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US Police Department Investigates 'Concerning Materials' in Virginia as Suspect Taken Into
Custody
by Marv F.

The Arlington County Police Department (ACPD) is investigating "concerning materials" in 
Arlington Virginia. In addition to taking on suspect into custody, the police department has also 
requested the assistance of a bomb squad.
A street in Ballston, Virginia, has been blocked off by local police while the city's bomb squad 
investigates "concerning materials" found in a home, Arlington Now reported.
Police discovered the materials while conducting a search warrant on N. Stuart Street between 
11th Street N. and Washington Blvd. The search warrant was executed after a suspect made 
violent threats against an unidentified individual, Arlington County Police Department 
spokesperson Ashley Savage confirmed to the outlet.
The suspect is in custody and homes surrounding the residency being searched have also been 
evacuated. The street is expected to be blocked off for an extended period of time.
The Arlington County Fire Department bomb squad truck arrived to provide assistance at 
around 4:30 p.m. local time. Arlington County police and firefighters as well as federal law 
enforcement also arrived at the scene.
No further information has been released by police.
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Polish Writer Reportedly Faces Up to Three Years in Prison for Calling President ‘Moron’ 
by Marv F.

Freedom of speech supports the freedom of individuals to articulate their opinions and ideas 
without fear of censorship or retaliation by the government. In January, the Polish government 
announced it was introducing legislation to prevent social networks from deleting content or 
canceling accounts.
Jakub Zulczyk, a popular Polish writer, could face a potential sentence of up to three years in 
prison for calling Polish President Andrzej Duda a “moron” on social media. Zulczyk is accused 
of insulting the Polish president after Duda, an ally of former US president Donald Trump, did 
not explicitly recognize Biden as the election winner in a tweet following the elections.
“As we await the nomination by the Electoral College, Poland is determined to upkeep high-level 
and high-quality PL-US strategic partnership for an even stronger alliance,” Duda wrote in his 
November 7, 2020 tweet.
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According to Polish press, following Duda’s remarks on the US presidential election, Zulczyk 
wrote on social media that Duda’s comments were incorrect and “everything that takes place 
from today — adding the rest of the votes, electoral votes — is pure formality.”
“Joe Biden is the 46th president of the United States. Andrzej Duda is a moron,” Zulczyk added 
in his online remarks.
Zulczyk is being indicted on a charge under Article 135 of Poland’s penal code, which bans 
insults directed toward the president and dictates punishable by up to three years in prison, The 
Washington Post reported.
International rights groups have criticized Duda’s ruling Law and Justice party for suppressing 
freedom of speech, with Freedom House, a nonprofit organization that conducts research and 
advocacy on democracy, political freedom and human rights, stating that Poland has a “suite of 
harsh insult laws, including against blasphemy (punishable by up to two years in prison) and 
insulting the president (up to three years).”
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Slower Service, Higher Prices Outlined in Postmaster General Louis DeJoy’s 10-Year USPS 
Plan
by Mary F.

Louis DeJoy is a US businessman serving as the 75th US postmaster general for the United 
States Postal Service (USPS), an independent agency of the executive branch of the US federal 
government tasked with providing postal services in the US.
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy disclosed the largest rollback of consumer mail services in a 
generation as part of a decades-long plan that will include higher postage prices, longer delivery 
windows and reduced post office hours.
The plan, titled “Delivering for America,” promises to make the USPS more competitive, as the 
agency invests in “advanced package processing equipment” and technology like mobile 
devices for letter carriers. Facing a predicted $160 billion in losses over the next 10 years, 
postal executives have underlined the need to modernize the agency’s operations.
"This is about the long-term viability of the organization under the two missions that we have 
that are legislated, that is deliver to every house six days a week and be self-sustaining," DeJoy 
said during a Tuesday webinar with other postal service officials, Fox 5 reported.
Another one of the biggest changes outlined in the plan is that the current first-class letter 
delivery standard of one-to-three days will be changed to a one-to-five days time frame instead. 
Kristin Seaver, the Postal Service's executive vice president, said the change in delivery times 
will only impact "the fringes of our network,” and that 70% of first-class mail is still expected to 
be delivered during three days, NPR reported.
Under the plan, retail post office hours will be reduced and postage rates could be increased by 
as much as 9%, The Washington Post reported.
DeJoy's plan has been met with mixed reactions, with Senator Gary Peters (D - Ml), who chairs 
the Senate committee with oversight of the Postal Service, expressing concern “that several of
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the initiatives in this plan will harm service for folks across the country who rely on the Postal 
Service for prescription drugs, financial documents, running their small businesses, and more." 
