journey is just beginning, but did not give further details 
about the matter.
The president also called for all Americans to work together to defeat the pandemic and rebuild 
the world's greatest economy.
Thousands of Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying the election results. The protesters attacked police with metal 
pipes and chemical irritants, damaged property, seized the inauguration stage and occupied the 
rotunda inside the Capitol building. The attack came after Trump urged his supporters to keep 
fighting to overturn the election results.
At least five people have died including a Capitol police officer in connection with Wednesday's 
unrest, CNN reported.
On Thursday, House Judiciary chairman Jerrod Nadler said he supports bringing impeachment 
charges against Trump immediately and removing him from office for inciting his supporters to 
attack the US Capitol.
Acting US Attorney General Michael Sherwin said in a call with reporters that he does not rule 
out charging President Donald Trump with inciting a riot on Capitol Hill.
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ANALYSIS - US Power-Transition Procedures Need Improvement But Only Cosmetic Changes 
Likely

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The Constitution of the United States urgently needs 
reform to enable effective transfers of power, bipartisan cooperation and real progress to be 
achieved, but real change is almost impossible, analysts told Sputnik.
Thousands of Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying President-elect Joe Biden's victory. The move came after 
Trump refused to concede over allegations of election fraud, which have yet to be proven, and 
called on supporters to keep fighting to reverse the results.
SYSTEM FROZEN
The protesters attacked Capitol police with metal pipes, chemical irritants, and other weapons, 
and damaged property before seizing the rotunda and inauguration stage. The attack, which 
came after Trump urged his supporters to keep fighting to overturn the election results, marked 
the most significant breach of US capitol grounds since the British set fire to it in 1814.
On Thursday, Trump in a video message said he was outraged by the violence at the US 
Capitol and was focused on ensuring a smooth transition of power to a new administration on 
January 20.
Constitutional historian Dan Lazare, author of "The Frozen Republic," said the dramatic events 
showed how broken the venerable more than 230-year-old political process was. Yet changing it 
was in practice impossible.
"The US system is badly broken, as [Wednesday's] events demonstrate beyond the slightest 
doubt," Lazare said. "Yes, power-transition procedures can, and should be, improved. But the 
Constitution places it out of reach."
The legal reason for the deadlock is the amending clause set forth in Article V, which requires a 
two-thirds majority in each house plus approval by three-fourths of the states for the Constitution 
to be altered in the slightest, Lazare pointed out.
"This means that just thirteen states representing as little as 4.4 percent of the population 
possess unchallengeable veto power. Since any such barrier is effectively insurmountable, the 
system is frozen and nothing can be done short of a few cosmetic changes here and there," he 
said.
As a result, the United States finds itself in a position that is historically unique and locked into 
unending stasis, incapable of political evolution, Lazare warned.
"Essentially, 'we the people' entered into a social contract with themselves in 1787-88, one that 
is now impossible to escape. Indeed, it’s doubly impossible because the minorities required for a 
veto under the three-fourths rule have fallen by better than 50 percent since the republic's 
inception," he said.
As a result, the US political system is growing more rigid and change-averse rather than less 
making a violent breakdown eventually inevitable, Lazare stated.
"In effect, the United States is doomed to follow the same course as the French monarchy, the 
Russian empire, and other such entities, which is to grow ever more frozen until the structure 
shatters like glass. That's the long and the short of it," he said.
COMPROMISE BROKEN
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Up to now, the arcane and obsolete Constitution had staggered along because both parties in 
the political elite had agreed to cooperate on the most essential procedures. But now, outgoing 
President Donald Trump had broken that fragile compromise, California State University 
Emeritus Professor of Politics Beau Grosscup explained.
"The process now is in essence ’an agreement among gentlemen' to corporate, share 
information, work for the common good assuming political will by all parties. [However] both 
coming in and going out, Trump people have been an outlier of non-cooperation," he said. 
Establishment Republican and Democratic political leaders were now likely to join together to try 
and condemn and scapegoat Trump for the escalating crisis, Grosscup noted.
"I expect the blame to be put on him and his people's lack of political will and only tinkering with 
the process - [with] obligatory cooperation on 'national security' - if anything," he said. 
IMPEACHMENT UNLIKELY
However, the new Senate was unlikely to be able to gather the two-thirds majority needed to 
impeach Trump if the House of Representatives once again passed impeachment articles 
against him, Grosscup cautioned.
Impeachment "could be rushed through, but not enough political will to do so. Trump still has 
sycophants in the Senate," he said.
Lazare agreed that a new impeachment process could be launched against Trump but was 
unlikely to succeed.
"Impeachment is theoretically possible since only a majority vote would be required in the 
House. But I doubt it would reach the two-thirds threshold required for conviction in the Senate," 
he said.
Grosscup also recommended that the people who stormed the Capitol building on Wednesday 
should be prosecuted. But he noted that the political impact of such measures would be minimal 
unless Trump was held directly accountable too.
"As for prosecuting the people who broke into the Capitol, yes, by all means, go for it. But it will 
be meaningless unless the instigator-in-chief is held to account," he said.
The rioters could now be charged with trespassing, destruction of government property for sure, 
resisting arrest and insurrection, but direct political charges would be avoided, Grosscup 
predicted.
"The government is very good at coming up with charges depending on the politics of the 
offenders. Given the right-wing politics here, terrorism is clearly off the table," he said.
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US Election Laws Must Be Reformed to Increase Confidence - Trump

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - President Donald Trump said US election laws must be 
reformed to increase confidence.
"I continue to strongly believe that we must reform our election laws to verify the identity and 
eligibility of all voters and to ensure faith and confidence in all future elections," Trump said in a 
pre-recorded video on Thursday.
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Trump Says Focused on Ensuring Smooth Transition to New Administration on January 20

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump said he is focused on having 
a smooth transition of power to a new administration that will be inaugurated on January 20.
"A new administration will be inaugurated on January 20. My focus now turns to ensuring a 
smooth, orderly and seamless transition of power," Trump said in a pre-recorded video on 
Thursday.
Trump told his supporters that their journey is just beginning, but did not give further details 
about the matter.
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Trump Says ’Outraged' by Violence at US Capitol, Lawbreakers 'Will Pay'

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - President Donald Trump said he is outraged by the 
violence that took place at the US Capitol and those who violated the law will pay.
"Like all Americans I am outraged by the violence, lawlessness and mayhem," Trump said in 
video posted on twitter on Thursday. "To those who broke the law, you will pay."
Trump says he will focus on smooth transition
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US Capitol Police Officer Involved in Pro-Trump Mob Riots Has Died - CNN

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - A US Capitol police officer involved in the pro-Trump riot 
at the Capitol Building has died, CNN reported citing three sources.
The report said on Thursday that the officer died from events related to the unrest at the Capitol 
Building.
The police officer is the fifth person who has died in connection to Wednesday's event.
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Boeing Pays $2.5Bln Penalty for Hiding 737 Max Safety Data - Justice Dept.
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WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Boeing will pay a $2.5 billion criminal penalty to settle 
charges it hid crucial data from federal regulators while developing the company’s crash-prone 
737 Max aircraft, the Justice Department said in a press release.
"The criminal information charges the company with one count of conspiracy to defraud the 
United States,” the release said Thursday. “Under the terms of the DPA (deferred prosecution 
agreement), Boeing will pay a total criminal monetary amount of over $2.5 billion.”
The $2.5 billion consists of a criminal monetary penalty of $243.6 million, compensation 
payments to Boeing’s 737 MAX airline customers of $1.77 billion, and establish a $500 million 
fund for heirs and relatives of the 346 passengers who died in the Boeing 737 MAX crashes of 
Lion Air Flight 610 and Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302, the release said.
"Boeing’s employees chose the path of profit over candor by concealing material information 
from the FAA (Federal Aviation Administration concerning the operation of its 737 Max airplane 
and engaging in an effort to cover up their deception,” acting Assistant Attorney General David 
Burns of the department’s Criminal Division said in the release.
Burns added that the agreement holds the aircraft manufacturer accountable for its employees’ 
"criminal misconduct,” addresses the financial impact to Boeing’s airline customers, and 
“hopefully provides some measure of compensation to the crash-victims’ families and 
beneficiaries.”
Specifically, Boeing deceived the FAA about an automated Maneuvering Characteristics 
Augmentation System (MCAS) designed to prevent aircraft stalls and excluded from pilot 
manuals instructions on how to turn off the system.
The MACS automatic pilot was blamed for both crashes by taking control from pilots and forcing 
both planes to crash shortly after takeoff.
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US Capitol Police Chief Resigns in Wake of Pro-Trump Mob Attack

