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Is Dogecoin Next? Robinhood Blocks Skyrocketing Cryptocurrency Championed by Online
Traders
by Morgan Artvukhina
While there are many superficial similarities between the GameStop and Dogecoin online
investment frenzies, Wall Street stocks and cryptocurrencies are valued using very different
systems.
The cryptocurrency Dogecoin is experiencing an unparalleled rise in value amid a push by
online investors trying to rally purchases. In response, the trading app Robinhood halted instant
deposits for crypto purchases; however, the comparisons with the GameStop affair end there.
Dogecoin was begun as a joke in 2013, based on then-popular internet memes about Shiba Inu
dogs dubbed “doge.” However, the cryptocurrency amassed a sort of cult following over the
years. On Wednesday, Dogecoin’s value began to rise quickly, climbing more than tenfold by
Thursday night from $0,007 per coin to $0.78 per coin before declining again.
As CNBC reported, the explosion in value was driven by a subreddit called SatoshiStreetBets,
named after Satoshi, the mythical founder of bitcoin. Bitcoin has also seen its value spike in
recent days amid a flurry of buying.
The spike began amid another buying storm cooked up by amateur investors on a Reddit
message board site; small-time investors on the WallStreetBets subreddit bought large numbers
of GameStop and other stocks that Wall Street investors had taken out substantial short
positions on, betting the stocks would soon decline in value. As brokerage firms and trading
apps began moving to control the unexpected development, the influx of traders - some of them
big ticket investors now - began branching out into other low-priced investments with the
potential to rise, such as cryptocurrencies.
“Due to extraordinary market conditions, we’ve temporarily turned off Instant buying power for
crypto,” a Robinhood spokesperson told CNBC on Friday. “Customers can still use settled funds
to buy crypto. We’ll keep monitoring market conditions and communicating with our customers.”
The no-fee trading app on Thursday aroused widespread anger after a similar move targeting
GameStop and several other stocks favored by investors communicating primarily on
WallStreetBets. Some users brought a class-action lawsuit against the company, claiming that it
is in violation of the terms of its own contract by restricting trading.
Billionaire industrialist Elon Musk played a part in fanning the flames of both increases, tweeting
a doge meme on Thursday that called for even further attention to Dogecoin, which he
described as his “fav crvptocurrencv.”
Is a Pump-and-Dump Scheme Afoot?
The similarities between Dogecoin’s and GameStop’s situations end there. While GameStop’s
value has continued to rise as short-sellers rush to patch up their impending losses, Dogecoin is
not subject to that kind of pressure; its value is simply going up.
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According to Brave New Coin, this cryptocurrency rise is a classic “pump and dump” scheme.
“The way an equity market pump and dump scheme works is that a small group of investors
select and purchase shares in a company with a low market capitalization, thereby causing an
initial jump in price,” the cryptocurrency news site notes.
“Next, call center operations - more commonly known as boiler rooms - call potential private
investors with the aim of convincing them to purchase the stock by providing false information
claiming the stock is about to experience substantial gains. Once enough investors have been
misled into purchasing the stock and its price has risen by enough, the initial group of investors
will sell their holdings to take profit, before the price collapses and all following investors make
heavy losses,” it continues.
The site notes that the best indicator that a cryptocurrency is experiencing this is when “an
unknown coin suddenly rises substantially without a real reason to do so.” The site notes that
the US Commodity Futures Trading Commission offers substantial rewards for whistleblowing
about pump-and-dump schemes.
Joshua Frank, co-founder and CEO of crypto research firm The Tie, told Cointelearaph on
Friday that “Everyone universally agrees that no one is investing in ‘fundamentals’ of Dogecoin.”
He noted that its rise and fall in value seems mostly tied to its popularity on social media “when
the doge meme gets hot again.”
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Videos: Huge Mudslide Washes Out Cliffside Highway in California’s Big Sur
by Morgan Artvukhina
California has long been plagued by droughts that have helped drive catastrophic wildfires, but
a recent shift in weather patterns has brought new moisture to the state in the form of an
“atmospheric river” air current.
A huge mudslide has washed out the roadway on California’s scenic Highway 1, which rises
high above the Pacific coastline, amid torrential rains.
Drone footage taken by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and local news
media shows a slurry of mud, trees and shrubs washed across the hillside above the highway,
and then a huge hole in the road several dozen feet across where the cliff below it gave way
under the mudslide’s pressure.
According to the San Francisco Bay Chronicle, the washout is about 20 miles south of Big Sur
in the town of Rat Creek close to the San Luis Obispo county line.
Caltrans spokesperson Jim Shivers told the paper the incident was called a slip out: "It's where
we lose a part of the highway and now we're facing a project to clean and repair that stretch.
This is the only location we're aware of where this happened in the storm. Our maintenance
team is patrolling the highway now to look for other damage."
Caltrans could not immediately assess how long it would take to repair the damage.
The region has been doused with heavy rains in recent days, thanks to a dramatic shift in
weather patterns, with some sites in the nearby Santa Lucia Mountains registering between 15
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and 17 inches of rain in the downpour, according to the San Luis Obispo Tribune. Called an
"atmospheric river." the offshore air current has channeled moisture in the Pacific coastal region
that is soon expected to cause snowstorms across the continent.
Being perched high atop a precipice, Highway 1 is prone to washouts, rockslides, and other
mishaps. One section of road was closed for more than a year after a massive crash dubbed
“the mother of all landslides” took out most of a mountainside in 2017.
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The Big Short-Squeeze: US Hedge Funds Lose $70 Billion in January Betting Stocks Will Fall
by Morgan Artvukhina
GameStop's stock has jumped nearly 400% in the last business week, with a 70% gain on
Friday alone, despite numerous attempts by brokerage firms to limit traders' ability to buy stock
in the struggling video game vendor. Paradoxically, this has caused several institutional
investors to lose billions for betting against its success.
The battle between small-time online stock traders and professional Wall Street investors has
taken its toll on institutional investors, with hedge funds registering an estimated $70.87 billion in
loss in the past month alone, thanks to a short squeeze, according to financial data analytics
firm Ortex. with $19 billion of that just on shorted GameStop stocks.
Short sellers make their money by borrowing stocks and trading them away, gambling their
value will decline before they repay the loan. By buying the stocks back at a lower price, traders
get to pocket the difference. However, if they guess wrong, their potential for loss is theoretically
infinite.
That’s what’s happened with a number of commonly short-sold stocks over the last few weeks,
including American Airlines, AMC Theaters, Bed, Bath & Beyond, and GameStop, which
amateur investors coordinating on the WallStreetBets subreddit banded together to buy the
stocks of and hold, driving up their value. For small-time investors, the ballooning stock prices
have become life-changing windfalls that have enabled them to afford expensive medical
procedures and escape debt while simultaneously thumbing their nose at institutional investor
giants that sought to gain through the failure of the stock.
According to Ortex. the number of GameStop shares being shorted had fallen on Thursday to
39,000. In the month of January alone the losses on short positions on GameStop’s stock
reached $19 billion, with $8 billion lost just on Friday as the brick-and-mortar video game store’s
stock surged again, finishing at $328.24. It began the week at $96.80 and began the month at
just $18.84.
Those losses are theoretical, as few of the debts have so far been realized. However,
professional investors are said to be furious about being the giant in this David and Goliath
situation.
Leon Cooperman, chairman and CEO of the New York-based hedge fund Omega Advisors, put
the issue in no uncertain terms on Thursday, telling CNBC’s Scott Wapner that "The reason the
market is doing what it's doing is people are sitting at home getting their checks from the
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government, basically trading for no commissions and no interest rates ... This ‘fair share’ is a
bullshit concept. It is just a way of attacking wealthy people and I think it’s inappropriate.”
Cooperman is said to be worth $3.2 billion as of July 2020, according to Forbes.
Massachusetts Secretary of the Commonwealth William Galvin told CNBC on Wednesday there
should be a 30-day pause on trading GameStop stock because it “undermines the system.” He
said the volume of short positions taken on GameStop by institutional investors creates
structural risk and “has to be addressed immediately” because it “creates uncertainty in the
marketplace.”
After a tweet by his Citron Research analytics page that attempted to drive prices down won the
disdain of the independent trading community, Andrew Left, one of the short sellers that lost big
on GameStop, announced on Friday that he would no longer publish “short reports” and would
instead “focus on giving long side multibagger opportunities for individual investors.”
Left claimed that he closed out of his position on GameStop on Wednesday evening, stating
that he had accounted for nearly all of his losses. However, another hedge fund, Melvin Capital,
lost some $3.75 billion before claiming that it too had closed out on Wednesday, according to
the Financial Times.
Someone familiar with the finances of Point72, a hedge fund run by New York Mets owner
Steve Cohen, told the New York Times on Friday that the firm had lost 15% of its value this year
- an estimated $2.85 billion of its $19 billion value. D1 Capital Partners, a $20 billion hedge fund
owned by investor Dan Sundheim that, according to Bloomberg, was one of the best performing
hedge funds last year, lost 20% of its value in January alone.
Professional investors, however, found an unexpected ally on Friday in Massachusetts
Democratic Senate Elizabeth Warren after she called on the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) to investigate independent trading done by participants in the
WallStreetBets subreddit, as well as into the massive short selling of GameStop stock.
“The Commission must review recent market activity affecting GameStop and other companies,
and act to ensure that markets reflect real value, rather than the highly leveraged bets of
wealthy traders or those who seek to inflict financial damage on those traders," Warren wrote in
a letter to the SEC. "To protect and restore public trust in sound securities regulation and
enforcement, the Commission must identify gaps in existing securities laws and rules and ways
in which the Commission can improve its enforcement capabilities."
In the aftermath of the 2008 financial crash, widely blamed on hedge funds for adding too much
risk to the banking system, Warren spearheaded the passage of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act and the creation of the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau to monitor their investment practices.
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Robinhood Posts Ad for Washington Lobbyist as Regulation Looms Due to Stock Blocking
by Morgan Artvukhina
Short sellers on Wall Street have lost billions in recent days after betting against the future of
several struggling firms that got unexpected wind in their sails from a group of online amateur
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stock traders. However, after brokerage firms cried foul and moved against the small-time
traders, lawmakers cried manipulation and pledged to investigate.
Amid increasing scrutiny for its business practices, online stock trading app Robinhood is
looking for someone to defend its interests in Washington, posting an ad for a Federal Affairs
Manager on Friday morning.
“Robinhood is looking to hire a senior professional to join our team as Manager, Federal
Affairs,” Robinhood wrote in a Friday job listing oostedon Daybook.
“This role will focus on federal advocacy and government affairs related to legislative and
regulatory matters, and will report to our Deputy General Counsel of Litigation, Regulatory
Enforcement & Investigations, and Government & Regulatory Affairs,” the listing notes, adding
that the person will have to “drive advocacy and engagement with Congress, regulatory
agencies, and other stakeholders.”
The listing comes as Robinhood, a no-fee stock trading app that bill itself as “democratizing
finance for all,” faces a slew of criticism that includes a class-action lawsuit for having blocked
users from buying from certain booming stocks and even in some cases forcibly closing out
traders’ positions on listed companies.
“We continuously monitor the markets and make changes where necessary. In light of recent
volatility, we are restricting transactions for certain securities to position closing only ... We also
raised margin requirements for certain securities,” the company wrote in a Thursday blog post.
Some of the stocks they restricted access to include AMC, Nokia, and GameStop, the latter of
which has seen an unprecedented explosion in value thanks to coordinated buying and holding
of its stocks by a group of online amateur stock traders who call themselves WallStreetBets on
the Reddit messaging board. When markets opened on Friday, GameStop's stock was valued
at $381.43 a share; one week earlier it was just $65.01, which was itself thrice the stock's value
from two weeks prior.
Robinhood was closely followed by other competitors, including Interactive Brokers, and Webull,
prompting outcry by federal lawmakers who demanded a congressional inquirvon the matter. It
also drew a class-action lawsuit after users accused the firm of violating its contract. While not
included in the suit, other users claimed Robinhood was also closing their positions on some
stocks, selling them off at rock-bottom prices without being asked to by the owner.
Indeed, after Daybook tweeted the new listing on Friday, Rep. Jamaal Bowman (D-NY) tweeted
back, “The job listing doesn’t mention this, but you’ll also get to know the House Financial
Services Committee.”
In a Twitter thread on Thursday afternoon Robinhood co-founder Vladimir Tenev saidthe
company would begin allowing “limited buys” of some of the restricted stocks on Friday, adding
that “We’ll continue to monitor the situation and make adjustments as needed.”
'Big Guys' Lose Big, 'Little Guys' Blocked From Winning Big
The story of a group of small-time traders outwitting professional investors who pumped billions
into short-selling the stocks of GameStop and other companies, gambling the firms would lose
value, has become a sort of “David and Goliath” moment amid the economic strife of the
COVID-19 pandemic. In contrast, the rushing to shut down the small-timers amid a ‘“short
squeeze” that cost the professionals billions by gambling the stocks would have declined by
now has been seen as proving the system is rigged against the little guy.
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“Andrew, Citron, Melvin Capital, CNBC pundits, and others do not like the 'Eat the Rich' vibes
that have come to define WSB's speculation," Kevin Gosztola, a journalist at independent news
site Shadowproof, tweeted on Wednesday after Discord blocked WallStreetBets’ server, one of
the first crackdowns on the movement.
"They're out for revenge against any working or middle class person who made a bet to try and
increase their income just a little bit."
“The number one rule on Wall Street is that the rich people are never allowed to lose money,”
BreakThrough News journalist Kei Pritsker noted, calling attention to pundits who demanded
Securities and Exchange Commission charges against the Redditors for “market manipulation.”
“When hedge fund billionaires move markets, they get huge bonuses. When ordinary Americans
move market, they get shut down by Wall Street,” wrote Robert Reich, an economic
commentator and former US Secretary of Labor. “The system is rigged.”
US Rep. Rashida Talib (D-MI) tweeted on Thursday that by restricting buying the stocks in
question, Robinhood was “blocking the ability to trade to protect Wall St. hedge funds, stealing
millions of dollars from their users to protect people who've used the stock market as a casino
for decades.” She joined others, including Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and Sen. Ted
Cruz (R-TX), in calling for Robinhood to answer to Congress for its actions.
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Video: Citron Research Says it Will Stop Publishing Short-Seller Reports Amid GameStop
Squeeze
by Mary F.
Wall Street short-sellers have lost billions of dollars in recent days after a viral online movement
of amateur online traders started buying shares and stock options in the company, prompting
GameStop’s market value to increase from $2 billion to $24 billion in just a matter of days.
Short-seller Citron Research, forced to close out its short position in GameStop this week,
revealed on Friday that it would no longer publish short-selling research and would instead shift
to writing on companies worth buying.
“After 20 years of publishing Citron will no longer publish ‘short reports’,” the firm said in a tweet,
sharing a video of its editor and institutional short-seller Andrew Left confirming that Citron
Research will no longer publish such reports. "As of today, Citron Research will no longer be
publishing what can be considered as short-selling reports," Left said in the video. "The Citron
narrative is going to change and have a pivot."
“Twenty years ago I started Citron with the intention of protecting the individual against Wall
Street, against the frauds and the stock promotions were just all over,” Left said in the YouTube
video. “Where we started Citron was supposed to be against the establishment, we’ve actually
become the establishment.”
GameStop shares surged by more than 50% on Friday after trading app Robinhood announced
it would permit limited buys of GameStop and other shorted stocks on Friday after reports that it
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raised $2 billion overnight from investors to conform to federally-mandated capital requirements,
the Washington Post reported.
