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Xi Calls on China’s Military to Prepare for ‘Unstable’ Security Concerns with Other Countries 
by Mary F.

Tensions between the US and China have been high in recent years. Taiwan is considered a 
part of China's territory, although the US continues to maintain robust unofficial ties with Taiwan. 
The US also repeatedly challenges China’s maritime claims in the South China Sea and has 
accused China of imposing draconian laws in Hong Kong.
During a Tuesday legislative session, China’s President Xi Jinping said the military needs to “be 
prepared” amid an “unstable” security situation with other nations.
“The current security situation of our country is largely unstable and uncertain,” Xi said during 
the panel discussion attended by armed forces representatives, the South China Morning Post 
reported.
“The entire military must coordinate the relationship between capacity building and combat 
readiness, be prepared to respond to a variety of complex and difficult situations at any time, 
resolutely safeguard national sovereignty, security and development interests, and provide 
strong support for the comprehensive construction of a modern socialist state,” he added.
The president’s latest remarks come after Defence Minister General Wei Fenghe on Saturday 
called for the military to enhance its combat readiness, noting that China’s national security had 
“entered a high-risk phase,” the South China Morning Post reported.
“We are facing mounting tasks in national defense ... and we must comprehensively improve 
military training and preparedness for battle so as to increase our strategic capabilities to prevail 
over our strong enemies,” Wei said.
Last week, China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi called on US President Joe Biden to reverse the 
former Trump administration’s policies on Taiwan.
“We urge the new US administration to fully understand the high sensitivity of the Taiwan issue,” 
Wang said, also calling on Bien to “change the previous administration’s dangerous practices of 
‘crossing the line’ and ‘playing with fire,”’ AP reported.
China’s Ministry of Finance revealed earlier this month that its defense spending growth would 
be increased to 6.8% this year, the largest increase since 2019, as tensions with the US and its 
neighbors increase, Bloomberg reported.
Even though it adopted the “One China” policy in 1979, which acknowledges Beijing’s claim that 
Taiwan is an inseparable part of China, the US maintains close independent trade ties with 
Taiwan and remains its top supplier of weapons.
Tensions between US and China further escalated when the then-US Secretary of Health and 
Human Services visited Taiwan in August 2020, making the first highest-level visit by a US 
Cabinet official since Washington and Taipei formally broke diplomatic relations in 1979.
The South China standoff also remains unsettled and has contributed to high tensions between 
the US and China.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2021 11:29:13 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2021 11:29:13 AM

The South China Sea contains many islands, reefs and shoals presently controlled and 
occupied by the People's Republic of China, but also claimed by several other nations, among 
them Vietnam, Taiwan, Cambodia, Brunei and Philippines. Aside from the enormous amount of 
international sea trade that passes through the area, it is also believed to contain large amounts 
of as-yet unexplored oil and natural gas deposits.
The United States and its allies, such as the UK, France, Canada, Australia and Japan, 
repeatedly challenge China’s territorial and maritime claims by conducting so-called freedom of 
navigation operations, sailing military vessels in the South China Sea.
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Veteran CBS News Anchor Roger Mudd Dies at 93 
by Mary F.

Roger Mudd, an American broadcast journalist, was a correspondent and anchor for CBS News 
and NBC News. He is most notably known for his 1979 campaign interview with Senator 
Edward Kennedy. During the interview, Kennedy provided a stammering answer to why he 
wanted to run for the 1980 presidential nomination, causing his poll numbers to decline. 
Longtime CBS News political correspondent Roger Mudd died on March 9 in his home in 
McLean, Virginia, at the age of 93, The Washington Post reported.
The cause of death was complications from kidney failure, one of his sons, Jonathan Mudd, 
confirmed to the outlet.
Mudd, who spent 20 years covering political campaigns and corruption scandals for CBS News, 
is famed for his reporting on the Watergate scandal and the resignation of President Richard 
Nixon in 1974.
His 1979 interview with Edward Kennedy is also attributed to squashing the senator's 
presidential ambitions. During the interivew, Kennedy appeared awkward under Mudd's direct 
questioning as he failed to provide substantive answers as to why he wanted to be president or 
what distinguished him from President Jimmy Carter.
Mudd was born in Washington, DC, and started his career in the 1950s as a radio reporter in 
Virginia. He is also the author of a memoir titled "The Place to Be." which describes the 
challenges of working in Washington.
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US Woman Charged With Hate Crime After Spitting on, Using Slur Against Asian American 
by Mary F.

The latest attack is just one of many against Asian Americans that have occurred during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which originated in China. More than 3,000 such incidents have been
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reported since the start of the pandemic last year, with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi recently 
condemning the spike in anti-Asian hate crimes in recent weeks.
Karen Marie Inman, a 39-year-old California woman, has been formally charged with 
misdemeanor hate crime and battery after she spat on and yelled racial slurs at an Asian man, 
the Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office confirmed, the Bay Area News Group reported. 
During the incident, which took place on February 13, Inman is accused of telling the 
26-year-old Asian victim to go back to “where you came from,” the Attorney’s office said in a 
Monday statement.
The victim was sitting outside dining with a friend in downtown Mountain View when Inman 
approached him.
Before verbally attacking the victim, Inman also stole food and clothing items from a store near 
the restaurant. During the theft, the woman told the store owners that she “did not have to pay 
because of their Asian ethnicity,” Mountain View police spokesperson Katie Nelson said in a 
statement.
When Inman was detained for questioning after the theft, officers also learned about the incident 
at the restaurant. However, Inman was released at the time because both the victims of the theft 
and the hate crime did not want to press charges. However, because the Mountain View Police 
Department has a policy to investigate any hate crimes, the investigation against Inman 
continued after she was released.
Inman was eventually arrested on March 5 after she attempted to steal candy and ice cream 
from a local Smart and Final.
“Inman had been previously identified in a theft from a store in downtown Mountain View in 
February and a subsequent battery at a downtown restaurant that included comments made 
against the victims because of their ethnicity,” Nelson wrote in the statement.
“Officials at the District Attorney’s Office reviewed our case, and they established that hate 
crime charges could be brought against Inman,” Nelson added.
Inman was booked into the Santa Clara County Jail on Friday. The two charges against Inman 
carry a maximum penalty of a year and a half behind bars. The hate crime charge also requires 
that Inman complete a mandatory service requirement in California.
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Texts Show Oath Keeper Militia Leader Gave Members Direction at Capitol Riot 
by Morgan Artvukhina

Rumors of a potential new attack on the US Capitol on March 4 failed to materialize, but US 
troops remain in Washington, DC, in the aftermath of the January 6 attack that featured a 
number of armed and organized groups in support of then-US President Donald Trump. 
According to a Monday filing in a US federal court, Stewart Rhodes, founder of the right-wing 
Oath Keepers militia movement, gave directions to members of the group while they were 
participating in the January 6 attack on the US Capitol.
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The filing, which is aimed at keeping Rhodes in police custody until his trial, describes several 
texts sent through the encrypted messaging app Signal on January 6 in a group named “DC 
OP: Jan 6 21” that, according to prosecutors, included “regional Oath Keeper leaders from 
multiple states across the country.”
The court has blocked other such attempts to keep Oath Keepers in custody until their trial, but 
not for “QAnon Shaman” Jake Angeli, who featured prominently in the Capitol storming.
The prosecutors noted that “there is no discussion of forcibly entering the Capitol until January 
6, 2021. However, there is talk about being prepared for violence.” However, they do discuss 
“coming to Washington, DC, for the events of January 5-6, 2021, to provide security to speakers 
and VIPs at the events.”
“The co-conspirators joined together to stop Congress’s certification of the Electoral College 
vote, and they were prepared to use violence, if necessary, to effect this purpose,” the filing 
states. “They were plotting to use violence to support the unlawful obstruction of a 
Congressional proceeding.”
According to The Hill, the document refers to Rhodes only as “Person One,” but prior 
documents have made clear that it refers to him.
Rhodes has claimed that the allegations are “total nonsense,” telling the Washington Post on 
Tuesday that “we no plan to enter the Capitol, zero plan to do that, zero instructions to do that, 
and we also had zero knowledge that anyone had done that until after they had done that — 
afterwards.”
Immediately prior to the attack on the Capitol, Trump hosted a “Stop the Steal” rally outside the 
White House at which he and other speakers gave dire warnings about what would happen if 
Democratic US President-elect Joe Biden were allowed to take office. Trump then urged them 
to take action to stop that from happening, including marching to the Capitol, where verification 
of the results of the November 2020 election that Biden had won was presently underway. 
Trump claimed Biden’s victory was fraudulent and that he was the true winner.
“We are surging forward. Doors breached,” Thomas Edward Caldwell, a former US Navy officer 
and FBI section chief who has come to occupy what prosecutors described as a “leadership 
role” in the Oath Keepers, posted on Facebook on the afternoon of the 6th, according to the 
filing.
Oath Keepers were just one group that attended the rally, with others including a variety of 
right-wing groups such as militia groups and neo-Nazi parties, as well as adherents to the 
QAnon conspiracy theory, who deployed a variety of tactics to gain entry to the Capitol, 
including wrestling with US Capitol Police on the terrace outside and a “Ranger file” special 
forces building-penetration tactic.
The Oath Keepers group was founded in 2009 based on right-wing fears that recently elected 
US President Barack Obama would order police or military officials to commit unconstitutional 
acts on behalf of a “New World Order,” such as taking away Americans’ guns or stationing 
foreign troops on US soil. Since then, it has grown to a group of more than 30,000 members, 
according to the Southern Poverty Law Center, which lists the Oath Keepers as a “radical 
anti-government group.”
SPLC notes that in the days immediately prior to the November 2016 election that Trump won, 
the Oath Keepers organized an “Operation Sabot” to patrol on Election Day and “look for and
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document suspected criminal vote fraud or intimidation activities.” The name refers to a type of 
bullet casing.
At least nine other people on the Signal chat have also been charged by federal prosecutors, 
who are pursuing charges of a wider conspiracy to breach the Capitol. More than 300 people 
have been charged so far, including Trump himself, who was acquitted of accusations he 
instigated the riot by the Senate in a February trial.
Four rioters and one Capitol Police officer died during the attack. While Congress was 
temporarily dispersed after they breached the building, their efforts ultimately failed and they 
were evicted from the building, after which lawmakers reconvened and certified the election 
results. Biden was sworn in on January 20 under the watchful eye of tens of thousands of US 
soldiers, who occupied Washington, DC in the evening after the rioters were dispersed.
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‘Stop Talking About Dr. Seuss!’ US Rep. Tim Ryan Urges GOP Colleagues to Vote on 
Pro-Union Bill 
by Morgan Artvukhina

Last week, House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) made a statement by reading a Dr. 
Seuss book on Twitter, drawing ire from Democratic lawmakers eager to pass a $1.9 trillion 
COVID-19 relief bill.
As House lawmakers stand poised to vote on the labor union-empowering PRO Act, one 
Democrat castigated his colleagues for focusing on a cultural dispute over a popular children’s 
book series.
"Stop talking about Dr. Seuss and start working with us on behalf of the American workers,”
Rep. Tim Ryan (D-OH) thundered in the House on Tuesday, referring to a recent controversy 
over the author’s estate ending publication of several books containing racial stereotypes. 
“Heaven forbid we tilt the balance that has been going in the wrong direction for 50 years,” Ryan 
said. “We talk about pensions, you complain. We talk about the minimum wage increase, you 
complain. We talk about giving them the right to organize, you complain. But if we were passing 
a tax cut here, you’d be all getting in line to vote ‘yes.’”
The Protect the Right to Organize (PRO) Act, introduced earlier this year, would be one of the 
most powerful measures passed in recent years to empower labor unions. The bill would 
reverse the “right to work” laws that have proliferated in 27 states, barring unions from reaching 
agreements with employers that would compel workers to financially support union efforts on 
their behalf. The laws have helped undermine organized labor’s political power in the United 
States, where union membership as a percentage of the labor force has halved in the last 38 
years to just 10.3%.
Among the PRO Act’s other protections, it would also prohibit companies from breaking strikes 
by hiring strikebreakers, and would forbid employers from classifying some workers as 
“independent contractors” in order to deny them workplace protections that would be extended
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to typical employees, as many workers in the so-called “qia economy” such as at Uber and 
GrubHub have experienced.
US President Joe Biden, who has cultivated the political image of being a blue-collar champion, 
has pledged to be “the most pro-union president you’ve ever seen.” Biden has sounded off in 
favor of the PRO Act several times recently, including on Tuesday.
“I believe every worker deserves a free and fair choice to join a union - and the PRO Act will 
bring us closer to that reality,” Biden tweeted. “I urge Congress to send it to my desk so we can 
summon a new wave of worker power and create an economy that works for everyone.”
The bill has come during a fierce and historic struggle in Bessemer, Alabama, where nearly 
6,000 workers at an Amazon Fulfillment Center are in the process of voting on whether or not to 
form the company’s first labor union, which would be part of the Retail, Wholesale & Department 
Store Union (RWDSU).
It was earlier reported that Amazon has deployed a wide variety of tactics to try to discourage or 
frustrate the union drive, including bombarding workers with anti-union messages, changing the 
timing of traffic lights near the facility to minimize time for organizers to talk to waiting 
employees, and offering severance packages for workers to quit.
Despite their efforts, the union drive eniovs wide support both locally and nationally, with a 
group of Democratic members of Congress visiting the facility last week, and Biden giving the 
effort his blessing. Mail-in voting is continuing until March 27, but supporters of the drive have 
organized a boycott of Amazon’s various services from March 7 until March 13.
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Unusual Design of US Navy’s Huge Zumwalt Stealth Destroyer Vindicated in Rough-Seas Trial 
by Morgan Artvukhina

