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Trump Calls on Protesters to Stay Peaceful as US Capitol Building Stormed 
by Mary F.

US President Donald Trump on Wednesday called on protesters to stay peaceful after they 
stormed the Capitol Building to protest against the Electoral College certification process, which 
would definitively establish Joe Biden as the next president of the US.
"Please support our Capitol Police and Law Enforcement. They are truly on the side of our 
Country. Stay peaceful!" Trump tweeted Wednesday after both the US House of 
Representatives and the US Senate went into a recess after Trump supporters breached 
security barricades and entered the Capitol.
According to Reuters, Trump issued the tweet urging protesters to remain calm after House 
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) urged Trump to release such a statement.
In a separate video message, Trump called on protesters to respect law and order and go 
home. However, in his message, Trump still claimed that the election was fraudulent.
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) January 6. 2021
Trump has yet to concede to Biden, restating during a Wednesday rally outside the White 
House that he would never concede due to alleged voter fraud in the 2020 election.
"We will never give up, we will never concede. You don't concede when there's theft involved," 
Trump said.
"We have hundreds of thousands of people here and I just want them to be recognized by the 
fake news media - turn your cameras please and show what's really happening out here, 
because these people are not going to take it any longer," he added, referring to the pro-Trump 
protesters.
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) January 6. 2021
Demonstrators have gathered to oppose the certification of the 2020 election results on 
Wednesday, when Congress is set to confirm Biden’s victory under the Electoral Count Act of 
1887.
The Electoral College decisively confirmed in December that Biden is the next American 
president, giving him a majority of 306 electoral votes to Trump's 232.
The Electoral Count Act, a US federal law that sets procedures for the counting of electoral 
votes by Congress following a presidential election, is intended to minimize the legislature's 
involvement in electoral disputes.
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Gun Stocks Spike Amid Breach of US Capitol by Pro-Trump Protesters 
by Mary F.

Supporters of US President Donald Trump beached the Capitol building in Washington, DC, on 
Wednesday to protest against the certification of the Electoral College vote, which would have 
cemented Joe Biden as the winner of the 2020 presidential election.
According to data shared online, shares in several gun companies spiked Wednesday as 
protesters stormed the Capitol building, with American firearms and ammunition manufacturer 
Smith & Wesson’s stock price climbing 15%.
In addition, shares in gun manufacturer Sturm, Ruger & Co. jumped in value Wednesday.
DC's Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) on Wednesday also revealed that at least five 
weapons have been recovered and at least 13 people have been arrested thus far in connection 
to the protests, the Associated Press reported. In addition, one unidentified woman who was 
shot in the US Capitol during the unrest died Wednesday evening, according to Dustin 
Sternbeck. a spokesman for the DC police.
When Americans face uncertainty or are concerned about personal safety, they tend to buy 
firearms, according to a report bv the Brookings Institution.
In fact, an analysis by firearms research consultancy Small Arms Analytics reveals that 
Americans had bought at least 17 million guns in the first 10 months of 2020, which is more than 
any other year. Gun sales across the US first spiked in the spring over fears regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic and then surged even higher during the summer as racial justice protests 
swept across the country following police killings of Black Americans.
“By August, we had exceeded last year’s total. By September, we exceeded the highest total 
ever,” said Jurgen Brauer, the chief economist of Small Arms Analytics, The Guardian reported 
in October.
According to Brauer, the previous US record for firearms sold in a single year was 16.6 million 
2016, when former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton ran against Trump in that year's 
presidential election.
Demonstrators on Wednesday congregated to oppose the certification of the 2020 election 
results, as Congress was scheduled to confirm Biden’s victory under the Electoral Count Act of 
1887. Last month, the Electoral College established Biden as the winner of the 2020 
presidential election, giving him a majority of 306 electoral votes to Trump's 232.
In response to the unrest on Wednesday, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser has issued a citywide 
curfew from 6 p.m. Wednesday to 6 a.m. Thursday.
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'Assault on the Rule of Law': Joe Biden Addresses Unrest in US Capitol 
by Mary F.
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Supporters of US President Donald Trump stormed the Capitol building in Washington, DC, on 
Wednesday to protest against the certification of the Electoral College vote, which would have 
decisively confirmed Joe Biden as the winner of the 2020 presidential election.
"At this hour, our democracy is under unprecedented assault, unlike anything we've seen in 
modern times. An assault on the citadel of liberty: the Capitol itself," Biden said while addressing 
the nation on Wednesday.
"It borders on sedition, and it must end now. I call on this mob to pull back and allow the work of 
democracy to go forward," he added, calling on Trump to face the nation and "demand an end 
to this siege."
"It's not protest: it's insurrection," Biden pointed out.
In a series of tweets, Biden also condemned the actions of pro-Trump protesters, urging the 
president once again to "defend the Constitution" by "demanding an end to this siege."
Earlier Wednesday, Trump called on his supporters to stay peaceful after they stormed the 
Capitol Building to protest against the Electoral College certification process.
"Please support our Capitol Police and Law Enforcement. They are truly on the side of our 
Country. Stay peaceful!" Trump tweeted.
In a video shared on Twitter on Wednesday afternoon, Trump told the protesters to "go home 
now."
However, despite Trump's call for peace, he has yet to concede to Biden, reaffirming once again 
on that he would never concede and claiming the election was fraudulent.
Footage and photographs released Wednesday show pro-Trump protesters pushing through 
barriers along the Capitol perimeter and grappling with officers in full riot gear.
In one photograph shared online, a protester is seen standing on a dais in the Capitol building, 
and was reportedly yelling "Trump won that election."
In another video shared online, Trump supporters are seen on the House floor rifling through 
lawmakers’ desks.
According to two people with knowledge of the matter, one person was shot inside the Capitol 
after protesters breached the building, the Washington Post reported. The female victim is 
reportedly in critical condition, according to a source who spoke with ABC News.
In addition, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser has issued a citywide curfew from 6 p.m. Wednesday to 6 
a.m. Thursday as chaos continues to engulfs the capital. The entire DC National Guard is also 
expected to be activated within hours, the Post reported.
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Watch as Trump Supporters Brawl With Police, Storm US Capitol During Election Result
Certification
by Morgan Artvukhina

Earlier this week, Enrique Tarrio, leader of the pro-Trump group Proud Boys, was arrested in 
Washington, DC, in connection with attacks on several Black churches in the city last month as
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the group came to DC for Wednesday’s demonstrations. He was released, but barred from the 
city until his June court appearance.
At the urging of US President Donald Trump, hundreds of his supporters who are attending the 
“Stop the Steal” rally in Washington. DC. moved to storm the halls of the US Capitol building on 
Wednesday, where US Electoral College votes are being counted.
Video footage shot from the National Mall on Wednesday afternoon shows hundreds of Trump 
supporters trying to bowl over police barricades and shove past police lines in an attempt to 
enter the national legislature. Federal lawmakers have gathered to verify the results of the 
November 3, 2020, US presidential election, which Trump has claimed was fraudulent.
Several protesters managed to get inside the Capitol building and could be heard yelling 
through the halls as security retreated to the doors of the legislative chambers. They also 
discharged a fire extinguisher at press members attempting to film them.
Inside the chamber, police reportedly briefly drew guns as the doors were barricaded with 
furniture against demonstrators outside.
However, some appear to have gotten inside the Senate chamber and taken over the dais. 
According to reports, several Capitol Police officers have been injured in the clashes, and the 
Capitol has been placed on lockdown.
Outside, protesters were ordered to disperse by police and threatened with “riot control agents” 
and arrest if they did not.
"We will never give up, we will never concede. You don't concede when there's theft involved," 
Trump told the crowd outside the White Houseprior to the chaos. Trump told his supporters they 
didn’t want "emboldened radical left Democrats" and the fake news media to get away with 
"stealing" the vote. However, he also criticized “weak” and “pathetic” Republicans who sided 
against him. Trump claimed that the country "has had enough."
He has maintained that US President-elect Joe Biden’s November 3 victory was the result of 
electoral fraud by Democrats in several closely contested state ballot counts and claims to be 
the rightful victor of the election. However, the courts have rejected Trump’s lawsuits aimed at 
challenging the results, and the US Electoral College cast its votes last month in line with the 
results of the November election. On Wednesday, Congress will certify those results as the final 
step of verification before Biden is sworn in as president on January 20.
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‘A Matter of Preserving Our Republic’: Rep. Omar Drafting Impeachment Articles to Remove 
Trump
by Morgan Artvukhina

US congressional leaders have been whisked to safety at an undisclosed US military base after 
pro-Trump protesters stormed the Capitol Building on Wedesday, and the National Guard has 
been mobilized to restore order in the capital city.
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Amid the unprecedented storming of the US Capitol by supporters of US President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday, Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN) said she is drafting articles of impeachment 
against Trump aiming to remove him from office.
“Donald J. Trump should be impeached by the House of Representatives & removed from office 
by the United States Senate,” Omar tweeted Wednesday evening. “We can’t allow him to 
remain in office, it’s a matter of preserving our Republic and we need to fulfill our oath.”
Several other lawmakers sounded off in support of the move, including Reps. Ayanna Pressley 
(D-NY) and Rashida Tlaib (D-MI), both of whom are also members of an informal grouping of 
progressive women of color dubbed “the Squad.”
“This is on Donald Trump, period,” Tlaib tweeted. “He called folks to DC and gave them 
marching orders. He needs to be impeached and removed immediately.”
Separately, Representative-elect Cori Bush (D-MO) announced she would be introducing a 
resolution calling for the expulsion from Congress of Republican lawmakers who expressed 
support for Trump and the protests.
“I believe the Republican members of Congress who have incited this domestic terror attack 
through their attempts to overturn the election must face consequences,” Bush wrote, “They 
have broken their sacred Oath of Office.”
Earlier on Wednesday, Trump spoke at a “Stop the Steal” rally he had called outside the White 
House, urging thousands of his followers not to permit US President-elect Joe Biden to take 
office. Trump has claimed the November 3, 2020, election results were fraudulent, and 
Congress was due on Wednesday to certify the results of the vote, which previously went 
through several recounts in states where the vote totals were close but were eventually certified 
by election officials.
However, their session was cut short after hundreds of Trump’s supporters bashed their wav 
through police barricades and the doors of the Capitol, making their way into the Senate and 
House chambers. Windows were smashed, several officers were injured, and at least one 
person has been shot, though it’s unclear by whom. As Sputnik has reported, it seems that in 
some cases, the protesters may have been allowed to enter the facility by police officers, 
although in other cases riot control devices were deployed to halt them.
Earlier this week, Enrique Tarrio, leader of the pro-Trump group Proud Boys, was arrested in 
DC for his alleged destruction of property outside several Black churches in DC during another 
pro-Trump protest last month. When he was arrested near the US Capitol, he was found in 
possession of two high-capacity assault rifle magazines. Tarrio has been released, but banned 
from the city until his next court appearance in June.
Trump has since called on protesters to stay peaceful and to leave the Capitol.
“Remember, WE are the Party of Law & Order,” Trump tweeted. “Respect the Law and our great 
men and women in Blue.”
DC Mayor Muriel Bowser has ordered a 6 p.m. curfew in the capital, and the city’s National 
Guard units have been activated to restore order.
Trump was previously impeached in December 2019, although he was exonerated in the early 
2020 trial.
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Videos Emerge Appearing to Show Police Cooperating With Trump Supporters Who Stormed 
US Capitol
by Morgan Artvukhina

US President Donald Trump has urged his followers to leave the Capitol peacefully after they 
stormed the building following his angry speech denouncing the 2020 election results earlier in 
the day.
Video has emerged on social media that appears to show US Capitol Police officers pulling 
barricades away to let pro-Trump protesters through outside the US Capitol on Wednesday.
In the short video originally posted on TikTok before making its way to other social media, a 
group of officers gathered in front of a barricade are seen seemingly unlinking the barricades 
and pulling them back so that the dozens of angry protesters on the other side can pass 
through. As the protesters surge forward, the officers do nothing to stop them, and they charge 
toward the US Capitol building.
The incident is notable since police use of flash-bang grenades and pepper spray to push 
protesters back from police barricades was also documented at other spots around the Capitol, 
and police were heard ordering the protesters to disperse.
Once inside, further footage seems to corroborate the thesis that police permitted some of the 
protesters to enter the national legislature, where Congress was meeting to certify the 
November 2020 US presidential election results. Film shot inside the halls of the Capitol shows 
a group of demonstrators climbing the stairs and moving down a hallway as a few police officers 
steadily retreat down the hall.
Further footage cut from a livestream inside the Capitol appears to show an unmasked protester 
snapping a selfie with a US Capitol Police officer.
The short clip appears to be filmed in or near the congressional offices, where protesters were 
also photographed sitting at the desks of lawmakers such as Flouse Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Wednesday’s certification of the results by Congress is the final step in making the outcome of 
the November 3 election official. After a contentious period of uncertainty, the original ballot 
counts showing US President-elect Joe Biden as winning were upheld. Trump has continued to 
insist the election was fraudulent and refused to acknowledge Biden as the winner, even as the 
US Electoral College cast its votes last month in Biden’s favor.
Before the protesters stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday afternoon, they heard Trump 
speak outside the White House at a “Stop the Steal” rally he has been promoting on Twitter.
“We will never give up, we will never concede,” Trump told the assembled crowd, which was 
several thousand strong. “We will stop the steal!”
Washington, DC, Mayor Muriel Bowser placed a 6 p.m. curfew over the city on Wednesday 
afternoon, and DC National Guard units have been activated to restore order.
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Trump Admin Pushes for More ‘Midnight’ Rules Changes, Reinterpreting Key Civil Rights Laws 
by Morgan Artvukhina