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US Capitol Hill Police Chief Steven Sund has submitted 
his letter of resignation, a day after the Capitol Building was sieged by pro-Trump supporters.
"I am respectfully submitting my letter of resignation, effective Sunday, January 16, 2021," Sund 
said in the letter to the Capitol Police Board on Thursday.
Thousands of Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying the election results. The protesters attacked police with metal 
pipes and chemical irritants, damaged property, seized the inauguration stage and occupied the 
rotunda inside the Capitol building. The attack came after Trump urged his supporters to keep 
fighting to overturn the election results.
The US House Appropriations Committee announced earlier it is investigating the security 
failings that allowed pro-Trump supporters to breach the Capitol Building.
Yesterday's attack marked the most significant breach of the Capitol's grounds since the British 
burnt it down during the Vsfar of 1812.
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US House Judiciary Chair Calls For Bringing Impeachment Charges Against Trump Immediately

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerry Nadler in 
a statement said he supports bringing impeachment charges against President Donald Trump 
immediately and removing him from office.
"I am once again urging that the President be impeached and removed from office," Nadler said 
on Thursday. "\Afe have a limited period of time in which to act. The nation cannot afford a 
lengthy, drawn out process, and I support bringing articles of impeachment directly to the House 
floor."
Thousands of Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying the election results. The protesters attacked police with metal 
pipes and chemical irritants, damaged property, seized the inauguration stage and occupied the 
rotunda inside the Capitol building. The attack came after Trump urged his supporters to keep 
fighting to overturn the election results.
Nadler said Trump is responsible for inciting the riot, breach at the Capitol Building.
Earlier on Thursday, acting US Attorney General Michael Sherwin in a call with reporters did not 
rule out charging Trump with inciting a riot on Capitol Hill.
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US Capitol Police Chief Resigns in Wake of Pro-Trump Mob Attack

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US Capitol Hill Police Chief Steven Sund has submitted 
his letter of resignation, a day after the Capitol Building was sieged by pro-Trump supporters.
"I am respectfully submitting my letter of resignation, effective Sunday, January 16, 2021," Sund 
said in the letter to the Capitol Police Board on Thursday.
Thousands of Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying the election results. The protesters attacked police with metal 
pipes and chemical irritants, damaged property, seized the inauguration stage and occupied the 
rotunda inside the Capitol building. The attack came after Trump urged his supporters to keep 
fighting to overturn the election results.
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Task Force Needed to Prosecute Individuals Who Breached US Capitol - Senator Graham
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WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - A task force needs to be established to prosecute every 
individual responsible for Wednesday's breach of the US Capitol, Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Lindsey Graham said during a news conference.
"I'm calling for a joint task force to be assembled, to spend all the time and money necessary to 
identify every person who breached the security of the capital to occupy the chambers,” Graham 
said on Thursday. “Trust me, in the social media world that exists today, it won't be that hard to 
find thousands of people who took the law in their hands.”
On Wednesday, a large group of supporters of President Donald Trump broke into Congress to 
protest the verification of the Electoral College votes for President-elect Joe Biden. The Trump 
supporters engaged with police in a stand-off that lasted several hours and left four people 
dead, including a female Air-Force veteran who was shot by a police officer.
Graham said the task force would needs to include Democrats and Republicans, as well as key 
law enforcement representatives.
"We need to ask who invaded the offices and destroyed property? All the people sitting in the 
'chairs’ need to be sitting in a jail cell," he said, referring to the images circulated by media of 
protestors occupying the seat of the Senate President and other congressional office holders. 
Graham said the individuals involved in Wednesday’s incident need to be charged with sedition. 
“For the next six years, God willing, every week I will ask the Department of Justice ... what kind 
of progress are you making and holding those accountable, these domestic terrorists who took 
over the house in the Senate chambers and laid waste the Capitol," he said 
Trump’s term officially ends on January 20, when President-elect Joe Biden is set to be 
inaugurated.
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US House Judiciary Chair Calls For Bringing Impeachment Charges Against Trump Immediately

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerry Nadler in 
a statement said he supports bringing impeachment charges against President Donald Trump 
immediately and removing him from office.
"I am once again urging that the President be impeached and removed from office," Nadler said 
on Thursday. "We have a limited period of time in which to act. The nation cannot afford a 
lengthy, drawn out process, and I support bringing articles of impeachment directly to the House 
floor."
Thousands of Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying the election results. The protesters attacked police with metal 
pipes and chemical irritants, damaged property, seized the inauguration stage and occupied the 
rotunda inside the Capitol building. The attack came after Trump urged his supporters to keep 
fighting to overturn the election results.
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White House Condemns Unrest at Capitol, Calls for Violators to Be Prosecuted - Spokeswoman

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The White House condemns the violent unrest that took 
place on Capitol Hill on Wednesday and calls for the prosecution of those individuals who broke 
the law, Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said in a press conference,
"We condemn it - the President and this administration - in the strongest possible terms," 
McEnany said on Thursday. "It is unacceptable and those that broke the law should be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law."
McEnany added that the White House staff is working to ensure an orderly transition of power to 
President-elect Joe Biden on January 20.
The press secretary said the rioters that breached the US Capitol undermined the constitutional 
right to protest.
Thousands of Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying the election results. The protesters attacked police with metal 
pipes and chemical irritants, damaged property, seized the inauguration stage and occupied the 
rotunda inside the Capitol building. The attack, which came after Trump urged his supporters to 
keep fighting to overturn the election results, marked the most significant breach of US capitol 
grounds since the British set fire to it in 1814.
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US Federal Prosecutor Does Not Rule Out Charging Trump With Inciting Capitol Riot- Reports

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Acting US Attorney General Michael Sherwin said in a 
call with reporters that he does not rule out charging President Donald Trump with inciting a riot 
on Capitol Hill, CNBC reported.
"I don't want to sound like a broken record. We're looking at all actors here," Sherwin said on 
Thursday when asked whether Trump was a person of interest for his role in starting the riot a 
day earlier.
The New York Times reported, citing unnamed sources, that Trump has suggested to aides the 
possibility of pardoning himself of any crimes, but it was unclear if he discussed this matter in 
light of the unrest on Capitol Hill on Wednesday.
A large group of Trump supporters stormed the Capitol building on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying the 2020 presidential election results. The protesters clashed 
with Capitol police and damaged property before seizing the rotunda and inauguration stage. 
The incident took place after Trump reiterated in a speech that he will never concede defeat and 
urged supporters to continue fighting to overturn the election results, and is marked as the most 
significant breach of US capitol grounds since the British set fire to it in 1814.
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White House Condemns Unrest at Capitol, Says Must Be Prosecuted - Spokeswoman

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The White House condemns the violent unrest that took 
place on Capitol Hill on Wednesday and called for the prosecution of those individuals who 
broke the law, Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said in a press conference.
MWe condemn it - the President and this administration - in the strongest possible terms," 
McEnany said on Thursday. "It is unacceptable and those that broke the law should be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law."
McEnany added that the White House staff is working to ensure an orderly transition of power to 
President-elect Joe Biden on January 20.
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US Stocks Hit Record Highs With Nasdaq Index Exceeding 13,000 Points First Time Ever

