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‘On a Hair Trigger’: Soviets Armed 108 Jets for Nuclear War During 1983 NATO Drills, Docs
Show
by Morgan Artvukhina
Since 2019, the US has invested billions in developing new ground-launched missile systems
like those that helped provoke a nuclear war scare in November 1983, but were subsequently
banned as being too dangerous to the peace.
Newly released documents from the US State Department reveal the degree to which Soviet
leadership believed a provocative, ultra-realistic NATO war-game in late 1983 was a cover for a
genuine nuclear first strike against the Soviet Union.
While a great deal about the conduct of both NATO and Warsaw Pact forces during the
November 1983 “Able Archer” war games was revealed in prior document dumps, the latest
papers reveal for the first time what had previously only been surmised: the Soviets armed more
than 100 strike aircraft in Central Europe with live nuclear weapons, ready to unleash a mutually
assured armageddon at a moment’s notice.
The National Security Archive says it fought for years to get the documents, including an
all-important report from 1989 by Lieutenant General Leonard H. Perroots, the intelligence chief
for US Air Forces in Europe during the drills. The archive noted that the Defense Intelligence
Agency had long claimed the memo was “lost,” but State Department historians later uncovered
the file in the CIA’s archives.
Perroots’ memo reveals that the tit-for-tat situation that resulted during the war games, as each
side upped the ante with an increasingly aggressive posture, was much closer to exploding than
the public realized, or than the Pentagon admitted. Clearly, the Soviets were not simply
posturing, but feared that a nuclear strike by the United States and its allies was extremely likely
in the coming hours and days.
‘Calculated to Induce Paranoia’
The Soviet fears were not idle: years of psychological operations had prepared the ground by
driving up Soviet anxieties. American bombers would practice attack runs, peeling of at the last
minute as Soviet radar sites sounded the alarm; American submarines would push the limits of
how close they could sneak to Soviet naval installations; and most importantly, dangerous new
missiles were being stationed in Europe that make a nuclear first-strike seem almost possible:
the Pershing II medium-range ballistic missile.
The Pershing II MRBM was a marvel of high-tech apocalypticism: with a 900-mile range, an
apogee of just 60 miles, and a maneuverable, radar-guided reentry vehicle, the missile could
put an 80-kiloton nuclear warhead on Moscow in between six and 11 minutes, according to
Pentagon leaders. Such a fast strike time gave the Soviets just minutes to identify, analyze and
respond to the threat, greatly increasing the risk of them misreading a situation and launching a
mistaken nuclear return volley, believing it to be their only chance.
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The first of hundreds of Pershing Ms were expected to begin arriving in West Germany in late
1983, around the time of the Able Archer war game.
More events further turned up the tensions. In April of that year, a US Navy strike group of 40
warships approached the Russian Far East in a war posture, jamming Soviet radars and making
practice runs on Soviet radar sites on the mainland. Then, in early September, a Soviet
interceptor shot down Korean Air Lines Flight 007 in Soviet airspace, killing 269 civilians,
including a sitting US congressman, after mistaking the airliner for a US spy plane also flying in
the area. Later that month, an error in a Soviet radar site seemed to show a nuclear missile
launch from the United States, with preparations for a counter-strike only being averted by a
mindful commander who suspected the computer was wrong.
Then, in the last week of October, the US launched an invasion of Grenada, overthrowing the
socialist New JEWEL movement due to its growing friendliness with Cuba and other socialist
nations, including the USSR.
“These actions were calculated to induce paranoia, and they did,” an internal Cold War history
by the National Security Agency summarized it.
On Nuclear Alert
All this is why on November 3, 1983, NATO launched the most realistic war games they had
ever performed, the Soviets were already on-edge. The war games simulated a steady
escalating conflict, beginning with massive troop deployments across the Atlantic and the
assuming of attack postures by NATO forces in Western Europe, and finishing with a
DEFCON-1 declaration signaling imminent nuclear warfare. The drills employed
never-before-seen codes, troop movements made under radio silence, and even involved West
German Prime Minister Helmut Kohl and UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher.
As the drills unfolded, Perroots’ signals intelligence fed him regular information about Warsaw
Pact actions, much of which were the expected sorts of routine preparations intended as a show
of force. However, when something unexpected caught his eye, he knew the drills were going
too far and that NATO needed to back off a bit.
Perroots wrote that after being placed on constant heightened alert, the fighter-bomber divisions
were also ordered to ready one squadron of each regiment to “destroy first-line enemy targets.”
This, he notes, would total roughly 108 aircraft spread across East Germany and Poland.
“The alert aircraft were to be equipped with a self-protection jamming pod. We knew from
subsequent NSA reporting that a squadron at Neuruppin, East Germany sought and was
apparently granted permission to configure its aircraft without the ECM pod because of an
unexpected weight and balance problem. My air analysts opined that this message meant that
at least this particular squadron was loading a munitions configuration they had never actually
loaded before, i.e., a war-load,” Perroots wrote.
Further air photography identified at least one aircraft, a MiG-27 (NATO reporting name Flogger)
strike aircraft “fully armed” on defense alert at an East German base. Other aircraft that would
have been equipped with nuclear weapons include the Su-17 (NATO reporting name Fitter).
He said he later advised the commander-in-chief of US Army Air Forces Europe, Gen. Billy
Minter, not to further increase their own alert posture. He noted that in December, after the drill
was complete, he received an NSA message citing a source inside the Soviet KGB that during
Able Archer-83, the chief of the Soviet Air Forces, Air Marshal Pavel Kutakhov, had placed the
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Soviet 4th Air Army at “heightened readiness ... which included preparations for immediate use
of nuclear weapons.”
Another document in the dossier, a lengthy 1990 report to the Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board of then-US President George H.W. Bush, noted that in 1983 ”we may have inadvertently
placed our relations with the Soviet Union on a hair-trigger.”
Now-Shredded INF Treaty Aimed to Avoid a Repeat
After Able Archer ended on November 11 without incident, Soviet forces stood down from their
alert. In the aftermath, US President Ronald Reagan began to take a more moderate diplomatic
posture, and four years later, the two nuclear superpowers agreed to the Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, which banned weapons like the Pershing II.
This US Department of Defense (DOD) handout photo shows on August 18, at 2:30 p.m. Pacific
Daylight Time, when the Defense Department conducted a flight test of a conventionally
configured ground-launched cruise missile at San Nicolas Island, California. - The test missile
exited its ground mobile launcher and accurately impacted its target after more than 500
kilometers of flight. Data collected and lessons learned from this test will inform DOD's
development of future intermediate-range capabilities.
In 2019, the Trump administration pulled out of the INF Treaty, claiming Russia had violated its
terms by introducing the Iskander ground-based missile Russia has denied these claims, saying
its range did not violate the treaty. However, just days after the treaty lapsed in August 2019,
the US began testing its own missiles that would have violated the treaty, and now has several
such weapons in development.
Sputnik recently reported on a new prospective missile system being developed by Pentagon
scientists that would be even more dangerous than the Pershing II: a hypersonic missile fired
from a mobile truck that would have the ability to throttle down its thrust, allowing it to strike
ultra-fast at any target inside its range.
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UN Report Warns South Sudan Violence ‘A Lot Worse’ Since 2019 Peace Deal Signed
by Morgan Artvukhina
Popular faith in the Juba government suffered a serious blow among people living near the Nile
River last year, amid a poor response to catastrophic floods that destroyed dozens of villages.
The United Nations’ mission to South Sudan has issued a startling new report showing that
violence in the East African nation continued unabated through 2020 in spite of a peace accord
purporting to end the six-year-long civil war.
“The scope and scale of violence we are documenting in South Sudan today far exceeds the
violence between 2013 and 2019,” Yasmin Sooka, chairperson of the UN Commission on
Human Rights in South Sudan (UNCHRSS), told the UN Human Rights Council on Friday.
“We have documented the new levels of militia violence engulfing more than three-quarters of
the country at a localized level in which children carry weapons and women are traded as spoils
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of war like chattels,” Sooka said, noting that civilians had described weapons never seen before
in the conflict.
In November, Amnesty International advised the UN Security Council not to remove the arms
embargo put against South Sudan in 2018, citing the essentially unchanged situation in the
country since the peace deal in February.
Barney Afako, another member of the commission, noted that a “vacuum” of power at the local
level had allowed violence between rival ethnic groups to swell. The violence has largely been
between allied militias of the Dinka and Nuer peoples on one side, and those of the Murle on the
other.
“There are no governors in place or no county commissioners in place. So, there is nobody to
deal with those cleavages which had remained,” Afako said. “Instead what we saw was that the
weaponry that have been left in the community as well as that which is now supplied by others
fuelled this communal violence.”
“The violence is continuing because people know they can get away with it,” Sooka added,
noting that “no doubt that the coordination is really coming from the top.”
Sooka said the levels of violence “have already surpassed” those seen in the early parts of the
civil war.
She described “systemically and deliberately torched” homes as well as women being
“abducted, raped, gang-raped, and sexually enslaved, and in some instances are forcibly
married.” She also said children were being abducted and assimilated into the militia groups,
turned into child soldiers.
South Sudan broke away from Sudan and formed a separate country in 2011, following
decades of war against both the central government and rival ethnic groups, driven largely by
Khartoum’s “divide and rule” attitude toward the myriad tribes inside its borders. However, the
situation slowly deteriorated over the next two years as rival factions developed in the ruling
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement and old rivalries between tribes rekindled.
The civil war broke out in December 2013 when parts of the army loyal to Vice President Reik
Machar rebelled following Machar’s firing by President Salva Kiir. Kiir, an ethnic Dinka, had
accused Machar, an ethnic Nuer, and others in his circle of attempting to mount a coup d’etat.
By 2018, an estimated 400,000 people had been killed and millions driven across the border
into Uganda and Sudan.
After nine rebel groups united to jointly negotiate with Juba, peace talks yielded an uneasy truce
that simplified the federal system and reinstated Machar as vice president in February 2020
under a power-sharing agreement between his and Kiir’s movements. However, the
disarmament process that was supposed to follow has proceeded at a slow pace amid
significant resistance.
UNCHRSS is due to present its report on the South Sudan situation to the Human Rights
Council on March 10.
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Blackwater Founder Erik Prince Broke UN Arms Embargo by Arming Libya’s Gen. Haftar Report
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by Morgan Artvukhina
In April 2019, Libyan General Khalifa Haftar ordered his troops to advance on the capital of
Tripoli, his army faltering amid stiff resistance from Turkish forces sent to support the
UN-backed government. Bereft of options, Haftar turned to soldiers-for-hire to buttress his
capabilities.
A United Nations investigation has found that private military contractor Erik Prince violated a
UN-imposed arms embargo on Libya by furnishing weapons to Haftar, the rebellious
commander of the Tobruk-based Libyan National Army, in 2019.
According to The New York Times, which viewed a copy of the confidential report, Prince
provided Haftar with a mercenary force of attack aircraft, gunboats and hackers as part of an
$80 million deal.
Also part of the deal was an elite mercenary outfit that called itself Opus Capital Asset Limited
FZE and was headed by Christiaan Durrant, a former Royal Australian Air Force fighter pilot and
close confidant of Prince. Durrant was unnamed in the NYT report, but a September 2020
investigation by the Australian Broadcasting Company’s “Four Corners” revealed his name and
the details of the operation.
Durrant pitched Opus to Haftar as an on-call hit squad to use against his rivals, able to deploy in
just seven days’ time and complete with helicopters and heavy weapons. The group included
five Britons, two of whom were former Royal Marines; 12 South Africans; an American; and the
three Australians - all of whom received upwards of $120,000 for what was supposed to have
been a three-month job, according to an earlier report by the UK Independent.
However, after the group struggled to get a hold of the choppers in time and showed up in
Benghazi empty-handed, Haftar was furious and they fled for their lives under cover of night in a
pair of rubber boats.