The debut of angular stealthy designs intended to minimize warships’ radar cross-sections has 
the potential to usher in a revolution in warship design, but some of the unusual shapes defy 
age-old practices in ship design, contributing to doubts about their abilities.
The US Navy’s USS Zumwalt stealth destroyer has survived a major test in rough seas, 
dispelling fears the uniquely designed ship isn’t seaworthy.
In order to test the Zumwalt’s abilities in heavy seas, a team of US Navy engineers 
accompanied the ship and its crew on a trip into waters off the southern coast of Alaska in the 
fall of 2020 where a major storm produced “Sea State Six” conditions, according to a Navy 
release, which describes waves between 13 and 20 feet high.
“There were no exceedances of critical motion criteria limits,” the release said. The next step is 
for the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Carderock, Maryland, to replicate the conditions in its 
own “indoor ocean” test pool.The Zumwalt is the largest ship ever designed with a 
“tumblehome” hull, meaning it narrows above the waterline instead of widening. In many smaller 
boats, the wider lower hull facilitates greater stability, but pre-World War I battleships that 
employed the design suffered greater problems, leaving critics wondering if it was wise to buck 
a century’s worth of shipbuilding wisdom with the warship.
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The fear was also likely exacerbated by the reputation of Lockheed Martin’s F-35 Lightning II, a 
highly advanced stealth aircraft that is banned from flvina in stormy weather due to its highly 
ironic vulnerability to lightning strikes, among numerous other shortcomings limiting its 
performance.
“All told I’d rather be on that ship than any other ship I’ve been on,” Capt. Andrew Carlson, 
commander officer of the Zumwalt, told Defense News last year about another rough seas 

voyage.
“You definitely have to get used to the roll, which is very short compared to other ships,” he 
noted. “For those of us who have been on cruisers, especially up top, you kind of lean over 15 
degrees and you wonder if you are going to come back. We didn’t experience any of that. As 
long as you get used to the finer oscillation, it really handles very well.”
The Navy has received three Zumwalt-class warships, which are the largest destroyers afloat. 
Originally envisioned as a massive coastal-bombardment platform, the Zumwalt was repurposed 
as a more conventional missile cruiser.
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Twitter Files Lawsuit Against Texas Attorney General, Alleges Political Retaliation Over Trump 
Ban
by Gabv Arancibia

Former US President Donald Trump was permanently booted off social media giant Twitter in 
early January in the wake of the deadly Capitol riot that claimed the lives of several individuals, 
including law enforcement officials. At the time, Twitter explained Trump’s removal was caused 
by violations of the company’s Glorification of Violence policy.
Twitter has filed a lawsuit against Republican Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, alleging that 
the Texan is using his office to allegedly retaliate against the company for its January decision 
to remove the former US president from its platform.
The lawsuit, which was first reported by Politico late Monday, is requesting a judge to issue a 
temporary restraining order preventing Paxton and his office from enforcing a demand that 
seeks to obtain documents from Twitter that outline the company’s decision-making process for 
banning users.
“Twitter seeks to stop AG Paxton from unlawfully abusing his authority as the highest 
law-enforcement officer of the State of Texas to intimidate, harass, and target Twitter in 
retaliation for Twitter’s exercise of its First Amendment rights,” the company wrote in its Monday 
filing, Politico reported.
“Paxton made clear that he will use the full weight of his office, including his expansive 
investigatory powers, to retaliate against Twitter for having made editorial decisions with which 
he disagrees.”
In the filing, Twitter explained that the company had tried to establish a deal with Paxton’s office 
to outline limits of the probe, but that neither of the parties were able to come to an agreement 
on the matter.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2021 11:29:13 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2021 11:29:13 AM

Additionally, the social media giant indicated that providing the Texas office with “volumes of 
highly confidential documents” on its practices would ultimately compromise its abilities to 
moderate content.
The investigation by Paxton’s office, which is the root cause of Twitter’s lawsuit, was announced 
on January 13, and called for five Big Tech companies - Google, Facebook, Twitter, Amazon 
and Apple - to hand over documents that would offer insight into the companies’ content 
moderation policies.
“For years, these Big Tech companies have silenced voices in the social media sphere and shut 
down competing companies and platforms. It has only grown worse in recent months,” the 
announcement from Paxton’s office notes, before touching on Trump’s removal from the 
platform.
In a statement issued to The Hill, an unidentified Twitter spokesperson remarked that Paxton is 
“misusing the powers of his office to infringe on Twitter’s First Amendment rights” and is 
attempting to “silence free speech.”
“As we’ve repeatedly stated, and recent research underscores, we enforce the Twitter Rules 
judiciously and impartially across our service," the individual noted.
The Monday lawsuit was filed in a federal court in northern California.
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Looming Threats - Political Cartoon

Newly surfaced allegations of looming US cyberattacks against Russia come on the heels of 
reports that an attack on Microsoft’s Exchange Server email application was carried out by a 
Chinese hacking group known as “Hafnium.” The breach reportedly affected hundreds of 
thousands of individuals around the world.
The New York Times reported on Monday that the Biden administration was preparing to take 
action against Russia in the form of cyberattacks over its alleged hacking of various systems 
used by government agencies and domestic companies.
Citing sources, the report detailed that the “first major move” may unfold sometime in the next 
three weeks, and that a “series of clandestine actions across Russian networks that are 
intended to be evident to President Vladimir Putin and his intelligence services and military but 
not to the wider world,” will be initiated as well.
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki has since confirmed that the Biden administration will 
be responding to the SolarWinds hack “with a mix of actions seen and unseen.”
It’s worth noting that despite claims made by the US, officials in Moscow have firmly rejected 
any allegations that Russia took part in the hack. In fact, in response to the shocking Times 
report, Dmitry Peskov, Putin’s press secretary, told reporters on Tuesday that the “alarming 
information ... is nothing but international cybercrime” that the US was engaged in.
Incidentally, the Times has made similar reports before, with the last time taking place during 
the Trump administration. Deja vu, anyone?
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Biden Setting Stage for Big Tech Crackdown as Prominent Critics to Join Administration 
by Gabv Arancibia

Earlier, the Biden administration revealed it would be assigning Tim Wu, a Columbia Law 
School professor who popularized the idea that major tech firms needed to be broken up, as 
special assistant to the president for technology and competition policy. The move has since 
suggested that the Biden White House intends to take a harsher stance on tech.
Tapping on two of the biggest critics of Big Tech, US President Joe Biden has begun to shed 
light on how his administration plans to address the growing technology sector, marking a stark 
difference to how the industry was approached under the Obama administration.
Citing sources familiar with the matter, several outlets reported on Tuesday that the Biden 
administration is in the process of vetting prominent antitrust scholar Lina Khan before she is 
nominated to serve as a potential commissioner with the US’ Federal Trade Commission (FTC). 
The FBI is said to also be conducting a background check on Khan, according to Bloomberg 
News.
Khan is most known for writing the 2017 scholarly article “Amazon’s Antitrust Paradox.” which 
argued that the current US antitrust law is ill-suited to rein in tech giants, especially when it 
comes to the all-consuming reaches of online retailer Amazon. The groundbreaking report 
underscored how Amazon’s business model was crushing smaller companies.
“The company has positioned itself at the center of e-commerce and now serves as essential 
infrastructure for a host of other businesses that depend upon it,” Khan wrote at the time. 
“Elements of the firm’s structure and conduct pose anticompetitive concerns - yet it has escaped 
antitrust scrutiny.”
The Yale Law School graduate later went on to briefly work at the FTC and serve as an adviser 
for the House Judiciary antitrust subcommittee. During her time as an adviser, Khan helped to 
formulate an investigation into the anticompetitive conduct exhibited by Amazon, Apple, Google 
and Facebook.
The 16-month investigation eventually led to a 450-paae report released by the subcommittee 
that effectively accused Big Tech companies of benefiting from monopoly power. The findings 
also included various recommendations that outlined how the government could best prevent 
monopolies, such as requiring the break up of some companies and ordering firms to make their 
services compatible with competitors.
The latest developments surrounding Khan’s alleged nomination came days after the Biden 
administration announced that Wu, who has been a prominent critic of the tech industry, would 
be working with the National Economic Council on tech matters.
In fact, Wu is credited for coining the term “net neutrality,” a principle that states internet 
providers should treat all communications through their cables and cell towers equally, and that 
the service should be free from control of the government.
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William Kovacic, a professor at the George Washington University Law School and a former 
FTC commissioner, told Bloomberg that the appointment of Wu and the looming nomination of 
Khan is “a major step.”
“It’s another sign of the extraordinary success that the advocates of transformation have had in 
changing the debate and changing the policy-making context,” Kovacic added. “Just 
extraordinary. I don’t even think they foresaw that this would happen five years ago.”
Despite the praise, not everyone is thrilled with Khan’s potential nomination. Sen. Mike Lee 
(R-UT), who serves as the top Republican on the Senate Judiciary subcommittee on antitrust, 
issued a Tuesday statement and called reports surrounding Khan “deeply concerning,” 
criticizing the move over her lack of experience, and being fresh out of law school.
“Ms. Khan no doubt has a promising career ahead of her, but being less than four years out of 
law school, she lacks the experience necessary for such an important role as FTC 
Commissioner,” Lee said. “This moment is too important for our antitrust enforcers to be 
learning on the job.”
Incidentally, the reports surfaced as the Senate Judiciary Committee was also expected to hold 
its confirmation hearing of Vanita Gupta, a civil rights lawyer who has been nominated for 
associate attorney general, and who has also been critical of social media giant Facebook. 
Should Gupta be confirmed, she would oversee both the antitrust and civil-rights division of the 
US Justice Department.
At present, both Facebook and Google are already facing federal antitrust lawsuits that were 
filed under the Trump administration.
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The Phantom Tollbooth' Author Norton Juster Dead at 91 
by Evan Craighead

Norton Juster became a household name after publishing "The Phantom Tollbooth" in 1961, but 
it was architecture that remained his primary pursuit until retirement. The famed author notably 
referred to himself as an "accidental writer," as creative writing became an outlet during his 
three-year military stint.
Douglass Funeral Service in Amherst, Massachusetts, confirmed to The Washington Poston 
Tuesday that Juster died at his home in Northampton, Massachusetts, on Monday.
The 91-year-old died as a result of complications from a recent stroke, detailed daughter Emily 
Juster in a statement obtained by The New York Times.
US writer and voice actor Mo Willems also spoke of the prolific author's passing on social 
media.
"My lunch partner, Norton Juster, ran out of stories and passed peacefully last night," Willems 
tweeted on Tuesday. "Best known for The Phantom Tollbooth and The Dot and the Line, 
Norton’s greatest work was himself: a tapestry of delightful tales. Miss him."
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Juster, born on June 2, 1929, in the New York City borough of Brooklyn, studied architecture at 
the University of Pennsylvania, and then traveled to Liverpool, England, for urban planning work 
in graduate school.
Before beginning work as an architect, Juster was enlisted in the US Navy’s Civil Engineer 
Corps for three years. During this period, he found himself seriously writing to pass time 
because although the service was a "terrific experience," Juster believed "a lot of your time is 
wasted."
Juster's first book, "The Phantom Tollbooth" has become a renowned classic for its witty puns, 
storytelling and implementation of mathematics. The book has sold nearly four million copies to 
date.
Juster continued to publish books like "Alberic the Wise" and "The Dot and the Line," which was 
later adapted into an animated short film that won the 1965 Academy Award for Best Animated 
Short Film.
It is also worth noting that Juster founded the Massachusetts-based architecture firmwhich 
became known as 'Juster Pope Frazier,' and designed the Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book 
Art.
He also taught architecture for more than two decades at Hampshire College in Amherst, 
Massachusetts.
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Dog Days: White House Says Biden's German Shepherds Remain 'Beloved' After Alleged Biting 
Incident
by Evan Craighead

It was originally reported by CNN on Monday that Champ and Major, US President Joe Biden 
and First Lady Dr. Jill Biden's German Shepherds, had been sent back to Delaware after the 
younger, less trained dog displayed "aggressive behavior," according to two sources.
During a Tuesday interview with MSNBC's Morning Joe, White House Press Secretary Jen 
Psaki told host Mika Brzezinski that Champ and Major remain "beloved members of the Biden 
family and ... of the White House family."
"I don't have any updates for you, Mika, on the reports about an incident," Psaki admitted. 
However, she did claim the dogs "often go to Delaware when the First Lady's traveling" and 
confirmed they are no longer in the White House, as they are "adjusting to their new home." 
According to the report in question, Major - who is the younger of the two dogs, and was 
adopted in 2018 - had a "biting incident" with an individual on the White House security team. 
Furthermore, the three-year-old German Shepherd allegedly jumped, charged and barked at 
White House staff and security on multiple occasions.
The report did not allege that 13-year-old Champ engaged in violent or aggressive behavior. 
Another White House official spoke out about the incident on Tuesday, telling NBC News both 
dogs "will be back" to the White House.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2021 11:29:13 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2021 11:29:13 AM