With just weeks left in his presidency, the administration of US President Donald Trump is 
pushing for a slew of new regulations intended to cement conservative policy goals before the 
Democrats take over. The latest move is a proposal to reinterpret key civil rights legislation that 
protects against discrimination in federally funded programs.
Just before the Christmas holiday last month, the US Department of Justice submitted to the 
White House for review a proposal to reinterpret Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that 
would eliminate protections for all but the most explicit incidents of bigotry against minority 
groups - the first changes to the rule since 1972.
According to the New York Times, which viewed the draft, the proposal focuses on the 
“disparate impact” rule which, according to the American Bar Association, involves “a facially 
neutral practice has a racially disproportionate effect.” Institutions including housing programs, 
employers, schools and hospitals found to have discriminatory practices stand the risk of losing 
their federal funding.
A common example of a practice banned by the disparate impact rule is literacy tests for voting. 
On its face, the rule seems to apply neutrally to all would-be voters, but in practice, the Jim 
Crow-era legislation served to primarily bar Black voters from electoral participation due to lower 
literacy rates resulting from being forced out of schools.
However, the rule has served as the basis for identifying a wide range of discriminatory 
practices and situations, from policing in Baltimore, Maryland, that disproportionately targeted 
Black citizens to the disproportionate disciplining of Black and Latino students in schools.
The DoJ says the present interpretation encompasses “a vastly broader scope of conduct” than 
intended, the Times noted. Changing or eliminating disparate impact has been on the 
conservative agenda for years.
After the shooting at Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, in 2018 that left 17 
students and staff members dead, the Trump administration all but blamed disparate impact for 
the tragedy. According to Education Secretary Betsy DeVos, the relaxation in school disciplinary 
efforts caused by Obama-era reforms allowed the Parkland shooter to slip through the cracks 
instead of being corrected or expelled.
A Department of Education report reviewing disciplinary practicescommissioned by DeVos in 
December of that year found the Obama-era guidance on school discipline “relies on a 
disparate impact legal theory, but that theory lacks foundation in applicable law.”
That same year, former president and general counsel of the conservative Center for Equal 
Opportunity think tank Roger Clegg wrote in National Review that “federal agencies are 
honeycombed with policies that adopt the disparate-impact approach, and the Trump 
administration needs to root them out.”
The conservative think tank Heritage Foundation also attacked disparate impact in a September 
2020 report, saying it “endangers students and teachers - and encourages even more disruptive
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misbehavior” and claiming it actually creates race-based discrimination where none existed 
before.
The rule change is just the latest “midnight regulation” by the Trump administration, which has 
roughly two dozen proposed policy changes in the process of approval before Trump exits office 
on January 20. The proposed changes span the gamut of conservative agenda goals, from 
reinterpreting environmental protection laws to changing health care payment procedures to 
eliminating anti-discrimination protections at homeless shelters.
The Trump administration has sought to reinterpret other key civil rights legislation as well. For 
example, the US Departments of Education, Justice, and Health and Human Services began a 
vast initiative in 2018 to change all instances of gender-inclusive language to the language of 
biological sex in an effort to reverse Obama-era changes intended to eliminate discrimination 
against trans people.
However, the push hasn’t come just from Republicans: Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI) introduced a 
bill last month that would redefine Title IX to exclude trans women from equality protections for 
women in education regarding athletics, although Trump has tried to reform this as well.
The US Supreme Court ruled in June 2020 that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act also protects 
LGBTQ people for employment discrimination - an interpretation the Obama administration also 
used, but which the Trump administration rejected.
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GOP Lawmakers Trigger Challenge of Electoral College Outcome in Arizona 
by Gaby Arancibia

Ahead of the certification of the US Electoral College results, over a dozen congressional 
lawmakers announced their intention to challenge the recount in an effort to side with US 
President Donald Trump and his unsubstantiated claims of voter fraud.
The first challenge to the Electoral College certification came on Wednesday from Rep. Paul 
Gosar (R-AZ) and Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX), a move which subsequently triggered debates on the 
electoral votes in each of the congressional chambers.
The certification came moments after Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), an early candidate for the 
Democratic nomination in the 2020 presidential election, read aloud the Electoral College vote 
count for the state of Arizona.
Video of the objection shows multiple lawmakers standing and applauding the challenge.
Both the US House of Representatives and the Senate are expected to debate the Arizona 
challenge for up to two hours.
Majorities in both chambers would be needed in order to uphold the objection; however, the bid 
is likely to fail, as the House is controlled by Democrats and the majority of Republicans in the 
Senate are expected side with Democrats.
US President-elect Joe Biden toppled Trump's chances of scooping up Arizona's 11 electoral 
votes by one of the narrowest margins in the country - 10.457 votes. Biden's win marked him as
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the first Democratic presidential nominee to take the Copper State since former US President 
Bill Clinton in 1996.
Eight lawsuits challenging the Arizona results were filed and alleged a variety of voter fraud 
claims, but all attempts were dismissed on account of a lack of evidence. Most recently, the 
Arizona Supreme Court upheld a lower court ruling to throw out a suit after it was determined 
plaintiff did not have the right to contest the election, since she was not a registered voter when 
the suit was initially filed.
The Arizona challenge is expected to be the first of at least three such objections to state 
certifications during the joint congressional session.
McConnell Warns Overturning Election Would Cause 'Death Spiral'
Moments after the challenge, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) issued a scathing 
attack against his fellow Republicans, stressing that overturning the election results would push 
American democracy into a "death spiral."
“I’ve served 36 years in the Senate - this will be the most important vote I’ve ever cast,” 
McConnell told lawmakers, noting that he did support Trump's move to contest the election 
through the court system.
“But, my colleagues, nothing before us proves illegality anywhere near the massive scale - the 
massive scale - that would have tipped the entire election. Nor can public doubt alone justify a 
radical break when the doubt itself was incited without any evidence.”
“Voters, the courts, and the states have all spoken - they’ve all spoken,” McConnell said. “If we 
overrule them, it would damage our republic forever.” He added that if election results were 
overturned based on unsubstantiated fraud claims, "our democracy would enter a death spiral." 
This is not McConnell's first time urging Republicans against efforts to challenge the results. 
After acknowledging that Biden bested Trump, he subsequently called on his colleagues to not 
join the overturning efforts, as doing so would likely damage the chances of politicians running 
for election in 2022.
McConnell also stressed that "it would be unfair and wrong to disenfranchise American voters 
and overrule the courts and the states on this thin basis."
Despite McConnell's pleas, over a dozen lawmakers have vowed to challenge the results.
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Videos: US Senate, House Halt Election Certification After Protesters Storm Capitol Building 
by Gabv Arancibia

Thousands of protesters congregated in Washington, DC, on Wednesday to protest against the 
certification of the Electoral College which would cement US President-elect Joe Biden as the 
winner of the 2020 presidential election.
Both the US House of Representatives and the US Senate abruptly went into a temporary 
recess on Wednesday amid the Electoral College certification process after supporters of US 
President Donald Trump breached security barricades and entered the grounds of the Capitol 
building.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/28/2021 3:48:52 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/28/2021 3:48:52 PM

Video footage of the incident has emerged on social media showing protesters entering the 
Capitol building.
Additional recordings also shows protesters chanting "USA" and pro-Trump messages as others 
are seen breaking windows of the Capitol.
Reporters on the scene have indicated that protesters have reached the Capitol Rotunda, and 
that individuals have continued their aggression against Capitol Police. The situation reportedly 
appears to have prompted law enforcement officials to deploy tear gas.
With the Capitol under lockdown, many lawmakers were urged to shelter in place and keep their 
gas masks in hand before being evacuated from the grounds.
Recordings from inside the chamber showed lawmakers blocking entrances with furniture amid 
alleged reports of "shots fired." Police can be seen with firearms drawn before leaving the 
grounds to escort lawmakers to safety.
Shortly after, protesters managed to get inside onto the House floor. Elsewhere, a group of 
protesters also managed to get inside the Senate chamber. One protesters was reportedly 
yelling "Trump won that election."
Moments before protesters managed to storm the building, Republican congressional members 
initiated the very first challenge of the Electoral College results when Arizona's count was called 
by Sen. Amy Klobuchar. Each chamber was in the middle of debating the objection when 
reports first emerged of protesting breaking past security barricades.
Earlier in the day, Trump riled up supporters at a Washington, DC, rally where he vowed to 
"never" concede the election. Since the event, the commander-in-chief changed his boisterous 
tone in exchange for calling his supporters to protest peacefully.
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX), who is leading the call to challenge the vote certification, also joined in 
on Trump's pleading, telling protesters that "those storming the Capitol need to stop now" as the 
act is "hurting the cause they say they support."
The storming of the Capitol has prompted the city to be placed under a curfew, which will take 
effect at 6 p.m. local time.
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Video: Pro-Trump Protesters Recreate George Floyd's Death Under BLM Sign at DC Church 
by Gaby Arancibia

Minnesota man George Floyd was killed in May 2020, after Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin knelt on Floyd’s neck for several minutes despite his pleas that he couldn't breathe. 
Floyd’s death stirred outrage and became a rallying cry for protesters demanding justice over 
the continued targeting of Black Americans by law enforcement officials.
As thousands of protesters arrived in Washington, DC, on Wednesday for the “Stop the Steal” 
rally, two particular individuals caught the attention of many after deciding to imitate Floyd’s 
death underneath an unfurled Black Lives Matter banner.
The incident took place on the steps of the prominent National City Christian Church on the 
city’s Thomas Circle. Earlier, Rev. Dr. Amy Butler, interim senior minister of the church, told

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/28/2021 3:48:52 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/28/2021 3:48:52 PM

NBC News that the church decided to unveil the 16-foot banner to make it known to incoming 
protesters that the institution rejected violence.
Video emerged Wednesday afternoon that showed one individual lying facedown on the church 
steps as a second masked individual sporting a “Make America Great Again” hat appeared to 
kneel on him. The person lying on the ground is wearing a hat that reads "I can't breathe" - 
words that were repeatedly uttered by Floyd before he died.
Anthony Mague, an executive producer for local news station NBC 4, noted in a tweet that the 
incident unfolded “moments” after the church unveiled the banner.
The imitation was immediately condemned on social media, with Twitter users remarking the 
pair were “awful people” and that the recreation was “disgusting.”
“And there we have it. What Trumpism has always meant: racism and performative cruelty,” 
wrote another netizen.
Within hours of the incident, dozens of protesters in town for the rally kicked things up a notch 
and broke past security barriers set up outside the US Capitol. At the time, lawmakers had just 
undertaken initial efforts to certify the Electoral College results, with both chambers less than an 
hour into debates over the first objection made by Republican officials.
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‘Not the American Way’: Analysts Unpack Unrest by Trump Supporters That Overtook US 
Capitol
by Gaby Arancibia

Supporters of US President Donald Trump shocked many within the US and abroad on 
Wednesday after thousands flocked to Washington, DC, to protest the Electoral College 
certification, with dozens opting to storm the US Capitol where recounting efforts were being 
undertaken.
Although efforts to challenge the certification were supported by over a dozen congressional 
Republican lawmakers, multiple party members have objected, arguing that objecting to the 
recount infringed on voters' right to elect their next president.
State Rep. Aaron Pilkington, a Republican who represents Arkansas’ 69th district, told Sputnik 
on Wednesday that he was “horrified” by the events unfolding in the nation’s capital. “This is not 
the American way,” he stressed.
“Those who stormed the Capitol should be arrested and prosecuted. America is better than this, 
and I hope that both Republicans and Democrats will come together denouncing these terrible 
events.”
The latest details from the US News and World Report indicated that at least 13 arrests have 
been made so far, and that “numerous guns” had been recovered from protesters who refused 
to adhere to local laws regarding firearms. The city prohibits anyone from carrying firearms on 
the Capitol grounds, among other areas.
Weighing in on the events, Ethan Ralph, a political commentator and founder of The Ralph 
Retort who is based in nearby Richmond, Virginia, remarked that the Capitol was “in complete
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disarray,” and that he does not anticipate “peace and unity coming around the corner anytime 
soon.”
It’s unclear how long protests may last, but reports suggest that Wednesday’s unrest served as 
just a taste of what may come in the days ahead of US President-elect Joe Biden’s anticipated 
inauguration in exactly two weeks.
Although DC Mayor Muriel Bowser imposed a 6 p.m. curfew, many protesters have continued to 
remain near the Capitol, even in light of National Guard forces being deployed. Footage from 
the scene show officers simply guiding protesters away from the grounds after one woman was 
fatally shot in the neck.
However, it’s worth noting that the current treatment of protesters by law enforcement officials in 
DC is a complete shift from how peaceful demonstrators were treated in June 2020. when 
officials fired rubber bullets and deployed tear gas to clear protesters away from the White 
House for Trump’s photo-op outside of the St. John’s Church.
Investigative journalist Mark Dankof has suggested that the events unfolding many on 
Americans’ TV screens show the looming demise of the Land of the Free.
“The United States is coming apart at the seams,” he said, adding that the country is in the 
middle of a constitutional crisis that may in the end see the US’ Republican Party “flounder.” 
“The only thing that keeps this thing from collapsing is the continued status of the American 
dollar [as] the reserve currency of the world,” Dankof explained.
As the earlier electoral vote recounts were paused on account of the turmoil, congressional 
leaders have stated that effort to resume the election's certification will resume Wednesday 
night; however, concerns regarding the Capitol's security remain.
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Videos: Protesters Climb Onto Inauguration Structures Amid Capitol Clashes 
by Gaby Arancibia

