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El Chapo’s Wife Arrested in Virginia on Charges of Drug Trafficking, Busting Crime Lord From
Prison
by Morgan Artvukhina
Recent investigations have revealed that the Mexican Sinaloa Cartel has begun shifting towards
trafficking in fentanyl, in response to rising demand in the US. The drug is 50-to-100 times more
potent than morphine.
Emma Coronel Aispuro, the wife of Sinaloa Cartel leader Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman, was
arrested in Virginia on Monday on drug-trafficking charges, the US Department of Justice
announced.
According to the release, the 31-year-old former-teenage model and dual US-Mexican citizen
was arrested at Dulles International Airport outside Washington, DC.
She is accused of “participating in a conspiracy” to distribute a variety of drugs in the US,
including cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin and marijuana, as well as having helped El Chapo
escape from Mexico’s Altiplano prison in 2015 and with having planned a second prison bust
after he was re-arrested in 2016, according to the complaint affidavit.
El Chapo was extradited to the US in 2017, where he was convicted on a number of criminal
charges relating to his leadership of the violent drug-running cartel, and is serving a life
sentence in a maximum security prison in Florence, Colorado.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Amazon Reportedly Offers Workers $2,000 ‘Resignation Bonuses’ as Protests Back Alabama
Union Drive
by Morgan Artvukhina
Amazon has a long history of fighting union drives among its employees, including hiring private
investigators and high-octane corporate analysts to predict where and by whom such efforts will
take root.
In its latest attempt to frustrate the potential founding of a labor union in an Alabama facility,
Amazon is reportedly offering workers huge severance checks if they’ll quit before the union
vote.
According to PavDav Report, the huge shipping company sent out emails to the 5,800 workers
at its Bessemer, Alabama facility on Saturday night offering “resignation bonuses” to workers
who quit. If a worker has worked there for two peak seasons, they would get $2,000 to walk; for
three seasons, $3,000.
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The outlet further noted that some workers are being told they might be hired back after the
union drive is over, and those workers hired to replace the ones who quit are expected to be
politically vetted and solidly anti-union.
However, Amazon’s effort could backfire, as it’s likely the bonuses will be seen as interference
in the election process, resulting in the election being thrown out if the organizers lose.
University of Wyoming Labor Law Professor Mike Duff, a former prosecutor for the National
Labor Relations Board (NLRB), told Payday Report that the NLRB “routinely finds violations for
‘conferring benefits’ to induce employees not to vote for a union during the ‘critical period’
between the time the election petition is filed and the election is held.”
The workers are voting between February 8 and March 29 on whether or not the Retail,
Wholesale & Department Store Union (RWDSU) would represent them. Joining a labor union
would give the employees new leverage to improve working conditions and pay in a company
notorious for overworking its staff.
Organizing in a Black Working-Class Town
A working-class, majority-Black town of 27,000, the factory town just outside of Birmingham is
named after Henry Bessemer, inventor of the world-changing process that made steel forging
easy and cheap enough to drive the second industrial revolution.
Bessemer was once home to a vibrant iron mining and smelting industry, and was home to a
factory for Pullman rail cars, but after those industries declined in the 1980s, the city fell into a
deep economic depression and now has a poverty rate of nearly 30%. Amazon built a huge
800,000-square-foot fulfillment center there that opened in March 2020, bringing nearly 6,000
jobs. However, under the huge pressures of the COVID-19 pandemic, the center’s workers
came together to push for what could be the first union in an Amazon facility.
Over the weekend, a massive solidarity effort was organized across the US to show support for
the union drive, with events at Amazon facilities in more than 30 states. Locally, the Southern
Workers Assembly activist network organized protests in front of grocery stores in the Whole
Foods chain, which was bought by Amazon in 2017.
Earlier this month, the RWDSU also organized protests across Alabama, which Liberation News
reported received the support of US Sen. Bernie Sanders (l-VT) and drew explicit links between
the right of union workers to organize and the Black Lives Matter movement.
The workers have highlighted how the unceasing pace of work has only served to help the
shipping giant’s profits double in a year and CEO Jeff Bezos’ wealth balloon by $48 billion.
Bezos said recently he was stepping back from the post later this year to become chairman of
its board.
Amazon’s History of Union Busting
Since Amazon’s founding in 1994, Bezos, one of the richest men on the planet, has managed to
keep unions out of the company’s US facilities. While its union-busting efforts have attracted
major attention in recent years, the effort goes back decades.
In October, Vox uncovered a document dating to February 2020 outlining its plans for staffing
and software that would enable the company to better predict and head off unionization
attempts. Amazon was also caught looking for “intelligence analysts” to monitor labor
organizing.
In April, the company fired Chris Smalls, a worker at a Staten Island distribution facility who led
a walk-out over safety concerns as the COVID-19 pandemic spread across the US. Vice has
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reported that Amazon executives planned a “smear campaign” against Smalls to portray him as
dim-witted to a sympathetic press.
Earlier this month, The Intercept revealed that Amazon had hired union suppression consultants
from the Center for Independent Employees, a right-wing think tank bankrolled by the Koch
network of Republican mega-donors. One consultant, Russell Brown, is reportedly being paid
$3,200 per day - more than the average $15-an-hour Amazon worker makes in a month.
Among Amazon’s efforts to frustrate the Bessemer union drive has been a constant
bombardment of texts about the purported ills of unionization, including veiled threats the facility
might close if it were to unionize. The company even successfully pressured the city to change
the cycle of traffic lights outside the facility, in order to stop union organizers from distributing
materials to employees waiting at the light, according to PayDay Report.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Climate Change’s Latest Warning Sign: A Cargo Ship Just Used Russia’s Northern Sea Route
in February
by Morgan Artvukhina
Russia’s northern Laptev Sea typically begins freezing in September. But last year, it didn’t
begin until late October, with more sea ice than ever being thin and newly formed.
A commercial cargo ship has sailed Russia’s Northern Sea Route in February for the first time,
which analysts say is the latest dire warning about global warming.
According to Russian shipping company Sovcomflot. the liquid natural gas tanker Christophe de
Margerie made the trip from Sabetta, on the Kara Sea on Russia’s northern coast, eastward to
Jiangsu, China, and back again, arriving back in Sabetta on February 19.
The company released a short compilation video of the two ships’ journey, in conjunction with
partner Rosatom.
This shipping route is typically idle during the long winter months between November and July,
when it is typically packed with sea ice. However, due to global warming, so much of the polar
sea ice is thin that the Christophe de Margerie was able to make the trip months early.
According to Sovcomflot, the ship began its journey on January 5, making the trip to the Bering
Strait in just 11 days without needing icebreaker assistance. However, on the way back,
Christophe de Margerie teamed up with the Russian Arktika-class nuclear-powered icebreaker
50 Let Pobedy (50 Years of Victory), which helped it through ice hummocks in the Chukchi Sea.
At times, Christophe de Margerie was forced to proceed through the ice field astern.
“The current voyage of Christophe de Margerie significantly expands the navigation window in
the in the eastern sector of the Russian Arctic, and confirms that year-round safe navigation is
possible along the entire length of the Northern Sea Route,” Igor Tonkovidov, president and
CEO of Sovcomflot, was quoted as saying in the release.
Likewise, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yury Trutnev hailed the accomplishment, noting that
while the Northern Sea Route has expanded its annual cargo considerably in recent years, this
voyage proves “in fact, the route can handle a lot more than that.”
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The Laptev Sea, which sits on the Northern Sea Route and is considered the “nursery” of Arctic
sea ice, was delayed to its latest freezing date ever recorded last year. As Sputnik reported, a
record-breaking heat wave in Siberia over the summer helped to delay the freeze until late
October. Usually, it starts in September.
A December report by the US National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
warned that “the transformation of the Arctic to a warmer, less frozen and biologically changed
region is well underway.”
The report noted that air temperatures in 2020 were 1.9 degrees Celsius higher than the
average between 1981 and 2010, and that during the region’s short summer, the sea
temperature was 1 to 3 degrees Celsius warmer than the average during that period.
As a result, thick multi-year sea ice has drastically diminished at the Earth’s North Pole. “Ice
older than 5 years is very rare today,” the report says, noting that “only a small ribbon remains
along the islands of the Canadian Arctic.”
The latest example of this unstable climate is the “polar vortex” that descended across central
North America in recent weeks, bringing temperatures of negative 19 degrees Celsius as far
south as Texas. The deep freeze and corresponding snowstorm brought catastrophic conditions
to the region, collapsing its electrical grid and resulting in the deaths of at least 58 people in
Texas alone.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
NASA Releases Stunning Surface Audio, Landing Video Captured by Mars Perseverance Rover
by Morgan Artvukhina
The US' Perseverance rover is just one of three Earth probes to arrive in the Martian system this
month. While the United Arab Emirates' probe will continue to orbit the red planet, China's
spacecraft is expected to deploy its own lander to the surface in May.
The US space agency NASA has released first-of-its-kind footage of the Perseverance
spacecraft landing on Mars last week.
Stunning video released by NASA on Friday shows the views from two cameras on the
spacecraft - one pointed up and one pointed down - that recorded the terrifying moments from
when it deployed its landing parachute about 10 kilometers above the Martian surface until it
touched down on the red planet's surface a little over three minutes later.
At a press conference, scientists at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory described the cameras
as a "nice to have" item not totally necessary for its scientific mission of hunting for evidence of
ancient microbial life in Jezero Crater, but still something that nonetheless proved to have "real
scientific value."
While the microphone attached to the landing cameras failed to function, another microphone
on the rover itself is working, and the scientists also released audio captured by it, which is the
first time sound has been recorded on the surface of an extraterrestrial body.
The landing occurred on what was February 18 back home on Earth.
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The video begins about 10 kilometers up, just after the "seven minutes of terror." during which
no contact with the spacecraft was possible. However, even during this phase, Earth was too far
away to be driven by NASA scientists, so onboard Al guided the spacecraft down itself.
Perseverance jettisoned its heat shield and deployed a parachute to slow its descent, but it was
still moving at several dozen meters per second.
Stabilizing rockets helped slow its descent further until just a few meters above the Martian
surface, where the "sky crane" dropped the SUV-sized Perseverance rover down onto the
surface before floating away.
Cameras onboard NASA's Perseverance spacecraft capture the "skycrane" phase of landing on
Mars, when the rover was dropped off on the surface of Jezero Crater
Once on the surface, the rover deployed its own cameras and took a few photos of Jezero
Crater, which astronomers believe was a sea billions of years ago, when Mars still had flowing
liquid water.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
‘Can Only Have Been Painted by a Madman’: Museum Confirms Graffito on Munch’s ‘Scream’
is by Artist
by Morgan Artvukhina
In June 2020, it was rumored that Russian billionaire Roman Abramovich had purchased one of
four versions of “The Scream” for $120 million, but Abramovich denied the rumors. As such, the
owner’s identity remains a secret.
The National Museum of Norway has confirmed that a mysterious message written in the corner
of the painting “The Scream” was penned by the artist, Edvard Munch.
In the top left-hand corner of the infamous 1893 painting “The Scream” is an enigmatic
comment, so small as to be barely legible: “Kan kun vsere malet af en gal Mand!” (can only have
been painted by a madman). For years, archivists have wondered if the message was
self-reflection by the artist or commentary by a graffitist critic.
According to the National Museum of Norway in Oslo, it was the artist himself who penned the
words. The confirmation required using infrared technology to analyze the handwriting and
compare it to Munch’s as seen in his notes and letters, but it also involved looking into the
artist’s own life at that period.
"The writing is without a doubt Munch’s own. The handwriting itself, as well as events that
happened in 1895, when Munch showed the painting in Norway for the first time, all point in the
same direction,” Mai Britt Guleng, curator at the National Museum, said in the release.
In Oslo, then called Christiana, Munch weathered “furious criticism and public speculation”
about his mental state, including a grilling by a young medical student who said his paintings
proved he was “not of sound mind,” according to the museum. It was in response to these
events that Munch most likely wrote his harsh words.
The original version of “The Scream” has been undergoing renovation in preparation for a 2022
exhibition. However, Munch made many versions of the painting, with the last version, dating to
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1910, being the most famous. Many of the paintings have been damaged, whether due to being
the targets of thieves or simply because of a century’s worth of exposure to atmospheric
changes such as human breath.
There are many theories about why the sky appears in stark red and orange colors in the
painting, ranging from ash still in the Earth’s atmosphere after the 1883 Krakatoa eruption to the
presence of “mother-of-pearl" polar stratospheric clouds over Oslo that day.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Preliminary NTSB Investigation Into United Flight 328 Reveals Fan Blade Damage
by Marv F.
On February 20, 2021, United Airlines Flight 328 took off from Denver International Airport. The
Boeing 777-200 operated was scheduled to land at Honolulu International Airport. Shortly after
takeoff, the aircraft experienced a right engine failure. The plane landed safely at Denver
International Airport, with no injuries or loss of life.
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) on Monday provided an update on its
investigation into United Airlines flight 328, revealing that the inlet and cowling separated from
the Pratt & Whitney PW4000 turbofan aircraft engine, and that two of the engine’s fan blades
were fractured.
In addition, the remaining fan blades “exhibited damage to the tips and leading edges,” Aviation
Week reported. The inlet refers to a duct that is required for smooth airflow into an aircraft
engine, while the cowling refers to the removable covering of an airplane’s engine.
The current probe is being carried out by the NTSB along with the Federal Aviation
Administration, United Airlines, Boeing, Pratt & Whitney, the Air Line Pilots Association and the
Independent Brotherhood of Teamsters.
On Sunday, FAA Administrator Steve Dickson revealed that the agency will order “immediate or
stepped-up” inspections of the Pratt & Whitney PW4000 fan blades.
"After consulting with my team of aviation safety experts about yesterday's engine failure aboard
a Boeing 777 airplane in Denver, I have directed them to issue an Emergency Airworthiness
Directive that would require immediate or stepped-up inspections of Boeing 777 airplanes
equipped with certain Pratt & Whitney PW4000 engines," Dickson said in a statement.
After Dickson’s announcement, United Airlines said it would be immediately removing 24 Boeing
777 airplanes from its fleet that use the Pratt & Whitney PW4000.
On Sunday, Boeing also issued a statement addressing the incident.
“Boeing is actively monitoring recent events related to United Airlines Flight 328. While the
NTSB investigation is ongoing, we recommended suspending operations of the 69 in-service
and 59 in-storage Ills powered by Pratt & Whitney 4000-112 engines until the FAA identifies
the appropriate inspection protocol,” the statement read.