According to the source, "Champ and Major went to Delaware to stay with family friends" and 
will be traveling with Dr. Biden.
Of course, Major is not the first presidential dog to get scrappy with folks.
Barney, US President George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush's Scottish Terrier, notoriously 
bit a Reuters journalist who got a little too close for the pooch's comfort.
"They didn’t destroy furniture," daughter Jenna Bush-Haaer said earlier this year, referring to 
Barney and Miss Beazley, another Scottish Terrier. "They just bit reporters. For real."
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'Very Concerned': Top Senate Dem Says Biden Should Reconsider Afghanistan Troop
Withdrawal
by Evan Craighead

While the remaining US troops are slated to depart Afghanistan in May 2021, per the 
US-Taliban peace deal, the pullout is based on the condition that the Taliban guarantees the 
country will not fall into extremists' hands. Under US President Donald Trump's presidency, the 
US reduced its presence in Afghanistan from 14,000 to 2,500 troops.
Sen. Bob Menendez (D-NJ), the new chairman of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
told reporters on Tuesday that the May 1 deadline for withdrawing forces definitely needs to be 
reconsidered, as the Taliban has not fulfilled their side of the agreement.
"I’m very concerned about the viability of the peace process in Afghanistan," he said, as 
reported bv Reuters.
Menendez's Tuesday comments appeared to echo sentiments expressed before the March 3 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing on State Department nominations.
"The Taliban is clearly is not abiding by all of its commitments under the Feb 29th agreement, 
calling into question the future of Afghan security and governance," the committee chair said. 
"We need senior-level focused attention from the Department."
The lawmaker's continued opposition to a deadline comes on the heels of Abdullah Abdullah, 
chairman of the High Council for National Reconciliation, confirming a letter penned by 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken "was handed over to [Afghan President Ashraf] Ghani and 
myself two days before the visit of [US peace envoy Zalmay] Khalilzad" last week.
Blinken reportedly told the Afghan president the US is "considering the full withdrawal of forces 
by May 1st as we consider other options," and also requested a senior-level meeting take place 
"in the coming weeks."
Blinken's letter highlighted the US will carry out diplomatic efforts "to move matters more 
fundamentally and quickly toward a settlement and a permanent and comprehensive 
cease-fire."
Many critics of the pullout have asserted that the US-led force must remain in Afghanistan to 
ensure the Taliban does not make territorial gains in the country.
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When asked about the letter, a State Department spokesperson saidWashinaton has "not made 
any decisions about our force posture in Afghanistan after May 1. All options remain on the 
table."
US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin also proclaimed to NATO allies in mid-February that the 
Pentagon would not be making any determinations until the completion of "review of the 
condition of the US-Taliban Agreement to determine whether all parties have adhered to those 
conditions."
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US Senators Debut Bipartisan Bill to Make Daylight Saving Time Permanent 
by Evan Craighead

Daylight Saving Time (DST) begins at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 14, in the US and continues 
until 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 7. The WWI-era system - designed to preserve electricity 
usage - continues to be used by the US, but has encountered opposition from lawmakers on 
both sides of the aisle in recent years.
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) and a bipartisan group of Senate colleagues announced the 
reintroduction of the Sunshine Protection Act, a bill initially introduced by the Florida lawmaker 
in March 2018 and March 2019 that seeks to make DST "the new, permanent standard time." 
"The legislation, if enacted, would apply to those states who currently participate in DST, which 
most states observe for eight months out of the year. Standard Time, from November to March, 
is only observed for four months out of the year," the release detailed.
"The bill would simply negate the need for Americans to change their clocks twice a year. Many 
studies have shown that making DST permanent could benefit the economy and the country." 
Presently, the US and dozens of countries around the world shift their clocks forward or back an 
hour at two points in the year.
Sens. James Lankford (R-OK), Roy Blunt (R-MO), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), Ron Wyden 
(D-OR), Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS), Rick Scott (R-FL) and Ed Markey (D-MA) were all named as 
co-sponsors on the bill.
"Americans' lifestyles are very different than they were when Daylight Saving Time began more 
than a century ago," Whitehouse was quoted as saying in the release. "Springing forward and 
falling back year after year only creates unnecessary confusion while harming Americans' health 
and our economy."
A 2020 study conducted at the University of Colorado at Boulder analyzed 732,000 accidents 
over two decades and found that the switch to DST comes with a 6% increase in fatal car 
crashes that week.
Hyde-Smith argued "the agricultural sector in Mississippi and across the nation desires this 
change," particularly "after a terrible pandemic year and a very dark winter."
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Photo: Michigan Police Find, Detonate More Explosive Devices After Students Injured in Blast 
by Evan Craighead

Citing local authorities, it was reported earlier that a 16-year-old boy and four other high school 
students were injured at Newaygo High School in Michigan after the teen detonated a 
homemade explosive inside a classroom. While authorities have launched an investigation, 
officials have speculated the incident was an accidental detonation.
The Michigan State Police (MSP) announced Tuesday afternoon that its bomb squad returned 
to a local residence that was the subject of a search warrant in connection with yesterday's 
explosion.
Team members reportedly detonated bombs and scoured the scene to ensure an investigation 
could begin. While an address was provided, it's unclear if the suspect is the owner.
After several hours Tuesday afternoon, it was announced that investigators would begin their 
investigation of the residence.
Newaygo County Prosecutor Worth Slay also announced 34-year old David Robert Daniel 
Saylor had been arraigned on one count related to the manufacturing of explosives and another 
count of contributing to the delinquency of a minor.
Saylor was also charged as a habitual offender, as this is his second "Offense Notice."
Child Protective Services have also been notified in relation to the event, according to the 
MSP's West Michigan Twitter page. No further details were provided.
Saylor is due to appear in court on March 18 for a probable cause hearing.
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FEATURE - Georgia Republicans' Voting Restrictions Under Fire by Activists

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - Nicole Henderson and her 
colleagues at the New Georgia Project did not have very long to celebrate the fruits of their 
labor: an impressive ground game that helped turn Georgia "blue" in November 2020, and two 
stunning electoral victories in US senate runoffs that gave control of the chamber to Democrats. 
Less than two weeks after Democratic candidates Rafael Warnock and Jon Ossoff won their 
Senate seats on January 5, Republicans in the Georgia legislature set in motion voter 
suppression efforts, Henderson said.
"As you can imagine, we’re extremely frustrated, upset by their attempt to roll back the ability of 
Georgians to vote," Henderson, the organization's Director of Communications, told Sputnik. 
"What we see in this legislature in Georgia and the rest of the country is a direct result of the 
other side losing. This will hurt voters on both sides, including Black voters. We do not need
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people standing in line, not being able to vote safely... we need drop boxes and mail-in ballots 
being available in the midst of the pandemic."
US activists and rights groups have warned that the Georgia Republicans are hoping to use 
voting restrictions to reverse the Democratic gains.
REPUBLICAN OFFENSIVE: SOLUTION IN SEARCH OF A PROBLEM 
On Monday, the state of Georgia’s Republican-majority senate passed legislation to restrict 
absentee ballots as protesters rallied outside the Capitol building in Atlanta. The bill, SB 241, 
would end the right to vote by mail without having to provide an excuse.
Republican lawmakers across the country, so far this year, have already pushed more than 250 
bills to restrict voting in 43 states, according to the Brennan Center for Justice.
The onslaught is rooted in a 2013 US Supreme Court decision that gutted a landmark voting 
rights act. The ruling allowed states to change election laws without getting clearance from the 
US Department of Justice. Within days of the verdict, states and cities enacted a tidal wave of 
laws that rights groups said discriminated against minorities.
On March 1, Georgia Republicans passed House Bill 531, which would impose limits on voter 
drop-off boxes along with early voting while adding an ID requirement for absentee ballots. In 
addition, if anyone hands out food, water or drinks to those standing in line waiting to vote, they 
could be charged with a misdemeanor.
Former Congressional Assistant Campaign Organizer for Congressman Sanford Bishop, Erica 
Savage-Wlson, described Republican efforts as a solution in search of a problem and the 
proposals they are pushing as being "fiscally irresponsible."
"I expected this reaction. Georgia went for Biden by 11,000 votes and Warnock and Ossoff won. 
These laws are ensuring that people don’t maximize their vote," Savage-Wlson, who is also 
director of outreach for Public Democracy, a political consulting firm, told Sputnik. "Election 
integrity is a push for Jim Crow-era restrictions, white only voting of poll taxes, literacy and other 
taxes to participate."
Savage-Wlson said by her count, approximately 47 bills have come out of the Georgia Special 
Committee on Electoral Integrity, formed on January 7 after Warnock and Ossoff won their 
elections. She said she considers the fight for voting rights to be a life-and-death issue. She 
also said it's very likely that these bills will pass.
The Black community, she added, is being disproportionately impacted by the efforts.
"This isn't a Democratic or Republican state but a voter suppression state," Savage-Wlson said. 
"We see these tactics popping up in Iowa and elsewhere. The demographics in Georgia have 
changed but because of voter suppression tactics, it has not been turned over the way it really
is."
Eliza Sweren-Becker, who serves as counsel in the Democratic Program at the Brennan Center, 
said the strategy these legislatures are employing is deeply concerning.
"What we saw in November 2020 and in Georgia is that Americans are resilient. They do not 
like when politicians take away their ability to vote," she told Sputnik at the beginning of 
legislative sessions nationwide. "We’re starting to see a legislative backlash developing. It’s a 
one-two punch to blunt Americans’ ability to vote."
The legislative push is just the latest iteration of voter suppression in the state of Georgia, the 
activists said.
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When Georgia Governor Brian Kemp was secretary of state he purged more than 1.4 million 
primarily Black voters from the rolls between 2012 and 2018. Georgia’s 2018 gubernatorial 
election - which pitted Kemp against House Minority leader Stacey Abrams - was marred by 
voter suppression tactics. Some voters’ ballots were tossed because they were told by poll 
workers that they had the wrong ID while some were flagged incorrectly as non-citizens.
But 2020 proved to be different from elections before 2018 because of the organization, 
mobilization and animation of a considerable swathe of new or ignored voters across Georgia 
energized and registered by Abrams, Fair Fight, the New Georgia Project, ProGeorgia State 
Table, Georgia STANDUP and other groups.
Their work led to a total turnout of 134 percent, total in-person turnout of 47 percent and a 615 
percent increase in absentee ballots.
OPPOSITION MOBILIZES AGAINST GEORGIA BILLS
In order to counter the Republican efforts, the advocates said there are a number of tools that 
opponents are prepared to use, including putting intense pressure on lawmakers and on 
corporations to get off the fence and then offer support and pressure on those in Congress to 
pass H.R. 1 and H.R. 4.
H.R. 1 was the first bill passed by the then-newly Democratically controlled House of 
Representatives in 2018. Called the "For the People Act," it is a sweeping legislative measure 
that seeks "to expand Americans’ access to the ballot box, reduce the influence of big money in 
politics, and strengthen ethics rules for public servants and for other purposes." H.R. 4 
"establishes new criteria for determining which states and political subdivisions must obtain 
preclearance before changes to voting practices in these areas may take effect."
Almost two dozen major corporations are headquartered in Georgia. They include Home Depot, 
UPS, Delta Airlines, AT&T, The Southern Company and the Coca Cola Company. Other major 
US companies who have also funded co-sponsors of the Georgia bills to the tune of $7.4 million 
include Comcast, CVS, Walmart, General Motors and Publix.
Henderson and Savage-Wilson echoed other activists who have castigated these corporations 
for talking the talk but not walking the walk.
According to Popular Information, after culling through thousands of Georgia campaign finance 
records filed over the last three years, the Republican lawmakers and officials sponsoring these 
bills are backed by millions in corporate donations.
Yet the sponsors of these bills are supported by corporations that publicly embrace voting 
rights. For example, Coca-Cola, through its Sprite brand, ran a series of ads prior to the 2020 
election stressing the importance of voting in the Black community. "Sprite is committed to 
supporting young Black creators & artists and the reasons why they vote," one ad said.
"ATT, for example, has given $99,000 since 2018 to people who have sponsored voter 
suppression legislation," said Henderson. "They need to speak out that they don’t support these 
lawmakers. Coke and Delta have made statements about racial equality but at this point have 
remained on the fence."
Savage-Wilson said H.R. 1 and H.R. 4 must get passed because voter suppression is a life-and 
death issue for African Americans. She said she hopes voter suppression will not be going on in 
2022.
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"We owe people who were hospitalized, people who were not vested. We owe it to our children 
and generations to come," she said. "This is a direct attack on Black people. There’s a lot that's 
at stake this year."
Georgia’s Republican Senate Majority Leader Mike Dugan, the chief sponsor of SB 241, told 
The Washington Post this week that the surge in mail-in ballots increased costs and the burden 
on local election offices.
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US Senate Advances Nomination for Biden Attorney General Pick Garland