Hundreds of supporters of US President Donald Trump stormed the US Capitol on Wednesday, 
where congressional lawmakers were in the middle of debating the very first objection to the 
Electoral College certification.
Protesters were seen climbing atop various structures built for the inauguration of US 
President-elect Joe Biden, which is due to take place in just two weeks.
Video footage shows individuals climbing onto scaffolding and tearing apart various structures 
as Capitol Police are seen struggling to keep rowdy protesters at bay.
The chaotic scene took place moments before droves of protesters stormed the Capitol and 
forced their way into the since-vacated chambers of the US House of Representatives and the 
US Senate. All lawmakers have been transported away from the Capitol and into secure holding 

areas.
The latest reports suggest only one individual - a woman - was shot near the neck while she 
was inside the Capitol. The unidentified person is reportedly in critical condition. The 
circumstances of the shooting are unclear at present.
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The violent outbreak unfolded hours after Trump encouraged protesters to turn out in 
Washington, DC, to voice their outrage over the results of the US election and the planned 
certification process which was expected to take place throughout the day.
Several officials have called for protesters to leave the grounds and resume peaceful, civilized 
protests instead. Biden referred to the eventsnot as protests but as an outright “insurrection.”
"At this hour, our democracy is under unprecedented assault, unlike anything we've seen in 
modern times. An assault on the citadel of liberty: the Capitol itself," Biden said before calling on 
Trump to address the nation and call an end to the Capitol siege.
A short while later, Trump reiterated his call for protesters to act peacefully: however, in a video 
shared on social media, the commander-in chief called on demonstrators to “go home now.” It’s 
worth noting that despite the unfolding events, Trump continued to voice allegations of election 
fraud.
The National Guard has been deployed in the nation’s capital, and a curfew has been imposed 
for 6 p.m. local time.
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Romney: Trump 'Disgraced Office of the Presidency' by Advancing Unfounded Voter Fraud 
Narrative
by Evan Craighead

Sen. Mitt Romney (R-UT) released a statement on Sunday asserting fellow GOP lawmakers like 
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) are placing "their own partisan judgement" above that of federal courts, 
which have found virtually no evidence of widespread voter fraud in the November 2020 
presidential election.
As more than a dozen GOP senators await the opportunity to contest the Electoral College 
votes for the 2020 presidential election, Romney issued a preemptive reprimand to US 
President Donald Trump, his allegations of widespread voter fraud and Republican lawmakers 
supporting the outgoing president's claims.
“Well, it turns out that telling the voters that the election is rigged is not a great way to turn out 
your voters,” he quipped to reporters on Capitol Hill Wednesday, as reported bv The Hill. 
Romney, the sole GOP senator to support an article of impeachment against the US president 
last year, went on to assert Trump has "disrespected the American voters, has dishonored the 
election system and has disgraced the office of the presidency."
“I’m confident we'll proceed as the Constitution demands and tell our supporters the truth, 
whether or not they want to hear it,” he qualified.
The Utah senator issued a more formal rebuke toward his GOP colleagues on Sunday, claiming 
Cruz and other GOP senators are unwise to believe the "rejection of electors or an election 
audit directed by Congress would restore trust in the election."
"The congressional power to reject electors is reserved for the most extreme and unusual 
circumstances. These are far from it," Romney argued in his January 3 statement.
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"More Americans participated in this election than ever before, and they made their choice. 
President Trump’s lawyers made their case before scores of courts; in every instance, they 
failed. The Justice Department found no evidence of irregularity sufficient to overturn the 
election. The Presidential Voter Fraud Commission disbanded without finding such evidence." 
Cruz and Rep. Paul Gosar (R-AZ) were the first lawmakers to challenge Electoral College 
certification on Wednesday when they pushed back against the Electoral College vote count for 
Arizona, a traditionally red (Republican) state that flipped blue (Democrat) in the November 
election.
However, area protests quickly overshadowed the congressional joint session and forced both 
chambers to go into lockdown as demonstrators breached the Senate and House of 
Representatives.
The ongoing certification process requires bipartisan representatives from both legislative 
chambers to perform official, out-loud counts of the Electoral College's votes. US 
President-elect Joe Biden was handed 306 electoral votes, a total well above the 270 needed to 
secure a victory.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) also reached out to GOP lawmakers on 
Wednesday, urging fellow congressional Republicans to avoid pushing American democracy 
into a "death spiral."
"My colleagues, nothing before us proves illegality anywhere near the massive scale - the 
massive scale - that would have tipped the entire election. Nor can public doubt alone justify a 
radical break when the doubt itself was incited without any evidence," he proclaimed.
“Voters, the courts, and the states have all spoken - they’ve all spoken,” McConnell added. “If 
we overrule them, it would damage our republic forever.”
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Joe Biden Reportedly Picks Merrick Garland for Attorney General 
by Evan Craighead

Former US President Barack Obama notably nominated Merrick Garland, a circuit judge in the 
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, to serve on the Supreme Court of 
the US (SCOTUS) in 2016. However, 44's second-term nomination fell through due to a 
Republican-controlled Senate refusing to consider a nominee chosen by him.
President-elect Joe Biden has selected Garland, 68, as his top pick for attorney general, Politico 
reported Wednesday, citing "two people with knowledge of the decision."
Prior to the alleged decision, Biden was reportedly considering Garland, ex-Sen. Doug Jones 
(D-AL) and Obama-era Deputy Attorney General Sally Yates, a Democrat, to head of the US 
Department of Justice.
The US president-elect is expected to announce Garland's nomination on January 7, the day 
after US Vice President Mike Pence and bipartisan representatives from both legislative 
chambers are scheduled to perform an official, out-loud count of the Electoral College votes 
from the November 2020 presidential election.
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Attorney Kristen Clarke, president of Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, has 
reportedly been selected to run the Civil Rights Division of the US DoJ.
Although Biden received 306 Electoral College votes - well above the 270 needed to secure a 
victory over US President Donald Trump - the sitting US president and more than a dozen GOP 
lawmakers have maintained the results from the election were the product of widespread voter 
fraud.
Garland's anticipated attorney general nomination will likely reignite conversations on the 
Republican Party's refusal to acknowledge his 2016 SCOTUS nomination - despite the passing 
of SCOTUS Justice Antonin Scalia, the Associated Press reported.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) led the opposition to Garland's hearing, 
arguing that 45 - not Obama - should select the next SCOTUS justice.
“The American people should have a voice in the selection of their next Supreme Court Justice. 
Therefore, this vacancy should not be filled until we have a new president,” he said hours after 
Scalia's passing.
“We are setting a precedent here today, Republicans are, that in the last year at least of a lame 
duck eight-year term — I would say it’s going to be a four-year term — that you’re not going to 
fill a vacancy of the Supreme Court based on what we’re doing here today,” Sen. Lindsey 
Graham (R-SC) proclaimed during a Senate Judiciary Committee meetinain 2016.
The political impasse ultimately resulted in Trump choosing Neil Gorsuch to take over Scalia's 
SCOTUS seat. Furthermore, the so-called precedent established in 2016 proved to be 
short-lived after Trump handed Judge Amy Coney Barrett a SCOTUS nomination in September 
2020.

Three Trump SCOTUS nominees have been confirmed by the Senate, giving conservatives a 
6-3 majority on the court.
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Twitter Says Trump’s Account Will Be Locked for 12 Hours Following Removal of Tweets Earlier 
by Evan Craighead

Twitter moved to restrict social media engagement with tweets authored by US President 
Donald Trump and others after pro-Trump demonstrators protesting the results of the 2020 US 
presidential election breached the Senate and House of Representatives in Washington, DC, 
prompting both chambers of Congress to go under lockdown.
The Twitter Safety team announced Wednesday evening that it would be locking the US 
president's personal Twitter account for 12 hours after he removes a total of three tweets "that 
were posted earlier today for repeated and severe violations of our Civic Integrity policy."
"This means that the account of @realDonaldTrump will be locked for 12 hours following the 
removal of these Tweets," the social media team tweeted. "If the Tweets are not removed, the 
account will remain locked."
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Earlier Wednesday, the social media platform's safety team announced it would be "working 
proactively to protect the health of the public conversation occurring on the service and will take 
action on any content that violates the Twitter Rules."
"Threats of and calls to violence are against the Twitter Rules, and we are enforcing our policies 
accordingly," the Twitter team wrote on January 6.
"In addition, we have been significantly restricting engagement with Tweets labeled under our 
Civic Integrity Policy due to the risk of violence," Twitter Safety highlighted.
Netizens quickly took notice to Twitter's policy enforcement, as at least three posts tweeted from 
Trump's account were deleted soonafter. One of the tweets deleted by the social media platform 
took aim at US Vice President Mike Pence, who - as president of the US Senate - is presiding 
over the Electoral College vote certification.
"Mike Pence didn't have the courage to do what should have been done to protect our Country 
[sic] and our Constitution, giving States a chance to certify a corrected set of facts, not the 
fraudulent or inaccurate ones which they were asked to previously certify. USA demands the 
truth!" Trump said in a tweet that was soon flagged by Twitter as a disputed "claim of election 
fraud."
The social media platform's advisory also claimed Trump's tweet could potentially contribute to 
the "risk of violence" occurring in the nation's capital. While Twitter blocked users from liking, 
retweeting and replying to some of Trump's flagged tweets, the website ultimately deleted 
Trump's anti-Pence tweet - as well as two other posts issued later Wednesday afternoon.
Social media giants Facebook, which owns Instagram, and YouTube also cited potential 
violence in Washington, DC, as motivation to remove content published by the US president. 
While Twitter allowed Trump's livestream address to remain on its website, Facebook and 
YouTube removed the US president's speech from their respective platforms.
"The violent protests in the Capitol today are a disgrace," Facebook spokesperson Andy Stone 
told CNN. "We prohibit incitement and calls for violence on our platform. We are actively 
reviewing and removing any content that breaks these rules."
"Our brightest days are before us," Trump told supporters in Washington, DC, for the "Save 
America" march. "One of our great achievements will be election security. Because nobody, 
until I came along, had any idea how corrupt our elections were."
"We're going to walk down Pennsylvania Avenue. I love Pennsylvania Avenue. And we're going 
to the Capitol," the outgoing US president remarked. He went on to tell his supporters that it is a 
lost cause to try and switch a Democrat's vote in Congress' Electoral College certification 
session.
"The Democrats are hopeless. They're never voting for anything. Not even one vote. But we're 
going to try and give our Republicans— the weak ones because the strong ones don't need any 
of our help. We're going to try and give them the kind of pride and boldness that they need to 
take back our country," Trump told supporters, who then broke out into a "U-S-A" chant before 
marching down Pennsylvania Avenue.
After energizing protesters, the US president took to Twitter some hours later and urged 
pro-Trump demonstrators to "remain peaceful. No violence!"
"Remember, WE are the Party of Law & Order - respect the Law and our great men and women 
in Blue. Thank you!" he tweeted.
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A YouTube spokesperson told The Verge that teams have “working to quickly remove 
livestreams and other content that violates our policies, including those against incitement to 
violence or regarding footage of graphic violence."
According to the spokesperson, YouTube site moderators have been actively removing streams 
that are viewed to incite or encourage violence. Footage that showed people carrying firearms 
in the nation's capital were also allegedly removed. Though legal gun owners can carry their 
firearm in a concealed state, Washington, DC, does not permit open carry for civilians.
While social media sites appear to be taking more accountability for content disseminated via 
their platform, notorious comedian Sacha Baron Cohen urged industry executives to do more to 
combat the "violent attack on American democracy" committed by Trump.
"Is that FINALLY enough for you to act?!" Cohen asked Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg, 
Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey, YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki and Google, Alphabet CEO Sundar 
Pichai. Prior to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and nationwide anti-racism protests, social 
media websites took a more laissez-faire approach to the US president's social media posts.
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REVIEW - Trump Loyalists Storm Congress in Failed Bid to Halt Certification of Biden Win