“Starting tomorrow, we plan to allow limited buys of these securities,” the company said in a blog
post. “We’ll continue to monitor the situation and may make adjustments as needed.”
In addition to GameStop, speculative traders communication through the use of social media
drove up the shares of other heavily-shorted stocks like AMC Entertainment, Blackberry and
Bed Bath & Beyond.
The latest update from Robinhood comes after the popular trading app restricted stock
purchases of GameStop and other shorted stocks, a decision that was met with significant
backlash and the launch of investigations by several congressional committees.
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Facebook ‘Supreme Court’ Accepting Public Comment on Whether to Reinstate Trump Account
by Mary F.
The former US president, Donald Trump, was blocked on Facebook earlier this month after
being accused of inciting an insurrection at the US Capitol on January 6. In a statement earlier
this month, Facebook’s chief executive, Mark Zuckerberg, stated that the risk of allowing Trump
to continue to use the platform were “simply too great.”
Trump may be allowed to regain control of his Facebook and Instagram accounts by the end of
April. However, the decision on whether Trump can regain access to his accounts won’t be
made by publicly-elected officials or even Facebook itself. Rather, the decision will be made by
the Facebook Oversight Board, a group of lawyers, journalists and former political leaders.
The independent group, also referred to as the social media giant's 'Supreme Court' tasked with
deciding whether Trump can officially return to Facebook is currently taking public comment on
the case.
In a Friday announcement. Facebook’s Oversight Board said that people with “valuable
perspectives” on Trump’s indefinite suspension from the platform have until February 8 to
provide their opinions on the manner.
“The Oversight Board is committed to bringing diverse perspectives from third parties into the
case review process. To that end, the Oversight Board has established a public comment
process to invite subject matter experts and interested groups to share relevant research and
information that may help the Oversight Board deliberate specific cases,” the Oversight Board
wrote in its announcement.
“This input will allow Board Members to tap into more knowledge, expertise and context as
cases will cover a variety of issues and geographies,” the board added.
The group, which will use the public comments to come to a decision, has until April to decide
on whether Trump’s Facebook account should be reinstated.
"It's an important case, and so we'll work as quickly as we can, consistent with deciding the
case in a principled and consistent way," Jamal Greene, a Columbia Law School professor and
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co-chair of the body, told Politico in a recent statement. "We'll all work hard to decide it as
quickly as we can do responsibly."
The comments will be posted online after the board makes its ruling public.
On Thursday, the Facebook Oversight Court issued its first rulings, overturning four of five
decisions to remove controversial posts from the platform.
"None of these cases had easy answers and deliberations revealed the enormous complexity of
the issues involved," the board said in a statement describing its decisions.
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US Space Force Rolls Out Official Rank Structure
by Mary F.
Established in December 2019, the US Space Force is the newest branch of the US Armed
Forces. Its mission, according to its website, is to “protect US and allied interests in space and
to provide space capabilities to the joint force.”
The US Space Force on Friday revealed its rank structure for officer and enlisted personnel,
similar to that of the US Air Force.
While the ranks on the enlisted side closely resemble Air Force structure (sergeant, technical
sergeant, master sergeant, etc.), the first four ranks will be referred to as Specialist 1, Specialist
2, Specialist 3 and Specialist 4. According to Politico, the use of specialist rather than airman
aligns with a promise by the chief of space operations, Gen. Jay Raymond, to establish a
gender-neutral rank structure.
The ranks on the officer side are identical to those in the Air Force, Army and Marine Corps,
starting at second lieutenant and going up to general.
The new rank structure will take effect on February 1, according to a leaked memo shared
online.
While some have speculated that the Space Force, which is currently part of the Air Force,
would use its parent service’s rank structure, others assumed that the Space Force would
instead use the Navy’s rank structure.
Rep. Dan Crenshaw, R-Texas, in July 2020, proposed an amendment in the fiscal 2021
National Defense Authorization Act stipulating "the same system and rank structure as is used
in the Navy" for the Space Force, Militarv.com reported at the time.
"A good reason to use Navy ranks in the Space Force is to better distinguish [Space Force]
personnel from Air Force personnel, kind of like [the Marine Corps] using different ranks than
the Navy," Todd Harrison, director of the Aerospace Security Project at the Center for Strategic
& International Studies, noted in July 2020, following Crenshaw's proposed amendment.
William Shatner, the actor who played Capt. James Kirk of the USS Enterprise in the iconic
original "Star Trek" television series, initially supported Crenshaw's idea.
"When you unveiled the Space Force logo, many immediately saw it as an homage to 'Star
Trek' (even though our Delta was an homage to the previous military space insignias). Why not
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borrow back from 'Star Trek' and adopt our ranks as well?" Shatner wrote in an August 2020
op-ed."We took them from the Navy for good reason”.
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Pro-Trump Lawyer Says Georgia State Bar Demands Mental Health Evaluation After Pence
Execution Posts
by Evan Craighead
Delaware Superior Court Judge Craig A. Karsnitz earlier this month blocked attorney Lucian
Lincoln "Lin" Wood Jr. from representing ex-Trump adviser Carter Page , noting that Wood's
conduct "exhibited a toxic stew of mendacity, prevarication and surprising incompetence."
Wood took to Telegram Thursday to assert that he has no intention of submitting to the mental
health evaluation requested by the State Bar of Georgia, the governing body of the legal
profession in the US state of Georgia.
“My mind is sound. I have broken no rules. I asked what I had done wrong. I was only told it was
about my social media comments. My speech,” he wrote, as reported by Retuers.
Wood, a longterm supporter of the former US president, Donald Trump, who was also hired to
litigate for 45, was permanently suspended from Twitter earlier this month after attempting to
subvert a temporary suspension by posting from a second account. The initial reprimand from
the social media outlet came after the attorney posted a series of pro-Trump tweets leading up
to the deadly January 6 riot and storming of the Capitol building in Washington DC.
"The time has come Patriots. This is our time. Time to take back our country. Time to fight for
our freedom. Pledge your lives, your fortunes, & your sacred honor," he tweeted on January 6.
"Speak TRUTH. Be FEARLESS. Almighty God is with you. TODAY IS OUR DAY."
Wood doubled down on his Thursday post the following day, claiming he was exercising his
First Amendment right of free speech.
"I have done nothing wrong. I have only exercised my right of free speech," Wood claimed in
follow-up post on Friday. "I will not allow the State Bar to persecute me for doing so and thereby
violate my Constitutional rights."
Sarah Coole, chief operating officer of the State Bar of Georgia, did not provide further details
on the matter, but did confirm to Reuters that the request for a metal evaluation occurred. It's
unclear if the State Bar of Georgia will move to revoke his license to practice law if the
requirement is not met.
Brian Faughnan, a Tennessee-based lawyer, told the outlet that it is uncommon for a state bar
to request a lawyer submit to a mental health evaluation. Additionally, while such matters are
usually kept confidential, Wood "waived" his right to confidentiality by posting about it on social
media.
News of the state bar's request comes just days after Wood was fired by client Nick Sandmann.
the Covington Catholic High School graduate suing multiple outlets for defamation over false
reporting on a 2019 viral video.
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“I have ended my lawyer-client relationship with Mr. Wood and no longer wish to be represented
by him in the above-captioned action,” Sandmann wrote in affidavits submitted in each of his six
pending lawsuits, according to the Cincinatti Enquirer.
Prior to the announcement, Sandmann replied "what the hell" in response to a January 1 tweet
from Wood that asserted Pence "will face execution by firing squad" if arrested.
Following his perma-ban on Twitter, Wood took to Parler and told followers to "get the firing
squad ready" and "Pence goes FIRST."
Parler, a conservative social media platform that touts unmoderated speech, eventually deleted
his tweet, citing a violation of their site rules.
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Facebook Reportedly Mulling Antitrust Lawsuit Against Apple
by Evan Craighead
Apple announced on Thursday that the next beta release of iOS 14 will include a change in App
Store applications' use of 'ID for Advertisers' (IDFA), which tracks user activity for the purpose of
targeted advertising. Facebook argues the move will lead to a loss of ad revenue for 'apps and
websites' and negatively impact small business.
Citing "two people with direct knowledge of Facebook’s efforts," San-Francisco, California,
digital media company The Information reported Thursday that, for some months, Facebook has
been prepping an antitrust lawsuit against Apple that claims the tech company abused its
market power via the iOS App Store.
The report details that the alleged suit accuses Apple of "forcing app developers to abide by
App Store rules that Apple’s own apps don’t have to follow."
The New York Times reported a similar story Friday, claiming "two people familiar with the
deliberations" said Facebook is mulling a lawsuit based on accusations of Apple's
"anticompetitive actions in its App Store."
Facebook's reported legal preparations come alongside Apple's IDFA announcement and
accompanying "A Day in the Life of Your Data" handout.
"App Tracking Transparency will require apps to get the user's permission before tracking their
data across apps or websites owned by other companies," the Apple handout reads.
The company emphasizes that the change in policy will allow users to "see which apps have
requested permission to track so they can make changes as they see fit."
Furthermore, under the new App Store policy, "app developers cannot require you to permit
tracking in order to use the app’s full capabilities."
Last month, Facebook took out ads in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times and The
Washington Post that proclaimed the company would be "standing up to Apple for our small
business customers and our communities" amid the changes in iOS 14.
"Apple's change will limit their ability to run personalized ads. To make ends meet, many will
have to start charging you subscription fees or adding more in-app purchases, making the
internet much more expensive and reducing high-quality free content," the ad read, referring to
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losses endured by apps that rely on advertising revenue. "Beyond hurting apps and websites,
many in the small business community say this change will be devastating for them too, at a
time when they face enormous challenges. They need to be able to effectively reach the people
most interested in their products and services to grow."
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg has also argued that Apple's policy changes are part of larger
plot to position its iMessage messenger service over Facebook's Messenger app, which "comes
pre-installed on every iPhone and they preference it with private APIs and permissions."
Application programming interface, or API, refers to the set of functions and procedures that
allow the creation of applications that interact with features or data of an application, operating
system or other service.
“Apple has every incentive to use their dominant platform position to interfere with how our apps
and other apps work, which they regularly do to preference their own,” Zuckerberg said during
opening remarks of his fourth quarter earnings call, as reported by CNBC. “This impacts the
growth of millions of businesses around the world, including with the upcoming iOS 14
changes.” “Apple may say they’re doing this to help people but the moves clearly track their
competitor interests,” the Facebook CEO added. “We and others are going to be up against this
for the foreseeable future.”
Despite Zuckerberg's comments, sources that spoke with The Information claimed some
higher-ups at Facebook "are concerned that Facebook is not a compelling victim" in the context
of a hypothetical anti-trust lawsuit.
Google, who could also lose revenue via the new iOS 14 policy change in the App Store, issued
an update to developers and the community on January 27, noting the company "will no longer
use information (such as IDFA) that falls under ATT for the handful of our iOS apps that
currently use it for advertising purposes."
Consequently, the permission prompt will not appear for users after Apple's policy change takes
effect.
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GOP Lawmakers Issue Proposal for Bill Declaring June 14 as ‘President Donald J. Trump
Day
by Evan Craighead
Then-lllinois Governor Bruce Rauner, a Republican, signed a law in August 2017 that declared
August 4 "Barack Obama Day" statewide, commemorating the legacy of former two-term US
President Barack Obama during his years in the Illinois State Senate, US Senate and the White
House.
Reps. Jon Cross (R-OH) and Reggie Stoltzfus (R-OH) wrote to fellow House of Representatives
lawmakers on Friday to issue a co-sponsor request for a forthcoming proposal to recognize
"June 14th as 'President Donald J. Trump Day.'"
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"Former President Donald J. Trump was our 45th President of the United States and against
great odds accomplished many things that have led our nation to unparallelled prosperity,"
Cross and Stoltzfus wrote in their joint email. “Let’s show the 3,154,834 Ohio voters who cast
their ballot to re-elect Donald J. Trump that we as a legislature recognize the accomplishments
of his administration."
The selected date is also the birthday of the former single-term US president.
"President Donald J. Trump personified the emotions of millions of Ohioans who for too long
have felt marginalized by our government and the American political system. While the media
tarnishes his achievements and his legacy, this legislation will help ensure that for one day each
year the voices of millions of people from all corners of our state will be commemorated," the
email read.
The email calls on lawmakers wishing to co-sponsor the bill to respond by February 5th.
Many individuals, including fellow Ohio lawmaker Rep. Jeff Crossman, a Democrat, have
pointed out that June 14th is the federally-established Flag Day, declared as such by a 1916
presidential proclamation issued by US President Woodrow Wilson.
“I don’t like the idea of changing an existing federal holiday that honors the flag,” Rep. Jeff
Crossman told The Columbus Dispatch. “I think it’s disrespectful.”
Trump would not be the first US president to be considered for their own state holiday, as
California and Ohio are among several states that recognize 'Ronald Reagan Day' on February
6, for the GOP president's birthday. According to California law, the bill encourages "public
schools and educational institutions to engage in exercises remembering the life of Ronald
Reagan, as specified."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
FBI: Two Pipe Bombs Discovered Amid Capitol Riot Were Planted the Day Prior
by Gaby Arancibia
Amid the deadly chaos and confusion that erupted as Trump loyalists stormed the US Capitol
on January 6, federal authorities were also directed to investigate and safely detonate a pair of
pipe bombs discovered blocks away, at the offices of the Republican and Democratic national
committees. Arrests have not been made.
New findings suggest that the two pipe bombs discovered near the Capitol were planted the
night before thousands of Trump supporters attended the so-called 'Stop the Steal' rally prior to
attacking the US Capitol building.
Federal authorities revealed in a Friday update that the bombs were placed at the headquarters
of the Republican National Committee and the Democratic National Committee on January 5,
between 7:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., local time. It is not clear which of the two bombs was placed
first.
“The unknown individual wore a face mask, a grey hooded sweatshirt, and Nike Air Max Speed
Turf shoes in yellow, black, and gray,” reads a wanted poster released by the FBI. “The
individual carried a backpack in their hand.”
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It is presently unclear whether the bombs were unrelated to the Capitol siege or were part of a
larger plan stemming from efforts by Trump supporters to stop congressional lawmakers from
certifying the Electoral College vote results in the US election. Both of the targeted buildings are
located just a few blocks from the Capitol.
Authorities indicated that the bombs were made from eight-inch galvanized steel pipes filled with
explosive powder. The devices, both rigged to kitchen timers, were discovered by officials about
30 minutes apart.
Officials are offering a reward of up to $100,000 for any information that leads to the “location,
arrest, and conviction of the person(s) responsible for the placement of the pipe bombs.” Both
the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives previously increased the
reward earlier this month.
The FBI previously acknowledged that locating the suspect who planted the bombs was a top
priority as officials continue to review security camera recordings and speak to local residents
who may have come across the individual.
Security footage obtained by the Washington Post shows the unidentified suspect walking
through an alleyway known as Rumsey Court in the direction of the Republican National
Committee headquarter at about 8:15 p.m. The individual is seen carrying a backpack near their
waist and wearing a mask and gloves.
Additional recordings obtained by the Post appear to show the suspect retracing their steps and
moving at a much faster pace than previously seen in other video clips. The suspect is also
seen wearing the backpack, as opposed to holding it close to their waist.
With the suspect still at large, officials have grown increasingly concerned that additional pipe
bombs may be strategically placed within the nation’s capital, especially in light of the Senate’s
looming impeachment trial against former US President Donald Trump.