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The US Senate has advanced Merrick Garland's 
nomination to be the next US Attorney General.
The Senate on Tuesday voted 70-29 to limit debate on Garland's nomination, setting it up for a 
final the following day.
US Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell was among the dozens of Republicans who 
voted in favor of advancing Garland's nomination.
In 2016, Garland was nominated by then-President Barack Obama for the Supreme Court but 
the Republican majority controlling the Senate refused to let his nomination be discussed until 
Obama left office.
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Trudeau Says Now Is Not Time for Conversations About Breaking With British Monarchy

TORONTO, March 9 (Sputnik) - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says now is not the right moment 
to engage in discussions about initiating constitutional change in Canada and severing ties with 
the British royal family.
The Prime Minister on Tuesday broke his silence concerning the bombshell interview in which 
Meghan Markle, the wife of Prince Harry, said she was silenced after joining the royal family, did 
not receive the support she had expected and accused the British crown of racism. The 
interview has spawned growing calls for Canada - whose official head of state is Queen 
Elizabeth II - to break ties with the British monarchy.
"I understand some people are looking for constitutional conversations, I’m not going to engage 
in those right now," Trudeau told reporters.
The Prime Minister acknowledged that entire institutions in Canada are the byproduct of 
colonial, discriminatory and systemically racist past but rejected calls for their abolition, instead 
saying that the government must listen to Canadians, understand the existing inequalities and 
inequities and work on improving and transforming them.
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However, even in advance of Sunday’s interview, polls show that Canadians are increasingly 
skeptical in their support for Queen Elizabeth II as the official head of state and the future of the 
monarchy in the country.
An Angus Reid Institute poll published last month revealed that only half of Canadians 
expressed a willingness to recognize Queen Elizabeth II as the official head of state and only 32 
percent of Canadians believe that the country should remain a constitutional monarchy going 
forward - down from 42 percent in April 2016.
The British monarchy’s popularity in Canada has taken significant blows in recent memory, 
including the scandalous resignation of the Queen’s representative in the country after a 
damning report concerning widespread harassment of employees at Rideau Hall - the Monarch 
or its representative's residence in Ottawa - was made public and the ongoing calls for Prince 
Andrew to testify about Jeffrey Epstein's pedophile sex ring.
Markle and Prince Harry stepped back from royal duties last year and moved to the United 
States with their son. In February of this year they informed Queen Elizabeth II that they would 
not return as working members of the UK royal family. Prince Harry said that the mental health 
impact of the "toxic" UK press played a part in the decision.
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US Awards ULA, SpaceX $380Mln for National Security Launch Services - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The US government awarded more than $380 million to 
SpaceX and UAL for basic space launch services and mission integration, the Department of 
Defense said in a press release.
"United Launch Services... has been awarded $224,290,000 in firm-fixed-price task orders 
under the National Security Space Launch Phase 2 contract ...[to] provide the basic launch 
services and mission integration for USSF-112 and USSF-87," the release said on Tuesday. 
SpaceX, the release added, won $159,721,445 to perform the same for USSF-36 and 
NROL-69.
SpaceX and ULA were selected in August 2020 to be the launch providers for Phase 2 of the 
National Security Space Launch program. ULA won 60 percent and SpaceX percent of the 
estimated 30 to 35 launches projected between 2022 and 2027.
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Pentagon Approves Capitol Police Request to Extend National Guard Support for 2 Months 
WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin has approved a 
request to extend the presence of National Guard troops at the Capitol grounds for two months, 
Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby said in a press release.
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"Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III has approved a request by the US Capitol Police for 
continued National Guard support through May 23, 2021Kirby said on Tuesday.
Kirby said nearly 2,300 National Guard troops will continue their deployment in the nation's 
capital, which is a 50 percent reduction of the current presence there.
During this extended deployment, US Defense officials will work with Capitol Police to 
incrementally reduce the National Guard's presence if conditions allow it, Kirby said.
US Capitol Police last week asked the Defense Department to extend the deployment of 
National Guard troops in Washington due to potential threats of US militia groups attacking 
lawmakers at the Capitol.
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US Should 'Reconsider' May 1 Afghan Troop Exit - Top Senate Democrat

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The United States should reconsider withdrawing troops 
from Afghanistan by May 1, Senate Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Robert Menendez told 
reporters.
In a letter leaked earlier this week, Secretary of State Antony Blinken told Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani that the US is considering whether to withdraw troops by May 1. Blinken said the 
US has not ruled out any options to establish peace between Kabul and the Taliban.
"I’m very concerned about the viability of the peace process in Afghanistan. The Taliban is 
clearly not abiding by all of its commitments," the Democratic senator said on Tuesday as 
quoted by Vox. "We may have to reconsider the May 1 deadline from the agreement that we 
had because the Taliban are simply violating it."
President Joe Biden’s team has not made the final decision yet whether to fulfill former 
President Donald Trump’s deal with the Taliban and withdraw all remaining 2,500 US troops by 
May 1.
The deal with the Taliban was made in February 2020 under Trump and provisioned two 
important parts: the Islamist group must put an end to violent actions against Afghan citizens 
and cut all ties with al-Qaeda (a terrorist group outlawed in Russia). At the moment, the Taliban 
is the most formidable armed group fighting both the US and the Afghan government.
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Pentagon Approves Capitol Police Request to Extend National Guard Support for 2 Months 
WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin has approved a 
request to extend the presence of National Guard troops at the Capitol grounds for two months, 
Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby said in a press release.
"Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III has approved a request by the US Capitol Police for 
continued National Guard support through May 23, 2021," Kirby said on Tuesday.
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ANALYSIS - US Push for Afghan Interim Regime Likely to Fail Due to 'Irreconcilable 
Differences'

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration's new diplomatic push to create a 
compromise interim regime in Afghanistan is almost certain to fail due to the irreconcilable 
differences between the US government and its allies and regional stakeholders on one hand 
and the Taliban movement on the other, analysts told Sputnik.
"Although we have not yet completed our review of the way ahead, we have reached an initial 
conclusion that the best way to advance our shared interests is to do all we can to accelerate 
peace talks and to bring all parties into compliance with their commitments," Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken wrote in a letter last week to Afghan President Ashraf Ghani released on 
Tuesday.
However, this approach looks likely to fail amid stakeholders' irreconcilable differences, 
prominent US political figures are already pointing out.
On Tuesday, Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chair Robert Menendez called on the Biden 
administration to "reconsider" the May 1 deadline for the withdrawal of US forces from 
Afghanistan that former President Donald Trump promised last year. Menendez claimed the 
Taliban were not fulfilling the commitments they made in 2020.
US CONFLICTING GOALS
Blinken's proposals show no indication that they can bridge the conflicting goals of the United 
States, Ghani’s current Afghan government in Kabul and the Taliban movement, University of 
Pittsburgh Professor of International Affairs Michael Brenner observed.
"Neither the proposed arrangements or any others along the same lines can reconcile the 
irreducible goals of the three parties," Brenner said. He assessed the likelihood of a lasting 
peace coming out of the new US diplomatic initiative as "slim."
Ghani and his Kabul government allies wanted to prevent a possible Taliban restoration while 
the Taliban was determined to retain its military advantage and have a fair chance at gaining 
power, Brenner explained.
The US government remained obsessed with "avoiding anything that smacks of defeat" that 
includes a Taliban-led government in Kabul, he said.
However the new Biden peace push in Afghanistan would have negligible impact on US 
standing elsewhere in the world, Brenner stated.
Its impact would be "Insignificant; Afghanistan accounts for next to nothing strategically," he 
said.
Zalmay Khalilzad, the Afghan-American diplomat who has been Special Representative for 
Afghanistan Reconciliation at the State Department since September 2018 was already pushing 
for power-sharing with the Taliban during the Trump administration, but his influence on the 
Biden team would likely be negligible, Brenner said.
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"I suspect that the new guys want him out of the way for reasons of status and the regaining of 
flexibility to make policy changes without regard to former informal understandings," Brenner 
said.
Surveys showed that Afghans do not support the Taliban in general, but they appear to support 
any deal that ends the war and no political movement has majority support in the country, 
Brenner noted.
"So, it's either some form of power-sharing or fragmentation, or the former masking the latter, or 
low-grade civil war as in the 1990s," he said.
US TO CONTINUING IN-COUNTRY PRESENCE
The new Biden administration initiative was trying to preserve a continuing US presence in 
Afghanistan than Trump had been, Middle East Institute Afghanistan and Pakistan Studies 
Director Professor Marvin Weinbaum noted.
"It is not the Trump Plan, that was to leave Afghanistan, they wanted out. ...The Biden 
administration team is in the process of deciding whether they want to leave behind a 
counter-terrorism force and some Air Force [elements]. They are setting down their own plan," 
he said.
Weinbaum agreed that the chances of the new proposals being developed in Washington 
leading to a lasting agreement and peace deal remained minimal.
"Chances of success of the initial Biden proposal leading to a lasting peace: I give it 5 percent. 
There ingredients for a lasting peace are not here," he said.
The US and the Kabul governments wanted to return to a democratic system with elections but 
their opponents were not going to accept that, Weinbaum explained.
"The Taliban has made crystal-clear that it wants a very different kind of polity," he said.
For the Taliban, legitimacy comes not from popular sovereignty but from a divine mandate. The 
two sides are so far apart I don't believe that either side can satisfy the other," he said. 
Weinbaum advised that regional governments, including Pakistan, wanted a compromise 
solution under which Afghanistan would return to its status in the 1990s, before the US invasion 
of November 2001, with the support of regional neighboring nations or stakeholders.
"All of them would benefit from a stable, peaceful Afghanistan but getting there remains a very 
distant prospect," he said.
The United States too was still looking "very much" for an international regional consensus to 
finally end the almost-two-decades-long conflict, Weinbaum added.
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US House Sets Up Vote for Senate-Passed Version of New COVID-19 Relief Bill

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The US House of Representatives is set to vote on the 
approval of the Sente-passed version of the $1.9 trillion COVI D-19 relief bill.
Earlier on Tuesday, the House of Representatives voted 219-210 to set up the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 for a final vote the following day.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2021 11:29:13 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2021 11:29:13 AM

The Democrat-controlled House of Representatives passed the bill 219-212 in late February 
and the Democrat-controlled Senate passed it on Saturday with a 50-49 vote.
The bill proposes a one-time $1,400 check for eligible Americans and federal assistance for 
small businesses.
Republicans have said that only a small portion of the $1.9 trillion bill actually deals with 
combating the coronavirus while other funding in the bill is for foreign assistance and 
lawmakers' pet projects they deem unnecessary and wasteful.
The United States lost more than 21 million jobs last spring during the height of the lockdowns 
and other restrictive measures implemented amid the coronavirus pandemic. At least 10 million 
of those jobs have not returned, with the US economy shrinking 3.5 percent in 2020 after a 2.2 
percent growth in 2019.
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Biden's $1.9 Trillion Relief Bill May Not Be Last COVID-19 Measure - Pelosi

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - There is no certainty whether President Joe Biden’s $1.9 
trillion COVI D-19 relief bill will be the last legislative measure with respect to the coronavirus 
pandemic, US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said.
"It's not anything anybody can predict," Pelosi said on Tuesday when asked if another fiscal 
package will be required to manage the fallout from the strict coronavirus measures. "You are 
just going to have to ask the virus. If it stops mutating, if it stopped spreading and therefore 
mutating, then this will be."
Biden's so-called "American Rescue Plan," which cleared the Senate last week, is awaiting final 
approval expected by Wednesday from the House of Representatives. The US president is 
expected to sign it into law thereafter.
The bill aims to provide US states with coronavirus vaccinations and other pandemic-related 
assistance, including unemployment weekly benefits of $300 and a one-time check of $1,400 for 
most Americans.
In 2020, former president Donald Trump issued two COVI D-19 relief bills totaling spending of 
nearly $4 trillion.
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UPDATE - Canada's Chief Medic Defends Decision to Allow 4 Months Between Coronavirus 
Vaccine Shots
TORONTO, March 9 (Sputnik) - Canada’s Chief Medical Officer Dr. Theresa Tam defended 
public health officials and advisors from criticism that arose following a decision to allow up to 
four months between coronavirus vaccination shots.
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Canada's National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) issued guidance last week, 
allowing healthcare providers to significantly extend the window between vaccine shots. The 
recommendation sparked heated debate in the medical community with one top expert saying 
the recommendation goes beyond NACI’s jurisdiction and official are conducting nothing less 
than a "population-level experiment."
"Increasing the flexibility of the ability of the provinces to deliver that first dose... to as many 
people as possible, to prevent deaths and hospitalizations, is paramount at the point in time... 
this was felt to be the most important objectives," Tam said on Tuesday.
Tam noted that Canada remains in a "delicate situation" with thousands of active cases and 
hospitalizations.
Real-world data shows increasing evidence of efficacy followig administration of one vaccine 
dose as the level of immunity is not expected to suddenly drop overnight after two months, Tam 
said.
The US government’s infectious diseases expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, has said that the United 
States will stick with the recommended timelines - 21 for the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine and 28 for 
Moderna - the number days between shots.
Pfizer Canada President Cole Pinnow told the parliamentary health committee on Monday that 
NACI did not contact the drugmaker before making its recommendation. The executive warned 
that changes to the vaccination schedule and conflicting public health information could erode 
trust in the vaccine and increase vaccine hesitancy.
Addressing concerns about the potential of vaccine hesitancy, Tam emphasized the need for 
better communications and community outreach on the part of public health agencies.
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Canada’s Top Diplomat Says Expressed Concern About Lukashenko in Call With 
Tikhanovskaya