"The general, not seeing all his fancy gunships that he had paid for, was furious," US conflict
journalist Robert Young Pelton told “Four Corners,” relaying the story told to him by one of the
hired guns. "The general said, 'I paid $80 million, where's my stuff?' And there were threats
made against Durrant's life, personally by the general.”
Interesting to note is an observation by the Times, which noted that Durrant “made several calls
to the main White House switchboard in late July 2019, after the mercenary operation ran into
trouble.” Prince is a longtime supporter of then-US President Donald Trump, to whom he
pitched more than one offer to take over military operations in a country from which Trump
wanted to withdraw.
Blackwater achieved notoriety and infamy in 2007 after its contractors massacred 14 Iraqi
civilians in Baghdad’s Nisour Square, during the US’ eight-year-long occupation war. After, the
group attempted to rebrand itself as Academi. In December 2020, as he was preparing to leave
office, Trump pardoned the four Blackwater contractors convicted in the killings.
According to the Times, Prince could now face UN sanctions, including a travel ban and a
freeze on his bank account and other assets. However, ABC noted that if Durrant is found in
violation and an Australian court agrees, he could face 10 years in prison or $500,000 in fines.
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Bitcoin Breaks Previous Records With New High Value of $55,000 Per Coin
by Morgan Artvukhina
The cryptocurrency bitcoin has continued its meteoric rise on Friday, hitting a new all-time high
value of $55,000 per coin.
Bitcoin's most recent value spike has largely been sparked by electric vehicle manufacturing
firm Tesla, which was revealed by papers filed with the US Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) to have invested $1.5 billion in the cryptocurrency. The company also plans
to accept bitcoin payments.
Tesla founder Elon Musk said the company's decision is logical, tweeting on Thursday that
"when fiat currency has negative real interest, only a fool wouldn't look elsewhere." However, he
cautioned that the company's actions are "not directly reflective of my opinion."
MarketWatch also reported on Friday that bitcoin had hit a total market capitalization of just over
$1 trillion. The electronic currency was launched in 2009 and had a topsy-turvy history; just 15
months ago it was valued at roughly $6,500 per coin following a price collapse.
Earlier this month, financial experts suggested that under US President Joe Biden's nominee to
head the SEC, Gary Gensler, the regulatory agency may change its policies regarding banks
using cryptocurrencies like bitcoin, but would introduce new regulations for them as well.
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Kim Kardashian Files for Divorce From Kanye West - Report
by Marv F.
American-Armenian media personality Kim Kardashian and American rapper Kanye West tied
the knot in 2014. The two held a wedding in May 2014, one year after welcoming their first child
together, North. The couple has three other children: Saint, born in 2015, Chicago, born in 2018,
and Psalm, born in 2019.
Kim Kardashian and Kanye West allegedly filed for divorce on Friday, TMZ first reported, after
reports that the two had been living separate lives for many months.
According to the outlet, Kardashian is seeking joint legal and physical custody of their four kids.
Sources with direct knowledge have told TMZ that West is fine with the joint custody agreement
and that both parents agree on co-parenting together. Both parties also appear to be in
agreement over the prenuptial, with sources telling TMZ that the pair are close to reaching a
property settlement agreement.
The latest news comes one month after US confirmed that Kardashian and West were in
settlement talks after the 40-year-old reality star had divorce lawyer Laura Wasser on "retainer"
since summer 2020.
“[Kim] will continue to focus on her business empire,” an insider told Us in January. “Kim has
been in individual counseling and is at peace with where her life is headed.”
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According to sources, the pair's relationship took a turn for the worse after West launched his
presidential campaign on July 4, 2020. Following the announcement of his presidential bid,
West held an emotional campaign rally in South Carolina, where he tearfully revealed that he
and Kardashian had considered an abortion when she was pregnant with their first child.
"I almost killed my daughter... So even if my wife were to divorce me after this speech, she
brought North into the world, even when I didn't want to," he said at the time, Insider reported.
"She stood up, and she protected that child."
West, who struggles with bipolar disorder, has garnered media attention and speculation after
having frequent public rants.
In a statement posted days after West's rally, Kardashian addressed the rapper's struggle with
bipolar disorder. The 43-year-old Grammy winner has been hospitalized for exhaustion and
sleep deprivation multiple times and was placed in a psychiatric hold at a Los Angeles-area
hospital in 2016.
"Anyone who has this or has a loved one in their life who does, knows how incredibly
complicated and painful it is to understand," she wrote.
"Those that understand mental illness or even compulsive behavior know that the family is
powerless unless the member is a minor. People who are unaware or far removed from this
experience can be judgmental and not understand that the individual themselves have to
engage in the process of getting help no matter how hard family and friends try," she added.
In an interview with David Letterman in 2019, West also opened up about living with bipolar
disorder.
"I wouldn’t be able to explain that as much, you know, because I’m not a doctor. I can just tell
you what I’m feeling at the time, and I feel a heightened connection with the universe when I’m
ramping up," West said.
This is Kardashian's third divorce, after previous marriages to basketball player Kris Humphries
and songwriter Damon Thomas.
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‘Israel is Returning to Africa’: Equatorial Guinea to Relocate Embassy From Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem
by Mary F.
Former US President Donald Trump in 2017 officially recognized Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel, and moved the US embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in May 2018. Palestinians have
long insisted that Jerusalem must be the capital of a Palestinian state.
Equatorial Guinea on Friday announced it would move its embassy to Jerusalem. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was informed of the decision by Teodoro Mbasogo, the president
of Equatorial Guinea.
In a statement released by the Prime Minister’s office, Netanyahu highlighted the importance of
cooperation with African nations, noting that “Israel is returning to Africa and Africa is returning
to Israel in a big way.”
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Equatorial Guinea is one of several other countries, including Malawi, Honduras, Brazil, Kosovo,
Serbia and Romania, that have promised to move their embassies to Jerusalem. Netanyahu
also said he welcomes the "trend," in which states are moving their embassies to Jerusalem.
In 2018, Guatemala officially moved its embassy to Jerusalem, two days after the US made the
same move, making it the second embassy to move to the old city. Guatemala was one of the
first countries to recognize Israel following its independence in 1948. In addition, it was the first
country to institute an embassy in Jerusalem in 1959 before eventually moving it to Tel Aviv in
the 1960s.
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and other Palestinian officials have refuted the
US designation of Jerusalem as the official capital of Israel. The decision was made by former
US president Donald Trump, who also relocated the US embassy there from Tel Aviv, spaking
unrest across the entire Middle East.
In 2018, Nabil Shaath, a senior Palestinian official, called the move a “catastrophe” for
Palestinians.
"[Trump] is very much siding with the Israelis," Shaath said at the time, NPR reported. "Moving
his embassy to Jerusalem was nothing [more] than a demonstration of his alliance with the
Israelis."
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Dolphins Have Some Similar Personality Traits to Humans, Study Finds
by Mary F.
Dolphins are aquatic mammals, and are considered one of the world’s most intelligent animals,
with several cognitive abilities related to perception, communication and problem-solving. There
are 40 surviving species named as dolphins.
A new study, published in the Journal of Comparative Psychology, compared 134 male and
female bottlenose dolphins at facilities the world.
The dolphins’ personalities were evaluated by staff at the facilities. The study revealed that
dolphins share certain personality traits, namely curiosity and sociability, with humans. Such
similarities were identified even though dolphins evolved in different environments from
primates, which human beings evolved from.
In a statement to the Guardian, Dr. Blake Morton, a psychology lecturer at the University of Hull
and the lead author of the study, revealed that this study marks the first time that dolphin
personalities have been studied in this manner.
“Dolphins were a great animal for this kind of study because, like primates, dolphins are
intelligent and social. We reasoned that if factors such as intelligence and gregariousness
contribute to personality, then dolphins should have similar personality traits to primates,”
Morton explained.
“Dolphins, like many primates, have brains that are considerably larger than what their bodies
require for basic bodily functions; this excess of brain matter essentially powers their ability to be
intelligent, and intelligent species are often very curious,” he added.
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Morton also went on to explain that the widely accepted model of human personality includes
given traits: openness, conscientiousness, extraversion, agreeableness and neuroticism.
“Scientists still do not fully understand why our behavior comes down to those five traits, so one
way of doing that is to compare ourselves to other animals - what we share in common and
why,” Morton explained.
“Most research has been done on primates so we decided to do something different and look at
dolphins. No one’s ever studied personality in dolphins before in the way we have,” he added.
Although the study revealed that dolphins have similar personality traits to humans, the study
did not conclude that human and dolphin personalities are identical, Morton explained.
“I don’t want people to misinterpret that and say humans and dolphins have the same
personality traits - they don’t. It’s just that some of them are similar,” he pointed out.
According to Whale & Dolphin Conservation USA, whales and dolphins both have large brains
and large-brained creates usually have several things in common: they are sociable, they live
long lives, their behavior is complex, females give birth to only a few offspring and they “take
extraordinary care of each baby while teaching them life skills.”
In addition, whale and dolphin brains also contain spindle neurons, which are specialized brain
cells.
“These are associated with advanced abilities such as recognizing, remembering, reasoning,
communicating, perceiving, adapting to change, problem-solving and understanding,” Whale &
Dolphin Conservation USA explains.
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US to Continue to Dissuade Countries From Providing Arms to Iran, State Department Says
by Gabv Arancibia
Latest announcement by the US State Department comes after the agency revealed it was
ready to attend a meeting of the P5+1 and Iran to discuss a "diplomatic way forward on Iran's
nuclear program."
The US declared on Friday that it would continue to discourage countries from providing any
weapons to Iran, a day after it opted to reverse the Trump administration's 2020 effort to initiate
snapback sanctions against Tehran over alleged violations of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action.
Ned Price, spokesperson for the State Department, remarked during the Friday briefing that
"regardless of the UN's Iran sanctions architecture, we will continue to use our authorities to
dissuade countries from providing arms to Iran."
He later remarked that "reversing the snapback position adopted by the previous administration
... strengthens our position to engage the UN Security Council on Iran."
Price previously revealed on Thursday that the US was willing to accept an invitation to attend a
P5+1 meeting alongside Iran in an effort to restart diplomatic talks with Iranian officials over the
JCPOA, which the US withdrew from in 2018 under the Trump administration.
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Incidentally, on the same day. Washington also informed the United Nations Security Council it
would be rescinding the Trump-era bid to trigger snapback sanctions against the Middle Eastern
country. The ban itself came as a decade-old UN arms embargo against Iran was set to expire.
The US' stance is largely seen as a step to establish the groundwork that could break the
ongoing impasse between Washington and Tehran, both of whom have insisted that the other
must act first before the two countries can resume friendlier ties.
Two senior State Department officials told NPR both developments were seen as "obstacles to
multilateral diplomacy." However, one official indicated that while a meeting would not be a
"breakthrough," it would signal a first step.
Also on Thursday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with France, Germany and the UK,
which make up the E3, and noted the US was indeed prepared for negotiations in order to
establish a means in which Iran can come back into compliance with the 2015 deal.
The meeting also saw the group call on Iran to avoid taking any further steps at pausing
protocols or limiting the International Atomic Energy Agency access to Iran's nuclear sites, a
move which saw Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif urge Washington to end the Trump-era's
"legacy of economic terrorism against Iran."
Iran began backing away from its commitments under the 2015 nuclear deal following the US
withdrawal, and most recently saw the country begin to increase its uranium enrichment at the
Fordow enrichment complex. Although Iran has been blasted over the development, the level of
enriched fuel is nowhere near sufficient enough to produce a nuclear weapon.
The Biden administration has voiced its intention to possibly negotiate a new nuclear deal but
the initiative has been firmly rejected by Iran.