NEW YORK, January 7 (Sputnik) - Stocks on Wall Street hit record highs on Thursday, ignoring 
a security breach at the US Capitol a day earlier, as the Nasdaq Composite Index for 
technology companies broke past the 13,000-point barrier the first time ever.
Nasdaq, which counts on the performance of tech stock giants such as Face book, Apple, 
Amazon, Netflix and Google, led US equity markets for the day, finishing up 2.6 percent at 
13,067. Its session peak was 13,091.
The S&P 500, a barometer for the top 500 US stocks on the New York Stock Exchange, settled 
at 3,804, up 1.5 percent. It hit a record high of 3,812 earlier.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average, Wall Street’s broadest stocks gauge, settled trade at 
31,041, up 0.7 percent. It hit an all-time high at 31,193 earlier.
Scores of supporters of President Donald Trump broke into Congress on Wednesday to protest 
the verification of the Electoral College votes of the 2020 presidential election. The group of 
Trump supporters engaged with police in a stand-off that lasted several hours and left at least 
four people dead, including a female Air-Force veteran who was shot by a police officer.
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Ex-US Congressman Says Pardons for Blackwater Contractors Send Terrible Message’
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WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Former US Congressman Henry Wax man, who was in 
charge of probing the private military company Blackwater, told Sputnik that President Donald 
Trump’s decision to pardon former contractors involved in civilian deaths in Iraq sends "a terrible 
message" overseas as well as domestically.
On December 22, Trump granted full pardons to four former Blackwater employees convicted in 
connection with the killing of 14 Iraqi civilians, including two children, in Baghdad's Nisour 
Square in 2007.
"I do not support President Trump’s decision to pardon former Blackwater contractors. They 
were convicted of crimes that resulted in civilian deaths. It sends a terrible message overseas 
and here in the US, as well," Waxman said in a written response to a Sputnik’s query.
The former congressmen said that the only explanation for Trump's action is "political."
Waxman investigated the case as the Chairman of the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform in 2007.
The activities of private military companies remain a matter of great concern, deserve a rigorous 
government scrutiny and should be limited, Waxman said.
"They are acting outside of our government's control, yet can have an impact on our standing in 
the world. They deserve a great deal of scrutiny and should be limited in their activities by the 
US government," Waxman added.
The four former contractors were convicted six years ago. Nicholas Slatten was serving a life 
sentence on first-degree murder charges while the others received sentences of between 12-15 

years.
The incident with the Blackwater guards sparked an international debate about the role of 
private security companies hired by the US government to work in war zones. Blackwater, 
founded in 1997, was later sold and rebranded as Academi.
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US Federal Prosecutor Does Not Rule Out Charging Trump With Inciting Capitol Riot- Reports

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Acting US Attorney General Michael Sherwin said in a 
call with reporters that he does not rule out charging President Donald Trump with inciting a riot 
on Capitol Hill, CNBC reported.
"I don't want to sound like a broken record. We’re looking at all actors here," Sherwin said on 
Thursday when asked whether Trump was a person of interest for his role in starting the riot a 
day earlier.
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Removing Trump From Office ‘Not Appropriate at This Point’ - Senator Graham
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WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Using constitutional powers to remove President Donald 
Trump from office over Wednesday’s breach of the US Capitol by his supporters is not 
appropriate at this time, US Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Lindsey Graham said.
"I'm looking for the next 14 days to reset and we hand off power in their traditional sense by 
being a peaceful transfer,” Graham said on Thursday. “As to the 25th Amendment being 
invoked, I do not believe that's appropriate at this point. I'm looking for a peaceful transfer of 
power.”
The 25th Amendment of the US Constitution allows for the removal of an incapacitated or rogue 
president. Several congressional Democrats called earlier for invoking the 25th Amendment to 
prevent Trump from remaining in office over the next two weeks until President-elect Joe Biden 
is inaugurated on January 20.
The calls to remove Trump from office came after scores of his supporters broke into Congress 
on Wednesday to protest the verification of the Electoral College votes for Biden.
Trump reiterated on Wednesday that he will not concede defeat, while continuing to claim 
election victory was stolen from him via a massive fraud and acts of impropriety. The group of 
Trump supporters that breached the Capitol later that day, engaged with police in a stand-off 
that lasted several hours and left at least four people dead, including a female Air-Force veteran 
who was shot by a police officer.
A string of Trump administration officials, including Transport Secretary Elaine Chao, have 
announced their resignations since Wednesday, citing the storming of the Capitol as the reason.
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Boeing Pays $2.5Bln Penalty for Hiding 737 Max Safety Data - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Boeing will pay a $2.5 billion criminal penalty to settle 
charges it hid crucial data from federal regulators while developing the company’s crash-prone 
737 Max aircraft, the Justice Department said in a press release.
"The criminal information charges the company with one count of conspiracy to defraud the 
United States,” the release said Thursday. “Under the terms of the DPA (deferred prosecution 
agreement), Boeing will pay a total criminal monetary amount of over $2.5 billion.”
Boeing will compensate the heirs, relatives, and legal beneficiaries of the 346 passengers who 
died in the Boeing 737 MAX crashes of Lion Air Flight 610 and Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302, the 
release said.
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SPUTNIK TOP STORY OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) -
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REACTIONS TO UNREST AT US CAPITOL
* President-elect Joe Biden said in a press conference on Thursday that the individuals who 
breached security and entered Congress a day earlier are domestic terrorists,
* Washington, DC police made 68 arrests in connection with the unrest at the US Capitol and is 
working to identify additional suspects involved in violence and property destruction,
Metropolitan Police Department Chief Robert Contee told reporters.
* More than 50 law enforcement officers were wounded and several of them hospitalized 
following violent riots on Capitol Hill in support of President Donald Trump, US Capitol Police 
Chief Steven Sund said.
* Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova stated the recent civil unrest in 
Washington is an internal matter of the United States.

BITCOIN
* Bitcoin spiked to over $40,000 on Thursday, rallying over 14 percent to yet another record high 
within days after hitting the $30,000 psychological watershed.

CHANGES IN US GOVERNMENT
* US President Donald Trump has withdrawn Chad Wolfs nomination for Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the White House said on Thursday in a withdrawal notice.
* Trump said he will orderly hand over power to President-elect Joe Biden on January 20 
despite his disagreement with the election results, adding that the transition will put an end to 
the greatest presidential term.
* Ryan Tully, European and Russian Affairs Senior Director at the US National Security Council, 
resigned from his position after the recent unrest in Washington, media reported,

SITUATION IN SYRIA
* Russia's security services, including the Federal Security Service (FSB), have managed to 
stop the threats coming from Syria, President Vladimir Putin said on Thursday.
* Russia is still waiting for the UN cultural agency (UNESCO) and other international charities to 
assist Syria in restoring peace to its communities after years of war, Defense Minister Sergey 
Shoigu said.
* Islamist militants in Syria attacked the Idlib de-escalation zone 16 times in the last 24 hours, 
the deputy head of the Russian Defense Ministry's Syrian reconciliation center said.

US COURT SENTENCES RUSSIAN NATIONAL TUYRIN
* The New York federal district court has sentenced Russian national Andrei Tyurin to 12 years 
in prison for computer hacking, Judge Laura Taylor Swain said on Thursday.
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UPDATE 2 - US Court Sentences Russia’s Andrei Tyurin to 12 Years in Prison for Hacking - 
Judge
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WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The New York federal district court has sentenced 
Russian national Andrei Tyurin to12 years in prison for computer hacking, Judge Laura Taylor 
Swain said on Thursday.
"These sentences run concurrently for a total of 144 months of imprisonment," Swain said 
during a teleconference sentencing hearing.
The court decided to conduct a restitution hearing in the case on April 6 at 9:00 a. m., Swain 
also said.
While Tyurin participated in a financial criminal enterprise from 2007 to 2015, he was not the 
group’s leader but rather collaborated with his co-defendant Gery Shalon, Swain noted.
Afer serving his sentence, Tyurin must leave the United States, Swain said.
In a statement he gave before being sentenced, Tyurin said he repents for everything he has 
done.
"I was involved in an illegal activity, just once I broke the law and [then] continued to cross the 
line," he said. "I am aware that I caused a lot of harm to a lot of people, and I sincerely 
apologize for my actions."
In addition to a 12-year prison sentence, Swain ordered Tyurin to serve three years of 
supervised release. He also must pay forfeiture in the amount of $19,214,956, the judge added. 
“The conspiracy targeted major financial institutions, brokerage firms, news agencies, and other 
companies, and netted Tyurin over $19 million in criminal proceeds,” acting US attorney Audrey 
Strauss said in a statement after the sentencing.
Tyurin was arrested in Georgia in 2017 at the US government's request. The US authorities 
alleged that Tyurin was involved in a global hacking campaign targeting financial institutions that 
resulted in the theft of personal data from more than 100 million users.
Georgia extradited Tyurin to the United States in September 2018.
In 2019, Tyurin pleaded guilty to six counts, including conspiracy to commit computer hacking, 
wire fraud, conspiracy to violate the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act, and 
conspiracy to commit bank fraud, according to the Justice Department.
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More Than 6 in 10 Americans Blame Trump for Capitol Riot - Poll