TORONTO, March 9 (Sputnik) - Canadian Foreign Minister Marc Garneau says he talked over 
the telephone with Belarusian opposition figure Svetlana Tikhanovskaya and conveyed Ottawa's 
concern with President Alexander Lukashenko and his government.
"I spoke with Belarusian opposition leader [Tikhanovskaya] to share Canada’s deep concerns 
over the undemocratic and violent actions of the Lukashenko regime and to unequivocally voice 
Canada’s support of the people of Belarus," Garneau said in a statement via Twitter on 
Tuesday.
The Belarus opposition rejected the August election results showing President Alexander 
Lukashenko won another term in office and organized protests. Western countries have 
similarly not accepted the election results. Canada has imposed three rounds of targeted 
sanctions against 55 Belarusian officials whom it accuses of violating human rights.
Lukashenko has repeatedly accused Western nations of direct interference in the internal affairs 
of Belarus. Russia has also voiced concerns over foreign interference in the neighboring 
country.
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Harris, Norway Prime Minister Discuss Cooperation in Arctic - White House

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Kamala Harris discussed with Norway 
Prime Minister Erna So I berg over the telephone cooperation in the Arctic and on the COVID-19 
response, the White House said.
"President Harris and Prime Minister Solberg ... discussed the need for close coordination on 
COVID-19, climate change, and the Arctic," the White House said in the statement on Tuesday. 
Both officials underscored the importance of supporting human rights and democratic values, 
the statement said.
Harris and Solberg also agreed to cooperate on the pressing issues concerning global health, 
including the well-being of women and girls, the statement added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Stocks Rally as Nasdaq Increases Most Since November 4

NEW YORK, March 9 (Sputnik) - Nasdaq gained its most in four months while the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average hit record highs for a second day in a row on Tuesday as Wall Street 
recovered from a recent depressed streak caused by a spike in bond yields.
The Nasdaq Composite Index increased 3.7 percent, its most in a day since November 4, and 
close at 13,704. The index, which consists of heavyweight tech names such as Face book, 
Apple, Amazon, Netflix and Google, had slumped in recent weeks on concerns about 
overvaluation of most of its stocks. The declines had initially pushed Nasdaq down 2.2 percent 
for the year at Monday’s close, before Tuesday's rebound pulled it back up 1.4 percent.
The Dow, the broadest gauge of the New York Stock Exchange, increased 0.1 percent. But its 
high of the day, at 32,150, accounted for a new record that overwrote Monday’s all-time peak. 
For the year, the Dow was up 3 percent.
The S&P 500, barometer for the top 500 US stocks, rose 1.4 percent to settle at 3,873. The 
S&P was up 3 percent year-to-date.
The rally in stocks came as bond yields tied to the ten-year US Treasury note fell for the first 
time in six days. The yields had spiked previously to a one-year high of 1.6 percent on fears 
about runaway inflation.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Austin to Decide on Extending National Guard Mission at US Capitol 'Very Soon’ - Pentagon
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WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin is nearing a decision on 
whether to extend the National Guard deployment at the US Capitol for another two months, 
Defense Department spokesman John Kirby said during a press briefing.
"I can tell you again there is an official formal request here in the building that is working its way 
up to the Secretary. As I understand it, the analysis behind that request for assistance has been 
completed. And I would expect the Secretary to be able to look at that analysis and make a 
decision very, very soon," Kirby said on Tuesday.
Thousands of guardsmen assist law enforcement officers in protecting the seat of Congress in 
Washington, after the January 6 incident at the US Capitol by a group of supporters of former 
President Donald Trump. Their original deployment deadline expires on March 12 and Capitol 
Police asked for its extension by another 60 days.
Kirby said the request is for fewer numbers compared to current 5,000. According to media 
reports, the Capitol Police asked to keep up to 2,200 troops.
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US Approves 340 Different COVID-19 Tests Thus Far, Some for Home Use - Health Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 10 (Sputnik) - Some 340 different coronavirus tests have won 
emergency use authorization (EUA), including one that can be used at home without a 
prescription to detect the virus, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) said.
"As of today, 340 tests and sample collection devices are authorized by the FDA under EUAs 
[emergency use authorizations]. These include 253 molecular tests and sample collection 
devices, 72 antibody and other immune response tests and 15 antigen tests, the FDA said in a 
press release on Tuesday.
Molecular or PCR tests, which detect genetic material in the coronavirus, are the most accurate, 
but can take several days to process. In contrast, antigen tests can deliver results in as little as 
15 minutes by detecting certain proteins from the virus, but sometimes fail to detect active 
infections, according to media reports.
There are 38 molecular tests that allow samples to be taken in homes, including the first 
at-home test that can be used without a prescription. The test made by Cue Health requires a 
smartphone and downloadable app, the FDA said.
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Arizona, Montana Sue to Block US Gov’t. Rule Limiting Arrests of Illegal Migrants

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The US states of Arizona and Montana have partnered in a 
lawsuit to block the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from implementing a policy that
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limits the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) from performing its duties like arresting 
illegal immigrants, Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich's office said in a press release. 
"Arizona and Montana are also now challenging the ’Interim Guidance' issued by the Acting 
Director of ICE on February 18, 2021, which tries to supersede the original Memorandum but 
does not substantively change the policy to pause nearly all deportations of those who entered 
the country before November 1,2020," the release said on Tuesday.
The lawsuit alleges that the new DHS policy was implemented without providing notice to 
Arizona and Montana, a violation of each State’s Memorandum of Understanding with the 
department, the release said.
The current legal battle is part of the Arizona Attorney General's February 3 lawsuit challenging 
DHS over what is says is a dangerous immigration policy that halted nearly all deportations for 
100 days. However, the policy was meanwhile blocked last month by a federal judge in the state 
of Texas.
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FBI Releases Video of Suspect That Planted Pipe Bombs at DNC, RNC Headquarters in 
January

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The FBI has released video of the suspect who planted 
pipe bombs near the Democratic National Committee (DNC) and the Republican National 
Committee (RNC) headquarters in Washington, a day prior to the January 6 unrest at the US 
Capitol.
"The FBI’s Washington Field Office has released new information and video regarding the pipe 
bombs placed in the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Washington, DC, on January 5, 2021, and is 
seeking additional information from the public," the FBI said in a press release on Tuesday.
The FBI said it is still working to identify the suspect and is offering a $100,000 reward for 
information leading to the identification of the individual.
The video shows the suspect wearing a grey hooded sweater, blue jeans and a face mask. The 
suspect is seen walking through a Capitol Hill neighborhood carrying a backpack with pipe 
bombs on the evening of January 5.
The video then shows the suspect placing a pipe bomb at the DNC headquarters located at 430 
South Capitol Street and another pipe bomb in an alley behind the RNC headquarters located at 
310 First Street in Washington.
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Blinken to Discuss Nord Stream 2 Project on Capitol Hill on Wednesday - State Department
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WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will discuss the Nord 
Stream 2 project during his congressional testimony on Wednesday, State Department 
spokesman Ned Price told reporters,
"The secretary,,, will have an opportunity to continue discussions with members [of Congress] 
on the Hill tomorrow,” Price said on Tuesday when asked about Nord Stream 2 and Blinken's 
testimony before the US House Foreign Affairs Committee.
Price reiterated that the US position over Nord Stream 2 remains unchanged.
"[US] President Biden has called it a bad deal that divides Europe,” he said, noting that the 
administration is strong in its commitment to prevent this project.
On Monday, a group of House Republicans sent Blinken a letter urging the administration to 
submit to Congress new sanctions designations related to Nord Stream 2 as soon as possible 
rather than wait until May 17 - when the current 90-day reporting period ends.
Nord Stream 2 is a joint venture of Russian energy company Gazprom and five European 
partners, aimed at the construction of a twin pipeline to deliver Russian gas to Germany 
beneath the Baltic Sea. The project is a target of criticism and sanctions by United States, which 
calls it a threat to energy security of Europe and Ukraine.
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SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) -

MOSCOW CONFERENCE ON AFGHANISTAN
* Moscow is set to host the international conference on Afghanistan on March 18, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry told Sputnik on Tuesday.
* Representatives of the United States, China, Pakistan, the Afghan government and the 
Taliban movement will take part in the Moscow conference on Afghanistan, Russia's special 
presidential representative for Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov told Sputnik.
* The participants of the March 18 conference will discuss ways of a ceasefire in Afghanistan 
and will adopt a statement, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said.
* The Taliban movement has received an invitation to a conference on Afghanistan in Moscow 
and will study this issue, Mohammad Naim, the spokesman for the Taliban's political office in 
Doha, told Sputnik.

US DESIGNATES IRANIAN INTERROGATORS
* The Biden administration has designated two alleged Iranian interrogators from the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) for inhumane treatment of political prisoners and protesters 
duringthe last two years, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Tuesday,

BELARUS DEVELOPMENTS
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* The situation in Belarus has stabilized in general, but the State Security Committee (KGB) is 
aware of some foreign plots to stage destabilization attempts in the period between March 25 
and March 27, KGB chief Ivan Tertel said.
* Terrorist Attacks targeting state facilities were planned and they were prevented, Tertel also 
said.
* Belarus has expressed protest to Jerzy Timofiejuk, Polish consul in the Belarusian city of 
Brest, who participated in an unofficial event dedicated to the day of "cursed soldiers" and 
proposed he leaves the country, the Belarusian Foreign Ministry said.
* A Belarusian court ruled to keep Maria Kolesnikova, a prominent opposition activist, in custody 
for two more months, the camp of former presidential candidate Viktor Babariko said.

US-RUSSIA RELATIONS
* Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov refuted on Tuesday the United States' expressions of 
concern about Russia’s activities in space as groundless.
* The Kremlin is extremely concerned over media reports about cyberattacks the United States 
may carry out against Russia, something which can be considered as international cybercrime, 
Peskov said.

TURKEY COURT RULES ON RUSSIAN ENVOY ASSASSINATION
* The second Ankara court for especially grave crimes, which is considering the case of the 
assassination of Russian ambassador to Turkey Andrei Karlov, sentenced five defendants to life 
in prison, a Sputnik correspondent reported from the courtroom.
* Moscow is satisfied that a Turkish court finally ruled in the Karlov assassination case and 
expects exhaustive information from Ankara on those who ordered the killing, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said.

US POLICY ON CUBA
* The Biden administration does not view changing the United States' policy on Cuba as a top 
priority, but is committed to making human rights a core pillar of US policy, White House 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki told reporters on Tuesday.

