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Videos: ‘Dangerous’ Heat Wave Strikes Fire-Ravaged California as New Wildfires Erupt 
by Gaby Arancibia

As a dangerous heat wave has struck the Golden State, thousands of residents living in 
California’s Shasta and Napa counties have been ordered to flee their homes after two new 
wildfires emerged over the weekend.
The US National Weather Service (NWS) issued multiple alerts over the weekend that indicated 
California would be hit with a one-two punch from Mother Nature, which shelled out heat wave 
conditions as firefighters continued to battle raging fires across the state.
A heat advisory issued by the agency is due to stay in place until 8 p.m. local time on Thursday. 
Along the California coastline, temperatures are expected to range in the mid to lower 90s in 
degrees Fahrenheit, whereas inland locations are forecast to level between the upper 90s and 
lower 100s.
“Dangerous hot and dry conditions are expected much of this week,” reads a notice from the 
NWS’ Los Angeles-Oxnard branch. “Gusty offshore flow will help to drive temperatures up, with 
triple digits in the valleys and nineties across some coastal areas Tuesday through at least 
Thursday.”
The region isn’t expected to see cooler temperatures until Friday, with the heat subsiding to a 
more “normal” level by Sunday.
In addition to checking on neighbors and relatives, residents are urged to stay hydrated, stay 
out of the sun and take precautions, like staying in the shade, when outdoors.
The heat wave comes as climate scientist Daniel Swain recently issued a report indicating that 
California endured its hottest August on record this year. The month of August also saw 
temperatures in Death Valley reach 130 degrees Fahrenheit - a first since 1913, according to 
the NWS.
However, as first responders have continuously battled against the state’s worst wildfire season 
on record, with more than 3.6 million acres burned, the fight is far from over.
Brett Rossio, a meteorologist with AccuWeather, told USA Today that the current heat wave is 
“creating a tinderbox” in the already fire-ravaged state by “decreasing the dew point and thereby 
decreasing the relative humidity.”
In fact, two new blazes - the Zogg and Glass fires - erupted late Sunday in the state’s northern 
region, forcing thousands of residents in the area to evacuate from their homes.
According to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire), neither of the 
two fires has been contained, and they have destroyed nearly 30,000 acres of land in the state’s 
Shasta and Napa counties. The Sacramento Bee reported that several known structures, such 
as the historic 41-year-old Chateau Boswell winery, have been destroyed.
Multiple evacuation orders have been issued across the state for individuals living in Santa 
Rosa, Napa-Sonoma and near the Trione-Annadel State Park, among other areas.
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“There have been numerous evacuations, that’s been going on through the night,” Tyree 
Zander, spokesperson for Cal Fire, told the Bee. “[The fires] have a rapid rate of spread, a 
dangerous rate of spread.”
As of Monday morning, Cal Fire told the outlet that some 1,070 firefighters are battling the Glass 
fire.
The latest fires come on the heels of multiple fires that erupted in California, as well as 
neighboring states of Oregon and Washington. The August Complex fire, which erupted in 
California on August 16, has only been 45% contained.
The Golden State’s 2020 wildfire season has seen a total of 27 major blazes thus far.
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Relaxed Kitten Snuggles Inside Fanny Pack During Violin Practice - Video Club

A very snuggly, relaxed kitten recently proved that it’s not only humans who can vibe with and 
enjoy the sounds of the violin, especially when you’ve got front row tickets to a top-notch 
musician.
Cellphone footage shared online by London-based violinist Esther Abrami captures an adorable 
kitten lounging inside a fanny pack while the French musician practices a piece of music.
Abrami noted in the video post that she opted to place the feline inside the pack since “she cries 
whenever I leave her on the floor.” Talk about a win-win solution here, folks.
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‘A Fighting Campaign’: Gloria La Riva Brings Socialist Option to US Presidential Race 
by Morgan Artvukhina

