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US Man Charged in Capitol Riots Says He Worked for FBI, Holds Top Security Clearance 
by Mary F.

Loyalists of the former US president, Donald Trump, on January 6, violently breached the 
Capitol building in Washington DC, causing five deaths, in a failed attempt to stop the 
certification of Joe Biden as the winner of the 2020 election by the Electoral College.
Thomas Caldwell, 66, a man charged in the January 6 riot, claimed in a Monday court filing that 
he has worked for the FBI and holds a top security clearance.
“He has held a Top Secret Security Clearance since 1979 and has undergone multiple Special 
Background Investigations in support of his clearances,” Caldwell’s attorney, Thomas Plofchan, 
wrote in a motion urging the judge to release Caldwell from detention, pending trial.
“He has been vetted and found numerous times as a person worthy of the trust and confidence 
of the United States government, as indicated by granting him Top Secret clearances,” Plofchan 
added, NBC News reported.
Plofchan also said that his client denies breaching the Capitol and has “physical limitations” that 
would have prevented Caldwell from storming the building.
Caldwell, a Navy veteran believed to have worked as a section chief for the FBI between 2009 
and 2010, was arrested on January 19 and is currently facing four federal charges, including 
conspiracy to commit an offense and obstruction of an official proceeding at the Capitol.
The bureau also said that Caldwell shared a Facebook post from inside the Capitol, which said 
in part, “Us storming the castle. Please share. Sharon was right with me! I am such an 
instigator! She was ready for it man! Didn’t even mind the tear gas,” the Hill reported.
In the days before the riot, Caldwell also allegedly wrote a post on Facebook that appeared to 
be a call-to-action to storm the Capitol: “I swore to support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies foreign and domestic. I did the former, I have done the latter 
peacefully but they have morphed into pure evil even blatantly rigging an election and paying off 
the political caste. We must smite them now and drive them down."
Caldwell is one of three people suspected of being a member of the conservative Oath Keepers 
group who was arrested last month on conspiracy charges following the deadly January 6 riot. 
According to the Hill, over 200 people have currently been arrested in connection with the 
January 6 riot that resulted in five deaths, including that of a Capitol police officer who was 
beaten to death by Trump supporters.
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US City of Philadelphia Replaces Columbus Day With Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
by Mary F.
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Columbus Day is a US national holiday celebrating the anniversary of Christopher Columbus's 
arrival in the Americas on October 12, 1492. Many people find this holiday controversial 
because Columbus enslaved many indigenous tribe members, forcing them into hard labor.
The US city of Philadelphia will no longer observe Columbus Day, as Philadelphia Mayor Jim 
Kenney has changed the name of the holiday celebrated on the second Monday of October to 
'Indigenous Peoples’ Day'.
The city’s move, announced in a recent update, is part of a “Pathways to Reform. 
Transformation, and Reconciliation” initiative to address police brutality and racial inequality in 
the city. The initiative is supported by the Steering Committee, which was established in June 
2020.

“While changes to city holidays may seem largely symbolic, we recognize that symbols carry 
power. We hope that for our employees and residents of color, this change is viewed as an 
acknowledgment of the centuries of institutional racism and marginalization that have been 
forced upon Black Americans, Indigenous people, and other communities of color. At the same 
time, we are clear-eyed about the fact that there is still an urgent need for further substantive 
systemic change in all areas of local government,” he added.
Kenney’s decision was not met with enthusiasm by some.
Councilmember Mark Squilla, chairman of the Columbus Day parade committee, expressed his 
disapproval of the name change.
“Since 1792, Italian Americans have observed Columbus Day as a celebration of their heritage 
in the United States,” Squilla said in a statement to WHYY. “In 1892, following the lynching and 
murder of Italian immigrants in New Orleans, President Benjamin Harrison declared a one-time 
national celebration to calm the fears of Italian Americans and ease diplomatic relations with 
Italy.”
Kenney’s executive order also made the Juneteenth holiday, celebrating on June 19 the end of 
slavery in the US, an official city holiday.
“As the city continues its reconciliation work following the uprisings for racial justice last 
summer, we know that it is critical for government to reckon with our own role in maintaining 
racial inequities,” Kenney said in a statement.
Juneteenth commemorates the end of slavery in the US on June 19, 1865. On that date, Union 
Army Maj. General Gordon Granger told a group of Black slaves in Galveston, Texas, that the 
Civil War had ended and that they were free, in accordance with the Emancipation 
Proclamation.
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Canadian Business Threatened by 'Hostile' Chinese, Russian Activity, Spy Chief Says 
by Mary F.
David Vigneault became the ninth director of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) 
in June 2017. Prior to his appointment, Vigneault served as an Assistant Secretary to the 
Cabinet, Security and Intelligence, Privy Council Office between 2013 and 2017.
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In his first public speech in three years, the head of Canada's spy agency, David Vigneault, 
claimed that Canadian business in almost every sector of the economy is under threat from 
hostile foreign actors, primarily Russia and China.
"The threat from hostile activity by state actors in all its forms represents a significant danger to 
Canada's prosperity and sovereignty," Vigneault said in a speech online this week for the Centre 
for International Governance Innovation, Global News reported.
He claimed that an investigation did "reveal" that what he called a "threat" caused "significant 
harm to Canadian companies", noting that Canada’s biopharmaceutical, health, artificial 
intelligence, quantum computing, ocean technology and aerospace sectors have been 
particularly targeted.
"[Canadian businesses] have been compromised and have suffered losses from human and 
cyber-enabled threats ... CSIS has observed persistent and sophisticated state-sponsored 
threat activity for many years now and we continue to see a rise in the frequency and 
sophistication of this threat activity,” he continued.
During his speech, Vigneault specifically referred to Russia and China as threatening foreign 
actors.
"It is no secret that we are most concerned about the actions by the governments of countries 
like Russia and China. But we should also not discount that threat activity evolves and can 
originate from anywhere in the world," he noted, adding that hostile actors target employees, 
students, professors, contractors and business associates to obtain access to an organization’s 
IT systems.
"An insider acting at the behest of a threat actor can compromise a system and cause damage, 
or open a backdoor to allow access from across the street or across the ocean. They can steal 
information outright, and walk it out the door on a flash drive," Vigneault explained.
In his speech, Vigneault clarified that the threat does not come from the people of Chinese or 
the nation as a whole, but rather “from the government of China that is pursuing a strategy for 
geopolitical advantage on all fronts - economic, technological, political, and military,” Coast 
Mountain News reported.
Beijing and other foreign governments threaten countries through various state entities and 
non-state proxies like the Chinese government’s Operation Fox Hunt operation, Vigneault 
explained. The global operation allegedly targets corruption but “is also believed to have been 
used to target and quiet dissidents to the regime,” he added.
This is not for the first time when representatives of foreign intelligence agencies and Canadian 
in particular naming Russia and China among national security threats - claim that have never 
been substantiated by any evidence and in separate occasions denied by Beijing and Moscow. 
In November 2020, the country’s Communications Security Establishment (CSE) intelligence 
agency claimed in a report that China, Russia, Iran and North Korea pose the greatest 
cybersecurity threat to Canada.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

‘Clear Attempt to Suppress Journalism’: Indian Police Raid Offices of NewsClick, Homes of 
Editors
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by Morgan Artvukhina

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently described the international support for the militant 
farmers’ movement as a “foreign destructive ideology” from which the country needed to be 
saved.
On Tuesday, the offices of the progressive independent media outlet NewsClick and the 
residences of several members of its editorial staff were raided by Indian police.
The outlet reported that the Enforcement Directorate, a police agency that investigates 
economic crime in India, had raided the homes of editor-in-chief Prabir Purkayastha and 
Pranjal, an editor, on Tuesday morning. The outlet’s offices in Delhi were also raided.
“Truth shall prevail. We have full faith in the legal system,” NewsClick said in a statement, 
adding that a fuller statement would be released later, as the raids are still ongoing.
According to Poonam Aaarwal. an editor at NewsClick’s sister outlet The Quint, also owned by 
Digipub, the ED has claimed that the raids were part of “a money laundering case for taking 
foreign funding from some dubious companies abroad.”
A joint statement signed by several outlets owned by Digipub said NewsClick stats that they 
have always “upheld the highest standards of journalistic integrity” and use its reporting to “hold 
power accountable.” They added that the raid was “a clear attempt to suppress journalism 
critical of the government and its allies.”
The Committee to Protect Journalists issued a statement saving it was “concerned” by reports of 
the raids and urged “authorities to respect press freedom.”
According to Vijay Prashad, historian and director of the Tricontinental Institute for Social 
Research, the true motivation behind the raids was likely NewsClick’s extensive coverage of the 
massive farmers’ protests that have rocked India for months.
“Proud to have been associated with @newsclickin from its inception,” Prashad added in a 
Tuesday tweet. “An honest news channel that the government of India has now gone after 
because of it coverage of farmers revolt.”
Dr. Ashok Dhawle, president of the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS), India’s largest peasant 
organization and a major participant in the farmers’ struggle, condemned the raids, saying, 
“Newsclick has done excellent objective reporting on the ongoing farmers struggle and on all 
just and legitimate people’s movements over the last few years. This is nothing but the BJP 
[Bharatiya Janata Party, Modi’s party] central government’s attempt to penalize Newsclick for 
standing firmly with the fighting people.”
Farmer protests began in Punjab in September 2020 following the unilateral passage of three 
Farm Bills that will deregulate the agricultural industry and which farmers point out will leave 
them unable to compete with agribusiness as well as ending up at the mercy of corporate 
agriculture multinationals. %The demonstrations have since snowballed into a movement 
involving tens of millions, including a strike of 250 million people on November 26, 2020.
Last month, the government suggested suspending the three new laws for 18 months, but this 
was rejected and a new wave of protests were launched, including some 10,000 road blockades 
using farm tractors. Dozens of protesters have died in the protests, with causes ranging from 
police violence to heart attacks and exposure to the elements.
The NewsClick journalists are the latest to be harassed after critical reporting on the 
government of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Another reporter covering the farmers’
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protests, Mandeep Punia, was arrested on January 30 while filming police abusing migrant 
workers in Singhu, according to The Wire. Several journalists covering the situation in hotly 
contested Kashmir, where both India and Pakistan seek control, have been arrested in recent 
years, including Aasif Sultan, who has been in jail since August 2018.
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Snubbing Civil Liberties Groups, Biden’s DOJ Plans to Pursue Assange Extradition From UK 
by Morgan Artvukhina

In 2010, then-Vice President Joe Biden derided WikiLeaks co-founder Julian Assange as a 
“high-tech terrorist". Now that Biden is president, his administration is keen to continue the work 
begun by US President Donald Trump of putting the Australian journalist behind bars.
The US Department of Justice announced on Tuesday it would challenge a January ruling by a 
British judge that blocked the extradition of Assange to the US for trial. The news comes as civil 
liberties advocates hoped the Biden administration would drop the matter.
On January 4, UK District Judge Vanessa Baraitser ruled that Assange’s mental condition 
rendered it unsafe for him to be extradited to the US, where he is charged under the Espionage 
Act for allegedly helpinoformer US Army intelligence analyst Chelsea Manning steal damning 
documents WikiLeaks later published. Baraitser’s ruling cited the treatment Assange would 
likely endure in a US prison, saying it put him at risk of attempting suicide.
The US government has until Friday to file a brief challenging Baraitser’s ruling; if it does not, 
then the possibility of extraditing Assange to the US is void and the charges are effectively 
dropped. However, DOJ spokesperson Marc Raimondi told Reuters the new administration 
intends to challenge it.
A coalition of advocates and civil rights groups came together on Monday to pressure Biden to 
drop the charges. A letter sent to Acting Attorney General Monty Wilkinson urged the DOJ not to 
“jeopardize journalism that is crucial to democracy.”
“It is unfortunately the case that press freedom is under threat globally. Now more than ever, it 
is crucial that we protect a robust and adversarial press - what Judge Murray Gurfein in the 
Pentagon Papers case memorably called a ‘cantankerous press, an obstinate press, an 
ubiquitous press’ - in the United States and abroad,” the letter states. “With this end in mind, we 
respectfully urge you to forgo the appeal of Judge Baraitser’s ruling, and to dismiss the 
indictment of Mr. Assange.”
Among the groups that signed the letter are Human Rights Watch, the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, Amnesty International, and the Freedom of the Press Foundation.
Biden Never a Friend of Assange
Biden has made clear there are few good feelings lost between him and Assange. In 2010,
Biden told CBS’ “Meet the Press” that the DOJ was “looking into” pressing charges against 
Assange for publishing documents.
Biden said Assange’s actions were closer to being those of a “high-tech terrorist” than they were 
to the Pentagon Papers, which were a series of Department of Defense documents leaked by
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analyst and whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg in 1971 that revealed the administration of Lyndon B. 
Johnson had systematically lied about the scope and goals of the US war in Vietnam.
Later that year, Attorney General Eric Holder also confirmed there was “an active, ongoing 
criminal investigation” into Manning’s leak to WikiLeaks, which included the“Collateral Murder” 
video of US soldiers massacring Iraqi civilians and Reuters journalists and which the US 
government attempted to cover up.
Then in 2011, after WikiLeaks published a huge dossier of files on the US’ detention facility at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, a federal grand jury in Virginia previously convened to investigate 
Assange served fresh warrants that journalist Glenn Greenwald said made it “highly likely” the 
grand jury was again looking to press charges against Assange.
However, the Obama administration ultimately gave up on charging him, concluding his 
activities were not differentiated enough from journalism for any charge to not also pose a threat 
to press freedom.
Assange was arrested on April 11, 2019, in London after the Ecuadorian embassy that had 
hosted him for years suddenly revoked his refuge, allowing British police to arrest him on 
charges of violating bail in connection to a dropped sexual assault case in Sweden. However, 
after he was in custody, the US unveiled 18 charges secretly filed against Assange a year prior 
for allegedly helping Manning to steal the documents she later supplied to WikiLeaks. If 
convicted, the 49-year-old Assange could face up to 175 years in prison.
Action for Assange, an activist group in the US that advocates for the protection of 
whistleblowers and the release of Assange, told Sputnik on Tuesday that it was calling for 
protests in Washington, DC, on March 17.
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Democratic Senator Manchin Pushes Biden to Reverse Keystone XL Oil Pipeline Ban 
by Morgan Artvukhina