CORONAVIRUS VACCINE
* The European Medicines Agency (EMA) will review the compliance of the Russian coronavirus 
vaccine Sputnik V with EU standards and make recommendations based solely on the scientific 
data, an EMA spokesperson told Sputnik on Tuesday.
* Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said on Tuesday that Johnson & Johnson has 
informed him the company’s subsidiary Janssen Pharmaceuticals faces issues in the production 
of their coronavirus vaccine.
* The Kremlin is calling for boosting the international diplomatic effort to establish travel 
regulations in light of the coronavirus pandemic, spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.
* Peskov expressed confidence on Tuesday that Russian President Vladimir Putin would 
urgently study a potential request for assistance from Syrian President Bashar Assad who had 
tested positive for the coronavirus.
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Smokers Should Start Lung Cancer Scans at Age 50 - US Medical Panel

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - Smokers should begin yearly cancer screenings at the age 
of 50 rather than 55, the US Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) said in a statement on 
Tuesday.
"Based on the evidence, the USPSTF recommends yearly screening using a low-dose 
computed tomography (CT) scan for people aged 50 to 80 years old who are at high risk for 
lung cancer because of their smoking history," the statement said.
The panel said the final report calls for starting scans five years earlier than the draft 
recommendation.
USPSTF also recommends reducing pack-years of smoking history that make a candidate 
eligible for screening from 30 pack-years to 20. This, in turn, will benefit Black people and 
women since based on the available data both groups smoke fewer cigarettes than white men.
A pack-year is a way of calculating how much a person has smoked. One pack-year is the 
equivalent of smoking an average of 20 cigarettes, or one pack, per day for a year, the release 
said.
According to the USPSTF, smoking remains the leading cause of lung cancer with more than 
200,000 people diagnosed with this disease yearly.
USPSTF is a volunteer panel of medical experts attempting to improve the health of Americans 
by issuing recommendations about clinical preventive services.
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US Seizes Control of Fake Website Claiming to Sell COVID-19 Treatment - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The US seized control of and disabled a fraudulent website 
that purported to sell an approved antibody treatment for COVID-19 but only collected personal 
information while providing non-functioning links to the manufacturer, the Justice Department 
said on Tuesday.
“The website was fraudulent and instead appears to have been used to collect the personal 
information of individuals visiting the site, in order to use the information for nefarious purposes, 
including fraud, phishing attacks, and/or deployment of malware. Individuals visiting the site now 
will see a message that the site has been seized by the federal government and be redirected to 
another site for additional information,” the release said.
The website “usaregenermedicals.com" purported to sell REGEN-COV2, an antibody cocktail 
that was approved in November 2020 for emergency use in treating COVID-19. The approval 
came shortly after the medicine was successfully used to treat former President Donald Trump.
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An investigation by the Department of Homeland found that the seized website displayed the 
name, address, and trademarked logos for Regeneron, as well as links or buttons that also 
appear on the official Regeneron website. The links were not functional on the fake website, 
according to the release.
The release noted that four other fake websites marketing COVi D-19 related websites had 
previously been seized by the federal government.
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Four People Apply to Challenge Guterres in UN Secretary-General’s Election - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, March 9 (Sputnik) - A total of four individuals have so far submitted 
applications to run against the incumbent Antonio Guterres in the 2021 race for the UN 
Secretary-General’s post, the spokesperson for the President of the UN General Assembly, 
Brenden Varma, told reporters on Tuesday.
“In addition to the candidate [Guterres], there are four applicants that have come to the attention 
of the President the General Assembly, and he has forwarded those four applicants, their letters 
and CV’s [resumes] to the Security Council,” Varma said.
The spokesman declined to share the names of the individuals, explaining that first, they need 
to officially become candidates for the UN chief’s post, which requires an endorsement letter 
from their countries of origin.
In February, Portugal has sent a letter to the United Nations officially nominating incumbent 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres as a candidate for a second term. Guterres has been 
serving as the UN head since January 1,2017.
Earlier, a UN Development Program employee Arora Akanksha, 34, sent a letter to UN General 
Assembly President Volkan Bozkir notifying him about her intention to compete for the position 
of Secretary-General. Akanksha’s country of origin, India, has yet to endorse her.
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US Energy Dept, Earmarks $30Mln to Research Quantum Computer Applications

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The US government announced plans to spend $30 million 
for quantum science research, which promises to create a new generation of electronic devices 
that process bits of data 100,000 times smaller than the width of a human hair, the Energy 
Department said in a release on Tuesday.
"Quantum computing and devices are poised to revolutionize the way we process information 
and develop new technologies that are currently beyond our reach," Energy Secretary Jennifer 
Granholm said in the release.
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The $30 million will be provided to five Nanoscale Science Research Centers (NSRCs) 
operated by the Energy Department, the release said.
The project will focus on building tiny quantum structures and understanding the behavior of 
sub-atomic particles such as light photons and individual electrons, the release added.
Potential applications for this work range from quantum computers capable of complex 

forecasting, to quantum devices that could - for example - change properties for entire buildings 
on demand, according to the release.
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UN Fears Renewed Violence in Central African Republic - OHCHR

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - United Nations human rights division is concerned about 
the possibility of a new wave of violence in the Central African Republic (CAR) in connection 
with the second round of the legislative elections scheduled for March 14, Office of UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) spokesperson Ravina Shamdasani said in a press 
briefing on Tuesday.
"We are very worried about the volatile situation in the Central African Republic (CAR) and the 
risk of renewed violence in the context of the second round of the legislative elections, due to 
take place next Sunday, 14 March," Shamdasani said.
UN calls for an end to violence from both national security forces and the CPC (Coalition des 
Patriotes pour le Changement). The UN Human Rights Division in CAR documented 185 cases 
of human rights violations in the period from October 1 to December 31,2020 during the first 
round of the elections with the CPC being responsible for over 86% of them, Shamdasani 
added.
The first round of elections on December 27 was precluded by violent protests from CPC 
militants resulting in the killing of 14 people and sieging of the capital Bangui. The post-electoral 
period was marked by the national security forces offensive in retaliation against the CPC 
groups on February 15th.
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Biden to Review Oil Drilling on All US Federal Lands Approved Under Trump - Interior Dept. 
WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration will undertake later this month a 
review of oil and gas drilling on all federal lands approved by the cabinet of former President 
Donald Trump in order to prevent waste of resources and environmental harm, the US Interior 
Department said on Tuesday.
"The federal oil and gas program is not serving the American public well. It’s time to take a close 
look at how to best manage our nation's natural resources with current and future generations in
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mind," Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Land and Minerals Management Laura 
Daniel-Davis said in a statement.
Daniel-Davis invited the public to participate in a virtual forum on the issue scheduled for March 
25th.
Environmental groups are vehemently opposed to fracking used to extract fossil fuels from 
shale basins. They charge that the mixture of water, salt and chemicals injected into the earth 
results in toxic pollutants that have been linked to cancer and mutations. The process is also 
destructive to aquatic life and ecosystems, environmentalists say.
President Joe Biden suspended the issuance of new oil and gas leases on federal land and 
water areas after he assumed office on January 20. Biden has set a target of halving the US 
carbon footprint by 2035 and committed to investing $400 billion over the next decade on "clean 
energy" projects such as wind, solar and water.
The Interior Department noted that the Trump administration had offered for lease more than 25 
million acres of public land onshore and more than 78 million acres offshore for oil, gas and 
mineral development.
But only 5.6 million acres onshore and 5 million acres offshore were purchased, it said, adding 
that the result "clearly indicates that it is time for the Interior Department to take steps to better 
manage our public lands".
In total, of the more than 26 million acres under lease to the oil and gas industry, nearly 13.9 
million, or 53 percent, were non-producing, the Interior Department said.
Of the more than 12 million acres of public waters under lease offshore, over 9.3 million, or 77 
percent, were idle. Onshore and offshore, the oil and gas industry currently held approximately 
7,700 unused, approved drilling permits, it added, 
nterior Dept
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US 2021 Crude Output Seen at 11,1Mln Barrels Daily, 12Mln for 2020 - Energy Agency

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - US oil production is expected to average at 11.1 million 
barrels per day (bpd) this year, and climb to 12 million bpd in 2022, the Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) said on Tuesday.
"EIA expects US crude oil production will average 11.1 million b/d in 2021 and 12.0 million b/d in 
2022," the agency said in its March Short-Term Energy Outlook (STEO) report.
Until a year ago, the United States was the world’s largest oil producer, pumping a record high 
of 13.1 million bpd in March 2020 just before the global outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic. 
After months of demand destruction for oil that followed, US output stabilized last week at 11 
million bpd, data separately issued by the EIA showed.
In its STEO report, the EIA said US oil output took a sharp hit in February as well, falling 
500,000 bpd to 10.4 million, after an unexpected epic snowstorm in Texas, the largest oil and 
gas producing state in the country.
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Typically known for its sweltering weather most of the year, Texas initially looked like a white 
blanket from the Arctic blast that hit the state, known for maintaining temperatures of between 
60°F (15.6°C) and 70°F (21.1°C). The deep-freeze in many parts of Texas was so bad that oil 
and gas couldn’t flow like normal in key production basins.
"Infrastructure in Texas, such as wellheads, gathering lines, and processing facilities, are more 
susceptible to the effects of extremely cold weather," the EIA said.
Following repairs to the Texas infrastructure and resumption of normal weather, US production 
for March was expected to return to 11 million bpd, the agency added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN Spokesman Calls Spying Allegations Against UNICEF Representative in Armenia ‘Baseless’

UNITED NATIONS, March 9 (Sputnik) - United Nations spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said 
on Tuesday that spying allegations against the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Representative in 
Armenia, Marianne Clark-Hattingh, are baseless.
Earlier in the day, Armenia terminated the tenure of Clark-Hattingh because of her 
"non-cooperative style of work," Foreign Ministry spokesperson Anna Naghdalyan said. Various 
reports have meanwhile emerged claiming Clark-Hattingh spied for Azerbaijan and the United 
Kingdom.
"The spying allegations against her are baseless, and I would defend her strongly," Dujarric told 
reporters.
The spokesman said the head of the UNICEF office in Armenia will complete her assignment in 
March and will then be redeployed to another station.
"She is a highly qualified, extremely experienced and committed development professional," 
Dujarric added.
Clark-Hattingh assumed her post in Armenia in July 2020. Previously, she served as UNICEF 
Representative in Malaysia and Somali and held other roles with the United Nations in Guinea, 
Benin and Madagascar.
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Biden to Meet Virtually With Leaders of Quad Countries Friday Morning - White House

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will meet virtually with the leaders 
of the so-called Quad countries at the end of the work week, White House spokesperson Jen 
Psaki said on Monday.
"On Friday Morning, President Biden will meet virtually with his counterparts in the Quad - Prime 
Minister Suga of Japan, Prime Minister Modi of India and Prime Minister Morrison of Australia, 
formed in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami and formalized in 2007," Psaki said. "The Quad has
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met regularly at the working and foreign ministers level, however, Friday will be the first time the 
quad is meeting at the leaders level."
Psaki explained that a range of issues facing the global community are expected to be 
discussed at the meeting, including the situation concerning the coronavirus outbreak, economic 
cooperation and the climate crisis.
The Quad group was formed in 2004 to coordinate efforts after the devastating Indian Ocean 
earthquake and tsunami. However, nowadays the Quad mainly focuses on issues of regional 
security, the agency said.
The Quad leaders are scheduled to coordinate their Chinese policy, discuss equal distribution of 
coornavirus vaccines and climate change, according to media reports.
In February, the foreign ministers of the four countries met online, striking an agreement to work 
toward common goals in the region and to strongly oppose any attempts by China to forcefully 
change the status quo in the East and South China seas.
In response, Beijing has condemned the Quad framework as an Asian version of NATO and 
criticized its attempts to undermine China's development.
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US Designates 2 Alleged Iranian Interrogators for Violating Human Rights - Blinken

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has designated two alleged 
Iranian interrogators for inhumane treatment of political prisoners and protesters in the last two 
years, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Tuesday.
"I am announcing the designation of Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) interrogators Ali 
Hemmatian and Masoud Safdari pursuant to Section 7031 (c) of the Department of State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2021 for their involvement in 
gross violations of human rights, namely the torture and/or cruel, inhuman, or degrading 
treatment or punishment (ClDTP) of political prisoners and persons detained during protests in 
2019 and 2020 in Iran," Blinken said in a press release.
The United States will continue to review a variety of tools that could be used to hold Iran 
accountable for any human rights abuses, Blinken said.
Washington expressed its concerns about Iran during a meeting of the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva earlier in the day, Blinken added.
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Cuba Policy Shift Not Among Biden’s Priorities - White House
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WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration does not view changing the 
United States’ policy on Cuba as a top priority, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki told 
reporters on Tuesday.
"Cuba policy shift is not currently among President Biden’s top priorities, but we are committed 
to making human rights a core pillar of US policy. And we committed to carefully reviewing 
policy decisions made in the prior administration, including the decision to designate Cuba as a 
state sponsor of terrorism,” Psaki said during a press briefing.
3/9/2021 10:25:54 PM +03:00
Trudeau Says Johnson & Johnson Advised of Challenges in Coronavirus Vaccine Production 
TORONTO, March 9 (Sputnik) - Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said on Tuesday that 
Johnson & Johnson has informed him the company’s subsidiary Janssen Pharmaceuticals 
faces issues in the production of their coronavirus vaccine.
Earlier on Tuesday, reports emerged that Johnson & Johnson informed the European Union 
that supply issues would confound its plans to deliver 55 million coronavirus vaccine doses to 
the bloc in the second quarter of 2021.
"We have heard in many conversations with Johnson & Johnson that there are challenges 
around production of the Janssen vaccine," Trudeau told reporters.
The Prime Minister added that his government will announce details about delivery schedules 
as they become available.
Canada's health regulatory agency announced on Friday that it has approved the coronavirus 
vaccine produced by Janssen. The Canadian government has a deal with Johnson & Johnson 
to acquire 10 million doses of their vaccine against the deadly disease.
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UN Working With Palestinian Authority to Ensure Delivery of COVAX Vaccines - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, March 9 (Sputnik) - The United Nations is working with the Palestinian 
Authority to ensure access to coronavirus vaccines via the COVAX initiative for people living in 
the West Bank and Gaza, UN spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a press briefing on 
Tuesday.
"What we are doing, from what I understand, is working with the Palestinian Authority to ensure 
that they have access to COVAX as the COVAX vaccines are being shipped and shared," 
Dujarric said.
Last week, Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas issued a decree extending the state of 
emergency due to the coronavirus outbreak by 30 days starting on March 4.
In February, Gaza received a shipment of 20,000 doses of Russian Sputnik V vaccine against 
the coronavirus donated by the United Arab Emirates. Earlier, after being shortly blocked by 
Israel, 2,000 doses of Sputnik V vaccine from Russia were also delivered to Gaza.
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US Designates 2 Alleged Iranian Interrogators for Violating Human Rights - Blinken