Sputnik recently sat down with Gloria La Riva, a California labor activist running for US 
president on a third-party ticket who says her socialist campaign offers a real alternative to 
Donald Trump and Joe Biden, who are united in upholding American capitalism. In 2016, she 
received 74,000 votes - the most any socialist has received since 1976.
MA: This is Morgan Artyukhina, I’m here today with Gloria La Riva.
GLR: Hi, my name is Gloria La Riva and I’m running for President of the United States as a 
socialist for the Party for Socialism and Liberation (PSL) in 15 states, but one of them as a 
candidate for the Peace and Freedom Party of California and in Vermont for the Liberty Union 
Party. And it’s been an incredibly vital campaign, with the members, activists supporters of the 
PSL all over the country.
MA: And I just have a few questions for you today, Gloria. Biden and Trump, your two 
competitors - two millionaires - have claimed to be candidates for the working class, and their
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parties do the same. However, a glance at their spending concerns suggests otherwise. Can 
you tell me how your platform and concerns differ from theirs in this field?
GLR: It’s a difference of night and day, my campaign versus that of the two candidates of the 
Democrats and the Republicans. For example, their role, really, as the executive of the United 
States, the ruling class, is to maximize profits, when you think about it. That’s why the policies of 
every president has been to decrease taxes for the rich and increase taxes for the poor. They 
couch it in terms of the working class - oh, like we’re against taxes - but it always comes down 
to taxation on the working class through overt and covert taxation.
What we’re calling for is for the takeover of the banks and the major corporations in order to use 
that wealth, that enormous wealth that comes from workers’ labor, to create free health care, 
free education, housing for all and all the needs that people have day-in and day-out.
So, as a socialist, we would employ many executive orders. I think the interesting thing about 
Trump is that he has used the executive power in so many ways that others previously haven’t 
done: jailing immigrants, separating children, trying to build a wall against Mexico and 
abrogating all the protections of the environment.
So, we would reverse those: we would free the people from the jails and also reduce greatly the 
prison population. Use the wealth - instead of rescuing the banks, as they did in the early part of 
the pandemic and continue to do so by trillions of dollars, that wealth should be used to 
providing income for all adults so that the families can be safe at home, so that they can 
acquire, through the takeover of Apple, and HP and Microsoft, computers for every child, 
internet for every child and for every household. These are just fundamentals: to use the 
resources of the government, to use the Defense Production Act in order to create all the needs 
to combat the COVID virus.
MA: You and your running mate, Sunil Freeman, are on the ballot in 14 states and Washington, 
DC, and an official write-in candidate in another 12, with those numbers increasing weekly. Tell 
me about your campaign’s struggle as a third party to get on the ballot and to get into other 
events, such as debates.
GLR: What most people don’t know in the country is that it’s more than Democrat and 
Republican. However, third parties have an enormous obstacle to try to overcome to try to get 
on any ballot. For example: in every state there is a different process. Thousands of signatures 
or tens of thousands, or even 150,000, as in California. So, for us to get on the ballot in 15 
states, where it took our members to collect more than 6,000 signatures in New Mexico or 4,000 
in Illinois, is quite a feat. But the problem is also not just being on the ballot, it's having media 
access. And all the major corporations, the television stations especially, will not have any 
third-party candidate in the media this year.
MA: In your home state of California, we have seen catastrophic wildfires devastating lands and 
lives. Point 2 of your platform’s 10-point program is “combat the climate crisis.” How would your 
administration do that?
GLR: To save the planet from the environmental destruction, which is accelerating every day - it 
needs international cooperation. And there needs to be more than the Kyoto Protocol; it needs 
to be much, much tougher. For example, banning deep-sea fishing from all the main countries 
that really trawl the oceans and destroy so many of the fishing stock - Norway, the United 
States, Japan, even China - all the countries could cooperate together to put a ban on fishing for 
a year, two years, until the ocean can recover. The other part is the issue of plastics and
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petrochemicals and the oil industry. We must stop fracking immediately. We must stop the use 
of an inordinate amount of plastics. Now, plastics have been needed in the pandemic, but 
there’s a way to really eliminate much of the use of household plastic and really reserve it only 
for medical use.
That’s just a little bit of what we need to do for the environment. But certainly, to move toward 
[a] fossil fuel-free environment immediately. And that is necessary - again, in using the Defense 
Production Act. That is a law that was passed in 1950 to build weaponry to bomb, to 
carpet-bomb Korea in the Korean War, but the essence of the law says that any factory, any 
industry can be taken over for production for defense purposes of the population. Certainly, we 
need to save the planet, and that is the ultimate defense.
MA: You were recently in Louisiana knocking on people’s doors. Tell me about what brought 
you to that area and how it relates to your campaign.
GLR: On August 27, Hurricane Laura hit and destroyed the city of Lake Charles, Louisiana. So 
twice, my campaign - PSL members and myself - we traveled to Louisiana, first to Lake Charles. 
We gathered money, spent a lot of money to bring food and water to people who were 
abandoned, stranded in the city without any water or food.
Then we returned for a week of organizing in New Orleans, where thousands of people are 
housed temporarily in the hotels. The reason that we went - FEMA, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, is refusing to give the people what they need to recover. So we went 
there to organize with the community a protest, which received a lot of media coverage.
Our fight is not over there, but this is part of why we say our campaign for president is a fighting 
campaign.
MA: Keeping with the theme of struggle: recently in Denver, four activists with your party, the 
Party for Socialism and Liberation, were arrested and given what your campaign has called 
"trumped-up charges” after they led protests against the Aurora Police Department’s refusal to 
hold officers accountable for the 2019 death of Elijah McClain. Can you tell me how your 
campaign is supporting the Movement for Black Lives and what a La Riva/Freeman 
administration would do to address the crises of racism and police violence in America?
GLR: The socialist campaign of the PSL is really an expression of the politics of the Party for 
Socialism and Liberation. And in that, we believe that the struggle against the \Nar on Black 
America is essential. Without the struggle against racism, we can’t talk about a legitimate fight 
for justice.
And starting with the assassination of George Floyd, we have been in the streets everywhere, 
from New York to Miami to Los Angeles to Seattle, Washington. And that includes my 
campaign, where we -1, personally, have been in Portland, Oregon; in Rochester, New York; 
Nashville, Tennessee; Burlington, Vermont; Albuquerque, New Mexico; Washington, DC; 
Providence, Rhode Island; and in Boston marching against police brutality, for justice for 
Breonna Taylor. In these days we’ve seen the outrage of no police being prosecuted for 
murdering her in her home. And also, every day there’s probably about three police killings of 
people. The rate has not slowed down; this year it will be more than 1,000 people - because 
we’re only still at the end of September - a thousand people murdered by the police. That’s 
intolerable, and why we say one of our essentials in our 10-point program is jail killer cops.
MA: Okay, I want to turn to the sphere of foreign policy for a moment. Donald Trump’s National 
Security Strategy has outlined Russia and China as the most important US policy concerns
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internationally, saying that the US needs to engage in “great power competition” with these 
countries. It's dedicated more than $760 billion towards the Pentagon’s annual budget. What 
would your administration’s top priorities be internationally?
GLR: First of all, the $760 billion in military spending is far more than that. It’s more like $1 
trillion, because nuclear weapons production and the whole industry is in the Department of 
Energy budget, and so it’s more like $1 trillion. But all this weaponry, and the building up of the 
arsenal of the Pentagon, is intended solely for global domination, for taking over countries’ 
resources, such as that of Venezuela, where the US is still trying to overthrow the 
democratically-elected government of Nicolas Maduro for the oil. And there is nothing in the US 
policy, in the US military policy, for protecting the people of the United States or the people of 
the world. It’s strictly for expanding imperialist interests in the world.
What we would do is shut down all 800 US bases that are known, and then shut those that we 
don’t know of yet. Those military bases are occupying other countries. You cannot be free if you 
have a foreign entity, foreign troops on your soil. South Korea’s occupied by the United States; 
that’s part of the reason the country has not been reunified, both North and South. Cuba has 47 
square miles of its territory, Guantanamo Base, stolen from it all these years; it must be returned 
back to Cuba. In essence, we’re saying that the military should be shut down, the Pentagon 
budget should be stopped, and all those resources - $1 trillion - could be used to create jobs, 
housing, health care and to rebuild the infrastructure. Instead of bombs, rebuild this country.
You know, Cuba sends thousands of doctors around the world - the US sends bombs. It’s the 
difference between a socialist and a capitalist country. But the US, as Martin Luther King said, is 
the greatest purveyor of violence in the world, and our campaign, our struggle for socialism, is 
about ending that threat to the world and bringing true peace.
MA: In Point 1 of your platform, you call for the creation of a completely free and public health 
care system and say health care should be a guaranteed right. Recently, Biden’s Twitter 
account tweeted out: “Health care is a right - not a privilege.” This follows news that more than 
200,000 Americans have died of the COVID-19 coronavirus. Can you tell me how your 
administration would address the pandemic and the general health crisis in the US in ways that 
Trump has not and Biden has not proposed?
GLR: Well I think, in the immediate sense, just taxing Amazon the way they should be taxed, 
which did not pay a penny last year, that alone would pay for health care for everybody in this 
country. It is an astounding fact that the reason there’s no health care for people and a national 
plan is because the major corporations get away without paying taxes. And why is it that people 
have to depend on their health care with their job? And if you lose your job - as 50 million 
people have done in this pandemic - you lose your health care. It’s one of the biggest crises in 
the middle of the major, unprecedented crisis called COVID-19. People need health care, they 
need to be able to get preventive care and treatment in a hospital, if it reaches that stage if they 
get sick. It’s a catastrophe. And we think everybody, including those who are not citizens, those 
who live in the United States, should have the access of free, universal health care.
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Photos: Area 51 Sports Massive Hangar Extensions Believed to Support Drone Swarm Testing 
by Morgan Artvukhina

