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White House Confirms That Biden’s First Call to a Middle East Leader Will Be Israel’s
Netanyahu
by Mary F.

Since the start of his term, US president Joe Biden has had calls with multiple allies in Europe, 
including France, Canada, the United Kingdom and South Korea. However, the US president 
has yet to hold a call with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki revealed Tuesday that Biden will speak with Netanyahu 
“soon” and that the call would be the president’s first to a leader in the Middle East.
“His first call with a leader in the region will be with Prime Minister Netanyahu. It will be soon. I 
don’t have an exact date for you,” Psaki told reporters.
“Israel is, of course, an ally. Israel is a country where we have an important strategic security 
relationship and our team is fully engaged, not at the head-of-state level quite yet but very 
soon,” she continued.
However, Psaki did not provide any details on when the phone call between the two leaders 
would take place. However, she did note that there have been multiple calls between US 
officials at Israelis in various government positions. At the end of January, White House national 
security adviser Jake Sullivan spoke with his Israeli counterpart, Mei Ben Shabbat, the Hill 
noted.
Psaki on Tuesday also revealed that the US administration plans to “recalibrate” its relationship 
with Saudi Arabia and that Biden plans to have a conversation with King Salman of Saudi 
Arabia “at an appropriate time,” the Hill reported.
Psaki also clarified that the Biden administration will collaborate with Saudi Arabia on defense 
issues in the Middle East “even as we make clear areas where we have disagreements and 
areas where we have concerns, and that is certainly a shift in the approach from the prior 
administration.”
At the end of January, the Biden administration also paused arms salesto Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates to review the previous administration’s arms agreements with the two 
countries.
At the time, Secretary of State Tony Blinken told CNN that reviewing arms sales are typical at 
the beginning of a new administration “to make sure that what is being considered is something 
that advances our strategic objectives, and advances our foreign policy.”
On Inauguration Day, Netanyahu congratulated Biden on assuming office via a video message, 
in which he called on Washington to cooperate with Israel in confronting “the threat posed by 
Iran”. Netanyahu also expressed hopes that the new US leadership would further build upon the 
Middle East peace deals brokered by Donald Trump,
The former White House administration maintained a very good relationship with the Israeli PM. 
During Donald Trump's tenure in office, Israel signed normalization deals with the United Arab
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Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco as part of efforts to improve relations. In early 
December, Netanyahu praised Trump's achievements in the Middle East over the past four 
years, including his plan for peace between Palestine and Israel as well as the US president's 
policy of "maximum pressure" on Iran.
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US ‘Aggressively’ Communicating With Houthis Via Back Channels - US Envoy 
by Mary F.

Yemen, one of the Arab world’s poorest countries, has been engulfed in a violent conflict 
between a government-in-exile headed by President Abdrabuh Mansour Hadi and the armed 
Shiite Houthi movement, also known as Ansar Allah, backed by army units loyal to former 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, since 2014.
During a briefing at the State Department on Tuesday, US Special Envoy to Yemen Tim 
Lenderking told reporters that Washington does have means of getting messages to the 
Houthis, which are backed by Iran.
“We do have ways of getting messages to the Houthis and we are using those channels very 
aggressively,” Lenderking revealed, Al Arabivah reported.
“Ending this war through a lasting political solution is the only solution ... to end the 
humanitarian crisis that is devastating,” he added, also noting that the Houthis must halt its 
attacks on Saudi Arabia. The civil war intensified when a Saudi-led, US-backed coalition 
launched massive airstrikes against the Houthi political opposition faction in 2015.
However, Lenderking has refused to directly provide answers on what other options the US 
could pursue if the Houthis continue their attacks.
Also on Tuesday, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price urged the Houthis to end its 
current offensive in Yemen's Marib, halt all military operations and end all cross-border strikes 
on Saudi Arabia, Reuters reported.
“The Houthis’ assault on Marib is the action of a group not committed to peace or to ending the 
war afflicting the people of Yemen,” Price said in a statement obtained by the outlet.
“Marib is controlled by the legitimate government of Yemen. This assault will only increase the 
number of internally displaced persons and exacerbate the humanitarian crisis in Yemen,” he 
added.
Earlier this month, US President Joe Biden revised the previous administration’s designation of 
Houthis as a terrorist group. In a statement at the time, Connecticut Senator Christopher S. 
Murphy explained that removing the terrorist designation would “save lives.”
“The designation did not impact the Houthis in any practical way, but it stopped food and other 
critical aid from being delivered inside Yemen and would have prevented effective political 
negotiation,” Murphy noted, as the New York Times reported.
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European Space Agency Seeks Diversity in First Astronaut Drive Since 2008 
by Mary F.

The European Space Agency (ESA), the European equivalent of NASA, is an intergovernmental 
organization established in 1975 that consists of 22 member states. The agency’s flight program 
includes human spaceflight, uncrewed exploration missions and launch vehicles.
The ESA announced it is recruiting new astronauts for the first time in 2008. However, the 
agency is prioritizing greater diversity in its recruitment drive this year, and plans to recruit more 
female astronauts, as well as people with disabilities.
“We are looking towards the Moon ... and Mars. We need very excellent astronauts for the 
future,” ESA Director General Jan Woerner told ABC News Tuesday. “To go farther than we 
ever have before, we need to look wider than we ever have before.”
“Representing all parts of our society is a concern that we take very seriously,” added David 
Parker, the agency’s director of human and robotic exploration.
“Diversity at ESA should not only address the origin, age, background or gender of our 
astronauts, but also perhaps physical disabilities,” he added.
ESA has previously only sent two females into space: Claudie Haignere and Samantha 
Cristoforetti. Overall, only 65 out of the more than 560 people who have ever gone into space 
have been females, according to NASA.
In an effort to send more people with disabilities into space, the ESA has established the 
Parastronaut Feasibility Project.
According to the project’s website, “ESA is ready to invest in defining the necessary adaptations 
of space hardware in an effort to enable these otherwise excellently qualified professionals to 
serve as crew members on a safe and useful space mission.”
Based on categories established by the International Paralympic Committee, the agency will 
first consider applications from people with low limb deficiencies below the knee or ankle as well 
as those with extreme leg differences. In addition, people under 130 centimeters will also be 
considered first for the application.
To be eligible for the application, which will open on March 31, applicants must be citizens of 
one of the ESA’s member states, have a master’s degree in a STEM field or be an experimental 
test pilot degree or test engineer.
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‘Not Justified’: UN Special Rapporteur Calls on Nations to Lift ‘Devastating’ Venezuela 
Sanctions
by Morgan Artvukhina
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Venezuela has managed to circumvent US sanctions by importing catalysts to restart its huge 
oil refineries, as well as gasoline to alleviate acute fuel shortages, with the latest shipment 
departing over the weekend.
Alena Douhan, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of unilateral 
coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights, has called for the United States,
European Union, Canada, and other nations to lift their economic sanctions against Venezuela, 
calling them a violation of human rights and of the “principle of sovereign equality of states.” 
Douhan’s February 12 report follows a 12-day visit to the South American nation, where she 
met with a variety of figures from both the government and civil society. The report strikes at the 
base of US policy toward Venezuela, including the “state of national emergency” declared by 
then-US President Barack Obama in 2015 and the “maximum pressure” campaign introduced 
by then-US President Donald Trump in 2019.
“The Special Rapporteur calls on all States to review and lift targeted sanctions in accordance 
with principles of international law, the rule of law, human rights and refugee law, to guarantee 
the possibility of state officials of Venezuela to represent the state on the basis of the principle 
of sovereign equality of states, and to guarantee rights of targeted individuals to the 
presumption of innocence, procedural guarantees, access to justice and other fundamental 
rights,” she urged.
The UN official said the state of national emergency “does not correspond to the requirements 
of Article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights” and that “the announced 
purpose of the ‘maximum pressure’ campaign - to change the Government of Venezuela - 
violates the principle of sovereign equality of states and constitutes an intervention in the 
domestic affairs of Venezuela that also affects its regional relations.”
Among the actions she condemns on these grounds are the freezing and seizure of state 
property, including Venezuelan money and gold in foreign banks and the property of CITGO; 
sanctioning people no longer in the Venezuelan government; and the targeting of fundamentals 
of the Venezuelan economy, including mining, gold, and petroleum. As a result of these 
sanctions, the Venezuelan government has been left with just 1% of the revenues it had before, 
severely inhibiting its ability to perform basic social services and its functions as a government. 
The report further underscores the arguments against economic sanction made by human rights 
activists: that they disproportionately hurt the most vulnerable in society, including women and 
children, elderly people, disabled people, and poor people, as well as indigenous tribes.
She notes that “existing humanitarian exemptions are ineffective and insufficient” and that the 
structure of US sanctions encourages “over-compliance,” a euphemism for illegal overreach.
The Trump administration long claimed its sanctions did not block the importation of 
humanitarian goods into targeted countries such as Iran, the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, and Venezuela, even as increased suffering and death was found to be directly 
attributable to shortages caused by sanctions.
“Repeated refusals of banks in the United States, the United Kingdom and Portugal to release 
Venezuelan assets even for buying medicine, vaccines and protective kits, under the control of 
international organizations, violates the above principle and impedes the ability of Venezuela to 
respond to the COVID-19 emergency,” Douhan wrote.
Her comments mirror those by dozens of US federal lawmakers in a recent letter to US 
President Joe Biden in which they urged the lowering of sanctions due to their “catastrophic
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human consequences,” including inhibiting the Venezuelan government’s ability to combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
After Biden took office, his administration quickly moved to recognize the claims of Juan 
Guaido, a Venezuelan former lawmaker whose claims to be the country’s legitimate interim 
president have more backing among Western governments than they do among the 
Venezuelan population. However, Biden also announced a review of all existing sanctions on 
other nations and their impact on COVID-19 relief. Some sanctions have already been lowered 
that barred transactions with Venezuelan ports and airports.
Some of the most extreme sanctions, those implemented since January 2019 under the Trump 
administration’s “maximum pressure” doctrine, have explicitly aimed to force the Venezuelan 
people to overthrow President Nicolas Maduro and put Guaido in power in order to get the 
sanctions lowered.
According to an April 2019 report by the Center for Economic and Policy research, two years of 
strangling sanctions had already caused 40,000 excess deaths in Venezuela and imperiled 
another 300,000 people thanks to shortages in necessary medicines, including HIV/AIDS 
treatments. Douhan’s report underscores the spread of HIV in the absence of effective 
prophylaxis and even of condoms; however, she gave no updated mortality figures.
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Blinken Says US Will Look at Other Ways to Advance Strategic Stability With Russia 
by Morgan Artvukhina

Moscow's deputy foreign minister for non-proliferation and arms control, Sergei Ryabkov, 
recently said Russia may be able to return to some of the many treaties shredded by the Trump 
administration - but not all of them.
"We'll look at other ways to advance strategic stability with Russia, even as we're very clear 
about the actions that they're taking ... But we have to be able to work on both fronts," US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken told US National Public Radio in a Tuesday interview.
Just weeks ago, the administration of US President Joe Biden reached an agreement with 
Moscow to extend the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) by five years. The 
nuclear weapons-limiting agreement was set to expire on February 5, 2021, and the outgoing 
Trump administration showed essentially no interest in saving it.
Former US President Donald Trump pulled the US out of numerous international treaties 
intended to promote strategic stability, including several in which his administration claimed 
Russia was violating their terms. In 2019, the US pulled out of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) Treaty with Russia and in 2020, the US withdrew from the Treaty on Open Skies.