Also on Monday, Egyptair announced that it would be grounding four of its Boeing Ills in
response to Boeing’s investigation.
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The latest incident comes after Boeing has struggled to repair its reputation after the Boeing 737
MAX 8 in March 2019 was grounded worldwide after 346 people died in two crashes: Lion Air
Flight 610 and Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302.
The aircraft’s new flight control system, the Maneuvering Characteristics Augmentation System
(MCAS), was found to be the cause behind both deadly accidents. The MCAS, designed to be a
safety feature, is supposed to evaluate sensor data and push the plane’s nose down to keep it
from stalling in the event that the nose of the plane is too high.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy Signs Law Legalizing Marijuana Use
by Mary F.
In November 2020, voters in New Jersey approved a ballot measure to legalize the use of
marijuana for recreational purposes. Under the measure, cannabis products would be subject to
a 6.625% sales tax.
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy on Monday officially legalized the use and possession of
marijuana for adults 21 years of age and older.
“Our current marijuana prohibition laws have failed every test of social justice, which is why for
years I’ve strongly supported the legalization of adult-use cannabis. Maintaining a status quo
that allows tens of thousands, disproportionately people of color, to be arrested in New Jersey
each year for low-level drug offenses is unjust and indefensible,” Murphy said in a statement
released by his office. “This November, New Jerseyans voted overwhelmingly in support of
creating a well-regulated adult-use cannabis market. Although this process has taken longer
than anticipated, I believe it is ending in the right place and will ultimately serve as a national
model”.
Murphy also signed another bill (S3454) Monday that outlines “penalties for marijuana and
cannabis possession and consumption for individuals younger than 21 years old.”
New Jersey Senator Cory Booker also commended Murphy’s efforts to legalize marijuana in the
release.
“The failed War on Drugs has systematically targeted people of color and the poor,
disproportionately impacting Black and Brown communities and hurting families in New Jersey
and across our nation,” Booker said, while also vowing to work with his colleagues in the Senate
"to end the federal marijuana prohibition so we can finally begin healing the wounds of decades
of injustice.”
An analysis by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) reveals that marijuana arrests account
for over half of all drug arrests in the US. The analysis also shows that “despite roughly equal
usage rates,” blacks are 3.73 times more likely than Whites to be arrested for marijuana.
New Jersey is now among 15 other states, plus the District of Columbia, that have legalized
marijuana for recreational use, according to the National Organization for the Reform of
Marijuana Laws
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Biden Reportedly Launches Review of Drone Strikes and Counterterror Raids
by Mary F.
The War on Terror is an international military campaign launched by the US following the
September 11 attacks. The campaign targets are mostly Sunni Islamic fundamentalist armed
groups including Al-Qaeda*, Daesh* and the Taliban*.
An exclusive report by The Daily Beast has revealed that US President Joe Biden has placed
lethal US counterterrorism efforts under review while he evaluates the scope of US efforts in the
War on Terror.
According to Emily Thorne, the chief spokesperson for the National Security Council (NSC),
Biden issued interim guidance on the US’ “use of military force and related national security
operations” on his first day in office and recapitulated the guidance on Friday.
Congress was notified of the guidance change on Friday.
The guidance is classified but provides Biden “full visibility on proposed significant actions in
these areas,” Thorne explained.
Actions in these areas usually refer to drone and other strikes against “suspected terror groups
and infrastructure,” The Daily Beast reported, also noting that a “left-right anti-war coalition” will
most likely welcome the news as an opportunity to end the War on Terror.
The War on Terror, declared in 2001 bv President George W. Bush, has frequently been
referred to as a forever or a lasting state of war, with no clear conditions that would result in its
conclusion.
In a statement to The Daily Beast, Rep. Barbara Lee, a member of the United States House
Committee on Appropriations, spoke on her anti-war efforts.
“I’ve been trying to end [the Forever War], it seems like, since I voted against it,” Lee told the
outlet.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
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Egyptair Grounds Four Boeing 777s After United Airlines Plane Undergoes Engine Failure
by Gabv Arancibia
Over the weekend, one of the engines of a United Airlines flight from Denver, Colorado, caught
fire and fell apart while in transit, subsequently leaving a trail of debris in an area neighborhood
before pilots were able to safely land the plane. The incident has prompted a recommendation
by Boeing, the plane's manufacturer, to ground its 777 jets.
Egyptair, a state-owned airline based in Cairo, Egypt, announced Monday that it be grounding
four of its Boeing 777s in light of recommendations made by both Boeing and the US' Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA).
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In a statement obtained by RIA Novosti, the airliner explained it would suspend four Boeing
777-200 aircraft in light of the Boeing and FAA recommendations until an official inspection
protocol is established by regulators.
However, Egyptair further noted it would continue to fly six of its Boeing 777-300 planes since
they are not equipped with the troubled Pratt & Whitney 4000-112 engines that officials are
inspecting.
The latest development came after an investigation was initiated into the Saturday incident, with
Boeing issuing a call for suspending the 777 fleet, specifically those powered by Pratt & Whitney
4000-112 engines.
Although United Airlines is the only carrier to fly the Boeing 777 jet within the US, the specified
plane makes up part of the fleets kept by Egyptair, All Nippon Airways, Japan Airlines, Asiana
Airlines, Korean Air and Vietnam Airlines, according to Jon Ostrower. the editor-in-chief of The
Air Current.
Boeing has indicated that a total of 69 of the aircraft are in use, and that another 59 such planes
are currently in storage. The company has stressed that its call for temporarily suspending the
aircraft will remain in effect until the FAA has identified an "appropriate inspection protocol" for
the plane.
United Airlines grounded its 24 Boeing 777s a few hours after Boeing made its announcement.
Regulators in Japan have also ordered airlines to stop flying the specified aircraft until further
notice, with similar steps being taken by Korean Air Lines.
Video footage shared online over the weekend captured one of the plane's engine on fire as
pieces broke off during the flight. Subsequent images taken from the ground showed how large
pieces of metal fell onto a neighborhood in Broomfield, Colorado.
— michaelaW (@michaelaqiulia) February 20. 2021
The incident did not prompt any reports of injuries, and the flight was able to safely return to
Denver International Airport.
A preliminary inspection by the National Transportation Safety Board has stated that two fan
blades in the Pratt & Whitney engine had fractured during the Saturday flight, one nearly entirely
whereas the other was half broken. The rest of the fan blades on the affected engine had
sustained damages to their "tips and leading edges," according to initial findings. The remainder
of the plane received minor damages.
The latest setback may sow further doubt around the safety of Boeing aircraft, as the company
attempts to regain public confidence following the two fatal back-to-back crashes involving its
737 Max jets.
Although the jetliner was grounded worldwide for nearly two years, it has since been cleared to
take to the skies once necessary modifications are made. The jetliner completed its first US
commercial flight in December. Boeing is still facing multiple lawsuits by the families of
passengers who died in the pair of crashes.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Biden Administration Scraps Trump-Era US Citizenship Exam, Reverts to 2008 Test
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by Gabv Arancibia
The Trump administration implemented a new citizenship test for interested individuals on
December 1, 2020, and subjected applicants to an exam that was twice as long as the previous
assessment presented by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). The
new changes were widely seen as a means to deter applicants.
The Biden administration declared on Monday that it would be scrapping the months-old
citizenship test enacted by the Trump White House, instead opting to reinstate a previous
version of the exam.
The USCIS announced in its latest update that the agency would be reverting back to the 2008
version of the test over concerns the Trump-era exam “may inadvertently create potential
barriers to the naturalization process.”
“USCIS aspires to make the process as accessible as possible as directed by President [Joe]
Biden’s request to review the process thoroughly,” the release adds.
In order to successfully become a US citizen, individuals need to pass both an English
proficiency test and a civics exam. Under the 2008 version of the civics assessment, applicants
are instructed to study for 100 potential questions from a list, and correctly answer six out of 12
that are asked by an official.
However, under the Trump administration’s initiative, the list of questions expanded from 100 to
128, with applicants required to successfully answer 12 out of 20 questions in order to pass the
civics portion of the citizenship process.
While the new questions required applicants to offer biographical details of founding father
Alexander Hamilton and former US Presidents James Madison and Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
exam updates were largely seen as having a conservative bias over its emphasis on the
Federalist Papers, as well as the lack of questions on the civil rights movement and women’s
suffrage, among other topics.
The exam was also blasted over questions containing complex phrasing, many of which could
trip up applicants should they fail to consider them carefully.
At the time, one particular question regarding who a US senator represents drew scrutiny.
Previously, the answer to the question was “all people of the state,” but under the Trump-era
test the answer was “citizens” within the state.
Now, per the USCIS’ Monday guidance, the administration will be providing both versions of the
test until April 19, in an effort to assist those who have been studying for the 2020 test. After the
April deadline, solely the 2008 test will be administered.
The new changes will take effect on March 1.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Google to Lift Political Ad Ban Imposed After Deadly Capitol Riot
by Gabv Arancibia
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Tech giant Google previously announced on January 13 that it would be banning political ads, in
an attempt to curb the spread of misinformation, exactly one week after thousands of Trump
loyalists broke past security barriers and stormed the US Capitol. A similar ban was imposed
amid the November presidential election.
Google announced in an email to its advertising partners on Monday that its platforms would be
resuming its past practices and allowing the publication of political ads, bringing to a close its
nearly three-month, self-imposed ban.
The company revealed to its partners that political advertisements would be cleared to resume
on Wednesday, and that it will continue to prohibit any ads publicizing “false information that
could significantly undermine trust in elections or the democratic process.”
The tech giant further explained that in order for interested parties to resume their ads,
individuals will need to use Google’s self-service appeals to have any existing adverts reviewed
ahead of publication.
“If they are otherwise policy compliant, then our reviewers will approve the ad and it will be
eligible to begin serving,” the email notes.
Google’s “sensitive events” policy officially went into effect on January 14, and subsequently
barred all political ads that referenced the historic second impeachment of former US President
Donald Trump, the inauguration of US President Joe Biden or the deadly riot that broke out at
the US Capitol.
The ban, which stemmed from the company’s Dangerous and Derogatory Content policy
standards, also made no exceptions for news or merchandise advertisers.
Both Google and social-media giant Facebook have served as the two most dominant
advertising platforms when it comes to promoting campaigns, with the pair collecting billions in
advertisements. However, once both companies instituted their own bans against such ads, the
move effectively cut off a crucial pipeline that campaigners tap to fundraise.
Political strategists who spoke with Politico early on after the bans were imposed noted that in
some cases campaigns put freezes on hiring new staff, as they sought to brainstorm new tactics
to make up for the loss of funds collected through digital ads on Facebook and Google.
“When a candidate is running for the first time, they’re starting grassroots fundraising from
scratch, they’re recruiting volunteers from scratch, they’re building their name ID from scratch,”
Caitlin Mitchell, a Democratic strategist who served as a senior digital adviser to both Biden and
Sen. Elizabeth Warren’s (D-MA) presidential campaigns.
“If there were more options that were as powerful as Facebook, it’d be less worrisome, but
Facebook is often the No. 1 way to reach those audiences.”
Unlike Google, Facebook has not yet lifted its own ban on political ads, and it’s unclear if it ever
intends to do so. Earlier, the social media company temporarily lifted its ban in regards to the
Senate runoffs elections in Georgia, which ultimately determined that Democrats were in control
of the congressional chamber.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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They’re People We Knew’: Biden Marks ‘Grim’ Milestone as US COVID-19 Death Toll Tops
500,000
by Gaby Arancibia
Earlier, the latest figures released by Johns Hopkins University revealed that the US’ COVID-19
death toll officially exceeded 500,000, marking a grim milestone as the nation continues its fight
against SARS-CoV-2, the deadly virus that causes the novel coronavirus.
Commemorating the lives of the hundreds of thousands of Americans who died from COVID-19,
US President Joe Biden addressed the nation late on Monday, and urged viewers to “resist
becoming numb” in spite of the rising death toll.
Speaking from the White House, Biden touched on his own personal lessons of grief, discussing
the emotions he experienced after the deaths of his first wife Neilia, his daughter Naomi and his
son Beau.
Although Biden has previously spoken about those losses, Monday’s remarks saw the president
underscore the additional burdens of not being able to be with a loved one or inability to host
memorial services with family as a result of the pandemic.
"I know what it's like to not be there when it happens. I know what it’s like when you are there
holding their hands as they look in your eye & they slip away, that black hole in your chest, you
feel like you've been sucked into it,” Biden told viewers.
"As we acknowledge the scale of this mass death in America, remember each person and the
life they lived. They're people we knew. They're people we feel like we knew. Read the
obituaries and remembrances."
“We have to resist becoming numb to the sorrow. We have to resist viewing each life as a
statistic or a blur or on the news. We must do so to honor the dead. But, equally important, to
care for the living," he continued.
“To heal, we must remember. I know it's hard. I promise you, I know it's hard. I remember. But
that's how you heal. You have to remember. And it's also important to do that as a nation. For
those who have lost loved ones, this is what I know: They're never truly gone."
Biden also took the moment to state that the virus does not distinguish between one’s political
beliefs, stressing the nation must move past the pandemic as one.
“It's not Democrats and Republicans who are dying from the virus,” he said. “It's our fellow
Americans. It's our neighbors, our friends, our mothers, our fathers, our sons, our daughters.
Husbands, wives. We have to fight this together, as one people. As the United States."
Following the brief speech, Biden, along with first lady Jill Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris
and second gentleman Doug Emhoff, exited the White House and held a moment of silence on
the South Portico porch.
U.S. President Joe Biden, his wife Jill Biden, U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris and Second
Gentleman Doug Emhoff attend a moment of silence and candle lighting ceremony to
commemorate the grim milestone of 500,000 U.S. deaths from the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) at the White House in Washington, U.S., February 22, 2021.
The commemoration saw the four surrounded by an estimated 500 candles in an effort to
represent the Americans who died from COVID-19. The moment of silence was followed by a
rendition of “Amazing Grace.”
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Ahead of his remarks, Biden ordered flags on federal lands to be lowered for the next five days.
Photos taken at the White House shows the American flag at half-staff.
Additionally, the bells at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC, tolled 500 times, once for
every 1,000 Americans lost to COVID-19.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Riyadh Now Permits Women to Join Saudi Military, Hold Armed Combat Roles
by Evan Craighead
Saudi Arabia's government has taken several progressive steps to advance women's rights in
recent years, including the 2017 lifting of a ban that prohibited women to operate motor vehicles
and the 2019 amendment allowing women to divorce and travel without male permission.