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - A majority of Americans hold President Donald Trump 
responsible for Wednesday’s seizure of the US Capitol by his supporters, a new 
Politico/Morning consult poll revealed on Thursday.
"The poll, conducted from Wednesday evening through Thursday morning, shows 63 percent of 
registered voters believe Trump is at least 'somewhat' responsible for the events that led to the 
chaos at the Capitol. Roughly half of respondents, 49 percent, say Trump is 'very responsible,’" 
a Politico report explaining the poll said.
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The rioters were viewed overwhelmingly, by 70 percent of voters surveyed, as Trump 
supporters, and a majority of respondents (59 percent) said they should also be considered 
domestic terrorists, the report said.
Lawmakers were forced to shelter in place as both chambers of Congress went into lockdown 
amid the siege, which resulted in four deaths, according to media reports.
The rioters sought to halt the certification of President-elect Joe Biden's Electoral College 
victory after Trump had encouraged them to march on the Capitol during a Wednesday morning 
rally near the White House. Trump has refused to concede defeat maintaining that he won the 
2020 presidential election, but it was stolen from him via a massive election fraud.
1/7/2021 3:38:09 PM -05:00
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US Acting Defense Chief Says Pentagon Will Ensure Peaceful Transition of Power January 20

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Acting US Defense Secretary Christopher Miller said in a 
statement on Thursday said the Defense Department will ensure a peaceful transition of power 
to President-elect Joe Biden on January 20.
"I, and the people I lead in the Department of Defense, continue to perform our duties in 
accordance with our oath of office, and will execute the time-honored peaceful transition of 
power to President-elect Biden on January 20," Miller said.
Miller said the recent violence y protesters in Congress was contrary to the principles of the US 
Constitution.
"I strongly condemn these acts of violence against our democracy," he said.
On Wednesday, a group of Trump supporters stormed the Capitol building in a bid to prevent 
Congress from certifying the 2020 presidential election results. The protesters clashed with 
Capitol police and damaged property before seizing the rotunda and the inauguration stage.
The incident came after Trump said he will not concede defeat due to massive election fraud 
and encouraged his supporters to maintain their support for overturning the election result. It is 
the most significant breach of US capitol grounds since the British set fire to it in 1814.
In a late-night session of Congress after police secured the Capitol of protesters, lawmakers 
voted to certify President-elect Joe Biden’s election victory.
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Texas, Pennsylvania Detect First Cases of New Coronavirus Strain

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Health officials in the US states of Texas and 
Pennsylvania announced on Thursday that they have detected the new strain of the novel 
coronavirus known as B.1.1.7.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01 /08/2021 11:00:23 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/08/2021 11:00:23 AM

"The first known Texas case of the COVID-19 B.1.1.7 variant has been identified in a resident of 
Harris County," the Texas Health and Human Services said in a press release.
The health agency said the individual is an adult male with no history of travel.
Pennsylvania Secretary of Health Rachel Levine also confirmed the state's first case of the 
B.1.1.7 strain.
The new coronavirus strain has also been detected in the US states of Georgia, New York, 
Colorado, California and Florida.
In late December, the United Kingdom reported that it had identified the B.1.1.7. that is 70 
percent more transmissible than other coronavirus strains.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia

US Acting Defense Chief Says Pentagon to Ensure Peaceful Transition of Power on January 20

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Acting US Defense Secretary Christopher Miller in a 
statement on Thursday said the Pentagon would ensure a peaceful transition of power to 
President-elect Joe Biden on January 20.
"I strongly condemn these acts of violence against our democracy. I, and the people I lead in the 
Department of Defense, continue to perform our duties in accordance with our oath of office, 
and will execute the time-honored peaceful transition of power to President-elect Biden on 
January 20," Miller said.
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UN Rights Chief Calls on Trump to Disavow False, Dangerous Narratives - Statement

UNITED NATIONS, January 7 (Sputnik) - UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet in a statement on Thursday called on US President Donald Trump to deny false 
allegations of electoral fraud that incited the deadly riots on Capitol Hill.
"We are deeply troubled by Wednesday's attack on the US Capitol, which demonstrated clearly 
the destructive impact of sustained, deliberate distortion of facts, and incitement to violence and 
hatred by political leaders,” Bachelet said. “We call on leaders from across the political 
spectrum, including the President of the United States, to disavow false and dangerous 
narratives, and encourage their supporters to do so as well.”
The high commissioner also joined widespread calls for a thorough investigation into 
Wednesday’s events in the capital of the US.
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Canada’s Point Man on Ukrainian Jet Crash Case Spurns Iran’s Compensation Offer

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Iran’s offer to compensate the victims of the downed 
Ukrainian jet near Tehran is "premature,” the Canadian government’s special adviser on the 
case, Ralph Goodale, said in an interview on Thursday.
Iranian officials announced that Tehran will pay $150,000 in compensation for all 176 victims of 
the downed aircraft that crashed outside Tehran on January 8, 2020.
"There is a negotiating process that has yet to take place,” Goodale told The Canadian Press. 
"But it hasn’t yet begun. So, it’s a bit premature for a number to be circulated in the public 
domain, because none of the other parties involved in this process have had any input 
whatsoever.”
Ukrainian International Airlines flight PS752 crashed shortly after takeoff from Tehran after 
being shot down by the Iranian military. The passengers were mostly Canadian and Iranian 
nationals and nine Ukrainian crew members.
Iran admitted days later the incident that it shot down the passenger jet by mistake. However, 
Canadian Foreign Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne has said that he does not believe the 
downing of the jet was caused by a human error.
The Iranian military said it was on high alert at the time of the accident, which happened hours 
after it fired missiles at two US bases in Iraq, in retaliation for an air strike that killed a top 
Iranian general, Qasem Soleimani.
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Biden Calls Those Involved in US Capitol Hill Riot 'Domestic Terrorists'

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - President-elect Joe Biden said in a press conference on 
Thursday that individuals who breached the Capitol Building on Wednesday are domestic 
terrorists.
"They weren't protesters, don't dare call them protesters, they were a riotous mob, 
insurrectionists, domestic terrorists," Biden said.
Biden said President Donald Trump incited the mob to penetrate the Capitol Building while 
Congress was working to verify the Electoral College votes.
Wednesday's event will go down as one of the darkest days in American history, Biden said. 
Thousands of Trump supporters violently stormed the Capitol building on Wednesday in a bid to 
prevent Congress from certifying the election results. The protesters attacked Capitol police with 
metal pipes, chemical irritants, and other weapons, and damaged property before seizing the 
rotunda and inauguration stage. The attack, which came after Trump urged his supporters to 
keep fighting to overturn the election results, marked the most significant breach of US capitol 
grounds since the British set fire to it in 1814.
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US House Speaker Pelosi Calls for Resignation of Capitol Police Chief After Riot