The former banned ground-based missiles with ranges judged to increase the risk of an 
accidental nuclear exchange, while the latter included a host of nations aside from Russia and 
the US and allowed reconnaissance overflights of other nations' territories in the interest of 
defusing tensions.
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The US and Russia were also party to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, an eight-party 
2015 that concerned Iran's nuclear weapons program. The US withdrew from that agreement in 
2018, prompting a dramatic increase in Middle East tensions and encouraging Iran to begin 
stepping away from its own obligations under the deal.
Last week, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Rvabkov said Moscow was open to 
rejoining the Open Skies Treaty if the US is. However, he rejected the notion either nation could 
return to the INF in the form it was when it lapsed.
"If the US, as it reviews its foreign policy priority and analyses the legacy of Trump's 
administration, decides that an alternative is possible and signals that Washington is ready to 
start returning to the Open Skies treaty, we might somehow adjust the decision to launch 
internal procedures [for leaving the treaty]", the diplomat said.
Blinken was not specific as to what measures he thought would increase strategic stability with 
Russia. However, he made clear the administration's overall intent to treat Russia as a malign 
actor.
"It's very, I think, clear to the world where the concerns that we have with Russia's behavior and 
Russia's actions. And indeed we've ordered reviews and investigations on a number of fronts 
where Russia has taken egregious actions that undermine our interests and values. The 
poisoning using a chemical weapon of Alexei Navalny, the opposition leader. The interference in 
our elections. The cyberattack, the infamous so-called Solar Winds attack. All of these things 
and others are under review," the diplomat told NPR.
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Biden Administration Backs Commission to Probe US Capitol Riot 
by Morgan Artvukhina

While federal investigators have identified more than 200 suspects in their hunt for participants 
in the January 6 insurrection at the US Capitol that killed five people and temporarily dispersed 
Congress, lawmakers recently failed to convict then-US President Donald Trump of charges that 
he incited the riot.
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki told reporters at a press conference Tuesday that 
President Joe Biden would "certainly support" the establishment of a commission to probe the 6 
January riot at the US Capitol.
"He backs efforts to shed additional light on the facts to ensure something like that never 
happens again," Jen Psaki said.
The formation of an independent commission to "investigate and report on the facts and causes 
relating to the storming of the United States Capitol Complex," was announced on Monday by 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA).
The 9/11 Commission, to which this new body has been likened, was a ten-member board 
created by Congress in November 2002 to conduct an independent and far-reaching 
investigation of the September 11,2001, terrorist attacks that destroyed the World Trade Center
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towers in New York, damaged the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, and sent an airliner crashing 
into a Pennsylvania field, together killing more than 3,000 people.
The commission had five Democrats and five Republicans, none of whom were sitting members 
of Congress, and its two-year project included testimony by many past and present leading 
government officials.
The announcement comes after the Senate acquitted Trump last week of charges that he 
incited the Capitol insurrection. While a majority of senators voted to convict Trump, the body 
failed to reach the required two-thirds majority. Several lawmakers who voted to acquit, such as 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY). indicated they did so on the belief that the 
proceedings were unconstitutional, not because Trump was innocent.
The uprising by Trump's followers immediately followed a "Stop the Steal" demonstration 
outside the White House hosted by Trump, as thousands mobbed the halls of the national 
legislature in a bid to halt the certification of election results then underway. Trump has long 
claimed the election was fraudulent and that he was the winner, although his many lawsuits and 
attempts to legally overturn the results were all dismissed. Five people died in the riot, including 
a woman shot by Capitol Police as she attempted to enter the Senate.
The proposed commission would not be the first since the insurrection last month. A wide array 
of probes have been launched, including into explosives planted near the Capitol and 
allegations that Republican lawmakers sympathetic to Trump's cause gave guided tours of the 
legislative building to Trump supporters just days before the insurrection. The US military has 
also begun a wide-reaching investigation into extremist groups in the ranks after numerous 
active duty and retired service members were found to have participated in the riot. Pentagon 
leaders were forced to issue explicit orders clarifying that such actions are a violation of their 
constitutional oaths.
In the aftermath of the riot, federal prosecutors announced they were seeking conspiracy and 
insurrection charges against dozens of participants. As of last week, they had identified at least 
230 suspects, many with connections to controversial groups such as the QAnon conspiracy 
theory movement.
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China Passes US as European Union's Largest Trading Partner Amid Historic Investment
Agreement
by Morgan Artvukhina

The newly minted trade deal between the European Union and China could become the basis of 
a dramatic expansion in trade, even after COVID-19 lockdowns currently frustrating EU-US 
trade are lifted.
According to data from European Union statistics agency Eurostat, the People’s Republic of 
China surpassed the United States as the EU’s largest trading partner last year, with more than 
$710 billion in goods exchanged.
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“In the year 2020, China was the main partner for the EU. This result was due to an increase of 
imports (5.6 per cent) and exports (2.2 per cent). At the same time, trade with the United States 
recorded a significant drop in both imports (-13.2 per cent) and exports (-8.2 per cent),” Eurostat 
said in a report released on Tuesday. The data doesn’t include China’s trade with the United 
Kingdom, which departed the EU last year.
By contrast, US trade with the EU was just €555 billion ($672 billion), a 10% decline from 2019. 
Nick Marro, global trade lead at the Economist Intelligence Unit, told the South China Morning 
Post that demand for luxury goods in the Chinese economy, which closed down and opened up 
again much sooner than other countries due to the COVID-19 pandemic, helped keep European 
exports afloat while much of the rest of the planet remained in lockdown. However, the change 
is likely temporary.
“[The] expansion in total EU-China trade volumes more reflects strong growth in EU imports 
from China in 2020, rather than European exports benefiting strongly from China’s economic 
recovery,” Marro told the Hong Kong-based paper. “As a result, the overall structure of the EU’s 
trade relations are still more or less unchanged, and the importance of the US as a trade partner 
hasn’t meaningfully diminished. We’ll likely see a stronger revival in transatlantic trade flows as 
the pandemic comes under control in both markets, including as both sides jump-start their 
post-crisis recoveries.”
However, with the EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI) finalized last 
December after years of negotiations, that claim is cast into doubt. The deal will remove barriers 
to EU companies investing on the Chinese mainland, opening the door for the automobile and 
electronics industries, among others.
For the moment, the boom in EU-China trade has had an unexpected effect: the dramatic 
growth in shipping rates. According to the Financial Times, shipping costs have quadrupled 
since October thanks to a shortage in shipping containers as cargo ships sit idle in European 
and American ports. Even with new orders for containers, the price hike is likely to last well into 
2021 due to the cargo backlog.
In the final months of 2020, the Chinese economy shattered its previous export recordsas it 
became the global factory for medical equipment for fighting the COVID-19 pandemic while 
itself being almost totally free of the virus. However, for 2021, economists have set big goals: 
Fitch Ratings has predicted a colossal 8% economic growth for China this year, which isn’t even 
the largest estimate out there.
A report by the Center for Economics and Business Research (CEBR), a UK-based think tank, 
predicted China would pass the US as the world’s largest economy by 2028.
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NASA’s Perseverance Rover to Endure ‘Seven Minutes of Terror’ Upon Mars Landing 
by Gabv Arancibia

Scientists have infamously referred to the entry, descent and landing sequences of a space 
mission as the so-called “seven minutes of terror,” highlighting the agonizing period in which a
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probe lands autonomously. The touchdown is carried out without human involvement since it 
takes 14 minutes to get information back to Earth from Mars.
NASA’s Perseverance rover is expected to undergo a nail-biting landing sequence later this 
week, as the space probe prepares to enter Mars’ ultra-thin atmosphere and sharply decrease 
its velocity in a bid to avoid a crash-landing.
The US space agency’s most suspenseful landing to date will see the mission begin the “seven 
minutes of terror” on February 18 at approximately 3:48 p.m. EST, at which point Perseverance 
will detach from the cruise stage and deploy a massive supersonic parachute to decrease its 
speed.
Estimates indicate Perseverance will be traveling at about 12,100 mph upon entering the 
Martian atmosphere and will drop down to a walking speed of about 1.7 mph at touchdown, 
according to NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL). The spacecraft’s dramatic change in 
speed will be largely reduced by the ignition of eight retrorockets aboard Perseverance.
At exactly 3:55 p.m. EST, Perseverance will be touching down in the Jezero Crater - one of the 
more dangerous landing sites chosen by NASA - with the help of the probe’s Terrain-Relative 
Navigation technology, a suite of radar modules and cameras.
“This is finally like landing with your eyes open,” Swati Mohan, the Mars 2020 guidance, 
navigation, and controls operations lead, said of the probe’s electronic setup. “Having this new 
technology really allows Perseverance to land in much more challenging terrain than Curiosity 
or any previous Mars mission could.”
In a recent video release detailing the landing sequences, Al Chen, NASA's entry, descent and 
landing lead, underscored that “surviving that seven minutes is really just the beginning” for the 
probe as the mission to examine the Martian surface will not kick off until the landing is a 

success.
"Its job - being the first leg of sample-return; to go look for those signs of past life on Mars - all 
that can’t start until we get Perseverance safely to the ground, and then that’s when the real 
mission begins," Chen said.
Although the first objective for Perseverance will be to begin transmitting its very first signals 
and images back to Earth from the red planet, the rover won’t be cleared to analyze Mars and 
begin searching for signs of life for multiple weeks.
Scientists with the JPL will spend roughly three months updating Perseverance’s system and 
ensuring the rover will be prepared to take its very first steps among the distant planet’s rocky 
terrain.
Perseverance will be NASA’s fifth rover to travel across portions of the red planet; however, it 
won’t be alone since China’s Tianwen-1 spacecraft and the United Arab Emirate’s Hope probe 
will be nearby.
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US Republican Accused of Joining ‘Devil’s Army’ by His Family After Backing Trump
Impeachment
by Gabv Arancibia

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2021 11:17:24AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2021 11:17:24 AM

A total of 10 US House Republicans voted in favor of impeaching former US President Donald 
Trump over the deadly Capitol riot, with an additional seven GOP members voting to convict him 
on the single impeachment article. However, Republican participation in the initiative has 
severely backfired against some congressional officials.
US Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) was recently disowned by multiple members of his family 
through a handwritten letter after the congressional lawmaker refused to support Trump, and 
instead voted in favor of impeaching the former commander-in-chief on the grounds that he 
incited an insurrection.
Obtained by the New York Times, the outlet reported the correspondence was dated January 8 
- two days after the Capitol siege - and was addressed to Kinzinger’s father to ensure the 
lawmaker would receive it. The letter was authored by Karen Otto, Kinzinger’s cousin, and 
signed by 10 other family members.
“Oh my, what a disappointment you are to us and to God! We were once so proud of your 
accomplishments! Instead, you go against your Christian principles and join the ‘devil’s army’ 
(Democrats and the fake news media),” reads the letter.
“How do you call yourself a Christian when you join the ‘devil’s army’ believing in abortion! We 
thought you were ‘smart’ enough to see how the left is brainwashing so many ‘so called good 
people’ including yourself and many other GOP members. You have even fallen for their 
socialism ideals! So, so, sad!”
The letter later notes the former president “is not perfect,” but that he remains a Christian man, 
and as such “it is not for us to judge or be judged.”
“You won’t convince us otherwise with your horrible, rude accusations of President Trump! (To 
embrace a party that believes in abortion and socialism is the ultimate sin.)” Otto continues 
before underscoring that “it is now embarrassing to us that we are related to you.”
“You have embarrassed the Kinzinger family name!”
In a bid to drive the point even further, Otto adds a postscript that reads, “for your information, 
many more family members feel the same as we do. They just didn’t have the courage to sign 
our letter or write their own letter! Not us, we are thoroughly disgusted with you!! And, oh by the 
way, we are calling for your removal from office!”
Additional copies of the letter were delivered to various Republican members of the state’s 
congressional delegation. When the Times reached out to Otto about the letter, she explained 
that she “wanted Adam to be shunned.”
Kinzinger initially told the Times that some of his family members were suffering from 
“brainwashing” by conservative churches, but that he did not hold anything against those 
individuals. He later touched on the topic via Twitter, writing it’s “more sad that someone would 
be willing to choose a man over family. And sad that it’s happening to so many.”
Having become a staunch Trump critic, Kinzinger recently launched a political action committee 
aimed at challenging the Republican Party’s acceptance of Trump, a move that may leave the 
future of his political career in doubt.
Incidentally, after voting in favor of impeaching Trump during the congressional proceedings, 
Kinzinger was censured by the LaSalle County, Illinois, Republican Central Committee and the 
Iroquois County GOP. Both make up just two of the 16 counties in Kinzinger’s 16th 
Congressional District.
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‘Unsmiling Political Hack’: Trump Unleashes Wrath on McConnell, Calls for New GOP
Leadership
by Gaby Arancibia