Earlier this week, authorities issued an advisory warning of a “heightened threat” from domestic
extremists who may have been emboldened by the tragic events that unfolded on January 6.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Trump Admin Spent $200 Million on Ventilator Donations, Officials Unsure Where Most Went Watchdog
by Gaby Arancibia
At the height of the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, health professionals knew little about
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes the disease, leading to most patients being quickly hooked
up to ventilators. With many facilities stocked with limited supplies, the Trump administration
quickly granted pricey contracts to produce the devices.
A new report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) has determined that the Trump
administration spent roughly $200 million to send over 8,700 ventilators abroad to help other
countries amid the first wave of COVID-19 pandemic.
The GAO found that the initiative was largely influenced by the Trump White House’s National
Security Council (NSC) and had little, if any, input from officials at the US Agency for
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International Development (USAID), which is in charge of executing deliveries of aid to foreign
entities.
“According to USAID, NSC staff communicated to USAID the US government decisions
regarding ventilator donations, including the recipient countries, quantities, and manufacturers,”
reads the report, adding that the “ventilator donation program was not part of its initial strategy
for COVID-19 response.”
It remains unclear as to what guidelines Trump administration officials were following when
deciding its distribution plans, especially when considering how hundreds of ventilators were
shipped to countries that had fewer COVID-19 cases than others.
The GAO report states that El Salvador was issued some 600 ventilators when it only had 74
COVID-19 cases, whereas Bolivia had over 1,500 COVID-19 cases and was granted just 200
ventilators. In some cases, countries that had no reported coronavirus cases, such as Nauru,
Kiribati and Papua New Guinea, received many of the expensive respiratory devices.
Under Trump, USAID provided approximately 8,722 ventilators to 43 countries, including Brazil,
Indonesia, South Africa, Ghana, Peru and Paraguay; however, while the allocation plans were
riddled with holes, concerns also arose as officials soon determined they were unable to
pinpoint exactly where some of the ventilators wound up.
While USAID can confirm that all ventilators were shipped to their intended country, the agency
is unsure of the exact location of most of the respiratory devices within each nation, the
watchdog found.
At present, USAID officials only know the specific locations for ventilators in 12 of the 43
recipient countries, and have only received “planned distribution lists” from 11 others. For the
remaining 20 recipients, the agency has yet to receive any plans that would suggest how the
ventilators were dispersed.
Although it’s unclear how long it may take, the GAO report notes that USAID has since taken up
measures to begin tracking down the ventilators by working with manufacturers and others to
find their respective locations.
Additionally, investigators concluded that for 21 of the 43 countries that received donations,
ventilator costs “represented more than half of the total supplemental COVID-19 response
funding that USAID obligated to those countries, indicating a considerable financial commitment
to ventilators over other potential forms of assistance.”
In countries such as El Salvador, Paraguay and Egypt, the allotted COVID-19 funding was
entirely consumed by ventilator donations. In Bolivia, the report notes, “obligations for 200
ventilators for Bolivia represented about 87 percent of total obligations for COVID-19-related
assistance to that country.”
The GAO report came as the House Oversight subcommittee on Economic and Consumer
Policy initiated an investigation into the Trump administration’s purchases of ventilators. The
panel is specifically investigating Trump's deal to buy some $70 million worth of ventilators amid
the pandemic, despite the fact that the ventilators were found to be inadequate for most
COVID-19 patients.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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Berlin Police Arrest Man Who Posed as Air Traffic Controller, Gave Fake Flight Orders
by Gaby Arancibia
An avid transistor radio fan in Germany recently took his love of the airwaves to new heights
after deciding to communicate with nearby transiting aircraft, going as far as making contact
with a Berlin police chopper.
Officials with the Berlin police announced on Friday that law enforcement authorities had
arrested an unidentified 32-year-old man after he allegedly pretended to be an air traffic
controller and made radio contact with several aircraft, giving false flight orders.
A release issued by officials indicates the individual reportedly contacted air traffic over a period
of six months on multiple occasions, some of which included state and federal helicopters and
passenger and transport aircraft.
In an effort to track down the individual, officials deployed a police helicopter to Berlin’s eastern
Koepenick district late Thursday. Moments afterward, officials successfully pinpointed the
suspect’s location and took him into custody that night.
After conducting a search of the Koepenick home, police discovered two radios that transmitted
on the frequencies needed to make contact with nearby aircraft. Both devices were confiscated
by police.
Officials described the suspect as having become increasingly professional with his
communications, but gave “potentially dangerous” instructions to pilots.
Police say the suspect’s actions did not cause any accidents.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
The Shaman Stumper - Political Cartoon
As former US President Donald Trump failed to grant pardons for his loyalists who were
arrested after the deadly Capitol insurrection, many of his supporters have jumped ship, with
some even considering taking a stand in the Senate impeachment trial against their former
champion.
Jacob Chansley, known as the 'QAnon Shaman,' has reportedly informed his lawyer that he is
willing to testify at Trump’s looming trial in the Senate chamber, as he now feels that he was
“duped” by the former president.
Chansley’s lawyer, Albert Watkins, told the Associated Press that he has not yet reached out to
Senate lawmakers, but feels that it’s important for officials to hear remarks by an individual who
felt emboldened by Trump to act out against congressional efforts to certify the results of the US
election.
The self-avowed 'shaman' is presently charged with civil disorder, obstruction of official
proceedings, disorderly conduct in a restricted building and demonstrating in a Capitol building,
among other violations. He has not yet entered a plea to the offensives.
So much for keeping your friends close and your enemies closer, eh?
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
RPT - Some in Law Enforcement Fear US Underestimating Threat of White Nationalism
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - US authorities must take White
nationalism and domestic terrorism more seriously as security threats and prepare for the
extremist violence that is sure to come, two former senior law enforcement officials told Sputnik.
On Wednesday, the US Homeland Security Department warned that domestic extremists
opposed to the presidential transition could continue to mobilize and commit violence,
emboldened by the January 6 breach of the US Capitol building.
EXTREMIST THREAT
White supremacist symbols were seen among the crowd of pro-Trump supporters who stormed
Capitol Hill on January 6. President Donald Trump was impeached on charges of inciting the riot
and faces a Senate trial in February. Trump, in denying the charges, said the speech he
delivered before the riots was appropriate.
Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP) Executive Director Diane Goldstein, a former
Lieutenant Commander at the Redondo Beach, California Police Department, said the scourge
of white supremacy is not being adequately addressed in the United States.
"Our biggest threat is domestic terrorism and white nationalism. We as Americans are not taking
the threat of white nationalism seriously," Goldstein said. "In the 1990s, the Aryan Brotherhood
and the Order were fomenting a lot of violence. Law enforcement took a real signature stand
and pushed these people back. That’s not occurring right now."
Former Seattle Police Chief Norm Stamper warned that the Capitol Hill riot was not an
aberration or anomaly.
"This is the first of others that we will see," Stamper said. "It’s very troubling when I look at the
future."
Stamper said the way security handled the onslaught was terribly neglectful and suggested that
the lax response was "deliberate on the part of many" given they had intelligence ahead of the
protest event. He said he always knew that far-right individuals have infiltrated police
departments and the military but expressed surprise at the extent of that infiltration.
"With regard to the Proud Boys, Oathkeepers and others in law enforcement and the military, I
know that the figure is much much greater than I thought 20 years ago," he said. "We’re not just
talking about a handful of bad apples - this is a significant thread in law enforcement. They
should be prohibited from strapping on a gun."
Stamper was appalled at the way the rioters engaged at a subhuman level. The attack on
Congress, a 200-year old deliberative body, was unconscionable, he added, with rioters
invading the privacy of those in public office. They went through private desks and were peering
in drawers, Stamper recalled.
The former top police official believes Trump bears a great deal of responsibility for what
happened. Stamper accused Trump of being a white supremacist who "cheers on" police
brutality and racism.
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"I'm absolutely convinced that Trump allowed cops to exercise their most basic instincts, say
what they want [and] do what they want," Stamper said.
The former police chief said racist and bigoted views are prevailing and the US must push back
against what is not fair and equitable.
Stamper indicated that far-left extremists like ANTIFA also pose a problem by trying to hijack the
Black Lives Matter movement and other social justice organizations.
WAKE UP CALL
Stamper, author of two books, including "Breaking Rank: A Top Cop's Expose of the Dark Side
of America's Police," said he hopes the riots serve as a "wake-up call." America, he said, is
going through a racial reckoning precipitated by several police involved killings of Blacks.
"White middie-class Americans are seeing what African Americans have been saying for
centuries," Stamper said. "If you only read about it [police cases] from the police chief or
spokesperson, whether it’s Tamir Rice. Eric Garner, Walter Scott, George Floyd or Sandra
Bland, you’re simply gonna get a simplistic and distorted view."
Stamper pointed out the video that went viral of Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin
kneeling on the neck of Floyd last May.
"And if you saw Officer Chauvin squeezing the life out of George Floyd, you can’t not be
affected by it," he said. "Yet some can see something like that and rationalize it. It was murder in
front of our very eyes."
People who had never taken part in a demonstration took to the streets, he noted.
"This is a symptom that cries out for a prescription. Change won’t come next week but it will
come if we grow the base and sustain the protests," Stamper said.
WHERE DOES AMERICA GO FROM HERE?
The two law enforcement community leaders said the US government must conduct a thorough
investigation to identify rioters and any possible ties to lawmakers and administration officials
along with how and what transpired in the days leading up to the incident on Capitol Hill. The
probe, they said, can also identify those police and military involved with domestic extremist
groups and ensure all are held accountable.
Goldstein said some law enforcement departments are already starting internal investigations.
The Seattle Police Department, for example, put officers on administrative leave. The military,
she added, needs to be doing so as well.
"In order to hold people accountable, we have got to be transparent and engage in
investigations that affirm the facts of what occurred. There has to be an appropriate level of
accountability," she said.
Goldstein said the incident exposes the pervasive nature of extremism while providing fodder for
diagnosis.
"I think we need to be very cognizant of the potential dangers. I don’t want to create fear but
don’t want to minimize what happened," she said. "I think you have to go back to many of the
basics and how we plan out for any type of big event like the Super Bowl and transition in
power. We have the system in place already. We have to use them and implement them"
People will continue to demonstrate, she added, but steps must be taken to prevent similar
situations. Critical threat assessments should be conducted in every single state, using local
and national resources, with incident commands, staging areas and meeting with organizers of
demonstrations, Goldstein added.
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Above all, she said, police departments must better address hiring practices. All Americans in
society have to careful but "especially the police," she explained.
"We’re the only people, along with the military with the authority to kill people. We have got to
hire the best people who will support the ideals of our community," Goldstein concluded.
Earlier this week, Acting US Capitol Police Chief Yogananda Pittman told lawmakers that the
police failed to adequately prepare for the event despite knowing militia groups and white
supremacists organizations would be attending.
A senior Pentagon official earlier this month said the US Defense Department is currently
conducting a review of its policies concerning service members in domestic extremist groups so
that it can more effectively address the issue.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
RPT: REVIEW - US Cracks Down on Domestic Extremist Group Amid Fears of More Violence
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US authorities indicted two members of a notorious
right-wing nationalist group for their role in the recent riots on Capitol Hill as part of a broader
strategy to reign in domestic extremism, although some in law enforcement predict the violence
is not about to end.
The charges come as states across the country continue to send national guard forces to
Washington, DC just weeks after supporters of then-President Donald Trump stormed Capitol
Hill. Trump was impeached for allegedly inciting the unrest and faces a Senate trial in February.
PROUD BOYS
On Friday, the US Justice Department said two men from New York, Dominic Pezzola and
William Pepe, both members of the Proud Boys nationalist organization, were indicted in federal
court for conspiring to obstruct law enforcement from protecting the US Capitol and its grounds
on January 6.
"Pezzola and Pepe are members of the Proud Boys, a group self-described as a ‘pro-Western
fraternal organization for men who refuse to apologize for creating the modern world; aka
Western Chauvinists,'" the Justice Department said citing charging documents.
According to court documents filed earlier in the day, the FBI found bomb-making instructions
inside the home of Pezzola, also known as "Spaz."
Prosecutors, citing a witness, said Pezzola’s group vowed to assassinate US Vice President
Mike Pence and planned to return to the US Capitol on January 20, the day of President Joe
Biden’s inauguration, to kill "every single 'm-fer' they can."
Video widely circulated on social media shows Pezzola breaking a window with a police shield
to allow pro-Trump supporters to enter the Capital building, US authorities said.
"It is further alleged that Pezzola confronted a Capitol Police officer attempting to control the
crowd and ripped away the officer’s riot shield, while the officer was physically engaging with
individuals who had gathered unlawfully in the west plaza of the Capitol," the Justice
Department release said.
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On Wednesday, three individuals affiliated with the Oath Keepers militia group were indicted in
federal court for allegedly participating in the January 6 siege at the US Capitol building.
FUTURE VIOLENCE
The US Homeland Security Department in an advisory issued earlier this week said that
domestic extremists opposed to the presidential transition could continue to mobilize and
commit violence, emboldened by the January 6 breach of the US Capitol building.
Biden has repeatedly vowed to crack down on violent extremism - including white nationalism,
a message White House Communications Director Kate Bedingfield underscored.
"[Biden] is committed, from his position in the White House as the leader of this country, to
criticizing, condemning, aggressively pushing back on white supremacy," Bedingfield told The
View on Friday.
However, some senior leaders within the US law enforcement community believe the United
States must do more to effectively address domestic extremism. They also are concerned about
the number of extremists that have infiltrated US police departments and military forces.
Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP) Executive Director Diane Goldstein, a former
Lieutenant Commander at the Redondo Beach, California Police Department, told Sputnik that
the scourge of white supremacy is not being adequately addressed in the United States.
"Our biggest threat is domestic terrorism and white nationalism. We as Americans are not taking
the threat of white nationalism seriously," Goldstein said. "In the 1990s, the Aryan Brotherhood
and the Order were fomenting a lot of violence. Law enforcement took a real signature stand
and pushed these people back. That’s not occurring right now."
Former Seattle Police Chief Norm Stamper warned that the Capitol Hill riot was not an
aberration, saying that it is "the first of others that we will see." Stamper said he always knew
that far-right individuals had infiltrated police departments and the military but expressed
surprise at the extent of that infiltration.
"With regard to the Proud Boys, Oath Keepers and others in law enforcement and the military, I
know that the figure is much much greater than I thought 20 years ago," he said. "We’re not just
talking about a handful of bad apples - this is a significant thread in law enforcement. They
should be prohibited from strapping on a gun."
The Proud Boys chairman Enrique Tarrio, a Cuban-American, told Insider news in September
that his organization denounces white supremacy and fascism.
Earlier this week, Acting US Capitol Police Chief Yogananda Pittman told lawmakers that the
police failed to adequately prepare for the event despite knowing militia groups and white
supremacists organizations would be attending. The US Defense Department has said it is
currently conducting a review of its policies concerning service members in domestic extremist
groups so that it can more effectively address the issue.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
REVIEW - US Cracks Down on Domestic Extremist Group Amid Fears of More Violence
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WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US authorities indicted two members of a notorious
right-wing nationalist group for their role in the recent riots on Capitol Hill as part of a broader
strategy to reign in domestic extremism, although some in law enforcement predict the violence
is not about to end.
The charges come as states across the country continue to send national guard forces to
Washington, DC just weeks after supporters of then-President Donald Trump stormed Capitol
Hill. Trump was impeached for allegedly inciting the unrest and faces a Senate trial in February.
PROUD BOYS
On Friday, the US Justice Department said two men from New York, Dominic Pezzola and
William Pepe, both members of the Proud Boys nationalist organization, were indicted in federal
court for conspiring to obstruct law enforcement from protecting the US Capitol and its grounds
on January 6.