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Thursday called for 
the resignation of the Chief of the Capitol Police, Steven Sund, following the security breach at 
the Capitol Building by supporters of President Donald Trump.
"I’m calling for the resignation of the Chief of the Capitol Police, Sund,” Pelosi told reporters 
when asked how she would address the security breaches on Capitol Hill. “Many of our Capitol 
Police just acted so bravely,... but there was a failure of leadership, at the top of the Capitol 
Police.”
Trump’s supporters broke into Congress on Wednesday to protest the verification of the 
Electoral College votes for Democrat Joe Biden, who defeated the Republican president in the 
November election. The mob engaged with police in a stand-off that lasted several hours and 
left at least four people dead, including a female Air-Force veteran, who was shot inside the 
Congress hall by a police officer.
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US House Speaker Pelosi Calls for Trump’s Removal By Invoking 25th Amendment

UNITED NATIONS, January 7 (Sputnik) - US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi in a press briefing 
on Wednesday called for President Donald Trump’s removal from the office by invoking the 25th 
Amendment to the US Constitution for inciting violence at Wednesday’s protest on Capitol Hill.
"I joined the Senate Democratic Leader and calling on the Vice President [Mike Pence] to 
remove this President by immediately invoking the 25th Amendment," Pelosi said. "If the Vice 
President and cabinet do not, the Congress may be prepared to move forward with 
impeachment."
"In the next 13 days, this dangerous man can do further harm to our country and assault on our 
democracy," she added.
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US State of Maryland Deploys National Guard to Protect Biden Inauguration - Governor

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The Maryland National Guard will remain on duty in 
Washington through the January 20 swearing in of President-elect Joe Biden and the remainder
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of the month to ensure a peaceful transition of power, Governor Larry Hogan said at a news 
conference on Thursday.
“Today we are extending the Maryland National Guard’s mission in Washington, DC through the 
inauguration and through the end of the month,” Hogan said.
On Wednesday, Maryland deployed 500 National Guard troops to aid overwhelmed local police 
battling angry Trump supporters who occupied the Capitol building in an attempt to block 
congressional certification of November’s presidential election.
After police secured the Capitol, freeing lawmakers who sheltered for much of the day to 
complete a formal certification of Biden’s victory, and helping city police enforce an overnight 
curfew, troops redeployed to the outskirts of Washington where they will remain on standby for 
the remainder of the month, Hogan said.
"We remain at a fragile moment,” Hogan said. “The mob may have shattered glass but they did 
not and they will not shatter our Democracy.”
Hogan, a popular Republican governor in an overwhelmingly Democratic state that borders 
Washington, also backed calls to remove Trump from office prior to the January office.
"There’s no question that America would be better off if the president would resign or be 
removed from office,” he said.
Hogan anamed Vice President Mike Pence as the US official best positioned to lead a peaceful 
transition of power in the 13 days until the Biden inauguration, but he declined to comment on 
calls by many lawmakers to invoke the 25th Amendment of the US Constitution.
The amendment includes a provision that could be used to let Pence to take over as an acting 
president for the remainder of Trump’s term.
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US Transportation Secretary Resigns, Citing Storming of Capitol by Pro-Trump Crowd

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao announced her 
resignation on Thursday, the latest Trump administration official to leave after citing fallout over 
the storming of the Capitol the previous day by supporters of President Donald Trump upset 
over the president's election loss.
"Yesterday, our country experienced a traumatic and entirely avoidable event as supporters of 
the President stormed the Capitol building following a rally he addressed,” Chai said in a letter 
to her colleagues, also posted on Twitter. “As I’m sure is the case with many of you, it has 
deeply troubled me in a way that I cannot simply set aside. Today, I am announcing my 
resignation as US Secretary of Transportation, to take effect on Monday, January 11.”
Earlier in the day, Mick Mulvaney, President Donald Trump’s former chief of staff, told CNBC 
that he has resigned as special US envoy to Northern Ireland.
Others who have stepped down since Wednesday include Stephanie Grisham, former chief of 
staff to First Lady Melania Trump; Matt Pottinger, the deputy national security adviser; Sarah 
Matthews, deputy White House press secretary; Anna Cristina "Rickie" Niceta, social secretary 
at the White House; Ryan Tully, the National Security Council's senior director for European and
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Russian Affairs; Tyler Goodspeed, acting chairman of the White House Council of Economic 
Advisers; and John Costello, deputy assistant secretary for intelligence and security at the 
Commerce Department.
Trump’s supporters broke into Congress on Wednesday to protest the verification of the 
Electoral College votes for Democrat Joe Biden, who defeated the Republican president in 
November’s election. The mob engaged with police in a stand-off that lasted several hours and 
left at least four people dead, including a female Air-Force veteran, who was shot inside the 
Congress hall by a police officer.
Trump's term officially ends on January 20, with Biden’s inauguration.
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Canada Requests USMCA Consultations With US About Solar Export Tariffs - Minister

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Canada has requested consultations with the United 
States through USMCA trade agreement provisions regarding Washington’s tariffs on Canadian 
solar exports, Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion Mary Ng said in a statement on 
Thursday.
“Canada has requested consultations with the United States on its continued tariffs on solar 
products, as first steps in the [USMCA] dispute settlement process. These tariffs are 
unwarranted and clearly violate the provisions and the spirit of [USMCA],” the statement said.
Ng said any trade disruptions would be detrimental to the economic recovery of both nations still 
struggling to recover from the devastation wreaked by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Ottawa says that the tariffs - imposed in early 2018 - have led to an 82 percent decline in solar 
exports to the United States.
Canada and its largest trading partner are engaged in a number of trade disputes, with Ottawa 
rallying against US tariffs on dairy and lumber products, among others.
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Biden Calls Those Involved in US Capitol Hill Riot 'Domestic Terrorists'

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - President-elect Joe Biden said in a press conference on 
Thursday that individuals who breached the Capitol Building on Wednesday are domestic 
terrorists.
"They weren't protesters, don't dare call them protesters, they were a riotous mob, 
insurrectionists, domestic terrorists," Biden said.
Biden said President Donald Trump incited the mob to penetrate the Capitol Building while 
Congress was working to verify the Electoral College votes.
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Pompeo Approves New Cyberspace Security and Emerging Technologies Bureau - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US Secretary State Mike Pompeo has approved the 
creation of a Cyberspace Security and Emerging Technologies (CSET) Bureau to fend off 
challenges to U.S. national security from China, Russia, Iran, North Korea, the State 
Department said in a statement on Thursday.
"The need to reorganize and resource America’s cyberspace and emerging technology security 
diplomacy through the creation of CSET is critical," the statement said, announcing Pompeo’s 
directive to establish the panel proposed 18 months ago. "The challenges to U.S. national 
security presented by China, Russia, Iran, North Korea, and other cyber and emerging 
technology competitors and adversaries have only increased since the Department notified 
Congress in June 2019 of its intent to create CSET."
The statement did not specify the challenges each of those countries posed to US 
cybersecurity.
It, however, said the CSET bureau will lead government diplomatic efforts on a wide range of 
international cyberspace security and emerging technology policy issues that affect US foreign 
policy and national security.
This included securing cyberspace and critical technologies, reducing the likelihood of cyber 
conflict, and prevailing in strategic cyber competition, it added.
CSET will also permit the State Department to "posture itself appropriately and engage as 
effectively as possible with partners and allies on these pressing national security concerns", the 
statement said.
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US Court Sentences Russia's Andrei Tyurin to 12 Years in Prison for Hacking - Judge

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The New York federal district court has sentenced 
Russian national Andrei Tyurin to12 years in prison for computer hacking, Judge Laura Taylor 
Swain said on Thursday.
"These sentences run concurrently for a total of 144 months of imprisonment," Swain said 
during a teleconference sentencing hearing.
The court decided to conduct a restitution hearing in the case on April 6 at 9:00 a. m., Swain 
also said.
The court acknowledged that while Tyurin participated in a financial criminal enterprise from 
2007 to 2015, he was not the enterprise's leader but collaborated with his co-defendant Gery 
Shalon, Swain noted.
After serving his sentence, Tyurin must leave the United States, Swain said.
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In a statement he gave before being sentenced, Tyurin said he repents everything he has done. 
"I was involved in an illegal activity, just once I broke the law and [then] continued to cross the 
line," he said. "I am aware that I caused a lot of harm to a lot of people and I sincerely apologize 
for my actions."
Tyurin was arrested in Georgia in 2017 at the US government's request. The US authorities 
alleged that Tyurin was involved in a global hacking campaign targeting financial institutions that 
resulted in the theft of personal data from more than 100 million users.
Georgia extradited Tyurin to the United States in September 2018.
In 2019, Tyurin pleaded guilty to six counts, including conspiracy to commit computer hacking, 
wire fraud, conspiracy to violate the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act, and 
conspiracy to commit bank fraud, according to the Justice Department.
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US Authorities to Deploy 6,200 National Guardsmen in DC, Build Fence Around Capitol