Earlier, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) voted in favor of acquitting former US 
President Donald Trump during his second impeachment trial, but was quick to lambast Trump 
while speaking on the Senate floor, noting the former commander-in-chief was “practically and 
morally responsible” for the deadly insurrection.
Trump released a scathing personal attack against McConnell on Tuesday that blasted the 
Kentucky lawmaker as a “dour, sullen, and unsmiling political hack” who is unfit to lead the 
Republican Party.
In the statement, which was released through the Save America political action committee, 
Trump largely blamed McConnell for the party’s 2020 losses in the Senate, claiming the Senate 
official “did nothing” as Democrats gained control of the congressional chamber.
“The Republican Party can never again be respected or strong with political ‘leaders’ like Sen. 
Mitch McConnell at its helm,” reads the lengthy statement. “McConnell’s dedication to business 
as usual, status quo policies, together with his lack of political insight, wisdom, skill, and 
personality, has rapidly driven him from Majority Leader to Minority Leader, and it will only get 
worse.”
“The Democrats and [Senate Majority Leader] Chuck Schumer play McConnell like a fiddle - 
they’ve never had it so good - and they want to keep it that way! We know our America First 
agenda is a winner, not McConnell’s Beltway First agenda or [US President Joe] Biden’s 
America Last,” the release continued.
“Mitch is a dour, sullen, and unsmiling political hack, and if Republican senators are going to 
stay with him, they will not win again. He will never do what needs to be done, or what is right 
for our country.”
Both Trump and McConnell initially found themselves at odds after the Kentucky official called 
on his colleagues to vote to certify the 2020 election results while the former president 
continued to voice voter fraud claims. Trump noted in his statement that he would back primary 
rivals against McConnell “where necessary and appropriate.”
The statement has largely highlighted the growing rift within the Republican Party over Trump 
after 10 Republicans in the House of Representatives voted in favor of impeaching the former 
president, as another seven lawmakers in the Senate voted to convict. Speculation has 
remained high that Trump’s since-diminished alliance with McConnell may prompt the party to 
splinter.
Trump’s statement came as McConnell wrote an opinion piece for the Wall Street Journal on 
Monday in which he defended his acquittal decision while also blasting Trump for “unhinged 
falsehoods he shouted into the world’s largest megaphone.”
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Israeli Committee Approves Procurement of F-35 Jets, KC-46 Refueling Aircraft 
by Evan Craighead

Israel's Channel 12 reported earlier this month that Washington set a two-week deadline for the 
anticipated $2.74 billion US-lsrael arms deal. Failure to reach an agreement would have 
resulted in Jerusalem losing priority in American assembly lines.
An Israeli official confirmed Tuesday that the ministerial committee for military acquisitions has 
approved a contentious new arms deal that includes a new squadron of US-made F-35 fighter 
jets from Lockheed Martin, KC-46 aerial refueling and strategic military transport aircraft by 
Boeing, and various advanced missiles and bombs.
“A ministerial procurement committee has approved the purchase of a new F-35 squadron, four 
new refueling planes, and a large quantity of munitions,” an unnamed Israeli official told 
Reuters.
Israel's Finance Ministry initially cited budgetary concerns and opposed the bill, but they were 
ultimately overruled on the matter, which was supported by Israeli Minister of Defense Benny 
Gantz.
Funding for the $2.74 billion deal will come in part from the $3.8 billion of US military aid given 
to Israel each year. Many opposed to the deal highlighted that the up-front payment will result in 
high-interest charges from American banks.
“The bottom line is that it’s either paying about NIS 8 billion right here and now or paying 
additional interest... in another decade, which the Defense Ministry will pay for with dollars from 
the aid budget,” Amir Eshel, director-general of the Israeli Ministry of Defense, told reporters in 
November, as reported by The Times of Israel.
The estimate later approved by the government was worth ~NIS 9 billion.
“It doesn’t add up to me that the State of Israel right now — at the peak of a budgetary deficit — 
would take NIS 8 billion and put it in America. There are other techniques to solve this,” he 
added.
Eshel also highlighted that the Israeli Defense Force's current fleet of F-35 fighter jets, as well 
as approximately 100 of its F-15s, have been procured under similar arrangements.
With Israeli approval received, the deal must now be laid out in a notification memo addressed 
to US Congress.
News of Israel's F-35 procurement comes alongside new engine concerns plaguing the joint 
strike fighter program in the US.
Citing the F-35 program office, DefenseNews reported last week that the F135 Heavy 
Maintenance Center at Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma has encountered issues processing 
Pratt & Whitney F135 engines due to scheduled depot maintenance.
Furthermore, facility maintainers have discovered “premature distress of rotor blade coatings” 
with a "small number" of engine power modules.
The two issues present a "serious readiness problem" for the joint strike fighter program, 
according to a US defense official who spoke with the outlet.
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Photo: Kim Jong Un's Wife Reemerges in Public After a Year-Long Absence 
by Evan Craighead

Ri Sol Ju, the wife of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, was last seen in January 2020, when 
she publicly celebrated Lunar New Year's Day with her husband at the Samjiyon Theater in 
Pyongyang, North Korea.
Photos released Tuesday by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea's state media showed 
both Kim and Ri smiling while viewing a performance commemorating Kim's father, former 
Supreme Leader of North Korea Kim Jong II.
The event, held at Mansudae Art Theater in Pyongyang on February 16, comes as the first 
public event for Ri since accompanying her husband to a Lunar New Year celebration in 
January 2020.
Yonhap News Agency highlighted that South Korea's National Intelligence Service believes Ri 
has dialed back her public appearances due to the novel coronavirus.
The state intelligence agency also stated that "no unusual signs have been detected" and said 
Ri appears to be spending more time with her family. Kim and Ri have at least one child 
together.
Hong Min, director of the North Korean research division at Korea Institute for National 
Unification, also told the Daily Star late last month that COVID-19 may be the motivation behind 
Ri's disappearance from the public eye.
"[Her disappearance] could be due to Covid-19 ... As a mother with young children, participating 
in public activities risks potential infection," he highlighted.
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US Senate Taps DC Security Officials for Testimonies in Joint Oversight Hearing on Jan. 6 Riot 
by Evan Craighead

Former Senate Sergeant at Arms and doorkeeper Michael Stenger, former House Sergeant at 
Arms Paul D. Irving and former US Capitol Police Chief Steven Sund all resigned from their 
roles in the wake of the deadly January 6 riot at US Capitol building.
The US Senate's Rules Committee, as well as the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee announced in a Tuesday issuance that they are "seeking testimony from current and 
former officials responsible for securing the US Capitol on the preparations and response efforts 
on January 6, 2021, when a criminal mob was able to breach the Capitol complex."
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Stenger, Irving and Sund were all named in the release, as well as Robert Contee, acting chief 
of the Metropolitan Pollice Department.
Testimonies are scheduled to be heard during a joint oversight hearing on Tuesday, February 
23, 2021. The meeting will center on "the security failures that led to a breach of the US Capitol 
on January 6, 2021."
Top Republicans, including House Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Rep. Jim Jordan 
(R-OH), wrote to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) on Monday, demanding answers to 
"many important questions" that "remain unanswered" regarding her "responsibility for the 
security" of the US Capitol building on January 6.
"As you are aware, the Speaker of the House is not only the leader of the majority party, but 
also has enormous institutional responsibilities," wrote Jordan. House Administration Committee 
Ranking Member Rep. Rodney Davis (R-IL), House Oversight Committee Ranking Member 
Rep. James Comer (R-TN) and House Intelligence Committee Ranking Member Rep. Devin 
Nunes (R-CA).
“When then-Chief Sund made a request for national guard support on January 4th, why was 
that request denied?” lawmakers asked. “Did Sergeant at Arms Paul Irving get permission or 
instruction from your staff on January 4th prior to denying Chief Sund’s request for the national 
guard?”
Pelosi's office has denied receiving such a request prior to the deadly incident, and claimed to 
the New York Post that Republicans were “trying to deflect responsibility for the Capitol attack 
from Donald Trump."
“During a briefing of the Appropriations Committee Majority on January 5th by the House 
Sergeant at Arms Paul Irving and U.S. Capitol Police Chief Sund both Chief Sund and Mr. Irving 
provided assurances that the Capitol Complex had comprehensive security and there was no 
intelligence that groups would become violent at the Capitol during the certification of electoral 
votes. It is our understanding that Ranking Member Davis was also briefed, but took no action to 
address any security concerns that he might have had.”
“As the target of an assassination attempt, the Speaker knows all too well the importance of 
security at the Capitol and is focused on getting to the bottom of all issues facing the Capitol 
Complex and the events that led up to the insurrection. Clearly, these Republican Ranking 
Members do not share this priority,” the statement concluded.
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US Library of Congress Acquires Collection With Rare Kandinsky, Chagall, Goya Masterpieces

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US Library of Congress recently acquired 
masterpieces by Russian artists such as Wassily Kandinsky as part of the Aramont Library of 
rare albums, collection curator Stephanie Stillo told Sputnik.
"There are several examples of Russian and Slavic painters that offered illustrations for 
experimental livres- d’artiste - books with original art by prominent artists - during the early to 
mid-20th century," Stillo said.
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The collection also includes Marc Chagall’s wood cut illustrations to his poetry "Poemes" 
published in Geneva in the late 1960s, along with Kandinsky’s drypoint print for Rene Char's "Le 
Marteau Sans Maitre," she added.
The Aramont Library also holds several books released by influential Russian art publisher, Ilya 
Zdanevitch, as well as illustrations of Polish avant-guard painter Stefan Gierlowski for Fyodor 
Dostoevsky's "Une Femme Douce," published in Paris in 1927.
The most valuable masterpieces in the collection include prints composed by Spanish painter 
and graphic artist of the Baroque period Francisco Goya.
Goya's two most famous series, both in the Aramont Library, are "Los Caprichos" (1799), a 
visual critique of the hypocrisy and foolishness of the Spanish Royal Court, and "Los Desastres 
de la Guerra" (1810-20), published posthumously in 1863, a graphic and disturbing expose 
about the horrors of the Peninsular War, Stillo said.
The Aramont collection was donated to the Library of Congress by a benefactor who decided to 
remain anonymous. The collection was in private hands for over 40 years and contains 1,700 
books, according to the library.
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Texas Governor Orders Probe of Energy Company After Mass Blackouts Hit During Winter 
Storm

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Texas Governor Greg Abbott in a statement said he 
has ordered an investigation into the company ERCOT that manages a majority of electricity in 
the state after it failed to provide power to millions of residents during severe winter weather. 
"The Electric Reliability Council of Texas [ERCOT] has been anything but reliable over the past 
48 hours," Abbott said on Tuesday. "Far too many Texas are without power and heat for their 
homes as our state faces freezing temperatures and severe winter weather."
He said he has issued an executive order directing a review of ERCOT’s preparations and 
decision that may have lead to the long blackouts.
More than 4 million residents in Texas have no power as of Monday morning as severe winter 
weather sweeps through the state with below-freezing temperatures that have left many 
stranded in their homes.
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Top Diplomats From US, 4 European Partners Condemn Erbil Attack

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The top diplomats of the United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, and Italy in a joint statement condemned the rocket attacks in Erbil 
and vowed to hold those responsible accountable.
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"We the foreign ministers of France, Germany, italy, the United Kingdom, and the United States 
of America condemn in the strongest terms the February 15 rocket attack in the Iraqi Kurdistan 
Region," the statement said on Tuesday. "Together, our governments will support the 
Government of Iraq’s investigation into the attack with a view to holding accountable those 
responsible. We are united in our view that attacks on US and Coalition personnel and facilities 
will not be tolerated."
On Monday, a dozen rockets hit the Erbil Air Base in Iraqi Kurdistan, killing a civilian contractor 
and hurting nine other people. A Shiite militant group reportedly claimed responsibility for the 
attack.
The attack was the first on a Western military or diplomatic facility in Iraq in nearly two months, 
following a spate of rocket strikes in Baghdad in late 2020.
Iran has denied the accusations by Iraqi officials that Tehran played a role in Monday’s rocket 
strike, a Foreign Ministry spokesman said on Tuesday.
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Biden Tells Governors Administration Ready to Assist States Hit by Severe Winter Storm

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden in a call with governors of several 
US states impacted by severe winter weather notified them the federal government is prepared 
to respond to their requests to help people during the storm, the White House said in a press 
release.
"President Biden reiterated to all the governors that his Administration is prepared to assist and 
stands ready to respond to requests for Federal assistance from the governors and will deploy 
any additional Federal emergency resources available to assist the residents of their states in 
getting through this historic storm," the release said on Tuesday.
Biden spoke to Texas Governor Greg Abbott, Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards, Kentucky 
Governor Andy Beshear, Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, Tennessee Governor Bill Lee, 
Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves, and Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt, the release said. 
Below-freezing temperatures in the central and southern regions of the United States has left 
millions of homes without power as more frigid weather is expected to last through the week.
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Top Diplomats From US, 4 European Partners Condemn Erbil Attack

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The top diplomats of the United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, and Italy in a joint statement condemned the rocket attacks in Erbil 
and vowed to hold those responsible accountable.
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"We the foreign ministers of France, Germany, italy, the United Kingdom, and the United States 
of America condemn in the strongest terms the February 15 rocket attack in the Iraqi Kurdistan 
Region," the statement said on Tuesday. "Together, our governments will support the 
Government of Iraq’s investigation into the attack with a view to holding accountable those 
responsible. We are united in our view that attacks on US and Coalition personnel and facilities 
will not be tolerated."
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US Can Reactivate Open Skies Treaty as Trump Withdrawal Illegal - Ex-State Dept. Official