"Pezzola and Pepe are members of the Proud Boys, a group self-described as a ‘pro-Western
fraternal organization for men who refuse to apologize for creating the modern world; aka
Western Chauvinists,"' the Justice Department said citing charging documents.
According to court documents filed earlier in the day, the FBI found bomb-making instructions
inside the home of Pezzola, also known as "Spaz."
Prosecutors, citing a witness, said Pezzola’s group vowed to assassinate US Vice President
Mike Pence and planned to return to the US Capitol on January 20, the day of President Joe
Biden’s inauguration, to kill "every single 'm-fer' they can."
Video widely circulated on social media shows Pezzola breaking a window with a police shield
to allow pro-Trump supporters to enter the Capital building, US authorities said.
"It is further alleged that Pezzola confronted a Capitol Police officer attempting to control the
crowd and ripped away the officer’s riot shield, while the officer was physically engaging with
individuals who had gathered unlawfully in the west plaza of the Capitol," the Justice
Department release said.
On Wednesday, three individuals affiliated with the Oath Keepers militia group were indicted in
federal court for allegedly participating in the January 6 siege at the US Capitol building.
FUTURE VIOLENCE
The US Homeland Security Department in an advisory issued earlier this week said that
domestic extremists opposed to the presidential transition could continue to mobilize and
commit violence, emboldened by the January 6 breach of the US Capitol building.
Biden has repeatedly vowed to crack down on violent extremism - including white nationalism,
a message White House Communications Director Kate Bedingfield underscored.
"[Biden] is committed, from his position in the White House as the leader of this country, to
criticizing, condemning, aggressively pushing back on white supremacy," Bedingfield told The
View on Friday.
However, some senior leaders within the US law enforcement community believe the United
States must do more to effectively address domestic extremism. They also are concerned about
the number of extremists that have infiltrated US police departments and military forces.
Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP) Executive Director Diane Goldstein, a former
Lieutenant Commander at the Redondo Beach, California Police Department, told Sputnik that
the scourge of white supremacy is not being adequately addressed in the United States.
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"Our biggest threat is domestic terrorism and white nationalism. We as Americans are not taking
the threat of white nationalism seriously," Goldstein said. "In the 1990s, the Aryan Brotherhood
and the Order were fomenting a lot of violence. Law enforcement took a real signature stand
and pushed these people back. That’s not occurring right now."
Former Seattle Police Chief Norm Stamper warned that the Capitol Hill riot was not an
aberration, saying that it is "the first of others that we will see." Stamper said he always knew
that far-right individuals had infiltrated police departments and the military but expressed
surprise at the extent of that infiltration.
"With regard to the Proud Boys, Oath Keepers and others in law enforcement and the military, I
know that the figure is much much greater than I thought 20 years ago," he said. "We’re not just
talking about a handful of bad apples - this is a significant thread in law enforcement. They
should be prohibited from strapping on a gun."
The Proud Boys chairman Enrique Tarrio, a Cuban-American, told Insider news in September
that his organization denounces white supremacy and fascism.
Earlier this week, Acting US Capitol Police Chief Yogananda Pittman told lawmakers that the
police failed to adequately prepare for the event despite knowing militia groups and white
supremacists organizations would be attending. The US Defense Department has said it is
currently conducting a review of its policies concerning service members in domestic extremist
groups so that it can more effectively address the issue.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canada’s Economy Contracted by Record-Breaking 5.1% in 2020 - Statistics Agency
TORONTO, January 29(Sputnik) - Canada’s economy is estimated to have contracted by a
record-breaking 5.1 percent in 2020, the state statistics agency revealed.
"This flash estimate points to an... approximate decline of 5.1 percent for the year," Statistics
Canada said in its monthly gross domestic product report on Friday.
The agency said that the Canadian economy grew by 0.7 percent in November and preliminary
information suggests that the real GDP will grow by 0.3 percent in December.
While the Canadian economy experienced very moderate growth throughout the fall of 2020,
the Bank of Canada expects that the resurgence of the pandemic will place the country back
into recession territory in the first quarter 2021.
Statistics Canada will release the fourth quarter and year-end numbers on March 2.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Border Patrol Agent Fatally Shot Man During Illegal Entry on Mexico Border - Statement
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WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - A US Border Patrol agent fatally shot a man illegally
entering the United States along the southern border with Mexico, Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) said in a statement.
"On January 29, 2021, at approximately 7:38 am, a United States Border Patrol agent was
involved in a use-of-force incident in Hidalgo, Texas, approximately one mile away from the
Hidalgo Port of Entry," CBP said in a press release on Friday. "The agent was responding to a
report of several illegal entries. The incident occurred while the agent was attempting to
apprehend a subject and the agent discharged his weapon."
The man the agent was trying to apprehend sustained a gunshot wound and was taken to a
local hospital where he was pronounced dead Friday morning, the release said adding that the
agent was not injured.
The incident is currently under investigation by the CBP Office of Professional Responsibility,
the FBI, and the Department of Homeland Security's Office of Inspector General.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Freeland Relays US Treasury Secretary Canada’s Concerns About ‘Buy America’ Policy
TORONTO, January 29 (Sputnik) - Canadian Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland relayed her concerns regarding the Biden administration’s "Buy American"
plan to US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, her office said in a statement.
"The Deputy Prime Minister outlined her concerns about the "Buy American" policy and stressed
the deeply integrated, interdependent nature of North American supply chains that benefit both
countries," the statement said on Friday.
Freeland also reiterated Canada’s disappointment with US President Joe Biden’s decision to
revoke the presidential permits for the Keystone XL pipeline, the statement said.
The two officials agreed on the need for additional economic stimulus while interest rates
remain at all-time lows in both countries, the statement added.
Despite many in Ottawa expressing enthusiasm for a fresh start with the Biden administration,
some of the new president’s policies have been subject to criticism in Canada, including on the
Keystone XL pipeline and the "Buy American" program.
Meanwhile, numerous Canadian experts and officials have expressed concern that the Trudeau
government is willing to concede on certain Canadian interests, including the Keystone XL
extension project, in order to mend bilateral relations.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US B-52 Bombers Return to Indo-Pacific After 3 Years for Deterrence Missions - Air Force
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WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - Four US B-52 Stratofortress bombers have returned to a
base in Guam after a three-year absence, aiming to conduct deterrence missions in the
Indo-Pacific region, the Andersen Air Force Base said in a press release.
"Four US Air Force B-52H Stratofortress bombers returned to the Indo-Pacific region Jan[uary]
28 for a Bomber Task Force deployment, conducting operations out of Andersen Air Force
Base, Guam," the release said on Friday.
The bombers will participate in strategic deterrence missions with various US allies and partners
in the Indo-Pacific region, the release also said.
US B-52 bombers were last deployed to Guam in December of 2018, the release added.
The United States continues to engage with allies and partners in the region to counter China,
according to the release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Blinken Discusses With Swedish Counterpart Conflicts in Ukraine, Belarus - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken discussed with
Swedish Foreign Affairs Minister and OSCE Chairperson-in-Office Ann Linde the Russia’s
alleged actions in Ukraine, the political situation in Belarus and the peace process between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, the State Department said in a statement.
"Blinken spoke today with... Linde to discuss how to maintain a spotlight on Russia's actions in
Ukraine, address the ongoing post-election crisis in Belarus, and advance the Minsk Group
Co-Chair process to help Armenia and Azerbaijan negotiate a lasting and sustainable political
settlement," the statement said on Friday.
The Secretary of State expressed concern about the arrest of Russian opposition figure Alexey
Navalny and alleged continued efforts by the Russian authorities to suppress peaceful assembly
- an allegation Moscow denies, the statement also said.
Blinken expressed support for Sweden’s OSCE chairmanship and its focus on "achieving
progress on the OSCE region’s protracted conflicts, strengthening climate security, and
defending democratic principles," the statement added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
FBI Finds Bomb-Making Manuals Inside Home of US Capitol Rioter - Court Documents
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The FBI found instructions on how to make homemade
bombs in the home of a New York man, Dominic Pezzola, who participated in the January 6
siege on the US Capitol, court documents revealed.
"The FBI also executed a search warrant at the defendant’s residence at the time of his arrest.
Agents recovered, from a room that appeared to be used exclusively by the defendant, a thumb
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drive that contained hundreds of .pdf files," the court document said on Friday. "A significant
number of those .pdfs provide detailed instructions for making homemade firearms, poisons,
and/or explosives."
The defendant was charged with violations stemming from his role in the violent attacks on the
US Capitol on January 6, the document said.
Pezzola has been seen on numerous videos across social media showing him using a police
shield to break a window in the west side of the Capitol so that pro-Trump supporters could get
inside the building. The court document said, according to a witness, that Pezzola was part of a
group that had admitted it would have killed former Vice President Mike Pence if given the
chance.
Moreover, the court document said Pezzola's group stated it would be returning to the US
Capitol on January 20 and they planned to kill "every single ‘m-fer1 they can."
The court document said Pezzola tried to evade authorities by turning his cell phone off and
changing his appearance before he decided to turn himself in after the FBI started visiting his
family members to find out about his whereabouts.
Several US media outlets reported that Pezzloia is a member of the Proud Boys, a white
nationalist movement.
On January 6, thousands of pro-Trump supporters stormed the US Capitol building to stop
Congress from certifying President Joe Biden’s victory in the 2020 presidential election.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Austin, Italian Counterpart Discuss ’Rising China, Threats From Russia’ - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin in his first
conversation with Italian counterpart Lorenzo Guerini discussed global security challenges,
including China and Russia, Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said.
"The leaders discussed views on shared global security challenges including a rising China and
threats from Russia," Kirby said on Friday.
Austin and Guerini confirmed the steadfast commitment to the US-ltaly bilateral defense
relationship, Kirby also said.
The Defense Secretary noted the importance of the presence of US forces in Italy to NATO’s
collective security, and thanked Rome its role in maintaining security around the world, including
in Afghanistan and Iraq, Kirby added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Blinken, Colombia Foreign Minister Discuss Economic Stability in Venezuela - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Colombian
Foreign Minister Claudia Blum discussed the political and economic situation in Venezuela
during a phone conversation, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said in a statement.
"The Secretary and Foreign Minister Blum also discussed their shared commitment to the
restoration of democracy and economic stability in Venezuela, and the importance of efforts to
meet the humanitarian needs of Venezuelan migrants in Colombia and throughout the region,"
Price said after the call on Friday.
Blinken told Blum the Biden administration looked forward to boosting both nations’ economies
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, Price said.
Blinken pledged to partner closely with the Colombian government on countering drug trafficking
and transnational criminal groups that threaten regional security, the spokesman added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Moderna to Deliver 50,000 Less Vaccine Doses Than Expected to Canada Next Week Trudeau
TORONTO, January 29 (Sputnik) - Moderna will deliver next week 50,000 less COVID-19
vaccine doses to Canada than anticipated, exacerbating an already crippling shortage, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau said.
"There will be a delay affecting many countries, including Canada, for the next shipment of the
Moderna vaccine, which arrives next week. \Ne will receive 78 percent of the expected amount,
translating to 180,000 doses,” Trudeau said speaking to reporters in Ottawa on Friday.
However, the prime minister reassured the public that the disruption is temporary and delivery
quotas will return to normal the following week.
The Trudeau government has been on the receiving end of intense criticism for a crippling
vaccine supply shortage across Canada that intensified after it was revealed the country will not
receive any new shipments of the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine this week as Pfizer
restructures its production facility in Europe.
Trudeau said on Friday that Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla reassured him a day earlier that Pfizer will
deliver 4 million doses of its COVID-19 vaccine by the end of March, although this pledge
appears to be conditional on Health Canada's approval of Pfizer's request to boost the number
of dose extracts from a single vial from five to six.
To date, 932,880 vaccine doses have been administered in Canada - a number far below other
nations, including Israel, China, India and the United States.
Maj. Gen. Dany Fortin, Canada’s vaccine distribution czar, has previously conceded that the
country will likely experience a shortage of vaccine doses through to the end of the first quarter
of 2021.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/01 /2021 11:58:35 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/01/2021 11:58:35 AM

UK Coronavirus Variant to Become More Dominant in US by Early Spring - Fauci
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The new strain of the novel coronavirus that first
appeared in the United Kingdom will become more dominant in the United States by the middle
of spring, US National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci said.
"The projection that is made with regard to the UK [variant] is that by the end of March, the
beginning of April it actually will become more dominant in this country," Fauci said speaking to
reporters on Friday.
Fauci added that it is not yet clear whether the South African coronavirus strain - considered to
be more infections the original strain - will eventually dominate in the United States.
The UK coronavirus variant is currently present in at least 28 US states and and has been
identified in more than 315 patients, according to Fauci.
UK public health officials in December announced the emergence of the new coronavirus strain
that is believed to be up to 70 percent more transmissible. The new strain was first discovered
in southeast England in September and subsequently spread rapidly throughout the United
Kingdom and continental Europe.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Wall Street Marks Sharp Drop for 3 Major Indices
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - Stocks fell dramatically for all the three major indices as
the clash between hedge funds and retail traders concerning the GameStop Corp. continued
amid rising concerns about financial stability.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average, the broadest gauge of the New York Stock Exchange,
dropped 2.3 percent, to close the day at 9,982 on Friday.
The S&P 500, a barometer for the top 500 US stocks, settled down 1.9 percent at 3,714.
The technology-laden Nasdaq Composite index, which counts on the performance of industry
giants such as Face book, Apple, Amazon, Netflix and Google, also tumbled 2 percent to finish
at 13,070.
Friday's losses also put the Dow and the S&P 500 in the red for the month of January, with the
Dow down 2 percent and the S&P 500 losing 1.1 percent.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US, Mexican Defense Chiefs Discuss Security Cooperation - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, January 30 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin spoke with the
Mexican secretaries of defense and navy about regional security and defense cooperation, the
Defense Department said in a release.
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"On January 29, Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III spoke with his Mexican counterparts
Secretary of National Defense General Cresencio Sandoval and Secretary of Navy Admiral
Jose Ojeda to discuss the United States’ strong commitment to the US-Mexico bilateral defense
relationship and regional defense and security cooperation," the release said on Friday.
The Defense Department said the officials agreed for the United States and Mexico to continue
working together in the areas of mutual interest with respect to defense and security.
In addition, the officials agreed the two countries should respect each other’s sovereignty and
foreign policy interests while collaborating in the areas of defense and security, the release said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UN Security Council Unanimously Extends Mission in Cyprus for 6 Months - President
UNITED NATIONS, January 29 (Sputnik) - The UN Security Council unanimously agreed to
adopt a resolution renewing the mandate of the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP)
for six months, the Tunisian Ambassador to the United Nations Tarek Ladeb said.
"The result of the voting is as follows; the draft resolution received 15 votes in favor. The draft
resolution has been adopted unanimously," Ladeb, who presides with the UN Security Council
during the month of January, said following the voting procedure on Friday.
The resolution was drafted by the United Kingdom - the penholder on the issue - and reflects
the UN Security Council’s support for the work of UNFICYP. The mission was established in
1964 to prevent conflict between the Greek and Turkish Cypriots.
The document welcomes the intention of the UN Secretary-General to convene an informal "five
plus UN meeting" with the leaders of the two Cypriot communities and the guarantor powers at
the earliest convenience.
Cyprus was split between Greek and Turkish communities in 1974 after Turkey invaded the
island to protect Turkish Cypriots following an uprising of Greek Cypriots that resulted in a
change of government. In 1983, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus declared
independence but has not been recognized by any other country except for Turkey.
The United Nations has attempted to broker a reunification dialogue, but the effort have failed
and the most recent talks stalled in 2017.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Senator Asks Biden to Review Decision to Relocate Space Command in Alabama - Letter
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden should order a review of the Trump
administration's decision to base the new US Space Command in Huntsville, Alabama, because
it was rushed through too quickly, Senator Ben Ray Lujan wrote in a letter to President Joe
Biden.