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - President Donald Trump’s supporters violently stormed 
the US Capitol building as Congress was trying to certify Democrat Joe Biden’s election victory, 
developments which drew international opprobrium, calls for impeachment, and the mobilization 
of National Guard units.
The congressional approval of the presidential election result is traditionally a mere ceremonial 
formality, but was turned into a political ordeal driven by Trump’s refusal to concede after the 
mid-December Electoral College met to officially bless Biden’s win. Trump has repeatedly 
claimed that the election was stolen due to a vast fraud conspiracy - allegations that have been 
refuted by election security agencies and the Justice Department.
TRUMP 'SAVE AMERICA' RALLY
The developments marked the most significant breach of the US Capitol since 1814 - when 
British troops set fire to the grounds during the war of 1812, Business Insider’s John 
Haltiwanger wrote in a report after the events.
The day began with hundreds of thousands of Trump supporters gathered to listen to the 
president deliver a speech near the White House at the "Save America," rally. Meanwhile, 
Congress was set to begin a joint session to count electoral votes presided over by Vice 
President Mike Pence.
"We will never give up, we will never concede," Trump said during a speech in which he 
mentioned the word "fight" over 20 times. "We fight like Hell and if you don’t fight like Hell, 
you’re not going to have a country anymore."
Trump also called on Pence to send electoral votes back to the states to re-certify hoping that 
the results could be overturned to prevent Biden from taking office on January 20.
During his speech the crowd could be heard chanting "Fight for Trump! Fight for Trump!"
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The breach of the US Capitol building was condemned by both political parties and reportedly 
even raised the prospect of having Trump removed. CNN reported, citing a source familiar with 
the matter, that some cabinet members and other Republican leaders discussed invoking the 
25th amendment to remove Trump from office.
A Sputnik correspondent reporting from the ground witnessed developments from the speech to 
the break in of the Capitol building and had a chance to ask Trump’s supporters what they were 
thinking.
"They stole the election. We pay tax dollars, this is our house," David from Dallas, Texas said. 
"We're fighting because this is God's country, that's why we're out here. And they're tearing our 
country to hell in a handbasket."
David along with other supporters refused to even obey Trump’s request to go home, after the 
president put out a video at an apparent move at damage control. But the video, which also 
seemed to justify the protests, was taken off social media. Twitter and Face book also 
temporarily suspended Trump’s account. Twitter went so far as to threaten to permanently 
suspend the account if Trump violated the social media firm’s policy against inciting violence 
again.
CONGRESS UNDER SIEGE
Ahead of the early afternoon session, Pence in a letter to Congress said he did not have the 
unilateral authority to decide which Electoral College votes should be counted, despite Trump's 
repeated calls on him to reject the results of states.
At least 14 senators and over 100 House lawmakers intended to raise objections during the joint 
session to Biden votes, although the final tally was widely expected to fall in the former vice 
president's favor. Early on, lawmakers objected to the state of Arizona’s electoral college votes 
that were awarded to Biden. Shortly after, the siege of congress commenced.
Trump supporters clashed with police outside the Capitol building initially before they pushed 
their way through and began smashing windows and entering the premises. Police used tear 
gas and rubber bullets but was not successful in preventing the breach. The rioters would soon 
seize the rotunda room of the US Capitol building as well as the inauguration stage, a Sputnik 
correspondent reported.
Lawmakers began tweeting that they were "taking shelter" as rioters entered the building while 
security began evacuating others including Pence. Congress was put on lockdown and the 
mayor of Washington, DC imposed a curfew amid the outbreak of violence. Some congressional 
leaders were evacuated to a nearby military base.
Police said that one woman was shot and killed, at least thirteen arrests were made and five 
weapons seized. Authorities also said at least two explosives were found and detonated on or 
near the capitol grounds.
Washington, DC and the state of Virginia mobilized the National Guard in order to quell the 
unrest. The White House mistakenly said that Trump had mobilized the DC guard when in fact 
reports surfaced that Pence did it.
Shortly after 5:30 p.m. EST (9:30 p.m. GMT), US officials finally said the US Capitol building 
was secured. However, some Democratic leaders were not taking any chances.
"At the request of the United States National Guard officials, I am deploying 1,000 members of 
the New York National Guard to \Afeshington, DC for up to two weeks to aid and facilitate the
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peaceful transition of presidential power," Governor Andrew Cuomo said in a statement on 
Wednesday.
CALLS FOR IMPEACHMENT, CONDEMNATIONS
Even many of Trump’s Republican allies - like Senators Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio - expressed 
outrage over the violence. US Congressmen Adam Kinzinger went so far as to describe the 
developments as an attempted "coup." Democratic Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley urged her 
colleagues to begin the impeachment process at once.
"Donald J. Trump should immediately be impeached by the House of Representatives and 
removed from office by the United States Senate as soon as Congress reconvenes," Pressley 
said via Twitter on Wednesday evening.
Biden while speaking to reporters called on the protesters to end the siege and stop the assault 
on the rule of law and democracy.
"To storm the Capitol... threatening the safety of duly elected officials, it's not a protest, it's 
insurrection," Biden said.
Leaders from around the globe condemned the violence including those from Canada, the UK 
and the EU in addition to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.
"The Secretary-General is saddened by the events at the US Capitol in Washington, D.C., on 
Wednesday," UN spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a statement. "In such circumstances, 
it is important that political leaders impress on their followers the need to refrain from violence, 
as well as to respect democratic processes and the rule of law."
CONGRESS RECONVENES
Around 8:00 p.m. EST Congress reconvened with several congressional leaders as well as 
Pence saying that they cannot allow violent mobs to stop their work. Trump’s bid to reverse the 
results also backfired when one senator after the session reconvened reversed her objection. 
"When I arrived in Washington this morning I fully intended to object the certification of the 
Electoral votes, however, the events that have transpired today have forced me to reconsider 
and I cannot now in good conscious object to the certification of these electors," Republican 
Senator Kelly Loeffler said on the senate floor during the evening session.
However, Senator Josh Hawley refused to reverse his objection along with a few other 
lawmakers.
The Senate went on to approve the electoral votes and the House is expected to finalize the 
process around midnight.
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Some Cabinet Members, Republican Leaders Discuss Removing Trump From Power - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Some cabinet members of the US administration and 
other Republican leaders are having early talks about invoking the 25th amendment to remove 
President Donald Trump from power, CNN reported citing a source familiar with the situation. 
The report said on Wednesday that cabinet members are having discussions about invoking the 
25th amendment, which would remove Trump from power and make Vice President Mike Pence 
the US president.
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Earlier, pro-Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol building, destroying property and 
seizing the rotunda room, as Congress was trying to certify the results of Democrat Joe Biden's 
presidential victory. The mass riot erupted after Trump in a speech to tens of thousands of 
supporters near the White House vowed to never concede and called on the crowd to keep 
fighting.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Senator Hawley Will Not Reverse Objection to Biden Victory Despite Capitol Hill Riot

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Republican Senator Josh Hawley during remarks on the 
Senate floor did not reverse his decision to object the Electoral College votes following the 
violent siege of the Capitol Building.
"It's very vital what we do - the opportunity to be heard, to register objections is very vital 
because this is the place where those objections are to be heard and dealt with, debated and 
finally resolved," Hawley said on Wednesday.
Hawley, who was the first Republican Senator to announce he will object the election results, 
continued to call for an investigation into alleged fraud in the 2020 presidential election and the 
need to reform US elections.
1/6/2021 9:23:40 PM -05:00
US Senator Hawley not going to reverse objection to certifying Biden's victory DESPITE riot on
Capitol Hill
Sputnik
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Trump Loyalists Say Siege of Congress Necessary to Reverse 'Stolen' Election, Defend US

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - President Donald Trump's supporters told Sputnik that 
protesters stormed the US Capitol building to defend God's country and ensure the presidential 
election was not stolen.
Earlier, pro-Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol building as Congress was trying 
to certify the results of Democrat Joe Biden's presidential victory. The mass riot erupted after 
Trump in a speech vowed to never concede and called on the crowd to keep fighting.
Later, Trump uploaded a video to social media calling on his supporters to go home.
However, David from Dallas, Texas said he did not want to abide by any orders to leave.
"Why should we have to comply? They stole the election. We pay tax dollars, this is our house," 
David told Sputnik. "We're fighting because this is God's country, that's why we're out here. And 
they're tearing our country to hell in a handbasket."
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The Dallas, Texas native added that he is thrilled with the way events have unfolded, 
underscoring his devotion to fighting for his country.
A Trump supporter named Shannon also expressed pride in the day's developments.
"We... interrupted the Senate session. I thought that was fantastic, made a real big message... 
we just went in there just to take our building back," Shannon said.
One protester named Anthony told Sputnik, however, that he would obey his leader's command. 
"Yeah, I'll comply because that's my president," Anthony said, albeit noting that Americans like 
him deserve answers about the purported transgressions in the electoral process.
A curfew is now in effect in the District of Columbia and according to reports law enforcement 
agencies are now pushing protesters away from Capitol Hill. At least 13 arrests were made and 
around a half dozen weapons seized. One woman was shot and killed during the clashes.
In the early evening, Congress resumed the session after officials said they had secured the US 
Capitol building.
The coup attempt was roundly condemned in both parties, attracted international opprobrium as 
well as calls for impeaching Trump for inciting violence.
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New York Governor Deploys 1,000 National Guard to DC for ‘Peaceful Transition of Power'

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo said he will 
deploy 1,000 National Guard members to the US capital of Washington to facilitate the peaceful 
transition of presidential power.
"At the request of the United States National Guard officials, I am deploying 1,000 members of 
the New York National Guard to Washington, DC for up to two weeks to aid and facilitate the 
peaceful transition of presidential power," Cuomo said on Wednesday.
Earlier, supporters of US President Donald Trump violently stormed the US Capitol building, 
destroying property and seizing the rotunda room, as Congress was trying to certify the results 
of Democrat Joe Biden's presidential victory. The mass riot erupted after Trump in a speech to 
tens of thousands of supporters near the White House vowed to never concede and called on 
the crowd to keep fighting.
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US Senator Loeffler Says She Reverses Decision to Object Election Results After Unrest

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Senator Kelly Loeffler during remarks on the Senate 
floor said she will reverse her session to object the Electoral College votes after today's violent 
siege of the Capitol Building.
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"When I arrived in Washington this morning I fully intended to object the certification of the 
Electoral votes, however, the events that have transpired today have forced me to reconsider 
and I cannot now in good conscious object to the certification of these electors," Loeffler said on 
Wednesday.
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Guterres Says Political Leaders Should Urge Followers to Refrain from Violence - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, January 6 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres believes it is 
important for political leaders to urge followers to avoid violence in situations such as the 
ongoing riots at the US capital of Washington, UN spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a 
statement.
Earlier on Wednesday, supporters of US President Donald Trump violently stormed the US 
Capitol building, destroying property and seizing the rotunda room, as Congress was trying to 
certify the results of Democrat Joe Biden's presidential victory. The mass riot erupted after 
Trump in a speech to tens of thousands of supporters near the White House vowed to never 
concede and called on the crowd to keep fighting.
“In such circumstances, it is important that political leaders impress on their followers the need 
to refrain from violence, as well as to respect democratic processes and the rule of law,” Dujarric 
said.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN Chief Saddened by Events at US Capitol in Washington - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, January 6 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
expressed sadness over the events at the US capital of Washington, his spokesperson 
Stephane Dujarric said in a statement.
"The Secretary-General is saddened by the events at the US Capitol in Washington, D.C., on 
Wednesday," Dujarric said.
Earlier, pro-Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol building, destroying property and 
seizing the rotunda room, as Congress was trying to certify the results of Democrat Joe Biden's 
presidential victory. The mass riot erupted after Trump in a speech to thousands of supporters 
near the White House vowed to never concede and called on the crowd to make their voices 
heard.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01 /28/2021 3:48:52 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/28/2021 3:48:52 PM

US Senator Paul Says No More Objections Expected in Election Results Certification Count

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Senator Rand Paul said the ceremonial count of 
presidential electoral votes to formally certify former Vice President Joe Biden as president-elect 
will be compressed into one vote and is expected to go forward without further dissention.
Ahead of the proceedings earlier on Wednesday, which were suspended following an incursion 
into the Capitol Building by pro-Trump supporters, more than a dozen Republican Senators plus 
colleagues in the House indicated that they would object to the congressional vote count, 
backing President Donald Trump’s charge that electoral fraud prevented his re-election.
"I think the vote has been condensed to one vote, I don’t think [the objectors will] appeal all of 
the states, I think the events of the day have chastened them somewhat,” Paul said in an 
interview with Fox News.
Biden bested Trump by a 306-232 margin, according to results submitted by states.
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Pence Has Returned to Senate, Never Left Capitol Despite Unrest - Spokesperson

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Mike Pence has returned to the 
Senate to resume work to verify the Electoral College votes in the presidential election, his 
press secretary Devin O'Malley said in a statement.
"Vice President Mike Pence has returned to the Senate. He never left the Capitol,” O'Malley 
said via Twitter on Wednesday, "was in regular contact w/ House & Senate leadership, Cap 
Police, DOJ, [and] DoD to facilitate efforts to secure the Capitol & reconvene Congress. And 
now we will finish the People's business."
Earlier, pro-Trump supporters violently stormed the US Capitol building, destroying property and 
seizing the rotunda room, as Congress was trying to certify the results of Democrat Joe Biden's 
presidential victory. The mass riot erupted after Trump in a speech to tens of thousands of 
supporters near the White House vowed to never concede and called on the crowd to make 
their voices heard.
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Trump Supporters Break Through Gates of Governor's Mansion in US State of Washington

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Trump supporters have breached past the gates of the 
Governor's mansion in Olympia, Washington, according to video footage from local television 
station KIRO 7.
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The video footage on Wednesday showed about 50 protesters on the steps of the residency 
holding Trump flags.
Earlier in the day, tens of thousands of pro-Trump supporters had the Capitol Building under 
siege as lawmakers attempted to give the final stamp of approval of President-elect Joe Biden's 
win in the 2020 presidential election.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Twitter to Permanently Suspend Trump Account if He Violates Platform's Policies Again

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Twitter in a statement said President Donald Trump’s 
personal account will be permanently suspended if he continues to violate the platform's violent 
threats policies.
"Future violations of the Twitter Rules, including our Civic Integrity or Violent Threats policies, 
will result in permanent suspension of the @realDonaldTrump account," the company statement 
said on Wednesday.
Twitter added that it has removed three of Trump's recent tweets posted earlier today because 
they violated the violent threats policies amid the violent situation on Capitol Hill. As a result, his 
account will be locked for 12 hours.
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Tensions Near US Capitol Subside as Curfew Takes Effect
WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The situation near the US Capitol, where violent protests 
took place during the day, became a bit calmer in the early evening as a citywide curfew took 
effect, a Sputnik correspondent reported from the scene.
Police officers began pushing protesters, who expressed support to President Donald Trump, 
away from the Capitol area.
US media previously reported police using smoke pellets to disperse protesters, but currently 
there is no smoke seen on the scene.
One woman died after being shot during clashes while at least 13 arrests were made and 
around a half dozen weapons seized.
Earlier, violent clashes broke out after pro-Trump supporters stormed US Congress as 
lawmakers were trying to certify the presidential elections results. The attack was launched after 
President Donald Trump delivered a speech near the White House to thousands of supporters 
during which he refused to concede. Protesters broke windows and damaged property in 
seizing the rotunda in the inside of the US Capitol building as lawmakers were evacuated.
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US Congress to Resume Certifying Election Results Tonight - House Majority Whip

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Congress will tonight continue to verify the results of 
the US presidential election, hours after thousands of pro-Trump protesters stormed the Capitol 
building to stop the proceedings, House Minority Whip James Clyburn said in a statement. 
"Tonight, Congress will continue the business of certifying the electoral college votes," Clyburn 
said via Twitter on Wednesday.
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Virginia Governor Issues State of Emergency, Curfew Over Capitol Hill Unrest - Statement