The Keystone XL pipeline, which would carry oil from Alberta and several northern US states 
southward, has been a political football in US politics for over a decade as labor unions, oil 
titans, indigenous nations and environmentalists struggle over the project.
In a Tuesday letter to US President Joe Biden, Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) urged the reversal of 
the former's January 20 executive order halting construction of the Keystone XL oil pipeline, 
stating that the decision will cost jobs.
“Pipelines continue to be the safest mode to transport our oil and natural gas resources and 
they support thousands of high-paying, American union jobs.” Manchin said in his letter. “I 
encourage you to reconsider your decision to revoke the cross-border permit for the Keystone 
XL pipeline and take into account the potential impacts of any further action to safety, jobs and 
energy security.”
The lawmaker added that without the pipeline, crude oil mined in Canada’s Alberta Province will 
instead be transported by truck and rail, which are more likely to leak petroleum than pipelines. 
He also said that maintaining energy security by buying fuel from allies instead of “increasing
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reliance on OPEC [Organization of Petroleum-Exporting Countries] nations and Russia” was 
important and should not be sacrificed in the quest for green jobs.
The petroleum would arrive in part from Alberta's oil sands, the extraction of which National 
Geographic described as "the world's most destructive oil operation," with tailings so vast they 
are visible from space.
In October 2020, another branch of the Keystone pipeline in North Dakota was shut down after
383.000 gallons of oil were leaked. Three years earlier, another spill by the same pipeline in 
South Dakota leaked 407,000 gallons of oil.
Republicans, ever hostile to Democratic plans to abandon the burning of fossil fuel for power 
generation, seized the opportunity on Tuesday, tweeting that “We’re only a few weeks into Joe 
Biden’s presidency and even Democrats are upset.”
“Today, @Sen_JoeManchin sent a letter to the president urging him to reconsider his decision 
to kill the Keystone XL Pipeline and the thousands of American jobs it has created,” the Senate 
GOP Twitter account continued, urging followers to read and retweet Manchin's letter, 
considered one of the Democratic Party’s most conservative members.
Political Football
The Keystone XL is just one of several proposed fossil fuel pipelines crisscrossing the US that 
have been challenged by many, including environmentalists and indigenous people, in recent 
years. Its path across the lands of several Native American nations, as well as the Ogallala 
Aquifer, has led to the project being repeatedly stalled.
On January 24, 2017, after just four days in office, then-US President Donald Trump ordered 
the project to proceed. The issue then bounced back and forth in the courts until the US 
Supreme Court ruled in July 2020 that project developer TC Energy lacked a proper 
water-crossing permit, again halting construction.
Richard Trumka, president of the AFL-CIO, the largest labor union in the US, protested Biden’s 
January 20 decision, saying it should have been paired with an announcement about job 
creation. Trumka is particularly sensitive to promises about replacing fossil fuel-related jobs with 
green or tech jobs, since that was the fate of his own employment as a coal miner in 
Pennsylvania.
TC Energy said it would cut roughly 1,000 jobs as a result of the project’s cancellation, which 
was also claimed to be likely to create an estimated 10,000 additional construction jobs once it 
extended into the US. The part of the pipeline north of the US-Canada border has been under 
construction since 2010.
Biden's Green Energy Plan
Thanks to the rapid growth of the renewable energy industry, there are already more than
245.000 jobs in the solar energy field alone - many more than in oil and gas extraction, 
according to Bloomberg - and wind power employs another 100,000 Americans. The 
re-educating of American oil and gas workers for jobs in those fields is another challenge, 
however.
Biden promised during the 2020 presidential election campaign to create 10 million new jobs in 
the green energy industry, producing wind turbines, solar panels, and other renewable and 
low-polluting electrical sources, as well as to “pursue new partnerships with community colleges, 
unions, and the private sector to develop programs to train all of America’s workforce to tap into
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the growing clean energy economy.” The plan aims to eliminate by 2035 the use of burning 
fossil fuels to generate electricity.
Trumka appeared skeptical, however. "You know, when they laid off at the mines back in 
Pennsylvania, they told us they were going to train us to be computer programmers,” he 
quipped to Axios on Sunday. "And I said, 'Where are the computer programmer jobs at?' 'Uh, 
they're in, uh, Oklahoma and they're in Vegas and they're here.' And I said, 'So, in other words, 
what we're going to be is unemployed miners and unemployed computer programmers as well."'
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Toronto Mayor Honors Hometown Artist The Weeknd With Special Day After Super Bowl
Performance
by Morgan Artvukhina

Canadian artists Shania Twain and Dan Aykroyd have also performed at the US National 
Football League's season-capping championship game, which is among the most-watched 
sporting events on the globe. However, Sunday's show by The Weeknd was the first time an 
artist from America's northern neighbor did it solo.
Toronto R&B artist The Weeknd has been honored with his own day by the city’s mayor after 
performing at Super Bowl LV on Sunday.
On February 7, the day of the championship football game watched by tens of millions of 
Americans, Toronto Mayor John Tory announced the day would forever be known in the 
Canadian city as “The Weeknd Day.”
The stage name for 30-year-old R&B artist Abel Tesfaye, The Weeknd became the third 
Canadian artist to headline the game’s halftime show and the first to perform a solo act.
“Toronto is proud that one of its own, The Weeknd, has achieved such enormous popularity 
both here at home and on the world stage,” Tory wrote in a proclamation posted on Twitter. 
“Millions of people will be watching him and cheering him on but we know Scarborough, a 
community he continues to support, will be cheering the loudest!”
During the event, the Ethiopian-Canadian singer performed some of his greatest hits, including 
“The Hills” and “Blinding Lights,” two of his chart-topping singles, in a show put on with a choir, 
dozens of dancers and several elaborate sets including light shows, and fireworks.
"still buzzing from last night. I couldn’t stop smiling the whole performance," he tweetedthe 
morning after the show, "thank you @pepsi @NFL @RocNation for believing in me to bring a 
fresh new take on the halftime show. XO we did it!"
Despite his success, The Recording Academy failed to nominate him for a Grammy last 
November, claiming the decision was made prior to his Super Bowl performance being 
announced.
In response, he called the awards “corrupt,” saying the academy “owe me, my fans and the 
industry transparency.” The Weeknd has won three Grammys along with numerous other 
awards from Billboard, MTV, and Canada's Walk of Fame.
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Kobe Bryant Crash Caused by Pilot’s ‘Spatial Disorientation’ After Violating Flight Rules, NTSB 
Says
by Gabv Arancibia

On the morning of January 26, 2020, basketball legend Kobe Bryant, his daughter Gianna and 
seven others aboard a Sikorsky helicopter died after severe cloud coverage prevented pilot Ara 
Zobayan from safely navigating through California’s San Fernando Valley. The deaths prompted 
multiple lawsuits and countersuits.
Officials with the US National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) revealed on Tuesday that the 
pilot, Zobayan, suffered an episode of “spatial disorientation” during the doomed flight, 
highlighting that the condition played a key role in the devastating crash.
The revelation was made during a hearing to pinpoint the cause of the accident, months after 
investigators determined that the helicopter Zobayan was flying had not undergone a 
mechanical failure.
Spatial disorientation occurs when an aviator is unable to correctly interpret an aircraft’s altitude, 
attitude or airspeed in relation to the ground or other points of reference. Federal regulators 
acknowledged during the hearing that the condition often occurs with pilots flying in low visibility, 
as Zobayan was doing at the time of the accident.

NTSB Chairman Robert Sumwalt described spatial disorientation as “the powerful, misleading 
sensations that can confuse a pilot conducting a visual flight who loses visual references, and 
what types of training can be effective in countering this effect."
Zobayan served as chief pilot for Island Express Helicopters, having accrued some 8,500 hours 
of flight experience over his 10 years of flying within the Golden State; however, despite 
Zobayan’s flight expertise, investigators determined the pilot went against his training and 
violated flight rules when he opted to fly through heavy cloud coverage instead of waiting out the 
bad weather.
At the time, Zobayan was flying under visual flight rules that “legally prohibited” him from flying 
through terrain in which he could not visually navigate his flight plan, Sumwalt noted.
NTSB investigator Bill English noted amid the hearing that Zobayan had informed air traffic 
controllers that he was “climbing to 4,000 feet” in an effort to get above the cloud coverage, but 
that since he was experiencing spatial disorientation, the chopper was actually banking to the 
left and descending.
Breaking down Zobayan’s misperception even further, specialist Dr. Dujuan Sevillian told the 
hearing that the pilot’s belief that he was climbing when he was descending is a sub-condition 
known as somatoqravic illusion.
“Our inner ear can give us a false sense of orientation,” Sevillian said, underscoring that poor 
visibility only worsens the severity of spatial disorientation that a pilot can suffer.
Officials further indicated that it’s unclear why Zobayan opted to disregard flight rules in favor of 
flying Bryant and company to the Mamba Sports Academy, since it did not appear as though
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Bryant or anyone else in the travel party pressured him to conduct the flight. It is speculated that 
Zobayan may have placed himself under “self-induced pressure” as he had become friends with 
Bryant.
NTSB officials stated that between 2010 and 2019, there were 184 aircraft crashes in which 
pilots were suffering from spatial disorientation. Twenty of those incidents involved helicopters. 
NTSB member Michael Graham stressed that as long as chopper pilots continue flying into 
heavy clouds without relying on navigation instruments, “a certain percentage aren’t going to 
come out alive.”
While the NTSB does not have enforcement power, the government agency is likely to make a 
variety of nonbinding recommendations in an effort to prevent similar crashes; however, it’s 
worth noting that past guidances have been rejected, after other disasters unfolded.
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Apple Watch Has Ability to Predict COVID-19 Diagnosis Up to 7 Days Before Test - Study 
by Gabv Arancibia

The latest data released by the Johns Hopkins University online tracker indicates a whopping 
88,044 new COVID-19 cases reported in the US as of Monday, a slight decrease, as 
documented case totals top 27 million. Although the associated death toll has exceeded 
463,000, it has been reported to be on the decline.
Newly-published findings indicate that software included in the Apple Watch has the ability to 
predict the onset of COVID-19 up to one week before an infected individual is administered a 
PCR-based nasal swab test.
The study, published in the peer-reviewed Journal of Medical Internet Research, determined 
officials could make an early diagnosis by specifically reviewing changes in a participants’ heart 
rate variability (HRV), which they were able to monitor through the Apple Watch. Researchers 
from New York’s Mount Sinai Health System explained in their findings that HRV is a key 
indicator of the status of a person’s nervous system.
In conjunction with the HRV monitor, officials required individuals to submit a daily survey that 
asked for feedback about their potential COVID-19 symptoms and associated stress factors. 
Individuals who were part of the study were health care workers enrolled with Mount Sinai 
between April and September 2020.
Some symptoms that officials reported through the survey included fever, chills, tiredness, body 
aches, sneezing, diarrhea, sore throat, headache and loss of smell or taste, among other 
conditions.
“This study highlights the future of digital health," Robert P. Hirten, the lead author of the study, 
said in a statement accompanying a Monday Mount Sinai release. "It shows that we can use 
these technologies to better address evolving health needs, which will hopefully help us improve 
the management of disease.”
“Our goal is to operationalize these platforms to improve the health of our patients and this 
study is a significant step in that direction. Developing a way to identify people who might be
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sick even before they know they are infected would be a breakthrough in the management of 
COVID-19," he added.
Dubbed the Warrior Watch Study, the campaign allowed researchers to determine that patient 
HRV levels normalized some 7 to 14 days after an official COVID-19 diagnosis was made, and 
that they were no different from participants who had not been infected with SARS-CoV-2, the 
deadly virus that causes COVID-19.
On a grander scale, researchers concluded that the study results can help to curb the spread of 
the novel coronavirus by giving officials another option to detect the early emergence of the 
virus, highlighting the use of Apple Watches allows for an early diagnosis to be done remotely. 
The investigation will be ongoing as officials seek to examine participants’ sleep disruptions and 
physical activity to pinpoint which health professionals are most at risk for the psychological 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Trump Was ‘Basically Screaming’ Amid His Defense Lawyer’s Rambling Opening Arguments, 
Reports Claim 
by Gabv Arancibia

A second impeachment trial against former US President Donald Trump kicked off on Tuesday, 
as Senate lawmakers declared that the trial is constitutional and both sides offered opening 
arguments. Already impeached in the House, the Senate trial will determine whether Trump is 
guilty of inciting an insurrection in the deadly 6 January Capitol riot.
Newly-surfaced reports suggest Trump is extremely unhappy as Bruce Castor, one of his 
defense lawyers, made a rambling opening argument on Tuesday that failed to deliver the nuts 
and bolts of the defense’s case.
His thoughts wandering, Castor went from giving a story about a record player to making a 
cautionary tale about ancient Greece and Rome while admitting that Americans are “fed up” 
with Trump since they replaced him with US President Joe Biden. For added measure, Castor 
dared the US Department of Justice to arrest Trump, among other anecdotes voiced by the 
lawyer.
Citing two sources familiar with Trump’s reaction, Kaitlin Collins, who serves as CNN’s chief 
White House correspondent, revealed the former US leader was fuming and “basically 
screaming” moments after Castor took to the Senate floor.
Collins further noted that the trial unfolded as some on the Trump team expected it would, in 
light of last-minute changes to the former president’s defense line-up, according to one of the 

sources.
Similar indications of a frustrated Trump were also highlighted by Politico, which reported that 
he was particularly upset with the “sharp contrast” between his defense team’s dry reaction and 
that of the prosecution’s emotionally-driven opening argument.
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One individual reiterated to Politico that Trump “was not happy with the performance of his legal 
team in action,” as he watched the legal proceedings on Newsmax from his Mar-a-Lago private 
club.
Newsmax coverage of the day’s events was reported to have momentarily cut away from the 
trial to get a reaction from a former Trump impeachment lawyer, Alan Dershowitz, who acted as 
if he was flabbergasted by Castor’s opening statements.
“There is no argument. I have no idea what he’s doing. I have no idea why he’s saying what 
he’s saying,” a purportedly stunned Dershowitz remarked, before adding that Castor’s argument 
“does not appear to be effective advocacy.”
It is unclear whether Trump watched the coverage that caused Dershowitz to make his feelings 
known about Castor’s meandering arguments.
Initial plans dictated that fellow Trump attorney David Schoen would kick off the opening 
arguments; however, Castor was strategically picked to front the argument in an effort to lower 
the “temperature from the Democrats’ emotionally charged opening argument,” one aide 
explained to Politico.
Castor acknowledged the switch during his time on the floor.
Beginning Wednesday, the trial will provide each side with up to 16 hours' worth of arguments 
over a period of two days.
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Impeachment Getaway - Political Cartoon