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"We write to request a comprehensive review of the Air Force's decision in the final days of the
Trump administration to host the US Space Command in Huntsville, Alabama," Lujan said on
Friday. "The Air Force's subsequent process was severely flawed and not in line with the more
deliberate process the service has taken in the past for basing decisions of this magnitude."
Lujan said the speed with which the decision was taken was not in line with accepted US Air
Force procedures for approving new bases.
"Initial reports of the Air Force's selection process raise serious questions about political
impropriety and demonstrate severe violations of the Air Force's own standardized process for
selecting locations," the letter said.
The city of Albuquerque in Lujan’s own state of New Mexico should have been given more
serious consideration as the location for the new Space Command headquarters, the senator
added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN ITALY
* Italian Chamber of Deputies President Roberto Fico has arrived at Quirinale Palace for
consultations with President Sergio Mattarella, where he is likely to be asked to explore
possibilities of a new parliamentary majority, the palace’s TV channel said.
* Mattarella has given Fico three days to seek a parliamentary majority that could lead to the
forming a new government, a spokesman of the presidential palace said.
BLAST NEAR ISRAEL EMBASSY IN NEWDELHI
* A blast near the Israeli embassy in New Delhi has prompted the Indian authorities to tighten
security at all important buildings and put airports on high alert, Interior Ministry Sources told
Sputnik on Friday.
* Everyone is safe at the Israeli embassy in New Delhi, Deputy Chief of Mission of Israel
Embassy Rony Yedidia told Sputnik shortly after the blast.
US-RUSSIA RELATIONS
The administration of President Joe Biden wants to have strategic stability conversations with
Russia, however, it also intends to impose costs on Moscow over its activities, White House
National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said on Friday.
* Sullivan said that relations between the United States and Russia will be "challenging and
difficult."
* The United States and Russia need to have sustained discussions on nuclear challenges that
fall outside of the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START), Sullivan said.
* The extension of the New START treaty meets Russia's national interests, allows maintaining
the predictability of strategic relations between Russia and the United States, and will also
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contribute to the development of the nuclear disarmament process, the Kremlin said in a
statement.
INTERNATIONAL TALKS ON SYRIA
* UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen intends to visit Damascus in the near future to
discuss the latest round of Syrian Constitutional Committee talks, which he has called a failure,
and to have meetings with guarantor states and possibly the new US administration.
* Pedersen confirmed that he was notified about an Astana format round of talks on the Syrian
peace that will take place in Russia’s Sochi in February.
* Pedersen said that the latest session of the Syrian Constitutional Committee was doomed to
fail if the participants did not change their approach.
LIBYA-RUSSIA RELATIONS
* Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov held talks with Ahmed Maiteeq, the deputy chairman
of the Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA), who is in Moscow on a working visit, and
said that Russian companies were ready to resume activities in Libya after the situation
normalizes, the Russian Foreign Ministry said.
* GNA expects to increase cooperation with Russia in oil sector, Maiteeq told Sputnik.
* GNA expects Russia and the new US administration to work together to help resolve the crisis
in Libya, deputy chair of the GNA, Ahmed Maiteeq, told Sputnik.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Texas Attorney General Probing Online Sites Over Limiting Services Amid GameStop Frenzy
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is investigating
several online trading platforms, including Robinhood, after users were limited access to the
stock market amid the GameStop frenzy, his office said on Friday.
"Attorney General Ken Paxton today issued 13 Civil Investigative Demands (CIDs) to Discord,
Robinhood Financial, Robinhood Markets, Robinhood Securities, Interactive Brokers, TD
Ameritrade, TD Bank, E-Trade, We Bull Financial, Public Holdings, M1 Holdings, Citadel
Financial, and Apex Clearing Corporation, regarding the prohibition of certain stock purchases,
requiring higher margin reserves for trading certain companies, and suspending chat platform
activity," Paxton's office said in a press release.
Small market participants have pushed shares of underperforming companies - GameStop,
AMC or Black Berry - to historic highs in a drive that some say is mobilized and coordinated via
social media platforms like Reddit. The rally resulted in multibillion losses for hedge funds, who
bet on the continued slump of reenergized shares.
Online broker Robinhood caused a major uproar by prohibiting small investors’ operations with
stocks affected by the frenzy. It later eased restrictions, but still does not not allow purchases of
fractional shares in GameStop and dozen of other companies.
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Earlier this week, a Discord server used by the WallStreetBets community, a Reddit forum
responsible for the populist-driven surge in Gamestop stocks, was banned with Discord alleging
that it had contained "hate speech."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canadian Judge Rejects Huawei CFO's Bid to Loosen Bail Restrictions - Reports
TORONTO, January 29 (Sputnik) - A Canadian judge has rejected Huawei Chief Financial
Officer Meng Wanzhou's bid to loosen her bail conditions, state broadcaster CBC reported on
Friday.
The Huawei executive, who is under house arrest in Vancouver awaiting extradition
proceedings, has sought the right to move around the area unescorted. The 48-year old, who is
fitted with an ankle bracelet, is currently free to travel in the region if accompanied by security
guards.
British Columbia Supreme Court Justice William Ehrcke said the conditions imposed on Meng
after her arrest in 2018 are necessary to ensure she remains in Canada throughout the legal
proceedings, the report said.
Meng’s lawyers argued that she has been cooperative during her two years of detention and
noted that the guards pose a threat of transmitting COVID-19 to Meng. However, Ehrcke ruled
that the Huawei executive's few ties to Canada and access to significant resources makes her a
flight risk, according to the report.
Meng is wanted by the US authorities for her alleged role in violating sanctions against Iran. The
US Justice Department alleges that Meng committed financial transgressions by misleading
multinational financial conglomerate, HSBC, into approving more than $100 million in
transactions that contravened US sanctions on Iran from 2010 to 2014.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
FBI Offering $100,000 for Information on Suspect Behind Pipe Bombs at DNC, RNC Statement
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The FBI is offering $100,000 for information about the
individual who placed pipe bombs at the Democratic National Committee (DNC) and the
Republican National Committee (RNC) a day before the Capitol siege, the agency said on
Friday.
"The FBI and ATF are offering a reward of up to $100,000 for information leading to the location,
arrest, and conviction of the person(s) responsible for the placement of pipe bombs in
Washington, DC, on January 5, 2021," the FBI said in a press release.
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The FBI said the suspect wore a grey hooded sweatshirt and Nike Air Max Speed Turf shoes in
yellow, black, and gray.
On January 6, thousands of pro-Trump supporters stormed the US Capitol building to stop
Congress from certifying President Joe Biden’s victory in the 2020 presidential election.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canada Suspends Flights to Mexico and Caribbean, Tightens COVID-19 Entry Requirements
TORONTO, January 29 (Sputnik) - Canada and its major national airlines are suspending
service to Mexico and the Caribbean to halt the spread of the novel coronavirus, Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said on Friday, subsequently announcing a host of additional entry requirements
in a bid to further discourage international travel to the country.
"The government and Canada's main airlines have agreed to suspend service to sun
destinations right away. Air Canada, WestJet, Sunwing and Air Transat are cancelling air
service to all Caribbean destinations and Mexico starting this Sunday up until April 30," Trudeau
told reporters.
Return flights for those who remain in the affected countries are being arranged, Trudeau said.
As part of the measures, all incoming international passenger flights must land at one of
country’s four main international airports located in Toronto, Montreal, Calgary and Vancouver
effective February 3.
In addition to having to produce a negative coronavirus test to board their flight, passengers
inbound to Canada will soon be required to test for the disease upon landing in Canada after
which they will be placed in a government-designated hotel while awaiting the test results at
their own expense, which is expected to exceed $1,565.
Those who test negative for the disease will be allowed to spend the rest of the 14-day
quarantine period at home, while those who test positive will be transferred to a state isolation
facility.
The plan is already being met with backlash, with the Canadian Constitution Foundation (CCF)
saying that hotel quarantine plan is violates citizen’s rights to mobility.
"Our Charter explicitly protects the right of Canadians to enter, remain in and leave Canada.
Imposing these quarantine prison hotels is a clear violation of the right of Canadians to enter
their own country," CCF Litigation Director, Christine Van Geyn said in a statement.
Trudeau added that his government plans to require a negative test result at the land border
with United States in the near future as well.
Speaking to reporters on Friday, Transport Minister Omar Alghabra said that the government is
working on an aid package for the airline industry that has been battered by restrictive
measures throughout the pandemic.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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Blinken, Qureshi Discuss How to Hold US Reporter’s Killers Accountable - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his Pakistani
counterpart discussed ways to ensure those responsible for the murder of American reporter
Daniel Pearl are held accountable, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said on Friday.
On Thursday, the Pakistan Supreme Court acquitted and ordered the release of the man
accused of beheading Pearl.
"Secretary Blinken and Foreign Minister [Shah Mahmood] Qureshi discussed how to ensure
accountability for convicted terrorist Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh and others responsible for the
kidnapping and murder of American journalist Daniel Pearl," Price said in a statement after the
phone call.
The White House, after the ruling, expressed outrage over the court's decision and called on
Islamabad to consider having the Sheikh tried in the US for murder.
Pearl, who was the Wall Street Journal's South Asia bureau chief, was abducted and beheaded
by Islamist militants in the southern Pakistani city of Karachi in 2002. Last year, Sheikh, who
was originally convicted and sentenced to death, had his sentence reduced to seven years in
jail after murder charges were dropped. Pakistan's government opposed the acquittal.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Blinken, India Foreign Minister Discuss Expanding Indo-Pacific Cooperation - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Indian
Minister of External Affairs Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar talked over the telephone about
strengthening collaboration in the Indo-Pacific region via the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(QUAD), the State Department said in a readout of the conversation on Friday.
"The Secretary underscored India’s role as a preeminent US partner in the Indo-Pacific and the
importance of working together to expand regional cooperation, including through the Quad,"
the readout said. "Both agreed to coordinate closely on global developments and look forward to
meeting in person at the earliest opportunity."
Blinken and Jaishankar also discussed the coronavirus vaccination efforts, regional
developments, as well as further steps in enhancing bilateral ties.
India and the United States have been deepening their defense partnership over the years amid
the rise of China in the Indo-Pacific region. The former Trump administration had friendly
relations with the current Indian government as did the Obama administration.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Man Charged With Conspiring to Export US Power Technology to China - Justice Dept.
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WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - A Chinese citizen faces federal charges that he plotted
over a three year period to evade US laws and export power amplifier technology to China, the
US Department of Justice announced in a press release on Friday.
"An indictment was unsealed this week charging Cheng Bo, also known as Joe Cheng, a
45-year-old national of the People’s Republic of China, with participating in a criminal
conspiracy from 2012-2015 to violate US export laws by shipping US power amplifiers to
China," the release said.
Cheng’s former employer, Avnet Asia Re., a Singapore-based company and global distributor
of electronic components and software, agreed to pay the US government a financial penalty of
$1,508,000 to settle criminal liability for the conduct of its former employees, including Cheng,
the Justice Department said.
"As part of a Non-Prosecution Agreement, Avnet Asia admitted responsibility for Cheng’s
...conspiracy to ship export-controlled US goods with potential military applications to China and
also for the criminal conduct of another former employee who, from 2007-2009, illegally caused
US goods to be shipped to China and Iran," the release said.
Also, on Friday, the US Commerce Department said Avnet Asia has agreed to pay an additional
$1,721,000 as part of a $3,229,000 administrative penalty to resolve violations of the Export
Administration Regulations, the Justice Department added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Former FBI Lawyer Gets Probation For Altering Russia Probe Documents - Judge
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - Former FBI lawyer Kevin Clinesmith received a year of
probation and 400 hours of community service for doctoring an email in order to get permission
to spy on a former Trump campaign adviser during the Russia investigation.
Clinesmith last August admitted in court that he altered an email from the CIA that investigators
used to seek court permission in 2017 for a secret wiretap on former Trump campaign adviser
Carter Page. The investigators were trying to uncover proof of collusion between Russia and the
Trump campaign in the 2016 election, but ultimately uncovered no evidence of such a
conspiracy.
"This conduct is the only stain on the defendant's character that I've been able to discern," US
District Judge James Boasberg. Clinesmith had already suffered from losing his career with the
FBI after his actions were exposed, Boasberg said.
Previously the US government and prosecutors had requested that Clinesmith receive
punishment within the upper to middle areas of sentencing guidelines which would have usually
required him to serve a relatively short sentence in federal prison.
"FISA [Federal Intelligence Surveillance Act]'s reputation has suffered from this incident. The
defendant's conduct undermined the integrity of the FISA process, Boasberg acknowledged.
Clinesmith altered an email to hide the fact that Page was in fact an "operational contact" for the
CIA who was providing information about his contacts with Russian intelligence officers to the
US intelligence agency.
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In his sentencing hearing, Clinesmith said he was "ashamed" of what he had done. Because of
the false and misleading information he forwarded, withholding any mention of Page's
relationship with the CIA, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court gave permission to the
Department of Justice to monitor his electronic communications.
Prosecutors said the court would have likely denied the request had they known of Page's
relationship with the CIA, as this would have explained his interactions with Russians.
Both the Trump campaign and Moscow have repeatedly denied allegations of collusion in the
2016 election.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Some in Law Enforcement Fear US Underestimating Threat of White Nationalism
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - US authorities must take White
nationalism and domestic terrorism more seriously as security threats and prepare for the
extremist violence that it sure to come, two former senior law enforcement officials told Sputnik.
On Wednesday, the US Homeland Security Department warned that domestic extremists
opposed to the presidential transition could continue to mobilize and commit violence,
emboldened by the January 6 breach of the US Capitol building.
EXTREMIST THREAT
White supremacist symbols were seen among the crowd of pro-Trump supporters who stormed
Capitol Hill on January 6. President Donald Trump was impeached on charges of inciting the riot
and faces a Senate trial in February. Trump, in denying the charges, said the speech he
delivered before the riots was appropriate.
Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP) Executive Director Diane Goldstein, a former
Lieutenant Commander at the Redondo Beach, California Police Department, said the scourge
of white supremacy is not being adequately addressed in the United States.
"Our biggest threat is domestic terrorism and white nationalism. We as Americans are not taking
the threat of white nationalism seriously," Goldstein said. "In the 1990s, the Aryan Brotherhood
and the Order were fomenting a lot of violence. Law enforcement took a real signature stand
and pushed these people back. That’s not occurring right now."
Former Seattle Police Chief Norm Stamper warned that the Capitol Hill riot was not an
aberration or anomaly.
"This is the first of others that we will see," Stamper said. "It’s very troubling when I look at the
future."
Stamper said the way security handled the onslaught was terribly neglectful and suggested that
the lax response was "deliberate on the part of many" given they had intelligence ahead of the
protest event. He said he always knew that far-right individuals have infiltrated police
departments and the military but expressed surprise at the extent of that infiltration.
"With regard to the Proud Boys, Oathkeepers and others in law enforcement and the military, I
know that the figure is much much greater than I thought 20 years ago," he said. "We’re not just
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talking about a handful of bad apples - this is a significant thread in law enforcement. They
should be prohibited from strapping on a gun."
Stamper was appalled at the way the rioters engaged at a subhuman level. The attack on
Congress, a 200-year old deliberative body, was unconscionable, he added, with rioters
invading the privacy of those in public office. They went through private desks and were peering
in drawers, Stamper recalled.
The former top police official believes Trump bears a great deal of responsibility for what
happened. Stamper accused Trump of being a white supremacist who "cheers on" police
brutality and racism.