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US government could revive the Open Skies 
Treaty as the previous Trump administration’s withdrawal from the accord was illegal, a former 
US State Department senior Foreign Service Officer and former UN Director of Counterterrorism 
Howard Stoffer told Sputnik.
"I think open Skies we can we can you know reactivate open Skies very quickly... The Trump 
administration's announcement that it would withdraw from Open Skies is a violation of US law," 
Stoffer said.
Stoffer explained the law, dubbed National Defense authorization act for 2020, required the 
Trump administration to notify Congress 120 days ahead of submitting a notification of its intent 
to withdraw from the treaty.
"The Trump administration never did that. I don’t think it even gave a notification until just a short 
while before when the whole world knew that the United States was going to pull out," Stoffer 
said.
The United States' participation in the Open Skies Treaty ended in November, six months after 
the former Trump administration announced its intention to withdraw from the accord.
Stoffer said current President Joe Biden should regard the United States’ withdrawal from the 
Open Skies Treaty as illegal and inappropriate, and Washington should observe the accord in 
the hope that Russia and the other parties to the treaty will accept the fact that the United States 
is back.
Moreover, Stoffer emphasized that the Open Skies Treaty is one of the urgent matters the 
United States and Russia should address, noting that it took many years for the agreement to 
be concluded.
"The Open Skies came out of the 1950s when both sides were known to be trying to observe 
the other and they couldn't," Stoffer said. "So, the idea was why don't we just allow planes to fly 
through our airspace and verify what's going on and Open Skies grew out of that. It took another 
two decades before Open Skies was agreed to in the 1970s. Lots of countries are now part of it 
in Europe, the United States, Canada, Russia."
Last week, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov said Russia would consider 
returning to the Open Skies Treaty if the United States reversed its decision to withdraw, but 
without any concessions.
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Ryabkov also said Russia has kept fulfilling the Open Skies Treaty in good faith despite the 
launch of the withdrawal procedure and is ready to host observer missions.
On January 15, the Russian Foreign Ministry announced Moscow was initiating the procedures 
to leave the Open Skies Treaty over the disruption of balance of interests after the United States 
withdrew from the accord. However, Moscow said it would reverse the decision if the European 
treaty members agree not to share intelligence with the United States on its military 
infrastructure that was collected during flights as well as allow Russian flights over US military 
infrastructure located in Europe.
The Open Skies Treaty was signed in 1992 and went into effect ten years later. It allows 34 
participating countries to conduct unarmed observation flights over each other's territories.
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Democrats' Failure to Remove Trump From Political Equation May Cost Them Majority in House

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump’s acquittal in the 
Senate impeachment trial could harm Democrats in the midterm elections next year and lead to 
their losing the majority in the House of Representatives they currently hold, former Virginia 
State Senator Richard Black told Sputnik.
"Democrats' failure to remove former President Donald Trump from the political equation could 
be highly damaging during midterm congressional elections on November 8, 2022,” Black said.
“I anticipate that Democrats will lose their razor-thin majority in the House of Representatives 
and that there will be a Republican Speaker of the House afterwards. By 2022, Joe Biden will 
face a far more hostile Congress than today.”
On Saturday, 57 US senators endorsed and 43 rejected a single Article of Impeachment 
accusing Trump of inciting the January 6 incident at the Capitol. The conviction required a 
two-thirds majority vote of at least 67 out of 100 Senators.
Black said Democrats are deeply depressed in the aftermath of their second failed 
impeachment drive against Trump.
"They had hoped that a senate conviction on a single charge of inciting an insurrection would 
put an end to the widespread belief that the presidential election was illicit. Roughly half of 
American voters suspect that the presidential election was rigged,” Black said.
In a statement after his acquittal, Trump said the impeachment trial was another phase of the 
greatest witch hunt in the history of our country. Trump also criticized the Democrats saying 
their impeachment was a sad commentary that one political party in the United States “is given 
a free pass to denigrate the rule of law, defame law enforcement, cheer mobs, excuse rioters, 
and transform justice into a tool of political vengeance, and persecute, blacklist, cancel and 
suppress all people and viewpoints with whom or which they disagree.”
Black said evidence that the 2020 election was fixed continues to surface despite efforts by 
internet giants like Face book, Twitter and others to censor individuals who are exposing such 
proof of voter and election fraud.
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“Democrats appear to have massively rigged the election. Despite this, the mainstream media 
consistently refer to claims of election fraud as ‘unfounded’ or ‘lacking evidence.' It has become 
increasingly hard for them to maintain this facade, however, since hundreds of witnesses have 
signed sworn affidavits that they personally watched the election fraud taking place. Convincing 
scientific evidence has established, with near certainty, that the vote tallies were altered. This 
mountain of credible evidence has made it imperative for Democrats to destroy Trump and 
those who support him,” he said.
Black note he believes that the Senate’s refusal to convict Trump was a serious blow to the 
Democrats' plans to “legitimize the highly-questionable presidential election.”
"There is growing dissatisfaction within the electorate over Democrat-inspired street violence, 
their contempt for morality, their release of violent criminals and illegal aliens, and their attempts 
to punish political enemies,” he said.
In addition, Black said Democrats failed to convict Trump because they were unable to present 
“a single shred of evidence” that the former president was guilty of inciting an insurrection. 
“Indeed, his speech to demonstrators urged them to act “peacefully,” he said. “In that way, the 
trial resembled the first impeachment over the infamous Russia hoax. Before Trump was ever 
sworn in as president, Democrats at the highest levels of government conspired to use a 
dossier concocted by British MI-6 spy, Christopher Steele, to frame and impeach Donald Trump 
for working with Russia to rig the election. Despite a lengthy show trial, not one shred of 
evidence was presented to show that President Trump had done anything improper."
When asked whether the impeachment trial could affect Trump’s chances to come back to 
power, Black said that nothing frightens his opponents more.
"Democrats had hoped that they could convict president Trump in the Senate. If they had done 
so, they would have conducted a second vote to bar him from ever holding public office,” he 
said. “Since they we’re unable to do so, they are desperately searching for another way to block 
his possible reelection.”
Black pointed out that Democratic Senator Tim Kaine of Virginia even discussed the possibility 
of using the 14th Amendment of the Constitution to dispense with a trial and simply vote to 
declare Trump guilty and strip him of his right to ever run for office again.
However, Black stressed that a bill to declare a person guilty and prescribe his punishment 
without trial is a classic Bill of Attainder.
"Bills of Attainder are prohibited by Article I, Section 9, Clause 3, which states, ‘No Bill of 
Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed,’ he said. "Bills of Attainder are classic tools of 
tyrants. King Henry VIII, who slaughtered 57,000 Englishmen, used Bills of Attainder against 
many of his political opponents. The fact that Democrats would consider resorting to a Bill of 
Attainder demonstrates how deeply they fear Donald Trump and the 75 million Americans who 
cast their votes for him on election night.”
Asked whether the current president will be able to unite the country, Black said, “Joe Biden has 
assumed office from an extraordinarily weak position. Many Americans do not believe that he 
was duly elected president, and his cabinet seems poised to adopt policies that are highly 
unpopular. There already appears to be growing dissatisfaction with the new administration, and 
that does not bode well for its future,” Black concluded.
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US, Russia Could Reduce Strategic Arsenals by 1/3 in Future Deal - Ex-Official

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States and Russia could reduce their 
strategic arsenals by one third and limit their hypersonic weapons as part of a future arms 
control deal, Howard Stoffer, a former US State Department senior foreign service officer and 
former UN director of counterterrorism, told Sputnik.
On February 3, the United States and Russia extended for five years the New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (New START), which limits each country to 700 missiles, 1,550 warheads, and 
800 launchers. It is the last remaining agreement that limits US and Russian nuclear arsenals.
"I think future negotiations will try to lower those limits," Stoffer, who is now an Associate 
Professor at the University of New Haven, said. "I think it might be possible to continue to try to 
find a way to make this more comprehensive in the future. I think the verification procedures 
probably won't have to be changed all that much but what will be necessary for next steps is 
maybe to see if it's possible to reduce [the arsenals] by 1/3. Both sides have informally talked 
about that."
The current verification system and inspection procedures, he added, are innovative and open, 
which gave both sides confidence there has been no cheating.
Stoffer said hypersonic weapons, which reduce warning time and create greater instability, 
should also be included in any new treaty.
He warned, however, that there is currently no way to verify the location of tactical nuclear 

weapons.
"You need to have on-site inspection to see if there's tactical nukes somewhere and some of 
them are so small that they can be easily hidden. I think the time will have to come when well 
be able to monitor the gamma rays that come out of these weapons... to tell if a weapon is 
deployed anywhere on the planet," he said. "When that's possible, then it might be possible to 
ban tactical nuclear weapons... but we are so many years away from that, that's not a practical 
goal to work towards."
Another issue that Moscow and Washington will have to address is offensive anti-ballistic 
missiles (ABMs), Stoffer said.
"Right now the truth is anti-ballistic missiles don't work that well," he said. "The United States 
has had some successful tests. The Israelis have developed what they call an Iron Dome 
system for short-range missiles, but frankly, nobody still has developed a truly effective 
comprehensive anti-ballistic missile system, and that was the whole purpose of the ABM 
Treaty."
He said the ABM treaty allowed both sides to maintain a strategic offensive capability, so neither 
would feel invulnerable and start a nuclear war.
Another problem, Stoffer added, was US deployments of long-range anti-ballistic missiles in 
parts of Europe to counter Iran. It may not be necessary if the US gets back into the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action which would limit Iran's ability to make a nuclear weapon, he 
explained.
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Stoffer said the two countries should also address non-strategic nuclear weapons. He said it 
was a big mistake for the US to withdraw from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty 
(INF) and expressed hope that it may be brought back into force.
Stoffer said he hopes the number of warheads is reduced every five years so that by 2050 or 
2060 nuclear weapons are no longer an existential threat.
"For all of these things to take place we need to have a much better relationship between the 
Russian Federation and the United States," he underscored.
Stoffer was not optimistic about China’s willingness to join a future strategic arms control deal 
given it has 300 warheads and the US and Russia have 1,550 each. Stoffer said Chinese 
President Xi Jinping would probably ask, "Why should I join in this party?"
"The leaders can talk about a future regime when the numbers would come down so 
significantly that it would be possible to include the other three permanent members of the 
Security Council who happen to be nuclear Powers: Britain, France and China," Stoffer said.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Treasury Chief Yellen, Lagarde Discuss Policy Tools to Foster Growth - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen and 
European Central Bank (ECB) President Christine Lagarde discussed applying the right policy 
tools to revive economic growth on both sides of the Atlantic, the Department of the Treasury 
said in a readout.
"Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen spoke with ECB President Christine Lagarde," the 
readout said on Tuesday. "The secretary commended the ECB’s swift and decisive policy 
response to the pandemic and discussed policy tools to foster growth and job creation in both 
Europe and the United States."
In the conversation, Yellen emphasized their shared priorities, including ending the pandemic, 
supporting a strong global economic recovery, maintaining financial stability and forcefully 
addressing the threat of climate change, the Treasury Department said.
Yellen also emphasized the importance of deepening transatlantic cooperation on economic 
and financial issues of mutual interest, the readout added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Trump Urges Republicans to Dump McConnell as US Senate Republican Leader - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Former President Donald Trump in a press release 
urged the Republican party to reject Senator Mitch McConnell as the US Senate Republican 
leader.
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"The Republican Party can never again be respected or strong with political 'leaders' like Sen. 
Mitch McConnell at its helm," Trump said in the release on Tuesday. "If Republican Senators 
are going to stay with him, they will not win again."
Trump accused McConnell of having no "credibility" on China because his family has substantial 
Chinese business holdings.
Moreover, Trump said Democrats play McConnell like a "fiddle," adding that the United States 
cannot have "third rate" leaders leading the country.
McConnell voted to acquit Trump in his second impeachment trial, but publicly faulted the 
former president for inciting the riot at the Capitol building on January 6.
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US Eyes More Ways to Boost Strategic Stability with Russia - Blinken

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States eyes further steps to advance 
strategic stability with Russia following the extension of New START nuclear arms control pact, 
the Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a radio interview.
"We were able very quickly, because it's in our interest, to extend the new START agreement by 
five years, the arms control reduction agreement. And we'll look at other ways to advance 
strategic stability with Russia," Blinken told NPR.
On February 3, the United States and Russia extended for five years the New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (New START), which limits each country to 700 missiles, 1,550 warheads, and 
800 launchers.
New START is the only arms control regime between the two countries to survive Donald 
Trump's presidency.
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Top US Diplomat Blinken Says Path to Diplomacy 'Open' With Iran