Tuesday marked the start of a second impeachment trial in the US Senate for the former US 
president, Donald Trump, as lawmakers set off the procedure with a four-hour debate on the 
constitutionality of the proceedings. The debate will be followed with a vote in line with a simple 
majority threshold.
As House managers and the former president’s legal defense team tee up to cement their 
arguments on the Senate floor, it appears as though Trump may be maintaining an “out of sight, 
out of mind” train of thought.
Citing sources close to the ex-president, the New York Times reported that Trump would spend 
the majority of his days in meetings, and that his assistants had constructed an office at his 
Mar-a-Lago private club, away from his residence.
It’s unclear when, where or if Trump will watch the day’s proceedings.
The second impeachment pales in comparison to the reaction Trump exhibited when lawmakers 
took up his first impeachment in January 2020, primarily because the former president is now 
permanently suspended from Twitter. The new trial is expected to last no more than a week.
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Photo: Coca-Cola to Sell Sodas in 100% Recycled Plastic Bottles for US Market 
by Evan Craighead

A 2019 audit by environmental group #BreakFreeFromPlastic determined that Coca-Cola,
Nestle and PepsiCo, are among the world's top polluters and "have offered mostly false 
solutions to the plastics crisis."
The Coca-Cola Company announced in a Tuesday news release that the company's flagship 
soda drink would be debuting in the US market with new 13.2 ounce bottles "made from 100% 
recycled plastic material."
The change, which will extend all Coke, Diet Coke, Coke Zero Sugar, Coca-Cola Flavors, will 
begin this month in California, Florida and selected states in the northeast of the US.
"We realize our unique opportunity and clear responsibility to make a positive difference in the 
global plastic crisis,” wrote Alpa Sutaria, Coca-Cola's vice president of strategy and planning in 
North America.
“Plastic is a valuable packaging resource and these innovations in the US represent meaningful 
action that focus not just on what goes into the bottles, but on innovation of the bottles 
themselves," Sutaria said in the corporate marketing statement.
It is worth noting that while the new bottles will be made from 100% recycled plastic material, 
this does not cover the bottle's cap and label.
In addition to the 13.2 ounce bottles, Coca-Cola, Coke Zero Sugar, Diet Coke and Coca-Cola 
flavors will also be available in 20 ounce bottles. Sprite, Dasani, and Smartwater flavors will be 
available within the year.
Coca-Cola, Nestle and PepsiCo have announced measures to reduce waste after being named 
among the top global polluters in a 2019 audit by charity #BreakFreeFromPlastic.
“The products and packaging that brands like Coca-Cola, Nestle, and PepsiCo are churning out 
is turning our recycling system into garbage," said Denise Patel, US Coordinator for the Global 
Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, in the 2019 release.
"China has effectively banned the import of the US and other exporting countries’ ‘recycling,’ 
and other countries are following suit. Plastic is being burned in incinerators across the world, 
exposing communities to toxic pollution."
Pepsi has pledged to make its packaging recyclable, compostable or biodegradable by 2025, 
while Nestle set a goal to make its packaging 100-percent recyclable by 2025.
In addition, Coca-Cola has pledged to recycle as many plastic bottles as it uses by the year 
2030.
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Head of US Army War College Suspended Amid Investigation 
by Evan Craighead
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Maj. Gen. David Hill, a deputy chief of engineers and deputy commanding general for the Army 
Corps of Engineers, will take over from Maj. Gen. Stephen Maranian as head of the US Army 
War College.
The Army announced on Tuesday that Maj. Gen. Stephen Maranian "has been suspended from 
his duties as the Commandant" of the US Army War College amid an investigation.
Army spokeswoman Cynthia Smith did not expound on the specific details of the investigation 
but did note that the probe is “unrelated to his current position.”
Maj. Gen. Stephen J. Maranian was suspended Feb. 9, 2021, from his duties as the 
commandant of the U.S. Army War College. (Army)
The commandant of the Army’s graduate-level educational institution for military leaders in 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, was suspended Tuesday amid oic.twitter.com/afSBt26o3E 
— John Campbell (@JohnCam48923034) February 10. 2021
The now-suspended two-star commandant of the Carlisle, Pennsylvania, school, assumed his 
position in July 2020, leaving his previous role as deputy commander of Education at the US 
Army Combined Arms Center.
"In addition to being the commandant, I look forward to being your coach, your loudest 
cheerleader, and your advocate," Maranian said in an August release from the US Army.
Hill has been assigned as acting commandant for the US Army War College.
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Idaho Police Mistakenly Shoot Wrong Man in His Own Backyard During Manhunt, Department 
Says
by Morgan Artvukhina

According to a recent investigative report, the Mountain West region, comprising the US states 
of Colorado Idaho, Utah and Wyoming, has the highest rate in the United States of people killed 
by police, at 1.5 times the average.
Police in Idaho Falls, Idaho, said on Monday that during a chase an officer shot and killed a man 
in his own backyard after mistaking him for a suspect. Neither the identity of the victim or the 
officer have been released.
According to a statement from the Idaho Falls Police Department, the shooting began during a 
traffic stop over a broken taillight early Monday morning, just after midnight. After the driver took 
off on foot, the officer who initiated the stop was able to only give a vague description, noting 
that the suspect was wearing a black shirt and was believed to have a gun. As police struggled 
to track him down, however, the passenger of the car provided police with his GPS location after 
receiving a text from him; according to police, and that location was in the backyard of a nearby 
home. Police then approached the home with weapons drawn.
"We do not currently have the answers as to what exactly occurred during these moments,”
IFPD Chief Bryce Johnson said in the statement. “We do know that during this interaction, an 
Idaho Falls Police Officer discharged his service weapon firing one shot which struck the man. 
Officers attempted life-saving measures but they were unsuccessful. Emergency medical
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personnel from the Idaho Falls Fire Department also responded and were also unable to 
provide any lifesaving aide to the man.”
The officer who killed the citizen was wearing a body camera that was operating at the time, the 
release noted.
Police said they quickly realized the man they had killed was not their suspect and captured the 
suspect a few minutes later.
According to local ABC and CBS affiliate KIFI. the apprehended man was 22-year-old Tanner J. 
N. Shoesmith.
According to the release, the Eastern Idaho Critical Incident Task Force (CITF) has been 
contacted and is conducting its own investigation of the incident, separate from the Idaho City 
Police Department. KIFI reported that the officer who killed the citizen has been placed on paid 
administrative leave.
"Because IFPD is not involved in the investigation, the Idaho Falls Police Department is not able 
to say how long this investigation will take. It may take several weeks, but it may be longer," the 
department said. "Separate from the Prosecutor’s process, IFPD will also conduct an internal 
affairs investigation of the incident once the CITF investigation is complete. The purpose of the 
IFPD internal investigation following an Officer-Involved Shooting is to determine whether 
departmental policies and procedures were followed, and if the department standard to 
discharge the service weapon was met."
A report by the Mountain West News Bureau published on February 1 found that the region has 
the highest rate of killings by police officers in the nation, at more than 1.5 times the national 
average. According to law enforcement experts, the phenomenon is largely attributable to the 
region's racial demographics and culture of gun ownership, the highest in the US.
The incident recalls the March 18, 2018, killing of Stephon Clark bv officers of California' 
Sacramento Police Department. The 22-year-old Black man was standing on the back porch of 
his grandmother's house after dark that evening with a cell phone in his hand when two SPD 
officers searching for a suspect described only as a tall Black man drew their weapons and fired 
20 shots at Clark, believing him to be their suspect and that he was holding a gun.
Mass Black Lives Matter protests erupted in the wake of the killing, for which there were 
contradictory stories provided by the family's autopsy of Clark, the official autopsy, police 
testimony, and what the officers' body cameras showed. In 2019, the city of Sacramento agreed 
to pay Clark's children $2.4 million, although neither officer was fired or punished for the killing.
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Video: Paris Hilton Testifies About 'Unconstitutional, Degrading' Abuse Endured at Utah School 
by Evan Craighead

Socialite, businesswoman and actress Paris Hilton previously revealed in her 2020 
documentary 'This is Paris' that she was one of many victims of child abuse at Utah's Provo 
Canyon School, a boarding school for 'troubled' teens.
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While Hilton is usually making appearances or DJ'ing at the latest club opening, the socialite 
and businesswoman appeared at the Utah State Legislature on Monday to testify in favor of 
Senate Bill 127. which seeks to assign more government oversight to treatment centers that 
deal with so-called 'troubled' youth.
"Every time I would use the bathroom or take a shower, it was monitored," Hilton told the court, 
speaking of her experience at Provo Canyon School. "At 16 years old, as a child, I felt their 
piercing eyes staring at my naked body. I was just a kid who felt violated every single day."
Hilton testified that she was "verbally, mentally, and physically abused on a daily basis" while 
attending Provo Canyon School for approximately 11 months when she was 17 years old. The 
businesswoman told Drew Barrymore last year that she was sent off to the school by her "strict" 
parents because she would "sneak out and go to clubs and parties" while living in New York. 
She went on to highlight that the Fourth Amendment of the US Constitution "gives [Americans] 
the right to privacy."
"Yet, while using the bathroom and while showering, staff would violate my rights. This is 
unconstitutional, degrading, and terrifying," Hilton asserted. "That small room covered in scratch 
marks and smeared blood with no bathroom is one of the most vivid and traumatizing memories 
I’ve ever experienced in my entire life," she testified.
According to Hilton, "children were restrained, hit, thrown into walls, strangled and sexually 
abused regularly at Provo."
Additionally, she told the court that all lines of communication with her family were "monitored 
and censored," preventing her from disclosing these allegations in real time.
Hilton tapped lawmakers, including US President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, 
to take a stand against child abuse in the US.
"I'm calling not only on the people in this room, but also elected leaders, like ... [Senate Majority 
Leader] Schumer, [House] Speaker Pelosi, Vice President Harris, and President Biden and 
everyone listening to my voice today to denounce child abuse."
Hilton leveled the same claims against Provo in her "This is Paris" YouTube documentary in 
September 2020. She, along with other alleged survivors of abuse, have pushed for the closure 
of the school until a proper investigation takes place.
"So join us, and stand against institutionalized abuse alongside the survivors," reads her 
petition, which is nearing 200,000 signatures. "With your support, we will address this national 
crisis as a community and work to enact measurable change to ensure no child experiences 
physical, mental, and sexual abuse at the hands of these facilities."
The school has highlighted that it was under different ownership during the period Hilton 
recounted.
"As previously stated, Provo Canyon School was sold by its previous ownership in August 2000. 
We therefore cannot comment on the operations or patient experience prior to that time," the 
school told KUTV.
"While we acknowledge there are individuals over the many years who believe they were not 
helped by the program, we are heartened by the many stories former residents share about how 
their stay was a pivot point in improving - and in many cases, saving - their lives."
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RPT - New START Must Address Al Weapons to Survive Beyond 2026 - Ex-Pentagon Official

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States and Russia must include artificial 
intelligence (Al) weapons within the scope of the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New 
START) if the pact is to remain relevant beyond 2026, former US Air Force Lieutenant Colonel 
and Defense Department official Karen Kwiatkowski told Sputnik.
Last week, Russia and the United States extended the New START treaty, the last remaining 
arms control pact between the two nuclear powers, until 2026. Russian Ambassador to the 
United States Anatoly Antonov has said the five-year period could provide a window for talks on 
all factors that affect strategic stability. The pact limits each country’s strategic nuclear arsenals 
to 1,550 deployed warheads and 700 deployed missiles and heavy bombers.
"The strategic (long range) nuclear warheads [vector]... is actually somewhat old-fashioned, and 
in many ways not as significant as newer advances in defense and offense [such as] computer 
and Al driven network and denial of use attacks," Kwiatkowski, who served as a political-military 
affairs officer on Mideast policy at the Pentagon, said.
Kwiatkowski said most believe New START will not survive beyond 2026 because of this, along 
with the fact that President Joe Biden's administration is unlikely able or willing to muster the 
creativity - and trust - that would be needed to extend the pact.
"Verification of this cornucopia of techniques, software and weapons types are more difficult, 
and require far more trust between negotiating partners," she said. "If Biden was more 
energetic, aware, and more interested in government accountability within the US security state, 
that could lead to more trust between potential signatories, and with more trust, more 
innovation."
Other problems the two nuclear powers face include modern advances in conventional 
weapons, above, on and under the sea, often conducted at a more tactical range beyond the 
New START's strategic concerns, she added.
"One sticking point on renewal of New START by the previous administration was enhancing 
verification protocols," Kwiatkowski said. "Biden's continuation of the existing treaty leaves 
verification methods limited and status quo, even as both side believe the other is violating the 
spirit, if not the letter, of the treaty."
Nevertheless, Kwiatkowski hailed the renewal of New START as "a positive sign," even though 
it came with very little effort on the part of the United States or Russia.
"The US Senate was not involved, and the extension by design, took only a signature by 
President Biden. It is a positive sign that the Biden Administration is interested in arms control 
treaties - however, actually reducing nuclear weapons is not anticipated under this particular 
treaty," she said.
In addition to political hurdles, she added, the US military-industrial complex could also derail 
efforts to extend the pact beyond 2026.
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"One problem is that the United States has evolved, or perhaps degenerated, into the kind of 
state in which this administration may be constrained by the interests of the security and 
intelligence apparatus, much as it was under President Trump," she said.
Biden might slow down any further increases in US military spending but he was very unlikely to 
reverse or cut any of the budget increases and new programs that were launched by the Trump 
administration, Kwiatkowski advised.
"The Pentagon is well invested in a future that includes sea, land, air and space launched 
weapons of all types, indicative of where we are today and also where Russia and other 
countries are to a similar extent," she said.
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RPT - ICC Calls on States to Fully Cooperate Amid Reports Israel May Try to Sabotage Probe