"I’m absolutely convinced that Trump allowed cops to exercise their most basic instincts, say
what they want [and] do what they want," Stamper said.
The former police chief said racist and bigoted views are prevailing and the US must push back
against what is not fair and equitable.
Stamper indicated that far-left extremists like ANTIFA also pose a problem by trying to hijack the
Black Lives Matter movement and other social justice organizations.
WAKE UP CALL
Stamper, author of two books, including "Breaking Rank: A Top Cop's Expose of the Dark Side
of America's Police," said he hopes the riots serve as a "wake-up call." America, he said, is
going through a racial reckoning precipitated by several police involved killings of Blacks.
"White middle-class Americans are seeing what African Americans have been saying for
centuries," Stamper said. "If you only read about it [police cases] from the police chief or
spokesperson, whether it’s Tamir Rice. Eric Garner, Walter Scott, George Floyd or Sandra
Bland, you’re simply gonna get a simplistic and distorted view."
Stamper pointed out the video that went viral of Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin
kneeling on the neck of Floyd last May.
"And if you saw Officer Chauvin squeezing the life out of George Floyd, you can’t not be
affected by it," he said. "Yet some can see something like that and rationalize it. It was murder in
front of our very eyes."
People who had never taken part in a demonstration took to the streets, he noted.
"This is a symptom that cries out for a prescription. Change won't come next week but it will
come if we grow the base and sustain the protests," Stamper said.
WHERE DOES AMERICA GO FROM HERE?
The two law enforcement community leaders said the US government must conduct a thorough
investigation to identify rioters and any possible ties to lawmakers and administration officials
along with how and what transpired in the days leading up to the incident on Capitol Hill. The
probe, they said, can also identify those police and military involved with domestic extremist
groups and ensure all are held accountable.
Goldstein said some law enforcement departments are already starting internal investigations.
The Seattle Police Department, for example, put officers on administrative leave. The military,
she added, needs to be doing so as well.
"In order to hold people accountable, we have got to be transparent and engage in
investigations that affirm the facts of what occurred. There has to be an appropriate level of
accountability," she said.
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Goldstein said the incident exposes the pervasive nature of extremism while providing fodder for
diagnosis.
"I think we need to be very cognizant of the potential dangers. I don’t want to create fear but
don’t want to minimize what happened," she said. "I think you have to go back to many of the
basics and how we plan out for any type of big event like the Super Bowl and transition in
power. We have the system in place already. We have to use them and implement them"
People will continue to demonstrate, she added, but steps must be taken to prevent similar
situations. Critical threat assessments should be conducted in every single state, using local
and national resources, with incident commands, staging areas and meeting with organizers of
demonstrations, Goldstein added.
Above all, she said, police departments must better address hiring practices. All Americans in
society have to careful but "especially the police," she explained.
"We’re the only people, along with the military with the authority to kill people. We have got to
hire the best people who will support the ideals of our community," Goldstein concluded.
Earlier this week, Acting US Capitol Police Chief Yogananda Pittman told lawmakers that the
police failed to adequately prepare for the event despite knowing militia groups and white
supremacists organizations would be attending.
A senior Pentagon official earlier this month said the US Defense Department is currently
conducting a review of its policies concerning service members in domestic extremist groups so
that it can more effectively address the issue.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US, Russia Need Sustained Talks on Nuclear Challenges Outside New START - Sullivan
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The United States and Russia need to have sustained
discussions on nuclear challenges that fall outside of the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(New START) framework, US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said on Friday.
"It's the beginning of the story of what is going to have to be serious, sustained negotiations
around a whole set of nuclear challenges and threats that fall outside of the New START
agreement as well as other emerging security challenges as well," Sullivan said during a virtual
panel discussion with the US Institute of Peace.
Earlier on Friday, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed into law the act on the ratification of
the agreement to extend the New START for five years. Putin and US President Joe Biden
agreed during a telephone call on Tuesday to urgently extend the treaty.
Sullivan said the Biden administration wants to have talks on strategic stability with Russia, but
intends to impose costs on Moscow over its activities.
Sullivan also said that relations between the United States and Russia will be challenging and
difficult because Russia poses threats across multiple dimensions.
On Wednesday, Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said it is too early to speak of a reset in
US-Russia relations as the circumstances are not there yet, but both sides want to continue
dialogue.
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Russia to Visit Al-Hawi Camp in Syria to Repatriate Children - Rights Commissioner
UNITED NATIONS, January 29 (Sputnik) - Russia prepares to organize a trip to the Ai-Hawl
refugee camp in northeastern Syria to work on repatriating Russian children, Presidential
Commissioner for Children’s Rights Anna Kuznetsova said during an informal UN Security
Council meeting on Friday.
"Right now, we are preparing for our next trip to the Ai-Hawl camp. Of course, we are facing
various difficulties, but I'm sure that if we exchange our experience and pull our efforts together,
we will manage to carry out our shared task," Kuznetsova said.
The work to repatriate Russian children from the Al-Hawl camp did not stop during the
coronavirus pandemic and the documents of more than 100 children have already been
prepared to ensure their return home.
The Al-Hawl camp is located in the north of Syria controlled by the Arab-Kurdish Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF). The camp is home to 65,000-70,000 refugees, mostly women and
children from the families of militants from the Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia).
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
NATO Interested in Continuing Mission in Afghanistan, But Needs US Enablers - Ghani
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - NATO is willing to continue its mission in Afghanistan
but it needs US enablers to do so, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani said during an online event
by the Aspen Institute on Friday.
"NATO without US enablers cannot continue its mission," Ghani said. "So, it's a consensus. I’ve
spoken to Prime Minister of Australia, Prime Minister of Canada, Prime Minister of Norway,
Chancellor Merkel, the Secretary General. NATO is very much interested in continuing, but they
need US enablers."
Ghani pointed out that a number of troops must be present for the NATO mission in Afghanistan
to continue.
The United States has not yet decided on its troop presence in Afghanistan amid ongoing
negotiations with the Taliban movement and concerns over not meeting its commitments under
the peace agreement the two sides reached last February. The Defense Department has said
without the Taliban meeting its commitments, it would be hard to see a specific way forward
despite a looming deadline in May.
Earlier on Thursday, Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke over the telephone Ghani and
informed him that the United States has been reviewing the peace agreement it concluded with
the Taliban.
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However, White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said on Friday that the United
States will soon determine if the Taliban is meeting the terms of the peace agreement with the
United States that call for them breaking away from terrorist groups, reducing violence and
engaging in talks with Kabul.
The agreement also calls for the United States to withdraw troops in exchange for the Taliban
not allowing Afghanistan to become a terrorist safe haven.
The intra-Afghan peace negotiations began in September after the Taliban reached the peace
agreement with the United States in February.
Under the deal with the Taliban, the US should withdraw all troops from Afghanistan within 14
months, provided that the Taliban stops using Afghan territory for attacks on the United States,
its interests and allies.
On January 15, the Defense Department said the US military contingent in Afghanistan was
reduced to 2,500 troops under order of former President Donald Trump.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Focused on Dealing With Iran’s Advancement Toward Nuclear Weapon - Sullivan
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is prioritizing dealing with
Iran's progress towards achieving a nuclear weapon, US National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan said on Friday.
"From our perspective, a critical early priority has to be to deal with what is an escalating
nuclear crisis as they move closer and closer to having enough fissile material for a weapon,"
Sullivan said during a virtual panel discussion hosted by the US Institute of Peace.
The Biden administration would like to reestablish some of the constraints on Iran's nuclear
program that have fallen apart over the past two years, Sullivan said.
President Joe Biden has vowed to renter the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) after
his predecessor Donald Trump withdrew the United States from the accord and pursued a
"maximum pressure" campaign against Iran.
The agreement constrained Iranian nuclear activities in return for easing of sanctions.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Some 27,000 Children Stranded in Al-Hawl Camp in Syria - UN Counter-Terrorism Chief
UNITED NATIONS, January 29 (Sputnik) - UN Under-Secretary-General for Counter-Terrorism
Vladimir Voronkov said on Friday that some 27,000 children remain stranded in the Al-Hawl
refugee camp in northeastern Syria, despite the efforts undertaken over the past years to
repatriate them.
"The first efforts to repatriate children from Al-Hawl date back to 2017. Four years later, 27,000
remain stranded, abandoned to their fate, left to the probation of SSIL [the Islamic State terror
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group, banned in Russia],” Voronkov said during an informal meeting of the UN Security Council
on Friday.
The diplomat described the conditions in the Al-Hawl as “horrific,” adding that, in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the repatriation of children is among of the “most pressing” issues in the
world.
Voronkov explained that along with other camps in northeastern Syria, Al-Hawl is in particular in
harm's way - deprived of basic support, vulnerable to the probations of the Islamic State
enforcers and at risk of radicalization.
He further noted that refugee camps across northeastern Syrian and Iraq shelter children from
60 states, and it is the responsibility of their countries of origin to repatriate them.
"I urge all member states to fulfill their responsibilities and to ensure the protection and voluntary
repatriation of their children,” Voronkov stated.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Russia Urges Countries, UN to Cooperate in Repatriating Children in Conflict - Nebenzia
UNITED NATIONS, January 29 (Sputnik) - Russian Permanent Representative to the United
Nations Vassily Nebenzia on Friday called on the international community and U N agencies to
closely cooperate in supporting the repatriation of children stranded in conflict zones.
Earlier in the day, the Permanent Mission of Russia to the United Nations, the Permanent
Mission of Kazakhstan and the Office of Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict convened an informal Security Council meeting on children in
armed conflict.
"We call on the international community and the UN agencies to cooperate closely to support
repatriation, and reintegration of children from conflict zones," Nebenzia said during the
meeting.
The COVI D-19 pandemic has exacerbated the already dire situation of children and their
families in countries with ongoing hostilities, Nebeniza stated.
He stressed that UN member states have the duty under international law to repatriate their
nationals and prevent children from becoming stateless.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canada Tightens COVI D-19 Entry Requirements, Mandates Testing at Airports - Trudeau
TORONTO, January 29 (Sputnik) - Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said on Friday that
his government is introducing a host of new COVI D-19 entry requirements in a bid to curtail the
flow of travelers in and out of the country during the pandemic.
"As soon as possible, in the coming weeks, we will be introducing mandatory PCR testing at the
airport for people returning to Canada. Travelers will then have to wait for up to three days at an
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approved hotel for their test results, at their own expense, which is expected to be more than
C$2,000 [$1,565 USD]," Trudeau told reporters in Ottawa.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Says COVID-19 Relief Will Ensure Long-Term US Economic Prospects
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden on Friday reiterated calls for a
speedy congressional endorsement of his coronavirus relief plan, saying the measure is needed
to ensure GDP growth and the long-term economic prospects of the United States.
"It's not only that people will be badly, badly hurt if we don’t pass this package in terms of
increased rate of dead, in terms of poverty, the whole range of things. But we will also be hurt
long-term economically," Biden said in televised remarks during a meeting with Secretary Janet
Yellen. "We need to make these investments so the economy can grow for the remainder of this
year and next year."
Biden’s plan calls for a $1.9 trillion relief package to be approved by Congress as early as
February.
Biden explained that if Congress does not act in a timely manner, the United States can end up
with 4 million fewer jobs this year and it could take a year longer to return to full employment.
"The risk is not doing too much, the risk is not doing enough," Biden said.
Yellen said that last week’s layoffs data - over a million of people applying for employment
insurance - far exceeds the worst week of the Great Recession.
"Economists agree that if there no more help many more people will lose their small businesses,
the roofs over their heads and the ability to feed families. We need to help those people before
the virus is brought under control," she said.
Yellen praised Biden's relief plan for its potential to "help millions of people make it to the other
side of this pandemic," adding that it will provide for some smart investments to get the US
economy back on track.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UN Chief Hopes Biden Rescinds Cuba’s State Sponsor of Terrorism Designation - Spokesman
UNITED NATIONS, January 29 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres expressed
his hope that the new US administration of President Joe Biden would reconsider Cuba's
designation as a State Sponsor of Terrorism, UN spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a
press briefing on Friday.
Dujarric said that on January 26, Guterres held a meeting with Cuba’s Permanent
Representative to the United Nations Pedro Luis Pedroso Cuesta, during which the two officials
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discussed the designation announced by the US Department of State under the previous
administration of President Donald Trump.
"I can tell you that they discussed the inclusion of Cuba on the US State Department's list of
State Sponsors of Terrorism," Dujarric said. "The Secretary-General expressed his
disagreement and hope that the new US administration would consider rescinding the listing."
1/29/2021 8:34:32 PM +03:00
White House Security Adviser Says US to Impose Costs on Russia for 'Aggressive' Actions
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The administration of President Joe Biden wants to have
strategic stability conversations with Russia, however, it also intends to impose costs on
Moscow over its activities, White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said on Friday.
"We also very much need to deal with the fundamental question of strategic stability between
two significant nuclear powers," Sullivan said at a virtual panel. "We will have to be able to
impose costs and consequences for Russia’s aggressive behavior and threats to the United
States and our allies and at the same time be able to have credible serious clear-eyed
negations with them on hard strategic stability issues."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US, Russia Need Sustained Talks on Nuclear Challenges Outside New START - Sullivan
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The United States and Russia need to have sustained
discussions on nuclear challenges that fall outside of the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(New START), US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said on Friday.
"It's the beginning of the story of what is going to have to be serious, sustained negotiations
around a whole set of nuclear challenges and threats that fall outside of the New START
agreement as well as other emerging security challenges as well," Sullivan said during a virtual
panel discussion with the US Institute of Peace.
Earlier in the day, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed the law on the ratification of the
agreement extending the New START for 5 years.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canada Suspends Flights to Mexico, Caribbean Countries Until April 30 - Trudeau
TORONTO, January 29 (Sputnik) - Canada and its major national airlines are suspending
service to Mexico and the Caribbean to halt the spread of COVID-19, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said on Friday.
"The government and Canada’s main airlines have agreed to suspend service to sun
destinations right away. Air Canada, WestJet, Sunwing and Air Transat are cancelling air
service to all Caribbean destinations and Mexico starting this Sunday up until April 30," Trudeau
told reporters.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/01 /2021 11:58:35 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/01/2021 11:58:35 AM

1/29/2021 8:16:42 PM +03:00
Biden's National Security Advisor Says US-Russia Relations Will Be 'Difficult’
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan said on Friday that relations between the United States and Russia will be "challenging
and difficult."
"On Russia, you know, President Biden takes a clear eyed hard edit practical approach to this
relationship. It is going to be challenging and difficult because Russia poses threats across
multiple dimensions and part of our inheritance," Sullivan said.
The National Security Advisor also said the Biden administration is having to deal with how to
respond effectively to some of the threats and challenges.
1/29/2021 8:09:06 PM +03:00
US, Russia need to have serious sustained talks around a set of nuclear challenges and threats
that fall outside of new start agreement - Sullivan
Sputnik
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden to Sign Executive Order on Immigration System Tuesday - White House
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will sign an executive order
later on Tuesday to overhaul the United States' immigration system, White House spokesperson
Jen Psaki told reporters.
"On Tuesday, President Biden will deliver remarks and sign an executive order, advancing the
priority to modernize our immigration system," Psaki said during a press briefing on Friday.
Psaki noted that Biden has a personal commitment to reunite separated migrant families and
will announce launch of task force to achieve this goal.
"The taskforce will be led by Secretary of Homeland Security [Alejandro Mayorkasj once he is
confirmed," Psaki said.
The White House was hoping to establish of the task force by the end of this week, but the
delay of Mayorkas' nomination in the US Senate forced to change that plan, Psaki added.