New satellite photos have revealed a large, new structure at Area 51, the Pentagon’s top secret 
testing facility in the Nevada desert. According to The Drive, the structure could facilitate staging 
of massive drone swarms like those the US Air Force is now pursuing.
The Drive’s The War Zone section recently obtained satellite photos from Planet Labs, a private 
satellite imaging firm run by former NASA scientists, that show a substantial new construction 
project at the southern end of Area 51 seems to be wrapping up.
Before you ask: no, it’s probably not aliens - although we aren’t promising it isn’t giant robots. 
Actually, it seems to be an expansion of two smaller hangars, more than tripling their combined 
size, except the additions aren’t hard structures but soft “portico” extensions, intended to shield 
objects underneath from the prying eyes of satellites and extremely curious civilian pilots. 
According to The Drive, the layout of the new facility could indicate a flow system for recovering, 
servicing and staging several smaller aircraft between missions. “Just learning how to best 
stage, launch, and recover a large number of semi-autonomous jet-powered unmanned 
systems together will surely be a focus of any such program,” War Zone journalist Tyler 
Rogoway noted.
The Pentagon has grown increasingly interested in networking objects in the sky in recent 
years, with one such initiative being the Skvboro “loval winoman” drone program launched 
earlier this year. The concept would see several unmanned combat aerial vehicles (UCAVs) 
flying into a war zone under the command of a piloted aircraft, which could direct the wingman 
drones to attack targets, scout ahead or even fly into the path of an incoming missile, saving the 
human pilot’s life.
Other projects include “drone swarms” like the Gremlin tested by the Pentagon’s Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) in November 2019, which would launch from 
and return to a “mothership” such as a C-130 Hercules aircraft.
The US Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) is looking at networking bombs, too, like the 
“Golden Horde” autonomous weapons system it is preparing to test. Sputnik reported how the 
bombs would be able to communicate with each other to adapt to situations that arise after 
being launched by an aircraft, enabling them to choose how best to attack their assigned 
targets.
However, because this is Area 51, where the Pentagon’s most secretive weapons and vehicles 
are tested, the hangars could be for something nobody without very high-level clearance has 
ever even heard of. In fact, the facility might not even be for drone swarms, but some other 
futuristic system.
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China Begins Massive New Military Drills in Four Neighboring Seas - Report 
by Morgan Artvukhina
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For the second time in two months, China is holding massive military drills in all four seas on its 
eastern border.
This week, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is hosting five military drills at sea: two in the 
South China Sea, one in the East China Sea and two in the Yellow Sea, one of which is in the 
Bohai Sea, the waterway’s innermost gulf, Reuters reported. According to the report, many of 
the drills will feature live-fire exercises.
Just last month, the PLA held similarly large drills, which the Chinese Ministry of Defense said 
did not target any specific country. However, a US U-2 “Dragon Lady” spy plane flew directly 
through one of the drills in the Yellow Sea, despite a no-fly zone being established by Beijing as 
a safety precaution. The Chinese Ministry of Defense blasted the move as “pure provocation,” 
noting the incident had disrupted the drills and could easily have led to misunderstandings.
This month’s exercises, which will extend into early October, come amid a pronounced uptick in 
US military activity in the Pacific, particularly in the waters close to China. Sputnik has 
documented how several American spy plane flights zigzag across the South China Sea and 
Yellow Sea daily, sometimes disguising themselves as civilian aircraft in an attempt to fool 
onlookers. The US has also led the huge Rim of the Pacific naval drillsoff the Hawaiian coast 
and Valiant Shield exercises in the Philippine Sea near Guam.
Collin Koh, a research fellow from the S Rajaratnam School of International Studies at 
Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University, told the South China Morning Post that China’s 
drills aim to demonstrate “resolve in keeping up with peacetime combat preparations in the eyes 
of both domestic public and external audiences.”
“The move would be primarily directed at the recent spate of US and allied military activities in 
those areas,” Koh said. “Operationally, it’s to showcase the PLA’s ability to carry out major 
mobilisation of forces for training across multiple sea areas - which also highlights that the PLA 
isn’t affected in any way by the pandemic.”
The PLA Navy has been increasingly drilling its first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, and its newer 
indigenously designed carrier, the Shandong, together in the Yellow Sea. Meanwhile, its third 
carrier, known only as the Type 002. is under construction in Shanghai, alongside another 
carrier and several Type 075 helicopter carriers in various states of completion. The PLA Navy 
is already larger than the US Navy, with plans to steadily increase in both size and 
modernization.
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Melting Antarctic Snow Reveals Mysterious Penguin Graveyard 
by Morgan Artvukhina