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The International Criminal Court (ICC) is calling on 
states to fully cooperate amid reports that Israel will seek to sabotage the court's investigation 
into its alleged war crimes, spokesperson Fadi El Abdallah told Sputnik.
Media reported earlier that Israel will ask dozens of its allies to urge the ICC prosecutor Fatou 
Bensouda not to proceed with an investigation against Israel regarding alleged war crimes in the 
West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem.
"The ICC counts on the full support and cooperation of its States Parties, and the international 
community more broadly, to advance its crucial mandate of providing accountability for atrocity 
crimes where it has jurisdiction," the spokesperson said.
US State Department spokesperson Ned Price previously said that the United States had 
serious concerns about the ICC's attempts to exercise its jurisdiction over Israeli citizens.
On Friday, the ICC ruled that it has jurisdiction to open an investigation into Israel's alleged war 
crimes on the occupied Palestinian territories. Bensouda has claimed since December 2019 that 
there was sufficient evidence to open a full investigation into possible war crimes.
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RPT; REVIEW - Day 1 of Trump Impeachment Trial Leaves Many Republicans Disappointed 
With Defense Team

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial is 
moving forward after the Senate approved the legality of the proceedings on a day that saw the 
defense team’s opening arguments ridiculed by several Republicans - including the defendant 
himself.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2021 11:11:18 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2021 11:11:18 AM

Trump is the first president to be impeached twice and the first to be tried after leaving office. 
The House impeached Trump for allegedly inciting an insurrection on Capitol Hill in early 
January as Congress was certifying President Joe Biden’s election victory.
OPENING SALVOS
In the coming days the Senate will act as a court of impeachment deliberating if the former 
president is guilty of "inciting insurrection." The Democratic-controlled US House passed the 
sole article of impeachment - which is akin to an indictment - on January 13, a week after the 
Capitol riot.
Democrats and some Republicans also seek to use the sole article to disqualify Trump from 
holding public office, including running for president in 2024.
The Article of Impeachment alleges that in the months preceding the January 6 incident at the 
US Capitol, Trump repeatedly issued false statements asserting that the election results were 
the product of widespread fraud and should not be accepted by the American people.
Tuesday's proceeding began with conflicting arguments from both sides on whether Trump is 
subject to the chamber’s jurisdiction.
House managers, who serve as prosecutors, insisted that it would set a dangerous precedent to 
declare a former official unimpeachable for misdeeds in his final days in office.
Trump’s lawyer Bruce Castor urged lawmakers not to trivialize impeachments and warned that 
the pressure to respond in kind will be enormous once the political pendulum shifts. Castor 
defended Trump’s statements as speech protected by the First Amendment, and argued that 
the Senate lacks jurisdiction over Trump because he holds no public office from which he can 
be removed.
Castor pointed out that Article 1 section 3 of the US constitution says "judgments in cases of 
impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from office," and disqualification to hold 
any office of honor, trust, or profit.
"President Trump no longer is in office. The object of the Constitution has been achieved. He 
was removed by the voters," Castor said.
Castor also pointed out that those who stormed the Capitol building were not accused of 
conspiring with Trump.
TRIAL DEEMED LEGAL
Ultimately, the Senate by a 56-44 vote declared that the trial was constitutional: the body did 
have jurisdiction to hear the arguments and render a verdict.
Six Republican Senators voted to continue the impeachment trial, including Senators Susan 
Collins, Lisa Murkowski, Mitt Romney, Pat Toomey, Ben Sasse and Bill Cassidy.
This is pivotal because it signals that Trump is likely to be acquitted. At least 17 of 50 
Republican Senators need to side with Democrats to have the required two-third majority to 
convict Trump.
The US House managers and Trump’s lawyers will now be given 16 hours over two days to 
present their cases.
Senators will afterwards vote on the Article of Impeachment and, if the former President is 
convicted by an unlikely two-thirds majority, will proceed to a verdict on whether he is qualified 
to hold office ever again.
Biden as proceedings got underway said that he had better things to do than watch Trump’s 
impeachment trial.
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"I am not," Biden told reporters when asked if he was going to watch the trial. "My job is to keep 
people. We've already lost over 450,000 people [and] we're gonna lose a whole lot more if we 
don't act and act decisively and quickly."
The Senate has their job and they are about to begin it, Biden said at the White House.
"I am sure they are going to conduct themselves well. That’s all I am going to say about 
impeachment," Biden said.
DEFENSE TEAM UNDER FIRE
Trump was reportedly furious over the way his defense team performed during the opening 
arguments. CNN reported, citing people familiar with the reaction, that Trump was "almost 
screaming," at the "meandering" arguments.
Cassidy, the only Republican senator to change his stance on the constitutionality issue, was 
blunt in his criticism of Trump's lawyers. Two weeks ago Cassidy voted in favor of Senator Rand 
Paul's failed motion to dismiss the impeachment trial.
"President Trump's team was disorganized, they did everything they could but to talk about the 
question at hand and when they talked about it, they kind of glided over it, almost as if they were 
embarrassed of their arguments," Cassidy said.
Republican Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz, who voted to declare the impeachment trial 
unconstitutional, also criticized Trump's legal defense team.
Castor, for his part, told reporters he thought the legal defense team "had a good day," adding 
that they would make adjustments if needed. Defense attorney David Schoen said he thought 
his partner Castor "did a great job."
Castor and Schoen joined the team just recently after five of Trump's impeachment lawyers quit.
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REVIEW - Day 1 of Trump Impeachment Trial Leaves Many Republicans Disappointed With 
Defense Team

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial is 
moving forward after the Senate approved the legality of the proceedings on a day that saw the 
defense team's opening arguments ridiculed by several Republicans - including the defendant 
himself.
Trump is the first president to be impeached twice and the first to be tried after leaving office. 
The House impeached Trump for allegedly inciting an insurrection on Capitol Hill in early 
January as Congress was certifying President Joe Biden’s election victory.
OPENING SALVOS
In the coming days the Senate will act as a court of impeachment deliberating if the former 
president is guilty of "inciting insurrection." The Democratic-controlled US House passed the 
sole article of impeachment ~ which is akin to an indictment - on January 13, a week after the 
Capitol riot.
Democrats and some Republicans also seek to use the sole article to disqualify Trump from 
holding public office, including running for president in 2024.
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The Article of Impeachment alleges that in the months preceding the January 6 incident at the 
US Capitol, Trump repeatedly issued false statements asserting that the election results were 
the product of widespread fraud and should not be accepted by the American people.
Tuesday’s proceeding began with conflicting arguments from both sides on whether Trump is 
subject to the chamber’s jurisdiction.
House managers, who serve as prosecutors, insisted that it would set a dangerous precedent to 
declare a former official unimpeachable for misdeeds in his final days in office.
Trump’s lawyer Bruce Castor urged lawmakers not to trivialize impeachments and warned that 
the pressure to respond in kind will be enormous once the political pendulum shifts. Castor 
defended Trump's statements as speech protected by the First Amendment, and argued that 
the Senate lacks jurisdiction over Trump because he holds no public office from which he can 
be removed.
Castor pointed out that Article 1 section 3 of the US constitution says "judgments in cases of 
impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from office,” and disqualification to hold 
any office of honor, trust, or profit.
"President Trump no longer is in office. The object of the Constitution has been achieved. He 
was removed by the voters," Castor said.
Castor also pointed out that those who stormed the Capitol building were not accused of 
conspiring with Trump.
TRIAL DEEMED LEGAL
Ultimately, the Senate by a 56-44 vote declared that the trial was constitutional: the body did 
have jurisdiction to hear the arguments and render a verdict.
Six Republican Senators voted to continue the impeachment trial, including Senators Susan 
Collins, Lisa Murkowski, Mitt Romney, Pat Toomey, Ben Sasse and Bill Cassidy.
This is pivotal because it signals that Trump is likely to be acquitted. At least 17 of 50 
Republican Senators need to side with Democrats to have the required two-third majority to 
convict Trump.
The US House managers and Trump’s lawyers will now be given 16 hours over two days to 
present their cases.
Senators will afterwards vote on the Article of Impeachment and, if the former President is 
convicted by an unlikely two-thirds majority, will proceed to a verdict on whether he is qualified 
to hold office ever again.
Biden as proceedings got underway said that he had better things to do than watch Trump’s 
impeachment trial.
"I am not," Biden told reporters when asked if he was going to watch the trial. "My job is to keep 
people. \Afe!ve already lost over 450,000 people [and] we're gonna lose a whole lot more if we 
don't act and act decisively and quickly."
The Senate has their job and they are about to begin it, Biden said at the White House.
“I am sure they are going to conduct themselves well. That’s all I am going to say about 
impeachment," Biden said.
DEFENSE TEAM UNDER FIRE
Trump was reportedly furious over the way his defense team performed during the opening 
arguments. CNN reported, citing people familiar with the reaction, that Trump was "almost 
screaming," at the "meandering" arguments.
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Cassidy, the only Republican senator to change his stance on the constitutionality issue, was 
blunt in his criticism of Trump's lawyers. Two weeks ago Cassidy voted in favor of Senator Rand 
Paul’s failed motion to dismiss the impeachment trial.
"President Trump’s team was disorganized, they did everything they could but to talk about the 
question at hand and when they talked about it, they kind of glided over it, almost as if they were 
embarrassed of their arguments," Cassidy said.
Republican Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz, who voted to declare the impeachment trial 
unconstitutional, also criticized Trump’s legal defense team.
Castor, for his part, told reporters he thought the legal defense team "had a good day," adding 
that they would make adjustments if needed. Defense attorney David Schoen said he thought 
his partner Castor "did a great job."
Castor and Schoen joined the team just recently after five of Trump's impeachment lawyers quit.
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New START Must Address Al Weapons to Survive Beyond 2026 - Ex-Pentagon Official

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States and Russia must include artificial 
intelligence (Al) weapons within the scope of the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New 
START) if the pact is to remain relevant beyond 2026, former US Air Force Lieutenant Colonel 
and Defense Department official Karen Kwiatkowski told Sputnik.
Last week, Russia and the United States extended the New START treaty, the last remaining 
arms control pact between the two nuclear powers, until 2026. Russian Ambassador to the 
United States Anatoly Antonov has said the five-year period could provide a window for talks on 
all factors that affect strategic stability. The pact limits each country’s strategic nuclear arsenals 
to 1,550 deployed warheads and 700 deployed missiles and heavy bombers.
"The strategic (long range) nuclear warheads [vector]... is actually somewhat old-fashioned, and 
in many ways not as significant as newer advances in defense and offense [such as] computer 
and Al driven network and denial of use attacks," Kwiatkowski, who served as a political-military 
affairs officer on Mideast policy at the Pentagon, said.
Kwiatkowski said most believe New START will not survive beyond 2026 because of this, along 
with the fact that President Joe Biden's administration is unlikely able or willing to muster the 
creativity - and trust - that would be needed to extend the pact.
"Verification of this cornucopia of techniques, software and weapons types are more difficult, 
and require far more trust between negotiating partners," she said. "If Biden was more 
energetic, aware, and more interested in government accountability within the US security state, 
that could lead to more trust between potential signatories, and with more trust, more 
innovation."
Other problems the two nuclear powers face include modern advances in conventional 
weapons, above, on and under the sea, often conducted at a more tactical range beyond the 
New START's strategic concerns, she added.
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"One sticking point on renewal of New START by the previous administration was enhancing 
verification protocols," Kwiatkowski said. "Biden's continuation of the existing treaty leaves 
verification methods limited and status quo, even as both side believe the other is violating the 
spirit, if not the letter, of the treaty."
Nevertheless, Kwiatkowski hailed the renewal of New START as "a positive sign," even though 
it came with very little effort on the part of the United States or Russia.
"The US Senate was not involved, and the extension by design, took only a signature by 
President Biden. It is a positive sign that the Biden Administration is interested in arms control 
treaties - however, actually reducing nuclear weapons is not anticipated under this particular 
treaty," she said.
In addition to political hurdles, she added, the US military-industrial complex could also derail 
efforts to extend the pact beyond 2026.
"One problem is that the United States has evolved, or perhaps degenerated, into the kind of 
state in which this administration may be constrained by the interests of the security and 
intelligence apparatus, much as it was under President Trump," she said.
Biden might slow down any further increases in US military spending but he was very unlikely to 
reverse or cut any of the budget increases and new programs that were launched by the Trump 
administration, Kwiatkowski advised.
"The Pentagon is well invested in a future that includes sea, land, air and space launched 
weapons of all types, indicative of where we are today and also where Russia and other 
countries are to a similar extent," she said.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UPDATE 2 - Trump Impeachment Trial Begins, Republicans Outraged Over Defense Team's 
Performance

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Several Republicans, including the defendant himself, 
were disappointed with the legal defense team's performance on the first day of President 
Donald Trump's impeachment trial, hours after the high chamber voted to approve the legality of 
the proceedings.
The Senate by a 56-44 vote earlier in the day declared that the trial was constitutional before 
proceedings got underway on Tuesday. Six Republicans were among those who approved 
moving the trial forward.
Democrats and some Republicans seek to use the sole Article of Impeachment - the incitement 
of insurrection - to disqualify Trump from holding public office, including running for president in 
2024.
The Article of Impeachment alleges that in the months preceding the January 6 incident at the 
US Capitol, Trump repeatedly issued false statements asserting that the election results were 
the product of widespread fraud and should not be accepted by the American people.
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"President Trump's team was disorganized, they did everything they could but to taik about the 
question at hand and when they talked about it, they kind of glided over it, almost as if they were 
embarrassed of their arguments" Senator Bill Cassidy said on Tuesday.
Cassidy was one of six Republican Senators who sided with Democrats on Tuesday in a vote to 
declare the Trump impeachment trial constitutional with a 56-44 vote. He had previously voted 
two weeks ago to dismiss the impeachment trial that failed with a 55-45 vote 
Cassidy said the House prosecutors were focused, organized, and made a compelling 
argument.
"If I'm an impartial juror, and one side is doing a great job, and the other side is doing a terrible 
job, on the issue at hand, an impartial juror, I'm going to vote for the side that did the good job," 
Cassidy said.
Republican Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz, who voted to declare the impeachment trial 
unconstitutional, also criticized Trump's legal defense team.
Cornyn told reporters he has seen many arguments and that was not one of the "finest" he has 
seen. Cruz said Trump's legal defense team did not do "the most effective job."
CNN reported that Trump himself was enraged by his defense team's opening argument.
Trump attorney Bruce Castor told reporters he thought the legal defense team "had a good 
day," adding that they would not make any adjustments regardless of the criticism received from 
senators. Defense attorney David Schoen said he thought his partner Castor "did a great job." 
Castor and Schoen barely joined Trump's legal team earlier this month after five of his 
impeachment lawyers, including Butch Bowers and Deborah Barbier, had left the legal team.
At least 17 Republican Senators need to side with Democrats to have the required two-third 
majority to convict Trump.
Former Trump adviser Steve Bannon said the Republican approach is not winning the image 
battle in commenting on the legal team that was assembled reportedly by Senator Lindsay 
Graham.
"The strategy is not working... this is asymmetric information warfare: Democrats argue a 
coherent made-for-TV fantasy that works on an emotional level. [Senator] Lindsey Graham's 
team argues the constitution and nobody cares. Changes needed and needed now," Bannon 
told AP.
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UPDATE - Republicans Slam Trump Defense Team’s Performance on Day 1 of Impeachment 
Trial