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a radio 
interview that the path to diplomacy is open with Iran with interest seen on both sides to revive 
the nuclear deal.
“The first step would be Iran returning to compliance. And President [Joe] Biden has been clear 
that if they do, we would do the same. The path to diplomacy is open right now. Iran is still a 
ways away from being in compliance. So we'll have to see what it does,” Blinken told NPR.
Biden vowed to return to the nuclear deal abandoned by his predecessor Donald Trump for the 
sake of the maximum pressure campaign and use it as a base for further negotiations on 
outstanding issues, including Iran’s missile program and his clientele across the Middle East.
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Blinken said that without the agreement Iran “is far closer to having the ability to produce fissile 
material for a weapon on short order than it was when the deal was in force.” He cited 
“published reports" suggesting that Iran may be three or four months from that point and is 
"heading in the wrong direction.”
"So I think we have an incentive to try to put Iran back in the nuclear box. Presumably, Iran still 
has incentives to get what it bargained for in the deal, which was some sanctions relief given the 
state of its economy. So I think there's still interest on both sides... to do this,” he said.
Blinken added that the interest is shared by other major stakeholders, including European 
countries, Russia and China.
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US Approves Proposed $197Mln Sale of 168 Airframe Missiles to Egypt - Defense Agency

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The State Department signed off on a proposed sale of 
168 Rolling Airframe Missiles (RAM) Block 2 Tactical Missiles to Egypt in a deal valued at $197 
million, the Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) said.
“The Government of Egypt has requested to buy up to one hundred sixty-eight (168) RIM-116C 
Rolling Airframe Missiles (RAM) Block 2 tactical missiles," DSCA said in a press release on 
Tuesday.
The DSCA explained $197 million deal includes technical documentation; US government and 
contractor engineering, technical and logistics support services.
The proposed sale will support the Egyptian Navy’s Fast Missile Craft ships and provide 
significantly enhanced area defense capabilities over Egypt’s coastal areas and approaches to 
the Suez Canal, the release added.
The supersonic RAM system is designed to protect ships by destroying incoming enemy 
missiles, and is currently deployed on 165 ships in 11 nations, according to manufacturer 
Raytheon.
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Giuliani Does Not Represent Trump in Legal Matters - Trump Adviser

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Donald Trump’s long-time lawyer Rudy Giuliani does 
not represent the former US President any more, Trump’s adviser Jason Miller said.
“Simply that there are no pending cases where Mayor Giuliani is representing the President.
The Mayor remains an ally and a friend," Miller said via Twitter on Tuesday evening.
On Tuesday, US Congressman Bennie Thompson announced that he filed a lawsuit against 
both Trump and Giuliani over their alleged role in the incident at the Capitol on January 6.
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"The lawsuit filed today under the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871, is to hold Trump, Giuliani, Proud 
Boys, & Oath Keepers accountable for the insurrection on Jan 6 at our nation’s Capitol," 
Thompson said via Twitter.
The suit follows last week’s impeachment trial at the US Senate, which acquitted Trump of 
charges of inciting insurrection.
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US Security Adviser, Netherlands Counterpart Share Policy Priorities for Russia, China

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan shared the 
Biden administration’s desire to rebuild Transatlantic ties in a call with Netherlands Foreign 
Policy Adviser Geoffrey van Leeuwen, and the two agreed to seek consensus on policies 
toward Russia and China, National Security Council (NSC) spokeswoman Emily Horne said. 
“Sullivan underscored the Biden administration’s commitment to further strengthening the 
US-Netherlands relationship and reinvigorating transatlantic ties,” Horne said in a press release 
on Tuesday. “They agreed to work together on shared foreign policy priorities, including in 
regard to China and Russia."
The two officials also discussed bilateral cooperation on advanced technologies, cyber security 
and the importance of partnership on global challenges such as climate change, Horne said.
In addition, Sullivan expressed appreciation for Dutch troops’ sacrifices battling the Islamic State 
terror group (banned in Russia) in Iraq and the nation’s participation in NATO’s mission in 
Afghanistan, Horne added.
The exchange preceded a virtual meeting of NATO defense ministers on Wednesday and 
Thursday that is expected to stress a renewed US commitment to Transatlantic ties that were 
strained during the Trump administration, especially over European financial support for the 
Western alliance.
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US to Look at Other Ways to Advance Strategic Stability With Russia - Blinken

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States will continue looking for ways to 
work with Russia on strategic stability, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in an 
interview.
"Well look at other ways to advance strategic stability with Russia, even as we’re very clear 
about the actions that they're taking... But we have to be able to work on both fronts," Blinken 
told NPR on Tuesday.
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UN Expert Urges Actors with Influence in Myanmar to Press Military Not to Use Force

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights in Myanmar Tom Andrews issued a statement calling on all actors with influence in the 
country to convince the military to refrain from violence ahead of protests planned for 
Wednesday.
"I fear that Wednesday has the potential for violence on a greater scale in Myanmar than we 
have seen since the illegal takeover of the government on February 1Andrews said on 
Tuesday evening.
“Today, I am issuing an urgent call on all governments, individuals and entities that may have 
influence on Myanmar military authorities to use that influence to convince the junta that rallies 
planned for Wednesday must be allowed to proceed without detentions or violence,” he said. 
Andrews also said he received reports of soldiers being transported to the city of Yangon where 
a rally has been called for following the beginning of a secret trial of State Counselor Aung San 
Suu Kyi and President Win Myint.
“In the past, such troop movements preceded killings, disappearances, and detentions on a 
mass scale,” he warned.
Andrews also urged the international business community to immediately call interlocutors in the 
State Administrative Council and warn about the risk of suspending business in Myanmar if 
violence against protesters continues.
Earlier in the month, Myanmar’s military overthrew the government and declared a year-long 
state of emergency hours before the newly-elected parliament was due to convene. Suu Kyi and 
Myint, along with other top officials accused of election fraud, have been placed under house 
arrest.
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FEATURE - Texas Residents Share Stories of Withstanding Snow 'Armageddon'

EL PASO, February 16 (Sputnik) - An unforgiving winter storm sweeping through Texas has left 
numerous residents stranded in their homes without enough food and firewood to stay warm, 
while others even sleep in tents inside their houses to better conserve heat.
More than 4.1 million residents in Texas have no power as of Tuesday afternoon, according to 
poweroutage.us, which is a system tracking the power outages across the United States. 
Temperatures throughout Texas reached between zero to 32 degrees Fahrenheit overnight and 
remain below freezing temperatures through Tuesday afternoon.
Alfonso Lara of the Dallas-Fort Worth area in north Texas told Sputnik he's been without power 
since midnight on Monday.
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"We're not really ready here in the DFW[Da!las-Fort Worth] area for this type of weather... it's 
like Armageddon because so many bad things are happening," Lara said from his apartment on 
Tuesday.
Lara said he does have food and bottled water for the week, but water pipes are frozen.
"So many people have been affected, so many of us are without power for more than a day. I 
think tonight might be the worst day out of all of these days. It's really scary to be at home 
checking the thermostat be dropping in temperature without being able to do anything," he said. 
Lara said he's been eating sandwiches to survive and has been starting fires with wood to heat 
water.
"I was able to boil water and also ate instant soup and a coffee but the wood won't last till the 
end of the week," Lara said.
Meanwhile, nearby grocery stores are empty after residents went into a panic to get supplies, 
Lara said.
"I guess a lot of people also did panic shopping and some of the grocery stores are like empty," 
Lara said. "It's also hard to find charcoal [to cook outside] and wood to start fires."
Jennifer Fidler of Texas capital city Austin told Sputnik her apartment building has been without 
power since early Monday morning, adding that her neighbors have helped her get through the 
freezing temperatures a bit.
"I've been in double sweats, sweatshirts and in multiple blankets," Fidler said Tuesday. "I have 
this neighbor who heard my cry for a flashlight so he put [supply bag] together for me and I 
walked again in the deep snow to another building for that. I'm super hungry. We have electric 
stoves so we can't even heat water."
Fidler said many residents in her area have been walking around looking for food.
"I couldn't really sleep cause my dog was shivering under all our blankets and I felt bad but we 
just stayed wrapped up," Fidler said. "It's not like I could do much while hiding in my covers so I 
had been on my phone trying not to lose my sanity."
Austin Mayor Steve Adler said on Tuesday that hundreds of thousands of residents in Austin 
are still without power.
Andrew Lopez of the city of Houston told Sputnik he has been without power and running water 
for about 32 hours. However, he immediately prepared for the worst when he heard the weather 
warnings
"I thought ahead and filled every pitcher and water bottle I owned prior to Monday morning," 
Lopez said on Tuesday. "To combat the cold I pitched my backpacking tent inside the house 
and that's where the dogs and I sleep as it traps our body heat in such a small area - added 
some blankets on top for extra insulation."
Lopez said the current weather in the US gulf coast is "super unusual. Never had a snow here." 
"The no electricity thing is really throwing a wrench in all our plans but it's like a hurricane - you 
prepare and you wait it out," Lopez said. "Instead of dealing with wild wind or rising water, it's 
just cold, so as long as I layer up and don't brave the streets, I should be good."
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner said on Tuesday that 1.3 million residents in the Houston 
region are without power, most since Monday morning.
Texas Governor Greg Abbott said in a statement on Tuesday that the Texas power grid has not 
been compromised, however, machinery of some companies that generate power has been 
frozen, including natural gas and coal generators.
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Electric Reliability Council of Texas [ERCOT], which manages the flow of electricity to more than 
26 million Texas customers, said on Tuesday that it is working as fast as it can to restore power. 
"ERCOT is restoring load as fast as we can in a stable manner. Generating units across fuel 
types continue to struggle with frigid temperatures," the agency said, adding that power has 
been restored to several hundred thousand homes.
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California Opens First 2 COViD-19 Community Vaccination Centers - US Emergency Agency

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US state of California opened its first two 
community centers under a new federal program targeting people in underserved and 
historically marginalized communities, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
said.
"Acting FEMA Administrator Bob Fenton is attending the opening of the first Community 
Vaccination Center in California today - at California State University in Los Angeles," FEMA 
said in a press release on Tuesday. "Another pilot Community Vaccination Center is also 
opening today in Oakland, California."
FEMA explained that both centers are part of a recently announced Biden administration $3.38 
billion program to extend coronavirus vaccinations beyond typical distribution sites such as 
hospitals and pharmacy chains.
To expand the program, FEMA said is seeking bids to contract medical personnel to help staff 
both federally supported and community vaccination centers around the United States. The 
contracts are expected to be completed by mid-March. FEMA has also finalized a contract for 
30 mobile vaccination units.
In addition, FEMA also said had deployed 1,279 staff across the country to help set up the 

program.
The Biden administration launched to effort to address reports of low vaccination rates, and 
higher levels of infection and deaths from the disease in minority communities.
As of Thursday, nearly 40 million Americans had received at least one dose of a coronavirus 
vaccine, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) -

NORD STREAM 2
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* The United States will coordinate with allies the enforcement of sanctions against the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline under the Baltic Sea amid reports that work had resumed on the project, 
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
* The Biden administration is mulling whether to waive or impose sanctions on the Russian-led 
Nord Stream 2 project as it enters talks with Berlin to discuss the pipeline’s fate, The Wall Street 
Journal reported, citing informed sources.

US ACTIONS ON YEMEN
* The US Treasury Department announced on Tuesday that it is removing Yemen’s Ansaraliah 
opposition movement, also known as the Houthis, from its sanctions lists following the State 
Department's move to revoke Houthis’ designation as a global terrorist entity.
* The United States is calling on the Houthis to cease all military operations in Yemen, including 
their advance on Marib, the US State Department said.

INTERNATIONAL TALKS ON SYRIA
* UN special envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen said on Tuesday that after his visit to Moscow later 
this week he would visit Damascus to continue consultations on the work of the Syrian 
Constitutional Committee.
* The Syrian opposition undertakes its utmost effort to establish control over the country's 
territories in order to root out terrorist groups, and will not accept any pretexts to hamper a 
political resolution to the crisis, Ahmad Tumah, who leads the delegation of Syrian opposition to 
the Astana-format talks in Sochi, told Sputnik.
* Reports of the joint military council of the Syrian opposition and government are nothing more 
than "rumors" for now, although it could be "a very rational and realistic idea" in the future, 
Tumah told Sputnik.
* The Syrian opposition wants a new constitution to be adopted to open door to a political 
transition, but the government appears to be holding up the process, Tumah told Sputnik.