A zoologist working on the Antarctic coast recently came across a puzzling situation: seemingly 
new remains of Adelie penguins were appearing in a place not known for hosting a colony in at 
least a century.
Researcher Steven Emslie, a zoologist at the University of North Carolina, Wilmington, 
published a report on the mvsterv in the journal Geology on September 18. Emslie explains that
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the source of his confusion was global warming-induced snow melting revealing long-buried 
penguin remains.
Small penguins that live all around Antarctica’s coast and feast off the krill and squid plentiful in 
the nearby cold waters, Adelie penguins congregate in colossal colonies of as many as 1.5 
million birds. Birds commonly die in these colonies, but especially the penguin chicks, which are 
born during the coldest parts of the year.
Emslie explains that he discovered the remnants of one of these colonies, identifiable by its 
huge number of dead penguin chicks in various states of decay, on Cape Irizar on the Ross 
Sea, a part of Antarctica that faces the open Pacific Ocean. Moreover, he found other telltale 
signs of a penguin colony, such as the pebble mounds the birds use as makeshift nests and the 
associated piles of guano, feathers and other sundry items. However, the site has never been 
recorded to host an active colony of Adelie penguins. So why were there so many dead ones 
there?
“Overall, our sampling recovered a mixture of old and what appeared to be recent penguin 
remains implying multiple periods of occupation and abandonment of this cape over thousands 
of years,” Emslie told the Geological Society of America. “In all the years I have been doing this 
research in Antarctica, I've never seen a site quite like this."
However, according to Emslie’s report, the most recent colony at the site ended about 800 
years ago, which he notes coincides with the onset of the “Little Ice Age,” a worldwide climatic 
shift for several hundred years that caused the Baltic Sea to freeze over, snow to fall on 
mountains in Ethiopia and massive famines that helped end the Ming Dynasty in China.
When that happened, new snow fell on the former colony site, burying evidence of its existence, 
including the nests, guano, and chick remains - until now, as rising temperatures have caused 
snow to melt, revealing the former colony once more.
"This recent snowmelt revealing long-preserved remains that were frozen and buried until now 
is the best explanation for the jumble of penguin remains of different ages that we found there,” 
Emslie said.
Over the last decade, the temperature in the Ross Sea has risen bv nearly 2 degrees Celsius, 
thanks to global warming, and satellite imaging has tracked the steady decline in snow cover on 
the rocky outcroppings along the coast. The Ross Ice Shelf, a colossal formation covering much 
of the Ross Sea, was recently discovered to be melting 10 times faster than expected. If totally 
liquified, the ice shelf and the Western Antarctic Ice Sheet that feeds it together have the ability 
to raise global sea levels bv 5 meters (16 feet).
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'Updated Heroes Act': US House Democrats Unveil $2.2 Trillion COVID-19 Stimulus Proposal 
by Morgan Artvukhina