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US authorities intend to deploy 6,200 National Guard 
servicemen in Washington, DC, and build a temporary fence around the Capitol compound after 
the site of the country’s legislature was attacked by violent President Donald Trump’s 
supporters, Mayor Muriel Bowser and Secretary of the Army Ryan McCarthy told reporters on 
Thursday.
They made it clear that heightened security measures will be in place for at least 30 days, 
including on January 20 for President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration.
"The fencing that is going up around the Capitol, non-scalable fencing, will be in place through 
the inauguration... The guard's strength that will be coming on the ground by this weekend up to 
6,200 will be available through the inauguration as well,” Bowser said during a joint press 
briefing.
McCarthy described it as "a larger composition of personnel that you would have for the 
standard inauguration.”
He said that the entire DC National Guard has been mobilized and is receiving reinforcements 
from states of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and New York. "These 
personnel and security measures will be in place for no less than 30 days," McCarthy added. 
According to McCarthy, 850 guardsmen were to be deployed on the Capitol grounds by 
Thursday noon, up from 150 sent there in the immediate aftermath of the breach by Trump 
loyalists who attempted to disrupt the Congressional certification of Biden’s victory. He also said 
that works are already underway to encircle the domed compound, that will be a venue for the 
presidential inauguration, with a 7-foot non-scalable fence.
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Schumer Urges Pence to Take Over as Acting US President by Invoking 25th Amendment

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer on 
Thursday called on Vice President Mike Pence to invoke the 25th Amendment of the 
Constitution to quickly strip President Donald Trump of executive power prior to the January 20 
inauguration - a move that would effectively make Pence the acting US president.
"The quickest and most effective way - it can be done today - to remove this president from 
office would be for the Vice President to immediately invoke the 25th Amendment. If the Vice 
President and the Cabinet refuse to stand up, Congress must reconvene to impeach President 
Trump," Schumer said via Twitter.
Schumer echoed calls by dozens of congressional Democrats to impeach Trump as Republican 
officials remained largely silent. However Congressman Adam Kinzinger became the first 
high-profile Republican to also call for Trump’s ouster, claiming that the president’s behavior 
indicates he has lost touch with reality and suffers from mental illness.
The amendment allows for the temporary or permanent transfer of power from the President to 
Vice President if a majority in the Cabinet notifies leaders in the House and Senate that the 
President is unable to perform his duties.
Trump remained silent much of Wednesday as his supporters occupied the Capitol in an 
attempt to stop Congress from certifying results of the 2020 presidential election. After urging 
his supporters to march on the Capitol, and some entered Congress and engaged with police, 
Trump then issued a video calling on them to remain peaceful and go home.
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Trump Campaign Lawyer Quits, Says His Services Used to 'Perpetrate a Crime' - Court Filing

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - A lawyer representing the Trump campaign has 
requested that a court withdraw him as counsel, claiming that his services are being used to 
perpetrate a crime, a court filing revealed on Thursday.
"The Undersigned respectfully requests leave of this Court to withdraw as counsel for Plaintiff in 
this action pursuant to Pennsylvania Rule of Professional Conduct 1.16(b)(3) and (4) inasmuch 
as the client has used the lawyer’s services to perpetrate a crime and the client insists upon 
taking action that the lawyer considers repugnant and with which the lawyer has a fundamental 
disagreement," Attorney Jerome Marcus said in the filing.
Marcus was representing the Trump campaign in the lawsuit to stop the Philadelphia County 
Board of Elections from counting ballots until Republican observers are present.
The Trump campaign and the Republican party have lost 62 out of 63 total lawsuits filed since 
the November 3 election in the effort to challenge the 2020 presidential election results. Courts 
have found they had no credible evidence of massive voter fraud.
In a late-night session of Congress after police secured the Capitol following a siege, lawmakers 
voted to certify President-elect Joe Biden’s election victory.
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Attacks on Media Covering Protest in Washington ’Unacceptable’ - UN Spokesperson 
UNITED NATIONS, January 7 (Sputnik) - UN spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a press 
briefing on Thursday that the attacks on journalists covering the Save America protest called for 
by President Donald Trump are "unacceptable."
On Wednesday, a Sputnik correspondent reported that Trump supporters surrounded an 
Associated Press crew outside the Capitol building, yelling "get out of here" and smashing their 
cameras and tripods.
"Attacks on the media, whether they are targeted, whether there are spontaneous, are 
unacceptable," Dujarric said.
The Wednesday’s rally took a violent turn after Trump supporters broke into Congress to 
protesting the verification of the Electoral College votes and engaged with police. At least four 
people died, including a female Air-Force veteran, who was shot inside Congress by a police 
officer.
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US House Panel Launches Review of Security Failings in Breach of Capitol - Statement

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The US House Appropriations Committee is investigating 
the security failings that allowed pro-Trump supporters to breach the Capitol Building, 
Committee Chair Rosa DeLauro and her colleague Tim Ryan said in a joint statement on 
Thursday.
"It is obvious that there was a severe systemic failure in securing the building’s perimeter and in 
the response once the building was breached," the lawmakers said. "To ensure the safety of 
those who work and visit here, we must get to the bottom of these breakdowns and prevent 
them from ever happening again."
The statement said the House Legislative Branch Appropriations Subcommittee is investigating 
Wednesday's breach and will conduct hearings with key leaders related to the situation.
The Appropriations Committee funds the Capitol Police and approved $516 million for fiscal 
year 2021.
On Wednesday, thousands of Trump supporters encircled the Capitol building to protest the 
verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which they claim are illegitimate. However, a 
large group of individuals entered the building and reached the Senate chamber where they 
engaged with Capitol police.
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Several Capitol Hill Rioters to Be Charged Today, More to Come- Acting US Attorney General

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Several individuals that stormed the US Capitol building 
will be charged with crimes on Thursday and more are expected to be charged in the coming 
days, acting US Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen said in a statement.
"Some participants in yesterday's violence will be charged today, and we will continue to 
methodically access evidence, charge crimes and make arrests in the coming days and weeks 
to ensure that those responsible are held accountable under the law," Rosen said in the 
statement on Thursday.
On Wednesday, thousands of Trump supporters encircled the Capitol building to protest the 
verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which they claim are illegitimate. However, a 
large group of individuals entered the building and reached the Senate chamber where they 
engaged with Capitol police.
Rosen said federal prosecutors have been working with federal and local authorities to gather 
evidence, identify perpetrators and charge them if federal crimes where warranted.
FBI Director Christopher Wray said the agency has deployed its full investigative resources to 
prosecute the individuals who were engaged in criminal activity on Wednesday.
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US Court Sentences Russia’s Andrei Tyurin to 12 Years in Prison for Hacking - Judge

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The New York federal district court has sentenced 
Russian national Andrei Tyurin to12 years in prison for computer hacking, Judge Laura Taylor 
Swain said on Thursday.
"These sentences run concurrently for a total of 144 months of imprisonment," Swain said 
during a teleconference sentencing hearing.
The court decided to conduct a restitution hearing in the case on April 6 at 9:00 a. m., Swain 
added.
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Washington Police Arrested 68 Involved in US Capitol Unrest, Searches for More Suspects