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has designated two alleged 
Iranian interrogators for inhumane treatment of political prisoners and protesters in Iran the last 
two years, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Tuesday.
"I am announcing the designation of Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) interrogators Ali 
Hemmatian and Masoud Safdari pursuant to Section 7031 (c) of the Department of State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2021 for their involvement in 
gross violations of human rights, namely the torture and/or cruel, inhuman, or degrading 
treatment or punishment (ClDTP) of political prisoners and persons detained during protests in 
2019 and 2020 in Iran,” Blinken said in a press release.
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Canada's Chief Medic Defends Decision to Allow 4 Months Between Coronavirus Vaccine Shots

TORONTO, March 9 (Sputnik) - Canada’s Chief Medical Officer Dr. Theresa Tam on Tuesday 
defended public health officials and advisors from criticism that arose following a decision to 
allow up to four months between coronavirus vaccination shots.
Canada's National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) issued guidance last week, 
allowing healthcare providers to significantly extend the window between vaccine shots. The 
recommendation sparked heated debate in the medical community with one top expert saying 
the recommendation goes beyond NACI’s jurisdiction and official are conducting nothing less 
than a "population-level experiment."
"Increasing the flexibility of the ability of the provinces to deliver that first dose... to as many 
people as possible, to prevent deaths and hospitalizations, is paramount at the point in time... 
this was felt to be the most important objectives," Tam said.
Tam noted that Canada remains in a "delicate situation" with thousands of active cases and 
hospitalizations.
Real-world data shows increasing evidence of efficacy following administration of one vaccine 
dose as the level of immunity is not expected to suddenly drop overnight after two months, Tam 
said.
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Biden to Meet Virtually With Leaders of Quad Countries Friday Morning - White House
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WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will meet virtually with the leaders 
of the so-called Quad countries at the end of the work week, White House spokesperson Jen 
Psaki said on Monday.
"On Friday Morning, President Biden will meet virtually with his counterparts in the Quad - Prime 
Minister of Japan, Prime Minister Modi of India and Prime Minister of Australia, formed in the 
aftermath of the 2004 tsunami and formalized in 2007," Psaki said. "The Quad has met regularly 
at the working and foreign ministers level, however, Friday will be the first time the quad is 
meeting at the leaders level."
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Brent Oil Expected to Average $58 in 2nd Half 2021, $55 in 2022 - US Energy Agency

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - Global oil prices are expected to decline after June as 
additional supply arrives, with Brent averaging $58 per barrel in the second half of this year and 
$55 in 2022, the US Energy Information Administration (EIA) said in its March Short-Term 
Energy Outlook (STEO) report on Tuesday.
"EIA continues to expect downward crude oil price pressures will emerge in the coming months 
as the oil market becomes more balanced," the report said. "Brent crude oil prices in the 
forecast average $58/b in the second half of 2021. For 2022, the EIA expects Brent to return to 
an average of $55 per barrel."
Brent, which hit 14-month highs of $71.38 per barrel earlier this week, traded at under $68 on 
Tuesday as oil markets lost some of their highly-charged momentum evident since the start of 
the year.
Production cuts since April by the 13-member Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and its ten allies steered by Russia - a global oil cartel now known as OPEC+ 
- have helped drain a massive crude glut caused by the coronavirus pandemic.
Due to the agreed OPEC+ cuts in production, oil inventories in the so-called OECD group of 
developed countries have reached near-normal five-year levels, EIA data shows. That has 
helped lift US crude’s West Texas Intermediate (WTI) benchmark from a historic negative 
pricing of minus $40 per barrel in April to nearly $68 on Monday.
The report acknowledged that Brent will likely average between $65 and $70 per barrel during 
March and April or more than $10 above the forecast it made last month.
However, EIA still forecasts lower prices in the second half, saying some of the bullish factors 
behind oil could recede in the coming months, particularly enhanced production cuts of 1 million 
barrels per day (bpd) that Saudi Arabia has targeted for February, March and April.
The EIA said it expects crude production by OPEC to average 25.3 million bpd in April or 1.6 
million bpd lower than the forecast it initially made. But for the month of May, EIA saw OPEC 
production rising to 26.6 million bpd.
"This increase reflects Saudi Arabia ending voluntary cuts of 1 million bpd, along with the 
relaxation of cuts that were extended through April at the March 4 OPEC+ meeting," the EIA 
added.
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The agency said it has assumed that OPEC will produce 27.9 million bpd on the average in the 
second half of the year as the broader OPEC+ alliance typically increases output then to meet 
higher global needs.
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UN Security Council to Discuss Crimea Friday in informal Meeting - Estonian Mission

UNITED NATIONS, March 9 (Sputnik) - The UN Security Council will hold an informal meeting 
on Friday to discuss the situation around the Crimean peninsula, the Permanent Mission of 
Estonia to the United Nations said.
According to the Estonian mission, the meeting will be convened at 9:00 a.m. [2:00 p.m. GMT] 
to mark the "seven years of violations of Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity."
In March 2014, Crimea rejoined Russia after 97 percent of residents voted in a referendum to 
do so. The majority of Western countries and Ukraine refuse to recognize the results of the 
referendum and have imposed sanctions against Russia.
Moscow has repeatedly said Crimea's residents decided to rejoin Russia through democratic 
means, adding that the referendum was conducted in compliance with international law and the 
will - and rights - of Crimea's residents must be respected.
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WHO Says Violence Against Women 'Pervasive,' 1 in 3 Subjected to Abuse Globally

UNITED NATIONS, March 9 (Sputnik) - The World Health Organization (WHO) said in a new 
report on Tuesday that gender violence remains pervasive throughout the world, with one in 
three women having experienced some form of abuse.
"Violence against women remains devastatingly pervasive,” the report said. “Across their 
lifetime, 1 in 3 women, around 736 million, are subjected to physical or sexual violence by an 
intimate partner or sexual violence from a non-partner - a number that has remained largely 
unchanged over the past decade.”
The report presented information from the largest ever study based on data obtained from 2000 
to 2018.
According to the report, violence starts early and one in four women aged 15-24 will or have 
already experienced abuse by their partner by the time they reach their mid-twenties. Intimate 
partner violence affects around 641 million women globally and remains the most prevalent form 
of violence.
WHO warned that even though the data in the report does not reflect the impact of the 
coronavirus outbreak, the global health crisis has triggered a “shadow pandemic” of increased 
violence reported against women and girls.
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“Violence against women is endemic in every country and culture, causing harm to millions of 
women and their families, and has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic,” WHO 
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.
Women living in low-income countries have been disproportionately affected by violence. The 
report said an estimated 37 percent or one in two women have experienced physical or sexual 
violence in their life in the regions of Oceania, Southern Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.
Europe, Central Asia, Eastern Asia and South-Eastern Asia have the lowest rates ranging from 
16 to 23 percent.
To address violence in all its forms, the report recommended that countries put in place 
transformative reforms around childcare and gender equality, improve health systems, as well 
as implement educational interventions and evidence-based prevention strategies.
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IOM Says Over 131,000 Displaced in Northern Ethiopia in Need of Emergency Aid

UNITED NATIONS, March 9 (Sputnik) - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) on 
Tuesday reported that more than 131,000 people have been displaced in Ethiopia’s Tigray 
region since armed conflict started there last November and are in need of emergency aid. 
"Almost 70 percent (91,046) are in Tigray, 26 per cent (34,091) are in Afar and 5 per cent 
(6,453) are in Amhara," the IOM said in a release. "Many displaced persons - including women 
and children - reportedly are in need of emergency shelter, food and access to clean and safe 
drinking water."
The IOM said the number of displaced people may be higher since the published number 
represents only those who have been observed at sites accessible to the organization’s 

surveyors.
The IOM vowed to expand its assessment coverage further to the north of the country in order 
to provide a more accurate assessment.
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German Ambassador to US Says Nord Stream 2 Pipeline Debates ‘Completely Overblown’ 
WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - Germany’s Ambassador to the United States Emily Haber 
said on Tuesday that the issue of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline is given "a completely 
overblown importance" and will lose its relevance in the coming years as Transatlantic allies are 
determined to faze out fossil fuels.
"From my point of view, we have attributed it [Nord Stream 2] a completely overblown 
importance, which it will not have in a long run," Haber said during a virtual conference hosted 
by the Brookings Institution.
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The ambassador noted that both the US and Germany have declared a goal to switch 
completely to fossil-free fuels by 2050 and in the meantime will be significantly reducing the 
segment.
Haber said debates over the Nord Stream 2 project help "a Russian intention to pit Europeans 
and Transatlantic partners against each other."
US critics of the project tend to overlook what the European Union and Germany did to alleviate 
concerns about the continent's reliance on Russian energy supplies, including reversed flow 
provisions or the trilateral negotiations with Ukraine, she also said.
"I must say, I heard so often ‘You are feeding the beast. You are, Germany is feeding Russian 
disruptive policies in the Ukraine...’ if that is the argument then we should also factor in the oil 
imports from Russia that come to the United States," Haber added.
Nord Stream 2 is a joint venture of Russian energy company Gazprom and five European 
partners, aimed at the construction of a twin pipeline to deliver Russian gas to Germany 
beneath the Baltic Sea. The project is a target of criticism and sanctions by United States, which 
calls it a threat to energy security of Europe and Ukraine.
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IOM Seeks Urgent Access to Ethiopian Migrants Injured in Yemen Holding Facility Fire

UNITED NATIONS, March 9 (Sputnik) - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) on 
Tuesday called on the relevant parties in Yemen to enable urgent humanitarian access to more 
than 170 Ethiopian migrants injured in a fire at the immigration holding facility in the capital of 
Sanaa.
"Over 170 people have been treated for injuries, with many remaining in critical condition," IOM 
said in a press release. "Nearly 900 migrants, predominantly Ethiopian, were in the 
overcrowded holding facility at the time of the fire."
IOM noted that the total number of migrants who died in the fire at the Immigration, Passports 
and Naturalization Authority holding facility remains unconfirmed as official records are yet to be 
released.
However, IOM said the consequences of the fire are "horrific" given that many of the migrants 
are in critical condition.
Tens of thousands Ethiopian refugees have traveled to Saudi Arabia via Yemen after an armed 
conflict broke out in Ethiopia’s Tigray region last November. Meanwhile, humanitarian 
organizations on the ground continue to report about the lack of access to the displaced people 
from the Tigray region.
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Bipartisan Group of 140 US Lawmakers Call for Comprehensive Deal With Iran - Letter
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WASHINGTON, March 10 (Sputnik) - A bipartisan group of 140 members of Congress on 
Tuesday sent a letter to Secretary of State Antony Blinken urging him to seek an agreement 
with Iran that is not limited to the country’s nuclear project, but addresses the whole range of 
threats.
The Biden administration has vowed to revive the 2015 nuclear agreement with Iran, formally 
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and use it as the basis for further 
negotiations on the outstanding issues concerning Iran’s ballistic missile program and its 
support for militant proxies across the Middle East.
"As the Biden administration considers negotiations with Iran, we write to express our bipartisan 
and shared view that we must seek an agreement or set of agreements with Iran that are 
comprehensive in nature to address the full range of threats that Iran poses to the region," the 
lawmakers, led by Congressmen Anthony Brown and Michael Waltz, wrote.
The lawmakers insist the Biden administration address at the outset three core tenets - Iran’s 
nuclear and missile programs as well as funding of terrorism. The letter calls for implementing 
longer-lasting restrictions and tighter inspection regimes, obtaining guarantees that Iran cannot 
develop a nuclear-capable ballistic missile as well as provisions to curb its support for warring 
parties in Syria and Yemen, militias in Lebanon and Iraq.
"These and potential future actions must be addressed and Iran must release their political 
prisoners," the lawmakers wrote. "There is consensus within Congress that allowing one of the 
world’s leading state sponsors of terrorism to obtain nuclear weapons is an unacceptable risk." 
The lawmakers also said they recognize there is no a singular diplomatic path forward on the 
specified objectives , but emphasized they look forward to working with the Biden administration 
as partners "to achieve lasting peace in the region."
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US House Armed Services Chief Backs Biden Call to Repeal 2002 Iraqi War Authorization

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration’s call to repeal and replace the 
2002 congressional resolution that authorized the war against Iraq won support from US House 
Armed Services Committee Chair Adam Smith on Tuesday.
“Much has changed since the initial passage of the 2002 AUMF [Authorization for the Use of 
Military Force], namely the democratic Iraqi government is now our partner in our 
counterterrorism mission, Smith said in a press release. “Given that the 2002 AUMF was 
passed to authorize the Iraq war, and because circumstances in the region have changed so 
significantly over the past 19 years, this authorization should be repealed.”
The Biden administration recently signaled a willingness to work with Congress to clarify 
legislative approvals for presidential deployments of the US military.
At issue are two AUMF resolutions, one in 2001 that authorized war in Afghanistan and more 
broadly the war on terror, as well as a subsequent AUMF in in 2002 that approved the US-led 
invasion of Iraq.
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In addition to repealing the 2002 measure, Smith signaled support for talks on a whole new 
framework for US military interventions abroad.
“It’s not enough to just repeal the 2002 AUMF - serious reforms to the 2001 AUMF are also 
required, and I look forward to working on substantive changes with my colleagues in 
Congress,” Smith said.
Critics charge that both resolutions have been stretched to the limit, citing former President 
Donald Trump use of the measures to justify strikes targeting Iranian-backed military operatives 
in Iraq, as well as strikes against targets inside Iran.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Berlin Hopes US, Germany Can Return to Joint Approach on Targeted Sanctions - Maas