"Cuts to service standards for first-class mail, limiting hours at local post offices, and making it 
more difficult for people to access postal products would adversely impact USPS customers 
across the nation, including in rural and underserved communities,” Peters said in a statement 
obtained by NPR.
The American Postal Workers Union, which represents USPS employees, also noted that the 
plan "contains both positive attributes as well as some proposals that should be of concern to 
postal workers and customers."
Dozens of lawmakers have called on Biden to replace the USPS’ Board of Governors with his 
own nominees.
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy, in particular, has faced major backlash for his reform 
strategies since taking office last year. Many lawmakers have argued that DeJoy’s strategies 
have led to ongoing mail delays.
US President Joe Biden has already nominated three members to join the USPS Board of 
Governors, including Ron Stroman, the former deputy postmaster general who resigned; Anton 
Hajjar, the former general counsel of American Postal Workers Union; and Amber McReynolds, 
CEO of the National Vote at Home Institute.
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Exclusive: Amazon Drops All Low-Tier Workers From Company’s Internal Social Network Amid 
Union Push 
by Morgan Artvukhina

The latest push by Amazon workers to unionize comes amid unprecedented pressures created 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and as US lawmakers hotly debate the Protecting the Right to 
Organize (PRO) Act, the most powerful pro-labor bill in years.
Sputnik has learned that Amazon has implemented sudden and dramatic changes to its internal 
communications system that severely limit the ability of its lowest-level employees to interact 
with one another. The move comes as a historic and hotly contested union drive in Alabama 
enters its final week of voting, and labor experts have warned that meddling in the process is 
likely to backfire on the company.
In a move that caught thousands of employees off-guard last week, Amazon shifted its 
lowest-tier workers off the company’s primary internal social network and onto a totally separate 
network that only allows them to interact with their immediate superiors, two Amazon employees 
told Sputnik on Monday who asked to remain anonymous for fear of reprisal.
“You could speculate till the cows come home,’ one Amazon employee who works in IT told 
Sputnik when asked about why the shift happened without prior communication. “On the darker 
side, you can’t mobilize against something if you don’t know it’s happening.”
Amazon’s many thousands of employees have a variety of internal tools they can use to 
interact, but none was as far-reaching as Phone Tool, a social network that one employee told
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Sputnik is “basically an internal Facebook based on the corporate structure.” Phone Tool links 
workers’ personal profiles, allowing them to exchange information about each other 
professionally or socially and to network with other Amazon workers about common interests. 
Last Wednesday, however, T1s and T2s, Amazon’s lowest-tiers of employees responsible for 
processing and “picking” for orders in the company’s huge warehouses, were suddenly unable 
to access Phone Tool and instead redirected to using another program called A to Z. An internal 
memo given to Sputnik that was distributed to T3s and above, who were not affected by the 
decision, lays out the company’s official rationale.
“We continue to invest heavily in A to Z and recently added a feature to make information about 
your leadership organization and job details available through A to Z for easier access on and 
off the Amazon network. Our goal with A to Z is to make the information and tasks you need for 
your job at Amazon as simple to find as possible whether it is benefits information, scheduling 
VET [voluntary extra time] or VTO [voluntary time off], requesting time-off, reading important 
news and notifications, or getting HR support,” the talking points memo says, noting: “Please 
use in verbal conversations only, do not send to employees.”
One Amazon employee Sputnik spoke with estimated that half a million employees were 
affected by the move, or roughly the total number of new hires in all of 2020, according to the 
company’s fourth quarter earnings report. However, the IT worker Sputnik spoke with estimated 
T1s and T2s could be 80% of the staff in a given facility. Amazon has roughly 1.3 million 
employees in total, having grown dramatically in the last year.
Amazon did not reply to requests by Sputnik for a comment.
The move has sparked widespread outrage and confusion in the company. Internal 
communications shown to Sputnik reveal a pronounced disconnect between the problems 
leadership seems willing to admit have occurred as a result of the shift and the litany of troubles 
encountered by the T1s and T2s, as well as their superiors.
‘Utterly Reckless and Bizarre’
An IT manager who posted on the company’s internal ticket service asking for access to be 
restored noted that Phone Tool “is the source of truth for verifying associate information and 
leadership chains within the building. Restricting IT access as well as removing team contact 
data team members has caused a significant impact on multiple processes.”
The thread started by the post brought all types of Amazonians with tales of troubles caused by 
the change.
“This affects the moralfe] of the individual employee who is removed from [Phone Tool]. This is 
also used as a spot check to make sure employees are not accidentally moved to another 
manager, which happens frequently,” one commenter wrote. Another called it “a major disruption 
to our operations;” a third denounced the change as “utterly reckless and bizarre, the business 
impact is enormous.”