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Washington, DC police made 68 arrests in connection 
with the unrest at the US Capitol and is working to identify additional suspects involved in 
violence and property destruction, Metropolitan Police Department Chief Robert Contee told 
reporters on Thursday.
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"There were 68 arrested yesterday evening into the early morning hours of January 7. Of the 68 
arrests, 60 were adult males and eight were adult females. Forty-one of those arrests occurred 
on US Capitol grounds and, to my knowledge, only one of the arerstees is from the District of 
Columbia," Contee said during a press briefing.
Contee vowed to identify and hold "each and every one of the violent mob" accountable for their 
actions and asked the public for assistance.
"We still have a significant amount of work ahead of us... We have collected numerous images 
of interest that we are asking the community to help us identify," he said.
Contee added that 56 police officers were injured in clashes with supporters of President 
Donald Trump who broke into Congress in an attempt to disrupt the certification of results of 
2020 election winner Joe Biden.
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Several Capitol Hill Rioters Charged Today, More to Come - Acting US Attorney General

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Several individuals that stormed the US Capitol building 
have been charged with crimes as of Thursday and more are expected in the coming days, 
acting Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen said in a statement.
"Some participants in yesterday's violence will be charged today, and we will continue to 
methodically access evidence, charge crimes and make arrests in the coming days and weeks 
to ensure that those responsible are held accountable under the law," Rosen said in the 
statement.
On Wednesday, thousands of Trump supporters encircled the Capitol building to protest the 
verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which they claim are illegitimate. However, a 
large group of individuals entered the building and reached the Senate chamber where they 
engaged with Capitol police.
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Republican US Congressman Kinzinger Calls For Trump Ouster Over Capitol Takeover

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Republican Congressman Adam Kinzinger on Thursday 
called for President Donald Trump to be removed from office using the 25th amendment of the 
US Constitution following the violent storming of the Capitol by rioters seeking to overturn 
results of the November 3 presidential election.
“It’s with a heavy heart I am calling for the sake of our Democracy that the 25th Amendment be 
invoked,” Kinzinger said in a statement suggesting the president is suffering from mental illness 
and psychologically unable to lead the nation.
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“The president is unfit and the president is unwell,” Kinzinger said. “It is for this reason that I call 
for the vice president and members of the cabinet to ensure that the next few weeks are safe for 
the American people and that we have a sane captain of the ship.".
The statement likely positions Kinzinger as the first high-profile US Republican official to call for 
Trump’s ouster with less than two weeks to go before President-elect Joe Biden is sworn in.
The 25th Amendment allows a majority of a president’s Cabinet to transfer power to the vice 
president by sending a "formal declaration” to leaders of the House and Senate "that the 
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.”
Kinzinger said Trump caused the Capitol takeover by his supporters, alluding a Wednesday 
morning rally in which the president urged supporters to march to Capitol Hill in protest as 
Congress certified Biden’s election victory.
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Trump Withdraws Chad Wolfs Nomination for Secretary of Homeland Security - White House

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump has withdrawn Chad Wblfs 
nomination for Secretary of Homeland Security, the White House said on Thursday in a 
withdrawal notice.
"Chad F. Wolf, of Virginia, to be Secretary of Homeland Security, vice Kirstjen Nielsen, 
resigned, which was sent to the Senate on January 3, 2021," the withdrawal notice said.
The announcement came after Wolf urged Trump and other officials in his administration to 
publicly condemn Wednesday's violent takeover of the US Capitol building by Trump 
supporters.
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More Than 50 Officers Wounded In Capitol Siege, Several Hospitalized - Chief of Police

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - More than 50 law enforcement officers were wounded 
and several of them hospitalized following violent riots on the Capitol Hill in support of President 
Donald Trump, USCP Chief Steven Sund said in a statement on Thursday.
“More than 50 USCP and MPD [Metropolitan Police Department] sustained injuries during 
today’s attack on the Capitol. Several USCP officers have been hospitalized with serious 
injuries,” Sund said.
On Wednesday, Trump supporters broke into the US Capitol building after the president 
delivered a speech to tens of thousands of supporters near the White House. At least four 
people were killed in the violence, including a female Air Force veteran, who was shot inside the 
Capitol by a police officer who has been suspended, Sund said.
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“As per the USCP’s policy, the USCP employee has been placed on administrative leave and 
their police powers have been suspended pending the outcome of a joint Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD) and USCP investigation,’’ Sund said.
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Democrat Lawmakers Angered by Capitol Takeover Want Trump Ousted Before Inauguration

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - US Congressman Gerry Connolly on Thursday joined a 
growing number of Democrat lawmakers demanding that President Donald Trump be removed 
from office prior to the January 7 swearing in of President-elect Joe Biden after Trump 
supporters breached security to enter Congress the day before.
"Donald Trump has flagrantly abused his power and tarnished the office he holds. Now he’s 
incited bloodshed in the halls of your Capitol. We cannot endure this nightmare for a second 
longer," Connolly said Thursday on Twitter. "If his Cabinet won’t exercise the 25th [Amendment 
to the Constitution], he must be impeached and removed from office."
As of Wednesday night, when police cleared the Capitol and lawmakers emerged from hiding to 
complete a constitutional process of certifying the presidential election results, media tallied 
more three dozen Democrats demanding Trump’s ouster.
Wth less than two weeks until Biden takes over, the time consuming impeachment process that 
requires action in the Senate and House of Representatives looks unlikely.
The 25th amendment allows the US vice president to take over if the president is unable to do 
his job - either permanently or temporarily.
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Face book Will Block Trump's Account Indefinitely, For at Least 2 Weeks - Zuckerberg

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Facebook will block US President Donald Trump’s 
accounts indefinitely and for at least the next two weeks to allow for a peaceful transition of 
presidential power following unrest in Washington, DC, Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg said in 
a statement on Thursday.
"We believe the risks of allowing the President to continue to use our service during this period 
are simply too great. Therefore, we are extending the block we have placed on his Facebook 
and Instagram accounts indefinitely and for at least the next two weeks until the peaceful 
transition of power is complete," Zuckerberg said.
On Wednesday, Trump supporters broke into the US Capitol building after the president 
delivered a speech to tens of thousands of protesters near the White House. During the 
remarks, Trump said he refused to concede and called on his supporters to keep fighting to
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prevent the election from being stolen, claiming widespread vote fraud, allegations that have 
been refuted by election officials.
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Republican US Congressman Kinzinger Calls For Trump Ouster Over Capitol Takeover

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) ~ Republican Congressman Adam Kinzinger on Thursday 
called for President Donald Trump to be removed from office using the 25th amendment of the 
US Constitution following the violent storming of the Capitol by rioters seeking to overturn 
results of the November 3 presidential election.
“It’s with a heavy heart I am calling for the sake of our Democracy that the 25th Amendment be 
invoked,” Kinzinger said in a statement.
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UN Expert Urges for Steps to Protect Civilian Aircrafts Over Conflict Zones - Statement

UNITED NATIONS, January 7 (Sputnik) - UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or 
Arbitrary Killings Agnes Callamard issued a statement on Thursday in which she called for 
establishing urgent measures to protect civilian aircraft flying over conflict zones.
Callamard issued the call on the first anniversary of the downing of Ukraine International Airlines 
flight 752 in Iran.
"The strike against flight PS752 highlights the insufficiencies of the international conventions 
related to air safety... when dealing with military actions against civilian planes," the statement 
said. "The international system responsible for civilian air safety... must be urgently optimized to 
effectively address the issue of air safety in conflict zones or indeed a far more complete 
overhaul and reform ought to be on the agenda."
On January 8, 2020, the Kiev-bound Boeing 737-800 crashed almost immediately after takeoff 
in Iran. All 176 people aboard the aircraft were killed and included nationals of Ukraine, Canada, 
Iran, Afghanistan, Germany, Sweden and the United Kingdom.
Three days later, Iran admitted that its military shot down the airplane after mis identifying it for a 
hostile cruise missile. The crash took place amid an escalating confrontation between Iran and 
the United States following the assassination of Iranian commander Qasem Soleimani by US 
drones.
Callamard said in situations of high military tensions, closing the airspace is the most effective 
mean to prevent an attack on civilian aircraft.
"All other options are secondary and may subject civilian aircraft to risk," she said.
In addition, Callamard said that the international community must set out clear standards as to 
when governments should close their airspace and hold states accountable for failing to do so.
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Callamard also called for establishing an independent body to monitor air safety in conflict 
zones and to inform states about the risks to civilian airplanes.
"Passengers and flight crew cannot be left at the mercy of states and airlines who put revenue 
and other motives ahead of safety," Callamard said.
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Acting US Homeland Security Chief Urges Trump to Condemn Violence in Capitol