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Virginia Governor Ralph Northam in a statement said he 
has declared a state of emergency and issued a curfew from Wednesday evening until 
Thursday morning.
"At the request of [City of Alexandria] and [city of] Arlington], I am declaring a 6PM to 6 AM 
[Eastern Time] curfew in those jurisdictions, with limited expectations," Northam said via Twitter 
on Wednesday.
Northam said he also issued a State of Emergency so they can continue to respond to the 
unrest in Washington.
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Pence Deployed DC National Guard to Capitol Hill to Respond to Siege, Not Trump - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Vice President Mike Pence, not President Donald Trump, 
mobilized Washington, DC's National Guard to Capitol Hill to help local law enforcement 
respond to the mass riot that overtook the area, the New York Times reported citing US defense 
and administration officials.
The report said on Wednesday that it is unclear why Trump did not initially approve the order. 
Earlier in the day, White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said Trump ordered the DC 
National Guard to deploy to Capitol Hill.
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Woman Shot by Police Inside Congress Dies - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - A woman who was shot inside the Capitol Hill building 
has died, NBC News reported citing multiple law enforcement officials.
The woman, a supporter of President Donald Trump, was shot inside Congress earlier on 
Wednesday as protesters reached the US Senate chamber where lawmakers were verifying the 
results of the 2020 presidential election.
Media reported earlier that the woman was shot in the chest and taken to a nearby hospital 
under critical condition.
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US Capitol Building Now Secure of Protesters - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The US Capitol Building has been cleared of protesters 
and is now secure, Reuters reported citing officials.
Video footage on Wednesday evening showed large police presence on the Capitol grounds 
with police setting up a secure perimeter around the Capitol building while several protesters 
still lingered near the area.
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US Congressional Leaders Evacuated to Military Base in Washington - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Congressional leaders have been evacuated to a 
nearby military base after tens of thousands of pro-Trump protesters encircled the Capitol 
building during a session to verify the results of the 2020 presidential election, CNN reported 
citing a federal law enforcement official.
The congressional leaders were evacuated from the Capitol building and taken to Fort McNair, 
an Army base in Washington, DC, the report said on Wednesday.
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Washington Police Arrest 13, Seize 5 Wsapons During Election Protests - Chief Contee
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WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Law enforcement officers arrested at 13 people and 
seized five weapons during protests at the US Capitol, Washington Metropolitan Police 
Department Chief Robert Contee told reporters,
"There were approximately 5 weapons that have been recovered. We were looking at just about 
13 arrests," Contee said during press briefing on Wednesday.
All of the arrested individuals arrived to Washington, DC from the closest suburbs and from 
several US states, Contee added.
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Pipe Bomb Found, Destroyed Near US Capitol - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 7 (Sputnik) - A pipe bomb was found at the headquarters of the 
Republican National Committee in Washington, which is a few blocks away from the US Capitol, 
The New York Times reported.
The device that was found at the RNC was successfully destroyed by a bomb squad, the report 
said citing an RNC official on Wednesday.
Earlier, pro-Trump supporters stormed Congress as lawmakers were trying to certify the 
presidential elections results. The attack was launched after President Donald Trump delivered 
a speech to thousands of supporters during which he refused to concede. Protesters seized the 
rotunda room inside the US Capitol Building.
One woman has been shot, 13 people arrested and five guns seized during clashes between 
protesters and police.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Senate Will Finish Counting Votes From a Secure Location - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US senators are determined to finish the counting of the 
electoral votes from a secure location, NBC reported citing a member of the Senate leadership. 
"Senators are determined to stay until their work of counting the electoral votes is done. They 
are considering continuing the count from the secure location where they are now located," the 
report said on Wednesday evening.
Tens of thousands of pro-Trump supporters have encircled the US Capitol building to protest 
the verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which the protesters claim are 
illegitimate. However, a group of individuals entered the building and reached the Senate 
chamber where they engaged with Capitol police.
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US Congresswoman Pressley Urges Lawmakers to Impeach Trump After Capitol Hill Violence

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley issued a 
statement urging lawmakers to impeach President Donald Trump after a group of his supporters 
breached the Capitol building.
"Donald J. Trump should immediately be impeached by the House of Representatives and 
removed from office by the United States Senate as soon as Congress reconvenes," Pressley 
said via Twitter on Wednesday evening.
Tens of thousands of pro-Trump supporters have encircled the US Capitol building to protest 
the verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which the protesters claim are 
illegitimate. A group of individuals entered the building and reached the Senate chamber where 
they engaged with the Capitol police.
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US Sentences Chinese National for Theft of Cancer-Research - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - A Chinese citizen arrested with vials of biological cancer 
research while preparing to board a flight to China has been sentenced to time served and 
ordered to leave the United States, the US Justice Department said in a press release.
"Zaosong Zheng, 31, was sentenced by US District Court Judge Denise J. Casper to time 
served (approximately 87 days), three years of supervised release and ordered removed from 
the United States," the release said on Wednesday.
Zheng entered the United States in August 2018 to conduct cancer-cell research at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center in Boston. He attempted to return to China 15 months later when 
screeners at the city’s Logan International Airport discovered vials hidden in a sock in his 
luggage, the release said.
When asked by federal officers whether he was traveling with any biological items or research, 
Zheng initially answered "no" but later admitted he had stolen the vials and pleaded guilty to one 
count of lying to police, the release added.
The FBI is currently investigating more than 2,000 cases of Chinese espionage against the 
United States, according to media reports.
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Protesters Seize Rotunda Room Inside US Capitol Building, Inauguration Stage

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01 /28/2021 3:48:52 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/28/2021 3:48:52 PM

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The rostrum for the inauguration and the rotunda of the 
US Capitol building are now under the control of the pro-Trump protesters, a Sputnik 
correspondent reported from the scene.
Occasional clashes among the protesters and the police have taken place near the building, 
police used tear gas again.
Law enforcement officers can be seen wearing riot gear and holding shields.
The protesters are seen carrying flags that read "Trump 2020. Keep America great!" and 
wearing hats with the outgoing President’s name on them.
Many of those who came to contest Trump’s loss in the November 3 election shout "Stop the 
steal" and "You swore an oath."
Earlier, Trump delivered a speech near the White House in front of thousands of supporters as 
Congress held a joint session to finalize certification of Joe Biden's presidential election victory. 
Soon after, pro-Trump supporters stormed Congress which forced an evacuation of lawmakers. 
One woman was shot and at least 13 people have been arrested and five weapons seized.
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Trump Issues Video Message Calling on Protesters at US Capitol to Go Home

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump on Wednesday issued a 
video message to his supporters who have encircled the Capitol building and asked them to 
disperse and go home.
"This was a fraudulent election. But we can't play into the hands of these people. We have to 
have peace. So go home," Trump said.
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Biden Says Protesters Storming US Capitol Not Protest, But Insurrection

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US President-elect Joe Biden said during a press 
conference on Wednesday that the entry of a group presumed to be supporters of President 
Donald Trump is not a protest, but insurrection.
"To storm the Capitol... threatening the safety of duly elected officials, it's not a protest, it's 
insurrection," Biden told reporters.
Biden said the storming of the Capitol building is an assault on the rule of law and democracy 
and called on protesters to end their siege.
Tens of thousands of Trump supporters have encircled the Capitol building in a peaceful protest 
of the Congress confirming electors from several US states that the protesters believe are 
illegitimate. A small group entered the Capitol and engaged with police.
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Democrats Take US Senate With 2nd Georgia Win - NBC Projects

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Democrats have taken control of the US Senate after Jon 
Ossoff won a run-off election in the state of Georgia along with his party colleague Raphael 
Warnock, NBC News projected on Wednesday, in a victory that could enable President-elect 
Joe Biden to more easily advance his agenda over the next four years.
The NBC projection came after the Associate Press and other mediate outlets earlier declared 
Democrat Raphael Warnock the winner over incumbent Senator Kelly Loeffler in the state's 
other race.
Both victories, if validated, will give the Democrats control of the US Senate with a 50-50 split in 
seats between the two political parties and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris will hold the 
tie-breaking 101 st vote in her position as Senate president.
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National Guard Mobilized to Aid Police Responding to Situation at US Capitol - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The Washington, DC National Guard has been deployed 
to reinforce local law enforcement working to restore order at the US Capitol after tens of 
thousands supporters of President Donald Trump encircled the building but a small group 
entered and engaged with police, Pentagon spokesman Jonathan Hoffman said in a statement 
on Wednesday.
"The DC Guard has been mobilized to provide support to federal law enforcement in the District. 
Acting [Defense] Secretary Miller has been in contact w[ith] Congressional leadership and 
[Army] Secretary McCarthy has been working w[ith] DC government. The law enforcement 
response will be lead by DOJ [Justice Department]," Hoffman said via Twitter.
Tens of thousands of pro-Trump supporters have encircled the US Capitol building to peacefully 
protest the verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which the protesters claim are 
illegitimate. However, a group of individuals entered the building and reached the Senate 
chamber where they engaged with Capitol police.
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Trump Deploys National Guard to US Capitol - Press Secretary
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WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump has directed the National 
Guard and other federal protective services to deploy to the Capitol building to help local law 
enforcement after a group of individuals breached the building, White House Press Secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany said in a statement on Wednesday.
"At President Donald Trump's direction, the National Guard is on the way along with other 
federal protective services," McEnany said via Twitter. "We reiterate President Trump's call 
against violence and to remain peaceful."
Tens of thousands of pro-Trump supporters have encircled the US Capitol building to peacefully 
protest the verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which the protesters claim are 
illegitimate. HOwever, a group of individuals entered the Capitol and reached the Senate 
chamber where they engaged with the Capitol police.
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Those Involved in Violence at US Capitol Will Be Prosecuted to Full Extent of Law - Pence

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Mike Pence urged the individuals 
inside the Capitol building to disperse and warned of legal consequences for those engaging in 
illicit acts.
"The violence and destruction taking place at the US Capitol must stop and it must stop now. 
Anyone involved must respect Law Enforcement officers and immediately leave the building," 
Pence said on Tuesday via Twitter. "Peaceful protest is the right of every American but this 
attack on our Capitol will not be tolerated and those involved will be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law."
Tens of thousands of supporters of President Donald Trump have encircled the US Capitol to 
peacefully protest the verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which the protesters 
claim are illegitimate. However, a group of individuals entered the building and reached the 
Senate chamber where they engaged with the Capitol police.
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Virginia Sends National Guard, State Troopers to US Capitol to Respond to Riots - Governor

WASHINGTON January 6 (Sputnik) - The US state of Virginia is sending National Guard troops 
and 200 state law enforcement officers to help authorities respond to the ongoing violent riots at 
the US Capitol Building, Governor Ralph Northam said in a statement on Wednesday.
"My team and I are working closely with Mayor Bowser, Speaker Pelosi, and Senator Schumer 
to respond to the situation in Washington, DC. Per the Mayor's request, I am sending members 
of the Virginia National Guard along with 200 Virginia State Troopers," Northam said via Twitter.
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Tens of thousands of pro-Trump supporters have encircled the US Capitol building to protest 
the verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which the protesters claim are 
illegitimate. A group of individuals entered the building and reached the Senate chamber where 
they engaged with the Capitol police.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Woman Shot in Chest at Protest in US Capitol Building - Video Footage

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - A woman has been shot in the chest during a protest 
inside the US Capitol Building, according to video footage posted on Twitter on Wednesday. 
CNN reported, citing two sources familiar with the matter, that the woman is in critical condition. 
Tens of thousands of pro-Trump supporters have encircled the US Capitol building to protest 
the verification of the Electoral College votes, some of which the protesters claim are 
illegitimate. A group of individuals entered the building and reached the Senate chamber where 
they engaged with the Capitol police.
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Trump Urges Everyone at US Capitol to Remain Peaceful, Show Respect For Law 
WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump in a statement on 
Wednesday urged his thousands of supporters that breached the US Capitol Building to remain 
peaceful and show respect to law enforcement.
"I am asking for everyone at the US Capitol to remain peaceful. No violence! Remember, WE 
are the Party of Law & Order - respect the Law and our great men and women in Blue," Trump 
said via Twitter.
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US Republican Senator Rubio Calls Protests Anti-American Anarchy’

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Senator Marco Rubio in a statement on Wednesday 
called the ongoing pro-Trump protest near the Capitol building an anti-American third-world 
anarchy.
"There is nothing patriotic about what is occurring on Capitol Hill. This is third-world style 
anti-American anarchy," Rubio said via Twitter.
US Congress was in the middle of verifying the results of the US election but the Senate and 
House of Representatives went into recess due to the breach. The storming of the building led
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to an armed standoff between protesters and police. Police used tear gas and rubber bullets but 
was not successful in preventing the breach.
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Trump Urges Support for Law Enforcement After Protesters Storm Capitol Building

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump in a statement on 
Wednesday urged support for Capitol Police and law enforcement after his supporters stormed 
the US Capitol Building.
"Please support our Capitol Police and Law Enforcement. They are truly on the side of our 
Country. Stay peaceful," Trump said via Twitter.
US Congress was in the middle of verifying the results of the US election but the Senate and 
House of Representatives went into recess due to the breach. The storming of the building led 
to an armed standoff between protesters and police, images showed.
1/6/2021 2:56:25 PM -05:00
US Republican Lawmaker Calls Pro-Trump Protests ‘Coup Attempt’
WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Congressmen Adam Kinzinger in a statement on 
Wednesday said the ongoing pro-Trump protest in the capital of Washington is a coup attempt. 
"This is a coup attempt," Kinzinger said via Twitter.
Earlier in the day, the US Senate and House of Representatives temporarily halted the 
verification of the Electoral College votes after the protesters breached the Capitol Hill building. 
Protesters breached the building which has led to an armed standoff between police and 
pro-Trump demonstrators.
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Armed Standoff Underway at Door of US House Floor

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - An armed standoff is underway between authorities and 
pro-Trump protesters at the door of the chamber of the US House of Representatives, CNN 
reported on Wednesday.
Images on social media show law enforcement with their guns drawn and pointing towards a 
barricaded door on the floor of the House.
1/6/2021 2:51:43 PM -05:00
Washington Mayor Declares Curfew as Protesters Attack Capitol, Congress Locked Down 
WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The Mayor of Washington, DC Muriel Bowser declared a 
curfew from Wednesday night until early Thursday morning.
"Today, I'm ordering a city wide curfew for the District of Columbia from 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 6, until 6:00 a.m. on Thursday, January 7," Bowser said in a statement.
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Pro-Trump supporters broke into the capital building as Congress was put on lockdown. 
Lawmakers took shelter and Vice President Pence and other officials were evacuated amid the 
process to certify the presidential election results.
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US Lawmakers Objecting to Biden Victory Certification Violate Constitution - Lawyers Group