Training, loss prevention, security, medical care, interpretation services for deaf people, even 
telling if someone is still currently employed have all been disrupted and frustrated by the move, 
according to the workers’ complaints. Many also noted the problems created for trans and 
gender-nonconforming workers, who used Phone Tool to provide information about their 
pronouns and preferred name if it is different from their legal name.
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One person who appeared to be an upper level manager eventually came into the thread, 
dismissing the complaints and telling associates that “The individuals this affects generally do 
not use Phone Tool, do not have laptops as part of their roles at Amazon, and do not use 
Amazon email.”
To this, one person replied: “If the individuals that this affects don’t use [Phone Tool] (citation 
needed) then why remove them from said platform?” Many others soon noted that in fact, T1s 
do use laptops and Amazon email on a daily basis and that it reflects poorly on management 
not to be aware of that prior to making the move.
One Phone Tool affinity group viewed by Sputnik that was attempting to push back on the move 
noted that it had “created a huge operational headache at many levels, not to mention a direct 
attack on the culture of inclusion at FCs [fulfillment centers] and similar sites. It became 
immediately clear that this decision was made without taking into account the impact it would 
have on the folks on the ground. After a year of lauding these associates as ‘heroes’ for working 
through the COVID-19 pandemic, they were surreptitiously wiped away from view.”
'A Form of Anti-Union Discrimination'
Amazon’s move comes amid a historic push by workers at a fulfillment center in Bessemer, 
Alabama, to become the company’s first workers to be represented by a labor union. Sputnik 
has previously reported on the hard-fought battle and the many tactics Amazon has deployed in 
an attempt to frustrate their organizing efforts. These have included daily texts warning of the 
alleged dangers of joining a union, adjusting the traffic lights outside the facility to minimize red 
light time during which activists can spread the word, and even offering them $2,000 bonuses to 
quit.
Last month, The Intercept revealed that Amazon had hired union suppression consultants from 
the Center for Independent Employees, a right-wing think tank bankrolled by the Koch network 
of Republican mega-donors, who they were paying roughly $3,200 per day - more than the 
average $15-an-hour Amazon worker makes in a month.
The Bessemer workers say they are organizing against many endemic problems faced by 
Amazon’s workers across the company, including unsafe working conditions, intense pressure 
to fill orders at a breakneck pace, low wages, and catastrophically low morale - all while CEO 
Jeff Bezos has collected historic profits and continues to be one of the richest men in the world. 
Many employees have noted that damaged morale would be a major effect of shifting T1s and 
T2s off of Phone Tool, because they would no longer feel like they are part of a team or that 
their hard work to earn badges was worth it.
The Amazon employees Sputnik spoke with all said that, taken at face value, the move seems 
to be an attempt to frustrate the union drive by “prevent networking among those who would 
form a union: hourly warehouse associates.”
“I believe this represents both an illegal unilateral change in the terms and conditions of 
employment in violation of Section 8(a)(5) of the NLRA [ National Labor Relations Act] as well 
as a form of anti-union discrimination banned by Section 8(a)(3),” author and human rights & 
labor lawyer Dan Kovalik told Sputnik on Tuesday.
“This could result in a cease and desist order from the NLRB [National Labor Relations Board] 
as well as grounds for setting aside the election in the event the union loses that election,” 
Kovalik added.
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Indeed, the National Law Review noted last week that employers should take note that “many 
not-so-obvious actions involving unions could be considered unlawful,” including interfering with 
a unionization effort.
The outlet notes that the NLRA considers it an unlawful labor practice for an employer “to 
dominate or interfere with the formation or administration of any labor organization or contribute 
financial or other support to it.” However, it also cautions that “cases of this nature are often 
highly fact-specific and assessed based on the totality of the circumstances.”
The mail-in voting for Bessemer workers on whether or not to be represented by the Retail, 
Wholesale & Department Store Union (RWDSU) ends on March 29.
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DARPA Looking to Build ‘Pilot Trust’ in ‘ACE’AI That Can Beat Humans in Dogfights 
by Morgan Artvukhina

Artificial intelligence is one of the Pentagon’s top modernization priorities, for everything from 
data crunching to analysis and even operating vehicles, although some of its past efforts have 
raised ethical concerns.
Eight months after a computer won a simulated dogfight competition against a human F-16 
fighter pilot, the Pentagon’s Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) is pushing 
ahead with the technology, hoping to convince pilots to trust it in control of their own aircraft.