1/29/2021 8:03:50 PM +03:00
Biden administration wants to hold strategic stability talks with Russia but will continue to
impose costs over ’aggressive behavior' - Sullivan
Sputnik
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Appoints Former Obama Aide Robert Malley as US Envoy for Iran - White House
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WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden appointed Robert Malley, the
architect of the 2015 Iranian nuclear agreement, as Special Envoy for Iran, White House
spokesperson Jen Psaki told reporters on Friday,
"I believe it was announced this morning. Yes, I guess, I can confirm it here too for you,” Psaki
said during a daily briefing when asked to confirm Malley’s appointment.
Malley was in charge of the Middle East desk at the National Security Council under President
Barack Obama. He led the US negotiating team that formulated the 2015 nuclear agreement
with Iran, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). The agreement
constrained Iranian nuclear activities in return for easing of sanctions.
Biden vows to renter the JCPOA after his predecessor Donald Trump withdrew the United
States from the accord and pursued a "maximum pressure" campaign against Iran.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
SEC Says Monitoring Stocks Volatility Amid Private Buying Frenzy
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
said on Friday that it continues to monitor a showdown between individual investors and
professional short-sellers and vowed to review possible attempts to "unduly inhibit the ability" of
the former to trade certain stocks while threatening action against "abusive and manipulative
trading."
Small market participants have pushed shares of underperforming companies - GameStop,
AMC or Black Berry - to historic highs in a drive that some say is mobilized and coordinated via
social media platforms like Reddit. The rally resulted in multibillion losses for hedge funds, who
bet on the continued slump of reenergized shares.
"The Commission is closely monitoring and evaluating the extreme price volatility of certain
stocks’ trading prices over the past several days. Our core market infrastructure has proven
resilient under the weight of this week’s extraordinary trading volumes," SEC said in a
statement.
Online broker Robinhood caused a major uproar by prohibiting small investors’ operations with
stocks affected by the frenzy. It later eased restrictions, but still does not not allow purchases of
fractional shares in GameStop and dozen of other companies.
Meanwhile, social media company Face book banned the "Robinhood Stock Traders Group"
with 157,000 members citing "adult sexual exploitation" without elaborating. The group has no
formal affiliation with the stock trading application that froze stock purchases for GameStop and
the other companies yesterday.
Earlier this week, a Discord server used by the WallStreetBets community, a Reddit forum
responsible for the populist-driven surge in Gamestop stocks, was banned with Discord alleging
that it had contained “hate speech.”
"The Commission will closely review actions taken by regulated entities that may disadvantage
investors or otherwise unduly inhibit their ability to trade certain securities," the statement said.
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SEC also promised to take action to protect retail investors when the facts demonstrate abusive
or manipulative trading activity that is prohibited by the federal securities laws.
"Market participants should be careful to avoid such activity. Likewise, issuers must ensure
compliance with the federal securities laws for any contemplated offers or sales of their own
securities," the statement said.
GameStop and AMC shares jumped another 78 and 60 percent respectively in early Friday
trading, bolstered by Robinhood’s backtracking.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Administration Reviewing US-China Trade Deal - White House
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration will conduct a review of the
US-China trade deal as part of its review of the Trump administration's China policy, White
House press secretary Jen Psaki said during a press conference on Friday.
"Everything that the past administration has put in place is under review, as it relates to our
national security approach, so I would not assume things are moving forward," Psaki said when
asked if President Joe Biden viewed Trump's trade deal with China as still being in effect.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Administration Reviewing China Policy 'From Position of Strength' - White House
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration will conduct a review of the
Trump administration’s China policy and will do so from a position of strength, White House
press secretary Jen Psaki said during a press briefing on Friday.
"The national security team, the newly confirmed Secretary of State [Antony Blinkenj, President
[Joe] Biden are all reviewing all aspects of our national security approach, including, certainly,
our relationship with China,” Psaki told reporters. “We are focused on approaching that
relationship from a position of strength."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Urged Putin to Release Opposition Figure Navalny - White House
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden called on his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin to release detained opposition figure Alexey Navalny, White House
spokeswoman Jan Psaki told reporters on Friday.
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“Yes, as we have said publicly, our team has repeatedly called for [Navalny's release] through
the course of the last several weeks,” Psaki said during a daily briefing when asked if Biden
specifically called on Putin to release Navalny.
"In terms of the specifics of the conversation, I don’t have any more details for you on that,”
Psaid added.
Both leaders had their first conversation last week since Biden assuming office.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Extends Temporary Protected Status for Syrian Nationals Through September 2022 - DHS
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The US government has prolonged the Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) for eligible Syrian nationals in the United States through September of
next year, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said in a release on Friday.
"Today, DHS Acting Secretary [David] Pekoske announced an 18-month extension and
re-designation of Syria’s Temporary Protected Status (TPS) designation," the release said. "This
action enables over 6,700 eligible Syrian nationals (and individuals without nationality who last
resided in Syria) to retain their TPS through September 2022 and allows approximately 1,800
additional individuals to file initial applications to obtain such status."
DHS explained that Pekoske made the decision after consulting with inter-agency partners and
thorough consideration of Syria’s present conditions.
"The Syrian civil war continues to demonstrate deliberate targeting of civilians, the use of
chemical weapons and irregular warfare tactics and use of child soldiers," the release said. "The
war has also caused sustained need for humanitarian assistance, an increase in refugees and
displaced people, food insecurity, limited access to water and medical care, and large-scale
destruction of Syria’s infrastructure. These conditions prevent Syrian nationals from safely
returning."
The DHS also said that Syrian nationals who entered the United States after August 1,2016
and are otherwise eligible may register as well.
The DHS Secretary will make the next decision to extend or terminate the designation for Syria
on or before July 31,2022, according to the release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden on Tuesday to Sign Executive Order on Immigration System - White House
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US President Joseph Biden on Tuesday will sign an
executive order to overhaul the country's immigration system, White House spokesperson Jen
Psaki told reporters on Friday.
"On Tuesday, President Biden will deliver remarks and sign an executive order, advancing the
priority to modernize our immigration system,” Psaki said during a press briefing.
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This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Congress Approval Rating With US Public Rises to 25% in January - Poll
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The US public's approval rating of Congress has risen
by 10 percent, but that still only brings it to 25 percent, a new opinion poll from the Gallup
organization stated in a news release on Friday.
"Twenty-five percent of Americans approve of the way Congress is handling its job in Gallup's
January 4-15 update, a 10-percentage-point increase from December and the highest
congressional approval rating since early in the coronavirus pandemic," Gallup said in the
release.
The improvement in Congress' public approval rating came after the House of Representatives
and the Senate passed a coronavirus relief package that then-President Donald Trump later
signed into law in late December. The poll was conducted during and after Democrats won
control of the Senate with two election wins in Georgia.
"It is unclear to what extent each of these events led to a higher job approval rating for
Congress, though the institution did receive a similar boost in approval after passing the last
major coronavirus relief package in late March," Gallup said.
The poll was also conducted in part after protesters broke into the US Capitol on January 6 but
it was largely completed by the time the House of Representatives voted on January 13 to
impeach Trump on charges of incitement of insurrection for his actions leading up to the Capitol
Hill entry.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights to Visit Venezuela From February 1-12 - OHCHR
UNITED NATIONS, January 29 (Sputnik) - United Nations Special Rapporteur on human rights
and unilateral coercive measures Alena Douhan will travel to Venezuela on February 1-12 to
assess the impact of unilateral sanctions, the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) said in a statement on Friday.
“I want to examine, in the spirit of co-operation and dialogue, whether and to what extent the
adoption, maintenance or implementation of sanctions hinders the full realization of the human
rights of individuals," Douhan said in the statement. “I will focus in particular on any negative
impact that sanctions may have on the enjoyment of all human rights in Venezuela."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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RPT - ISS Crew Member Reveals Difficulties of Filming Virtual Reality Documentary in Space
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The crew on the International Space Station (ISS) has
faced unique challenges while producing a new virtual reality documentary although factors
such as weightlessness have also provided an advantage, Russian cosmonaut and ISS
engineer Sergey Kud-Sverchkov told Sputnik.
In December, Russia’s Space Agency Roscosmos announced it is producing a documentary
series - together with Canada’s Felix & Paul Studios - called "Space Explorers: The ISS
Experience," in a virtual reality format. The studio said filming will run through the first quarter of
2021
"A peculiarity of filming in space is that the professionals who make films and write scripts have
never been to the station, and we, the cosmonauts, have never done professional filming,"
Kud-Sverchkov said. "In this environment, it is important to have a clear understanding of what
should be the result... We have to pay close attention to all the recommendations for shooting,
the text, the filming process itself, the correct placement and settings of the equipment, the
location of objects and people in the shot."
Due to the tight cosmonauts' schedule, Kud-Sverchkov continued to say, there is often only one
take possible. However, the environment also can provide some benefits.
"Here, weightlessness helped us: the camera could even be placed on the ceiling, and after
installation it was not necessary to bypass it, as on Earth," Kud-Sverchkov said.
Kud-Sverchkov noted that Russian crew members, including himself, and the expedition
commander, Roscosmos cosmonaut Sergei Ryzhikov, have taken part in the filming, while their
American colleagues helped them install the camera on every shooting day.
"The location for the camera is a negotiated decision," the cosmonaut explained. "Depending on
the plot, on a specific day of shooting, the location was proposed by the director and the
creative team, then the possibility of installing the camera in a specific location was evaluated
by technical specialists on Earth, but the final decision was made depending on the real
situation here at the station."
A unique, specially produced camera is used that has the capability to film in space in a
360-degree format, he added.
"After installing and turning on, the camera stood in the Russian segment of the ISS for several
hours and continuously filmed everyday life: whether it was experiments, communication,
training or eating," he said.
Kud-Sverchkov said the task of the virtual reality format is to transfer the viewer to the station in
order to experience the life of cosmonauts.
"During the cosmonaut expedition, a significant part of the time is spent on performing
experiments. During the past filming days, we filmed three experiments, and also talked about
the 3D Bioprinter, thanks to which in the future it will be possible to grow human organs and
tissues or, for example, meat for food," he said.
Kud-Sverchkov also underscored that in addition to work, the ISS is a real "space house", and
everyday episodes are part of a plot for filming. When asked why such a project as this
documentary is interesting to him, Kud-Sverchkov said that he thinks it is important that more
people learn about the ISS itself.
.
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"After all, the ISS is a unique example of how people from different countries work together,
creating new models of space technology, testing new technologies, and making scientific
discoveries," he said. "The use of 3D technologies in the new multimedia project and the
creation of the effect of presence makes it possible, albeit virtually, to see the station through
the eyes of a cosmonaut, to see how we live and work in space."
He said it is also important that the ISS experience project is international.
"Both adults and, even more importantly, children in Russia and around the world will be able to
feel themselves cosmonauts without going into space," Kud-Sverchkov concluded.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
RPT - Police Arrest Armed Man Near US Capitol - Spokesperson
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - An armed resident of the state of West Virginia has
been arrested near the US Capitol, Washington DC Metropolitan Police spokesperson told
Sputnik.
"Arrested was 71 year-old Dennis Westover, of South Charleston, West Virginia," the
spokesperson said Thursday.
The US Capitol Police (USCP) said in a statement that the incident occurred on Wednesday
afternoon when a man exited his vehicle near the US Congress complex.
"The USCP Officer made contact with the suspect and asked if there was a gun in the vehicle,
to which the suspect advised there was a pistol in the center console. The suspect was placed
under arrest and transported to headquarters for processing," the statement said.
The man charged with carrying a pistol without a license, possession of unregistered
ammunition, and unlawful possession of a firearm, the statement added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Defense Secretary Discusses Pandemic, Mideast With French Counterpart - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - New US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin discussed
Middle East issues, the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq and the ongoing global COVID-19
pandemic with French Minister of the Armed Forces Florence Parly in a telephone conversation,
Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby said in a readout.
"Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin III spoke by phone today with French Minister of the Armed
Forces Florence Parly," Kirby said on Thursday. "[They]... discussed security and stability in
Africa, the need for continued vigilance against terrorism, the pandemic, and the situation in Iraq
and Afghanistan as well as the broader Middle East."
Earlier, Kirby said the United States had not decided on its force presence in Afghanistan as it
was worried about Taliban failure to abide by commitments.
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The two defense leaders, the release added, agreed on the importance of cooperation in
fighting terrorism in the Sahel and discussed shared interests in the Indo-Pacific region.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Justice Dept. Probing SpaceX Over Hiring Discrimination Complaint - Reports
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The US Justice Department has opened an investigation
into whether SpaceX engages in employment discrimination against non-US citizens, CNBC
reported.
The report on Thursday said the Justice Department's division of Immigrant and Employee
Rights received a complaint in May accusing SpaceX of discriminating against non-US citizens
in its hiring.
Moreover, SpaceX failed to comply with a subpoena for document related to the company's
hiring practices, the report said.
The Justice Department is asking a court to order SpaceX to comply with the subpoena within
two weeks, the report added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Pelosi Says Received Briefing on US Capitol Security Review in Light of January 6 Riot
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said she has received a briefing on the early assessment of the security infrastructure in place
on Capitol Hill that was conducted in light of the January 6 riot.
"I was pleased to be briefed on the General’s initial assessment which covered operational
readiness, inter-agency cooperation, security infrastructure and the morale and readiness of
institutional staff," Pelosi said in a statement on Thursday.
Pelosi had directed a task force, led by retired Lt. Gen. Russel Honore, to review the Capitol Hill
security infrastructure, command and control, interagency procedures and training exercises,
the release noted.
The review was launched January 22 and will conclude by at least March 5, according to the
release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Police Chief Proposes Permanent Fence Around US Capitol After January 6 Incident
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WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - Acting chief of US Capitol Police Yogananda Pittman
called for making the fence recently put around the seat of the national legislature permanent
and for back-up forces to prevent threats to the security of the building.
"In light of recent events, I can unequivocally say that vast improvements to the physical
security infrastructure must be made to include permanent fencing, and the availability of ready,
back-up forces in close proximity to the Capitol," Pittman said in a statement on Thursday.
On January 6, a group of supporters of former President Donald Trump entered the US Capitol
to protest the lawmakers accepting the electoral slates from several US states that Trup claims
were invalid and robbed him of election victory. In the melee outside the building, three people
died, including an Air Force veteran and Trump supporter who was shot by police.
Pittman said that an insufficient security of the building has been for years viewed as an issue
with specific recommendations for a permanent perimeter fence dating back to as early as
2006.
The January 6 incident marked the most significant breach of US Capitol grounds since the
British set fire to it in 1814.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Democrats in House, Senate Mull Limits on Financial Markets, 'Predatory' Hedge Funds
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The chairs of US House and Senate committees that
oversee financial markets announced hearings on rule-breaking by Wall Street investors and
hedge fund managers that profit by short sales of securities they do not own, Congresswoman
Maxine Waters and Senator Sherrod Brown said in separate social media posts.
"We must deal with the hedge funds whose unethical conduct directly led to the recent market
volatility and we must examine the market in general and how it has been manipulated by
hedge funds and their financial partners to benefit themselves while others pay the price, US
House Financial Chairwoman Waters said in her post on Thursday.
Waters added that private hedge funds “engaging in predatory short selling must be stopped.’’
A short sale takes place when an investor signs a contract to sell something he or she does not
own and plans to purchase later when prices fall. It is essentially a bet that the price of a stock
or other security will drop.
Brown post was more succinct, denouncing Wall Street as a bad place where people “only care
about the rules when they’re the ones being hurt.”