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Russia, China & Democracy: Biden Vows ‘America is Back’ in Munich Speech Hailing
Multilateralism
by Gaby Arancibia
US President Joe Biden’s recent remarks at the Munich Security Conference strongly echoed
those made earlier in the day at the G-7 meeting, where he participated virtually with world
leaders and spoke on his efforts to curb the COVID-19 pandemic and the US foreign policy
agenda.
Appearing virtually at the Munich Security Conference in Germany, Biden announced Friday the
US was breaking from the Trump administration’s so-called “America First” stance, stressing to
foreign leaders that his term would focus on bolstering the transatlantic alliance.
The speech, which marked Biden’s first big appearance on the global stage, saw the president
vow to the nation’s traditional allies that it was more than ready to begin working hand-in-hand
with them on a variety of issues, including arms control, COVID-19, cyberhacking and the
worsening climate crisis.
“America is back, the transatlantic alliance is back and we are not looking backward, we are
looking forward together,” Biden said. “The partnership between Europe and the United States -
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in my view - is and must remain the cornerstone of all we hope to accomplish in the 21st
century.”
“We cannot focus only on the competition among countries that threaten to divide the world ...
that threaten to sink us all together if we fail to cooperate. We must do both - working in lockstep
with our allies and partners,” he continued.
In a bid to erase “any lingering doubt” about the US’ true intentions, Biden underscored
Washington would continue to “work closely” with its European partners, and that it would
continue to adhere to the NATO alliance’s mutual-defense clause, known as Article 5. “That is
our unshakeable vow,” he said.
Biden Promises to Stop Daesh Revival as US Troops Remain in Germany
Biden invoked the NATO alliance several times throughout his speech, highlighting the group as
an anchor for global security challenges, including those set by the US’ decades-old military
mission in Afghanistan.
“My administration strongly supports the diplomatic process that is underway, and to bring an
end to this war that is closing out 20 years,” he said. “We remain committed to ensuring that
Afghanistan never again provides a base for terrorist attacks against the United States, our
partners and our interests.”
Additionally, he stated the US and its European partners “cannot allow [Daesh] to reopen and
regroup and threaten people in the Middle East and elsewhere.”
The commander-in-chief also pointed out his recent order to halt his predecessor’s drawdown of
some 12,000 US troops stationed in Germany, which came as part of a plan for the Pentagon to
undertake a full review of how American forces are deployed around the world.
“I'm also lifting a cap imposed by the previous administration and the number of US forces able
to be based in Germany,” Biden said. Trump’s initial drawdown order had largely been opposed
by both Democrats and Republicans who viewed the presence of US troops in Germany as the
cornerstone of post-WWII order.
“I know the past few years have strained and tested our transatlantic relationship, but the United
States is determined to re-engage with Europe.”
Biden’s remarks were welcomed with open arms by German Defense Minister Annegret
Kramp-Karrenbauer, who told Reuters on Friday that “this signal will be noticed and well
understood.” She added, “It is now up to us to take the hand that Washington has reached out
with.”
‘Democratic Progress is Under Assault’
Although Biden acknowledged that collective strength is key to bolstering the transatlantic
alliance, he also warned the “democratic progress is under assault” in the US and Europe from
authoritative leadership seeking to dominate the global order.
"Our partnerships have endured and grown through the years because they are rooted in the
richness of our shared democratic values. They're not transactional. They're not extractive,"
Biden said, touching on Trump's past tactics to redefine allies as economic rivals.
“In too many places, including in Europe and the United States, democratic progress is under
assault."
“We’re at an inflection point between those who argue that, given all of the challenges we face,
from the fourth industrial revolution to a global pandemic, that autocracy is the best way forward,
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they argue, and those who understand that democracy is essential, essential to meeting those
challenges,” Biden continued, adding that he believes “democracy will and must prevail.”
Perceived Threats From China, Russia & Talks With Iran
Wrapping up his speech, Biden took the opportunity to deliver stern warnings about threats he
claimed were posed by Russia and China, before reiterating his administration’s pledge to
engage in talks with Iran.
“Competition with China is going to be stiff - that’s what I expect, and that's what I welcome
because I believe in the global system,” he told viewers, emphasizing a need to ensure that
growth was “shared broadly and equitably” and not by the “few.”
“We can own the race for the future, but to do so we have to be clear-eyed about the historic
investments and partnerships that this will require. ... We have to push back against the
Chinese government’s economic abuses and coercion that undercut the foundations of the
international economic system. Everyone must play by the same rules,” he underlined.
The same message was also issued against Russia, with Biden claiming Moscow seeks to
“undermine” the US system as “Russian leaders want people to believe that our system is more
corrupt or as corrupt as theirs.”
“[Russian President Vladimir] Putin seeks to weaken the European project and our NATO
alliance. He wants to undermine the transatlantic unity and our resolve because it’s so much
easier for the Kremlin to bully and threaten individual states than it is to negotiate with a strong
and closely united transatlantic community,” Biden said.
“We want a future where all nations are able to freely determine their own path without the
threat of violence or coercion. We cannot and must not return to the reflective opposition and
rigid blocks of the Cold War. Competition must not lock out cooperation on issues that affect us
all.”
Biden promptly followed up his remarks on China and Russia with the topic of Iran. He
explained that his desire to have more transparency and communication between countries was
behind his administration’s recent moves to re-engage with Iran over the 2015 nuclear deal that
Washington withdrew from under the Trump administration.
The US abandoned the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action in 2018 over unsubstantiated
claims that Iran had violated the Obama-era agreement, and as such, Tehran subsequently
backed away from its commitments. Fellow signers remained a party to the deal after
determining that Iran had not violated the agreement.
The Biden administration has indicated it is willing to broach the subject, but has repeatedly
called on Iran to act first and come back into compliance with the deal. Iran has opposed the
sentiment, highlighting the US’ withdrawal from the deal. Although it’s still uncertain, both
countries may meet for talks held by the P5+1.
Biden concluded by urging world leaders that “we cannot allow self-doubt to hinder our abilities
to engage each other or the larger world. The last four years have been hard, but Europe and
the United States have to lead with confidence once more, with faith in our capacities.”
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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Six Capitol Police Officers Suspended, Dozens Under Investigation Over Jan. 6 Riot
by Gaby Arancibia
More than 100 law enforcement officers reported having sustained injuries during the Capitol
riot, which also claimed the lives of three officers and two others who were in the crowds that
gathered at the federal building on January 6.
The US Capitol Police (USCP) recently revealed that six of its officers have been suspended
with pay as a result of their actions when a mob of Trump loyalists stormed the Capitol and
searched through the offices of congressional leaders.
A statement issued by the department also noted that an additional 29 officers remain under
investigation, as part of the agency’s ongoing probe into the events that unfolded amid the
Capitol siege.
“The investigation into the January 6 attack remains under investigation,” reads the release.
“Our Office of Professional Responsibility is investigating the actions of 35 police officers from
that day. We currently have suspended six of those officers with pay.”
Citing a directive from acting Capitol Police Chief Yogananda Pittman, the statement indicated
that any member of the force who fails to adhere to the department’s code of conduct “will face
appropriate discipline.”
Echoing past statements, Gus Papathanasiou, the chairman of the USCP union, responded to
the development in a Friday statement that argued ongoing investigations were meant to divert
attention away from the “significant leadership failures” that took place. He further referred to the
probe as being part of a “witch hunt.”
The latest suspensions came as the USCP has faced increasing scrutiny over the multitude of
security failures that allowed thousands of individuals to break past security barriers and
ransack the Capitol.
Recently, Capitol Police leadership was dealt a sharp blow after the USCP union issued an
overwhelming no-confidence vote. The highest rebuke delivered by the body was against
Capitol Police Captain Ben Smith, who received a 97% no-confidence vote.
Pittman drew a 92% no-confidence vote. At the time of the riot, she had been serving as the
assistant chief for the agency’s Protective and Intelligence Operations.
At present, an investigation is underway by the Capitol Police Office of Inspector General as
congressional hearings into the insurrection have been held. Although Pittman has previously
testified at closed-door hearings, she is expected to give her first public testimony on Thursday
with the House Appropriations Committee.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Ex-US Military Leaders Back ACLU Petition for SCOTUS to Declare Male-Only Draft
Unconstitutional
by Evan Craighead
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The Supreme Court of the US (SCOTUS) decision in Rostkver v. Goldberg, 453 US 57 (1981),
held that the Military Selective Service Act was constitutional, claiming “[t]he existence of the
combat restrictions clearly indicates the basis for Congress’ decision to exempt women from
registration.”
The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), representing the National Coalition for Men (NCM),
has issued a new petition asserting the SCOTUS should revisit the 1981 ruling in Rostker v.
Goldberg and overrule the matter on the grounds that an all-male draft "violates the right to
equal protection guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment" of the US Constitution.
The petition, filed against the Selective Service System and its director, Donald Benton, argued
the decades-old ruling does not reflect the Pentagon's January 2013 decision to lift the ban on
women serving in front-line combat.
Considering the SCOTUS ruling pointed to "combat restrictions" as indication of the "basis for
Congress' decision to exempt women from registration," the ruling should be revisisted to reflect
modern legislation, petitioners claimed.
Former National Security Agency Director and ex-Central Intelligence Agency Director Michael
Hayden, along with several former US military leaders filed an amicus brief last week in support
of the ACLU/NCM petition.
"Requiring both women and men to register for the selective service is a long overdue next
step," the filing read. "Indeed, the male-only selective service requirement is the last vestige of
an American service force that no longer exists."
Ria Tabacco Mar, director of the ACLU Women’s Rights Project, has argued that "men-only
registration harms women, too."
"The Military Selective Service Act is based on outdated and sexist notions of women’s and
men’s abilities to serve in the military, regardless of individual ability," she remarked last month.
"Limiting registration to men treats women as unfit for this obligation of citizenship and reflects
the outmoded belief that men aren’t qualified to be caregivers in the event of a draft. Such sex
stereotypes have no place in our federal law.”
Under current legislation, men who fail to register for the US military draft are ineligible for
employment, job training and student aid from the federal level.
"Equalizing the selective service would recognize that America's women have the same right,
responsibility, and capability to serve their country as America's men," the amicus brief reads.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
White House, Social Media Giants Working Together to Combat COVID Vaccine
'Disinformation' - Report
by Evan Craighead
The Biden administration's push to combat the dissemination of false COVID-19 vaccine
information comes alongside the US' coronavirus vaccine rollout, which has been plagued with
delays amid severe winter weather across the country.
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A senior Biden administration official revealed to Reuters Friday that the White House has
begun contacting various social media companies to help the US government combat
COVID-19 vaccine disinformation.
“Disinformation that causes vaccine hesitancy is going to be a huge obstacle to getting
everyone vaccinated and there are no larger players in that than the social media platforms,” the
source said.
Facebook and Twitter, which have been cracking down on disinformation after several calls
from Capitol Hill, confirmed to Reuters that they were among the companies contacted.
Google parent company Alphbet Inc. was also named as someone contacted by the White
House, but the tech giant has yet to issue a statement on the matter.
“We are talking to them ... so they understand the importance of misinformation and
disinformation and how they can get rid of it quickly," they added.
Further details on the matter will be available in the “next ten days or so," according to the
source. It's unclear what criteria will be used to survey social media content for possible
disinformation.
Biden, while touring Pfizer's vaccine manufacturing plant in Portage, Michigan, on Thursday,
delivered a live address in which he thanked plant workers and pushed for more national
confidence in the vaccine and its rollout.
“The vaccines are safe,” he said, reported WDIV. “Please, for yourself, for your family, your
community, this country, take the vaccine when it’s your turn and available. That’s how to beat
this pandemic.”
In addition to general vaccine distrust and skepticism impacting the vaccination program, the
recent surge in extreme winter weather has also affected the schedule.