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) has unveiled a massive new spending bill intended to 
provide further financial relief for businesses and institutions hurt by the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.
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In a letter to fellow Democrats on Monday, the California congresswoman unveiled an "updated 
HEROES Act," reviving the Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions Act 
Democrats attempted to pass in May before it was blocked by the Republican-controlled 
Senate.
In the letter, Pelosi describes the move as "our proffer to Republicans to come to negotiations to 
address the health and economic catastrophe in our country."
"It has been more than four months since House Democrats sent the GOP Senate $3.4 trillion in 
desperately needed coronavirus relief grounded in science and data, and [Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch] McConnell hit the pause button. In our negotiations with the White House since 
then, Democrats offered to come down a trillion dollars if Republicans would come up a trillion 
dollars. Then, we offered to come down $200 billion more, even as the health and economic 
crisis has worsened and the needs have only grown," Pelosi wrote.
"Democrats are making good on our promise to compromise with this updated bill, which is 
necessary to address the immediate health and economic crisis facing Americas working 
families right now. We have been able to make critical additions and reduce the cost of the bill 
by shortening the time covered for now," she continued.
An attached one-sheet summary of the new bill elaborates upon its central provisions.
According to the sheet, the bill includes funding for small businesses in the form of extensions to 
the Paycheck Protection Program as well as new loans; additional assistance for airline industry 
workers; funding for all levels of education as well as child care; assistance to state and local 
governments to plug holes in their budgets for essential state workers, including first responders 
and health workers; additional funding for COVID-19 testing; direct payments to families of 
$1,200 per family, plus $500 per dependent; and funding for a wide variety of other state 
assistance programs, including in health care, housing and food.
It also includes money to support the 2020 Census and to preserve the US Postal Service, 
which has faced extensive restructuring amid chronic underfunding.
When the House first passed the HEROES Act on May 16, it came on the heels of the massive 
$2.2 trillion Coronavirus Aid. Relief and Economic Security (CARES') Act passed in late March. 
After McConnell "hit the pause button" on the spending proposal, no further stimulus bills were 
passed, including stimulus checks like those distributing by the CARES Act. When additional 
unemployment benefits were set to expire in August, a considerable struggle ensued even over 
reduced payments, with US President Donald Trump eventually weighing in on the issue via 
executive order.
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Irish Tourist Arrested After Carving Initials Into Rome’s Iconic Colosseum

An Irish tourist was detained by security personnel after carving his initials into one of the pillars 
of the iconic Colosseum, an oval amphitheater in the center of the Italian capital city of Rome.
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According to a report by Wanted in Rome, security personnel at the Colosseum immediately 
notified the Carabinieri, the national gendarmerie of Italy, of the 32-year-old tourist’s crime. The 
man reportedly carved his initials into the 2,000-year-old amphitheater with a metal point.
The tourist, whose identity has not been revealed, was charged with aggravated damage to 
assets of historical and cultural importance.
According to a report bv CNN, the crime carries a penalty of up to one year in prison or a 
minimum fine of $2,400.
"The Colosseum, like any monument that represents the history of all of us, must be preserved 
and handed over to future generations," archeologist Federica Rinaldi, who is responsible for 
the building, told CNN.
“It is a monument that deserves everyone’s respect because it belongs to everyone, and it must 
remain so ... Carving one’s initials, in addition to being a crime, seems to be a gesture of those 
who want to appropriate the monument. Better take a selfie!” Rinaldi added.
The Colosseum is considered one of the seven wonders of the modern world and is also a 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage 
Site.
The most recent incident came just a couple weeks after a 40-year-old Polish tourist crashed a 
drone inside the Colosseum after he was told it was a no-fly zone.
Although the drone crashed into a set of steps inside the Colosseum, there was no damage to 
the building, and no visitors were injured, Wanted in Rome reported. It’s unclear what charges, if 
any, the tourist faced.
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Video: Body Camera Footage Shows Ex-Trump Campaign Manager Tackled During Police 
Standoff