Brown, who chairs the Senate Banking Committee, and Waters both announced plans to hold
oversight hearings - typically a first step in drafting legislation.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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Guterres Welcomes Biden's Decision to Restore Funding to UN Population Fund - Statement
UNITED NATIONS, January 29 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres welcomed
the announcement by the administration of US President Joe Biden to restore funding to the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).
Earlier on Thursday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that Biden signed a
memorandum revoking the so-called Mexico City Policy that prohibits federal funds to aid
non-governmental groups promoting abortion as a method of family planning. Pursuant to the
decision, Washington said it will contribute $32.5 million in 2021 million to support the work of
UNFPA.
"I welcome the announcement of the Biden-Harris Administration to restore funding to the UN
Population Fund," Guterres said in a statement on Thursday. "The decision will transform and
save women’s and girls' lives across the world."
The UN chief also hailed Biden’s announcement to rescind the Mexico City Policy, introduced
by the former administration of President Donald Trump, saying that the policy had led to the
defending of reproductive health services globally, along with broader health services in the
middle of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Guterres added that these decisions send a powerful message to women across the globe that
their rights matter.
In 2017, the Trump administration decided to halt funding for the UNFPA, saying that the
agency supports or participates in the management of a program of coercive abortion or
involuntary sterilization in China.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Trump Commits to Help Elect Republicans in 2022 House, Senate Races - Congressman
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - Former President Donald Trump has promised to
campaign for Republican candidates running for the US House of Representatives and the
Senate in the midterm elections of November 2022, House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy
said in a statement.
"Today, President Trump committed to helping elect Republicans in the House and Senate in
2022," McCarthy said on Thursday. "For the sake of our country, the radical Democrat agenda
must be stopped."
Polls show Trump has retained the enthusiastic support of his Republican base despite losing
the November 2020 presidential election to President Joe Biden - an outcome he continues to
dispute.
"House Republicans and the Trump administration achieved historic results for all Americans.
We were able to do this because we listened to and understood the concerns of our fellow
citizens that had long been ignored. As a result, House Republicans defied the experts and the
media by expanding our growing coalition across the country," McCarthy said.
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McCarthy accused the Democrats who now control both chambers of Congress of putting
forward a divisive agenda, including impeaching Trump after he had become a private citizen
and destroying blue-collar energy jobs.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Defense Chief to Review Domestic Extremism Within Ranks - Press Secretary
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Joint Chiefs of
Staff Chairman Mark Milley will review the issue of domestic extremism in the military, Pentagon
Press Secretary John Kirby told reporters.
"He [Austin] and Chairman Milley have spoken about this particular issue and they both
expressed their commitment to trying to get after it to find the best way forward to understand
the scope of the problem inside the ranks," Kirby said during a press briefing on Thursday.
Kirby added that both leaders also talked about how to deal with the behavior and conduct
driven by extremist beliefs in the ranks.
Last year, the US authorities found that 68 service members had ties to domestic extremism,
Kirby said.
Investigations into the incident at the US Capitol on January 6 revealed several former service
members took part in it.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
General Motors Sets 2040 Target Date to Achieve Global Carbon Neutrality
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - US and global auto giant General Motors (GM)
announced plans to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2040, primarily by expanding
production of battery powered electric vehicles.
"General Motors is committed to reaching carbon neutrality in its global products and operations
by 2040, supported by a commitment to science-based targets," a company press release said
on Thursday.
The strategy is based on a transition to battery powered electric vehicles, other zero-emissions
vehicle technology, sourcing renewable electricity and leveraging minimal offsets, the release
said.
By 2035, the company plans to eliminate all tailpipe emissions from "new light duty vehicles,"
presumably a reference to cars and possibly small trucks, the release also said.
GM said it will offer 30 all-electric models globally by mid-decade and 40 percent of the
company’s US models offered will be battery electric vehicles by the end of 2025, the release
added.
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The company said it will invest $27 billion in electric and autonomous vehicles in the next five
years, an increase from $20 billion planned before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic,
according to the release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Pentagon Received FEMA Request to Assist in Vaccine Distribution - Press Secretary
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department has received a request
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to assist with the distribution of
novel coronavirus vaccines throughout the United States, Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby
said.
"On the FEMA request, we are in receipt of a request by FEMA for Defense Department
capabilities to assist in vaccine distribution," Kirby said during a press briefing on Thursday.
Kirby said he could not go into further detail about what the request entails.
The Biden administration aims to have 100 federally-backed coronavirus vaccination centers
throughout the United States by the end of January.
President Joe Biden has said he wants to have 100 million vaccinations administered within his
first 100 days in office.
The United States has reported more than 25.6 million cases of the novel coronavirus and more
than 431,000 virus-related deaths as of Thursday afternoon, according to the Johns Hopkins
University.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Three New COVID-19 Variants Circulate in 14 Countries in the Americas - Health Agency
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - Three coronavirus mutated strains now active in the
Western Hemisphere pose a threat of heightened contagion and severity of COVID-19, the
UN-affiliated Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) said.
One of the three variants first appeared in the United Kingdom and another in South Africa,
PAHO said in a press release on Thursday.
"The two variants detected in the United Kingdom so far do not appear to have generated
community transmission in the region of the Americas," PAHO Incident Manager Sylvain
Aldighieri said. "So far, cases appear to be limited to people traveling from the two countries or
connected to people traveling from those countries."
The third variant, detected in the state of Amazonas, Brazil, is most prevalent locally and
researchers have recently suggested a causal link with recent increases in COVID-19
hospitalization in the city of Manus, PAHO said.
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The UK and South African mutations appear to pose a higher risk of death than the original
virus from China, according to recent research cited by the PAHO. Media reports indicate that
both also are more contagious.
Two approved US vaccines - Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech - create an immunity to both
strains, according to both companies, which also say they are developing booster shots that
could be needed for future mutations.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
White House Outraged With Pakistan Supreme Court Decision to Acquit Killer of US Reporter
WASHINGTON, January 28 (Sputnik) - The United States is outraged with the Pakistani
Supreme Court decision to acquit UK citizen of Pakistani origin Omar Saeed Sheikh and other
suspects accused of decapitating US journalist Daniel Pearl in 2002, White House press
secretary Jen Psaki said on Thursday.
"The United States is outraged by the Pakistani Supreme Court’s decision to affirm the
acquittals of those responsible for Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl’s kidnapping and
brutal murder, which shocked the world’s conscience in 2002," Psaki told reporters.
Psaki said that Pakistani authorities have pursued justice for the slain reporter, but called on
Islamabad to consider other legal options, including having Sheikh tried for murder in the United
States.
The United States is committed to holding those responsible for Pearl’s murder accountable,
Psaki added.
The acquittal also drew condemnation from the non-governmental organization Reporters
Without Borders.
Daniel Pearl, who was the Wall Street Journal's South Asia bureau chief, was abducted and
beheaded by Islamist militants in the southern Pakistani city of Karachi when he was covering
terrorist networks in the country. Four men, including Sheikh, were arrested and convicted of
kidnapping and murdering the journalist.
Sheikh was sentenced to death in 2002, but the sentence was overturned in April 2020, when
the Sindh High Court in Karachi lifted all charges except for the kidnapping, which is punishable
by seven years imprisonment in Pakistan. Three other suspects, who were sentenced to life
imprisonment in 2002, also had their convictions overturned in April. The Pakistani authorities,
however, used emergency detention powers to keep the four in jail.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Yet to Decide on Presence in Afghanistan, Still Involved in Taliban Talks - Pentagon
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WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The United States has not yet decided on its troop
presence in Afghanistan amid ongoing talks with the Taliban and concerns over the group's
failure to meet its commitments, Defense Department Press Secretary John Kirby told reporters.
"There hasn’t been any decision made now about what that force presence is going to look like
going forward," Kirby said on Thursday.
Kirby also said the US is still involved in trying to get a negotiated settlement with the Taliban
but is concerned the group is failing to meet its commitments.
Kirby pointed out that there is looming deadline as of early May, and stressed that without the
Taliban meeting their commitments, it is hard to see a specific way forward.
"But we are still committed to that, there is no question about that," Kirby said.
The State Department said earlier in the day that US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke
over the telephone with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and informed him that the United States
has been reviewing the agreement it concluded with the Taliban.
On Friday, the White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said the United States will
determine if the Taliban is meeting terms of the agreement that call for the insurgents to break
away from terrorist groups, reduce violence and engage in talks with Kabul.
The agreement also calls for the United States to withdraw troops in exchange for the Taliban
not allowing Afghanistan to become a terrorist safe haven.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) US FOREIGN POLICY DEVELOPMENTS
* The United States continues to be engaged in trying to reach a negotiated settlement in
Afghanistan but believes the Taliban has not met its commitments under the peace agreement,
Defense Department Press Secretary John Kirby told reporters on Thursday.
* The Biden administration will conduct a review of the Trump administration’s Cuba policy to
ensure it is aligned with US objectives but will pursue its own path, White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki told reporters.
* The United States will continue to convey to Russia at many levels its concerns related to the
arrest of opposition figure Alexey Navalny, Psaki said.
* US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio discussed the
Washington-Rome cooperation on the situation in Libya, State Department said in a readout.
ARMENIA PROTESTS
* Protesters in the Armenian capital of Yerevan gathered near the office of the prosecutor
general on Wednesday and called for Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan to be arrested, a Sputnik
correspondent reported on Thursday.
DEADLY CHEMICAL LEAK IN GEORGIA
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* At least five individuals have died and ten others were injured following a liquid nitrogen leak at
a food processing plant in the US state of Georgia, Hall County Fire Services official Zach
Brackett said on Thursday,
CORONAVIRUS THERAPIES
* Russia has developed a new test that can distinguish the "regular" coronavirus from a virus
with new mutations, Popova said.
* Up to 25 percent of Russians have antibodies specific to the coronavirus, Russian public
health chief Anna Popova said.
* The US state of South Carolina has confirmed the first two known cases in the United States
of the South African novel coronavirus strain, the state's Health Department said in a press
release on Thursday.
US ECONOMY
* The US economy shrank 3.5 percent in 2020 as the coronavirus pandemic measures
continued to take their toll on the country, the Commerce Department said on Thursday.
* The US trade deficit in goods narrowed by $3 billion, or about 3.5 percent, in December to
reach $82.5 billion, data from the Commerce Department’s Census Bureau showed.
* US weekly jobless claims fell more than 7 percent last week, registering their second weekly
decline as the labor market and economy continued to struggle from the coronavirus pandemic,
Labor Department data showed.
SOCIAL NETWORKS ROLE IN RUSSIA RALLIES
* The Kremlin believes that social networks should not become a platform for promoting
unauthorized rallies, spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on Thursday.
* Both foreign and Russian social networks have started actively removing calls on teenagers to
participate in unauthorized rallies, in compliance with the prosecutors' requirement, Russian
media watchdog Roskomnadzor said.
* As many as 267 people were held administratively liable for violations committed during the
unauthorized rallies in Moscow on January 23, and 110 of them were placed under arrest, the
Russian interior Ministry told Sputnik.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
ISS Crew Member Reveals Difficulties of Filming Virtual Reality Documentary in Space
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The crew on the International Space Station (ISS) has
faced unique challenges while producing a new virtual reality documentary although factors
such as weightlessness have also provided an advantage, Russian cosmonaut and ISS
engineer Sergey Kud-Sverchkov told Sputnik.
In December, Russia’s Space Agency Roscosmos announced it is producing a documentary
series - together with Canada's Felix & Paul Studios - called "Space Explorers: The ISS
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Experience," in a virtual reality format. The studio said filming will run through the first quarter of
2021
"A peculiarity of filming in space is that the professionals who make films and write scripts have
never been to the station, and we, the cosmonauts, have never done professional filming,"
Kud-Sverchkov said. "In this environment, it is important to have a clear understanding of what
should be the result... We have to pay close attention to all the recommendations for shooting,
the text, the filming process itself, the correct placement and settings of the equipment, the
location of objects and people in the shot."
Due to the tight cosmonauts' schedule, Kud-Sverchkov continued to say, there is often only one
take possible. However, the environment also can provide some benefits.
"Here, weightlessness helped us: the camera could even be placed on the ceiling, and after
installation it was not necessary to bypass it, as on Earth," Kud-Sverchkov said.
Kud-Sverchkov noted that Russian crew members, including himself, and the expedition
commander, Roscosmos cosmonaut Sergei Ryzhikov, have taken part in the filming, while their
American colleagues helped them install the camera on every shooting day.
"The location for the camera is a negotiated decision," the cosmonaut explained. "Depending on
the plot, on a specific day of shooting, the location was proposed by the director and the
creative team, then the possibility of installing the camera in a specific location was evaluated
by technical specialists on Earth, but the final decision was made depending on the real
situation here at the station."
A unique, specially produced camera is used that has the capability to film in space in a
360-degree format, he added.
"After installing and turning on, the camera stood in the Russian segment of the ISS for several
hours and continuously filmed everyday life: whether it was experiments, communication,
training or eating," he said.
Kud-Sverchkov said the task of the virtual reality format is to transfer the viewer to the station in
order to experience the life of cosmonauts.
"During the cosmonaut expedition, a significant part of the time is spent on performing
experiments. During the past filming days, we filmed three experiments, and also talked about
the 3D Bioprinter, thanks to which in the future it will be possible to grow human organs and
tissues or, for example, meat for food," he said.
Kud-Sverchkov also underscored that in addition to work, the ISS is a real "space house", and
everyday episodes are part of a plot for filming. When asked why such a project as this
documentary is interesting to him, Kud-Sverchkov said that he thinks it is important that more
people learn about the ISS itself.
"After all, the ISS is a unique example of how people from different countries work together,
creating new models of space technology, testing new technologies, and making scientific
discoveries," he said. "The use of 3D technologies in the new multimedia project and the
creation of the effect of presence makes it possible, albeit virtually, to see the station through
the eyes of a cosmonaut, to see how we live and work in space."
He said it is also important that the ISS experience project is international.
"Both adults and, even more importantly, children in Russia and around the world will be able to
feel themselves cosmonauts without going into space," Kud-Sverchkov concluded.
.
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Biden Administration Wants to Ensure Undocumented Immigrants Get Vaccine - White House
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is intent on ensuring that all
persons residing in the United States are immunized against COVID-19, including
undocumented immigrants, White House press secretary Jen Psaki said on Thursday.
"We do feel, as an administration, that ensuring that all people in the United States,
undocumented immigrants as well, of course, should receive access to the vaccine, because
that, one, is morally right, but also ensures that people in the country are also safe," Psaki told
reporters.
The White House press secretary added that the federal government is looking at ways to
address the vaccine hesitancy that exists in these communities.
According to the Pew Research Center, there are 10.5 million illegal aliens in the United States
as of 2020.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Ecuador Businessman Jailed for $4.4Mln Bribery, Money Laundering Plot - Justice Dept.
WASHINGTON, January 29 (Sputnik) - An Ecuador businessman has received a nearly three
year jail sentence for participating in a $4.4 million plot to bribe officials in the country's
state-controlled oil company, the Department of Justice announced in a press release on
Thursday.
"An Ecuadorian businessman living in Miami was sentenced today to 35 months in prison for his
role in a $4.4 million bribery and money laundering scheme that tunneled bribes to then-public
officials of Empresa Publica de Hidrocarburos del Ecuador (PetroEcuador), the state-owned and
state-controlled oil company of Ecuador," the release said.
Cevallos also admitted to conspiring to conceal and promote the bribe scheme by laundering
the funds through Miami-based shell companies and bank accounts.
Cevallos is the latest individual to be sentenced in the Justice Department’s ongoing
investigation into bribery and money laundering involving PetroEcuador, the release added.
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