Sunday marked the first day both women and men were permitted to sign up and serve in the
Saudi Arabian Army, Royal Saudi Navy, Royal Saudi Air Defense, Royal Saudi Strategic Missile
Force and Armed Forces Medical Services, according to a new Arab News report.
Under new guidelines from the Saudi Ministry of Defense, male applicants between the ages of
17 and 40 years old and female applicants between the ages of 21 and 40 years old, may serve
in military ranks from soldier to sergeant.
Additionally, women are required to be at least 155 centimeters (around 5'1") tall, and men must
have a height of 160 centimeters (around 5'2") or more.
"In my personal opinion, it is very important for women to be in the military, where they can have
an active role in our conservative society," IT specialist Rhama al-Khayri told the outlet.
"Throughout history, we have not heard of a woman who came to the field and fought," she said.
"We always hear about women healing people, or perhaps monitoring supplies in the
administration and in the control units. The man is the one who fights in the field."
Riyadh's progressive military step comes nearly two weeks after White House Press Secretary
Jen Psaki told reporters that Washington expects "Saudi Arabia to improve its record in human
rights."
"That includes releasing political prisoners such as women’s rights advocates," Psaki said, tying
the Biden administration's renewed confidence to the February release of Saudi Americans
Salah al-Haider and Bader al-lbrahim, both of whom were jailed in 2019 and slapped with
terrorism-related charges.
Days after the press conference, prominent women’s rights activist Loujain al-Hathloul was also
released by Saudi authorities. The activist was arrested in May 2018, following her work with the
'Women to Drive' movement, which included videos of her illegally operating a motor vehicle.
While the ban was lifted via Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman's September 2017
order, women were not officially granted the right to drive until new guidelines were drawn up
and implemented in June 2018.
Months following the permittance, economist Saad al Dusri told Sputnik that "Saudi women
have been driving have contributed to the economic growth of the kingdom," as car dealers,
workshops, insurance companies, and banks receive additional money.
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Martin Hvidt, associate professor at the Centre for Contemporary Middle East Studies,
concurred that "economic necessity" was a motivating factor for the lifting of the ban. Hvidt also
suggested there "will be a gradual change in the role of the woman" in Saudi Arabia.
Months later, Riyadh amended national regulations, allowing adult women to register for
marriage or divorce and travel without the approval of their husband or male relative.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Video: Malcolm X's Family Reveals Evidence Allegedly Implicating FBI, NYPD in Leader's
Assassination
by Evan Craighead
Malcolm X, who later went by the name el-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz, was a black Nebraska-born
Muslim minister and human rights activist who gained a large following and FBI attention as a
vocal spokesman for the Nation of Islam. His decision to part ways with the Afro-centric political
and religious movement allegedly led to his murder.
Civil rights attorney Ben Crump and the surviving daughters of Malcolm X on Saturday, a day
before the 56th anniversary of X's assassination, unveiled in New York's Audubon Ballroom new
allegations about events leading up to the activist's 1965 death. Three members of the Nation of
Islam were previously convicted for their respective roles in the murder.
"Even though this is going to be an astonishing revelation from the past... past is prologue,"
Crump said Saturday, alongside co-counsels Ray Hamlin and Paul Napoli.
The legal team presented a letter allegedly written by Ray Wood, an undercover New York City
Police Department (NYPD) officer with the Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, who
admitted the NYPD and FBI assassinated Malcolm X.
Reggie Wood, the administrator of Ray Wood’s estate, read the letter to Qubiliah, llyasah, and
Gamilah Shabazz, daughters of the late activist, detailing how the now-deceased cop was
ordered to have Shabazz's security detail arrested days before his 1965 assassination.
Crump's statements came hours after his law firm first brought the allegations to light.
"Ray Wood, an undercover police officer at the time, confessed in a deathbed declaration letter
that the NYPD and the FBI conspired to undermine the legitimacy of the civil rights movement
and its leaders," Crump noted.
The release claimed that Wood, "without any training," was ordered to "infiltrate civil rights
organizations and encourage leaders and members to commit felonious acts," including
"ensuring that Malcolm X’s security detail was arrested days prior to the assassination,
guaranteeing Malcolm X didn’t have door security while at the Audubon Ballroom, where he was
killed on Feb. 21, 1965."
A spokesperson for the NYPD’s Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Public Information told
CBS News that the police department has "has provided all available records relevant to that
case to the [Manhattan] District Attorney," which had already launched a review of the initial
investigation and prosecution for the assassination.
The Manhattan DA has noted the "office's review of this matter is active and ongoing."
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Three members of the Nation of Islam - Mujahid Abdul Halim, then known by the names
Thomas Hagan and Talmadge X Hayer; Muhammad Abdul Aziz, then known as Norman 3X
Butler: and Khalil Islam, then known as Thomas 15X Johnson - were arrested, tried and
convicted for the activist’s murder and received 20-years-to-life sentences for their roles in the
murders.
Bullet holes in back of stage where Malcolm X was shot
Halim, who was paroled and released from prison in 2010, has maintained that Aziz and Islam,
the latter of whom died in 2009, were innocent of the murder of Malcolm X.
"I was there, I know what happened and I know the people who were there,” Halim, who was
then going by Hayer, said in 1966. He told the New York Post that he has "regrets and sorrow"
for the fatal shooting.
Malcolm X, born Malcolm Little, met Nation of Islam leader Elijah Muhammad and joined the
Islamic religious movement while serving a 10-year prison sentence for larceny, and breaking
and entering.
During his conversion to Islam, Little ditched his birth surname, saying the name was given by
white slave masters, and changed it to 'X' to represent his family's lost link to Africa due to the
Atlantic slave trade.
Malcolm X moved to Detroit, Michigan, following his early release in 1952, and worked as an
active member and advocate for the Nation of Islam, which borrows certain teachings from
Islam.
Malcolm X, full-length portrait, standing, facing slightly left, being interviewed by reporters.
The activist came under the watch of the FBI beginning in 1953. particularly for remarks that
state, or white, violence should be met with violence. Surveillance of Malcolm X and his family
would continue through 1964, when he separated from the Nation of Islam and adopted the
Muslim name el-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz.
A week before the February 21 assassination, at an Organization of Afro-American Unity rally in
Harlem, Shabazz's home was firebombed. forcing the activist, his wife and their four children to
flee.
The activist declared at the time that the firebombing took place "on the orders of Elijah
Muhammad."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
RPT - Russian Church in Texas Collecting Funds to Help Parishioners Recover From Winter
Storm
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The Russian church in the US state of Texas began
collecting funds to help its parishioners repair plumbing after the recent wave of heavy winter
storms, the rector of St. Nicholas Orthodox cathedral in the city of McKinney, Seraphim Holland,
told Sputnik.
150 HOURS OF FREEZING TEMPERATURES

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/23/2021 11:07:12 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/23/2021 11:07:12 AM

Deadly winter storms and record freezing temperatures swept across the United States last
week, with Texas being the hardest hit state. The storm shut down power plants and cracked
piping, leaving 4 million Texans without electricity and nearly 15 million suffering from a water
crisis.
"We have a benevolent fund, it is modest, but it will be used to help people who asked for
support - probably mostly on plumbing repairs," father Seraphim said.
The parish also collects money after every Divine Liturgy on Sundays and major Orthodox
holidays, he added.
"It is a sort of our pillar, it is a big part of our culture, and now we will be collecting for people
who need plumbing repairs and to solve other problems," the priest noted.
The priest said he was lucky because he had power all the time, but many of his parishioners
lost electricity for a long period of time.
"We had about 150 hours of freezing temperature," father Seraphim said. "Because of losing
power and extreme cold, many people have had frozen pipes... I know our church hall has a
burst pipe. Fortunately, it is underneath the main area, and we have to have it fixed."
The rector noted that parishioners called each other to see if anything is okay with others.
"I think probably more the women [called] than the men, to be honest," he said. "But I will be
frank with you -1 think we could do much more individually."
Father Seraphim has recognized regretfully that he had to cancel services in the church
because of weather for the first time in many years.
UNPREDICTABLE EVENTS LED TO RELYING MORE ON GOD
Such unpredictable weather in Texas, where snow is a very rare event in winter, tells people
about the necessity to rely more on the Lord, the rector of St. Vladimir Church in Houston
Lubomir Kupec told Sputnik.
"I believe unpredictable events lead us to rely more on God, rather than on companies that are
assumed to provide support for our lives," he said. "After all, such an emergency should not
have happened in Houston in principle. A lot of oil and natural gas are produced in Texas, and, I
am sure, there were capabilities to generate enough electricity. I think there was a human factor
that can always fail."
The priest and his family spent several days without power and had to sleep in warm clothes
with temperatures below freezing.
"Consequently, I realized that impossible and unforeseen things can happen at any step of the
way and it is prudent to be as prepared as much as possible with what we are able to control,"
he said. "For instance, while living in Houston, I have learned that the local weather is
unpredictable and as such I have learned to keep warm clothes in the car: while they usually are
not needed, they are available just in case."
On the day of the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, father Lubomir was lucky to call to church
watchman Augie Nagim who was able to turn off the water.
"We are certain that Augie’s help saved the temple from flooding," the priest said. "We have a
sink and faucet in the altar, and one can imagine what would have happened should a pipe
have burst. We would have had to repair the entire altar and iconostasis."
During the days of power loss, the priest and his family was able to make brief calls to some
relatives to inform them that they are okay.
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"Naturally, day and night we were freezing in the house and to stay warm we had on three pairs
of socks, three pairs of pants, three layers of sweaters with coats and hats during the day and
wore all this at night bundled under blankets in the attempt to get some rest. Inside the house,
our thermometer said the temperature was below 0 degrees Celsius," father Lubomir said.
"Thank God, we had candles which we kept lit in the kitchen as our only source of light and
heat. Our family of six consoled themselves with tea made on the propane stove which we kept
outside. This little propane stove saved us, so while it could not keep us warm it did help to
sustain us. It was just enough for those crucial days of survival in the extreme cold."
Being without a telephone connection, the priest was able to communicate with his flock.
"An opportunity to offer support only appeared on Thursday when our power returned and I
immediately contacted Senior Sister Lyubov Stukalova, Church Warden Vladislav Sharrin and
some other parishioners, and was relieved to learn that almost everyone I called was well."
The priest said he and others continue to call parishioners who say that their houses have
suffered and will require urgent repairs due to burst pipes.
Speaking personally, father Lubomir has recognized that he is ready for extreme weather after
living near the main Russian Holy Trinity monastery abroad in upstate New York.
"My matushka [wife] and I spent there four years from 1993 to 1997, and we learned about the
dramatic nature of a winter storm," he said.
The Priest recalled that in the winter of 1996, freezing temperatures reached minus 30 degrees,
and he had to get up at 3:00 a.m., turn on the car, and go to the monastery to prepare for the
early Divine Liturgy.
"For me, that winter was a good tempering for all the winters that have followed," he said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
RPT: FEATURE - Texans Outraged US Energy Capital Unprepared for Winter Storm
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - Texans are irate the US energy
capital's infrastructure was unable to withstand the recent winter storms and frustrated over the
lack of accountability for the meltdown, residents told Sputnik.
Deadly winter storms that swept across the United States last week battered Texas’ energy
infrastructure, knocking several natural gas, coal and nuclear power plants offline. The disaster
left some four million Texans without electricity while nearly 15 million were affected by water
shortages.
LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY
Lawmakers in both Austin and Washington immediately clashed over the causes of the disaster,
with Democrats blaming Texas’ fossil fuel infrastructure and Republicans attributing broken
alternative energy equipment.
Houston resident Sheila Price, a homemaker and mother of four, is just one of the millions of
Texans frustrated by the poor response by state officials. She was fortunate to be able to
escape the worst of the storm that killed nearly 60 people. Lack of heat endangered the lives of
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many others, who were forced to bundle up in layers of clothes, slept in sleeping bags and
burned furniture, paper and other items to keep warm.
Price said she was disgusted over the failure given where she lived was part of the country's
so-called "energy corridor." She never expected to see the complete meltdown of the state’s
electrical grid and was doubtful that any politicians or officials will be held accountable for the
tragedy.
"How can something like this happen in the energy center of the country? It’s totally disgusting.
It is so crazy to know that I live in the energy capital," Price told Sputnik. "That this happened is
disgraceful and everyone is passing the buck. No one is trying to take accountability."
Price said Texas Governor Greg Abbott and other Republican state officials have denied climate
change, resisted infrastructure improvements, investments, and regulations. Price said she
hopes Texas officials will be forced to reverse course for the good of the people of the state.
"We thought Russians and Chinese would screw us on the grid, but it’s us. It’s sad. I can’t tell
you how sad I am," Price said.
Republicans, she added, have become so "tribal" at a time when the US needs to work together
to take care of the collective good. Price said it is difficult to make progress "when you have a
party that totally ignores global warming."
SURVIVAL MODE
Across most parts of Texas, residents were coping with food and water shortages, flooded
homes and businesses, broken and damaged pipes and roofs and ceilings caved in.
Derrill Holley, also a Houston resident, said he lost power for 61 hours, which he estimated went
out once the temperatures reached about 20 degrees Fahrenheit (around -6 degrees Celsius).
Holley said the Internet went down and there was no signal for phones.
"Basic services, that under normal times you can access, you couldn’t. Batteries stopped
working," Holley added.
Holley also said stores like Home Depot and Lowes have seen hurricane-type runs to buy
supplies such as PVC to repair damaged pipes. Holley said more than anything he is worried
about those trying to stay warm.
"It’s really risky to stay in a car - people could go to sleep and not wake up," Holley said. "Some
people are using sleeping bags in their houses. People survive."
He also said there were no decent hotel rooms available within 100-200 miles of Houston.
Holley said he was in Texas when the 1989 Christmas storm hit, the last time the state suffered
through a cold wave of similar proportions.
"This one was bigger and worse because of widespread power outages," he said. "This is a
summer hurricane problem that occurred in the midst of winter."
Like Holley, Price observed massive lines at stores. She said the lines were long at grocery
stores and supermarkets even though most had no electricity.
"People using grills inside their homes trying to keep warm. Lots of people also have busted
pipes," she said. "My neighbor’s pipe burst, another neighbor’s house burned down and all you
kept hearing is sirens which is not something you hear very frequently around here."
However, Price also said she was prepared; She had a radio with batteries, a kerosene oil lamp,
and, fortunately, a gas stove.
"I was helped because I have been living in Houston with hurricanes," Price said.
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By late Monday, power had been restored to all but about 15,000 Texas residents and nearly all
boiling water notices were lifted.