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Multiple Republican Senators are criticizing former 
President Donald Trump's legal defense team's performance on the first day of the 
impeachment trial.
"President Trump's team was disorganized, they did everything they could but to talk about the 
question at hand and when they talked about it, they kind of glided over it, almost as if they were 
embarrassed of their arguments" Senator Bill Cassidy said on Tuesday.
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Cassidy said the House prosecutors were focused, organized, and made a compelling 
argument.
"If I'm an impartial juror, and one side is doing a great job, and the other side is doing a terrible 
job, on the issue at hand, an impartial juror, I'm going to vote for the side that did the good job," 
Cassidy said.
Cassidy was one of six Republican Senators who sided with Democrats on Tuesday in a vote to 
declare the Trump impeachment trial constitutional with a 56-44 vote. He had previously voted 
two weeks ago to dismiss the impeachment trial that failed with a 55-45 vote.
Republican Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz, who voted to declare the impeachment trial 
unconstitutional, also criticized Trump's legal defense team.
Cornyn told reporters he has seen many arguments and that was not one of the "finest" he has 
seen. Cruz said Trump's legal defense team did not do "the most effective job."
CNN reported that Trump himself was enraged by his defense team's opening argument.
Trump attorney Bruce Castor told reporters he thought the legal defense team "had a good 
day," adding that they would not make any adjustments regardless of the criticism received from 
senators. Defense attorney David Schoen said he thought his partner Castor "did a great job." 
Castor and Schoen barely joined Trump's legal team earlier this month after five of his 
impeachment lawyers, including Butch Bowers and Deborah Barbier, had left the legal team.
At least 17 Republican Senators need to side with Democrats to have the required two-third 
majority to convict Trump.
Democrats and some Republicans seek to use the sole Article of Impeachment - the incitement 
of insurrection - to disqualify Trump from holding public office, including running for president in 
2024. The Article of Impeachment alleges that in the months preceding the January 6 incident at 
the US Capitol, Trump repeatedly issued false statements asserting that the election results 
were the product of widespread fraud and should not be accepted by the American people.
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ICC Calls on States to Fully Cooperate Amid Reports Israel May Try to Sabotage Probe

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The International Criminal Court (ICC) is calling on 
states to fully cooperate amid reports that Israel will seek to sabotage the court's investigation 
into its alleged war crimes, spokesperson Fadi El Abdallah told Sputnik.
Media reported earlier that Israel will ask dozens of its allies to urge the ICC prosecutor Fatou 
Bensouda not to proceed with an investigation against Israel regarding alleged war crimes in the 
West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem.
"The ICC counts on the full support and cooperation of its States Parties, and the international 
community more broadly, to advance its crucial mandate of providing accountability for atrocity 
crimes where it has jurisdiction," the spokesperson said.
US State Department spokesperson Ned Price previously said that the United States had 
serious concerns about the ICC’s attempts to exercise its jurisdiction over Israeli citizens.
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On Friday, the ICC ruled that it has jurisdiction to open an investigation into Israel's alleged war 
crimes on the occupied Palestinian territories. Bensouda has claimed since December 2019 that 
there was sufficient evidence to open a full investigation into possible war crimes.
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Trump Unhappy With His Defense Lawyer's Opening Argument in Impeachment Trial - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Former President Donald Trump is unhappy with his 
defense lawyer's opening argument on the first day of the impeachment trial, CNN reported 
citing two people familiar with the matter.
Trump was so disappointed with defense attorney Bruce Cantor's opening argument that he 
was "almost screaming," the report said on Tuesday.
Republican Senators such as Bill Cassidy, John Cornyn, and Ted Cruz have already publicly 
criticized Trump's legal defense team for struggling to address the constitutional argument in the 
trial about whether it is constitutional to hold a trial for a US president that is no longer in office. 
The Senate voted 56-44 on Tuesday to declare the Trump impeachment trial constitutional. Six 
Republican Senators sided with Democrats on the vote.
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Canada Reviewing Iran Official Recording on Flight PS752 Being Intentionally Hit - Reports

TORONTO, February 9 (Sputnik) - Canadian officials are reviewing a secret audio allegedly of 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif discussing the possibility that Ukrainian 
International Airlines flight 752 may have been intentionally brought down, state broadcaster 
CBC reported.
The official, identified by CBC sources as Zarif, said that there are a "thousand possibilities" to 
explain the jet downing, including the distinct possibility of a premeditated attack by infiltrators, 
the report said based on a recording provided by unnamed sources on Tuesday.
"Even if you assume that it was an organized intentional act, they would never tell us or anyone 
else," the alleged official said in Farsi as quoted and translated by the CBC. "There would have 
been two to three people who did this. And it's not at all unlikely. They could have been 
infiltrators. There are a thousand possibilities. Maybe it was really because of the war and it was 
the radar."
The alleged official also said that the Iranian government is unlikely to ever disclose the truth 
concerning the downing of flight PS752, the report said.
"There are reasons that they will never be revealed," the alleged official said. "They won't tell us, 
nor anyone else, because if they do it will open some doors into the defense systems of the 
country that will not be in the interest of the nation to publicly say."
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Canada’s former top diplomat, Francois-Philippe Champagne, previously stated that he does 
not believe the downing of the jet was caused by human error.
Ukrainian International Airlines flight PS752 crashed shortly after takeoff from Tehran after 
being shot down by the Iranian military. The passengers were mostly Canadian and Iranian 
nationals and nine Ukrainian crew members.
The Iranian military said it was on high alert at the time of the accident, which happened hours 
after it fired missiles at two US bases in Iraq in retaliation for the drone strike that killed top 
Iranian general Qasem Soleimani.
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Republicans Slam Trump Defense Team's Performance on Day 1 of Impeachment Trial

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Multiple Republican Senators are criticizing former 
President Donald Trump's legal defense team's performance on the first day of the 
impeachment trial.
"President Trump’s team was disorganized, they did everything they could but to talk about the 
question at hand and when they talked about it, they kind of glided over it, almost as if they were 
embarrassed of their arguments" Senator Bill Cassidy said on Tuesday.
Cassidy said the House prosecutors were focused, organized, and made a compelling 
argument.
"If I’m an impartial juror, and one side is doing a great job, and the other side is doing a terrible 
job, on the issue at hand, an impartial juror, I’m going to vote for the side that did the good job," 
Cassidy said.
Cassidy was one of six Republican Senators who sided with Democrats on Tuesday in a vote to 
declare the Trump impeachment trial constitutional with a 56-44 vote. He had previously voted 
two weeks ago to dismiss the impeachment trial that failed with a 55-45 vote.
Republican Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz, who voted to declare the impeachment trial 
unconstitutional, also criticized Trump's legal defense team.
Cornyn told reporters he has seen many arguments and that was not one of the "finest" he has 
seen. Cruz said Trump's legal defense team did not do "the most effective job."
At least 17 Republican Senators need to side with Democrats to have the required two-third 
majority to convict Trump.
Democrats and some Republicans seek to use the sole Article of Impeachment - the incitement 
of insurrection - to disqualify Trump from holding public office, including running for president in 
2024. The Article of Impeachment alleges that in the months preceding the January 6 incident at 
the US Capitol, Trump repeatedly issued false statements asserting that the election results 
were the product of widespread fraud and should not be accepted by the American people.
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Ottawa Will Review Alleged Chinese Influence at Canadian Visa Centers in Beijing - Trudeau

TORONTO, February 9 (Sputnik) - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says he has asked the 
relevant ministers to look into a report that alleges Canada’s visa application center in Beijing is 
run by city’s Public Security Bureau.
On Monday, The Globe and Mail alleged that the Beijing Shuangxiong Foreign Service 
Company, which is contracted to operate Canada’s visa application center in China’s capital, is 
owned by the Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau, which serves as the city's public security 
agency and police department.
"We, of course, take these reports extremely seriously and I have asked the ministers involved 
to follow up and ensure that we can guarantee the safety and integrity of our visa systems for all 
applicants," Trudeau told reporters on Tuesday.
Trudeau elaborated that the Canadian government has ensured that VFS Global, a visa and 
administrative processing company based in Dubai, is safeguarding applicants’ data in 
accordance with Canadian privacy practices. Trudeau added that in the case of subcontractors - 
Beijing requires that companies partner with local companies when conducting business in 
China - his government works to ensure that Canadian privacy standards are also observed. 
Global Affairs Canada and the office of Foreign Minister Marc Garneau did not immediately 
respond to Sputnik’s request for comment.
Sino-Canadian relations soured after the Canadian authorities detained Huawei CFO Meng 
Wanzhou in 2018 at the request of the United States to which China is alleged to have 
responded by arresting two Canadian nationals on charges of espionage in China. The tense 
relationship has been further exacerbated by Canada’s condemnation of the new Chinese law 
on national security in Hong Kong.
Chinese officials have claimed that Canada’s deference to US foreign policy served as a 
catalyst for the growing diplomatic rift.
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US Senate Says Trump Impeachment Trial Constitutional

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US Senate upheld that the impeachment trial of 
former President Donald Trump is constitutional.
The Senate on Tuesday voted 56-44 to proceed with the impeachment trial, which will resume 
Wednesday at noon.
Six Republican Senators voted to continue the impeachment trial, including Senators Susan 
Collins, Lisa Murkowski, Mitt Romney, Pat Toomey, Ben Sasse and Bill Cassidy.
Cassidy is the only Republican to change his stance on the issue following oral arguments 
earlier on Tuesday. He previously voted to support Senator Rand Paul's motion two weeks ago 
to dismiss the impeachment trial that failed in a 55-45 vote.
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At least 17 Republican Senators need to side with Democrats to have the required two-third 
majority to convict Trump.
Democrats and some Republicans seek to use the sole Article of Impeachment - the incitement 
of insurrection - to disqualify Trump from holding public office, including running for president in 
2024. The Article of Impeachment alleges that in the months preceding the January 6 incident at 
the US Capitol, Trump repeatedly issued false statements asserting that the election results 
were the product of widespread fraud and should not be accepted by the American people.
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Congressional Budget Office Estimates $75Bln-$180Bln Cost for US Cruise Missile Defense

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The lowest cost option for an integrated US national 
defense against cruise missiles would cost between $75 billion and $180 billion, the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) said in a report.
"Modified versions of systems that the military uses today could be purchased for homeland 
cruise missile defense," the report said on Tuesday. "CBO estimates that the lowest-cost 
'architectures’ it examined - integrated systems that comprise airborne or space-based radars, 
surface-to-air missiles, and fighter aircraft - would cost roughly $75 billion to $180 billion to 
acquire and operate for 20 years.
The report then presents a skeptical analysis of whether such a defense would be needed 
because US adversaries now have plenty of less expensive and potentially more damaging 
options than cruise missiles.
Those options include attacks with truck bombs, a technique used by terrorists, or by ballistic 
missiles from hostile nations that plummet to Earth from outer space in contrast to ground 
hugging cruise missiles, the report said.
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Canada to Forgive Some Erroneous Relief Payments Made to Self-Employed Recipients

TORONTO, February 9 (Sputnik) - Canada will forgive some of the erroneous stimulus 
payments made to self-employed recipients, Employment, Workforce Development and 
Disability Inclusion Minister Carla Qualtrough said.
"Today, the Government of Canada announced that self-employed individuals who applied for 
the Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) and would have qualified based on their 
gross income will not be required to repay the benefit, provided they also met all other eligibility 
requirements," Qualtrough said in a statement on Tuesday.
Receipt of the CERB - a $1,400 monthly benefit for workers affected by the novel coronavirus 
pandemic - is conditional on a few prerequisites, including earnings of at least $4,000 the
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previous fiscal year. However, a significant portion of self-employed individuals applied for the 
benefit based on gross income of $4,000 rather than net income.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced that the government will also defer payments on 
some outstanding tax debts until April 2022.
"We’re providing one year without interest on certain 2020 tax debt," Trudeau told reporters. "If 
you received emergency federal benefits, like the CERB, and you made up to $75,000 
[US$59,000] in taxable income you will not have to pay interest on your 2020 tax debt until April 
of next year."
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Wall Street’s Tech Barometer Nasdaq Cracks 14,000-Point Ceiling First Time Ever

NEW YORK, February 9 (Sputnik) - \Na\\ Street’s tech stocks barometer, the Nasdaq, broke 
above 14,000 points the first time ever on Tuesday as US equity markets remained broadly 
positive over President Joe Biden’s upcoming economic stimulus plans.
"Stocks are still where everyone wants to be and that probably won’t change unless we have a 
major setback with the stimulus," senior market strategist Ed Moya said, pointing to Nasdaq’s 
four straight days of gains that upheld US equities even as two other key stock indexes - the 
S&P500 and Dow - trended flat.
Nasdaq, which includes tech giants such as Face book, Apple, Amazon, Netflix and Google, 
closed up 0.1 percent at 14,008, after setting an all-time high of 14,045. The index has gained 1 
percent since the start of this week, extending last week’s 6 percent rise.
The S&P 500, a barometer for the top 500 US stocks, settled at 3,913, while the S&P 500 
gained 0.6 percent this week, after rising 4.7 percent last week.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average, the broadest gauge of the New York Stock Exchange, was 
also barely changed with its close of 31,376. The Dow gained 0.7 percent this week, adding to 
last week’s 3.9 percent gain.
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Trump Lawyer Warns Against ‘Commonplace Partisan Impeachments’