Andy Slavitt, White House senior adviser for the Biden administration's COVID response,
remarked Friday that companies shipping vaccines, like FedEx and UPS, “have all faced
challenges as workers have been snowed in and unable to get to work.”
An estimated 6 million doses have been backlogged in all 50 states and 2,000 vaccine
distribution sites have been unable to receive their vaccines because said facilities are located
in areas experiencing power outages.
“As weather conditions improve, we are already looking to clear this backlog,” Slavitt said,
adding that 1.4 million doses are being shipped on Friday. He said the administration anticipates
“all the backlog doses will be delivered in the next week.”
Slavitt asserted the undelivered vaccines are “sitting safe and sound in our factories and hubs
ready to be shipped.”
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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RPT - Nearly 15Mln Texans Affected by Water System Disruptions Due to Weather - State
Regulator
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - Nearly 15 million residents of Texas are currently
facing water system disruptions caused by the severe winter weather that swept through the
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state this week, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality spokesperson Tiffany Young told
Sputnik.
"As of 4:00 pm, more than 1,300 public water systems have reported disruptions in service due
to the weather, affecting more than 14.9 million people, many of them leading to Boil Water
Notices," Young said.
Young added that 159 out of the 254 Texas counties have been affected with water system
disruptions, impacting service for about half the population of Texas.
As of Friday afternoon, more than 138,800 homes in Texas have no power due to the inclement
weather. Earlier this week, the winter storm left more than 4 million homes without power due to
disruptions to natural gas and coal generators and nuclear power plants.
On Wednesday, Texas Governor Greg Abbott issued an order banning the state from exporting
natural gas to other states until February 21 in order to conserve supplies for Texas power
generators.
President Joe Biden told reporters on Friday he is planning to visit Texas as soon as next week
to oversee recovery efforts from the severe winter storm that left millions without power this
week.
Nearly 254,000 homes throughout Mississippi, Oregon, Louisiana, and Kentucky have also
experienced power outages due to the storm.
NBC News reported that at least 47 people have died in 10 states, a majority of them in Texas,
because of the winter storm.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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RPT - UN Says Encouraged by Steps to Preserve Iran Nuclear Deal After US Proposes Talks
UNITED NATIONS, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United Nations welcomes all steps to preserve
the Iran nuclear deal in light of the United States' announcement of its readiness to return to
diplomacy with Tehran and is reviewing the details of the US proposal, UN spokesman Farhan
Haq told Sputnik.
On Thursday, US Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said the United States would
accept an invitation to attend a meeting with other UN Security Council's permanent members Russia, France, the United Kingdom, China - plus Germany as well as Iran to discuss Tehran's
nuclear program.
"We are looking into the details, but for now, we can say we encourage all steps that uphold the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action and support efforts to implement it fully," Haq said when
asked about the United Nation's reaction to the US announcement.
Furthermore, US Acting Permanent Representative to the UN Richard Mills announced that
Washington withdrew ex-president Donald Trump administration's request to reimpose all UN
sanctions against Iran.
In 2015, Iran signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action with the P5+1 group and the
European Union. The agreement required Iran to scale back its nuclear program and
downgrade its uranium reserves in exchange for sanctions relief, including lifting the arms
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embargo five years after the deal's adoption. The Trump administration exited the deal in 2018
and reinstated sanctions against the Islamic Republic.
In December, Iran passed a law to increase its uranium enrichment and stop UN inspections of
its nuclear sites in response to the killing of nuclear physicist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh. In early
January, Iran's atomic energy organization announced that the country had succeeded in
enriching uranium to 20 percent at the Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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REVIEW - US Water Crisis Mounts Amid Political Battle Over Freeze-Induced Power Failure
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - Half the residents of Texas are suffering through a
water shortage crisis as US politicians fight over the failure of the state’s electric grid, which was
knocked out by deadly winter storms that swept across the country this week.
RECORD-LEVEL COLD, SNOW
Deadly snow storms and record frozen temperatures that battered the southern and central
portions of the United States this week, along with the northwest state of Oregon, left millions
without power and clean drinking water.
By Friday, the death toll associated with the major winter storms climbed to at least 47,
according to data compiled by The Washington Post, with the majority being recorded in Texas.
On Tuesday, more than 70% of the US was covered in snow, according to the National
Operational Hydrologic Remote Sensing Center (NOHRSC), the highest single-day coverage in
almost two decades.
Historically record low temperatures were registered in 21 cities across the United States, the
US National Weather Agency said this week.
Scientists have reportedly argued that the rapid heating of the Arctic may have contributed to
the anomalous low temperatures in Texas, according to The Guardian. Judah Cohen, the
seasonal forecasting director at Atmospheric and Environmental Research, said the rapid Arctic
warming pushes cold air from the north pole further south.
"The energy escaping from the jet stream bangs into the polar vortex so it starts to wobble and
move all over the place. Where the polar vortex goes, so goes the cold air," Cohen said as
quoted by the newspaper.
POWER CRISIS REPLACED BY WATER CRISIS
Some four million homes in Texas were without electricity earlier this week due to disruptions to
natural gas and coal generators and nuclear power plants. By Friday evening, power had been
restored to all but around 113,000 customers in Texas, the poweroutages.us live utility tracker
revealed.
In Portland, Oregon more than 600,000 were without power at one point this week. The local
power company said by the end of the week power was restored to all but 80,000 customers.
Louisiana, Mississippi, Kentucky, Virginia and West Virginia were also hit hard with outages.
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The frozen temperatures also caused pipes to break which led to a shortage in clean drinking
water throughout the south including Texas, where nearly 15 million of the state's 29 million
were affected,
"As of 4:00 p.m., more than 1,300 public water systems have reported disruptions in service
due to the weather, affecting more than 14.9 million people, many of them leading to Boil Water
Notices," Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Media Specialist Tiffany Young told
Sputnik.
According to The New York Times, the problems were especially acute at hospitals where
critically ill patients lacked clean drinking water.
Earlier this week, Sputnik correspondents surveyed the damage wrought by these
developments in Texas, where several people shared their stories. The unforgiving winter storm
left numerous residents stranded in their homes without enough food and firewood to stay
warm, while others even slept in tents inside their houses to better conserve heat. Meanwhile,
nearby grocery stores were empty after residents went into a panic to get supplies, one resident
said.
In addition to water and power crises, the storm will also have a negative impact on efforts to
contain the pandemic. The White House said the weather has delayed shipments of six million
COVID-19 vaccine doses in all 50 states.
US ENERGY CAPITAL ON THE BRINK
The storms exposed severe weaknesses in the infrastructure of the US energy capital. Critics
claim this is partly due to the fact that Texas is the only one of the 48 US continental states to
have its own independent power grid.
The Texas Tribune, citing a local official, claimed the state’s power grid was "seconds and
minutes" away from a catastrophic-level failure that could have left Texans in the dark for
"months,"
The storm also hammered the US energy industry itself. US crude production is estimated to
have fallen 200,000 barrels per day (bpd) as drilling for oil is impacted by snow storms
blanketing the country, data from the US Energy Information Administration (EIA) revealed on
Thursday.
Texas Governor Greg Abbott on Wednesday said he signed an executive order to halt natural
gas exports until February 21 due to the severe winter weather.
Prices of gas skyrocketed this week as a result of the energy shortages. Some customers were
hit will power bills that came in at more than $5,000, according to Griddy, a wholesale power
provider in Texas.
POLITICAL FALLOUT
Democrats in Washington appeared ready to seize on the power grid failure and infrastructure
breakdown in Texas, a state run by a Republican governor. On Friday, Congressman Ro
Khanna, who heads the House’s environmental oversight subcommittee, said a probe would be
launched into the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT).
"I’m launching an investigation into how this mess unfolded. We need to know why so many
fossil fuel sources failed, why ERCOT wasn’t better prepared, & who participated in the
conspiracy to falsely blame renewables," Khanna said on Friday referring to accusations by
Republicans that frozen windmills were the cause of the crisis. "Once the dust settles here, I
also plan to hold a hearing with the leaders responsible for this total meltdown."
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On Thursday, a different panel, the US House energy and commerce committee, also launched
a probe to examine what created prolonged electricity blackouts. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said at issue is the need to weatherize Texas’ energy infrastructure to protect people from future
freezes.
To his credit, Abbott, earlier this week ordered an investigation into ERCOT and called for
reforms to preclude such a development from occurring again.
Republicans in Congress, however, suggested that alternative energy sources are the culprit.
On Tuesday, Congressman Dan Crenshaw said the reason the energy capital of the United
States ran out of power is because of frozen wind turbines, in a tweet, the lawmaker said had
the Texas grid been more reliant on the wind turbines that froze, "the outages would have been
much worse."
US Senator Ted Cruz on Thursday put an early end to his vacation trip to the resort town
Cancun, Mexico, after being criticized for leaving Texas as the state struggles with power
outages amid a severe winter storm. Democratic congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
slammed Cruz for the move and used the opportunity to outshine him by raising $2 million for
Texans. The lawmaker is also flying to the lone star state
President Joe Biden has not made any partisan comments about the situation yet, and has so
far simply reached out to Abbott and offered support as reflected in his call with FEMA chief Bob
Fenton on Friday.
"Biden also let Acting Administrator Fenton know that he was ready to mobilize other federal
agencies to bring additional support to the people of Texas and ensure that any critical needs
are met. He also told the Acting Administrator that he intends to sign Texas’s request for a
Major Disaster Declaration as soon as FEMA sends over the formal request from Governor
Abbott later today," the White House said in a readout.
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US Grants Entry to First Wave of Asylum-Seeking Migrants in 'Historic Moment'
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration granted 25 asylum-seeking
migrants entry into the United States with assistance from rights groups and attorneys who saw
it as a historic moment in ending Trump-era restrictions.
"The first 25 people in MPP via Tijuana have crossed to the United States. This is a historic
moment, after over two years of pain, frustration, cruelty, and trauma inflicted upon asylum
seekers and refugees," immigrant rights group ImmDef said in a statement on Friday.
The 25 migrants have been released to hotels in San Diego in coordination with local health
officials.
The Jewish Family Service of San Diego praised the Biden administration for starting the
process to undo the Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP) program that left asylum-seeking
migrants stranded in Mexico while they await hearings for their asylum claims over the last two
years.
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The Jewish Family Service of San Diego in partnership with the San Diego Rapid Response
Network is providing migrants with shelter, free legal services, financial and travel assistance,
and case management.
The United States will continue to processing several dozens of migrants per day out of
thousands affected by the Remain in Mexico policy but after several weeks it will ramp up to 300
per day.
There are currently about 26,000 migrants with active MRP cases who are eligible to be
processed in the United States.
Two other ports of entry in Texas will begin processing in the coming days due to logistical and
operational factors. Processing in Brownsville, Texas will begin on Monday and El Paso on
February 26, the spokesperson said.
President Joe Biden has eased restrictive Trump-era immigration policies and has already
directed his advisers to review current US immigration policies. However, his White House has
discouraged migrants from coming to the US-Mexico border, warning them that many will be
turned away because no proper system is in place yet to process their asylum claims.
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Pfizer to Roll Out 10Mln COVID Vaccines Weekly as Biden Assures Shots for All By July
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla said the company expects to
double its rollout of coronavirus vaccines to 10 million a week over the next two weeks as US
President Joe Biden pledged enough supply of doses to immunize all Americans by July.
"In [the] next couple weeks, supply will increase from 5 million to 10 million doses per week,"
Bourla told a briefing at drug maker’s plant in Kalamazoo, Michigan, which Biden toured on
Friday.
Biden, addressing media and other visitors to the plant, said his administration was on track with
its goal to vaccinate 100 million Americans in its first 100 days, and also distribute 600 million
doses by July 29.
"The United States will have enough vaccine for public by end of July," Biden said.