MOUNT ETNA ERUPTS IN SICILY
* Mount Etna, Europe's largest active volcano in Sicily, erupted for the second time in less than 
a month on Tuesday, spewing a gigantic cloud of ash and a fountain of hot red lava into the sky.

US ON NEW KOSOVO GOVERNMENT
* The United States is calling on the new government in Kosovo to make talks with Serbia its 
priority, Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said during a press briefing on Tuesday.

PAUL WHELAN CASE
* Moscow and Washington are not engaged in negotiations on potential exchange of US 
ex-marine Paul Whelan, who is serving a 16-year prison sentences for espionage in Russia, 
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov told Sputnik on Tuesday.
* Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said he was unaware of the possibility of exchange of 
Whelan.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2021 11:17:24 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2021 11:17:24 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.’

White House Vows US Help to Stop Ebola Outbreaks in Africa

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States will do everything in its power to stop 
resurgent outbreaks of the potentially lethal Ebola disease in countries in Africa, White House 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki said in a statement on Tuesday.
"The Biden Administration will do everything in its power to provide US leadership to stop these 
outbreaks, working with the affected governments, the World Health Organization, the African 
Union and the African Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and neighboring states,” 
Psaki said.
Guinea and the Democratic Republic of Congo detected fresh cases of Ebola last week, after 
almost three months since the 11th outbreak was declared defeated.
Psaki said that President Joe Biden was briefed on the situation in both Central and West 
Africa, and "his prayers are with the families of those who have died.”
On Tuesday, National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan spoke with the Ambassadors of Guinea, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Sierra Leone, and Liberia to convey “willingness to work closely 
with the governments of affected countries, and neighboring countries whose citizens would be 
at risk of the current outbreak spread.”
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US to Resume Processing MPP Asylum-Seekers on February 19 - White House 
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States will start processing 
laterasylum-seekers staying in Mexico under the Migration Protection Protocols program, the 
White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan announced on Tuesday.
"Starting February 19, the United States will begin to process eligible individuals in the Migration 
Protection Protocols (MPP) program to pursue their asylum cases in the US, working closely 
with the Government of Mexico, as well as international and non-governmental organizations,” 
the Sullivan said in a joint statement with Homeland Security Advisor Liz Sherwood-Randall.
The Department of Homeland Security defines the MPP is a government action that sends 
foreign individuals entering the US illegally to Mexico and keeps them there for the duration of 
their immigration proceedings. Approximately 25,000 individuals in MPP continue to have active 
cases, according to press reports.
“Individuals should not take any action at this time and should remain where they are to await 
further instructions. We will soon announce a virtual registration process that will be accessible 
from any location,” Sullivan said.
Sullivan cautioned people seeking to immigrate to the United States that the country's borders 
are not open, and the administration is at initial stages of its work "to reopen access to an 
orderly asylum process.”
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US Working to End War in Yemen, Supply Aid - Special Envoy

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - New US double-track policies in Yemen combine a 
diplomatic push to end the war in that country with efforts to bring humanitarian aid to its people, 
US Special Envoy Timothy Lenderking told reporters on Tuesday.
"We will pursue a dual-track approach to build international support to achieving a lasting 
political solution while bringing humanitarian relief to the Yemeni people,” Lenderking said 
during a daily press briefing at the State Department.
Lenderking reiterated that the United States under Biden’s administration seeks to maintain its 
status of being the largest humanitarian donor to Yemen, but also works with all relevant 
stakeholders to reach a ceasefire and kickstart the process for a negotiated settlement.
“We are also prioritizing diplomacy. \Afe maintain that political solution that brings the parties 
together is the only way to bring lasting peace to Yemen and lasting relief to the people of 
Yemen. We working now to energize international diplomatic efforts with our Gulf partners, the 
United Nations and others to create the right conditions for a ceasefire to push the parties 
toward an negotiated settlement to end the war in Yemen,” Lenderking said.
President Joe Biden announced earlier that the war in Yemen must end, retracted US support 
for any offensive military operations in the country and revoked the Trump administration 
decision to blacklist the Houthis’ opposition movement as a global terrorist group.
Yemen has been gripped by a civil war between the Yemeni government forces, led by 
President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi, and the Houthi movement since 2014. The Saudi-led 
coalition of Arab states entered the conflict on the side of the government in 2015, after the 
Houthis made significant gains during the early days of clashes.
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UN Relief Chief Allocates $15Min for Ebola Outbreaks Response in Africa - Statement

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Mark Lowcock said on Tuesday he decided to 
allocate $15 million from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (UNCERF) to respond to 
the resurgence of Ebola in West and Central Africa.
"Today, I am allocating $15 million from the UNCERF to respond to the Ebola outbreaks in 
Guinea and the DRC [the Democratic Republic of the Congo]," Lowcock said via Twitter. "The 
funding will help these countries respond to the outbreak and support neighboring countries to 
prepare."
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On Sunday, Guinea's health authorities reported an outbreak of Ebola in the Goueke 
sub-prefecture, located about 45 kilometers (28 miles) from Nzerekore, the country's 
second-largest city. This is the first time since 2016 that Ebola has been detected in the country. 
Earlier this month, the DRC also reported a new infection in the city of Butembo, located in the 
north-east. The case resulted in a fatality of a farmer, who was hospitalized with the virus 
symptoms after his spouse survived hemorrhagic fever.
The Ebola virus is transmitted from human to human via contact with the bodily fluids of an 
infected person. The World Health Organization estimates it to have a 50 percent fatality rate. 
More than 11,000 people in Guinea died during the worst-ever Ebola outbreak in history 
between 2014-2016.
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Canada, Ukraine Foreign Ministers Discuss Downing of PS752 Flight in Iran - Statement

TORONTO, February 16 (Sputnik) - Canadian Foreign Minister Marc Garneau and his Ukrainian 
counterpart Dmytro Kuleba discussed the ongoing investigation into the downing of Ukrainian 
International Airlines flight PS725 near Tehran, Global Affairs Canada said in a statement on 
Tuesday.
"[The ministers] reiterated the importance of ongoing cooperation in the International 
Coordination and Response Group for the victims of Flight PS752,” the statement said.
Flight PS752 crashed shortly after takeoff from Tehran after being inadvertently shot down by 
the Iranian military. The passengers were mostly Canadian and Iranian nationals and nine 
Ukrainian crew members.
The Iranian military said it was placed on high alert at the time of the accident, which happened 
hours after it fired missiles at two US bases in Iraq in retaliation for the drone strike that killed 
Iranian general Qasem Soleimani.
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Canada Introduces Assault Weapon Buy-Back Program Following Prohibition in 2020

TORONTO, February 16 (Sputnik) - The Canadian government is introducing an assault 
weapon buy-back program following up on last year’s sweeping regulatory ban, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau announced on Tuesday.
The program is just one of several measures included in Bill C-21 - an Act to amend certain Acts 
and to make certain consequential amendments (firearms) - introduced in the House of 
Commons this morning by Public Safety Minister Bill Blair.
"We will move with a buy-back program in the coming months,” Trudeau told reporters.
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The buy-back program will be voluntary and gun owners may choose to keep their weapons, 
however, under the new legislation it would be illegal to use, transport or resell the outlawed 
guns and gun owners will be required to complete a new licensing process. Blair explained that 
effectively making the designated weapons useless would serve as an incentive to participate in 
the program, when asked why the plan is not mandatory.
Government officials did not specify how much funding has been allotted for the program. 
Additionally, the governing Liberals are seeking to enact stiffer penalties for gun smuggling and 
trafficking, increasing law enforcement powers to combat gun crime and tightening firearms 
advertising standards among other measures as part of the bill.
Trudeau added that the federal government will back a push by some mayors to ban handguns 
in Canadian cities.
Last year, the Trudeau government banned over 1,500 models and variants of military-grade 
assault weapons, including the M16, AR-10, AR-15 rifles and M4 carbine.
The ban proved controversial among Canada’s sizable gun owner community, with the 
Canadian Coalition for Firearm Rights (CCFR) challenging the regulatory ban in court.
Reacting to the news, the CCFR denounced the legislation as political pandering adding that it 
will do little to curb gun violence across the country.
“In our opinion, this bill is simply electioneering. The real problem is that licensed gun owners 
are the fodder used to mobilize the Liberal Party’s base,” the CCFR said in a statement. 
“Reasonable Canadians should ask themselves if they think that anything in this bill will stop the 
shootings in downtown Toronto or Vancouver or the violence or property crime we see in rural 
communities.”
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US Airlines Suffer 62% Drop in Passenger Traffic Due to COVID-19 - Transport Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US airline passenger traffic in December fell 62 
percent below pre-coronavirus pandemic levels in a year earlier, the Transportation Department 
reported on Tuesday.
"The large airlines carried 30 million passengers in December 2020 (preliminary), compared to 
79 million passengers in December 2019 and up from 3 million in April 2020, which was the 
lowest monthly total in BTS [Bureau of Transportation Statics] records dating back to 1974. The 
previous low was 14.6 million passengers in February 1975,” the Transportation Department 
said in a press release.
The data is based on reports to BTS filed monthly by 22 major US airlines, which carry 90 
percent of passengers, the release said.
Domestic passenger traffic in December totaled 27.2 million, down 61 percent from the previous 
year while 3.2 million passengers on international flights represented a 66 percent drop, the 
release added.
US airlines received $58 billion in the March 2020 Cares Act with another $15 billion included in 
the proposed $1.9 billion COVI D-19 relief package now working its way through Congress.
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US Urges New Kosovo Government to Prioritize Talks With Serbia - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is calling on the new government in 
Kosovo to make talks with Serbia its priority, Department spokesperson Ned Price said during a 
press briefing on Tuesday.
"When it comes to the dialogue with Serbia, the United States strongly supports the 
EU-facilitated dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia aimed at a comprehensive normalization 
agreement which should be centered on mutual recognition,’’ Price told reporters. “We will 
encourage the new government once formed to prioritize those negotiations.”
With more than 97 percent of ballots counted, the opposition Vetevendosje party looked set to 
win the Sunday parliamentary election with 48.1 percent of the vote. The Democratic Party 
came second with 17.4 percent, while the ruling Democratic League finished third with 13.2 
percent.
“We congratulate the people of Kosovo on their successful parliamentary elections. V\fe look 
forward to working with the government once formed on priority issues to advance peace, 
justice and prosperity in Kosovo and the broader region,” Price said.
Vetevendosje has refused to look for a compromise in a dialogue with Serbia, which has 
rejected recognizing the independence of Kosovo and Metohija and maintains those are 
historically and legally Serbian lands.
Albanians in Kosovo broke away from Serbia after conducting a campaign of terror against 
Serbs and other nationalities living there and after NATO forces undertook a 78-day military 
campaign in 1999 against what was then SR Yugoslavia, consisting of Serbia and Montenegro. 
On Sunday, the self-proclaimed republic held an early election to appoint 120 legislators to its 
parliament. Serbia does not recognize Kosovo’s independence, which prevents both of them 
from joining the European Union.
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US State Dept. Authorized Departure of Non-Emergency Staff From Myanmar - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US State Department allowed its non-emergency 
staff and employees’ families to leave Myanmar amid political unrest in the country, the 
department spokesman Ned Price told reporters on Tuesday.
"The safety and security of our people and US citizens overseas is a top priority for us. That’s 
why on February 14 the Department authorized voluntary departure... of family members and 
non-emergency US government employees in Burma. It gives our employees and family 
members the option to depart if they wish," Price said during a daily briefing.
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He added that the status will be reviewed every 30 days and runs concurrently with the constant 
assessment of the security situation in Myanmar.
"And if additional action is warranted we will take it," Price said.
Earlier in the month, Myanmar’s military overthrew the government and declared a year-long 
state of emergency hours before the newly-elected parliament was due to convene. State 
Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint, along with other top officials accused of 
election fraud, have been placed under house arrest. The events have sparked international 
condemnation as well as domestic protests across Myanmar.
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White House Supports Forming Commission to Probe Capitol Riot - Spokesperson