Last week, Abbott ordered an investigation into the Electric Reliability Council of Texas
(ERCOT), which operates the power grid, and called for reforms to prevent such a development
from occurring again.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
FEATURE - Texans Outraged US Energy Capital Unprepared for Winter Storm
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - Texans are irate the US energy
capital’s infrastructure was unable to withstand the recent winter storms and frustrated over the
lack of accountability for the meltdown, residents told Sputnik.
Deadly winter storms that swept across the United States last week battered Texas’ energy
infrastructure, knocking several natural gas, coal and nuclear power plants offline. The disaster
left some four million Texans without electricity while nearly 15 million were affected by water
shortages.
LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY
Lawmakers in both Austin and Washington immediately clashed over the causes of the disaster,
with Democrats blaming Texas’ fossil fuel infrastructure and Republicans attributing broken
alternative energy equipment.
Houston resident Sheila Price, a homemaker and mother of four, is just one of the millions of
Texans frustrated by the poor response by state officials. She was fortunate to be able to
escape the worst of the storm that killed nearly 60 people. Lack of heat endangered the lives of
many others, who were forced to bundle up in layers of clothes, slept in sleeping bags and
burned furniture, paper and other items to keep warm.
Price said she was disgusted over the failure given where she lived was part of the country's
so-called "energy corridor." She never expected to see the complete meltdown of the state's
electrical grid and was doubtful that any politicians or officials will be held accountable for the
tragedy.
"How can something like this happen in the energy center of the country? It’s totally disgusting.
It is so crazy to know that I live in the energy capital," Price told Sputnik. "That this happened is
disgraceful and everyone is passing the buck. No one is trying to take accountability."
Price said Texas Governor Greg Abbott and other Republican state officials have denied climate
change, resisted infrastructure improvements, investments, and regulations. Price said she
hopes Texas officials will be forced to reverse course for the good of the people of the state.
"We thought Russians and Chinese would screw us on the grid, but it’s us. It’s sad. I can’t tell
you how sad I am," Price said.
Republicans, she added, have become so "tribal" at a time when the US needs to work together
to take care of the collective good. Price said it is difficult to make progress "when you have a
party that totally ignores global warming."
SURVIVAL MODE
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Across most parts of Texas, residents were coping with food and water shortages, flooded
homes and businesses, broken and damaged pipes and roofs and ceilings caved in.
Derrill Holley, also a Houston resident, said he lost power for 61 hours, which he estimated went
out once the temperatures reached about 20 degrees Fahrenheit (around -6 degrees Celsius).
Holley said the Internet went down and there was no signal for phones.
"Basic services, that under normal times you can access, you couldn’t. Batteries stopped
working," Holley added.
Holley also said stores like Home Depot and Lowes have seen hurricane-type runs to buy
supplies such as PVC to repair damaged pipes. Holley said more than anything he is worried
about those trying to stay warm.
"It's really risky to stay in a car - people could go to sleep and not wake up," Holley said. "Some
people are using sleeping bags in their houses. People survive."
He also said there were no decent hotel rooms available within 100-200 miles of Houston.
Holley said he was in Texas when the 1989 Christmas storm hit, the last time the state suffered
through a cold wave of similar proportions.
"This one was bigger and worse because of widespread power outages," he said. "This is a
summer hurricane problem that occurred in the midst of winter."
Like Holley, Price observed massive lines at stores. She said the lines were long at grocery
stores and supermarkets even though most had no electricity.
"People using grills inside their homes trying to keep warm. Lots of people also have busted
pipes," she said. "My neighbor’s pipe burst, another neighbor’s house burned down and all you
kept hearing is sirens which is not something you hear very frequently around here."
However, Price also said she was prepared: She had a radio with batteries, a kerosene oil lamp,
and, fortunately, a gas stove.
"I was helped because I have been living in Houston with hurricanes," Price said.
By late Monday, power had been restored to all but about 15,000 Texas residents and nearly all
boiling water notices were lifted.
Last week, Abbott ordered an investigation into the Electric Reliability Council of Texas
(ERCOT), which operates the power grid, and called for reforms to prevent such a development
from occurring again.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Russian Church in Texas Collecting Funds to Help Parishioners Recover From Winter Storm
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The Russian church in the US state of Texas began
collecting funds to help its parishioners repair plumbing after the recent wave of heavy winter
storms, the rector of St. Nicholas Orthodox cathedral in the city of McKinney, Seraphim Holland,
told Sputnik.
150 HOURS OF FREEZING TEMPERATURES
Deadly winter storms and record freezing temperatures swept across the United States last
week, with Texas being the hardest hit state. The storm shut down power plants and cracked
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piping, leaving 4 million Texans without electricity and nearly 15 million suffering from a water
crisis.
"We have a benevolent fund, it is modest, but it will be used to help people who asked for
support - probably mostly on plumbing repairs," father Seraphim said.
The parish also collects money after every Divine Liturgy on Sundays and major Orthodox
holidays, he added.
"It is a sort of our pillar, it is a big part of our culture, and now we will be collecting for people
who need plumbing repairs and to solve other problems," the priest noted.
The priest said he was lucky because he had power all the time, but many of his parishioners
lost electricity for a long period of time.
"We had about 150 hours of freezing temperature," father Seraphim said. "Because of losing
power and extreme cold, many people have had frozen pipes... I know our church hall has a
burst pipe. Fortunately, it is underneath the main area, and we have to have it fixed."
The rector noted that parishioners called each other to see if anything is okay with others.
"I think probably more the women [called] than the men, to be honest," he said. "But I will be
frank with you -1 think we could do much more individually."
Father Seraphim has recognized regretfully that he had to cancel services in the church
because of weather for the first time in many years.
UNPREDICTABLE EVENTS LED TO RELYING MORE ON GOD
Such unpredictable weather in Texas, where snow is a very rare event in winter, tells people
about the necessity to rely more on the Lord, the rector of St. Vladimir Church in Houston
Lubomir Kupec told Sputnik.
"I believe unpredictable events lead us to rely more on God, rather than on companies that are
assumed to provide support for our lives," he said. "After all, such an emergency should not
have happened in Houston in principle. A lot of oil and natural gas are produced in Texas, and, I
am sure, there were capabilities to generate enough electricity. I think there was a human factor
that can always fail."
The priest and his family spent several days without power and had to sleep in warm clothes
with temperatures below freezing.
"Consequently, I realized that impossible and unforeseen things can happen at any step of the
way and it is prudent to be as prepared as much as possible with what we are able to control,"
he said. "For instance, while living in Houston, I have learned that the local weather is
unpredictable and as such I have learned to keep warm clothes in the car: while they usually are
not needed, they are available just in case."
On the day of the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, father Lubomir was lucky to call to church
watchman Augie Nagim who was able to turn off the water.
"We are certain that Augie’s help saved the temple from flooding," the priest said. "We have a
sink and faucet in the altar, and one can imagine what would have happened should a pipe
have burst. We would have had to repair the entire altar and iconostasis."
During the days of power loss, the priest and his family was able to make brief calls to some
relatives to inform them that they are okay.
"Naturally, day and night we were freezing in the house and to stay warm we had on three pairs
of socks, three pairs of pants, three layers of sweaters with coats and hats during the day and
wore all this at night bundled under blankets in the attempt to get some rest. Inside the house,
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our thermometer said the temperature was below 0 degrees Celsius," father Lubomir said.
"Thank God, we had candles which we kept lit in the kitchen as our only source of light and
heat. Our family of six consoled themselves with tea made on the propane stove which we kept
outside. This little propane stove saved us, so while it could not keep us warm it did help to
sustain us. It was just enough for those crucial days of survival in the extreme cold."
Being without a telephone connection, the priest was able to communicate with his flock.
"An opportunity to offer support only appeared on Thursday when our power returned and I
immediately contacted Senior Sister Lyubov Stukalova, Church Warden Vladislav Sharrin and
some other parishioners, and was relieved to learn that almost everyone I called was well."
The priest said he and others continue to call parishioners who say that their houses have
suffered and will require urgent repairs due to burst pipes.
Speaking personally, father Lubomir has recognized that he is ready for extreme weather after
living near the main Russian Holy Trinity monastery abroad in upstate New York.
"My matushka [wife] and I spent there four years from 1993 to 1997, and we learned about the
dramatic nature of a winter storm," he said.
The Priest recalled that in the winter of 1996, freezing temperatures reached minus 30 degrees,
and he had to get up at 3:00 a.m., turn on the car, and go to the monastery to prepare for the
early Divine Liturgy.
"For me, that winter was a good tempering for all the winters that have followed," he said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Sanctions 2 Myanmar Generals Over Coup, Blinken Warns of More Action
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US government sanctioned two individuals in
connection with the military coup in Myanmar, the Treasury Department said in a statement.
"Today, the US Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
sanctioned two individuals connected to the military apparatus responsible for the coup in
Burma [Myanmarj. Treasury took these actions in response to the Burmese security forces’
killing of peaceful protesters," the release said Monday.
The US sanctioned Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun and General Maung Maung Kyaw, the
release said. Following the coup the Burmese military announced the two men would be
members of the State Administration Council.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken vowed that the United States would take more action if
the course was not reversed.
"The United States will continue to work with a broad coalition of international partners to
promote accountability for coup leaders and those responsible for this violence. We will not
hesitate to take further action against those who perpetrate violence and suppress the will of the
people," Blinken said in a statement.
On February 1, Myanmar's military seized power, announcing a one-year state of emergency
citing alleged voter fraud in the November 8 general election, which was won by Suu Kyi's
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National League for Democracy party. The military said it was committed to the democratic
system and vowed to hold new and fair elections after the state of emergency ended.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Reopens Texas Facility for Influx of Migrant Children at Border - Health Agency
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has reopened a temporary
facility in the state of Texas to prepare to house an influx of migrant children arriving at the
US-Mexico border without a parent, the US Department of Health and Human Services said in a
press release.
"With increasing numbers of UC [unaccompanied children] being referred to ORR [Office of
Refugee Resettlement] and additional space requirements needed... HHS has reactivated the
temporary Influx Care Facility (ICF) in Carrizo Springs, Texas, for the placement and care of UC
as necessary and required by law. On February 22, 2021, the first UC arrived safely and were
welcomed by staff," the release said on Monday.
The temporary facility had been closed since late July 2019, the release noted.
The facility will house up to 700 migrant children ages 13 to 17 years old, the release said.
As of February 18, there are currently about 6,800 unaccompanied migrant children under the
care of the Office of Refugee Resettlement.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Sanctions 2 Individuals Tied to Myanmar Military Coup - Treasury
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US government sanctioned two individuals in
connection with the military coup in Myanmar, the Treasury Department said in a statement.
"Today, the US Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
sanctioned two individuals connected to the military apparatus responsible for the coup in
Burma [Myanmar]. Treasury took these actions in response to the Burmese security forces’
killing of peaceful protesters," the release said Monday.
The US sanctioned Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun and General Maung Maung Kyaw, the
release said. Following the coup the Burmese military announced the two men would be
members of the State Administration Council.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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US Senate Advances Nomination of Thomas-Greenfield for UN Ambassador, Will Vote on
Tuesday
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US Senate voted to advance the nomination of
President Joe Biden’s UN Ambassador pick Linda Thomas-Greenfield to the final vote
scheduled to be held on Tuesday.
"The Senate invoked cloture on the nomination of Linda Thomas-Greenfield to be Ambassador
to the United Nations, 75-20," the Senate's press gallery said after the vote on Monday.
The Senate voted to end debate and therefore paved the way for a vote on
Thomas-Greenfield's confirmation.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Observes Moment of Silence in Tribute to O.SMIn Americans Killed By COVID-19
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden paid tribute to more than
500,000 Americans killed by the coronavirus pandemic by observing a moment of silence in
front of the White House and urging fellow countrymen to remember and act.
Accompanied by his wife Jill, Vice President Kamala Harris and her husband Douglas Emhoff,
Biden held the vigil at the South Portico of the presidential residence on Monday, where 500
candles were lit - one to mark every thousand of victims.
“We ask you to join us, to remember so we can heal, to find purpose in the work ahead, to show
that there is light in the darkness. This nation will smile again, this nation will know sunny days
again, this nation will know joy again. And as we do, we will remember each person we have
lost, the lives they lived, the loved ones they left behind,” he said prior to the solemn ceremony.
"We will get through this, I promise you. But my heart aches for those of you who is going
through it right now. May God bless you all, particularly those who have lost someone."
He also asked the Americans to act, remaining vigilant, staying socially distanced, masking up,
getting vaccinated and putting aside political differences.
"We have to fight this together as one people, as the United States of America,” Biden said.
Earlier he ordered all flags on federal properties, including the White House, the Capitol, US
diplomatic missions and military bases abroad, be lowered to half-staff for five days. On
Monday, the death toll in United States topped half a million, surpassing the number of
Americans killed during World War I, World War II and the Vietnam War combined.
Russia’s Embassy in Washington, DC, also lowered the national flag in solidarity with the
American people.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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Biden COVID-19 Bill Passes US House Budget Committee Before Full Vote This Week Reports
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden’s$1.9 trillion COVID-19 bill has
won the backing of the US House Budget Committee, The Hill reported on Monday ahead of a
full vote expected to be taken by the full House of Representatives later this week.
Biden’s relief package for the pandemic bill, dubbed "American Rescue Plan," won the backing
of the Budget Committee in a 19-16 party-line vote with Democrats supporting the US
president’s initiative, the report said.
"I just voted to advance the American Rescue Plan through House Budget Dems, bringing us
one step closer to delivering urgent relief, including: $1,400 checks, funding for vaccines, aid to
families and small biz, support to help schools safely reopen," Jennifer Wexton, a Democrat on
the Budget Committee, said via Twitter.
Biden has made the passing of the $1.9 trillion bill a priority ever since assuming office on
January 20. The initiative comes after two COVID-19 relief packages totaling $4 trillion passed
under his predecessor Donald Trump last year.
While Democrats backing the president are expected to pass the bill later this week in the
House of Representatives, Biden may face problems getting the stimulus through the Senate,
where his party has effectively a one-vote majority against Republicans. The president has
vowed to get the bill signed into law before a slew of emergency unemployment benefits expire
on March 14.
Senate Republican leader Mitch Mcconnell said that the bill "is stuffed with non-COVID-related
liberal goals and more band-aid policies as if the country were going to stay shut down another
year."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Flag Lowered at White House as COVID-19 Death Toll Exceeds Half Million
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The White House lowered the US flag to half-staff for
five days in honor of the more than 500,000 Americans who died from the coronavirus
pandemic.