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump’s lawyer Bruce 
Castor urged lawmakers not to trivialize impeachments and warned that the pressure to 
respond in kind will be enormous once the political pendulum shifts.
Castor was the first to lay out the defense's arguments at the Senate, which started Trump's 
impeachment trial earlier in the day and was deliberating whether it has a jurisdiction over the 

case.
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“If we go down the road that my very worthy adversary here, [House manager] Mr. [Jamie] 
Raskin, asks you to go down, the floodgates will open,” Castor said. “The political pendulum will 
shift one day. This chamber and the chamber across the way will change one day. And partisan 
impeachments will become commonplace... The pressure will be enormous to respond in kind." 
Castor called on lawmakers to reverse the tide and preserve impeachments as “the ultimate 
safety valve” and “the most rare treatment.”
"Until the impeachment of [US President] Bill Clinton no one alive had ever lived through a 
presidential impeachment... Now most of us have lived through three of them,” Castor said. 
Democrats and some Republicans seek to use the sole Article of Impeachment - the incitement 
of insurrection - to disqualify Trump from holding public office, including running for president in 
2024. The Article of Impeachment alleges that in the months preceding the January 6 incident at 
the US Capitol, Trump repeatedly issued false statements asserting that the election results 
were the product of widespread fraud and should not be accepted by the American people. 
Castor defended Trump’s statements as speech protected by the First Amendment, including 
the speech he gave on January 6 in which he called on his supporters to protest peacefully and 
patriotically.
“This trial is about trading liberty for the security from the mob. Honestly, no! We can’t be 
thinking about that. We can’t possibly be suggesting that we punish people for political speech 
in this country. If people go and commit lawless acts as a result of their beliefs and they cross 
the line they should be locked up,” he said.
Castor also argued that the Senate lacks jurisdiction over Trump because he holds no public 
office from which he can be removed.
"Article 1 section 3 says judgments in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to 
removal from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust, profit under the United 
States,” he said. “What is so hard about that? Which of those words are unclear - shall not 
extend further than to removal from office? President Trump no longer is in office. The object of 
the Constitution has been achieved. He was removed by the voters.”
Castor added that now that Trump is out of office he could be arrested if there were legal 
grounds for that.
"There is no opportunity where the President of the United States can run rampant in January, 
the end of his term, and just go away Scott free. The Department of Justice does know what to 
do with such people. So far I haven’t seen any activity in that direction,” he said.
"And not only that. The people, who stormed this building and breached it, were not accused of 
conspiring with the President,” Castor added.
Earlier on Tuesday, the Justice Department said more than 200 defendants have been charged 
in federal court in connection with the unrest at the Capitol on January 6.
Upon hearing both sides, the Senate is expected to vote on the constitutionality of the trial. 
Unless the case dismissed over lack of jurisdiction, the House managers, who act as 
prosecutors, and Trump’s lawyers each will be given 16 hours over two days to lay out their 
arguments.
The Constitution requires a two-thirds vote for conviction, meaning that at least 17 of the 50 
Senate Republicans have to join their Democratic colleagues. Last month, only five of them 
voted against a procedural motion to dismiss the trial on constitutional grounds, an indication 
that the impeachment lacks the necessary support.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2021 11:11:18 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2021 11:11:18 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Senate Says Trump Impeachment Trial is Constitutional

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US Senate has upheld that former President Donald 
Trump's impeachment trial is constitutional.
The Senate on Tuesday voted 56-44 to proceed with Trump's impeachment trial, which will 
resume Wednesday at noon.
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Five People Injured in Shooting at Minnesota Health Clinic - Hospital Official

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Five people have been injured in a shooting at a health 
clinic in the US state of Minnesota, Allina Health Buffalo Hospital President Kelly Spratt said in a 
press conference.
"We had a total of five patients that were transported from the clinic...at this point I do not have 
the most up-to-date information on the patients' conditions," Spratt said on Tuesday evening. 
Spratt said he did not have any information on whether any of the victims have died in the 
shooting at Allina Health Clinic.
Wright County Sheriff Sean Derringer said the suspect has been identified as 67-year-old 
Gregory Ulrich, who has a history of encounters with local law enforcement.
Derringer added that the Minneapolis bomb squad is on the scene of the incident responding to 
a suspicious package found in the lobby of the clinic. Sheriff deputies also found suspicious 
devices at a local hotel Ulrich was staying at prior to the shooting.
Buffalo Police Chief Pat Budke said he can not confirm if explosive devices were used during 
the shooting until authorities have completely secured the scene of the incident.
Earlier on Tuesday, Minnesota Governor Tim Walz said he was briefed on the shooting and it 
appeared explosive devices were used in the attack as well.
Budke said there is no information at this point indicating this incident is linked to any type of 
domestic terrorism.
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Pilot's Actions Probably Cause of Kobe Bryant Fatal Helicopter Crash - Safety Report
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WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Pilot error or bad decision making caused the helicopter 
crash that killed legendary basketball star Kobe Bryant in California a year ago, the National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) said in a press release.
"The NTSB determined during a public meeting Tuesday, a pilot’s decision to continue flight 
under visual flight rules into instrument meteorological conditions, which resulted in the pilot’s 
spatial disorientation and loss of control, led to the fatal, January 26, 2020, crash of a Sikorsky 
S-76B helicopter in Calabasas, California," the release said on Tuesday.
The pilot and eight passengers, including Bryant, died when the helicopter entered a rapidly 
descending left turn and crashed into terrain. The flight departed from John Wayne 
Airport-Orange County in Santa Ana and was bound for Camarillo, the release noted. 
"Unfortunately, we continue to see these same issues influence poor decision making among 
otherwise experienced pilots in aviation crashes. Had this pilot not succumbed to the pressures 
he placed on himself to continue the flight into adverse weather, it is likely this accident would 
not have happened," NTSB Chairman Robert Sumwalt said.
Contributing to the accident was the pilot’s likely self-induced pressure and plan continuation 
bias, which adversely affected his decision making, the release said.
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UNSC Urges Libya's Interim Authorities to Swiftly Agree on Forming New Government

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - The UN Security Council adopted a presidential 
statement on Libya calling on the country’s unified interim executive authority to swiftly agree on 
forming a new inclusive government, United Kingdom Ambassador to the United Nations 
Barbara Woodward said.
"The Security Council calls on the interim executive authority to agree swiftly on the formation of 
a new inclusive government as set out in the roadmap agreed by the Libyan Political Dialogue 
Forum in Tunis, and to make the necessary preparations ahead of national presidential and 
parliamentary elections planned for the 24th of December, 2021," Woodward, who presides with 
the Security Council in February, said on Tuesday.
Last Friday, the Libyan Political Dialogue Forum selected the country’s new interim unity 
government that will be in charge until a national general election is held on December 24.
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Senators Reintroduce Bill to Offer US Refugee Status to Hong Kong Citizens - Rubio

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Twelve US senators have reintroduced bipartisan 
legislation to offer refugee status in the United States to citizens of Hong Kong who protested 
against the government of China, Senator Marco Rubio said in a press release.
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"This bipartisan legislation would ensure those Hong Kongers who peacefully protested Beijing’s 
corrupt justice system, and have a well-founded fear of persecution, are eligible for Priority 2 
Refugee status," Rubio said in the release on Tuesday.
The bill was reintroduced in response to China's law safeguarding national security in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR), the release said.
The proposed bill would grant Priority 2 Refugee Status to Hong Kong citizens who participated 
in the protest movement and feared persecution, the release said.
"Refugees from Hong Kong will not be subjected to the numerical limitation," the release added. 
The bill would also waive immigration intent as a factor for non-immigrant visas, according to the 
release.
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UNSC Calls on Somalia's Leaders to Resume Dialogue, Hold Election as Soon as Possible

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - The UN Security Council urged Somalia's leaders to 
re-engage in dialogue with an objective to hold the general elections as soon as possible, the 
President of the Security Council, UK Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Barbara 
Woodward, said in a statement.
Earlier, Somali opposition leaders announced they no longer recognized President Mohamed 
Abdullahi Mohamed, also known as Farmaajo, after his term expired on Sunday and no 
progress was made about an election call.
"The members of the Security Council called for Somalia's leaders to resume their dialogue 
urgently and work together in the interests of the people of Somalia to reach consensus on the 
arrangements for the conduct of inclusive elections, with a view to holding them as soon as 
possible," Woodward said Tuesay following closed consultations on the situation in the country. 
The elections, initially scheduled for 2020, were repeatedly delayed for a number of reasons, 
including the COVID-19 pandemic and hostilities with terrorists from the al-Shabaab militant 
group, linked to al-Qaeda (terrorist organization, banned in Russia).
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SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik)

EU-RUSSIA RELATIONS
* The political dialogue between Russia and the European Union has come to a standstill, the 
bloc's foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, said Tuesday.
* The European Union might impose new sanctions on Russia, Borrell said.
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* Russia and the European Union are not yet going to expei each others' ambassadors, Russian 
Ambassador to Poland Sergey Andreyev said.

IRAN DEVELOPMENTS
* Russia welcomes the change in Washington's policy on the Iran nuclear deal, and is ready for 
constructive cooperation, Russia's Permanent Representative to International Organizations in 
Vienna Mikhail Ulyanov said in an interview with Sputnik.
* The United States and Iran should establish contact via a multilateral informal meeting to 
make progress on the nuclear deal, if bilateral meetings are not yet acceptable for them,
Ulyanov told Sputnik.
* -V\feshington's return to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) should envision the 
lifting of the previously imposed Tehran sanctions, and Iran's full commitment to its obligations, 
Ulyanov said.

WHO INVESTIGATION ON CORONAVIRUS ORIGINS
* There is no evidence of coronavirus circulation in any animal species in China in late 2019, 
Peter Ben Embarek, a World Health Organization (WHO) expert specializing in food safety, said 
on Tuesday.
* The coronavirus outbreak was most likely caused by introduction through intermediary host 
species, while a laboratory leak is extremely unlikely to have triggered the outbreak, Embarek, 
said.
* The United States has not seen the Wbrld Health Organization (WHO) report on the origins of 
novel coronavirus and hopes to receive it soon, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki told 
reporters.

SHOOTING IN MINNESOTA
* Law enforcement officers are responding to an active shooter situation at a healthcare facility 
in Buffalo, Minnesota, the US Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) said 
on Tuesday.
* There are multiple victims in a shooting at a health clinic in Buffalo, the Department of Public 
Safety said.

INTERNTAIONAL TALKS ON SYRIA
* Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov held a phone conversation with UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and the sides discussed the Syrian settlement and efforts 
to fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, the Russian Foreign Ministry said on Tuesday.
* UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen said he plans to attend the Astana format meeting 
on Syria in Russia's Sochi this month.

CORONAVIRUS VACCINES
* Mongolia’s Health Ministry has registered Russia's Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine by a 
sped-up procedure, the Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) said Tuesday.
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* Russia may soon send the Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine to inoculate its diplomatic personnel 
and Russian citizens who reside in the United States, Russian Ambassador in Washington 
Anatoly Antonov told reporters,
* The U nited States will switch from observer to participant in the Facilitation Council of the 
COVAX vaccine distribution tool, Colin Mclff, a senior official at the US Department of Health 
and Human Services, said.
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Senator Grassley Seeks COVID-19 Vaccine Data Over Reports State of Iowa Being 
Shortchanged

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - News reports indicating the US state of Iowa is not 
receiving its fair share of coronavirus vaccines prompted home state Senators Chuck Grassley 
and Joni Ernst to request distribution data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in a letter released on Tuesday.
“lowans must have confidence we are receiving our fair share of vaccines. I appreciate the CDC 
routinely releasing state-by-state vaccine data for allocation, doses delivered, and 
administration. However, it is difficult to determine based on this data whether Iowa is receiving 
its fair share,” the senators wrote in the letter to the CDC Director Rochelle Walensky,
The letter contends CDC publication of its distribution formula on a weekly basis would allow 
lowans and everyone else to determine whether the nation’s limited supply of vaccines is being 
divvied up fairly and also help build confidence in the vaccine distribution process.
The lawmakers cited news reports suggesting that Iowa is lagging behind other states in 
vaccines delivered and said that available CDC data does not provide transparency into each 
state’s vaccine allocation formula.
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Biden Says Not Watching Impeachment Trial, Focused on Pandemic

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US President Joseph Biden on Tuesday said he has his 
own obligations including fighting the pandemic and does not plan to watch former President 
Donald Trump's impeachment trial.
US senators approved on Tuesday procedures and timelines for Trump's impeachment trial and 
moved to debate on the constitutionality of the process.
"I am not,” Biden told reporters when asked if he was going to watch the trial. "My job is to keep 
people. Ws've already lost over 450,000 people [and] we're gonna lose a whole lot more if we 
don't act and act decisively and quickly."
Biden said many Americans are struggling with food insecurity, including children - and focusing 
on that problem was his job.
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"The Senate has their job and they are about to begin it. I am sure they are going to conduct 
themselves well. That's all I am going to say about impeachment," Biden said.
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Biden Should Scrap US Efforts to Extradite Assange From UK - Rights Groups 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration should drop the US 
government's appeal to extradite WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange from the United Kingdom 
and scrap its charges against him, 24 human rights and freedom of the press organizations 
wrote in a letter to Acting US Attorney General Monty Wilkinson on Tuesday.
"We, the undersigned press freedom, civil liberties, and international human rights advocacy 
organizations, write today to share our profound concern about the ongoing criminal and 
extradition proceedings relating to Julian Assange, the founder of Wikileaks, under the 
Espionage Act and the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act," the letter said.
The US government’s indictment of Assange posed a grave threat to press freedom both in the 
United States and abroad, the letter said.
"We urge you to drop the appeal of the decision by Judge Vanessa Baraitser of the Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court to reject the Trump administration’s extradition request. We also urge you to 
dismiss the underlying indictment," the rights groups wrote.
Groups signing the letter included the American Civil Liberties Union, Amnesty International - 
USA, Center for Constitutional Rights, Committee to Protect Journalists, Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, Human Rights Watch and the National Coalition Against Censorship.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Ex-Slovak Foreign Minister Kubis Assumes Role as UN Envoy to Libya - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - Slovakia's former foreign minister Jan Kubis on 
Monday officially assumed the role of the UN Special Envoy for Libya and head of the UN 
Support Mission in that country (UNSMIL), the UN Office of the Spokesperson said in a 
statement on Tuesday.
"As he assumed functions yesterday, the UN Secretary-General Special Envoy for Libya and 
Head of the UNSMIL, Jan Kubis continued his interactions with Libyan interlocutors, following 
his telephone calls with President of the Presidency Council Mr. Fayez Serraj and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Mr. Mohammed Siala the day before," the statement said on Tuesday.
Kubis also spoke over the phone with the President of the Presidency Council-designate 
Mohammad Younes Menfi and the Prime Minister-designate, Abdul Hamid Mohammed 
Dbeibah, on the roadmap to ensure the smooth transition of power to the new unified interim 
executive authority in Libya, according to the statement.
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On Friday, the Libyan Political Dialogue Forum (LPDF) selected the country's new interim unity 
government that will be in charge until a national general election, scheduled for December 24. 
Kubis stressed the UN's commitment to ensure a stable, prosperous, sovereign and unified 
Libya, building on the positive developments achieved over the past months by his predecessor, 
the outgoing Acting Special Envoy for Libya, Stephanie Williams.
Under Wiliams' leadership, who had been in charge since March, Libya's warring parties - the 
Government of National Accord (GNA) and the Libyan National Army (LNA) - signed a 
nationwide ceasefire agreement during the United Nations-facilitated commission talks in 
Geneva in October.
In early November, the warring sides agreed to launch the UN-led talks to find a political 
solution to the crisis. In mid-November, participants agreed on a road map to unify state power 
bodies in the country.
Libya has been torn by internal conflicts since 2011, when its longtime leader Muammar 
Gaddafi was overthrown and murdered. The North African country has been split between rival 
administrations for years, with the western part being controlled by the GNA and the eastern 
part by the LNA.
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US House Republicans Urge Senate to Reject Biden's Budget Director Nominee