Earlier on Friday, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director Rochelle
Walensky said the United States has vaccinated 41 million Americans since December 14, and
save for a few who experienced some common after-effects, there had been no reason for
concern.
White House coronavirus response adviser Andy Slavitt said the United States was
experiencing a backlog in the delivery of 6 million coronavirus vaccines due to bad weather this
week.
"The 6 million doses represent about three days of delayed shipping. But 1.4 million doses are
already in transit. We anticipate all the backlogged doses will be delivered next week, with most
being delivered within the next several days. V\fe will be able to catch up," Slavitt added.
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US, Canada, Mexico Extend Non-Essential Travel Restrictions Through March 21 - DHS
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States, Mexico and Canada extended
nonessential travel restrictions through March 21 to contain the pandemic, the US Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) said in a statement.
"To protect our citizens and prevent the further spread of COVID-19, the United States, Canada,
and Mexico are extending the restrictions on non-essential travel at our land borders through
March 21," DHS said on Friday.
The agency said it is working to ensure essential trade and travel remain open.
Prior to the announcement, the restrictions at US land border crossings with Canada and
Mexico were set to expire on February 21.
All non-essential travel between the United States and Canada has been halted since last
March.
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Nearly 15Mln Texans Affected by Water System Disruptions Due to Weather - State Regulator
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - Nearly 15 million residents of Texas are currently
facing water system disruptions caused by the severe winter weather that swept through the
state this week, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality spokesperson Tiffany Young told
Sputnik.
"As of 4:00 pm, more than 1,300 public water systems have reported disruptions in service due
to the weather, affecting more than 14.9 million people, many of them leading to Boil Water
Notices," Young said.
Young added that 159 out of the 254 Texas counties have been affected with water system
disruptions, impacting service for about half the population of Texas.
As of Friday afternoon, more than 138,800 homes in Texas have no power due to the inclement
weather. Earlier this week, the winter storm left more than 4 million homes without power due to
disruptions to natural gas and coal generators and nuclear power plants.
On Wednesday, Texas Governor Greg Abbott issued an order banning the state from exporting
natural gas to other states until February 21 in order to conserve supplies for Texas power
generators.
President Joe Biden told reporters on Friday he is planning to visit Texas as soon as next week
to oversee recovery efforts from the severe winter storm that left millions without power this
week.
Nearly 254,000 homes throughout Mississippi, Oregon, Louisiana, and Kentucky have also
experienced power outages due to the storm.
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NBC News reported that at least 47 people have died in 10 states, a majority of them in Texas,
because of the winter storm.
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US to Respond to SolarWinds Cyberattack within Weeks - National Security Advisor
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is weeks away from taking the first
steps in response to the SolarWinds hacking attack that has usually been attributed to Russia,
US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan told CNN.
"We are in the process now of working through, with the intelligence community and [President
Joe Biden's] national security team, a series of steps to respond to SolarWinds, including steps
that will hold who we believe is responsible for this and accountable, and you will be hearing
about this in short order," Sullivan said on Friday.
"We're not talking about months from now, but weeks from now, that the United States will be
prepared to take the first steps in response to SolarWinds,” he added.
US officials say that Russian hackers are likely behind the massive cyberattack that targeted
numerous US federal government entities and companies. Intruders reportedly used corrupted
SolarWinds software to install malicious programs.
Russia has denied the allegations and said they are groundless.
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Nearly 15Mln Texans Affected by Water System Disruptions Amid Snow Storm - State
Regulator
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - Nearly 15 million residents of Texas are currently
facing water system disruptions caused by the severe winter weather that swept through the
state this week, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality spokesperson Tiffany Young told
Sputnik.
"As of 4:00 pm, more than 1,300 public water systems have reported disruptions in service due
to the weather, affecting more than 14.9 million people, many of them leading to Boil Water
Notices," Young said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Pentagon Chief Commits to Build Capacity of Ukraine Forces - Statement
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WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin in a telephone
call with his Ukrainian counterpart pledged to build the capacity of Ukraine's forces, Pentagon
spokesperson John Kirby said.
"Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III spoke by phone today with Ukrainian Minister of
Defence Andrii Taran to strengthen the strategic partnership between the United States and
Ukraine... He reaffirmed US commitment to building the capacity of Ukraine’s forces," Kirby said
in a press release on Friday.
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US Will Not Ease Sanctions on Iran Ahead of P5+1 Talks - White House
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States has no plans to ease sanctions
imposed on Iran ahead of the anticipated talks on reinstating the nuclear agreement, White
House spokeswoman Jen Psaki told reporters.
“We don't anticipate taking additional steps, as in snapback - snapping back of sanctions in
advance of that. This is about having a conversation about the path forward,” Psaki said during
a press briefing on Friday.
On Thursday, the United States accepted an invitation from the European Union to attend a
meeting of the P5+1 group - consisting of China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the
United States plus Germany - with Iran to discuss a diplomatic way forward on Iran's nuclear
program.
US President Joe Biden has repeatedly vowed the United States would resume obligations
under the nuclear agreement, abandoned by his predecessor Donald Trump, once Iran returns
into compliance.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Russia, China Need to ‘Really Step Up' Efforts to Lower Emissions - Kerry
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - Russia, China, India and other big emitting countries
should accelerate their efforts in lowering air pollution, US Special Presidential Envoy for
Climate John Kerry said during the virtual 2021 Global Engagement Summit.
"China, which is the largest emitter in the world, needs to be part of the 2020-2030 effort," Kerry
said on Friday. "India needs to be part of it, Russia needs to be part of it and all the big emitting
countries in the world need to really step up and begin the lower dose emissions."
Kerry urged countries to ramp up their efforts to use renewable energy sources as well as take
other steps in support of efforts not to pollute the environment.
"All nations must raise ambitions together, or we will all fail together," he said.
Kerry noted that the world should cut global emissions in half by 2030.
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Earlier on Friday, the United States officially rejoined the Paris Climate Agreement, 107 days
after the administration of former US President Donald Trump withdrew the country from the
accord.
The Paris Agreement, signed by more than 190 nations in December 2015 and effective since
November 2016, has set the objective to keep the rise in global temperature to less than 2
degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels and reach the
net-zero-emission target by 2050.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Decides to 'De-Link' Pause in Aid to Ethiopia From GERD Dam Dispute - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States’ temporary pause on providing aid to
Ethiopia is no longer linked to that country’s dispute with Egypt and Sudan over the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), US Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said in
a press briefing.
"The United States has decided to de-link its temporary pause on certain assistance to Ethiopia
from the United States policy on the GERD," Price told reporters on Friday.
Price said humanitarian assistance to the East African nation remains exempt from the aid cuts,
adding that the State Department had notified the Ethiopian government about the decision.
The US government is meanwhile in the process of assessing the role it can play in facilitating a
solution to the dispute among the three countries, Price said.
The resumption of the approximately $272 million aid package will be decided "based on a
number of factors," Price added.
Earlier in February, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken expressed grave concern to Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed regarding the humanitarian crisis in the country’s northern Tigray
region.
Tigray has been affected by an armed conflict and a subsequent humanitarian crisis since early
November, when the Ethiopian government initiated a military campaign against the Tigray
People's Liberation Front. The United Nations said potential war crimes have since been
committed in Tigray and called for an investigation.
In early September, the Trump administration moved to suspend some $130 million in aid to
Ethiopia, citing lack of progress in Addis Ababa's talks with Egypt and Sudan over the dam
project.
Since 2011, the Ethiopian government has pushed ahead with the construction of the GERD set to become Africa's largest hydroelectric power plant. The project is opposed by Egypt and
Sudan due to concerns that the dam will affect their water security.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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US to Take on Fight Against Cancer After Defeating Coronavirus Pandemic - Biden
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden promised the government will
take a concerted effort to eradicate cancer once the coronavirus pandemic is defeated.
"I want you to know that once we beat COVID we are going to do everything we can to end
cancer as we know it," Biden said in public remarks during a tour of a Pfizer vaccines
manufacturing facility in Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Biden, who lost his eldest son Beau cancer, vowed to bring together the country’s top scientists
for "a DARPA-like advanced research effort on cancer.
DARPA, the Pentagon's Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, is responsible for
developing breakthrough technologies for military use.
Biden said that he believes the United States will be approaching normalcy by the end of this
year. "But I can't make that commitment to you," he added.
The US president reiterated his administration aims to supply 600 million doses of a coronavirus
vaccine by the end of July, enough for every American, but it may take more time to administer
each shot.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Grand Jury Indicts 9 Oath Keepers for Alleged Role in Storming Capitol - US Justice Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The US government has indicted six more members of
the organization Oath Keepers in addition to three others, charging them with obstructing the
US Congress' process to certify the results of the 2020 presidential election, the Department of
Justice said in a press release.
"This week, six additional individuals associated with an organization known as the Oath
Keepers ...were arrested and charged in federal court in the District of Columbia for conspiring
to obstruct the United States Congress's certification of the result of the 2020 US presidential
election," the release said on Friday.
Graydon Young, 54 was arrested on Monday in Tampa, Florida; Kelly Meggs, 52 and Connie
Meggs, 59 were arrested on Wednesday in Ocala, Florida; Laura Steele, 52 was arrested on
Wednesday in Greensboro, North Carolina; and Sandra Ruth Parker, 62, and Bennie Alvin
Parker, 70 from Murrow, Ohio, were arrested on Thursday, the release said.
The Justice Department said three other individuals, Thomas Caldwell, Donovan Crowl and
Jessica Watkins have already been indicted.
The indictment alleges that Kelly and Connie Meggs, Young, Steele and Sandra Parker donned
paramilitary gear and joined with Watkins and Crowl in a military-style "stack" formation that
marched up the center steps on the east side of the US Capitol, breached the door at the top
and then stormed the building on January 6, the release said.
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US Concerned Over China's Recently Enacted Coast Guard Law - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned over China's recently
enacted coast guard law, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Friday.
"The United States joins the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, Japan, and other countries in
expressing concern with China's recently enacted coast guard law, which may escalate ongoing
territorial and maritime disputes," Price said.
Price said they are specifically concerned about language in the law that ties potential use of
force, including armed force, to the enforcement of China's claims in territorial and maritime
disputes in the East and South China Seas.
The law permits China's coast guard to destroy other countries' structures and to use force
when defending the country's maritime claims in disputed areas, which could be used to
intimidate neighboring states, Price said.
The United States is urging China to act with restraint in the exercise of its authorities, Price
added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik)
US RE-JOINS PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT
* The United States on Friday officially returned to the Paris Climate Agreement, just 107 days
after leaving the accord, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Thursday.
* Russia welcomes the return of the United States to the Paris Climate Agreement, the Russian
Foreign Ministry told Sputnik.
MUNICH SECURITY CONFERENCE
* US President Joe Biden in his first major address to an international audience on Friday
reaffirmed the United States’ commitment to Article 5 of the NATO Charter that mandates a
collective response to an attack on any member of the alliance.
* Biden urged the United States’ allies to prepare for a long-term strategic competition with
China.
* Biden said that Russia seeks to undermine Transatlantic unity and pointed out that defending
Ukraine’s sovereignty remains a vital concern for the United States.
* NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg called on the alliance to update its strategic
concept, last set in 2010, in order to allow the military bloc's member states to strengthen
cooperation.
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* German Chancellor Angela Merkel declared the need to develop a common Transatlantic
agenda for Europe and the United States with regard to Russia and China.
US-RUSSIA RELATIONS
* Russia is awaiting a response from the United States to adopting a joint statement on the
inadmissibility of nuclear war, Russian Ambassador in \Afeshington Anatoly Antonov said during
the online conference at the Council on Foreign Relations on Friday.
* Russia’s proposals to the United States on jointly fighting the coronavirus, terrorism and
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction remain on the negotiating table, Antonov said.
* Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov welcomed the NASA Perseverance rover landing on Mars,
expressing the belief that such achievements were province of all mankind.
* Peskov welcomed the United States’ decision to rescind the previous Trump administration’s
move to re-impose United Nations sanctions on Iran, adding that the sanctions pressure
hindered implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
PUTIN-LUKASHENKO MEETING
* The upcoming meeting of Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Belarusian counterpart
Alexander Lukashenko will be held in the Russian resort city of Sochi, the Kremlin said on
Friday.
* Lukashenko plans to discuss with Putin the joint reaction of the two countries to emerging
security threats during their meeting in Sochi on Monday, the Belarusian leader’s press office
said.
UKRAINE SANCTIONS
* The National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine (NSDC) has decided to impose
sanctions against 19 legal entities, as well as eight persons, including the leader of the
Opposition Platform - For Life party Viktor Medvedchuk and his wife, NSDC Secretary Oleksiy
Danilov said on Friday.
* The NSDC decided to impose sanctions against 19 legal entities and 8 individuals, including
the owners of aircraft on which flights to Russia were carried out, the office of Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said.
* Ukrainian party Opposition Platform - For Life called the decision of the NSDC of Ukraine on
sanctions against its members Viktor Medvedchuk, Taras Kozak and their families a
pre-planned act of political repression and promised to do everything to impeach President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Saddened by Reported Death of Protester Shot in Myanmar - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is saddened by media reports that a
protester shot by Myanmar security forces has died, State Department spokesperson Ned Price
said on Friday.
"We are saddened to see media reports that a protester shot by police in Naypyitaw on
February 9 has died, marking the first reported death as a result of security forces’ response to
the protests," Price said during a conference call. "We condemn any violence against the people
of Burma [Myanmar] and reiterate our calls on the Burmese military to refrain from violence
against peaceful protesters."
Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing, 20, died Friday morning after being on life support since February
9, when she was shot in the head by police at a protest in the capital.
Price praised the United Kingdom and Canada for imposing sanctions on Myanmar military
leaders responsible for the coup.
The military launched a coup on February 1 after accusing the ruling National League for
Democracy of voter fraud at the elections in November. Thousands of people have been rallying
against the takeover, in defiance of a ban on protests.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Not Issuing Any Invitations for Russia to Join G7 - White House
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is not issuing invitations for
Russia to join the G7, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday.
"I don’t think we are making new invitations to Russia, or reiterating new invitations to Russia,"
Psaki told reporters when asked about the Trump administration's invitation for Russia to join
the G7.
Psaki added that any invitation would have to be done in partnership with the G7 partners.
In August 2020, then-President Donald Trump said he would consider inviting Russian
President Vladimir Putin to the G7 meeting. The United States was scheduled to host the G7
meeting last year, but the gathering was postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Not Issuing Any Invitations for Russia to Join G7 - White House
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is not issuing invitations for
Russia to join the G7, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday.
"I don’t think we are making new invitations to Russia, or reiterating new invitations to Russia,"
Psaki told reporters when asked about the Trump administration's invitation for Russia to join
the G7.
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US Concerned Over China's Recently Enacted Coast Guard Law - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned over China's recently
enacted coast guard law, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Friday.
"The United States joins the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, Japan, and other countries in
expressing concern with China's recently enacted coast guard law, which may escalate ongoing
territorial and maritime disputes," Price said.
Price said they are specifically concerned about language in the law that ties potential use of
force, including armed force, to the enforcement of China's claims in territorial and maritime
disputes in the East and South China Seas.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Will Continue to Dissuade Countries From Providing Arms to Iran - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States will continue to discourage countries
from providing arms to Iran, US Department of State spokesperson said in a press briefing on
Friday.
"Regardless of the UN's Iran sanctions architecture, we will continue to use our authorities to
dissuade countries from providing arms to Iran," Price said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Saddened by Reported Death of Protester Shot in Myanmar - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is saddened by media reports that a
protester shot by Myanmar security forces has died, State Department spokesperson Ned Price
said on Friday.
"We are saddened to see media reports that a protester shot by police in Naypyitaw on
February 9 has died, marking the first reported death as a result of security forces' response to
the protests," Price said during a conference call. "We condemn any violence against the people
of Burma [Myanmar] and reiterate our calls on the Burmese military to refrain from violence
against peaceful protesters."
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Ontario Extends Stay-at-Home Orders for Parts of Toronto Region Until March 8 - Statement
TORONTO, February 19 (Sputnik) - The Canadian province of Ontario is extending the existing
COVID-19-induced stay-at-home order for the city of Toronto, a neighboring region and remote
northern region until March 8, the provincial government said on Friday.
"in the Toronto and Peel Public Health Regions, and the North Bay-Parry Sound District, the
shutdown measures and the Stay-at-Home order will continue to apply until at least Monday,
March 8, 2021, based on key public health indicators and following consultation with the local
medical officers of health," Ontario’s government said in a statement.
The current order, which was originally enacted in December, will expire for most of the province
on February 22, the statement said. Three regions ~ Hastings Prince Edward, Kingston,
Frontenac and Lennox and Addington as well as Refrew County - had their orders expire on
February 10.
The decision was met with scathing disapproval by Canada’s independent business advocacy.
“With today’s announcement of extended lockdowns for Toronto, Peel and North Bay until at
least March 8, the Ontario government has once again chosen to use small business as cannon
fodder, renewing its reputation as the least small business-friendly government in the country
during the pandemic,” Dan Kelly, President and CEO of the Canadian Federation of
Independent Businesses (CFIB), said in a statement.
Kelly added that as of March, small businesses will have gone four months without the ability to
serve customers in-store despite few restrictions for big box stores, including Walmart and
Costco.
CFIB’s chief executive called on the provincial government to immediately reverse course and
allow small business in Canada’s largest metropolitan area and North Bay to reopen.
Persistent lockdown orders in Canada in combination with an underwhelming federal vaccine
rollout have forced hundreds of businesses to reopen in defiance of the restrictive measures in
place. Last Thursday, despite facing steep fines of up to $79,000, more than 500 small business
owners, in at least eight out of ten Canadian provinces, reopened in defiance of strict lockdown
measures in place across much of the country.
Canadian business owners, some of whom participated in the protest, told Sputnik that the
pandemic is crushing small businesses, while governments rollout confusing new guidelines
and relief programs that are insufficient.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Perseverance Rover 'Doing Great' on Surface of Mars After Landing - NASA Engineer
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WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The Perseverance Rover is "doing great" and
successfully transmitting data back to Earth after a soft landing on the surface of Mars, National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) engineers told a press conference at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena, California on Friday.
"The Rover is doing great on the surface of Mars and continues to be highly functional and
awesome and I'm exhilarated," mission operations system manager Pauline Hwang said.
"Power system is nominal. Yesterday we had three highly successful ULF relay passes. We got
more Rover engineering data and imagery. We processed more camera images."
The Rover has already transmitted its first photographs to Earth, exciting scientists with its view
of rocks that appear to have large numbers of small holes caused by sedimentary or volcanic
processes, Hwang said. But it would be at least 60 "solar" or Martian days which are slightly
longer than Earth ones before its helicopter Ingenuity would fly, she said.
"Once we get into surface flight software, we will get into the next upgrades. [The] earliest we
can do helicopter flights may be till Sol 60 (60 Martian days) if we’re super fast. There is still
work to go to find a 'helicopter pad,' a good site for the helicopter to fly from," she said.
On Saturday, NASA engineers will check out more of the Rover's instruments and raise its
communications mast, Hwang said. A primary objective for the mission is to search for signs of
ancient microbial life. The Rover will also study Mars' geology and past climate and be the first
mission to collect and cache the planet's rocks, NASA said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Pentagon Chief Vows Consultations With Allies on Afghan Mission Future
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States will decide on the future of its
mission in Afghanistan in consultations with allies and the country's government without any
surprises, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin told reporters on Friday.
The Joe Biden administration has put on hold former President Donald Trump’s plans for a
speedy withdrawal from the country and commissioned what Austin described as "a rigorous
interagency review of the situation including all relevant options with full consideration of the
consequences of any potential cause of action.”
"As we move forward in our review we will consult with our NATO allies, our Resolute Support
partners and of course the government of Afghanistan. And there will be no surprises. We will
consult each other and consult together and decide together and act together,” he said. “We are
mindful of the looming deadlines, but we want to do it methodically and deliberately. And I
certainly won’t get ahead of any decisions, nor will I preview the advice that I plan to give to the
President."
In the meantime, the US military, now estimated at some 2,500 soldiers after several significant
drawdowns over the last year, continue current missions.
"And of course commanders have the right and the responsibility to defend themselves and their
Afghan partners against attacks,” the Pentagon chief said.
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He decried a too high level of violence in Afghanistan and an insufficient progress at the
Afghan-led negotiations.
“I urge all parties to choose the path towards peace. And violence must decrease now," Austin
said.
Earlier this week, he attended the NATO ministerial and vowed not to undertake “a hasty or
disorderly withdrawal from Afghanistan that puts their forces or the alliance’s reputation at risk.”
A year ago, the previous administration reached an agreement with the Taliban opposition
movement which kickstarted intra-Afghan peace negotiations and a gradual pullout of US
troops. The arrangements are now under review as much of the Trump-era foreign and security
policy legacy.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Canadian Airline Industry Suffered Near 80% Revenue Decline in Q3 - Statistics Agency
TORONTO, February 19 (Sputnik) - Canada’s airline industry saw a near-80-percent revenue
decline in the third quarter of 2020 compared to the same period last year, the state statistics
agency said on Friday.
"Operating revenue for the 26 largest Canadian air carriers totalled $1.6 billion [$1.27 billion
[USD] in the third quarter, down 79.9% from the third quarter of 2019," Statistics Canada said in
a report.
As a result of the third consecutive year-over-year quarterly revenue decline, Canada’s air
carriers reported a collective $642.71 net loss in the third quarter - half of the $1.27 billion loss
incurred in the second quarter - the agency said.
The agency added that 26 surveyed Canadian airlines carried 3.6 million passengers in the first
quarter, an 85.8% drop off compared to last year.
The report highlights the ongoing challenge the global pandemic presents to the airline industry.
The Canadian government has mused about a possible boost for the laboring industry since the
onset of the pandemic last spring but no concrete announcements have been made.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Canada Contributes $60Mln in $4Bln G7 Spending Spree to Boost ACT Accelerator Statement
TORONTO, February 19 (Sputnik) - Canada contributed $60 million as part of $4-billion G7
commitment to boost the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator (ACT-A) program and its
COVAXfacility, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s office said on Friday.
"Today, Canada will provide an additional $75 million to top-up our support to the Access to
COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator that develops and provides tests, treatments, and vaccines
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around the world - because to defeat the virus at home, we have to defeat it everywhere," the
Prime Minister’s Office said in a statement at the conclusion of the G7 leaders meeting.
The additional funding brings Canada’s contribution to the international effort to $744.85 million.
Canada’s Prime Minister and his government have also been on the receiving end of domestic
and international condemnation for tapping into the COVAX facility, an international vaccine
distribution initiative intended to ensure equitable distribution of vaccines to developing nations.
During a press briefing on Friday, Trudeau again defended the decision, saying that as
contributor to the initiative, Canada is entitled to access to the available doses and availability
through COVAX and that use of the facility was always part of the country’s vaccine
procurement strategy.
Friday’s virtual closed-door meeting was the first gathering of G7 leaders since April 2020
ahead of the group's in person summit scheduled for Cornwall, England, in June.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US Storms Delay Shipping of 6Mln COVID Vaccine Doses - White House
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is experiencing a backlog of six
million COVID-19 vaccines after severe storms delayed delivery, although nearly a quarter of
those doses should reach their destination by next week, White House coronavirus response
adviser Andy Slavitt said on Friday.