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration supports the creation of a 
special commission to investigate last month's attack on the US Capitol, White House 
spokesperson Jen Psaki told reporters on Tuesday.
On Monday, US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Congress will establish a special 
commission to investigate the January 6 attack on the US Capitol.
"It is of course Congress’s decision to form this commission," Psaki said during a press briefing, 
adding that the White House will support this move. "We will continue to work with Congress to 
identify measures that the federal government can take going forward to prevent violence we 
saw on January 6."
US President Joe Biden expressed his clear position on the tragic events, which led to multiple 
casualties, she added.
On January 6, Trump supporters stormed Capitol Hill in a bid to prevent Congress from 
certifying Joe Biden's presidential election victory. At least five people, including a female air 
force veteran, were killed and over 170 cases have been opened by police in connection with 
the riots. Trump was impeached by the House on charges of inciting the insurrection, but was 
acquitted by the Senate over the weekend.
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State Dept. Refuses to Comment on Reported US-Russia Prisoner Swap

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US State Department spokesperson Ned Price on 
Tuesday declined to comment on the possibility of a prisoner exchange that would involve Paul 
Whelan, an American citizen who is serving a prison sentence in Russia for spying, with a 
Russian citizen imprisoned in the United States.
"I wouldn’t want to go into that from here," Price said during a press briefing when asked about 
the swap that is reportedly being negotiated between the US and Russian governments.
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Whelan's lawyer Vladimir Zherebenkov told Sputnik that his client could be exchanged for a 
Russian IT specialist who is jailed in the United States. However, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said he is unaware of the possibility, while Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey 
Ryabkov refuted the report by saying Moscow and Washington are not discussing a prisoner 
exchange.
"We remain concerned for his well-being and safety and will continue to speak on Mr. Whelan's 
behalf until the Russian government finally does the right thing and sends Mr. Whelan home to 
his family here in the United States," Price said.
Whelan - who is also a citizen of Canada, Ireland and the United Kingdom - was arrested in 
Russia in December 2018 and sentenced by a Moscow court to 16 years in prison for 
espionage. Whelan has denied the charges and insisted that he came to Russia for a friend's 
wedding. Court papers have revealed that he has frequented Russia since 2007.
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Biden Administration Boosting COVID-19 Vaccine Supply to 13.5Mln Per Week - White House

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is stepping up the supply of 
coronavirus vaccines to 13.5 million doses per week, White House Press Secretary Jan Psaki 
said on Tuesday.
The administration was averaging just over 1.5 million shots a day or 10.5 million per week as of 
last week.
"We are increasing the vaccine supply to 13.5 million doses per week," Psaki said at a press 
briefing. "That will go out to all the states. This is a 57 percent increase from the amount states 
received when the president was inaugurated."
Biden, on entering office on January 20, had promised to administer 100 million COVID-19 
vaccines by his 100th day in office. His administration has revamped the delivery mechanism for 
vaccines and boosted the number of medical personnel who can given out shots.
"We've increased the number of vaccinators and we've also increased the number of 
vaccination sites," Psaki said. "We’re putting a plan in place to have several hundred community 
health centers for vaccinations to be distributed and working with states on mass vaccination 
centers and working to get vaccines in the hands of pharmacies."
The administration’s approach is also being helped by a decline in COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations in recent days, after a surge from December through January.
According to data from the US Centers for Disease Control and the COVID Tracking Project, the 
seven-day average of new daily cases went from a peak of nearly 246,000 on January 12, to 
nearly 94,000 on February 13. The seven-day average for COVID-19 hospitalizations, 
meanwhile, went from a peak of 132,474 on January 6 to 69,283 on February 13.
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Biden to Call Netanyahu ‘Soon’ - White House

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will be the 
first leader in the Middle East whom US President Joe Biden plans to call in the region, White 
House spokesperson Jen Psaki told reporters on Tuesday.
"His [Biden’s] first call with a leader in the region will be with Prime Minister Netanyahu. It will be 
soon," Psaki said during a press briefing, adding that there is no specific date for this 
conversation set up yet.
US and Israel maintain a close strategic security partnership, she added.
The US team is fully engaged at many levels with the Israelis, Psaki said.
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UN Calls for Cessation of Fighting in Yemen’s Marib Governorate - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - United Nations spokesperson Stephane Dujarric 
called on Tuesday for the cessation of all hostilities in Yemen’s Marib governorate following the 
rebel Houthi movement's advances there.
"The renewed fighting in Marib is a real threat to the internally-displaced people, and none of 
this fighting also in any way helps getting us back to a political track," Dujarric said during a 
press briefing. "So, indeed, we feel that fighting should stop."
On Monday, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Mark Lowcock said the escalation threatens to trigger a new mass wave of 
displacement in Marib, where one million people have already been uprooted.
Yemen has been engulfed in an armed conflict between the government forces led by President 
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi and the Houthi rebels since 2014. A coalition of states led by Saudi 
Arabia launched a military operation to support the internationally recognized Hadi government 
in 2015. The Houthis continue to maintain control over a vast part in the north of the country, 
including the capital of Sanaa.
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Blinken Spoke With Iraq Prime Minister Tuesday After Erbil Attack - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke with Iraqi 
Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi on Tuesday following the latest attack on a US airbase in 
Erbil, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said in a briefing on Tuesday.
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"We are outraged by the attacks yesterday which harmed civilians, coalition forces, including an 
American service member," Price said. "This morning, he [Blinken] spoke with Iraq’s Prime 
Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi."
Price also said Blinken spoke with Prime Minister of the Iraqi Kurdistan, Masrour Barzani on 
Monday night.
Price said the investigation into the attacks is underway and that Washington is in close contact 
with Kurdish and Iraqi officials to determine those responsible.
"We will in coordination with our Iraqi partners reserve the right to respond at a time and place 
of our choosing and we will do so," the spokesperson stated.
On Monday, a dozen rockets hit the Erbil Air Base in Iraqi Kurdistan, killing a civilian contractor 
and hurting nine other people. A Shiite militant group reportedly claimed responsibility for the 
attack.
The attack was the first on a Western military or diplomatic facility in Iraq in nearly two months, 
following a spate of rocket strikes in Baghdad in late 2020.
Iran has denied the accusations by Iraqi officials that Tehran played a role in Monday’s rocket 
strike, a Foreign Ministry spokesman said on Tuesday.
2/16/2021 10:03:39 PM +03:00
Canadian Opposition Leader Calls for Beijing Olympics Relocation Citing Uyghur ‘Genocide’ 
TORONTO, February 16 (Sputnik) - The leader of Canada’s official opposition party on 
Thursday called on the Canadian government to pursue the relocation of the 2022 Winter 
Olympics citing what he called a genocide perpetrated by Chinese authorities against the 
Uyghur population in Xinjiang.
"The time has come for Canada to call on the International Olympic Committee to relocate the 
2022 Winter Olympics out of China," Conservative Party leader Erin O’Toole told reporters. "I 
think Canadians would agree that it would violate universal fundamental ethical principles to 
participate in an Olympic Games hosted by a country that is committing genocide against part of 
its own population."
O'Toole added that Canada should pursue the relocation of the Winter Olympic Games issue in 
coordination with its allies.
Responding to O’Toole, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said that his government is continuously 
evaluating the question of Canada’s participation in and the location of the Olympic Games. 
Trudeau, however, cautioned against the liberal use of the word "genocide," saying that it is a 
term guided by strict international guidelines and that misuse of it would weaken the 
designation. The prime minister added that there needs to be international deliberation about 
whether the alleged human-rights abuses in Xinjiang meet the definition of genocide.
The United States has designated China’s actions in Xinjiang a genocide in the last weeks of 
the tenure of former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. Current Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken has on separate occasions affirmed his agreement with Pompeo regarding the 
designation.
China denies all the charges and maintains any camps in Xinjiang serve as education centers.
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US Still Working With Iraq to Determine Party Responsible for Erbil Attack - White House

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States continues to work with Iraq on 
finding those responsible for the attack on a US airbase in Erbil, White House spokesperson 
Jen Psaki told reporters on Tuesday.
On Monday, a dozen rockets hit the Erbil Air Base in Iraqi Kurdistan, killing a civilian contractor 
and hurting nine other people. A Shiite militant group reportedly claimed responsibility for the 
attack.
"We are still working... with our Iraqi partners to determine precise attribution for this attack," 
Psaki said during a press briefing.
She also said the US is outraged by the attack.
The attack was the first on a Western military or diplomatic facility in Iraq in nearly two months, 
following a spate of rocket strikes in Baghdad in late 2020.
Iran has denied the accusations by Iraqi officials that Tehran played a role in Monday’s rocket 
strike, a Foreign Ministry spokesman said on Tuesday.
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Guterres Tells Libya New Interim Leader UN Reaffirms Support for Ceasefire Monitoring

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on 
Tuesday held a telephone telephone conversation with Lybia's interim Prime Minister during 
which he expressed the United Nations' support for the ceasefire monitoring efforts and the 
withdrawal of mercenaries from the country, UN spokesperson Stephane Dujarric told reporters. 
"Early, this rather mid-morning, the Secretary-General spoke by phone with Mohammad Younes 
Menfi, the president-elect of the Presidency Council of the Libyan National Unity Government, 
and with Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, the Libyan Prime Minister-designate," Dujarric said during e 
press conference. "The Secretary-General stressed the UN support to Libya's elections, the 
monitoring of the ceasefire and the need for the withdrawal of foreign forces."
On February 5, the United Nations-led Libyan Political Dialogue Forum in Geneva voted for a 
new temporary executive that will be in charge until a national general election in held on 
December 24.
Last December, Guterres proposed that the UN Security Council establish a mechanism in 
Libya to monitor the implementation of the ceasefire. Responding to the request, the UN 
Security Council told Guterres to swiftly form and deploy such a team.
Following UN-facilitated talks held in October in Geneva, Libya's warring parties - the 
Government of National Accord (GNA) and the Libyan National Army (LNA) - signed a 
nationwide ceasefire agreement.
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All Iraqi Actors Should Agree on ‘Code of Conduct’ Ahead of Elections - UN Special Envoy

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - UN Special Representative for Iraq Jeanine 
Hennis-Plasschaert on Tuesday called on all Iraqi actors to agree on a code of conduct that 
would allow for holding a safe and credible general elections planned for October 10.
"For credible elections to take place, it is imperative that parties and candidates operate in a 
free and safe environment,” Hennis-Plasschaert said during a UN Security Council meeting.
"I call on all parties, stakeholders and authorities to come together, to agree on a ‘code of 
conduct’ and to allow all Iraqi candidates to operate freely - irrespective of ethnicity, gender, 
language, religion, belief or background,” she said.
Hennis-Plasschaert said any Iraqi wishing to participate in the October 10 elections must be 
able to do so without fearing intimidation, attack, abduction or assassination.
The Special Representative pointed out to the UN Security Council that an invitation was sent 
by the Iraqi government in November to observe the elections, when the initial plan was to hold 
the vote on June 6.
“I understand that a decision has not yet been made, but I would like to take this opportunity to 
emphasize the importance of obtaining clarity,” Hennis-Plasschaert said.
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Blinken Discussed Russia, China With Spanish Counterpart - US State Dept

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Spanish 
Foreign Minister Arancha Gonzalez Laya discussed over the telephone Russia, China and 
Venezuela among other issues, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout of 
the conversation on Tuesday.
"The Secretary thanked Spain for hosting US forces and emphasized the US desire to work with 
Spain, the EU and other partners to address shared challenges, including COVID-19 and 
advancing future pandemic preparedness, climate change, Russia, China and Venezuela," the 
readout said.
Blinken and Laya also discussed ways to boost the bilateral and Transatlantic ties, the readout 
added.
The United States and Spain have enjoyed close relations that rest on a foundation of 
cooperation on a number of security issues, including their membership in NATO. Spain has 
been a member of NATO since 1982.
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US Navy Seizes Shipment of Thousands of Rifles, Other Small Arms Off Coast of Somalia