The commemoration was ordered by President Joe Biden, who issued a proclamation after the
death toll reached the grim milestone surpassing the number of Americans killed during World
War I, World War II and the Vietnam War combined.
"I... hereby order, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United
States, that the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and on
all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all naval vessels
of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the United States and its
Territories and possessions until sunset February 26," Biden announced on Monday.
Biden also ordered the US flag lowered at all "embassies, legations, consular offices and other
facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and stations."
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Biden said he will later hold a moment of silence and a candle-lighting service at the White
House.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Arrests Mexican Drug Kingpin's Wife With Drug Trafficking Charges - Justice Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - Emma Coronel Aispuro, the wife of notorious Mexican
drug kingpin Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman, has been arrested in Virginia and charged for
allegedly being involved in international drug trafficking, the US Justice Department said.
"The wife of Joaquin 'El Chapo' Guzman Loera, leader of a Mexican drug trafficking organization
known as the Sinaloa Cartel, was arrested today in Virginia on charges related to her alleged
involvement in international drug trafficking," the Justice Department said in a press release on
Monday. "Emma Coronel Aispuro, 31, a dual US-Mexican citizen, of Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico,
was arrested today at Dulles International Airport."
Aispuro has been charged with one count of conspiring to distribute one kilogram or more of
heroin, five kilograms or more of cocaine, 1,000 kilograms or more or marijuana, and 500 grams
or more of methamphetamines for unlawful importation into the United States, the release said.
In July 2019, US District Judge Brian Cogan sentenced Guzman to life in prison plus 30 years
and ordered him to pay $12.6 billion in forfeitures. The court convicted Guzman on ten counts,
including narcotics trafficking, using a firearm in furtherance of his drug crimes and participating
in a money laundering conspiracy.
Guzman was a principal leader of the Sinaloa cartel responsible for importing and distributing
vast quantities of cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamine and heroin into the United States.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Orders Lockheed Martin Anti-Ship, Air-to-Surface Missiles Worth Over $840M!n - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US Air Force has ordered more than $843 million
worth of air-to-surface and anti-ship missiles in two orders with Lockheed Martin, the
Department of Defense announced in two press releases.
"Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control, Orlando, Florida, has been awarded a
$428,406,732 firm-fixed-price contract, for 400 Lot 19 Joint Air-to-Surface Standoff Missile Extended Range missiles with containers, training and production preparation," the first release
stated on Monday.
The Defense Department explained that work on the contract will be performed in Orlando,
Florida, and is expected to be completed by July 31,2025.
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Also, Lockheed Martin, Orlando, Florida, has been awarded a $414,251,844 firm-fixed-price
contract, for 137 Lots 4 and 5 Long Range Anti-Ship Missiles, tooling and test equipment," the
second release said.
Work on the anti-ship missiles will be performed in Orlando, Florida; and Troy, Alabama, and is
expected to be completed by March 21,2025, the release added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canadian Parliament Calls on Government to Declare China's Treatment of Uyghurs Genocide
TORONTO, February 22 (Sputnik) - Canada’s House of Commons adopted a non-binding
motion calling on the Trudeau government to declare the actions of the Chinese authorities
against the Uyghurs in Xinjiang province a genocide.
Parliament adopted the motion in a 266-0 vote on Monday with Foreign Affairs Minister Marc
Garneau abstaining on behalf of the government. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and more than
60 members of the governing Liberal Party were absent from the vote.
Canada’s Conservative Bloc Quebecois, New Democrat and Green parties all voted for the
motion as did all five independent parliamentarians.
Conservative Party leader Erin O’Toole, whose party initiated the vote, criticized Trudeau for his
absence from the vote and called on the government to respect the will of Parliament as well as
reiterated his appeal for boycotting the 2022 Winter Olympic Games in Beijing.
However, the unenforceability of the appeal and the Trudeau’s previous comments suggest that
further action on the motion is unlikely. Trudeau has previously cautioned against the liberal use
of the word "genocide," saying that it is a term guided by strict international guidelines and that
misuse of it would weaken the designation.
Garneau said that Canada takes allegations of genocide very seriously but echoed Trudeau’s
calls for an international investigation into the matter.
"The Government of Canada will continue to work with international partners to defend
vulnerable minorities and we once again repeat our call for transparency and a credible
international investigation in response to allegations of genocide. This investigation must be
conducted by an international and independent body so that impartial experts can observe and
report on the situation first-hand," Garneau added.
Chinese ambassador to Canada Cong Peiwu gave an interview over the weekend during which
he denied all of the charges leveled against Beijing. Peiwu maintained that any activities in the
Xianjing province are China’s internal affairs and called for Ottawa not to interfere.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Arrests Mexican Drug Kingpin’s Wife With Drug Trafficking Charges - Justice Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - Emma Coronel Aispuro, the wife of notorious Mexican
drug kingpin Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman, has been arrested in Virginia and charged for
allegedly being involved in international drug trafficking, the US Justice Department said.
"The wife of Joaquin 'El Chapo' Guzman Loera, leader of a Mexican drug trafficking organization
known as the Sinaloa Cartel, was arrested today in Virginia on charges related to her alleged
involvement in international drug trafficking," the Justice Department said in a press release on
Monday. "Emma Coronel Aispuro, 31, a dual US-Mexican citizen, of Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico,
was arrested today at Dulles International Airport."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Over 5,000 US National Guard Troops Remain on Duty at US Capitol - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - More than 5,000 National Guard troops remain on duty
at the US Capitol, Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby told reporters.
"Today we have 5,279 [National Guard members]," Kirby said during a press briefing on
Monday.
Kirby also said that the US authorities did not request the Defense Department to change the
level of National Guard presence on Capitol Hill.
On January 6, a group of supporters of former President Donald Trump entered the Capitol to
protest lawmakers accepting electoral slates from several US states that Trump has claimed are
invalid and robbed him of election victory. A policeman and a Trump supporter were killed in the
incident.
Democrats in the US House of Representatives impeached Trump for the second time for
inciting insurrection and together with some Republicans called in some 27,000 National Guard
troops to protect Washington, DC during the inauguration of new President Joe Biden. A
significant number of troops remained in Washington during the impeachment proceedings and
beyond.
Trump was acquitted in the Senate and denies the charge, saying he publically called on his
supporters that day to protest peacefully and patriotically and called the crowd to go home as
soon as reports of unrest were broadcast. Trump also refuses to concede losing to Biden.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Trump Slams Supreme Court For Not Shielding His Tax Records - Statement
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - Former President Donald Trump issued a statement in
which he slammed the US Supreme Court for not blocking New York prosecutors from obtaining
his tax records.
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Earlier on Monday, US Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer declined to issue a stay for a
lower court ruling in favor of former President Donald Trump disclosing his tax returns to a New
York grand jury.
"The Supreme Court never should have let this 'fishing expedition' happen, but they did," Trump
said on Monday. "This is something which has never happened to a President before, it is all
Democrat-inspired in a totally Democrat location, New York City and State, completely
controlled and dominated by a heavily reported enemy of mine, Governor Andrew Cuomo."
Trump further said the New York Attorney General’s investigation is a continuation of the
greatest political with hunt in US history, adding that the probe is similar to practices in Third
World countries and represents a threat to the foundation of liberty in the United States. Trump
also re-iterated his stance that the 2020 US presidential election was rigged and stolen from
him.
Monday's decision significantly weakens Trump’s ability to protect his tax returns from the grand
jury subpoena, barring further - but unlikely - US Supreme Court interventions in the case.
New York City District Attorney Cyrus Vance is seeking Trump's tax returns dating back to 2011.
Trump has contended that an August 2019 grand jury subpoena to his accounting form Mazars
USA to provide his tax returns was overly broad and issued in bad faith.
Last summer, the Supreme Court rejected Trump’s earlier request to block the order, claiming
that his position as US president did not shield him from complying with the subpoena.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
New York City to Reopen Cinemas on March 5 at 25% of Capacity - Cuomo
NEW YORK, February 22 (Sputnik) - Movie theaters in New York City will reopen next month at
25 percent of their capacity, with a maximum of 50 people in the house, New York State
Governor Andrew Cuomo announced in a statement in lifting a ban imposed since last year’s
coronavirus outbreak.
"Movie theaters in New York City can reopen on March 5 at 25 percent capacity, with no more
than 50 people per screen," Cuomo said via Twitter on Monday. "Assigned seating, social
distancing and other health precautions will be in place."
Last week, Cuomo said that indoor family entertainment centers, such as arcades, trampoline
parks and laser tag facilities, could reopen beginning March 26 and that outdoor amusement
parks will be able to return April 9 at limited capacity.
Cuomo has repeatedly said that New York has seen the end of its post-holiday coronavirus
spike, while simultaneously warning that the emergence of associated virus strains, like the
B.1.1.7 first identified in the United Kingdom, could derail the state’s progress in the battle
against the pandemic.
New York is reporting a weekly average of 7,400 coronavirus cases daily, a more than 13
percent decline compared with a week ago and the state’s lowest average since the beginning
of December, according to an analysis of data compiled by Johns Hopkins University.
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This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US COVID-19 Death Toll Surpasses 500,000 - Johns Hopkins University
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States has become the first country in the
world to reach the grim milestone of 500,000 deaths from the novel coronavirus disease
(COVID-19), John Hopkins University data showed.
The US death toll now stands at 500,071, and health officials in the country have reported that
more than 28 million people have tested positive for COVI D-19, the data showed on Monday.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canada’s Top Diplomat Calls for End to Violence in DRC After Italian Envoy Assassinated
TORONTO, February 22 (Sputnik) - Canada’s Foreign Minister Marc Garneau called for an end
of the violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) after the Italian ambassador to that
country and two members of an international delegation travelling with him were assassinated.
Earlier on Monday, the World Food Program (WFP) said three people were killed, including
Italian Ambassador Luca Attanasio in an attack on a delegation traveling in the North Kivu
province to visit a WFP school feeding program in the town of Rutshuru.
"Canada is saddened and shocked by the attack in Eastern DRC that claimed the lives of Italian
Ambassador Luca Attanasio and two others. Our condolences go out to the loved ones of the
Italian and Congolese victims. We must put an end to the violence that continues in the DRC,"
Garneau said on Monday via Twitter.
North Kivu, located next to the border with Rwanda and Uganda, is a home province of the
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) group that brings together Islamic extremists and forces
opposed to longtime Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni. The ADF has operated in the
province since the late 1990s. In 2017, the group swore allegiance to the Islamic State terror
group (banned in Russia).
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
NASA Evaluating Possible Overland Journeys for Mars Rover to Visit - Mission Scientist
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - NASA engineers are now evaluating different locations
for the Perseverance rover to investigate following its successful soft landing on Mars last week,
mission directors at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena, California, told reporters.
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"It is our major focus right now: What do we want to do? where do we want to go?"
Perseverance Deputy Project Scientist Ken Williford said during a press conference on Monday.
"We ended up right on this major geologic feature two differently mapped units."
Williford noted that Perseverance was successfully dropped by parachute right beside the
Jezero Crater, a noted geological feature.
"One of the big questions for us is what is that crater made from? Sedimentary rocks? Igneous
rocks?" Williford said.
Earlier on Monday, NASA made public the first video of Perseverance landing on Mars. The
video shows the deployment of the mission's parachute and its touchdown on the Martian
surface beneath a blue-grey sky.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Two-State Solution Best for Israel, Blinken Tells Israeli Counterpart - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told Israeli
Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi that the Biden administration sees the two-state solution to the
conflict with the Palestinians as the best way to ensure Israel’s future, State Department
spokesman Ned Price said.
"The Secretary ... emphasized the Biden Administration's belief that the two-state solution is the
best way to ensure Israel’s future as a Jewish and democratic state, living in peace alongside a
viable and democratic Palestinian state," Price said in a statement on Monday.
Price added that Blinken and Ashkenazi discussed regional security challenges and the
importance of continued cooperation in addressing them.
Blinken also reiterated the US commitment to oppose “unfair, one-sided actions against Israel in
the multilateral arena.” Both top diplomats acknowledged “the steadfast partnership” between
the two countries, Price said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canadian Parliament Calls on Government to Declare China's Treatment of Uyghurs Genocide
TORONTO, February 22 (Sputnik) - Canada’s House of Commons adopted a non-binding
motion calling on the Trudeau government to declare the actions of Chinese authorities against
the Uyghur population in Xinjiang a genocide.
Canada’s parliament adopted the motion in 266-0 vote on Monday.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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Blinken Offers Condolences to Italian Counterpart Over Death of Envoy to DRC - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Antony Blinken in a phone
conversation with his Italian counterpart Luigi Di Maio expressed condolences for the death of
the Italian Ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in an attack on a UN
Convoy, Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said in a statement.
Earlier on Monday, unidentified combatants attacked a World Food Program (WFP) convoy
traveling in the DRC’s North Kivu province to visit a feeding program in a school in the town of
Rutshuru. Italian Ambassador Luca Attanasio, an employee at the Italian Embassy and a WFP
driver were killed in the incident.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken spoke with Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio today to
express his deepest condolences for the tragic death of the Italian Ambassador to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and two others in an attack on a World Food Program
convoy,” Price said on Monday.
Price also said Blinken and Maio also discussed the two countries’ shared support for the
Global Coalition to Defeat the Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia] and for the new
unified interim authority in Libya.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Concerned Over Iran Plans to Stop Implementing Additional Protocol - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned about Iran’s stated
intention to stop implementation the voluntary Additional Protocol outlined in the 2015 nucleer
agreement, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) this week, US
State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization (AEOI) informed the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) on Sunday that it will stop the implementation of the voluntary measures regarding
inspections as stated in the nuclear agreement.
"We are, of course, concerned to hear that Iran intends to cease implementation of the
additional protocol measures this week,” Price told reporters on Monday.
Price lauded the IAEA for its continued engagement with Iran, adding that the United States
supports IAEA Director General Rafael Grossi’s efforts on this issue. Grossi visited Tehran over
the weekend to discuss Iran’s decision to limit IAEA inspections of its nuclear sites. Iran had
threatened to suspend all inspections by February 23 if the US sanctions were not lifted by
Monday.
Iran and the IAEA were ultimately able to strike a temporary deal, according to which Tehran will
continue to fully implement the Safeguards Agreement with the IAEA past February 23,
although in a limited capacity
Following the meetings, Russia called on all parties to the JCPOA as well as the United States
to act immediately in order to save the nuclear agreement. Russian Foreign Ministry
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spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said in a statement on Monday that some room for a revival of
the full functionality of the nuclear agreement.