"The six million doses represent about three days of delayed shipping," Slavitt told a media
briefing. "But 1.4 million doses are already in transit. We anticipate all the backlogged doses will
be delivered next week, with most being delivered within the next several days. We will be able
to catch up."
After an unseasonably warm start to the 2020/21 winter, a hail of snow storms have descended
upon the central and eastern United States in recent weeks, affecting power, heat and water
supplies, as well as travel and other logistics.
Earlier this week, some four million homes in Texas were without electricity, and production of
oil and gas at key basins in the state, known as the energy capital of the world, was halted.
Road closures also held up travel and deliveries in various other states.
Slavitt said 2,000 vaccine sites, located in sites with power outages, could not receive doses
this week. Officials were also reluctant to ship to those locations until their power problems were
resolved, for fear that further delays in transit and complications on arrival could cause the
doses to expire.
Rochelle Walensky, a director at the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), told
the media briefing that the United States has vaccinated 41 million Americans since December
14, and save for a few people who experienced common after-effects, there has been no
reason for concern.
"I want to emphasize that we implemented the most comprehensive vaccine safety monitoring
system program in our history and the data released from the CDC today are reflective of this
effort," she added.
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Since the global outbreak of COVID-19 last year, the United States has been the country worst
hit by the virus, with nearly 28 million infections and almost 500,000 deaths from those. Yet,
latest CDC statistics show a steady recovery. According to the agency, the seven-day average
for new cases has declined by 69 percent from a January 11 peak.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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UN Chief Gravely Concerned' by Violence in Mogadishu, Calls For Restraint - Spokesman
UNITED NATIONS, February 19 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres expressed
a grave concern over the recent violence during protests in Mogadishu, Somalia, and urged all
parties to show restraint, United Nation spokesman Farhan Haq said in a statement on Friday.
"The Secretary-General is gravely concerned by the outbreak of violence in Mogadishu and
calls on all parties to exercise restraint and calm," Haq said.
The UN chief also called on the Somalian federal government and the federal states' leaders to
finalize an agreement on national elections.
Earlier on Friday, clashes between Somalia’s opposition and government forces were reported
at Daljirka Dahson Square in the capital Mogadishu. Former President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud accused the government of attacking a hotel where he and his predecessor, Sharif
Sheikh Ahmed, were staying.
Somali security forces also opened fire to disperse the opposition's demonstration led by former
Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire and the leader of the Wadajir party, Abdirahman Abdishakur.
The situation in Somalia has escalated after the country passed an agreed-upon election
deadline, February 8. On Thursday, the Somalian government banned public gatherings, citing
a spike in coronavirus cases.
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Biden Reaffirms US Commitment to NATO’s Collective Defense Clause
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden in his first major address to an
international audience on Friday reaffirmed America’s commitment to Article 5 of the NATO
charter that mandates a collective response to an attack on any member of the alliance.
"The United States is fully committed to our NATO alliance... We will keep faith in Article 5. It’s a
guarantee - an attack on one is an attack on all. That is our unshakable vow," Biden said in his
speech at the Munich Security Conference.
He hailed the transatlantic alliance as "the strong foundation, on which our collective security
and our shared prosperity is built."
"I speak today as President of the United States and the very start of my administration and I
am sending a clear message to the world, America is back, the transatlantic alliance is back,’"
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Biden said. "The partnership between Europe and the United States, in my view and must
remain, the cornerstone of all we hope to accomplish in the 21st century, just as we did in the
20th century."
He also promised to reengage with the European Union and all individual members.
"Let me erase any lingering doubt the United States will work closely with our European Union
partners and the capitals across the continent - from Rome to Riga to meet the range of shared
challenges we face," Biden said.
He promised continued US support for advancing a goal of "a Europe whole and free and at
peace."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Russia Proposals to US on Fighting COVID-19, Terrorism Remain on Negotiating Table - Envoy
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - Russia’s proposals to the United States on jointly
fighting the coronavirus, terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction remain on
the negotiating table, Russian Ambassador in Washington Anatoly Antonov said during an
online conference at the Council on Foreign Relations on Friday.
"Our proposals are still on the negotiating table," Antonov said. "We are confident that their
implementation will help to rebuild the mutual trust and improve the state of Russian-American
relations."
Antonov emphasized that joint efforts to better address the aforementioned issues are in the
interests of both countries.
Russia has sent a number of proposals to the United States to cooperate in those areas,
including collaboration to ensure cyber security, modernization of agreements on the prevention
of incidents at sea and in the airspace, Antonov noted.
"We will be raising all these issues at the White House and the State Department upon the
appointment of officials responsible for Russian affairs," Antonov said, adding that Russia
considers the restoration of a full-fledged communication between the two countries as a
primary practical task.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UPDATE - Biden Warns Against Returning to Cold War
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden warned in his first major
address to an international audience on Friday against returning to a Cold War-style global
confrontation despite competition with China and challenges from Russia.
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"We cannot and must not return to the reflective opposition and rigid blocks of the Cold War.
Competition must not lock out cooperation on issues that affect us all," Biden said in his speech
at the Munich Security Conference.
He singled out the COVID-19 pandemic as an example of an issue that requires global
cooperation.
"Challenges with Russia may be different from the ones with China but they are just as real. It's
not about pitting East against West. It is not about we want a conflict. We want a future [where]
all nations are able to freely determine their own path without a threat of violence and coercion,"
Biden said.
In his speech the President accused Russia of working to undermine the European unity and
transatlantic solidarity, as well as to discredit democratic systems of governance. Biden also
urged American allies to prepare for a long-term strategic competition with China and warned
that it will be "stiff."
US tensions with China and Russia hit low points under the Trump administration but could get
even worse. On Thursday, US Senator Tom Cotton called for decoupling from China’s economy
to win the "new Cold War." Meanwhile, the Biden administration has repeatedly accused Russia
of hacking and election meddling, allegations Russian officials have repeatedly denied.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Urges US Allies to Prepare for Stiff Strategic Competition with China
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden in his first major address to a
foreign audience on Friday urged American allies to prepare for a stiff long-term strategic
competition with China.
"We must prepare together for a long-term strategic competition with China... How the United
States, Europe and Asia work together to secure the peace and defend our shared values and
advance our prosperity across the Pacific will be among the most consequential efforts we
undertake," Biden said in his speech at the Munich Security Conference. "Competition with
China is going to be stiff."
Biden said he expects and welcomes such competition because of the efforts it took to construct
the international system.
"I believe in the global system Europe and the United States together with our allies in the
Indo-Pacific worked so hard to build over the last 70 years," he said.
Biden said the US together with its allies have to push back against the Chinese government’s
economic abuses and cohesion to undercut the foundations of the international economic
system.
"Everyone must play by the same rules," he said. "US and European companies are required to
publicly disclose corporate governance structures and abide by rules to deter corruption and
monopolistic practices. Chinese companies should be held at the same standard."
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Biden specifically called for shaping global norms of behavior in cyberspace, rules to advance
artificial intelligence and biotechnology so that they are used "to lift people up, not used to pin
them down."
Although US-Chinese relations fell to new lows under the Trump administration, Biden has
vowed to be even tougher on Beijing than his predecessor. Biden in a tense call with his
Chinese counterpart last week warned Beijing that the US was concerned with its activities in
the Indo-Pacific, human rights abuses, and unfair trade practices. Chinese officials have
repeatedly denied all of these allegations.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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UN Rights Office Concerned by Fate of Civilians in Yemen’s Marib, Urges Ceasefire
UNITED NATIONS, February 19 (Sputnik) - The Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights expressed concern about the plight of civilians the Marib governorate in Yemen
amid the Houthi rebels’ advance there and urged all parties to cease the hostilities,
spokesperson Liz Throssell said in a statement on Friday.
“We are increasingly concerned for the fate of civilians in Marib governorate in northern Yemen,
including at least 800,000 internally displaced people, amid an escalation in hostilities as Houthi
forces,” Throssell said. "We also call on all parties to the conflict to agree to a ceasefire and
return to the negotiating table.”
Throssell said that with the fighting escalating, several thousand internally displaced people
were forced to flee from the mountain district of Sirwah towards Marib City. She explained that if
frontlines continue to move towards the city, hundreds of thousands of civilians might be left
with no choice but to leave the area.
"Given the potentially disastrous humanitarian consequences, we call on all parties to the
conflict to de-escalate the situation,” Throssel said.
She also stated that the UN human rights office is currently verifying information about recent
civilians casualties in Marib and urged the parties to the conflict to protect civilians.
Earlier, dozens of people were killed and injured as a result of an offensive launched by the
Hotuhi movement against positions of the internationally-recognized government's troops in
Marib.
Yemen has been engulfed in an armed conflict between the government forces led by President
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi and the Houthi rebels since 2014. A coalition of mostly Arab states
led by Saudi Arabia launched a military operation to support the Hadi-led government in 2015.
The Houthis continue to maintain control over a vast part of the country's north, including the
capital of Sanaa.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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Biden Planning Visit to Texas to Oversee Recovery Efforts From Winter Storm
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden told reporters on Friday he is
planning to visit Texas as soon as next week to oversee recovery efforts from the severe winter
storm that left millions without power this week.
"I plan on going," Biden said as quoted in a White House press pool report.
Biden said he spoke with Texas Governor Greg Abbott on Thursday night about federal
assistance and will sign a major disaster declaration for the state as soon as Friday afternoon,
the report said.
Freezing temperatures left up to 4 million homes in Texas without power this week and sparked
a water crisis. As of Friday morning, about 180,000 customers were still without power,
according to online tracker poweroutage.us. The governor ordered natural gas producers to not
ship product out of state until February 21 due to the severe winter weather.
On Thursday, media reported that almost seven million Texas residents are suffering from
issues with water systems amid the anomalously cold weather.
Cold weather also battered other states in the south and the heartland this week, leaving nearly
50 people dead overall. It also hit the state of Oregon in the northwest, where about 200,000
people lost power in the Portland area.
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Biden Says US Will Work With Europe, Partners to Address Iran's Activities in Middle East
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Friday that the United
States will closely cooperate with its European and other allies in addressing Iran's activities
across the Middle East.
"We must also address Iran's destabilizing activities across the Middle East. We’re going to
work in close cooperation with our European and other partners as we proceed," Biden told the
Munich Security Conference.
On Thursday, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said the United States would
accept an invitation to attend a meeting with the other UN Security Council's permanent
members - Russia, France, the United Kingdom, China - plus Germany, the so-called P5+1
group, as well as Iran to discuss Tehran's nuclear program.
In 2015, Iran signed a nuclear agreement, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action with the P5+1 countries and the European Union. The agreement required Iran to scale
back its nuclear program and downgrade its uranium reserves in exchange for sanctions relief,
including lifting the arms embargo for five years after the agreement’s adoption. The Trump
administration exited the accord in 2018 and reinstated sanctions against the Islamic Republic.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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Russia Awaits US Response on Adopting Statement on Inadmissibility of Nuclear War - Envoy
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - Russia is awaiting a response from the United States to
adopting a joint statement on the inadmissibility of nuclear war, Russian Ambassador in
Washington Anatoly Antonov said at the online conference at the Council on Foreign Relations
on Friday.
"We... expect that Washington will respond to the initiative of adopting a joint statement at the
highest level on the inadmissibility of a nuclear war (relevant Russian draft was handed over to
the US side on October 22, 2018)," Antonov said. "In our view, it would be reasonable to also
include into this document not only the idea of the inadmissibility of a nuclear war as such but of
any armed conflict between nuclear powers."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Reaffirms US Commitment to NATO’s Collective Defense Clause
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden in his first major address to an
international audience on Friday reaffirmed America’s commitment to Article 5 of the NATO
charter that provides for a collective response to an attack on any member of the alliance.