Body camera footage released Monday by Florida’s Fort Lauderdale Police Department (FLPD) 
shows Brad Parscale, former campaign manager for US President Donald Trump, being brutally 
knocked to the ground outside his home after his wife called for help on Sunday.
In the footage, Parscale’s wife, Candice, can be seen describing to police how she was worried 
her husband might hurt himself.
“I was standing in the backyard,” Candice is heard telling an emergency dispatcher in the video. 
“He’s under a lot of stress right now. He’s just pissed at the world, so he like walked out, cocked 
the handgun and was just ranting and raving about something. I don’t know what.”
“I saw him look out the window. Then I heard a loud ‘boom,’” she tells officers.
According to the police, Candice also told officers that her husband suffered from post-traumatic 
stress disorder, had become violent in recent weeks and had also talked about shooting himself. 
In addition, Candice had bruises on her arms from an argument between her and her husband 
two days before the incident caught on camera occurred, police said.
The body camera footage shows an emergency dispatcher trying to convince Parscale to come 
out of the house over the phone. Officers also revealed that Parscale’s speech on the phone
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appeared to be slurred, as though he was under the influence of alcohol, and that he seemed to 
be crying.
When initial attempts to coax Parscale from his home didn’t work, Christopher Wilson, a 
member of the police department who is friends with Parscale, was called to the residence, the 
Wall Street Journal reported. Wilson’s efforts ultimately saw the former Trump campaign 
manager come outside to talk with law enforcement officials.
“Listen, I’m not trying to kill myself. She’s lying,” Parscale can be heard telling an officer in his 
driveway after being coaxed outside his home by Wilson. However, seconds later, he’s seen 
being tackled by officers and then handcuffed while face-down.
“When officers arrived on scene, they made contact with the reportee (wife of armed subject) 
who advised her husband was armed, had access to multiple firearms inside the residence and 
was threatening to harm himself,” the FLPD said in a statement obtained bv the New York 
Times.
“Officers determined the only occupant inside the home was the adult male. Officers made 
contact with the male, developed a rapport, and safely negotiated for him to exit the home,” the 
statement added.
Police officers removed two shotguns, two rifles, a .22-caliber revolver and five handguns from 
Parscale’s home, the Miami Herald reported. Police have yet to charge Parscale with any 
crimes.
According to the Herald, Parscale is currently hospitalized at the Broward Health Medical Center 
in Fort Lauderdale under the Baker Act, which permits the involuntary institutionalization of an 
individual believed to be impaired because of mental illness.
Parscale was replaced as Trump campaign manager in July by Bill Stepien following complaints 
by the president over how campaign money had been allocated.
“Brad Parscale, who has been with me for a very long time and has led our tremendous data 
and digital strategies, will remain in that role, while being a Senior Advisor to the campaign,” 
Trump wrote in the announcement at the time, TechCrunch reported.
In a recent statement to the Times, Tim Murtaugh, a spokesperson for the Trump campaign 
wished Parscale well. “Brad Parscale is a member of our family and we all love him. We are 
ready to support him and his family in any way possible,” he said.

US Woman Issues 'Urgent Plea' to Public After Mother's Cremated Remains Go Missing

A Kentucky woman has sent out an “urgent plea” after a box containing her mother’s cremated 
remains went missing after she mailed them to her sister in Florida.
Earlier this month, on September 9, Amy Redford sent the package via the US Postal Service 
(USPS) to her sister’s address in Jacksonville, Florida. The box included a bright red label 
saying “cremated remains,” according to the Florida-Times Union. Although the box was 
delivered the next day to the right address, Redford didn’t realize that her sister had moved. 
Redford has collaborated with postal inspectors and the apartment manager to determine what 
has transpired since the box arrived at the location. According to Redford, the tenant at her 
sister’s old apartment took the box when the mail carrier knocked on the door but seemed to be 
in a hurry because she was in the middle of an online test. When the resident realized the box 
wasn’t for her, she placed it outside her apartment so that the mail carrier could retrieve it.
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However, the box never wound up in the carrier’s care and the package has since been 
declared missing.
Redford has reached out to news outlets in hopes that they can help spread her story to as 
many people as possible.
“Getting the word out as much as possible is my best strategy, so that’s sort of what I’ve been 
hoping for. Somebody might see something, somebody might know something,” Redford 
explained.
“At this point, my trail is starting to run cold. I’m getting really worried,” she added.
Redford has also reached out to trash companies in Jacksonville, who have promised to remain 
on the lookout for the package.
She has also been in contact with USPS employees in Kentucky.
“They have done an amazing job here, they literally have been in contact with me every single 
day. As a matter of fact, I now have the postmaster’s cellphone number,” she told the 
Associated Press (AP).
Redford also told the Florida-Times Union that she has written to Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry, the office of US Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and Sens. Rick 
Scott (R-FL) and Marco Rubio (R-FL).
In an emailed statement to AP, USPS spokesperson Carol Hunt said the agency is aware of the 
importance of locating this package and is doing everything it can to find it.
"The Postal Service always strives to provide the best possible service to our customers," Hunt 
wrote in the statement.
"In this instance, we first wish to offer our condolences to the family and a sincere apology for 
the unintended delay in delivering this important package. We are keenly aware of the 
sensitivity of this matter and are focused on ensuring the package is located as quickly as 
possible. The Postal Service is taking every possible step to resolve this issue. We have been in 
contact with the customer and will continue to reach out to them regularly to provide updates.
We regret that the package has not yet been located, but we will continue our vigilance to 
resolve the matter,” Hunt added.
Redford’s mother, Catherine Elizabeth Mays, died at age 77.
“I just want to put her in peace,” Redford told AP. “I don’t want my mother to end up in some 
landfill somewhere.”
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Ballistics Report Contradicts Kentucky AG’s Claim of Breonna Taylor’s Boyfriend Shooting Cop 
by Evan Craighead