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US House Republicans on Tuesday urged the Senate to 
quash the nomination of Neera Tanden to lead the White House budget office.
"The letter points to instances during Tanden's career - particularly in her role as the head of 
the Center for American Progress (CAP) - where she did not exemplify the level of sound 
judgement, bipartisan civility, and leadership that is needed at OMB,” House Budget Committee 
Republicans said in a statement accompanying a letter to the Senate.
The letter to Senate Leader Chuck Schumer and ranking Republican Mitch McConnell also cited 
partisan attacks by Tanden on social media, as well as Tanden’s recent deletion of more than 
1,000 statements from her Twitter account.
In a Senate confirmation hearing on Tuesday, Tanden apologized for the deleted tweets, many 
directed against Republican senators.
“I deeply regret and apologize for my language and some of my past language. I recognize that 
this role is a bipartisan role, and I know I have to earn the trust of senators across the board,” 
she said.
The House Republicans’ letter noted that OMB is the largest unit in the Executive Office of the 
President, with more than 500 employees, adding that the office needs a leader able to exercise 
sound judgement and bipartisan civility.
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UPDATE - US Senate Adopts Impeachment Procedures, Debates Constitutionality

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US senators approved on Tuesday procedures and 
timelines for former President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial and moved to debate on the 
constitutionality of the process.
The resolution "providing for procedures concerning the article of impeachment against Donald 
John Trump, former President of the United States", S.Res.47, was adopted by a vote of 89-11. 
On Tuesday, the Senate has four hours to hear both side’s conflicting arguments and finally 
vote on whether Trump is subject to its jurisdiction. House managers, who serve as prosecutors, 
insist that it would set a dangerous precedent to declare a former official unimpeachable for 
misdeeds in his final days in office.
"The Presidents can’t commit grave offenses in their final days and escape any congressional 
response. That’s not how our Constitution works," Congressman Joe Neguse said. “You don’t 
need to be a constitutional scholar to know that the argument President Trump asks you to 
adopt is not just wrong, it’s dangerous. And you don’t have to take my word for it. This body... 
has reached that same conclusion in one form or another over the past 200 years in multiple 
occasions.
He cited precedent and opinions of “over 150 constitutional scholars, experts, judges, 
conservative, liberal, you name it.” “They overwhelmingly have reached the same conclusion 
that, of course, you can try, convict and disqualify a former President,” Neguse said.
His colleague Jamie Raskin argued that a president is forbidden to commit crimes and 
misdemeanors “at any point when he is in office.”
“There can be no doubt it’s a valid and legitimate impeachment. The Senate has the sole power 
to try all impeachment’s. All means all. There are no exceptions,” he said.
Trump’s lawyers, who will speak later, argue that impeachment is designed to remove officials 
from office and therefore is not applicable to a private citizen.
Unless the case is dismissed on constitutional grounds, each side - the House of 
Representatives managers and Trump’s lawyers - will be given 16 hours over two days to 
present their case.
There will be equal time for Senators’ questions and for closing arguments as well as an 
opportunity to hold deliberations if the chamber so chooses. Senators will afterwards vote on the 
Article of Impeachment and, if the former President is convicted by an unlikely two-thirds 
majority, will proceed to a verdict on whether he is "qualified to enjoy any office of honor, trust or 
profit under the United States."
Trump’s lawyers urge the Senate to dismiss as unconstitutional and "self-evidently wrong" 
allegations that former President had a role in the January 6 attack on the Capitol by his 
loyalists who sought to prevent the congressional certification of his election loss.
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US Deeply Concerned About Election Standoff in Somalia - State Dept.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2021 11:11:18 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2021 11:11:18 AM

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States is profoundly concerned about the 
political standoff between Somali leaders, who have failed to strike a deal on holding new 
presidential elections in the country, State Department spokesman Ned Price said on Tuesday. 
Earlier, Somali opposition leaders announced they no longer recognized President Mohamed 
Abdullahi Mohamed, also known as Farmaajo, after his term expired on Sunday and no 
progress was made about an election call.
"The United States is deeply concerned about the absence of an election implementation 
agreement in Somalia," Price told reporters.
The US calls on Somali political leaders to reengage in negotiations on an urgently needed 
election, that is critical to the country's future, Price said.
Price added that a prolonged political stalemate could undermine reform and counterterrorism 
efforts.
The general elections, initially scheduled for 2020, were repeatedly delayed for a number of 
reasons, including the COVID-19 pandemic and hostilities with terrorists from the al-Shabaab 
militant group, linked to al-Qaeda (terrorist organization, banned in Russia).
The talks between the central government and all five federal states on the organization of 
presidential election to replace Farmaajo, who has been in office since 2017, have been stalled, 
as the negotiators failed to reach a compromise last week, before his term expired.
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US Gives Tentative Approval to $65Mln Sale of Radio Equipment to NATO - Defense Agency

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US State Department signed off on the proposes 
sale of more than 500 satellite radio systems to NATO, the Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency (DSCA) said in a press release on Tuesday.
"This proposed sale will ensure NATO warfighters have access to the latest C3I systems and 
technologies, and will be interoperable with US forces," the release said. "These capabilities 
increase secure communication effectiveness and efficiency and enhance military decision 
making."
The NATO Communications and Information Agency (NCIA) has requested to buy 517 radio 
systems type AN/PRC-158 Manpack UHF SATCOM, related hardware and technical support, 
the release said. The total estimated program cost is $65 million.
The AN/PRC-158 is a compact, modular and secure system designed for forward-deployed 
military units to communicate with command centers, according to the manufacturer LSHarris. 
2/9/2021 10:39:48 PM +03:00
'Multiple Victims' in Shooting at Health Clinic in US State of Minnesota - Safety Agency 
(Updates with more details in para 4)
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - There are multiple victims in a shooting at a health clinic 
in the Minnesota city of Buffalo, the Department of Public Safety said on Tuesday.
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"BCA special agents and crime scene personnel are en route to assist the Buffalo Police Dept, 
in the investigation of a shooting incident involving multiple victims," the department's Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension (BCA) said in a tweet.
Buffalo Police Chief Pat Budke told local television station KTSP that there are no fatalities as of 
Tuesday morning and one person has been taken into custody following the shooting at the 
Allina Clinic Crossroads campus.
The Star Tribune newspaper reported citing an emergency dispatch audio that about five people 
were seriously injured in the incident and a woman with three gunshot wounds was airlifted to a 
local hospital. The report also said a bomb detonated inside the facility about 30 minutes after 
the shooting had occurred.
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US Amphibious Assault Ship, Marine F-35s Now in Persian Gulf - Naval Institute

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The American amphibious assault ship Makin Island with 
Marine combat forces and F-35s deployed on board is now operating in the Persian Gulf, the 
US Naval Institute (USNI) said in a report on Tuesday.
"The USS Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) with elements of the 15th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) on board sailed through the Strait of Hormuz... and is now in the 
Persian Gulf," the article said citing US SthFleet. "Embarked on Makin Island are a detachment 
of Marine F-35B Lighting II Joint Strike Fighters."
The F-35s were used to support the repositioning of about 700 US troops from Somalia to other 
parts of Africa, USNI said.
The guided-missile cruiser USS Port Royal and the fleet oiler USNS Carl Brashear also entered 
the Gulf, the report added.
The Makin Island is the first US capital ship to operate in the Gulf since the nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier USS Nimitz left in November, according to USNI.
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US Strongly Condemns Violence Against Protesters in Myanmar - State Dept.

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States strongly condemns the violence 
by Myanmar’s security forces against people protesting the recent military coup and reiterates 
its call for the military to relinquish power, US Department of State spokesperson Ned Price told 
reporters on Tuesday.
"We strongly condemn violence against demonstrators. All individuals in Burma have rights to 
freedom of expression and association, peaceful assembly, including, for the purposes of 
peaceful protest," Price said. "We repeat our calls for the military to relinquish power, restore
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democraticaily elected governments, release those detained and lift all telecommunication 
restrictions and to refrain from violence."
Price also said the United States would soon be providing more details on its response to the 
situation in Myanmar.
"You will hear more about our policy, course of action in the coming days," Price said.
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US Concerned by China's Attempts to Intimidate Neighbors, Calls For Dialogue - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned by what it says are 
ongoing attempts by China to intimidate neighboring states and is reiterating support for 
dialogue and a peaceful resolution to the ongoing border dispute with India, US State 
Department spokesman Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"We are concerned by Beijing’s pattern of ongoing attempts to intimidate its neighbors," Price 
said.
The United States is steadfast in its support for direct dialogue and a peace resolution to the 
border dispute between China and India, Price added.
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US Looks Forward to Receiving WHO Report on Coronavirus Origin - White House

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States has not seen the World Health 
Organization (WHO) report on the origins of novel coronavirus and hopes to receive it soon, 
White House spokesperson Jen Psaki told reporters on Tuesday.
"We have seen those reports, the public reporting on it. Wfe are looking forward to receiving the 
report and data from the WHO investigation," Psaki said during a press briefing.
Earlier in the day, the WHO said there is no evidence the novel coronavirus circulated in any 
animal species in China in late 2019. The WHO also said was very unlikely that any virus could 
escape from the laboratories of the Wuhan Institute of Virology.
Psaki said the United States' supports the work of the WHO but noted that Washington was not 
participating in the investigation.
"We have expressed our concerns regarding the need for full transparency and access from 
China and the WHO to all information regarding the earliest days of the pandemic," Psaki said.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2021 11:11:18 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2021 11:11:18 AM

'Multiple Victims' in Shooting at Health Clinic in US State of Minnesota - Safety Agency 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - There are multiple victims in a shooting at a health clinic 
in the Minnesota city of Buffalo, the Department of Public Safety said on Tuesday.
"BCA special agents and crime scene personnel are en route to assist the Buffalo Police Dept, 
in the investigation of a shooting incident involving multiple victims," the department's Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension (BCA) said in a tweet.
Buffalo Police Chief Pat Budke told local television station KTSP that there are no fatalities as of 
Tuesday morning and one person has been taken into custody following the shooting at the 
Allina Clinic Crossroads campus.
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COVID-19 Vaccines Direct Shipment to 250 Local Health Units Begins Next Week - White 
House

WASHINGTON, January 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration plans to begin shipping 
coronavirus vaccines directly to health centers in low-income communities during the initial 
phase of a new distribution program that begins next week, White House Health Equity Task 
Force Chair Marcella Nunez-Smith said on Tuesday.
"Ultimately in this initial program phase we plan to reach 250 community health centers, 
Nunez-Smith said in a televised news conference. "We anticipate a subset ...to begin ordering 
vaccines as soon as next week."
Nunez-Smith explained the program targets more than 13,000 health centers that provide 
primary care to about 30 million Americans, two thirds of whom have incomes below the official 
poverty line.
The program supplements other efforts such as community vaccination centers and distributions 
to pharmacies, she added.
White House COVI D-19 Response Coordinator Jeff Zients estimated that 600 million doses of 
coronavirus vaccines would be available in the United States by this summer, presumably more 
than enough to inoculate the entire US adult population.
As of Tuesday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said more than 32 million 
Americans had received one or more doses of a coronavirus vaccine.
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Canada to Require Negative COVI D-19 Test for Travelers Starting February 15 - Trudeau

TORONTO, February 9 (Sputnik) - Canadians returning to their country will now be required to 
present a negative coronavirus test at the land border crossings beginning on February 15, 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said on Tuesday.
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"As of February 15, when you return to Canada through a land border, you will need to show a 
72-hour [COVID-19] PCR test, just like for air travel," Trudeau told reporters in Ottawa.
However, since Canadians have the constitutional right to enter and leave the country, border 
agents will be powerless to stop those without a negative test from re-entering. To combat 
possible circumvention of the new measure, those who do not present a negative test could 
face fines of up to $2,360, Trudeau said.
Since December, the Trudeau government has introduced additional new screening and 
restrictive measures for returning passengers who left the country for so-called "non-essential." 
In addition to having to produce a negative coronavirus test to board their flight, inbound 
passengers will soon be required to also test upon landing in Canada after which they will be 
placed in a government-designated hotel at their own expense while awaiting the test results at 
cost expected to exceed $1,500.
Some Canadian civil liberties groups have characterized the announced measures as setting 
dangerous precedent and straddle the line of what is constitutional.
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US Senate Adopts Impeachment Procedures, Debates Constitutionality