The research firm’s Air Combat Evolution (ACE) program is halfway to “live subscale aircraft 
dogfights” later this year, having already mastered virtual dogfighting, as well as handling the 
controls of a real fighter jet, DARPA announced in a recent press release.
“Our biggest focus at the end of Phase 1 is on the simulation-to-real transition of the Al 
algorithms as we prepare for live-fly sub-scale aircraft scenarios in late 2021,” Col. Dan “Animal” 
Javorsek, program manager in DARPA’s Strategic Technology Office, said in the release. 
“Managing this transition to the real world is a critical test for most Al algorithms. In fact, prior 
efforts have been brittle to just these types of transitions because some solutions can be over 
reliant on digital artifacts from the simulation environment,” he noted.
Last August, DARPA and Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory (APL) jointly hosted the 
AlphaDogfight Trials, in which competing teams’ dogfighting algorithms battled it out for the 
chance to face off against an elite US Air Force F-16 fighter pilot. In the final round, the 
flesh-and-blood fiver was totally outclassed, losing to the Al in a 5-0 shutout.
However, those were just one-on-one matches. Last month, they hosted a new competition for a 
more complex Al that could handle two-against-one fights as well as multiple weapons, forcing 
the computer to think out increasingly complex puzzles.
Afar greater concern now is convincing human pilots to put their survival in the hands of the Al. 
DARPA noted it has conducted “live flights of an instrumented jet to measure pilot physiology 
and trust in Al” and “initial modifications to the first full-scale jet trainer scheduled to host an 
onboard Al ‘pilot,’” a Czech-made Aero L-29 Delfin.
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“The two-seat jet is outfitted with sensors in the cockpit to measure pilot physiological 
responses, giving researchers clues as to whether the pilot is trusting the Al or not,” DARPA 
wrote, noting that “the jet is not actually flown by an Al; rather a safety pilot in the front cockpit 
acts as a ‘human servo actuator’ executing flight control inputs generated by an Al. To the 
evaluator pilot in the backseat, it appears as if the Al is performing the aircraft maneuvers.” 
Javorsek noted that researchers are tracking how long the pilots are willing to engage the Al 
pilot as well as where the evaluation pilot’s head is looking in order to see how much they are 
checking up on the Al’s performance versus focusing on battle management tasks.
However, the next step is a truly Al-controlled jet: DARPA says it is already modifying another 
Aero aircraft, an L-39 Albatros trainer, to do the job in Phase 3 testing expected to begin in late 
2023 or 2024.
The technology is also expected to be used in the Air Force’s “loyal winaman” program, which 
aims to provide human pilots with Al-powered drone companions above the battlefield. In 
December, the US Air Force Life Cycle Management Center handed out three contracts to 
Boeing, Kratos, and General Atomics “to produce missionized prototypes” by this summer. 
According to the Air Force, the loyal wingman system will be an “atrittable” asset over the 
battlefield, able to scout ahead of manned aircraft, focus on specific targets and even take an 
incoming missile intended for a manned aircraft. It will be governed by the Skyborg Al, for which 
13 contracts were handed out last September to develop its various components.
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Photo: Huge Container Ship Gets Stuck Sideways in Egypt’s Suez Canal, Blocking All Sea 
Traffic
by Morgan Artvukhina

Big ships and little waterways scarcely mix well, but it’s still rare that one of the world’s largest 
container vessels finds itself abreast the Suez Canal, cutting off two seas’ worth of ocean-going 
traffic.
The crew of a Panamanian-flagged cargo ship found themselves in dire straits on Tuesday 
evening as their vessel found itself wedged sideways into the banks of the Suez Canal, blocking 
all traffic in both directions through the waterway.
“Ship in front of us ran aground while going through the canal and is now stuck sideways looks 
like we might be here for a little bit,” user fallenhearts17 posted on Instagram on Tuesday, 
accompanied by an alarming image of a huge container vessel sitting astride the Suez Canal. 
According to ship tracking data, the vessel is the Ever Given, a 400-meter-by-59-meter cargo 
vessel with a gross tonnage of 219,079 tons flying the flag of Panama. The cargo ship is logged 
as having last visited Tanjung Pelepas, Malaysia, and is en route to Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 
where it was due to arrive in a week. That was, at least, until this afternoon.
It’s unknown how the huge ship arrived in its predicament, but fallenhearts17 did note that the 
ship had cut off their vessel, which appears to the Maersk Denver, before entering the canal.
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Now, Egypt has mounted an all-out effort to try and induce the Ever Given to budge. In the 
photo, a small excavator can be seen attempting to dig out the ship’s bow from the sandy shore, 
and vessel tracking data shows close to a dozen tugs trying to push it into deeper water.