Further doubt has been cast on Republican Kentucky Attorney General Daniel Cameron’s 
handling of Breonna Taylor’s shooting after a Kentucky State Police (KSP) ballistics report did 
not support his statements to the public on the matter.
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"Kenneth Walker fired the shot that hit [Louisville Metro Police Department (LMPD)] Sgt. 
[Jonathan] Mattingly, and there's no evidence to support that Sgt. Mattingly was hit by friendly 
fire from other officers," Cameron claimed to reporters on September 23.
However, the KSP report obtained by the Courier-Journal explicitly stated that “due to limited 
markings of comparative value,” the bullet that struck Mattingly was neither “identified nor 
eliminated as having been fired” from Walker’s 9-millimeter firearm.
Walker, a legal firearm owner and Taylor’s boyfriend at the time of the raid, admitted to firing a 
warning shot after officers burst through the front door of Taylor’s apartment on March 13. 
Authorities claim to have been protecting themselves when they unleashed a barrage of 32 
bullets into the apartment.
Cameron claimed that former LMPD Det. Brett Hankinson had been eliminated as the shooter of 
Mattingly in the investigation because all three officers performing the no-knock raid were 
carrying .40-caliber handguns.
Steven Romines, Walker’s attorney, previously argued in a Friday tweet that Cameron 
“misrepresented the facts” presented to the grand jury.
“The initial ballistics performed by KSP DO NOT conclude that Kenny’s shot struck Mattingly. It 
is also a lie that officers don’t carry 9mm as Hankison’s own employee file shows a dock 9mm 
service weapon,” he said.
As I have stated previously, Cameron completely misrepresented the facts. The initial ballistics 
performed by KSP DO NOT conclude that Kenny’s shot struck Mattingly. It is also a lie that 
officers don’t carry 9mm as Hankison’s own employee file shows a dock 9mm service weapon. 
https://t.co/HzR48vPJQK
— Steven Romines (@Sromines) September 25. 2020
Cameron’s experience and possible political agenda have been brought into question since 
Jefferson County Commonwealth's Attorney Tom Wine recused himself from the investigation 
into Taylor’s death in May, saving his office was “conflicted from reviewing the LMPD Public 
Integrity Unit investigation.”
A failed September 2019 lawsuit sought to have Cameron removed from the ballot in the race 
for Kentucky attorney general because he did not meet the state constitutional requirement to 
have "been a practicing lawyer eight years before his election,” the Courier-Journal hiahliqhtedin 
July.
"The aim of this case is to show that he has not been a practicing lawyer for the mandated eight 
years," attorney Ben Gastel told Kentucky’s Jefferson County Circuit Court in October 2019. 
"Part of that is he hasn't had clients for eight years, and he's trying to obtain the job of the most 
important job representing the people of Kentucky as their lawyer."
He did, however, serve as legal counsel for Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) for 
over two years and received endorsements from US President Donald Trumoand the Kentucky 
Fraternal Order of Police.
A Jefferson County grand jury moved to not indict LMPD Det. Myles Cosgrove, Hankinson and 
Mattingly over Taylor’s killing. Hankinson was arrested on September 23 and charged with three 
counts of first-degree wanton endangerment for firing shots that entered a neighboring 
apartment.
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"Our investigation found that Mattingly and Cosgrove were justified in their use of force after 
having been fired upon by Kenneth Walker," Cameron said following the decision. "This 
justification bars us from pursuing charges in Ms. Breonna Taylor's death."
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Video: US-Led Coalition Conducts Carrier-Launched Airstrikes on Daesh Targets in Iraq 
by Evan Craighead

Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR) officials predict a continuation of US-led coalition 
engagement with Daesh forces in the Middle East as the militants will likely “continue to try and 
take advantage of safe havens.”
Navy Commander Rebecca Rebarich, spokesperson for the US Fifth Fleet, recently confirmed 
to Stars and Stripes that two F/A-18F Super Hornets of US Navy Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 
were deployed from the USS Nimitz on September 23 and performed an airstrike on Daesh 
targets.
The mission was the service’s first coalition airstrike against Daesh via carrier-launched aircraft 
in years. “The last such strike was by USS Theodore Roosevelt in [March] 2018,” Rebarich said 
in a Monday email.
OIR spokesperson Army Col. Wayne Marotto stated Thursday that the airstrike was backed by 
the Iraqi Ministry of Defense and conducted on “Daesh hideouts in Wadi Al-Shai, Iraq.” The 
move destroyed “one cave and three shelters.”
“Daesh operatives will continue to try and take advantage of safe havens; but there is no safe 
place for terrorists to hide,” he said in a tweet with the hashtag “#defeatdaesh.”
Prior to the Wednesday airstrike in a rural area of the Kirkuk Province, the Fifth Fleet issued a 
news release announcing CVW 17 would be “providing close air support and defensive 
counter-air missions to the coalition fight” versus Daesh forces.
“Our support to Operation Inherent Resolve illustrates the critical airpower a carrier strike group 
can bring to the joint fight,” said Capt. Todd Cimicata, commander of CVW 17, in a quoted 
statement.
“We are able to conduct training with regional partners and contingency missions unique to this 
area, showcasing the flexibility and capacity that carriers inherently bring to operations from the 
sea.”
The release highlighted that the Nimitz Carrier Strike Group initiated air operations in support of 
OIR on September 18. The Navy has been providing aviation support to OIR via the US Air 
Force’s Combined Air Operations Center since the formation of the operation’s Combined Joint 
Task Force in 2014.
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UK Authorities Dismiss Anti-Semitism Probe Into Rapper Wiley’s Social Media Posts 
by Evan Craighead