"The United States is fully committed to our NATO alliance... We will keep faith in Article 5. It's a
guarantee - an attack on one is an attack on all. That is our unshakable vow," Biden said in his
speech at the Munich Security Conference.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Biden Says Addressing Russian Cyberthreats ‘Critical’ for West’s Collective Security
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden in his first major address to an
international audience on Friday said that countering cyberthreats posed by Russia is critical for
the collective security of the West.
“Addressing... Russian recklessness and hacking into computer networks in the United States
and across Europe and the world has become critical to protect our collective security,” Biden
said in his speech at the Munich Security Conference.
US officials suspect Russian hackers of carrying out arguably the largest cyberattack in history
that targeted last year numerous American agencies and private institutions. Russia has denied
the allegations saying they are groundless.
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Biden Warns Against Returning to Cold War
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden warned in his first major
address to an international audience on Friday against returning to a Cold War-style global
confrontation despite competition with China and challenges from Russia.
"We cannot and must not return to the reflective opposition and rigid blocks of the Cold War.
Competition must not lock out cooperation on issues that affect us all," Biden said in his speech
at the Munich Security Conference.
He singled out the COVID-19 pandemic as an example of an issue that requires global
cooperation.
US tensions with China and Russia hit low points under the Trump administration but could get
even worse. On Thursday, US Senator Tom Cotton called for decoupling from China's economy
to win the "new Cold War." Meanwhile, the Biden administration has repeatedly accused Russia
of hacking and election meddling, allegations Russian officials have repeatedly denied.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Says Russia Seeks to Undermine 'European Project'
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Friday that Russia
seeks to undermine Transatlantic unity and pointed out that defending Ukraine’s sovereignty
remains a vital concern for the United States.
‘‘[Russian President Vladimir] Putin seeks to weaken the European project and the NATO
alliance. He wants to undermine the transatlantic unity and our resolve because it is so much
easier for the Kremlin and bully individual states than it is to negotiate with a strong and closely
united transatlantic community,” Biden said in his address the Munich Security Conference.
"That’s why standing up for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine remains a vital
concern for Europe and the United States,’’ he added.
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NASA Confident on Hot Fire Engine Test for Artemis Rocket - Project Engineers
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WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - NASA engineers are confident of success in the next
hot firing of the Space Launch System’s four engines for the Artemis project scheduled to take
place next week, program manager John Honeycutt told a phone press conference on Friday.
"We have a very high degree of confidence getting into the test next week - in the hardware, a
really high degree of confidence," Honeycutt said. "We have completed all our data reviews.
The engine performance on the first high hot fire test was really nominal right down the line."
The hot fire test is scheduled for Thursday, February 25 at the Stennis Space Center near Bay
St. Louis, Mississippi. Engineers will power up all the core stage systems, load 700,000 gallons
of cryogenic, or super cold, propellant into the tanks and fire all four engines at the same time,
NASA said.
RS-25 rocket engine program director Jeff Zotti at Aerojet Rocketdyne agreed with Honeycutt's
assessment.
"I agree we are very confident with our next test. We’ve been very satisfied with how the
engines have been integrated into the vehicle. We achieved 109 percent power level [in the
previous hot fire test]. We have a nice clean shut down. Next [goal] is getting more data on
engine throttling," Zotti said.
On January 16, NASA conducted the first hot fire of the Artemis I core stage. All four RS-25
engines ignited successfully, but the test experienced an early shutdown after about 67 seconds
due to conservative test parameters, the agency said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Biden Says Transatlantic Alliance Back, US Fully Committed to NATO
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden told the Munich Security
Conference on Friday that the Transatlantic alliance among the United States and European
nations is back and Washington is fully committed to NATO.
"I’m sending a clear message to the world: America is back, the transatlantic alliance is back,
and we are not looking backward. We are looking forward together," Biden said. "The United
States is fully committed to our NATO alliance."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canada’s Top Doctor Says Stronger Restrictive Measures Needed to Combat COVID-19
Variants
TORONTO, February 19 (Sputnik) - Stronger restrictive measures are needed to control the
spread of the new, more contagious coronavirus variants, Canada’s Chief Public Health Officer
Dr. Theresa Tam said during a press briefing on Friday.
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“With highly contagious variants in our midst, the threat of uncontrolled epidemic growth is
significantly elevated, this is why measures must be stronger, stricter and sustained long
enough to suppress rapid epidemic growth of variants of concern," Tam said.
Tam called on local public health authorities to maintain or immediately implement strong new
measures, including restrictions and closures, in order to get ahead of or prevent further spread
of more contagious new variants. Canadian public health officials have identified community
spread of the UK and South African COVID-19 variants in different parts of the country.
Canada’s chief medical officer warned of a stronger resurgence of the virus if public health
measures are eased too quickly.
Tam also said that public health officials are zeroing in on the B.1.1.7 variant, which was first
identified in the United Kingdom, as the strain potentially able to displace the original as the
dominant strain in Canada.
An expert panel guiding the provincial COVID-19 response in Ontario has projected that the UK
variant, which first appeared in the province at the end of December, would “soon dominate.”
The UK variant now accounts for 7 percent of all identified positive samples in the province,
according to Tam.
UK public health officials in December announced the emergence of the new coronavirus strain
that is believed to be up to 70 percent more transmissible. The new strain was first discovered
in southeast England in September and subsequently spread rapidly throughout the United
Kingdom and continental Europe.
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UN Air Service Needs $204Mln to Continue Aid Operations in Yemen, Syria Beyond February
UNITED NATIONS, February 19 (Sputnik) - Air deliveries of life-saving assistance to some of
the most vulnerable areas around the world could be disrupted in coming months as the UN
Humanitarian Air Service faces a $204 million funding gap, the World Food Program (WFP) said
in a statement on Friday.
"The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), a critical lifeline transporting
humanitarian workers and lifesaving cargo to some of the most challenging and hard-to-reach
locations, urgently requires US$ 204 million to continue existing operations beyond February
2021," the statement said.
Potential disruptions will affect the UN’s major humanitarian operations in Yemen, Syria and
Haiti, tormented by ongoing conflict and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the statement
explained.
Moreover, in most cases, UN HAS represents the only way that aid operations can reach
vulnerable people, particularly in conflict settings with impeded surface travel, the statement
said.
"The disruption of UN HAS operations would cripple the ability of the entire humanitarian
community to reach some of the most in-need people on the planet," WFP Deputy Executive
Director Amir Abdulla said.
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The WFP-managed UN HAS currently runs 21 operations and carries up to 400,000 passengers
yearly to more than 400 of the world’s most challenging locations by using a fleet of more than
90 aircraft, according to the statement.
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Biden to Warn Democratic Progress Under Assault, Must Be Defended Worldwide - White
House
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden plans to tell the Munich
Security Conference later on Friday that democracy is under assault in many places, including
in Europe and the United States, and must be renewed and defended, the White House said.
"In too many places, including in Europe and the United States, democratic progress is under
assault... We must demonstrate that democracies can still deliver for our people. That is our
galvanizing mission," according to Biden’s remarks prepared for virtual delivery.
The White House also said Biden will urge to defend, strengthen and renew democracy by
working together to achieve this goal.
"We have to prove that our model isn’t a relic of our history. It’s the single best way to realize the
promise of our future. And if we work together with our democratic partners, with strength and
confidence, I know that we will meet every challenge and outpace every challenger," according
to Biden’s remarks.
On Friday, Biden is schedule to have his biggest engagements with foreign allies since
assuming office. Biden’s address to the Munich Security Conference will be preceded by the G7
virtual gathering that is expected to focus on joint efforts to combat the coronavirus pandemic,
climate change and economic challenges posed by China.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canada Health Agency Projects Up to 41,350 NewCOVID-19 Cases, 920 Deaths in Next 10
Days
TORONTO, February 19 (Sputnik) - Canadian health officials project up to 41,353 additional
COVID-19 cases and more than 922 coronavirus-related deaths in the next ten days, an
updated epidemiology and modeling report revealed on Friday.
The number of Canadians who have tested positive for the novel coronavirus will range
between 841,650 to 878,850, while the number of deaths is expected to fall in the 21,510 to
22,420 range by February 28, the Public Health Agency of Canada said.
Canadian health officials report a steady decline in daily new case averages, with an average of
3,000 new infections during the last seven days, down from a high of 8,500 cases on average in
mid-January.
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As of Friday, the agency has reported more than 837,500 coronavirus cases and more than
21,500 coronavirus-related fatalities.
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UN Says Encouraged by Steps to Preserve Iran Nuclear Deal After US Proposes Talks
UNITED NATIONS, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United Nations welcomes all steps to preserve
the Iran nuclear deal in light of the United States' announcement of its readiness to return to
diplomacy with Tehran and is reviewing the details of the US proposal, UN spokesman Farhan
Haq told Sputnik.
On Thursday, US Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said the United States would
accept an invitation to attend a meeting with other UN Security Council's permanent members Russia, France, the United Kingdom, China - plus Germany as well as Iran to discuss Tehran's
nuclear program.
"We are looking into the details, but for now, we can say we encourage all steps that uphold the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action and support efforts to implement it fully," Haq said when
asked about the United Nation's reaction to the US announcement.
Furthermore, US Acting Permanent Representative to the UN Richard Mills announced that
Washington withdrew ex-president Donald Trump administration's request to reimpose all UN
sanctions against Iran.
In 2015, Iran signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action with the P5+1 group and the
European Union. The agreement required Iran to scale back its nuclear program and
downgrade its uranium reserves in exchange for sanctions relief, including lifting the arms
embargo five years after the deal's adoption. The Trump administration exited the deal in 2018
and reinstated sanctions against the Islamic Republic.
In December, Iran passed a law to increase its uranium enrichment and stop UN inspections of
its nuclear sites in response to the killing of nuclear physicist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh. In early
January, Iran's atomic energy organization announced that the country had succeeded in
enriching uranium to 20 percent at the Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant.
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UN Says Encouraged by Steps to Preserve Iran Nuclear Deal After US Proposes Talks
UNITED NATIONS, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United Nations welcomes all steps to preserve
the Iran nuclear deal in light of the United States' announcement of its readiness to return to
diplomacy with Tehran and is reviewing the details of the US proposal, UN spokesman Farhan
Haq told Sputnik.
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On Thursday, US Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said the United States would
accept an invitation to attend a meeting with other UN Security Council's permanent members Russia, France, the United Kingdom, China - plus Germany as well as Iran to discuss Tehran's
nuclear program.
"We are looking into the details, but for now, we can say we encourage all steps that uphold the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action and support efforts to implement it fully," Haq said when
asked about the United Nation's reaction to the US announcement.
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US Officially Rejoins Paris Climate Agreement - Blinken
WASHINGTON, February 19 (Sputnik) - The United States on Friday officially returned to the
Paris climate agreement, just 107 days after leaving the landmark accord, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said.
"On January 20, on his first day in office, President Biden signed the instrument to bring the
United States back into the Paris Agreement. Per the terms of the Agreement, the United States
officially becomes a Party again today," Blinken said in a statement.
Former President Donald Trump formally withdrew the US from the accord on November 4,
2020, arguing that the agreement would undermine the economy, cost millions of jobs and put
the country at a disadvantage compared to other countries around the world.
Blinken said Washington plans to re-engage under the agreement “on all fronts" and pledged to
put climate change issues at the center of US foreign policy.
"Climate change and science diplomacy can never again be 'add-ons' in our foreign policy
discussions. Addressing the real threats from climate change and listening to our scientists is at
the center of our domestic and foreign policy priorities,” Blinken added.
Shortly after his inauguration on January 20, US President Joe Biden signed an executive order
to return the United States to the Paris Agreement, reversing the Trump administration’s
withdrawal from the 2015 pact.
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