The Panama-flagged cargo vessel Ever Given seen sideways in the Suez Canal on 
Vesselfinder March 23, 2021, as several tugboats attempt to free her
With the ship sideways, no traffic can pass through the canal, which is the only way to get from 
the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean beyond. Tracking data shows a 
true traffic jam developing at both ends of the 120-mile-long canal, with dozens of ships waiting 
to enter.
The busy waterway handles roughly 47 ships per day, although crashes often occur due to its 
narrowness. In 2014, two enormous container ships collided at the north end of the Suez Canal, 
and in 2018, a five-ship pile-up happened inside the canal after one ship’s engine cut out, 
causing the others to run into the back of one another.
The canal was built between 1859 and 1869 under the direction of French engineer Ferdinand 
de Lesseps and financed by the French and Egyptian governments. However, Cairo lost all 
control over the canal after the heavily indebted Egyptian government was forced to sell its 
shares in the managing company to the UK in 1875. In 1956, when the company’s 99-year 
lease expired, Egyptian President Gamel abd al-Nasser moved to nationalize the canal, after 
which a joint British-French-lsraeli force temporarily invaded and occupied the canal zone, 
closing it for nearly a year before US and Soviet pressure forced them to withdraw.
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YouTube Refuses to Remove Livestreamed Video of Deadly Boulder Shooting 
by Gabv Arancibia

To date, the US has documented a total of seven mass shootings in 2021, with the most recent 
incident claiming the lives of 10 individuals in Colorado. The deadly shooting on Monday came 
less than a week after a gunman killed eight people in a series of attacks on massage parlors in 
Georgia.
YouTube has declared it will not be removing a livestreamed video that gave detailed insight into 
the shooting scene that unfolded at a King Soopers supermarket in Boulder, Colorado, it was 
revealed on Tuesday.
The video sharing company has indicated that rather than deleting the graphic video content, it 
will be adding a warning label, and placing restrictions that would make the video available to 
only users over the age of 18.
"Following yesterday’s tragic shooting, bystander videos of the incident were detected by our 
teams," Elena Hernandez, a spokesperson for YouTube, told The Hill in a statement. "Violent 
content intended to shock or disgust viewers and hate speech are not allowed on YouTube, and 
as a result we have removed a number of videos for violating our policies."
However, when it came to the video footage recorded and shared on the platform by 
self-avowed citizen journalist Dean Schiller, different standards were tapped.
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"We do allow certain violent or graphic content with sufficient news or documentary context, and 
so we’ve applied an age restriction to this particular content," Hernandez explained, before 
noting the company “will continue to monitor this rapidly changing situation.”
The citizen journalist livestreamed the events on his YouTube channel ZFG Videography, and 
managed to amass roughly 30,000 viewers while live. As of Tuesday afternoon, the video has 
gained over 625,000 views.
At present, the warning placed on the video reads: “The following content has been identified by 
the YouTube community as inappropriate or offensive to some audiences.” In order to view the 
recording, users are required to select an acknowledgement statement before proceeding.
The graphic video begins with Schiller running toward the supermarket, as he is explaining to 
viewers that he heard gunshots and saw an individual lying face down at the entrance of the 
establishment. At least three bodies are seen in the opening seconds of Schiller’s stream, and 
two gunshots are heard before he decides to place some distance between himself and the 
building.
The three-hour-long video, which also included footage of a man believed to be the shooter 
being escorted by police, saw Schiller repeatedly refusing to leave the crime scene and arguing 
with law enforcement officials. At one point, Schiller is heard telling officers that he’s “a 
journalist, don’t yell at me, I’m watching you, I’ll do what I want.”
After eventually being successfully booted from the scene, Schiller opted to give several 
interviews to media outlets before then deciding to drive to another suspected shooting scene in 
the area that was blocked off by authorities. The livestream only ended after Schiller’s phone 
battery began to run out.
Schiller’s controversial recording has been repeatedly blasted online by critics. Many have 
called Schiller out for his decision to air unsubstantiated theories regarding the shooting, reveal 
police tacticsthat the shooter could have used to their advantage, and for prioritizing filming the 
scene over helping victims.
Incidentally, this is not the first time that Schiller has gone toe-to-toe with local law enforcement. 
The Colorado Springs Gazette reported earlier that police have been well aware of Schiller, 
especially after he and fellow citizen journalist Jedon Kerr filed a lawsuit against the City of 
Boulder in 2019 over their arrest and temporary detention for filming inside and around the 
Boulder County Jail.
Boulder police announced late Monday that the shooting spree killed 10 individuals, including an 
officer with the Boulder Police Department who was among the first officials to respond to the 
scene. The shooting suspect has been identified as a 21-year-old resident of Boulder, and has 
been charged with 10 counts of first-degree murder.