British authorities have terminated their anti-Semitism investigation into UK grime rapper Wiley - 
real name Richard Kylea Cowie Jr. - after learning that his July social media comments on the 
Jewish community were issued while he was out of the country.
The Metropolitan Police Service closed its probe into social media statements published by 
Cowie after discovering that the artist was actually in the Netherlands when the posts were 
made, meaning that he could not be prosecuted for them in the UK, the Jewish Chronicle 
reported.
British authorities previously announced that they would be investigating a series of social 
media posts made by the artist, who received international attention in 2019 for his single 
“Boastv.” featuring Sean Paul, Stefflon Don and Idris Elba.
“JEWISH PEOPLE YOU MAKE ME SICK AND I WILL NOT BUDGE HOLD THIS CORN,” he 
said in a July 24 tweet.
It’s unclear what Wiley meant by “hold this corn,” as some, including the British nonprofit 
Campaign Against Anti-Semitism (CAA), have interpreted the slang phrase calling for Jewish 
people to be shot, while others have asserted it meant the community should “take the L (loss),” 
the Jewish Journal reported.
He also posted an Instagram video in which he called on the community to "crawl out from 
under your little rocks and defend your Jewish privilege,” LBC London reported.
Cowie’s manager John Woolf, who is Jewish, cut ties with him in July, arguing,“There is no 
place in society for antisemitism.” The artist was also booted from Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube and Facebook.
The CAA has responded to the probe’s closure and announced that it “has already appointed 
lawyers in that jurisdiction and we will pursue justice abroad,” reported the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency.
“At this stage we are able to confirm that the Metropolitan Police Service has closed its 
investigation due to jurisdictional issues and that we have instructed lawyers abroad to pursue 
this matter,” said Stephen Silverman, the nonprofit group’s director of investigations and 
enforcement.
“When anti-Semites incite hatred against Jews, we will pursue them, including across borders if 
necessary.”
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Grand Juror Files Motion to Release Breonna Taylor Files, Accusing DA of Misleading Public 
by Evan Craighead
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A motion to release grand jury transcripts, recordings and reports has been issued by a grand 
juror in the case involving the shooting of Breonna Taylor.
The grand jury motion detailed that Kentucky Attorney General Daniel Cameron, the case 
prosecutor, "made many definitive remarks during his press conference" following the 
September 23 decision to indict former Louisville Metro Police Department (LMPD) Officer Brett 
Hankinson on three counts of wanton endangerment.
"Among, them, he stated that his office's investigation found and the grand jury agreed that 
Mattingly and Cosgrove were justified in the return of deadly fire after having been fired upon by 
Kenneth Walker,'" the motion notes.
Ben Crump, attorney for the Taylor family, has been adamant about the need for the court to 
release the grand jury transcripts, arguing on Monday that Cameron "shaped the investigation" 
and "only shared the info he wanted the public to hear in support of the narrative he was 
peddling."
LMPD body camera footage obtained by Vice News following the indictment appears to show 
Hankison and detective Myles Cosgrove violating LMPD standards and procedures, which state 
that officers involved in a critical incident should be “isolated from all non-essential individuals 
for the remainder of the initial investigation.”
A recently obtained Kentucky State Police (KSP) ballistics report also cast further doubt on the 
integrity of the case after it explicitly stated the bullet that struck Mattingly, an officer injured 
during the no-knock raid, was neither “identified nor eliminated as having been fired” from a 
9-millimeter firearm belonging to Taylor's boyfriend, Kenneth Walker.
“The initial ballistics performed by KSP DO NOT conclude that Kenny’s shot struck Mattingly. It 
is also a lie that officers don’t carry 9mm as Hankison’s own employee file shows a Glock 9mm 
service weapon,” Steven Romines, Walker’s attorney said.
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‘Not All of Them Make It’: Dozens of Drowned Squirrels Wash Up on Michigan Beach During
Migration
by Victoria Teets

In recent weeks, visitors to Michigan’s Grand Haven State Park have experienced the gruesome 
sight of dead squirrels floating in the water and washing ashore along the beach.
Although experts do not yet have a definitive explanation as to why these incidents have 
occurred, such phenomena do happen rarely and appear to coincide with mass movements of 
squirrels from one region to another.
According to Nick Kalejs, a wildlife biologist at the Muskegon State Game Area, the squirrels are 
likely to have drowned trying to cross the Grand River. After perishing in their journey, their 
bodies were carried by the current to Lake Michigan and ultimately to Grand Haven State Park. 
Kalejs estimates nearly 100 squirrels have washed up in recent weeks.
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"I don't think people should be unduly alarmed," Kaleis told MLive.com. "It's always distressing 
to see dead animals, and we certainly don't want any animal to suffer. There does seem to be 
some [precedent] for this type of thing, and hopefully, it won't last too much longer."
“They seem to be typically associated with this time of year,” Kalejs said. “Some people have 
speculated that they might happen after a year of abundant acorn production. Whatever triggers 
it, it’s a movement out of an area, and nothing seems to deter them: large river systems, 
reservoirs, highways. It’s almost a singular dedication to going wherever they want to go."
This recent occurrence seems to indicate that the Grand Haven squirrels are on the move, 
perhaps due to food scarcity, and attempting to swim across the Grand River. As evidenced by 
the bodies found in the park, however, not all of the animals have been successful.
“Squirrels can swim - they might not be the best swimmers, but they’re certainly capable,” Kalejs 
said. “Clearly not all of them make it, and I think that leads to some of the reports of squirrels 
being found on the beaches.”

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/02/2020 12:21:04 PM