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Lawmakers who object to the ceremonial count of 
presidential electoral votes to formally certify former Vice President Joe Biden as president-elect 
are doing so in violation of the US Constitution, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) said 
in a letter to Congress on Wednesday.
“The political posturing by members of Congress in rejecting state-certified election results 
threatens the rule of law and the very foundation of democracy itself,” the ACLU letter said. 
“Members of Congress are oath-bound by the Constitution to uphold our system of 
self-government and reject this extraordinarily dangerous effort to destabilize the United States’ 
democratic system.”
The Constitution requires that the House and Senate meet in a joint session in January 
following a presidential election to count electoral votes that had been previously certified and 
submitted by individual states. Two members from each chamber perform the actual count, a 
largely ceremonial event in past elections.
More than a dozen Republican Senators plus colleagues in the House objected to the 
congressional vote count, backing President Donald Trump’s unproven claim that electoral fraud 
prevented his re-election. Biden bested Trump by a 306-232 margin, according to results 
submitted by states.
The ACLU called allegations of voter fraud “a trope used throughout our country’s history to 
target the voting rights and political power of racial minorities." The advocacy group noted that 
US courts had previously rejected more than 60 legal challenges to results of the November 3 
election.
As the process inside the Capitol unfolded, angry Trump supporters tore down multiple security 
fences before engaging in a battle with federal police in an attempt to storm the building, 
according to video images of the melee.
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US Senate, House Pause Election Verification as Protesters Breach Capitol Building

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The US Senate and House of Representatives 
temporarily halted the verification of the Electoral College votes on Wednesday afternoon after 
pro-Trump protesters breached the Capitol Hill building.
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Video footage from the scene aired by C-Span showed a massive group of protesters clashing 
with police and making their way inside the building. The Capitol police has placed the building 
on lockdown.
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Several Injured as Protesters Try to Enter US Capitol

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Several people were injured near the US Capitol on 
Wednesday as supporters of US President Donald Trump attempted to enter the building and 
were met with police firing tear gas, a Sputnik correspondent reported from the scene.
Several protesters are experiencing eye problems after police used tear gas on them. One law 
enforcement officer also felt sick after the exposure.
Pro-Trump supporters, who refuse to accept the President’s loss, broke through the cordon and 
attempted to enter the US Capitol as Congress gathered for a joint session to count and certify 
the Electoral College votes for president and vice president.
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Libya’s Rival Sides Implement Exchange of 35 War Prisoners - UN Mission

UNITED NATIONS, January 6 (Sputnik) - Libya’s warring sides on Wednesday exchanged 35 
prisoners under the supervision of the 5+5 Joint Military Commission, the UN Support Mission in 
Libya (UNSMIL) said in a statement.
"UNSMIL warmly welcomes the news today about an exchange of 35 detainees facilitated by 
the Joint Military Commission in the city of Shwairif, as part of confidence-building measures 
agreed upon in the ceasefire agreement,” the mission said via Twitter.
The exchange is the second official war prisoners exchange swap under the nationwide 
ceasefire which was signed in October in Geneva by the Government of National Accord (GNA) 
and the Libyan National Army (LNA). The ceasefire agreement also obliged all foreign fighters 
to withdraw from Libya within 90 days.
UNSMIL called on both parties to move forward on the implementation of the agreement and 
swiftly finalize the negotiations on the reopening of the road running along the Libyan 
Mediterranean coastline.
Libya has been split between two rival administrations since its longtime leader Muammar 
Gaddafi was overthrown and murdered back in 2011. The western part of the country is 
controlled by the GNA headed by Fayez al-Sarraj, while the eastern one by the LNA.
The 5+5 Joint Military Commission, which emerged from the Berlin peace conference on Libya, 
held its first round of talks in February 2020.
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Protesters Break Through Cordon Near US Capitol to Enter Building - Sputnik Correspondent

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Supporters of US President Donald Trump broke through 
the cordon near the US Capitol and attempted to enter the building as the Congress was 
meeting to certify President-elect Joe Biden's victory in the election, a Sputnik correspondent 
reported from the scene on Wednesday.
The protesters tried to enter the building but were met with police using tear gas to disperse 
them.
The US Congress earlier on Wednesday convened a joint session to certify Biden's victory in 
the November 3 election. Ahead of the session, Trump spoke to his supporters at rally near the 
White House and urged participants to march on the Capitol to "fight" the election results.
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\

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Police are evacuating congressional offices on 
Wednesday as pro-Trump demonstrators descend on Capitol Hill to protest the results of the 
2020 presidential election, US Congressman Ritchie Torres said in a statement on Wednesday. 
"My staff and I were ordered to evacuate the Cannon building," Torres said via Twitter.
A Sputnik correspondent on the scene reported that protesters have broke through the security 
cordon near the US Capitol after which the police deployed tear gas.
Video footage on social media shows clashes between pro-Trump protesters and police outside 
the Capitol.
Both legislative chambers - the House of Representatives and the Senate - convened 
Wednesday afternoon for a joint session to count and confirm Electoral College votes that were 
cast on December 14 and certified in 50 states and the District of Columbia.
At least 140 members of the House of Representatives and 12 members of the Senate have 
said they will object to the result and are demanding an independent commission to conduct a 
forensic audit in battleground US states where President Donald Trump and his supporters 
claim a massive election and voter fraud took place.
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Majority in US Expects Environment, Education to Improve Under Biden - Poll
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WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - A nearly two-thirds majority of Americans anticipate 
improvements in the environment and education during the Biden administration, a Gallup poll 
said on Wednesday
"The public is most likely to predict the next administration will make improvements to the 
environment (64%), education (63%) and conditions for minorities and the poor (60%), as well 
as increase respect for the U.S. abroad (60%),” a press release explaining the poll said.
At the same time, US adults are at least likely to say President-elect Joe Biden will be able to 
substantially reduce the federal budget deficit (28%) or avoid raising Americans' taxes (30%), 
the release said.
In Gallup polling during US presidential transitions dating back to 1988, majorities have 
consistently anticipated the incoming administration would improve the economy and education, 
the release added.
In the latest poll, a 53 percent said they expect Biden policies to strengthen the US economy, 
according to the release.
Americans have been more likely to have positive expectations for incoming Democratic than 
Republican presidents on the environment, conditions for minorities and the poor, and the 
health care system, the release said.
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Canada Will Not Extend Ban on UK Passenger Flights - Minister

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Canada will not extend its ban on passenger flights from 
the United Kingdom when it expires later in the evening, Transport Minister Marc Garneau said 
during a press briefing on Wednesday.
The ban was originally introduced on December 20 and extended on December 23 to prevent 
the spread of a new strand of COVID-19 that originated in the U K.
"The ban on UK flights, which was going until midnight tonight, will lapse - it will no longer be 
applicable," Garneau said.
Garner explained his decision saying that a newly introduced directive, which obliges 
passengers to present a negative COVI D-19 test result in order to board their flight, will mitigate 
the risk of new imported infections. The new directive comes into force on January 7.
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Police Use Non-Lethal Munitions to Disperse Pro-Trump Protesters - Sputnik Correspondent

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Police officers used non-lethal munitions near the US 
Capitol to disperse pro-Trump protesters in Washington, DC, a Sputnik correspondent reported 
from the scene on Wednesday.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01 /28/2021 3:48:52 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/28/2021 3:48:52 PM

Protesters were trying to approach Congress as lawmakers gathered for a joint session to count 
and certify the Electoral College votes for president and vice president.
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Police Evacuate US Congressional Offices as Pro-Trump Demonstrations Descend on Capitol

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Police are evacuating congressional offices on 
Wednesday as pro-Trump demonstrations descend on Capitol Hill to protest the results of the 
2020 presidential election, US Congressman Ritchie Torres said in a statement on Wednesday. 
"My staff and I were ordered to evacuate the Cannon building," Torres said via Twitter.
Video footage on social media shows clashes between pro-Trump protesters and police outside 
the Capitol building.
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US Justice Dept. Concludes SolarWinds Hackers Accessed 3% of Mailboxes - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The US Justice Department has concluded that the 
hackers behind the SolarWinds breach accessed about 3 percent of mailboxes, spokesman 
Marc Raimondi said in a statement on Wednesday.
"After learning of the malicious activity, the OCIO [Office of the Chief Information Officer] 
eliminated the identified method by which the actor was accessing the 0365 email 
environment," Raimondi said. "At this point, the number of potentially accessed 0365 mailboxes 
appears limited to around 3-percent and we have no indication that any classified systems were 
impacted."
In December, media reported that numerous US federal government entities and companies 
had been targeted in a massive cyberattack after they corrupted the SolarWinds software and 
blamed the hack on a foreign actor, while some instantly blamed Russia. Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov refuted claims that Russia was behind the cyberattack.
On Tuesday, the Office of Director of National Intelligence, National Security Agency and the 
FBI said in a joint statement that the cyber attack against SolarWinds is "likely Russian in 
origin," adding that intelligence gathering was the main purpose of the attack.
The attack against US companies and government institutions has become one of the biggest 
large-scale cybersecurity incidents in the past year. The hackers reportedly got access by 
compromising the Texas-based SolarWinds with a malware.
President Donald Trump has suggested that China rather than Russia may be responsible for 
the cyberattacks, adding that the scale of the cyberattacks had been exaggerated by the media 
and the situation was under control.
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US Justice Dept. Concludes SolarWinds Hackers Accessed 3% of Mailboxes - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The US Justice Department has concluded that the 
hackers behind the SolarWinds breach accessed about 3 percent of mailboxes, spokesman 
Marc Raimondi said in a statement on Wednesday.
"After learning of the malicious activity, the OCIO [Office of the Chief Information Officer] 
eliminated the identified method by which the actor was accessing the 0365 email 
environment," Raimondi said. "At this point, the number of potentially accessed 0365 mailboxes 
appears limited to around 3-percent and we have no indication that any classified systems were 
impacted."
In December, media reported that numerous US federal government entities and companies 
had been targeted in a massive cyberattack after they corrupted the SolarWinds software and 
blamed the hack on a foreign actor and some instantly blamed Russia. Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov refuted claims that Russia was behind the cyberattack.
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UK COVID Strain Not Showing Signs of Dominance Yet in the US - Top Pandemic Official

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The UK variant of the coronavirus is not showing any 
signs of dominating the spread of the infection in the United States yet, despite its 
fast-transmissible nature, US National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director 
Anthony Fauci said on Wednesday.
“There are two types of mutants [of the virus] that have occurred in the United Kingdom, and 
one is now really dominating the spread of infection there,” Fauci told a live-streamed briefing. 
“The Brits have looked at it carefully. We are now in the process of also examining it in the 
United States. But there have been individual reports in it doesn't dominate the scene in the 
United States.”
Four US states - New York, Georgia, California and Colorado have so far detected cases of the 
UK variant of the coronavirus strain known as the B.1.1.7.
The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said the UK coronavirus variant spreads 
more easily and quickly than other COVID strains.
More than 40 countries also have banned UK arrivals due to concerns about the new COVID 
variant, although the United States itself has not imposed such measures.
The United States has been the country hardest hit by the coronavirus since its global outbreak 
this year, with more than 21 million positive cases logged since January and nearly 360,000 
deaths related to the virus. After a respite in the summer to early fall period, infections have
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started surging again, pushing hospitalization up to daily record highs of above 100,000 since 
late November.
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Republicans Challenge Electoral College Results, Triggering 2-Hour Debate in Congress

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Republican lawmakers challenged on Wednesday results 
of the electoral votes in the US state of Arizona, triggering a 2-hour debate ahead of certifying 
Democrat Joseph Biden’s victory in the presidential election.
"We, a member of the House of Representatives and a US Senator, object to the counting of the 
electoral votes of the state of Arizona," lawmakers said in a statement during the joint meeting 
of the Congress.
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Two Police Officers Involved in Breonna Taylor's Death Fired From Department - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Two officers with the Louisville Metro Police Department 
have been terminated for their roles in the fatal shooting of African American Breonna Taylor 
last March while serving a search warrant, NBC News reported on Wednesday citing a letter 
from outgoing Louisville Metro Police Department Chief Yvette Gentry.
The report said Detectives Joshua Jaynes and Myles Cosgrove have been terminated from the 
police department for violating operating procedures when obtaining and serving the search 
warrant.
Another police officer involved in the incident, Brett Hankison, was previously fired for recklessly 
firing his gun into adjacent apartments.
Taylor, 26, was shot dead while with her boyfriend when police entered their home to execute a 
warrant.
A grand jury decided not to issue criminal indictments against the two police officers in the case, 
setting off protests in Taylor’s home city of Louisville as well as in other cities in the United 
States.
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Pence Says He Does Not have Authority to Determine Which Electoral Votes Count - Letter
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WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Mike Pence in a letter to Congress on 
Wednesday said he does not have the unilateral authority to decide which Electoral College 
votes should be counted, despite President Donald Trump's repeated calls on him to reject the 
results of states.
"It is my considered judgment that my oath to support and defend the Constitution constrains 
me from claiming unilateral authority to determine which electoral votes should be counted and 
which should not," Pence said in the letter.
Pence however said he would ensure that all concerns regarding the 2020 US election would be 
heard.
President Donald Trump in the last several days up to this morning has pressured Pence to take 
unilateral action to reject Electoral College votes from certain key battlegrounds so that they can 
be re-certified in his favor on the grounds that massive voter fraud took place that give Biden the 
win.
State officials, every US election security agency and the Justice Department have refuted 
Trump's allegations.
At least 140 members of the House of Representatives and 12 members of the Senate have 
said they will object to the result and are demanding an independent commission to conduct a 
forensic audit in battleground US states.
Both legislative chambers - the House of Representatives and the Senate - convened 
Wednesday afternoon for a joint session to count and confirm Electoral College votes that were 
cast on December 14 and certified in 50 states and DC. The tally to be presented to lawmakers 
supports Biden by 306 to 232, fully mirroring a November 3 popular endorsements pattern.
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US Congress Begins Process of Certifying Biden's Electoral College Victory