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Acting Secretary of the Department of Homeland 
Security Chad Wolf on Tuesday urged President Donald Trump and other officials in his 
administration to publicly condemn Wednesday's takeover of the US Capitol building by angry 
Trump supporters.
"Any appearance of inciting violence by an elected official goes against who we are as 
Americans,” Wolf said in a statement. "I implore the President and all elected officials to strongly 
condemn the violence that took place yesterday.”
Wolf also said he planned to remain in office until the January 20 inauguration of President-elect 
Joe Biden to help ensure an orderly transition of power.
Several other senior officials have resigned in the wake of the incident, including Deputy 
National Security Adviser Matt Pottinger, Special Envoy Mick Mulvaney and National Security 
Council senior director for European and Russian Affairs Ryan Tully.
Wednesday began with a Trump rally near the White House with the president telling tens of 
thousands of supporters to march to Capitol Hill to protest election results while repeating 
unsubstantiated claims that his defeat resulted from massive election fraud.
Trump responded later in the day with a tepid statement urging supporters to leave the Capitol 
as lawmakers sheltered in locked offices as federal police battled protesters and at least four 
people died during the melee.
In a late-night session of Congress after police secured the Capitol, lawmakers voted to certify 
Biden’s victory.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia

NSC Director for European and Russian Affairs Ryan Tully Resigns - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Ryan Tully, European and Russian Affairs Senior Director 
at the US National Security Council, resigned from his position after the recent unrest in 
Washington, DC, CNN and Bloomberg reported on Thursday.
"Ryan Tully... is out," CNN reported.
Tully decided to resign "after yesterday's events at US Capitol," Bloomberg reported.
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US Weekly Jobless Claims Barely Changed at 787,000 in Week to January 2 - Labor Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Some 787,000 Americans filed for jobless benefits in the 
week ending on January 2, a number that barely changed from the one reported the week 
before, the Labor Department said in a news release on Thursday.
"in the week ending January 2, the advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was
787.000, " the release said.
The Labor Department reported the number of claims in the week ending on December 26 to be
790.000, which reflects a decrease in the latest week's claims by 3,000, or 0.4 percent.
Some analysts have said the decrease could be due to a year-end flux in data gathering.
"There have been some small signs of improvement in the past two weeks but it's tough to tell if 
that's real or a result of holidays," Adam Button, analyst at ForexLive, said.
Continuing weekly claims, reported with a one-week lag but sometimes considered a better 
gauge of the labor market, also fell to 5.1 million from a previous 5.2 million. The unemployment 
rate, meanwhile, was at 3.5 percent, unchanged from the previous week’s revised rate.
The United States lost more than 21 million jobs between March and April at the height of 
lockdowns amid the coronavirus pandemic. A rebound of 2.5 million jobs was logged in May and 
4.8 million in June, but the gains slowed in September and October with less than 700,000 jobs 
added each month. In November, there were just 245,000 additions.
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US Trade Deficit Up $5Bln in November to $68.1 Bln - Commerce Dept

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The US trade deficit rose by $5 billion or about 8 percent 
in November to reach $68.1 billion, data from the Commerce Department’s Census Bureau 
showed on Friday.
"The goods and services deficit was $68.1 billion in November, up $5.0 billion from $63.1 billion 
in October, revised,” the bureau said in a news release, accompanying the data.
Exports for the month amounted to $184.2 billion, while imports stood at $252.3 billion, the 
bureau said.
The November imports of consumer goods increased by $4.0 billion to $214.1 billion, the 
highest on record, the data showed.
The US trade deficit with China rose by $3.5 billion to $30 billion, while the deficit with the 
European Union widened by $1.0 billion to $16.7 billion.
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Capitol Building in Michigan Closes Due to Threat, Police Investigating - Lawmakers

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - The Capitol building in the US state of Michigan has 
been shut down due to a security threat that police are investigating, several lawmakers said on 
via Twitter on Thurday.
"Our Lansing Capitol has been closed for the day because of threats that have been made,” 
congressman Abdullah Hammoud said.
Hammoud, State Senator Mallory McMorrow and other local lawmakers shared screenshots of a 
security alert they had received from the Michigan State Police Department.
"Due to a threat received early this morning, January 7, 2021, the Capitol building is temporarily 
closed to all members and staff. Michigan State Police are investigating," the alert said.
The fresh threats come just one day after supporters of President Donald Trump stormed the 
US Capitol building as Congress was set to certify his electoral defeat to Joe Biden.
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US Weekly Jobless Claims Barely Changed at 787,000 in Week to January 2 - Labor Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - Some 787,000 Americans filed for jobless benefits last 
year, little changed from the previous week, Labor Department data showed on Thursday, as 
US job market recovery continued to struggle under the coronavirus pandemic.
"In the week ending January 2, the advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was
787,000,” the department said in a news release. It raised claims in the previous week to 
December 26 to 790,000 from a previously published 787,000. That brought the latest week’s 
claims down by 3,000, or 0.4 percent. Economists polled by US media forecast 800,000 claims 
for the week ended January 2.
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Trump Special Envoy Mulvaney Says Resigned After Storming of US Capitol, Others May 
Follow

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - President Donald Trump's former chief of staff and 
Special Envoy for Northern Ireland said on Thursday that he resigned from his post the previous 
night after a mob of protesters stormed the US Capitol building in Washington.
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“I called [Secretary of State] Mike Pompeo last night to let him know I was resigning from that. I 
can’t do it. I can't stay," Mulvaney told CNBC in an interview.
Mulvaney said more officials from Trump's administration could soon quit, while others plan to 
stay on because they fear the president could "put something worse in" before leaving office on 
January 20.
On Wednesday, Trump loyalists broke into the US Capitol building after the president delivered 
a fiery speech to tens of thousands of supporters near the White House. During the remarks, 
Trump said he refused to concede and called on his supporters to keep fighting to prevent the 
election from being “stolen,” claiming widespread vote fraud, allegations that have been refuted 
by election officials.
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RPT - Trump Loyalists Say Siege of Congress Necessary to Reverse 'Stolen' Election, Defend 
US

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - President Donald Trump's supporters told Sputnik that 
protesters stormed the US Capitol building to defend God's country and ensure the presidential 
election was not stolen.
Earlier, pro-Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol building as Congress was trying 
to certify the results of Democrat Joe Biden's presidential victory. The mass riot erupted after 
Trump in a speech vowed to never concede and called on the crowd to keep fighting.
Later, Trump uploaded a video to social media calling on his supporters to go home.
However, David from Dallas, Texas said he did not want to abide by any orders to leave.
"Why should we have to comply? They stole the election. We pay tax dollars, this is our house," 
David told Sputnik. "We're fighting because this is God's country, that's why we're out here. And 
they're tearing our country to hell in a handbasket."
The Dallas, Texas native added that he is thrilled with the way events have unfolded, 
underscoring his devotion to fighting for his country.
A Trump supporter named Shannon also expressed pride in the day's developments.
"We... interrupted the Senate session. I thought that was fantastic, made a real big message... 
we just went in there just to take our building back," Shannon said.
One protester named Anthony told Sputnik, however, that he would obey his leader's command. 
"Yeah, I’ll comply because that's my president," Anthony said, albeit noting that Americans like 
him deserve answers about the purported transgressions in the electoral process.
A curfew is now in effect in the District of Columbia and according to reports law enforcement 
agencies are now pushing protesters away from Capitol Hill. At least 13 arrests were made and 
around a half dozen weapons seized. One woman was shot and killed during the clashes.
In the early evening, Congress resumed the session after officials said they had secured the US 
Capitol building.
The violence was roundly condemned in both parties, attracted international opprobrium as well 
as calls for impeaching Trump for inciting violence.
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