Police believe an investigation into the shooting will take no longer than 5 days.
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US Judge Rejects Ghislaine Maxwell’s Third Bail Request Over Flight Risk Concerns 
by Gabv Arancibia
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Ghislaine Maxwell is a former associate of financier and convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, 
who died behind bars in 2019 before standing trial on sex trafficking charges. Maxwell has been 
accused of soliciting underage girls for Epstein over a period of multiple years. She has 
repeatedly denied the allegations.
A federal judge has once again rejected a bail request submitted by Maxwell’s legal 
representatives, ruling that the defendant would still be a flight risk if she renounces her French 
and British citizenship.
US District Judge Alison Nathan noted in the ruling that despite Maxwell’s latest efforts for the 
court to grant her bail request, there are currently no options that would guarantee the 
accused’s return to court.
“The court concludes that the proposed restraints are insufficient to alter its conclusion that no 
combination of conditions can reasonably assure her appearance [for legal proceedings],” the 
judge wrote in the 12-paqe decision.
“While her proposed bail package is substantial, it cannot provide such reasonable assurances. 
As a result, the court again determines that ‘no condition or combination of conditions will 
reasonably assure the appearance of the defendant, and it denies her motion for bail on this 
basis.”
The judge further explained that the court’s assessment of Maxwell is unchanged, underscoring 
that the former Epstein associate “continues to have substantial international ties, familial and 
personal connections abroad, substantial financial resources, and experience evading 
detection.”
Nathan did, however, acknowledge that the court would be willing to “order her release” in the 
event that officials could determine a “set of conditions” ensuring Maxwell’s future appearance in 
court.
Maxwell and her legal team filed their latest bail request last month. In the February filing, the 
British socialite offered to renounce both her British and French citizenship, as well as placing 
millions in assets inside a closely-monitored bank account.
The defense team previously indicated that Maxwell’s willingness to give up her British and 
French citizenship “demonstrates her earnestness to abide by the conditions of her release and 
underscores that she has no intention to flee.” Additionally, officials have stated that the bail is 
needed before the start of her July trial so that she can “communicate freely” with her legal 
counsel.
Nathan has rejected bail proposals from Maxwell twice, once in July 2020and again in 
December 2020. The second rejection came after Maxwell offered to post a hefty $28.5 million 
bond.
Maxwell has been charged with a variety of criminal offenses, including both enticing a minor to 
travel to engage in criminal sexual activity and knowingly transporting a minor with the intent to 
engage in sex, among other counts. If convicted, she faces up to 35 years in prison.
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Laughing Harris - Political Cartoon
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Over the last few months, the US has experienced a massive resurgence in the amount of 
illegal border crossings, with American officials stationed at the US-Mexico border struggling to 
provide adequate housing for thousands of minors entering the Land of the Free without a 
parent or guardian.
US Vice President Kamala Harris turned heads and prompted the collective raising of eyebrows 
this week after she appeared to laugh off the booming migrant crisis at the US’ southern border. 
Earlier this week, Harris visited Jacksonville, Florida, in an effort to further promote the 
administration’s COVID-19 relief package, but instead caught the attention of many when she 
gave an odd response to a reporter about the events unfolding at the border.
Video of the interaction initially shows Harris being asked whether she plans to visit the 
US-Mexico border, opting to respond by remarking that she would not be making the trip “today.” 
However, within seconds, Harris followed up the comment by laughing.
The ill-timed moment of laughter subsequently prompted various politicians and activists to 
sound the alarm and blast Harris for her reaction, many of whom questioned what was funny 
about the inquiry.
Harris’ reaction came as photos from inside a temporary US Customs and Border Protection 
overflow facility in Donna, Texas, showed severe overcrowded conditions. Figures recently 
obtained by the media indicated that hundreds of individuals were being held past the 72-hour 
legal.
Although Homeland Security Chief Alejandro Mayorkas has stated that the migrant surge “is on 
pace” to reach its highest toll in the last 20 years, the Biden administration has yet to 
acknowledge the severity of the current situation.
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US Judge Eyes Gag Order, Blasts DoJ Disclosures About New Potential Capitol Riot Charges 
by Gaby Arancibia

Hundreds of individuals who participated in the deadly January 6 insurrection are facing 
indictments in the wake of the violent riot, many of whom have been presented with a variety of 
serious charges. Over the next several months, many are expected to undergo trial 
proceedings.
A federal judge called an impromptu hearing on Tuesday and warned prosecutors with the US 
Department of Justice (DoJ) that he would impose a gag order if details regarding the inner 
workings of the ongoing Capitol riot cases continue to be released to the public.