In 2015, Iran signed the JCPOA with the P5+1 group of countries (the United States, China,
France, Russia, the United Kingdom - plus Germany) and the European Union. The agreement
required Iran to scale back its nuclear program and downgrade its uranium reserves in
exchange for sanctions relief, including lifting the arms embargo five years after the agreement's
adoption. In 2018, the United States withdrew from the JCPOA and re-imposed sanctions
against Iran, prompting Tehran to largely abandon its obligations under the accord.
In December, Iran passed a law to increase its uranium enrichment and stop UN inspections of
its nuclear sites in response to the killing of nuclear physicist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh. At the start
of January, Iran's atomic energy organization announced that the country had succeeded in
enriching uranium at 20 percent at the Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
White House Anticipates Backlog of Vaccine Doses to Be Delivered by Mid-Week - Official
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration expects all backlog vaccine
doses to be delivered by the middle of the week following the disruption caused by the winter
storms, White House coronavirus response adviser Andy Slavitt told reporters.
"I reported on Friday that we would catch up on deliveries by the end of this week,” Slavitt said
on Monday. "We now anticipate that all backlogged doses will be delivered by mid week.”
One third of the coronavirus vaccine doses delayed amid the winter storms in the US have been
delivered and the White House expects to fully catch up on vaccine distribution this week, Press
Secretary Jen Psaki said earlier on Monday.
According to the press secretary, the administration has already managed to deliver 2 million of
the 6 million delayed vaccine doses.
This month’s mass power outages and road closures were triggered by severe winter storms in
the US. Texas was the most hard-hit, with US President Joe Biden having approved a major
disaster declaration for the state this weekend.
The federal government has also approved emergency declarations for Oklahoma and
Louisiana.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik)
ROCKET ATTACK IN BAGHDAD
* Two rockets hit Bagdad’s walled-off Green Zone that houses embassies and government
buildings on Monday, the Iraqi military said.
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* The US-led coalition in Iraq suffered no damages or injuries upon the rockets hitting
Baghdad's Green Zone, spokesman Wayne Marotto said.
* The United States is still working to determine who is responsible for the rocket attack in the
Iraqi city of Erbil, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
NORD STREAM 2
* The U nited States continues to review entities that may be involved in sanctionable activity
related to the construction of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, State Department spokesperson Ned
Price said on Monday.
* The European Union's foreign ministers discussed the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline project, but
the topic was not among the main issues that were covered, European Commission spokesman
Peter Stano told RIA Novosti.
* The US Treasury added Russia's Fortuna pipe-laying vessel and its owner KVT-RUS to yet
another sanction regime intended to prevent the completion of the Nord Stream 2 gas-exporting
rout.
EU EXPANDS SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA
* The European Union's foreign ministers agreed on Monday to expand sanctions against
Russia over the situation with Russian opposition figure Alexey Navalny, EU foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell said.
* The decision of the European Union's foreign ministers to prepare new sanctions against
Russia is disappointing, the Russian Foreign Ministry said on Monday.
SITUATION IN GEORGIA
* The Georgian parliament on Monday approved the new government led by Prime Minister
Irakli Garibashvili by a majority of votes.
ITALIAN AMBASSADOR KILLED IN DRC
* Italian Ambassador to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) Luca Attanasio died after
militants attacked the UN convoy he war riding in, the Italian Foreign Ministry said on Monday.
* The United Nations World Food Program (WFP) said that it would cooperate with the Italian
authorities to establish the details of the attack on the UN convoy in the DRC.
* UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called on the DRC to swiftly investigate the attack in
which the Italian ambassador to that country and two other people were killed.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Blinken Wslcomes EU Decision to Sanction Russia Over Navalny Situation - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has welcomed
the decision of the European Union to slap sanctions against Russia under the human rights
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sanctions regime over the situation with Russian opposition figure Alexey Navalny, State
Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout on Monday.
Earlier in the day, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said that the bloc agreed to expand
sanctions against Moscow over the situation with Navalny during.
"The Secretary welcomed the Eli’s decision to impose sanctions against Russia under the
human rights sanctions regime in response to actions taken against Aleksey Navalny and his
supporters," Price said.
The Russian Foreign Ministry said the decision is disappointing. The ministry added that
Moscow considers calls to release Navalny unacceptable and unlawful.
In addition, the ministry accused the EU of interfering in Russia's internal affairs over the threat
of new sanctions.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Austin to Conduct His 1st Trip as US Defense Secretary This \Afeek - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin will travel to the
states of Colorado and California this week as he begins his first trip in that position,
Department of Defense spokesperson John Kirby said in a press briefing on Monday.
"Secretary Austin will be making his first trip as Secretary of Defense this week, he'll travel to
Colorado on Wednesday to visit with the US Northern Command, and then to California to see
the first active-duty team supporting one of [Federal Emergency Management Agency's] mega
vaccination site," Kirby said.
The next day, Austin will head to San Diego, where he will join US Chief of Naval Operations
Michael Gilday to visit the USS Nimitz as the supercarrier prepares to rerun to Bremerton,
Washington, after a ten-month deployment in the Persian Gulf.
Austin will also visit two US Navy vaccination sites on the base on North Island to see the
service’s work on expanding vaccine availability to sailors, Kirby added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Still Determining Precise Attribution for Recent Rocket Attacks in Iraq - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States is still working to determine who is
responsible for the rocket attack in the Iraqi city of Erbil, US State Department spokesperson
Ned Price said on Monday.
"When it comes to the attack in Erbil, I would just add that we are still determining precise
attribution, but we have stated before that we will hold Iran responsible for the actions of its
proxies that attack Americans," Price said during a press briefing.
Price pointed out that at the Biden administration will avoid lashing out in response to the recent
rocket attacks to avoid the risk of causing an escalation that will destabilize Iraq.
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Price also said the recent rocket attacks, including the latest attack on Monday, outraged the
United States, and added that broadly speaking, many of the rocket attacks use
Iranian-supplied weapons.
On February 15, a dozen rockets hit the Erbil Air Base in Iraqi Kurdistan, killing a civilian
contractor and hurting nine other people. A Shiite militant group reportedly claimed responsibility
for the attack.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Missile Attack in Baghdad Under Investigation, Not Attributed Yet - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US military is yet to identify militants behind recent
rocket attacks in the Iraqi capital and would not prejudge an ongoing investigation, Defense
Department spokesperson John Kirby told reporters on Monday.
“As for these particular attacks, again, we haven’t gotten into specific attribution. So I don’t want
to get ahead of the investigative process,” Kirby said when asked during a press briefing about
Iran’s possible involvement.
Earlier on Monday, the Iraqi military said two rockets hit Baghdad's heavily fortified Green Zone,
where foreign embassies including the US diplomatic mission are housed, without causing
casualties. Another projectile struck the nearby residential Al-Harithiya neighborhood, resulting
in limited material damage.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Reviewing Potentially Sanctionable Entities Tied to Nord Stream 2 - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States continues to review entities that
may be involved in sanctionable activity related to the construction of the Nord Stream 2
pipeline, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Monday.
"We continue to examine entities involved in potentially sanctionable activity," Price said in a
press briefing. "We have been clear that companies risk sanctions if they are involved in Nord
Stream 2."
Price explained there are more than 15 companies that are not subject to US sanctions because
they have shown efforts to wind down activities related to the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.
On Friday, the Biden administration submitted a report to Congress about its assessment of
sanctionable activities related to the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, Price said.
Nord Stream 2, a planned 745-mile-long twin pipeline that will carry nearly 2 trillion cubic feet of
gas annually from Russia to Germany, is subject to US pressure, as Washington is viewing it as
a threat to the energy security of Europe and Ukraine.
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Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Still Determining Precise Attribution for Recent Rocket Attacks in Iraq - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States is still working to determine who is
responsible for the rocket attack in the Iraqi city of Erbil, State Department spokesperson Ned
Price said on Monday.
"When it comes to the attack in Erbil, I would just add that we are still determining precise
attribution, but we have stated before that we will hold Iran responsible for the actions of its
proxies that attack Americans," Price said in a press briefing.
Price added that the Biden administration will avoid lashing out in response to the recent rocket
attacks to avoid the risk of causing an escalation that will destabilize Iraq.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Reviewing Potentially Sanctionable Entities Tied to Nord Stream 2 - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States continues to review entities that may
be involved in sanctionable activity related to the construction of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline,
State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Monday.
"We continue to examine entities involved in potentially sanctionable activity," Price said in a
press briefing. "We have been clear that companies risk sanctions if they are involved in Nord
Stream 2."
Price added that there are more than 15 companies that are not subject to US sanctions
because they have shown efforts to wind down activities related to the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Must Hold Police Who Violate Constitution Accountable - Attorney General Nominee
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - All US police officers must be held accountable for any
civil rights violations, federal judge Merrick Garland told the Senate Judiciary Committee in
hearings on his nomination as the next Attorney General on Monday.
"Police accountability is an essential element of a police department to have credibility with the
community," Garland said. "Police officers who violate the constitution must be held
accountable."
Garland, who successfully prosecuted white supremacist Timothy McVeigh for blowing up the
Federal Building in Oklahoma City in 1995, killing 168 people including 19 children said that
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since then he had developed strong concerns about the use and abuse of the death penalty in
the United States. McVeigh was executed by lethal injection in 2001.
"I supported the death penalty for McVeigh. I don't have any regret. But I have developed
concerns about the death penalty since then because of how seldom it's applied and because of
the disproportionate way it is applied to African Americans and other communities of color.
Those give concerns give me pause," he said.
Garland said that the death penalty was constitutional but it was not required. He said he would
not oppose a policy by the president to put a moratorium on all federal death sentences and
added that it was within the president's authority to do so should he choose to.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Justice Department Should Never Target Political Critics - Attorney General Nominee
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US Department of Justice should never be used to
target political critics and opponents of any persuasion, federal judge Merrick Garland told the
Senate Judiciary Committee in a confirmation hearing for his appointment as attorney general
on Monday.
"It is totally inappropriate for the Department [of Justice] to target any individual for their politics
or their position in a campaign. ... and it is my job to ensure that that is the case," Garland said.
Garland also said President Joe Biden in their discussions about him taking the job had made
clear that the attorney general would have full, independent discretion about whom to
investigate and prosecute for alleged crimes and that the president had never raised the issue
of whether his own son Hunter Biden should or should not be investigated.
In 2016, Garland was nominated by President Barack Obama for the Supreme Court but the
Republican majority controlling the Senate refused to let his nomination be discussed until
Obama left office.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Designates Russian Pipe-Laying Vessel, Owner - Treasury
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US Treasury on Monday added Russia’s Fortuna
pipe-laying vessel and its owner KVT-RUS to yet another sanction regime intended to prevent
the completion of the Nord Stream 2 gas-exporting rout.
Both the Russian-flagged vessel and the company were designated under Protecting Europe’s
Energy Security Act (PEESA) in addition to Countering America's Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) used against them earlier, according to a Treasury statement.
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Nord Stream 2, a planned 745-mile-long twin pipeline that will carry nearly 2 trillion cubic feet of
gas annually from Russia to Germany, is subject to US pressure, as Washington is viewing it as
a threat to the energy security of Europe and Ukraine.
The White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki told reporters on Monday that US President Joe
Biden remains adamant in its opposition to the project and contemplates both sanctions and a
dialogue with European allies in an attempt to stop it.
"President Biden’s view remains that Nord Stream 2 is a bad deal. It’s a bad deal because it
divides Europe, it exposes Ukraine and Central Europe to Russian manipulations and because
it goes against Europe's own stated energy and security bills, which I think is a shared concern,"
she said during a press briefing.
She said the US is continuing to monitor activity to complete or to certify the pipeline and if such
activity takes place will make a determination on applicability of sanctions.
"And sanctions are only one of many important tools to ensure energy security. We are also
going to work with our allies and partners to reinforce European energy security to safeguard
against the sort of predatory behavior we have warned against," Psaki added.
Last week, the Handelsblatt reported that the United States is already in talks with Germany on
the future of the project offering it to devise a "stoppage mechanism" for Nord Stream 2 in the
event of violations of human rights by Russia and to reinforce guarantees to Ukraine that it will
remain a supplier of energy resources to the European Union.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Envoy to Visit Gulf States for Talks on Ending Conflict in Yemen - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US Special Envoy for Yemen Timothy Lenderking is
heading to several Gulf countries this week for meetings with senior officials on bringing the
Yemeni conflict to its end, the State Department announced in a release on Monday.
"US Special Envoy for Yemen Timothy Lenderking will travel to several Gulf countries from
February 22 to March 3," the release said. "He will meet with senior government officials in the
region and UN Special Envoy for Yemen Martin Griffiths. US Special Envoy Lenderking's
discussions will focus on the United States’ dual-track approach to end the conflict in Yemen: a
lasting political solution and humanitarian relief for the Yemeni people."
Griffiths has started his visit to Saudi Arabia in an attempt to negotiate a nationwide ceasefire in
Yemen, United Nations spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a press briefing on Monday.
Earlier in the month, violent clashes erupted over the rebel Houthi movement's attempts to
advance toward Marib's Sirwah district, home to a strategically important military camp of the
Yemeni government troops located 30 kilometers (18.6 miles) away from the provincial capital.
President Joe Biden announced earlier that the war in Yemen must end, retracted US support
for any offensive military operations in the country and revoked the Trump administration
decision to blacklist the Houthis' opposition movement as a global terrorist group.
Yemen has been gripped by a civil war between the Yemeni government forces, led by
President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi, and the Houthi movement since 2014. The Saudi-led
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coalition of Arab states entered the conflict on the side of the government in 2015, after the
Houthis made significant gains during the early days of clashes.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Supreme Court Agrees to Review Trump's 'Public Charge' Immigration Rule
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US Supreme Court on Monday agreed to review a
Trump-era policy which denies permanent status to immigrants likely to use government
benefits.
The court granted the petition for a writ of certiorari - which is a request to review a lower court
case - regarding a legal dispute between the Department of Homeland Security and the states
of New York, Connecticut and Vermont as well as immigrants’ rights groups.
The Trump rule calls for denying permanent residency status to immigrants who are likely to use
public benefits such as food stamps, Medicaid, and housing vouchers.
However, the "public charge" law is likely to be overturned by sitting US President Joe Biden.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Virginia Governor Set to Sign Legislation Into Law to Abolish Death Penalty - Statement
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - Virginia Governor Ralph Northam said on Monday that
he is set to sign legislation into law to ban the death penalty in his state.
"Thanks to the vote of lawmakers in both chambers, Virginia will join 22 other [US] states that
have ended use of the death penalty. This is an important step forward in ensuring that our
criminal justice system is fair and equitable to all," Northam said in a joint statement with the
leading Democrats in the state's legislature.