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The US Congress convened on Wednesday afternoon to 
begin the process to certify the Electoral College votes in the 2020 presidential election, the final 
hurdle to seal President-elect Joe Biden's win.
At least 140 members of the House of Representatives and 12 members of the Senate have 
said they will object to the result and are demanding an independent commission to conduct a 
forensic audit in battleground US states.
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Pence Says He Does Not have Authority to Determine Which Electoral Votes Count - Letter

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Mike Pence in a letter to Congress on 
Wednesday said he does not have the unilateral authority to decide which Electoral College
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votes should be counted, despite President Donald Trump's repeated calls on him to reject the 
results of states.
"It is my considered judgment that my oath to support and defend the Constitution constrains 
me from claiming unilateral authority to determine which electoral votes should be counted and 
which should not," Pence said in the letter.
Pence however said he would ensure that all concerns regarding the 2020 US election would be 
heard.
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Biden to Tap Former Supreme Court Nominee Merrick Garland for Attorney General - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - President-elect Joe Biden plans to nominate appellate 
court Judge Merrick Garland as US Attorney General, Politico reported on Wednesday citing 
two unnamed sources.
Biden selected Garland over former Senator Doug Jones and former Deputy US Attorney 
General Sally Yates, choosing to elevate the chief judge of the US Court of Appeals to run the 
Justice Department.
In 2016, President Barack Obama nominated Garland to serve on the US Supreme Court, but 
his nomination languished in the Republican-controlled Senate at the end of the former 
president's term.
In recent weeks, Garland has recused himself from cases involving the federal government, 
fueling speculation that he was a leading candidate for the US Attorney General position, the 
report said.
Garland would have to be confirmed by the Senate, which appears destined for a Democratic 
majority for the first time in six years as election officials in the state of Georgia continued 
counting votes from two runoff elections held on Tuesday.
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Pentagon Awards $1.28Bln Contract to Keep F-35 Aircraft - Lockheed Martin

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department’s F-35 Joint Program 
Office awarded a $1.28 billion contract to support operations and sustainment of the global fleet 
of 600 fifth-generation aircraft through June 30, 2021, the aircraft manufacturer Lockheed Martin 
said in a press release on Wednesday.
"The UCA [Undefinitized Contract Action] provides initial critical sustainment activities for a 

worldwide fleet while negotiations continue on a long-term contract to build enterprise capacity 
and affordability to support the future fleet of more than 3,000 F-35 aircraft," the release said.
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The contract will fund sustainment efforts supporting operations worldwide, individual bases,
depot maintenance, pilot and maintainer training and sustainment engineering across the globe. 
The contract also covers F-35 fleet-wide data analytics and supply chain management for part 
repair and replenishment to enhance overall supply availability, the release said.
Lockheed Martin’s other defense contractors currently service about 600 aircraft manufactured 

so far for the US military and allies that are positioned at 26 bases worldwide, the release 
added.
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Biden Pledges Additional COVID-19 Relief With Democrats Poised to Gain Control of Senate

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US President-elect Joe Biden, used a congratulatory 
message on Wednesday lauding an apparent takeover of the US Senate by Democrats to 
promise Americans additional COVI D-19 relief in addition to a just approved $900 billion 
package.
"The bipartisan COVID-19 relief bill passed in December was just a down payment. We need 
urgent action on what comes next, because the COVID-19 crisis hits red [Republican] states 
and blue [Democratic] states alike," Biden said in a statement.
While Biden has made similar pledges in the past, apparent victories by Democratic candidates 
in two runoff elections in the state of Georgia on Tuesday - if verified - could give Biden the 
means to enact more COVI D-19 relief over objections by Republicans.
Biden also used the message to reiterate his Democratic party’s agenda on other issues such 
as economic reform, climate change, racial justice and voting rights.
While Biden can likely count on traction to enact proposals with a Democratic majority in 
Congress, he also offered an olive branch to Republicans.
"I’m also just as determined today as I was yesterday to try to work with people in both parties - 
at the federal, state and local levels - to get big things done for our nation," Biden said.
Victories in both Senate races would tie the Senate with 50 seats for both Democrats and 
Republicans, with the tie-breaking vote held by Vice-President elect Kama la Harris giving 
Democrats control of the chamber.
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Trump at Rally in Washington Says 'We WII Never Concede’

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump assured his supporters on 
Wednesday that he will never concede.
"We will never give up, we will never concede," Trump said during the rally near the White 
House in Washington, DC.
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Trump also called on Vice President Mike Pence to send electoral votes back to the states to 
re-certify.
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Republican Pollster Blames Trump Vote Fraud Meme for Party’s Loss of Senate Majority

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - American voters need to hold President Donald Trump 
responsible for Republican losses in two Senate races in special elections this week and a likely 
Democratic takeover of the upper house of Congress, Republican pollster Frank Luntz said in 
an interview.
"We have to hold Donald Trump accountable," Luntz told CNBC on Wednesday.
Luntz pointed to Trump’s performance at a final rally in the state of Georgia, in which the 

president focused more on his campaign to overturn results of the November 3 presidential 
election with allegations of voter fraud than on two incumbent Republican Senators who 
appeared headed to defeat by Democratic challengers.
"At some point you have to look the American people straight in the eye and acknowledge 
reality," Luntz said. "You have to tell the truth whether you like it or not and the idea that Donald 
Trump has raised somewhere in the neighborhood of $60 million and he spent less than a 
million of it on challenging these [presidential election] results. Where’s the other $59 million 
going."
US media outlets have called one of Georgia’s two elections for Democratic candidate Raphael 

Warnock over incumbent Senator Kelly Loeffler, while Democratic candidate Jon Ossoff led 
incumbent Senator David Perdue with more than 98 percent of votes counted. Wins by both 
Democrats would flip the Senate after six years of Republican control.
At the same time, Luntz warned of a rematch between the two US political parties in midterm 
elections two years from now, in which voters will deliver a verdict on a government in which 
Democrats control the presidency and both houses of Congress.
"If [President-elect] Joe Biden and the Democrats use this as an excuse to raise taxes, to hurt 
business, they’re going to be punished in two years," Luntz said.
The Democratic Party must contend with its own radical wing that proposes to nationalize 
healthcare, expand US access political asylum seekers and raise taxes, especially on wealthy 
Americans - policies representing a radical shift from pro-business initiatives by the outgoing 
administration that helped push unemployment to record lows and revive a moribund economy. 
In addition, Democrats must contend with the coronavirus pandemic that lately appears out of 

control and a resulting slowdown in the nation’s economy.
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Tens of Thousands Gather for Pro-Trump Rally in Washington - Sputnik Correspondent
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WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Tens of thousands of US President Donald Trump's 
supporters have gathered in Washington, DC in what they say is a show of support for election 
integrity in the United States, a Sputnik correspondent reported form the scene on Wednesday, 
People from across the United States have gathered near the White House to express their 
support for the US president who is scheduled to address the rally at 11:00 a.m. (16:00 GMT). 
The rally remains peaceful, while US media reported a big police presence in the area.
The US Congress is due to certify President-elect Joe Biden’s victory in the November 3 
election later in the day). Trump and the rally's participants are calling on Congress not to 
consider what they call are illegal electors from five US states.
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At Least 6 Officers Injured During Pro-Trump Protests in Washington - Police

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - At least six officers were injured as pro-Trump protesters 
clashed with police overnight in the US capital, Washington, a DC Metropolitan Police (MPD) 
spokesperson told Sputnik on Wednesday.
"Overnight, MPD had 6 members with reported injuries in connection with the demonstrations," 
the spokesperson said.
Meanwhile police have arrested 10 people in protest-related incidents since Tuesday afternoon, 
MPD said in a morning police report.
The US Congress is due to certify President-elect Joe Biden's victory in the November election 
later in the day. Trump supporters have been flocking to Washington from all across the country 
since the weekend to attend a rally where the incumbent president is scheduled to speak at 11 
a.m, ET (16.00 GMT) and call for overturning the election results.
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US Senator Schumer Pledges ‘Brand New Day’ With Democrats Poised to Control Chamber

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US Democrats will deliver "bold change" when they take 
over the Senate in the incoming Congress, Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer said in a 
statement on Wednesday proclaiming victory in twin runoff elections in the state of Georgia.
“It feels like a brand new day. For the first time in six years, Democrats will operate a majority in 
the United States Senate," Schumer said. “America is experiencing one of the greatest crises 
we have ever faced and the Senate Democratic Majority is committed to delivering the bold 
change and help Americans need and demand.”
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US media outlets have projected that Democrat Raphael Warnock will win over incumbent 
Senator Kelly Loeffler in one race, while Democrat Jon Ossoff holds a slim lead of more than 
16,000 votes over Senator David Perdue with 98 percent of the votes counted, according to a 
tally by the Associated Press.
The US faces multiple crises, including the coronavirus pandemic, an explosion of racial 
tensions, and a campaign by supporters of President Donald Trump to negate his loss to 
President-elect Joe Biden - a long-shot effort that will nevertheless dominate Congress later in 
on Wednesday as Republicans formally challenge results of the November 3 presidential 
election.
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US Democratic Candidate Ossoff Declares Victory in State of Georgia's Senate Runoff

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Democratic Senate Candidate Jon Ossoff on Wednesday 
declared victory in his runoff election for one of two open Senate seats - twin contests that will 
determine which party gains control of the upper chamber of Congress.
"Good morning, it is with humility that I thank the people of Georgia to serve you in the United 
States Senate. Thank you for the confidence and trust that you have placed in me," Ossoff said 
in a video message on YouTube.
Major US media outlets have not yet declared a victor in the contest between Ossoff and 
incumbent Republican Senator David Perdue, with the race remaining too close to call.
With 98 percent of votes tallied, Ossoff led by 16,370 votes, a 50.2- to 49.8-percent margin, 
according to the latest tally by the Associated Press.
The AP earlier declared Democrat Raphael Warnock the winner over incumbent Senator Kelly 
Loeffler in the state's other race.
Both victories, if validated, will give the Democrats control of the US Senate with a 50-50 split in 
seats between the two political parties and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris will hold the 
tie-breaking 101 st vote in her position as Senate president.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Democratic Candidate Ossoff Declares Victory in State of Georgia's Senate Runoff

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - Democratic Senate Candidate Jon Ossoff on Wednesday 
declared victory in his runoff election for one of two open Senate seats - twin contests that will 
determine which party gains control of the upper chamber of Congress.
"Good morning, it is with humility that I thank the people of Georgia to serve you in the United 
States Senate. Thank you for the confidence and trust that you have placed in me," Ossoff said 
in a video message on YouTube.
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Major US media outlets have not yet declared a victor in the contest between Ossoff and 
Republican candidate David Perdue, with the race remaining too close to call.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

RPT: YEAR IN REVIEW - US-Russian Arms Control Talks Die Amid Escalating Threats

WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - The year 2020 saw President Donald Trump and his 
administration destroy some of the final vestiges of an international arms control regime that 
took a half century to build, while leaving his successor just over two week to salvage the sole 
remaining US-Russian nuclear pact.
In January, the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists moved the Doomsday Clock to 100 seconds before 
midnight, citing the unraveling of international arms control agreements in favor of narrow 
domestic political interests. The announcement came six months after the US exited the 1987 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty.
In May of 2020, the US unburdened itself from another arms control accord - the Open Skies 
Treaty - a mutual aerial reconnaissance agreement. This left the New Strategic Arms Reduction 
Treaty (New START), which expires on February 5, 2021, as the only arms control agreement 
between the US and Russia. Moreover, it also represents the only mechanism remaining that 
limits the two superpowers’ nuclear arsenals.
Since the day Trump took office his administration sought to remove any constraints on US 
military power and America’s ability to develop weapons - including missiles of all types and 