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US senators approved on Tuesday procedures and 
timelines for former President Donald Trump's impeachment trial and moved to debate on the 
constitutionality of the process.
The resolution "providing for procedures concerning the article of impeachment against Donald 
John Trump, former President of the United States", S.Res.47, was adopted by a vote of 89-11. 
The Senate will have on Tuesday four hours to debate whether Trump is subject to its 
jurisdiction. Then, unless the case is dismissed on constitutional grounds, each side - the House 
of Representatives managers and Trump’s lawyers - will be given 16 hours over two days to 
present their case.
There will be equal time for Senators’ questions and for closing arguments as well as an 
opportunity to hold deliberations if the chamber so chooses. Senators will afterwards vote on the 
Article of Impeachment and, if the former President is convicted by an unlikely two-thirds 
majority, will proceed to a verdict on whether he is "qualified to enjoy any office of honor, trust or 
profit under the United States."
Trump’s lawyers urge the Senate to dismiss as unconstitutional and "self-evidently wrong" 
allegations that former President had a role in the January 6 attack on the Capitol by his 
loyalists who sought to prevent the congressional certification of his election loss. The lawyers 
also argued that impeachment is designed to remove officials from office, hence does not apply.
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US Authorities Responding to Active Shooter at Healthcare Facility in Minnesota - ATF

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Law enforcement officers are responding to an active 
shooter situation at a healthcare facility in Buffalo, Minnesota, the US Bureau of Alcohol 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) said on Tuesday.
"[ATF] is in route to a healthcare facility in Buffalo, Minnesota, after reports of an active shooter 
situation. No further details are available at this time," the agency said via Twitter.
Local television station KTSP, citing Buffalo Police Chief Pat Budke, reported that the shooting 
happened at the Aliina Clinic Crossroads campus.
Budke said the situation has been contained and there is no longer a threat to the public, adding 
that there are victims but fatalities as of Tuesday morning. One person has been taken into 
custody, according to the report.
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US Expects Brent Oil to Average $56 in Q1, $52 Rest of Year - Energy Information Agency

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US government forecasters expect Brent crude oil prices 
to average $56 per barrel in the first quarter and $52 over the rest of the year, the Energy 
Information Administration said in an outlook published Tuesday.
"EIA expects lower oil prices later in 2021 as a result of rising oil supply that will slow the pace 
of global oil inventory withdrawals," the agency said in its February Short-Term Energy Outlook. 
"Brent crude oil prices will average $56/b in the first quarter of 2021 and $52/b over the 
remainder of the year."
For 2022, the EIA expected Brent, the international indicator for crude oil, to return to an 
average of $55 per barrel.
For this year, the agency said it expects "high global oil inventory levels and spare production 
capacity" to limit upward price pressures.
The EIA did not, however, break its estimates for 2021 inventory and supply. Instead it cited 
expectations for consumption, which appeared higher than a year ago.
The EIA forecast that global consumption of petroleum and liquid fuels will average 97.7 million 
barrels per day this year, or 5.4 million higher from 2020. For January though, the consumption 
was still lower than a year ago, with an estimated 93.9 million barrels per day of petroleum and 
liquid fuels consumed, versus the January 2020 usage of 2.8 million.
For 2020, the EIA forecast that petroleum and liquid fuels consumption will increase by 3.5 
million barrels per day in 2022 to average 101.2 million.
Turning to the United States, the EIA said production of US crude was expected to rise June 
onwards due to the price projections for West Texas Intermediate crude staying elevated at 
near or higher than $50 per barrel.
While US drilling for oil has slowed since 2020 due to economic fallout from the COVID-19, 
production will likely increase in the second half of 2021 and in 2022 as output from new wells 
exceed the declines from legacy wells.
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The EIA estimated that US crude production will average 11.0 million barrels per day in 2021 - 
still lower than the 2020 volume of 11.3 million and 2019 output of 12.2 million - and rise to 11.5 
million in 2022.
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US Authorities Responding to Active Shooter at Healthcare Facility in Minnesota - ATF

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Law enforcement officers are responding to an active 
shooter situation at a healthcare facility in Buffalo, Minnesota, the US Bureau of Alcohol 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) said on Tuesday.
"[ATF] is in route to a healthcare facility in Buffalo, Minnesota, after reports of an active shooter 
situation. No further details are available at this time," the agency said via Twitter.
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Trump Impeachment Trial Starts in US Senate

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US Senate started on Tuesday the impeachment 
trial of former President Donald Trump over the January 6 incident at the Capitol Hill.
The proceedings began with a sermon and reciting the pledge of allegiance after which the 
Senators began voting on a resolution on further procedures and timing.
Later on Tuesday, the Senate will debate for four hours the constitutionality of the trial - whether 
the chamber has the jurisdiction over the case.
In the coming days the Senate will act as a court of impeachment deliberating if the former 
president is guilty of "inciting insurrection."
Democrats and some Republicans seek to use the sole article of impeachment to bar him from 
holding public office in the future, including preventing him to run for president in 2024.
Trump's lawyers have urged the Senate to dismiss the trial as unconstitutional and self-evidently 
wrong allegations that Trump had a role in the January 6 incident, when a group of his 
supporters entered the US Capitol to protest the certification of elector slates from several US 
states that Trump claims are invalid and have robbed him of election victory.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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UN General-Secretary Holds Phone Talks With Russia's Lavrov - Spokesman
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UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday 
spoke over the phone with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, United Nations 
spokesperson Stephane Dujarrictold reporters,
"I can confirm the phone call took place, but I haven't had a chance to speak to the 
Secretary-General about it," Dujarric said.
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UN Special Envoy Pedersen Says Plans to Attend Astana Talks on Syria in Sochi

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen said on 
Tuesday he plans to attend the Astana format meeting on Syria in Russia's Sochi this month. 
"COVID situation permitting, my plan is to attend the forthcoming Astana group meeting in 
Sochi," Pedersen told reporters.
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Russia Open for Strategic Stability Talks With US, Believes Urgent Actions Needed - Envoy

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russia expects further talks with the United States on 
the issues of strategic stability once the new teams in the White House and the State 
Department take shape, Russian Ambassador in Washington Anatoly Antonov told reporters on 
Tuesday.
Antonov acknowledged there is a pause in the dialogue after the two countries agreed to extend 
for five years the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START), which imposes limits on 
their nuclear arsenals.
"Now we are waiting for the new appointees to sit down in the State Department, in the White 
House. As soon as specific people appear, we will undoubtedly continue this conversation," 
Antonov said. "At the very least, I want to confirm the intention of the Russian side, without 
wasting a single day, not a single hour, to continue this conversation."
At the same time, Antonov reiterated that urgent steps need to be taken as soon as possible.
"I want to emphasize that we do not have time to argue, we do not have time to quarrel... Now is 
the time for action. Everyone is looking at us. Wherever I go, whatever politicians I meet, your 
question is in the center. What will happen next?" Antonov said.
President Joe Biden’s administration has repeatedly said that it looks forward to negotiating with 
Russia an improved global strategic stability framework while preserving a handful of existing 
arms control regimes.
"We would very much like to get away from that policy of the United States of America, a 
destructive policy... that was aimed at scrapping the entire complex or, as we call it, the 
architecture of the strategic stability, which consists of many different treaties,” Antonov said
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decrying three and a half years of no contacts on the matter with the previous US
administration.
The ambassador added that it is too early to arrange in-person meetings between top Russian 
and American officials, though online expert-level consultations are being planned.
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Russia May Soon Send Coronavirus Vaccine for Diplomats, Citizens in US - Ambassador

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russia may soon send the Sputnik V coronavirus 
vaccine to inoculate its diplomatic personnel and Russian citizens who reside in the United 
States, Russian Ambassador in Washington Anatoly Antonov told reporters on Tuesday. 
"Moscow has responded positively to our appeal for vaccination. I think we have a good chance 
to see a vaccine here in the near future," Antonov said.
The ambassador added that the embassy would also like to be able to offer vaccine shots to 
Russian citizens who reside in the United States and called on both countries to join forces in 
their fight against the pandemic.
"The Russian side has repeatedly emphasized and continues to say that we do not need a 
vaccine war, we do not need a war between doctors. \Afe need cooperation. We have said many 
times that we could do so much more to save sick people, to protect the US and Russian 
populations if we cooperate," Antonov said.
Although Sputnik V was slow to take off amid a lack of information about the vaccine, interest 
shot up after peer-reviewed trial results published last week showed it was almost 92 percent 
effective against the novel coronavirus.
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US Senate Panel Approves EPA Administrator Nominee With Bipartisan 14-6 Vote - Chairman

WASHINGTON, January 9 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden's nominee to head the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) won approval in the US Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee on a 14-6 vote, Committee Chairman Thomas Carper said on 
Tuesday.
"We reported out the nomination of Michael Regan to be EPA administrator on a 14-6 vote ... a 
strong bipartisan vote," Carper told reporters shortly after the panel’s morning session.
Following approval by the entire US Senate, Regan will oversee an effort by Biden 
administration to remake the EPA as a lead agency implementing plans to make climate change 
a centerpiece of US environmental policy.
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Biden has ordered the EPA to review dozens of energy- and climate-related regulations that 
were loosened during the Trump administration that focused on increasing US energy 
production while downplaying the threat of climate change.
Carper also said his committee plans to write two new infrastructure bills - one on surface 
transportation and another to develop water resources - with the goal of both being enacted into 
law by the end of May.
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Russia Open for Strategic Stability Talks With US, Believes Urgent Actions Needed - Envoy

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russia expects further talks with the United States on 
the issues of strategic stability once the new teams in the White House and the State 
Department take shape, Russian Ambassador in Washington Anatoly Antonov told reporters on 
Tuesday.
Antonov acknowledged there is a pause in the dialogue after the two countries agreed to extend 
for five years the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START), which imposes limits on 
their nuclear arsenals.
"Now we are waiting for the new appointees to sit down in the State Department, in the White 
House. As soon as specific people appear, we will undoubtedly continue this conversation," 
Antonov said. "At the very least, I want to confirm the intention of the Russian side, without 
wasting a single day, not a single hour, to continue this conversation."
At the same time, Antonov reiterated that urgent steps need to be taken as soon as possible.
"I want to emphasize that we do not have time to argue, we do not have time to quarrel... Now is 
the time for action. Everyone is looking at us. Wherever I go, whatever politicians I meet, your 
question is in the center. What will happen next?" Antonov said.
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US Judge Extends Order Temporarily Blocking Biden's Deportation Pause - Court Filing

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - A US judge has extended an order to temporarily block 
President Joe Biden's directive to pause deportations of illegal immigrants in the United States, 
a court filing revealed on Tuesday.
"For the foregoing reasons, the Court grants Texas’s request for an extension. The TRO 
[Temporary Restraining Order] is extended for 14 days until February 23, 2021," US District 
Judge Drew Tipton said in the court filing.
Tipton first issued the order in late January after the state of Texas filed a lawsuit seeking a 
temporary restraining order to block the Biden administration's 100-day pause of deportations of 
illegal immigrants, arguing that it violates the law.
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Biden signed an executive order hours after his inauguration on January 20 to temporarily 
pause deportations of illegal immigrants that were already subject to being removed. Biden is 
expected to significantly ease the Trump-era immigration policies that were designed to deter 
the influx of migrants arriving at the US southern border.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Eyes More Visegrad Group Cooperation on COVID-19, Cyber Security - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States will continue cooperation with the 
members of the Visegrad Group (V4) on COVID-19 recovery, cyber security, energy, climate 
change and other shared challenges, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on 
Tuesday.
"The United States looks forward to continued dialogue with the Visegrad Group to address 
shared challenges, including fighting and recovering from the global pandemic; improving cyber 
and energy security; combating climate change; countering disinformation and malign influence; 
and strengthening democratic institutions, the rule of law, and independent media,” Price said 
on occasion of 30th anniversary of the Visegrad Group.
The US congratulated the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia on 30 years of 
partnership, saying the Visegrad Group plays "important roles" in strengthening Central Europe 
and furthering Transatlantic cooperation.
The Visegrad Group was established in 1921 to support the four countries' accession to NATO 
and the European Union.
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UN Expert Says ICC Move to Probe Israel for War Crimes ’Step Forward in Quest for Justice'

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - The International Criminal Court’s (ICC) decision to 
investigate alleged war crimes committed by Israel in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
including East Jerusalem, is a significant step toward achieving justice, UN Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories Michael Lynk in a 
statement on Tuesday.
The ICC ruled on Friday that it had jurisdiction to open an investigation into Israel's alleged war 
crimes on the occupied Palestinian territories. ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda has claimed 
since December 2019 that there was sufficient evidence to open a full investigation into possible 
war crimes committed there.
"This is a significant step forward in the quest for justice and accountability involving the 
unaccountable 53-year-old occupation of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and Gaza,"
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Lynk said. "This ruling opens the door for credible allegations of Rome Statute crimes to finally 
be investigated and potentially reach the trial stage at the ICC."
Lynk pointed out that in the context of Israel's protracted occupation, the international 
community has permitted a "culture of exceptionalism" to prevail. He noted that despite a 
number of authoritative UN reports urging for accountability and for Israel to investigate credible 
allegations of crimes none of these calls for justice had been headed.
"Had international legal obligations been purposively enforced years ago, the occupation and 
the conflict would have been justly resolved and there would have been no need for the ICC 
process," Lynk said.
The international community should support the ICC investigation, which can help end the 
impunity and bring peace in the Middle East, Lynk added.
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UN V\ferns Myanmar Disproportionate Force Against Protesters ‘Unacceptable’

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United Nations' top official in Myanmar Ola 
Almgren on Tuesday warned the military that the use of disproportionate force against 
demonstrators is unacceptable amid reports of numerous people injured in anti-coup protests 
across the country.
Citing unattributed reports from Nay Pyi Taw, Mandalay and other cities, Almgren said that 
some demonstrators were seriously hurt by security forces in connection with the current 
protests.
"I call on the Security Forces to respect human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the 
right to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression,” Almgren, the UN Resident Coordinator 
and Humanitarian Coordinator in Myanmar, said.
"The use of disproportionate force against demonstrators is unacceptable,” the official added. 
Last week, hours before the newly elected parliament was due to gather, Myanmar’s military 
overthrew the government and declared a year-long state of emergency after accusing State 
Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi's party of election fraud. San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint 
along with other top officials have been put under house arrest.
Protesters took to the streets of Myanmar, demanding that the military hand power to the 
elected government and release those detained.
On Tuesday, the military banned gatherings of more than four people in protest-hit areas. 
Despite this, a demonstration involving tens of thousands of people is underway, according to 
the Mizzima news portal.
Police reportedly deployed water cannons in the capital of Naypyitaw and the second largest 
city of Mandalay to disperse protesters. In the capital, over 20 people were arrested during 
Tuesday’s protests, Mizzima reported.
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