Earlier in February, Virginia's state legislator passed a measure to ban the death penalty in the
state, sending it to the governor's desk to be signed into law.
The legislation would replace the death penalty with a sentence of life in prison without the
possibility of parole.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
European Allies Await Iran Response After Invitation to New Nuclear Talks - White House
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The Europeans are awaiting an answer from Iran after
they invited the country to participate in new nuclear-related talks, White House spokesperson
Jen Psaki said in a press briefing on Monday.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/23/2021 11:07:12 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/23/2021 11:07:12 AM

"Where it really stands right now is the Europeans issued the invitation and they are waiting for
a response from the Iranians," Psaki said.
On Sunday, Iran Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said Tehran is considering the EU
proposal to hold an informal meeting between the co-signers of the 2015 nuclear agreement
formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), including the United
States. Araghchi added that there was a chance of reviving the nuclear agreement after new US
President Joe Biden assumed office.
Araghchi’s comment came after US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on
Thursday that the United States would accept an invitation to attend a meeting with other P5 +1
countries - Russia, China, France and the United Kingdom - plus Germany as well as Iran to
discuss Tehran's nuclear program.
In 2015, Iran signed the JCPOA with the P5+1 group of countries and the European Union. The
agreement required Iran to scale back its nuclear program and downgrade its uranium reserves
in exchange for sanctions relief, including lifting the arms embargo five years after the deal's
adoption. The Trump administration exited the agreement in 2018 and reinstated sanctions
against Iran.
Iran passed a law in December to increase its uranium enrichment and stop United Nations
inspections of its nuclear sites in response to the killing of nuclear physicist Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh. Iran's atomic energy organization announced in early January that the country had
succeeded in enriching uranium to 20 percent at the Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US to Lower Flags on Federal Properties as COVID-19 Deaths Top Half Million - White House
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will order flags displayed on
federal property across the United States to be lowered at half staff in memory of the half a
million Americans who died as a result of the COVID-19, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki
told reporters on Monday.
"President Biden will... order all flags on federal property to be lowered at half staff for the next
five days," Psaki said during a press briefing.
Biden and the First Lady as well as Vice President Kamala Harris and the Second Gentleman
plan to mark the grim milestone by attending a candle-lighting ceremony at sundown and asking
all Americans to join in a moment of silence.
Psaki added that Biden will also deliver remarks to highlight the magnitude of loss and speak "to
the power of the American people to turn the tide on this pandemic by working together,
following public health guidelines and getting in line to be vaccinated as soon as they are
eligible."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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US-Led Coalition Reports No Damages After Rockets Strike Baghdad's Green Zone Spokesman
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US-led coalition in Iraq suffered no damages or
injuries as rockets struck the Green Zone in Baghdad, where foreign embassies including the
American Embassy are housed, its spokesman Wayne Marotto said on Monday.
"SecMedCell reports that two rockets fell on the Green Zone w/o causing casualties at 1925
Baghdad time. [Coalition] reports no damages or injuries,” Marrotto said via Twitter.
The Iraqi military said earlier on Monday that two rockets hit Baghdad's Green Zone without
causing any casualties. It later said a third rocket struck the nearby residential Al-Harithiya
neighborhood, causing limited material damages. The rockets were fired from the Al-Saiam
neighbrohood (Al-Topji), it added.
The Green Zone and the nearby international airport are frequently targeted by rocket strikes.
The US embassy came under an attack in December, causing no casualties.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Creates Exclusive Pathway for Small Businesses to Get COVID-19 Loans
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden on Monday created an
exclusive pathway for small businesses, which account for nearly half of the American economy,
to apply and get loans over the next two weeks amid the continued crush from the coronavirus
pandemic.
"Small businesses are hurting and they need help now,” Biden said in an announcement
telecast by the White House.
His administration added in a statement that it was instituting a 14-day period, starting
Wednesday, during which only businesses with fewer than 20 employees could apply for relief
through the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), which began under former president Donald
Trump.
"Small businesses account for 44 percent of US GDP, create two-thirds of net new jobs, and
employ nearly half of America’s workers,” the administration said. “Now, millions of main street
small businesses - especially Black- and Brown-owned small businesses - are struggling to
make ends meet in the wake of the COVI D-19 pandemic and resulting economic crisis.”
The PPP was at the cornerstone of the recovery plan put in place nearly a year ago to rescue
the American economy from the debilitating impact of the COVI D-19. Under the plan, Congress
issued two tranches of stimulus, totaling about $4 trillion, that approved, among other things,
paycheck protection and even personal aid for most Americans.
Biden, who came to office on January 20, has made the passing of an additional stimulus of
$1.9 trillion his top priority. The plan is expected to be presented to Congress before the end of
February.
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In Monday’s statement, the White House said delivering "equitable relief” to hard-hit small
businesses was its top priority.
“Compared to the same point in the program last year, the share of funding going to small
businesses with fewer than ten employees is up nearly 60 percent,” it said. “The share of
funding going to small businesses in rural areas is up nearly 30 percent. The share of funding
distributed through Community Development Financial Institutions and Minority Depository
Institutions is up more than 40 percent.”
The White House also said it was eliminating an exclusionary restriction in PPP that prevented
small business owners with prior non-fraud felony convictions or those who delinquent on their
federal student loans from obtaining relief.
Non-citizen small business owners who were lawful residents could also use their Individual
Taxpayer Identification Numbers to apply for relief, it added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Dominion Suing My Pillow CEO for $1.3Bln Over Voter Fraud Allegations - Court Documents
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - Dominion Voting Systems has filed a lawsuit against
My Pillow CEO Michael Lindell seeking $1.3 billion in damages for his allegations that the
company was involved in election fraud, a court document revealed on Monday.
"Dominion respectfully requests that the Court enter an award of not less than $1,303,470,000
and judgment in its favor," the court document said.
The lawsuit accuses Lindell of falsely claiming "with actual malice" that Dominion rigged the
2020 US presidential election by using algorithms to manipulate votes, the court documents
said.
In January, Dominion Voting Systems filed defamation lawsuits seeking $1.3 billion in damages
from former President Donald Trump’s lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, and Republican lawyer Sidney
Powell over similar claims of election fraud against the company.
Former President Donald Trump and his lawyers have alleged massive election and voter fraud
in several US states, including using deceased voters’ identities to cast ballots in favor of his
Democratic rival, Joe Biden.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Envoy to Visit Gulf States for Talks on Ending Conflict in Yemen - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US Special Envoy for Yemen Timothy Lenderking is
heading to several Gulf countries this week for meetings with senior officials on bringing the
Yemeni conflict to its end, the State Department announced in a release on Monday.
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"US Special Envoy for Yemen Timothy Lenderking will travel to several Gulf countries from
February 22 to March 3," the release said. "He will meet with senior government officials in the
region and UN Special Envoy for Yemen Martin Griffiths. US Special Envoy Lenderking’s
discussions will focus on the United States’ dual-track approach to end the conflict in Yemen: a
lasting political solution and humanitarian relief for the Yemeni people."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Supreme Court to Review Trump Policy on Immigrants Likely to Use Residency Benefits
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US Supreme Court on Monday it will conduct a
judicial review of a Trump-era policy that rejects immigrants likely to form a dependency on
government benefits from obtaining permanent residency in the United States.
"The petition for a writ of certiorari is granted," the Supreme Court said in an unsigned order,
agreeing to review the legal dispute between the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and
the states of New York, Connecticut and Vermont as well as immigrants’ rights groups.
Lower courts were divided about the Trump-era DHS plan to expand the definition of the
so-called "public charge" to include non-cash benefits, such as federal medical care and
housing assistance and petitioned the US Supreme Court for a writ of certiorari, or a review of
the case.
However, some legal analysts have cautioned that it remains to be seen whether the case will
ever be heard as the expanded public charge guidelines are likely to be overturned by the
current Biden administration.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
European Allies Await Iran Response After Invitation to New Nuclear Talks - White House
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The Europeans are awaiting an answer from Iran after
they invited the country to participate in new nuclear-related talks, White House spokesperson
Jen Psaki said in a press briefing on Monday.
“Where it really stands right now is the Europeans issued the invitation and they are waiting for
a response from the Iranians,” Psaki said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UN Special Envoy Visits Saudi Arabia in Bid to Negotiate Ceasefire in Yemen - Spokesperson
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UNITED NATIONS, February 22 (Sputnik) - UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths has started his
visit to Saudi Arabia in an attempt to negotiate a nationwide ceasefire in Yemen, United Nations
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a press briefing on Monday.
"Special Envoy Martin Griffiths is in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, today, where he's expected to meet in
the next few days with Yemeni and Saudi officials and diplomats," Dujarric said. "This visit is
part of his efforts to achieve a nationwide ceasefire, alleviate the suffering of Yemeni people and
resume the political process."
Earlier in the month, violent clashes erupted over the rebel Houthi movement’s attempts to
advance toward Marib's Sirwah district, home to a strategically important military camp of the
Yemeni government troops located 30 kilometers (18.6 miles) away from the provincial capital.
Yemen has been engulfed in an armed conflict between the government forces led by President
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi and the Houthi rebels since 2014. A coalition of states led by Saudi
Arabia launched a military operation to support the Hadi-ied government in 2015. The Houthis
continue to maintain control over a vast part of the country's north, including of the capital
Sanaa.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Guterres Urges DRC to Swiftly Probe Attack on UN Joint Mission, Killing of Italian Envoy
UNITED NATIONS, February 22 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called on
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to swiftly investigate the attack in which the Italian
ambassador to that country and two other people were killed earlier on Monday.
"The Secretary-General calls on the government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to
investigate swiftly this heinous targeting of a United Nations joint field mission and to bring the
perpetrators to justice," Dujarric said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Google Lifts Ban on Political Advertisements on Its Platforms - Reports
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - Google resumes political advertising on its platforms
since Wednesday lifting a ban imposed after last month's unrest at the US Capitol, the news
website Axios reported.
Google announced the move in emails sent to its partners earlier on Monday, the report said.
The ban, in effect since January 13, barred advertisers from running any political
advertisements "referencing candidates, the election, its outcome, the upcoming presidential
inauguration, the ongoing presidential impeachment process, violence at the US Capitol, or
future planned protests on these topics,” the report added.
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On January 6, a group of supporters of former President Donald Trump entered the Capital in
an attempt to protest the lawmakers' acceptance of electoral slates form several contested US
states that Trump claims are invalid and robbed him of election victory. During the incident, one
police officer and a Trump supporter were killed.
Face book, the biggest social media platform for political advertising, still retains a ban put in
place ahead of the election, according to the report.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US House Committees to Hold Hearing on SolarWinds Hack February 26 - Notice
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The US House Oversight and Homeland Security
committees announced on Monday that they will hold a joint hearing on February 26 regarding
the role of private tech in the hacking of the computer company SolarWinds.
"On Friday February 26, 2021, at 9 am ET, the Committee on Oversight and Reform and the
Committee on Homeland Security will host a joint remote hearing on 'Weathering the Storm:
The Role of Private Tech in the SolarWinds Breach and Ongoing Campaign,"’ the committees
said in a hearing notice.
Lawmakers will examine the role of the private sector in preventing, investigating, and
remediating the SolarWinds breach, including the need to strengthen cybersecurity across the
federal government networks.
The key witnesses at the hearing will include SolarWinds President and CEO Sudhakar
Ramakrishna, former SolarWinds CEO Kevin Thompson, Fire Eye CEO Kevin Mandia, and
Microsoft President Brad Smith.
Last week, US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan told CNN the United States is weeks
away from taking the first steps in response to the SolarWinds hacking attack that has usually
been attributed to Russia.
US officials say that Russian hackers are likely behind the massive cyberattack that targeted
numerous US federal government entities and companies. Intruders reportedly used corrupted
SolarWinds software to install malicious programs.
Russia has denied the allegations and said they are groundless.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Israel Opposition Leader Lapid Promises to Disengage Country From US Domestic Politics
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - Israel’s opposition leader Yair Lapid on Monday
accused Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of straining the country’s relations with the new
Biden administration in the United States by affiliating "way too much” with the Republican Party
and promised to disengage the country from US domestic politics if he wins in the May election.
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Lapid, who according to the polls has the best chance to unseat Netanyahu among all
contenders for the prime minister position, lashed out at the incumbent prime minister for
initiating an open conflict with the Obama-Biden administration in 2015 when he addressed
Congress in an attempt to prevent the Iranian nuclear agreement form being signed.
"Prime Minister Netanayhu has made a mistake of affiliating himself way too much with the
Republican Party, starting his conflict with President Obama and the administration in 2015,
which escalated to his speech in Congress and then in ways becoming some sort of a branch...
not even [of] a Republican Party... [but] a certain part of the Republican Party,” Lapid said
during the virtual conference at the Brookings Institution.
It is the place of an Israeli prime minister for such involvement and the next Israeli leader needs
to go back to make Israel acceptable to "both sides of the aisle,” Lapid added.
According to Lapid, anger and resentment at Obama’s White House prevented Israel from
becoming a party to the multilateral talks on the Iranian nuclear problem and now that the 2015
nuclear agreement - formally known as Joint Comprehensive Plan on Action (JCPOA) - will
likely be revisited given that it is vital for the country to reclaim its place at the negotiating table.
"Part of the obstacles that were created after Prime Minister Netanyahu’s speech at Congress in
2015 is that we were not even near the table, where decisions were made, because of the
anger, the resentment prevented us from being there. Even the kind of intelligence only Israel
has was not on the table while discussing the details of the JCPOA,” Lapid said.
The opposition leader also said the first goal for Israel is to be around discussing with the Biden
administration, showing them what Israel has and thinks.
However, Lapid agreed with Netanyahu’c assessment that the 2015 nuclear agreement with
Iran was not the best solution and needs to be improved.
In response to an announcement that the Biden administration is willing to negotiate with Iran a
United States’ return to the agreement, Netanyahu said last week the accord paves the way for
Iran to obtaining a nuclear arsenal. The Prime Minister’s Office said in a statement that Israel is
in close contact with the United States on this matter.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Wants Higher Capital Gains Tax, Not Wealth Tax - US Treasury Sec Yeilen
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden is keen on raising taxes on capital
gains without taxing the wealth of individual Americans, US Treasury Secretary Janet Yeilen
said on Monday.
"A wealth tax has been discussed but it's not something that President Biden has come out in
favor of,” Yeilen said in a live-streamed discussion hosted by the New York Times’s Dealbook.