ranges.
Former Canadian diplomat Patrick Armstrong, who once served as Political Counselor at 
Ottawa’s embassy in Moscow, succinctly echoed the atomic scientists concerns over the 
short-sightedness of Washington’s decisions.
"The Trump Administration seems to be determined to kill off every remaining Cold War arms 
control treaty," Armstrong told Sputnik after the US left the Open Skies Treaty. "More of 
Washington's short-term gain for long-term pain."
NEW END NEARS
The New START treaty was signed by President Barack Obama and Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev in Prague in 2010, before entering into force in 2011. The pact, which can be 
extended for another five years, limits each country’s strategic nuclear arsenals to 1,550 
deployed warheads and 700 deployed missiles and heavy bombers. New START superseded 
the 2002 Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT), also known as the Moscow Treaty, 
which capped warheads at 2,200. It also follows the 1991 START 1 treaty, which limited the 
superpowers to 6,000 warheads each.
Russia wants to renew New START for five years with no changes and is interested in having 
the United Kingdom and France become part of the discussions because they possess nuclear 
stockpiles comparable to that of China. The United States, for its part, has said it would consider 
a one-year extension if Russia caps the buildup of its nuclear arsenal, which was not covered by 
the original New START.
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US President-elect Joe Biden, who will take over the White House on January 20, was vice 
president when the Obama administration concluded New START a decade ago. Moreover, 
Biden has expressed a willingness to extend the treaty. Russian President Vladimir Putin is 
already looking for signals regarding the treaty’s future from the incoming Biden administration. 
"If nothing happens this treaty will stop existing in February 2021... I said we were ready for 
more talks," Putin said during his annual press conference on December 17. "I know that the 
newly elected president, Biden, said... they wanted to preserve this fundamental treaty. We are 
ready for this but we need to see some reaction from our American partners."
After what happened in 2019, several world leaders, international organizations - along with US 
lawmakers - expressed fears that the Trump administration would exit New START or simply 
allow it to die.
In January, UN Under-Secretary-General Izumi Nakamitsu called on the United States and 
Russia to extend New START for as long as possible, in the current form, a message 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres underscored later in the year. Even NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg stressed the importance of saving the treaty.
In August, the head of the US House Armed Services Committee and the Ranking Member of 
the Senate Foreign Relations committee warned of the costs and risks of not renewing the pact. 
"Extending the New START Treaty for a full five years is clearly the right financial and national 
security choice. America cannot afford a costly and dangerous nuclear arms race, particularly in 
the middle of our current financial, political, and health crises," US Senator Bob Menendez and 
Congressman Adam Schiff said in a joint statement.
In terms of financial impact, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) projected that if the US 
reverted to START I limits (6,000 warheads), for example, the Pentagon would incur up to $439 
billion in additional onetime acquisition costs and $28 billion in additional annual operation and 
sustainment costs.
FALSE STARTS: TALKS ON ROAD TO NOWHERE
The Trump administration made some overtures about jumpstarting talks, although most of it 
appeared to be lip service, leaving many to wonder if they were ever serious. The US also 
complicated issues by aggressively - yet futilely - pushing the concept that China should join an 
agreement - something Beijing repeatedly rejected. Moreover, it hardly seemed possible to craft 
and reach some new complicated arrangement, trilateral or otherwise, before New START 
expired.
Trump, despite little progress in the first half of the year, continued to express optimism that a 
deal could be reached, including during a call with his Russian counterpart ahead of 
mid-summer meetings between negotiating teams.
"President Trump reiterated his hope of avoiding an expensive three-way arms race between 
China, Russia and the United States, and looked forward to progress on upcoming arms control 
negotiations in Vienna," White House spokesman Judd Deere said in a statement after the US 
president’s call with Putin on July 23.
The US and Russia had a number of "talks about talks," but the negotiations process never took 
off, although a glimmer of hope came in June, when Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey 
Ryabkov and US Special Representative for Arms Control Marshall Billingslea during a meeting 
in Austria launched a process to purportedly rescue New START. This was followed by a 
meeting of US and Russian delegations in Vienna from July 27-30 in the framework of a
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bilateral strategic dialogue. Expert working groups discussed a range of issues from verification 
to space security.
However, no substantial progress was made towards closing the gap between both parties with 
respect to renewing New START. After another round of talks in Vienna in August, Ryabkov 
said the US team avoided answering the question as to whether they are ready to extend the 
treaty.
In September, a State Department official told Sputnik it wanted a trilateral agreement that 
boosted verification.
"Russia should commit to a framework that would lead to a new agreement on all nuclear 
warheads, improve verification under the current treaty on strategic systems, and set the stage 
for a comprehensive, verifiable treaty on the nuclear arsenals of the United States, Russia, and 
China," the spokesperson said on September 21.
Ryabkov, on the same day, said Russia considers it inconceivable to strengthen the control and 
verification measures in New START.
After talks in Helsinki in October, Ryabkov shot down reports that the two sides were close to 
reaching a deal to freeze nuclear arsenals. The October 5 talks with Billingslea, he added, 
"demonstrated that huge differences remain."
The year ended with a series of threats and allegations, including Washington saying it was 
ready to deploy weapons banned under New START. In November, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov pointed out that Russia would survive.
"If the United States breaks the last remaining... treaty on strategic arms reduction, it will be 
their decision, which we see in a negative light, of course. But we do not see it as a tragedy," 
Lavrov told reporters, adding that Russia had "everything necessary to ensure its security."
On December 8, Billingslea accused Moscow of building up an arsenal "of thousands of nuclear 
warheads that are completely unconstrained by the New START treaty." Two days later,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov told the Council on Foreign and Defense Policy that 
Billingslea had ignored all Moscow's own constructive proposals and instead was advancing 
aggressive policies against both Russia and China.
In the end, the biggest boost to arms control talks and prospects to salvaging New START may 
have come on December 14, when the US Electoral College officially confirmed that Trump had 
lost the November 3 election.
OPEN SKIES CLOSED
The two superpowers have also sparred over other arms control pacts, including the 1992 Open 
Skies Treaty the US left in May, citing Russian violations. Moscow has denied breaking the 
terms of the pact that aims to build trust among 34 states by allowing mutual aerial 
reconnaissance flights over each participating country's territory.
The US first informed Moscow that it would stay in the treaty if Russia would return to 
compliance. The Russian Foreign Ministry said that Moscow would work with the United States 
only on a mutual basis and would not accept any ultimatums.
Professor Edward Lozansky, director of Russia House in Washington and president of the 
American University in Moscow, said the US could have taken steps to resolve the situation 
before exiting the deal.
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"If Moscow, as the United States claims, has violated this agreement, for example, by imposing 
restrictions on its flights near Kaliningrad or any other provisions of this treaty the way to resolve 
this problem is to call for negotiation," Lozansky said.
Despite the US move, Konstantin Kosachev, chairman of the Russian Federation Council's 
foreign affairs committee, told Sputnik the treaty would stay in force if all NATO countries 
guaranteed that they would not send data they obtained to third parties, particularly to the 
United States.
THREATS IN A POST-INF WORLD
The Pentagon did not wait long in the post-INF era to begin making and testing weapons 
previously banned under the treaty, which had prohibited the US and Russia from developing or 
fielding nuclear and conventional ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges of 
500 to 5,500 kilometers (310 to 3,417 miles). The United States has also signaled that it will 
deploy such weapons to both Europe and the Asia-Pacific region.
Russia, for its part, said it has not tested and does not have intermediate- and shorter-range 
missiles in service, although it was in the advanced stages of preparing an adequate response. 
US officials continued to boast about fast-tracking the development and deployment of such 
weapons in 2020. US Deputy Defense Secretary David Norquist at a press conference in 
September said that now that the US is out of the INF Treaty, the Pentagon is making "rapid 
progress" to field ground-launched missiles.
In October, Putin reaffirmed Russia’s commitment to a moratorium on deployment of 
intermediate- and short-range missiles in Europe as long as there are no US missiles. However, 
NATO and Washington rejected Russia’s proposals. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey 
Ryabkov told Sputnik that ignoring Putin's ideas show an irresponsible approach to European 
security.
"This is a reflection of the Russian Federation leadership's policy of looking for a way to stabilize 
the military and political situation in Europe, in terms of preventing the emergence of new 
missile crises there," Ryabkov explained after Putin unveiled his proposals.
Russian Ambassador to the United States Anatoly Antonov warned Washington that Moscow 
will respond if the United States deploys intermediate and shorter-range ground-based missiles 
in Europe or the Asia-Pacific.
"Pentagon is rapidly developing systems previously prohibited under the [INF] Treaty and has 
already conducted two tests of such systems. Washington intends to deploy them in 
Asia-Pacific and Europe. The implementation of such plans in the Far East will pose a direct 
threat to Russia’s national security and nuclear deterrence capability. We will be forced to 
react," the ambassador said during a panel discussion at the Center for Nonproliferation Studies 
on October 26.
However, Antonov added, Russia is ready to search for ways to maintain stability and prevent 
missile crises "in a world without the INF Treaty" as it applies to the Asia-Pacific.
"The Russian leader has suggested considering specific options for adopting mutual verification 
measures in order to address existing concerns. In particular, these are the verification 
measures with regard to the Aegis Ashore complexes with Mk-41 launchers that are deployed at 
US and NATO bases in Europe, as well as 9M729 missiles in the Kaliningrad region," Antonov 
said.
MILITARIZING SPACE
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Trump, in the run up to the 2020 election, felt the US Space Force (USSF) that was instituted at 
the end of last year was a key issue he could exploit.
"SPACE FORCE. VOTE!" Trump tweeted from the hospital while being treated for covid a 
month before the November 3 election.
On December 18, Vice President Mike Pence announced that the 4,000 personnel in the US 
Space Force will be called "Guardians." Trump, he added, in establishing the force was focused 
on renewing US leadership in human space exploration and "ensuring that America remained 
as dominant in space as we are in land and air and sea."
Pence also said that space is a "war-fighting domain," before alleging that China and Russia are 
aggressively seeking ways to cut into US dominance.
The US Space Force was allocated about $15 billion in the 2021 defense budget, down from 
$40 billion in 2020, which includes funding for research and development, operations, and 
procurement.
In October, Russia, alarmed by the US bid to militarize the domain, submitted two draft 
resolutions on no first placement of weapons in space for consideration by the UN General 
Assembly First Committee dealing with disarmament and international security matters. 
Washington near the end of the year slammed Russia for testing a missile allegedly intended to 
target satellites in orbit.
"Russia conducted an anti-satellite missile test. #Russia continues to weaponize #space. 
@US_SpaceCom stands ready to protect/defend US/allied interests from aggression in the 
space domain," the command said in a tweet.
Responding to a similar statement in April, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said that the Pentagon seeks to justify its own anti-satellite missile development by 
directing such accusations at Moscow.
Both the US and Russia are parties to the Outer Space Treaty, along with China, India, the UK 
and over 100 other nations, prohibiting the militarization of space. The treaty does not prohibit 
countries from developing technology to shoot down their own defunct satellites, with US, 
Russia, China and India having demonstrated the capability to do so.
FRESH START: BEYOND NUCLEAR ARMS CONTROL?
Successful collaboration on extending New START could provide Moscow and the Biden 
administration with an opportunity to address other pressing issues. In fact, challenging the 
prevailing orthodox wisdom, Carnegie Center Moscow expert Alexander Gabuev, citing 
unnamed Kremlin officials, said many within the Russian government look forward to working 
with a president who knows how to organize a "normal" process for national security 
discussions.
In addition to retaining the pillars of the arms control regime, he added, the incoming Biden 
administration might also be open to discussing rules around competition in cyberspace.
Overall, outside of US disengagement and keeping the Wastern alliance in disarray, Trump’s 
re-election presents more threats than opportunities.
"After US-Russian relations nearly hit rock bottom on Trump’s watch, nobody in Russia believes 
that four more years of Trump could be good for Moscow," Gabuev wrote in a November 3 
Foreign Policy piece. "Schadenfreude over the gradual demise of Pax Americana would simply 
sugarcoat the risks and downsides of Trump remaining in the White House."
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Brookings Institution scholar Michael O’Hanlon told Sputnik that Biden would be in lockstop with 
Russia on keeping the Iran nuclear agreement intact. Moreover, he boldly suggested 
cooperation could extend beyond arms control, such as working on diplomatic deals to resolving 
the conflicts in Syria and Libya. Albeit, the think tank scholar indicated that a meeting of the 
minds on some issues would be akin to landing an aircraft on a celestial body.
"Ideally, too, we’d actually try to solve the Ukraine problem with a negotiated settlement on the 
Donbas and a lifting of sanctions on Russia. But that seems like a moonshot at present," 
O’Hanlon soberly concluded.
1/6/2021 1:00:00 AM -05:00
RPT: PREVIEW- US Congress to Certify Biden’s Win Amid Pro-Trump Protests 
WASHINGTON, January 6 (Sputnik) - US legislators will meet on Wednesday to certify Joe 
Biden’s win in a presidential race with President Donald Trump’s supporters expected to mount 
vociferous, perhaps even violent, opposition both inside and outside the Capitol building, 
demonstrations that will hardly be sufficient to change the outcome of the election.
Hundreds of National Guard troopers were activated to assist regular police units in maintaining 
order in Washington, DC, where the incumbent’s fans will stage a rally in defense of Trump’s 
claims that he was deprived of a victory through an elaborate voting scheme in several swing 
states.
The Congress certification is viewed as the final and under normal circumstances a purely 
procedural step of determining the next US President, preceding the Inauguration Day on 
January 20.
Both legislative chambers - the House of Representatives and the Senate - will convene at 1.00 
p.m. EST (6:00 p.m. GMT) for a joint session to count and confirm Electoral College votes that 
were cast on December 14 and certified in 50 states and DC. The tally to be presented to 
lawmakers supports Biden by 306 to 232, fully mirroring a November 3 popular endorsements 
pattern.
The rules require US Vice President Mike Pence, who will be presiding over the joint session, to 
unseal states' certificates in alphabetical order and pass them to four "tellers” - a Democrat and 
a Republican from each chamber of the Congress - for reviewing and pronouncing the contents. 
The procedure may be interrupted by an objection that has to be initiated by at least one 
Senator and member of the House. If it’s the case, chambers split up and have up to two hours 
to debate each motion and vote on it before converging for a continued count. For an objection 
to matter, it needs a bicameral approval, an improbable outcome with the Democratic-led House 
of Representatives and many Republicans weary of Trump’s unsuccessful efforts to overturn 
the defeat.
Yet, all hiccups may delay the certification until Thursday.
A dozen of Senators, a clear minority in the chamber, said they will oppose the certification 
unless a commission is established to perform an "emergency 10-day audit" of the election 
returns in states they view as “disputed." Conspicuously absent among the group is Mitch 
McConnell, the Senate Republican leader, who has recognized Biden as President-elect.
Trump has repeatedly entertained the possibility of Pence stepping in to block the certification. 
He tweeted on Tuesday that the Vice President has the power “to reject fraudulently chosen 
electors.” Pence, however, made no indication that he is willing to stretch a largely ceremonial
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interpretation of his role likened by some in the media to that of a presenter at the Oscar awards 
event.
As thousands of his supporters are expected to take to the streets in Washington, DC, starting 
on Tuesday, Trump predicted that the gathering will be “wild” and promised to address it outside 
the White House. Wary of violence that marred two previous pro-Trump rallies, the capital 
requested an assistance from the National Guard. About 340 personnel will be activated to 
assist police with controlling crowds at metro stations and enforcing street closures, the National 
Guard said in a release.
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