District Court Judge Amit Mehta’s harsh remarks came in the wake of a pair of media stories 
from CBS’ “60 Minutes” and The New York Times that touched on the possibility of more severe 
charges being tacked on against defendants. Mehta is overseeing the cases against 10 alleged 
members of the Oath Keepers, a right wing, anti-government paramilitary group, who took part 
in the insurrection.
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"No matter how much press attention this matter gets, let me be clear these defendants are 
entitled to a fair trial, not one that was conducted in the media," Mehta, who was appointed to 
the federal district court by former US President Barack Obama, told officials.
"If there are further public comments or stories of the kind that we've seen in the last 48 hours, I 
will not hesitate to consider a gag order."
The first of the public disclosures surfaced Sunday, when the “60 Minutes” broadcast saw 
Michael Sherwin, the former acting US attorney for Washington, DC, reveal to the American 
public that he believed seditious conspiracy charges may be filed against some individuals 
charged in the riot. Additionally, Sherwin also indicated that former US President Donald Trump 
was likely culpable for his role in the riot.
The second of the week’s revelations came the following day in an article published by the 
Times. Citing sources briefed on the deliberations, the Monday piece noted that officials within 
the Justice Department reviewed potential sedition charges against members of the Oath 
Keepers, and were “weighing whether to file them for weeks.”
Highlighting both instances, Mehta reiterated that the release of such information was 
completely unacceptable, and that “the government, in my view, should know better.”
"Let me just say at the outset that I am surprised, I'm being restrained in my use of terminology, 
to say the least, to see Mr. Sherwin sitting for an interview about a pending case in an ongoing 
criminal investigation," Mehta said.
"Whether that interview violated justice policy is really not for me to say, but it is something I 
hope the Department of Justice is looking into," the judge added. "As for the New York Times 
story, I found it troubling that sources within the Department of Justice, were detailing the 
possibility of additional charges in pending criminal cases and an ongoing criminal 
investigation."
The hearing later saw John Crabb, a supervisor and the head of the criminal division for the US 
attorney’s office in DC, remark that both respective leaks to the media were in violation of 
department policy. He further stated that both announcements had been referred to the Office of 
Professional Responsibility, the internal watchdog for the DoJ.
Lawyers representing several of the defendants indicated they had been contacted by “60 
Minutes” regarding the cases, but that they had ultimately declined to do so as it would have 
been inappropriate.
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Chauvin Trial: Diverse Jury Selected, Opening Statements Scheduled for March 29 
by Evan Craighead

Former Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) Officer Derek Chauvin stands accused of 
second-degree murder, third-degree murder and manslaughter in relation to the death of 
George Floyd. Last week, Chauvin's lawyer attempted to get the trial moved to a new city, citing 
concerns related to the city's recent $27 million settlement to Floyd's family.
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Despite a series of juror dismissals in recent weeks, a full jury - and two alternates - were 
officially selected Tuesday for Chauvin's trial for his alleged role in the May 2020 death of Floyd. 
There are presently 15 jurors, but two of them have been designated as alternates. Another 
individual is expected to be excused by Hennepin County District Judge Peter Cahill if the 12 
jurors and two alternates are able to remain following opening statements on Monday, March 
29.
Citing the court, the Associated Press reported that, of the 14 seated jurors, whose ages range 
from 20s to 60s, eight are white, four are Black and two are multiracial.
Additionally, nine of the jurors are women, and five are men.
The outlet noted that Cahill will keep the selection pool open until Monday, in case additional 
jurors need to be selected.
Final seating of the jury comes less than two weeks after the city of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
agreed to pay the family of George Floyd $27 million to settle a civil lawsuit originally filed in July 
2020.

Prosecutor Steve Schleicher highlighted last week that the state is not involved in matters 
related to the settlement. At the same time, Chauvin defense attorney Eric Nelson argued there 
was "suspicious timing" behind the settlement, and the award "has incredible potential to taint 
the jury pool."
After detaining Floyd for allegedly making a purchase with a counterfeit $20 bill on May 25,
2020, Chauvin was captured on video holding his knee on the 46-year-old man's neck for 
approximately nine minutes.
Ex-Minneapolis Police Officers J. Alexander Kueng and Thomas K. Lane were seen holding 
Floyd's legs down at certain points during footage from the scene. The two former rookie cops 
are slated to have separate trials for their alleged roles in the death of Floyd.
Another ex-officer, Tou Thao, has also been charged for his alleged role in the incident. During 
an extended interview with federal authorities, Tou admitted he could have been more 
"observant," but also argued that he was expecting his colleagues to "do their job," as he was 
managing crowd control at the time.