The treasury secretary said a financial-transactions tax was also something the administration
was not too keen on, as one would have to examine closely what effect it would have and
whether it would impact people from making outright investments with their cash.
On the other hand, a hike in the capital-gains tax was something the administration was
weighing, she said.
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"President Biden has pledged not to raise taxes on households making less than four hundred
thousand dollars. But as you know, for example, the capital gains taxation might be something
worth considering," Yellen said.
She reiterated the administration’s plans to raise to 28 percent the current corporate tax rate of
21 percent to fund longer-term economic reconstruction and reduce concerns about debt
sustainability.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UNICEF Urges Myanmar Forces to Refrain From Violence After Reported Killings in Mandalay
WAS, February 22 (Sputnik) - The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is calling on the security
forces in Myanmar to avoid violence following reports of two fatalities in the city of Mandalay,
the UNICEF said in a statement on Monday.
"UNICEF is gravely concerned by reports of use of excessive and lethal force during ongoing
protests in Myanmar, and by warnings from military representatives on Sunday of ‘loss of life’ in
the event of confrontation," the statement said. "UNICEF calls on security forces to refrain from
violence, to exercise maximum restraint and for differences to be resolved through constructive
and peaceful means, prioritizing the protection and safety of children and young people."
UNICEF stressed that it condemns the use of force against demonstrators, including the
reported use of live ammunition.
"UNICEF calls for greater efforts to protect children and young people from all forms of violence,
including as they express their opinions and engage in peaceful protests," it added. "No one
should face any form of violence or intimidation because of their opinions.
UNICEF once again reminds all parties of the obligation to uphold all children's rights as
enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and the Myanmar Child Rights
Law enacted in 2019, including their rights to protection, participation, peaceful assembly and
freedom of expression."
According to the Myanmar Now news outlet, at least two protesters died and several others
were injured on Saturday after Myanmar’s police used live ammunition during a demonstration
in Mandalay.
On February 1, Myanmar's military seized power in the country, announcing a one-year state of
emergency and vowing to take action against alleged voter fraud during the November 8
general election, which was won by Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) party. The
military said it was committed to the democratic system and vowed to hold new and fair
elections after the state of emergency ends.
Myanmar’s State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as President Win Myint and other top
officials who were members of the ruling NLD party were detained and accused of election
fraud.
Protests have been held across Myanmar since the military took over. The US and the UK have
imposed sanctions against multiple individuals affiliated with Myanmar’s military.
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US B-1 Bombers Arrive in Norway for First Time - Air Force
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US B-1 strategic bombers have arrived in Norway to
conduct training missions, marking the first time the American aircraft have operated out of the
Arctic country, the Air Force said on Monday.
"US Air Force B-1 B Lancers from the 7th Bomb Wing at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, arrived
today at Orland Air Station, Norway, for a long planned training mission where the aircraft will
conduct theater and flight training across Europe. This is the first time US bombers have
operated out of Norway," the US Air Force said in a press release.
Earlier this month, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said Moscow
regards Oslo’s intention to deploy US strategic bombers at its airbase near Trondheim as
another step toward increasing military activity in the region.
US Air Forces in Europe-Air Forces Africa Commander Gen. Jeff Harrigian said in the release
that he looks forward to showcasing the United States' ability to operate out of this new location,
adding that the training missions help enhance deterrence and defense capabilities.
In January, US Strategic Command said the training missions will range from operating in the
high north to improving interoperability with allies and partners across the European theater.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UNGA President ‘Appalled’ Italian Ambassador to DRC Assassinated, Calls for Justice
UNITED NATIONS, February 22 (Sputnik) - UN General Assembly President Volkan Bozkir said
in a statement on Monday that he was appalled to learn about the assassination of the Italian
Ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and other members of a delegation
visiting the North Kivu province, and called on the authorities to bring the perpetrators of the
attack to justice.
Earlier on Monday, the World Food Program (WFP) said three people were killed, including
Italian Ambassador Luca Attanasio in an attack on a delegation traveling in the North Kivu
province to visit a WFP school feeding program in the town of Rutshuru.
"I am appalled to learn that Italian Ambassador Luca Attanasio [and his] colleagues were killed
during a heinous attack while on their way to visit a school," Bozkir said via Twitter. "The
perpetrators need to be brought to justice."
North Kivu, located next to the border with Rwanda and Uganda, is a home province of the
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) group that brings together Islamic extremistsa nd forces
opposed to longtime Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni. The ADF has operated in the
province since the late 1990s. In 2017, the group swore allegiance to the Islamic State terror
group (banned in Russia).
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A Digital Dollar Will Be Worth Pursuing, Not Bitcoin - US Treasury Secretary
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said on Monday
that she was keen on establishing a digital dollar that could be safer and faster to conduct
transactions as opposed to the existing crypto-currency Bitcoin.
"A digital dollar, a central bank digital currency, could help with, you know... faster, safer and
cheaper payments," Yellen said in a live-streamed discussion hosted by the New York Times’s
Dealbook.
Yellen noted that Bitcoin is widely used as a transaction mechanism to the extent that it is used
often for illicit finance.
"It's an extremely inefficient way of conducting transactions and the amount of energy that's
consumed in processing those transactions are staggering," Yellen said.
Bitcoin hit record highs above $58,000 at the weekend, skyrocketing from below $11,000 at the
end of September. At its peak, its market capitalization exceeded $1 trillion, matching tech
giants like Amazon, Google and Microsoft, as speculators and even endowments of top
universities like Harvard and Yale bought into the 12-year-old digital currency.
As Yellen spoke on Monday, the price of Bitcoin fell 11 percent at one point from its weekend
record high.
Yellen referred specifically to this price instability, while discussing Bitcoin’s less desirable traits.
"It is a highly speculative asset, and you know, I think people should be aware that it's extremely
volatile. I do worry. I do worry about the potential losses that investors could suffer," she said.
However, Yellen acknowledged that even a digital currency issued by the Federal Reserve or
other central banks would have issues.
"There are a set of issues around central Bank digital currencies that have to be examined,"
Yellen said. "What would be the impact on the banking system? Would it cause a huge
movement of deposits out of banks and into the Fed? WII the Fed have to deal with retail
customers or try to do this at a wholesale level, (given) their financial stability concerns? How
would we manage money laundering and illicit finance issues, to consumer protection? But all
said, it's absolutely worth looking at."
The Bank for International Settlements and seven central banks published in October a report
laying out some key requirements for central bank digital currencies, or CBDCs.
They recommended that CBDCs compliment - but not replace - cash and other forms of legal
tender and not harm monetary and financial stability.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US B-1 Bombers Arrive in Norway for First Time - Air Force
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WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US B-1 strategic bombers have arrived in Norway to
conduct training missions, marking the first time the American aircraft have operated out of the
Arctic country, the Air Force said on Monday.
"US Air Force B-1 B Lancers from the 7th Bomb Wing at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, arrived
today at Orland Air Station, Norway, for a long planned training mission where the aircraft will
conduct theater and flight training across Europe. This is the first time US bombers have
operated out of Norway," the US Air Force said in a press release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Supreme Court Declines Stay for New York Order Requiring Trump to Disclose Tax Returns
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - US Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer declined to
issue a stay for a lower court ruling in favor of former President Donald Trump disclosing his tax
returns to a New York grand jury, the Supreme Court said on Monday.
"The application for a stay presented to Justice Breyer and referred to the Court is denied," the
US Supreme Court said in an unsigned order regarding New York City District Attorney Cyrus
Vance’s order for Trump to provide his tax returns.
The decision significantly weakens Trump’s ability to protect his tax returns from the grand jury
subpoena, barring further - but unlikely - US Supreme Court interventions in the case.
Vance is seeking Trump's tax returns dating back to 2011.
Trump has contended that an August 2019 grand jury subpoena to his accounting form Mazars
USA to provide his tax returns was overly broad and issued in bad faith.
Last summer, the Supreme Court rejected Trump’s earlier request to block the order, claiming
that his position as US president did not shield him from complying with the subpoena.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
IMF Chief Expresses ‘Deepest Concern' Over Lockdown Morphing Into Great Economy
Divergence
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is very
concerned that the lockdown implemented last year may turn into a "Great Divergence" in 2021,
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said on Monday.
"The latter is my deepest concern: that the Great Lockdown of 2020 could morph into a Great
Divergence in 2021," Georgieva said in prepared remarks for the European Union Parliamentary
Conference.
Georieva pointed out in the remarks that the developing world may face greater divergence as a
result of differences in income levels, but the wealthy European states are at risk to experience
such divergence as well.
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Countries that traditionally rely on tourism, like Italy, Spain or Greece, are already experiencing
economic contraction of more than 9 percent, which is 2.6 percent more than across the
European Union, she said.
"We project that by the end of 2022, per capita income for the emerging markets of Central and
Eastern Europe will be 3.8 percent below pre-crisis projections, compared to a shortfall of just
1.3 percent for the EU’s advanced economies. A negative impact will be almost three times
larger that will slow the pace of convergence," Georgieva said.
The IMF will closely cooperate with the European Union to support low-income countries who
face the most serious crisis, Georgieva added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
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Anti-IS Coalition, ISF, Peshmerga Discuss Creating Joint Media Center - Joint Task Force
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - A delegation of the US-led coalition against the Islamic
State (banned in Russia) met with the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and the Peshmerga last week
and discussed creating a joint media center, Combined Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent
Resolve (CJTF-OIR) said in a release on Monday.
"A military delegation from the Combined Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve, the 83
member International Coalition to defeat Daesh [Islamic State] visited the Joint Coalition
Coordination Center between the Kurdistan Region's military and security forces and Iraq in
Erbil, February 17, 2021," the release said. "The group discussed plans to establish a joint
media center to open the lines of communication between the Coalition, ISF and Peshmerga
Forces."
The group also talked about means to communicate more effectively against Islamic State
misinformation and propaganda, and the efficacy of the Joint Coalition Coordination Center
(JCCC), the release said.
"The Coalition, ISF and Peshmerga forces discussed the continuation of the work of these
coordination centers along the KLC in order to fill the security gap between the Peshmerga and
the ISF in the disputed areas," the release said. "The ISF and Peshmerga spokesmen
expressed interest in similar goals and emphasized the importance of working together to defeat
Daesh."
The JCCC was set up in 2015 to help co-ordinate actions between the Peshmerga forces and
the ISF, according to the release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US to Demand Transparency on China's Weapons Program - Blinken
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WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States will demand more transparency on
China’s weapons development programs, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on
Monday.
"The United States will demand greater transparency regarding China’s provocative and
dangerous weapons development programs, and continue efforts aimed at reducing the
dangers posed by their nuclear arsenal,” Blinken said in remarks to the UN Conference on
Disarmament.
Washington plans to work on this issue with its partners and allies, he added.
Blinken added that the United States wants to work with Russia, China and other countries to
develop standards and norms of responsible behavior in outer space.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
White Supremacy, Neo-Nazi Movements Becoming Transitional Threat' - UN Chief
UNITED NATIONS, February 22 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned on
Monday that the threat of white supremacy and neo-Nazi movements begins to extend across
countries' national borders.
Addressing the opening of the 46th session of the Human Rights Council, Guterres said the
danger of such resurgent hate-driven movements grows day by day.
"White supremacy and neo-Nazi movements are more than domestic terror threats. They are
becoming a transnational threat," Guterres said.
The UN chief noted that such groups have exploited the coronavirus pandemic to recruit new
members through social polarization and political and cultural manipulation.
"Far too often, these hate groups are cheered on by people in positions of responsibility in ways
that were considered unimaginable not long ago," Guterres said.
The extremist groups represent a main threat to internal security in several countries and global
and coordinated action should be undertaken to defeat the growing danger, he added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Wants to Engage Russia, China on Developing Standards in Outer Space - Blinken
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States would like to engage all nations
including Russia and China in developing international standards to ensure responsible conduct
in outer space, US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said on Monday.
“We want to engage all countries, including Russia and China, on developing standards and
norms of responsible behavior in outer space,” Blinken said in remarks to the UN Conference on
Disarmament.
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Blinken noted that the Conference on Disarmament has already held discussions on space
security and could help lead such discussions further.
“I urge states that are developing anti-satellite weapons to refrain from dangerous testing of
such systems,” the Secretary added. "For example, contrary to Russia’s diplomatic and public
stance against the weaponization of space, Russia conducted a ground-based anti-satellite test
in December 2020. We should be reducing tensions in outer space, not making them worse.”
Both the US and Russia are parties to the Outer Space Treaty, along with China, India, the UK
and over 100 other nations, prohibiting the militarization of space.
The treaty does not prohibit countries from developing technology to shoot down their own
defunct satellites, with US, Russia, China and India having demonstrated the capability to do so.
Russia has repeatedly called on the United States to conclude an agreement to prevent the
militarization of space, but Washington has rejected Moscow’s proposals.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Ready to Engage with Russia in Discussions on Arms Control, Security Issues - Blinken
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States is ready to hold new talks with
Russia on arms control and other security issues with the goal of improving strategic stability,
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Monday.
"The United States is ready to engage Russia in strategic stability discussions on arms control
and emerging security issues,’’ Blinken said in remarks to the UN Conference on Disarmament.
He noted that one of the first things President Joe Biden did after assuming office was to extend
the New START Treaty with Russia for another 5 years.
"That decision made our countries and the world safer, and it was only the beginning of our
efforts to address nuclear threats,” Blinken said.
At the same time, Washington "will be clear-eyed” about the broader issues emerging with
Russia over nuclear arsenals, he added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US Wants to Engage Russia, China on Developing Standards in Outer Space - Blinken
WASHINGTON, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States would like to engage all nations
including Russia and China in developing international standards to ensure responsible conduct
in outer space, US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said on Monday.
“We want to engage all countries, including Russia and China, on developing standards and
norms of responsible behavior in outer space,” Blinken said in remarks to the UN Conference on
Disarmament.
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US Sees Diplomacy as Best Way to Ensure Iran Never Acquires Nuclear Weapon - Blinken
UNITED NATIONS, February 22 (Sputnik) - The United States is committed to ensuring that
Iran never acquires a nuclear weapon through the diplomatic path and aims to lengthen and
strengthen the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) nuclear deal, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said at the UN Conference on Disarmament on Monday.
"The United States remains committed to ensuring that Iran never acquires a nuclear weapon.
Diplomacy is the best path to achieve that goal,” Blinken said. "Working with allies and partners,
we will also seek to lengthen and strengthen the JCPOA and address other areas of concern,
including Iran’s destabilizing regional behavior and ballistic missile development and
proliferation."
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