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) -The US guided missile destroyer Winston Churchill 
captured weapons shipments in a search of two dhows off the coast of Somalia, the Navy said 
on Tuesday.
"The cache of weapons consisted of thousands of AK-47 assault rifles, light machine guns, 
heavy sniper rifles, rocket-propelled grenade launchers, and crew served weapons. Other 
weapon components included barrels, stocks, optical scopes and weapon systems,” a Navy 
press release said.
Both dhows were “stateless” and the original source of the weapons remains unidentified, the 
Navy said.
The Churchill's seizure was part of the US Navy’s Fifth Fleet operations in the region, which 
include routine patrols to protect legitimate shipping while disrupting transport of weapons 
sought by terrorist groups, according to the Navy.
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US to Coordinate With Allies on Possible Nord Stream 2 Sanctions - White House 
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States will coordinate with allies the 
enforcement of sanctions against the Nord Stream 2 pipeline under the Baltic Sea amid reports 
that work had resumed on the project, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on 
Tuesday.
"Because it goes against Europe's own stated energy and security goals, we’re continuing to 
monitor activity to complete or to certify the pipeline and if such activity takes place, we will 
make a determination of the applicability of sanctions," Psaki said. "Our position on Nord Stream 
has been very clear and it remains unchanged. President Biden has made clear that Nord 
Stream is a bad deal because it divides Europe; it exposes Ukraine and Central Europe to 
Russia and Russian manipulation."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Austin Condemns in Talks With Iraq Counterpart Attack on US Airbase in Erbil - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said in a phone 
conversation with his Iraq counterpart Jumaah Saadoon on Tuesday that he condemns the 
latest attack on a US airbase in Erbil, the Defense Department announced in a readout of the 
conversation on Tuesday.
"Secretary Austin condemned yesterday’s attack against US and Coalition forces in Iraq, and 
expressed condolences to the Iraqi people," the readout said. "Secretary Austin and Minister
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Saadoon also both expressed condolences for the US service member who was injured in the 
attack."
Austin and Saadoon also reiterated their commitment to the strategic partnership between the 
United States and Iraq, the readout said.
On Monday, a dozen rockets hit the Erbil Air Base in Iraqi Kurdistan, killing a civilian contractor 
and hurting nine other people. A Shiite militant group reportedly claimed responsibility for the 
attack.
The attack was the first on a Western military or diplomatic facility in Iraq in nearly two months, 
following a spate of rocket strikes in Baghdad in late 2020.
Iran has denied the accusations by Iraqi officials that Tehran played a role in Monday’s rocket 
strike, a Foreign Ministry spokesman said on Tuesday.
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UN General Assembly President Urges Myanmar Military to Allow Special Envoy to Visit

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - UN General Assembly (UNGA) President Volkan 
Bozkir on Tuesday called on the Myanmar military to allow UN Special Envoy Christine 
Schraner Burgenerto visit the country amid reports of the authorities' harsh response to 
protests.
"I am in contact with UN Special Envoy Christine Schraner Burgener [and] closely following 
developments in Myanmar. I urge the military to allow Ms. Schraner Burgener to visit, assess 
the situation [and] brief UNGA accordingly. It's not too late to listen to the will of the people," 
Bozkir said via Twitter.
On Monday, police fired rubber bullets at protesters who took to the streets in Myanmar's 
second-largest city of Mandalay in opposition to the coup staged by the military earlier this 
month.
According to media reports, several protesters were injured and a number of journalists 
reporting on the demonstration were beaten up.
The UN Special Envoy spoke with Myanmar's Deputy Commander-in-Chief Soe Win on Monday 
and pressed for a visit under agreeable conditions and reinforced the need to respect the right 
of peaceful assembly.
On February 1, Myanmar's military overthrew the government and declared a year-long state of 
emergency hours before the newly-elected parliament was due to convene. State Counselor 
Aung San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint, along with other top officials accused of election 
fraud, have been placed under house arrest.
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Blinken, Indonesian Foreign Minister Share 'Deep Concern' on Myanmar - US State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi shared a "deep concern" over the military coup in Myanmar and 
discussed Jakarta's efforts to bring peace in Afghanistan, Department of State spokesperson 
Ned Price said in a readout of the conversation on Tuesday.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken spoke today with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno 
Marsudi," Price said. "The two leaders expressed deep concern over the coup in Burma. 
Secretary Blinken also thanked Minister Retno for her important work to bring peace to 
Afghanistan."
Blinken applauded Marsudi's leadership as a positive role model for women and girls, and noted 
that as the world's largest Muslim-majority country, Indonesia had unique insights that it could 
offer Afghans in their efforts to achieve a political settlement, the readout said.
" Secretary Blinken affirmed the growing significance of the US-Indonesia Strategic Partnership 
to the prosperity and security of both nations, and pledged to further strengthen the broad range 
of our bilateral ties," Price said.
Blinken and Marsudi also discussed opportunities for increased trade and investment between 
the United States and Indonesia. Blinken agreed on the key role that the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) played in the Indo-Pacific region and stressed the 
importance of preserving a free and open South China Sea, the readout added.
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US House Republicans Seek Biden Admin. Accounting of Unspent COVID-19 Stimulus Funds

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Legislation that would require the Biden administration 
to disclose documents detailing previously approved COVID-19 relief funding that remains 
unspent, the senior Republicans on the US House Budget and Oversight committees said on 
Tuesday.
"At a time when the Biden administration and the Democrat majority in Congress are barreling 
toward enacting another $1.9 trillion in bailout spending under the guise of the COVI D-19 
response, it is imperative that Congress - on behalf of hardworking American taxpayers - have a 
full understanding of what resources remain unspent from previously enacted legislation," a joint 
press release from the Budget Committee’s Jason Smith and Oversight Committee’s James 
Comer said.
The type of resolution requires that the that the committee with jurisdiction consider the 
measure within 14 days. Failure to act would allow the measure to be brought to the House floor 
for a vote, the sponsoring lawmakers said.
Existing estimates show roughly $1 trillion in enacted COVD-19 stimulus funding remains 
unspent, the release said.
The lawmakers cited a Congressional Budget Office issued a report earlier this month projecting 
that the US economy will return to pre-coronavirus pandemic levels of growth in real gross 
domestic product by the middle of this year, absent any further stimulus spending.
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The latest $1.9 billion stimulus package is widely expected to be approved Congress, over 
objections by Republicans, who criticize the package as loaded with items unrelated to the 
coronavirus pandemic.
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US Ground-Based Strategic Missile Project Passes Baseline Review - Northrop Grumman

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The engineering and manufacturing development 
(EMD) program for the next United States’ ground-based nuclear missile deterrent project has 
passed its first major design review, Northrop Grumman announced in a press release on 
Tuesday,
"Northrop Grumman Corporation successfully conducted its first major design review event for 
the Ground Based Strategic Deterrent (GBSD) engineering and manufacturing development 
(EMD) baseline in November 2020," the release said.
Northrop Grumman said the next key milestone in the project is the integrated baseline review. 
"The EMD baseline review (EBR) is an assessment of the current technical baseline, which 
includes user requirements, program data and configuration elements, and is the first step in 
transitioning ownership of the allocated baseline to the government. ...The team is currently on 
schedule to meet [integrated baseline review]," the release said.
Northrop Grumman was awarded the Ground Based Strategic Deterrent EMD contract by the 
Trump administration in September 2020, to modernize the US intercontinental ballistic missile 
system. The company said the EMD phase includes full system design, qualification, test and 
evaluation and nuclear certification.
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US Urges Yemen's Houthis to Cease All Operations Including Advance on Marib - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is calling on the Houthis to cease all 
military operations in Yemen, including their advance in the Marib governorate, the US State 
Department said on Tuesday.
"The United States urges the Houthis to halt their advance on Marib and cease all military 
operations and turn to negotiations," the statement said. "The Houthis’ assault on Marib is the 
action of a group not committed to peace or to ending the war afflicting the people of Yemen." 
About one million refugees had to leave their homes and find shelter in other areas, mostly in 
Marib, which is controlled by the legitimate government of Yemen, the statement said. 
Assaulting this region will only increase the number of internally displaced persons and 
exacerbate the humanitarian crisis, it added.
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The United States is urging US urged Houthis to end the conflict especially given the fact that 
there is no military solution to the conflict in Yemen.
"If the Houthis are serious about a negotiated political solution, they must cease all military 
advances and refrain from other destabilizing and potentially lethal actions, including 
cross-border attacks on Saudi Arabia," the statement said.
Yemen has been engulfed in an armed conflict between the government forces led by President 
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi and the Houthi rebels since 2014. A coalition of states led by Saudi 
Arabia launched a military operation to support the internationally recognized Hadi government 
in 2015. The Houthis continue to maintain control over a vast part in the north of the country, 
including the capital of Sanaa.
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US Stocks Hit Record Highs After Long Weekend Break

NEW YORK, February 16 (Sputnik) - US stocks on Tuesday hit record highs on their reopening 
from a long weekend break, with investors’ risk appetite heightened by the Federal Reserve’s 
assurances about enduring support for financial markets and the economy.
The tech-heavy Nasdaq index, which includes industry giants such as Face book, Apple, 
Amazon, Netflix and Google, hit a record high of 14,175, ticking about 0.3 percent higher by 
10:25 AM ET (15:25 GMT). The index has gained nearly 10 percent since the start of the year, 
leading the momentum on Wall Street.
The S&P 500, a barometer for the top 500 US stocks, hit an all-time high of 3,950, trading about 
quarter percent higher. The S&P is up almost 5 percent on the year.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average, the broadest gauge of the New York Stock Exchange, 
surged to a record high of 31,600 shortly after its open, trading about 0.3 percent higher. The 
index is up 3 percent year-to-date.
Latest US health data showed declines in Covid-19 cases and hospitalizations after a spike in 
December through January.
St. Louis Federal Reserve President James Bullard, meanwhile, played down suggestions that 
the central bank's loose monetary policy was fueling an asset bubble, either in stocks or in 
assets such as Bitcoin, which topped $50,000 for the first time earlier in the day. Bullard 
dismissed the current action in stocks as "just normal investing," saying the Federal Reserve will 
continue its support of the markets and economy.
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US Urges Yemen's Houthis to Cease All Operations, Including Advance on Marib - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is calling on the Houthis to cease all 
military operations in Yemen, including their advance on Marib, the US State Department said 
on Tuesday.
"The United States urges the Houthis to halt their advance on Marib and cease all military 
operations and turn to negotiations," the statement said. "The Houthis’ assault on Marib is the 
action of a group not committed to peace or to ending the war afflicting the people of Yemen."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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US Removes Yemen's Houthi Movement From Global Terrorist Lists - Treasury

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US Treasury Department announced on Tuesday 
that it is removing Yemen’s Ansarallah opposition movement, also known as the Houthis, from 
its sanctions lists following the State Department’s move to revoke Houthis’ designation as a 
global terrorist entity.
"Today, on February 16, 2021, the US Department of State has revoked the Ansarallah 
designations which has resulted in Ansarallah no longer being blocked pursuant to the Global 
Terrorism Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. part 594, the Foreign Terrorist Organizations 
Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. part 597, or Executive Order 13224, as amended," the 
Treasury Department said in a statement.
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Federal Lawsuit Filed Against Trump, Giuliani Over Riot at US Capitol - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US House Homeland Security Committee Bennie 
Thompson has filed a lawsuit against former President Donald Trump and lawyer Rudy Giuliani 
over alleged conspiracy to incite riots on January 6, CNN reported on Tuesday.
The lawsuit, citing a post-Civil War law aimed at to countering violence by the Ku Klux Klan, 
accuses Trump and Giuliani of conspiring with the far-right groups Proud Boys and Oath 
Keepers to initiate a riot at the US Capitol, the report said.
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UN to Convene High-Level Pledging Conference for Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen on March 1 
UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United Nations said in a statement on Tuesday 
that it will hold a virtual high-level pledging conference on March 1 to mobilize funds to address 
the humanitarian crisis in Yemen.
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"On March 1, the United Nations will convene a virtual high-level pledging event for the 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen co-hosted by the governments of Sweden and Switzerland," the 
statement said. "The main purpose is for participating member states and other donors to 
announce pledges to address the dire needs in the country."
The upcoming conference will help to avert a looming famine in Yemen, which remains the site 
of the world's largest humanitarian crisis with more than 20 million people in need of aid, the 
statement said.
The event will be co-hosted by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Mark 
Lowcock, Swiss Foreign Department hea Ignazio Cassis, Swedish Foreign Minister Ann Linde 
and Minister for International Development Cooperation Per Olsson Fridh.
Yemen has been engulfed in an armed conflict between the government forces led by President 
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi and the Houthi rebels since 2014. A coalition of states led by Saudi 
Arabia launched a military operation to support the internationally recognized Hadi government 
in 2015. The Houthis continue to maintain control over a vast part in the north of the country, 
including the capital of Sanaa.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Over 4.3Mln Texas Residents Experiencing Power Outages After Strong Snow Storm Hits State

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - More than 4.3 million residents of Texas have 
experienced power outages after a powerful winter storm hit the state, Poweroutage.us web 
portal revealed on Tuesday.
As many as 4,307,000 people experienced problems with electricity as of 9:00 a.m. ET, the 
portal said. Another 400,000 people have been affected in the neighboring states of Oklahoma, 
Louisiana, New Mexico and Arkansas, it added.
At least 25 people have died as a result of the severe weather conditions since Thursday, media 
reported. Most of the deaths were reported in Texas.
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner said in a statement there have been 1.3 million power outages 
in the city.
"The roads are very dangerous this morning. Please wait a few hours before moving around if 
you must be out[side]," Turner said via Twitter.
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