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - Berlin expects that the United States and Germany can go 
back to the joint approach of targeted sanctions against Russia and China that collapsed in the 
past four years, German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said during an event at the Brookings 
Institution on Tuesday.
“We have responded to Moscow’s and Beijing’s crackdown on civil society and their violations of 
international law, and I hope that we can return to a joint transatlantic approach on targeted 
sanctions after that approach fell apart in the last four years,” he said.
Maas posed the question on what the response should be to creating a level playing field with 
an “ever more challenging confrontational China" and “ever more aggressive and repressive 
Russia”
"Answering these questions will be essential to the future of our alliance. Strengthening NATO’s 
political role will be an important step. But what is even more important is that we commit to a 
joint approach. To me that means pushing back wherever Russia, China or others threatening 
our security, prosperity, democracy, human rights and international law,” he said.
Maas emphasized that Germany massively invested in European defense and security last 

year.
Since 2014, Germany’s defense spending grew by 69 percent and the country will stick to that 
part, he said.
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RPT - Jury Selection Begins in US Trial of Derek Chauvin for Murder of George Floyd

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - Jury selection got underway on Tuesday morning in the 
trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin over the killing of African-American 
George Floyd on May 25.
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During Tuesday's proceedings, Hennepin County District Court Judge Peter Cahiil cautioned the 
panel of prospective jurors not to watch any media coverage of the case during the trial.
Jury selection was initially due to begin on Monday but was delayed so that Cahill could first to 
hear from the state of Minnesota Court of Appeals whether a third-degree murder count can be 
added to charges brought against Chauvin.
The former police officer is already charged with second-degree unintentional murder and 
second-degree manslaughter. He pleaded not guilty.
Though the appeals court has yet to issue its decision on that point, Cahill began screening the 
pool of possible jurors. The process of jury selection could take up to three weeks.
Floyd’s in-custody death, which was captured on a bystander's cellphone video, sparked a wave 
of protests across the United States against racially motivated police brutality.
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Maas Agrees With Blinken Certain Conditions Must Be Met Before Troops Leave Afghanistan

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said on Tuesday that 
he agrees with US Secretary of State Tony Blinken that certain conditions must be met before 
the multinational force in Afghanistan leaves the country.
"For 20 years now, German soldiers have been standing shoulder to shoulder with the American 
partners in Afghanistan," Maas said. "I agree with [Secretary of State] Tony Blinken that the 
certain conditions need to be met before we leave because we didn’t make all these great 
sacrifices over the years just to see Afghanistan descend into chaos once more."
The United States might completely withdraw troops from Afghanistan by May 1, but other 
options are also not off the table just yet, Afghan broadcaster Tolo News reported on Sunday, 
quoting a letter sent by Blinken to Afghan President Ashraf Ghani.
The letter reportedly contained several proposals put forward on how to accelerate the peace 
process in Afghanistan, including a revised deal for a 90-day reduction of violence and a 
UN-facilitated conference with international stakeholders, including Russia, China, India, Iran 
and Pakistan.
Last February, the United States and the Taliban agreed to a peace deal which contained 
conditions for the launch of a reconciliation process between the radical movement and the 
Afghan government. Among other things, the Taliban committed to reducing violence, which 
both Kabul and Washington later claimed it failed to do.
US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said last month that the troops withdrawal would proceed as 
scheduled and complete in May only if the Taliban implement the terms of the agreement, 
namely reducing violence and cutting ties with terrorist organizations.
A US-led NATO contingent has been present in Afghanistan since 2003 as part of a 
UN-mandated international coalition known as the International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF). In 2015, ISAF was replaced with the Resolute Support Mission with a non-combat 
mandate to train, advise and assist the Afghan security forces. The mission currently includes 
around 9,600 troops from 36 NATO and partner countries.
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Jury Selection Begins in US Trial of Derek Chauvin for Murder of George Floyd

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - Jury selection got underway on Tuesday morning in the 
trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin over the killing of African-American 
George Floyd on May 25.
During Tuesday's proceedings, Hennepin County District Court Judge Peter Cahill cautioned the 
panel of prospective jurors not to watch any media coverage of the case during the trial.
Jury selection was initially due to begin on Monday but was delayed so that Cahill could first to 
hear from the state of Minnesota Court of Appeals whether a third-degree murder count can be 
added to charges brought against Chauvin.
The former police officer is already charged with second-degree unintentional murder and 
second-degree manslaughter. He pleaded not guilty.
Though the appeals court has yet to issue its decision on that point, Cahill began screening the 
pool of possible jurors. The process of jury selection could take up to three weeks.
Floyd’s in-custody death, which was captured on a bystander’s cellphone video, sparked a wave 
of protests across the United States against racially motivated police brutality.
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UN Human Rights Office Appalled by Killing of 9 Activists in Philippines - Spokesperson

UNITED NATIONS, March 9 (Sputnik) - The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) expressed dismay at what it described as the arbitrary killing of nine activists 
by the Philippine security forces in coordinated raids in four provinces, OHCHR spokesperson 
Ravina Shamdasani said in a statement on Tuesday.
"We are appalled by the apparently arbitrary killing of nine activists in simultaneous 
police-military operations in Batangas, Cavite, Laguna and Rizal provinces surrounding metro 
Manila in the Philippines in the early hours of Sunday morning," Shamdasani said.
The activists who were killed - eight men and one woman - had worked on issues relating to the 
rights of fishing communities, the homeless and indigenous people. Six other people were 
reportedly arrested during the raids.
The Philippine government told OHCHR that the security operation was based on search 
warrants issued in the context of its campaign against the communist New People’s Army, 
Shamdasani said.
Under similar circumstances, nine Tumnadok indigenous people's rights activists were killed in 
December in operations to execute search warrants in Panay, the spokesperson said.
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"We urge the police to take urgent measures to prevent the use of excessive force resulting in 
loss of lives during law enforcement operations," Shamdasani said.
The OHCHR is also gravely concerned that the latest killings signalize an escalation in violence 
and "red-tagging" of human rights defenders for allegedly being members of the armed wing of 
the Communist party in the Philippines, Shamdasani addded.
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Russian Foreign Ministry Official Oleg Stepanov Named Ambassador to Canada

TORONTO, March 9 (Sputnik) - Oleg Stepanov, former head of the Russian Foreign Ministry’s 
Foreign Policy Planning Department (FPPD), has been named to be the country’s ambassador 
to Canada, the Kremlin said on Tuesday.
Stepanov’s appointment was signed into law by Russian President Vladimir Putin in a decree 
posted to the government’s document registry portal.
Stepanov, 49, joined the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1994 and has since served in 
several roles within the department’s central apparatus, including serving as adviser-envoy of 
the Russian Embassy in the United States on political and military policy. He has directed the 
FPPD since 2016.
Stepanov replaces Alexander Darchiev, who was relieved of his post in January to head up the 
Foreign Ministry's North American affairs department.
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US, EU Need Stronger Cooperation on Climate to Tackle 'Extraordinary' Crisis - Kerry

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The United States and the European Union should boost 
their collaboration on climate matters in order to deal with what has become an extraordinary 
crisis, US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry said during a visit to Brussels on 
Tuesday.
“As I come here to renew conversations with our friends in Europe over our cooperation on 
climate, which was extraordinary as we led up to the Paris [Climate Agreement],” Kerry said. 
“People have to even be stronger now. We face an extraordinary crisis because the science is 
screaming out, the evidence grows by the year.”
Kerry pointed out that 2020 was the hottest year to date, among many other indicators of 
climate change.
The present time is the greatest opportunity for joint action since the industrial revolution in 
order to "build better” and renew the economies, Kerry said.
"We are no better partners than our friends here in Europe and the European Union. It is 
important for us to align ourselves now which is what we will discuss today because no one
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country can resolve this crisis,” he said. “It will take every country and it will be more than
governments. It will take the civic society of our states, unities, our nations and it will take the 
private sector importantly."
Kerry is currently visiting London, Brussels and Paris where ahead of the upcoming climate 
summits.
In London, Kerry is expected to meet with UK officials who are hosting the COP26 summit in 
Glasgow in November. In Brussels, Kerry will meet with European Commission representatives, 
while in Paris, with French government officials.
In February, Kerry held talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and agreed to boost 
cooperation on cutting carbon emissions. Lavrov welcomed the United States' return to the 
Paris Climate Agreement, which seeks to tackle global warming by reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.
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Air Travelers Gain Confidence as COVID-19 Risks Become More Manageable - Poll

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - A survey of recent airline passengers shows growing 
confidence that pandemic mitigation measures such as vaccinations can reduce travel risk to 
levels that allow nations to reopen borders, according to a new poll by the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) on Tuesday.
A belief that airline travel is becoming safer was reflected in future travel plans, a press release 
explaining the poll said.
"Those expecting to travel within a few months of ‘COVID-19 containment’ now account for 
57percent of survey respondents (improved from 49 percent in September 2020)," the release 
said. "This is supported by vaccine rollout which indicates that 81 percent of people will be more 
likely to travel once vaccinated," IATA said in a release regarding the poll.
The poll also revealed obstacles to a return to normal as about 84 percent of respondents said 
they will not travel to countries that require arriving passengers to quarantine for up to two 
weeks.
Survey participants also said a return to pre-pandemic business travel will take time, with 62 
percent of respondents saying they are likely to travel less for business even after the virus is 
contained.
The IATA said it advocates internationally recognized health credentials and nearly nine of ten 
people surveyed (89 percent) agreed that governments need to standardize vaccine and testing 
certificates.
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US Renews Pledge to Hold Iran Accountable for Abduction' of Ex-FBI Agent - White House
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WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The United States remains committed to holding Iran 
accountable for the alleged abduction of former FBI agent Robert Levinson, who disappeared in 
the country in 2007, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
"After 14 years and repeated, persistent efforts to secure Iran’s cooperation in locating Mr. 
Levinson, we are still without answers. Nevertheless, we will continue to demand answers and 
to hold Iran accountable for his abduction, detention, and probable death,” Psaki said in a 
statement.
US Secretary of State Antony Biinken in a separate statement called on Iran to provide “credible 
answers" to what happened to Levinson. He also urged Tehran to release ail Americans who 
are being "unjustly held captive" in Iranian prisons.
Biinken noted that the US has already sanctioned two high-ranking officials of Iran's Ministry of 
Intelligence and Security allegedly involved in the abduction. "However, this case is not closed," 
he warned.
Levinson retired from the FBI in 1998 but was believed to be in Iran on a CIA mission when he 
disappeared in March 2007. Iranian authorities have repeatedly denied having detained 
Levinson and maintain that the government in Tehran has no knowledge of his whereabouts.
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Fewer than 1 in 10 Americans Plan to Abandon Face masks After COVID-19 Vaccination - Poll

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - Just 7 percent of Americans who now abide by Centers for 
Disease Control recommendations for face masks during the pandemic plan to stop covering 
their faces after being vaccinated, an Axios/lpsos poll showed on Tuesday.
"People remember the start, but there's no clarity on the finish. Right now there's just 
murkiness," Ipsos Public Affairs President Cliff Young said in an Axios press release.
With about 60 million Americans having received the first dose of a vaccine and another 30 
having completed the two-dose regimen, the CDC has announced that small groups of 
vaccinated people can now safely meet indoors.
At the same time, the CDC is still attempting to determine whether and to what extent 
vaccinated individuals can carry the virus and transmit the disease, officials say.
The poll revealed that 81 percent of those surveyed plan to keep wearing masks compared with 
7 percent who expect to discard face coverings, the release said.
In addition, 66 percent said they plan to keep social distancing after being vaccinated compared 
with 13 percent who say they will stop adhering to CDC recommendations to remain at least 6 
feet apart from others, it said.

An 87 percent majority also said they will continue to frequently wash their hands, according to 
the release.
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US, EU Need Stronger Cooperation on Climate to Tackle 'Extraordinary' Crisis - Envoy Kerry

WASHINGTON, March 9 (Sputnik) - The United States and the European Union should boost 
their collaboration on climate matters in order to deal with what has become an extraordinary 
crisis, US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry said during a visit to Brussels on 
Tuesday.
"As I come here to renew conversations with our friends in Europe over our cooperation on 
climate, which was extraordinary as we led up to the Paris [agreement],” Kerry said. “People 
have to even be stronger now. We face an extraordinary crisis because the science is 
screaming out, the evidence grows by the year."
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