The two rookie officers have said they were following orders from Chauvin, who was a 19-year 
MPD veteran at the time.
"What is my client supposed to do other than follow what the training officer said?" Lane's 
lawyer asked the court in June 2020.
According to a final autopsy report by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner’s Office, Floyd 
died from "cardiopulmonary arrest, complicating law enforcement subdual, restraint, and neck 
compression."
The autopsy document also listed recent methamphetamine use and the presence of the opioid 
pain reliever fentanyl in Floyd's system under "other significant conditions." However, the drugs 
were not deemed to be the ultimate "cause of death."
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State Senator Proposes 'Unorganized Militia' Bill to Circumvent Possible US Gun Restrictions
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by Evan Craighead

The push for new US gun legislation has intensified in the wake of recent mass shootings in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and Boulder, Colorado. On Tuesday, US President Joe Biden called on 
Republican and Democratic members of the Senate to rally and pass a pair of gun reform bills 
that seek to expand background check requirements for prospective gun owners.
The South Carolina Senate Family and Veteran’s Services subcommittee on Tuesday voted 2-1, 
in favor of holding a full committee vote on S.614. a bill that seeks to expand "organized militia" 
membership from "able-bodied male citizens" between 18 and 45, to all state residents over 17. 
Republican State Senator Tom Corbin, who proposed the bill, told the Associated Press the bill 
"would prevent the federal government from ever confiscating any of your weapons. Because at 
the end of the day, the federal government cannot disarm a standing army."
Under the proposed legislation, anyone over the age of 17 "shall have the right to possess and 
keep all arms that could be legally acquired or possessed by a South Carolina citizen as of 
December 31, 2020."
Said arms include, but are not limited to, "shouldered rifles and shotguns, handguns, clips [and] 
magazines."
The bill also highlights an "unorganized militia member" is welcome to "resign at any time" and 
resume "civilian status."
As the proposal moves on to a full committee vote in the South Carolina State Senate, some of 
Corbin's colleagues argue that the bill is an overreaction to possible federal gun legislation.
"I would like to see if we have any type of documentation or evidence where the federal 
government is coming into people's homes. I keep hearing that but I just don't see any 
indication," Democratic State Senator Kevin Johnson said. "Most of the folks that I know respect 
people's right to bear arms."
While US gun legislation has been a constant topic for years, the Monday mass shootinqin 
Boulder, as well as the March 16 mass shootings in Atlanta have brought a number of gun law 
concerns - such as background checks - to a national conversation.
Biden delivered a Tuesday address to the American public, urging senators to "immediately 
pass the two House-passed bills to close loopholes in the background check system."
The two bills, HR 8 and HR 1446. narrowly passed in the House following overwhelmingly 
partisan votes earlier this month. Prior to the recent shootings, Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY) pledged to bring the bills to a vote in the chamber to "see where people stand." 
Former US President Barack Obama also condemned the recent mass shootings in a 
statement, arguing lawmakers should "make it harder for those with hate in their hearts to buy 
weapons of war."
"We should be able to live our lives without wondering if the next trip outside our home could be 
our last," he wrote. "We should. But in America, we can't."
As lawmakers from both sides of the aisle extend thoughts and prayers to the victims and their 
families, there remain differences in how to approach addressing gun violence and the purchase 
of firearms in the US. Furthermore, some Americans consider the implementation of stricter gun 
laws to be an infringement on their Second Amendment right to bear arms.
Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA) argued during a Tuesday Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on 
gun violence that the issue needs to be put "in perspective."
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He went on to compare, "not perfectly equate," drunk drivers to mass shooters.
"We have a lot of drunk drivers in America that kill a lot of people. We oughta combat that, too," 
he said. "I think what many folks on my side of the aisle are saying is the answer is not to get rid 
of all sober drivers, the answer is to concentrate on the problem."
"When a Muslim jihadist blows up a school full of school children, we are often told not to 
condemn all of the actions of those of the Muslim faith because of the actions of a few. And I 
agree with that," Kennedy said. "So why doesn't the same rule apply to the 100 million-plus gun 
owners in America who are exercising their constitutional right?"
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Belgian Zoo Caretaker 'Seriously Injured'After Giant Panda's Presumed Escape Attempt 
by Evan Craighead

Giant pandas - native to remote and mountainous regions in central China - have a reputation of 
being cute and cuddly, but according to a Pairi Daiza zoo spokesperson, the species does not 
tolerate intrusion. The World Wide Fund for Nature estimates less than 1,900 giant pandas are 
left in the wild, while some 600 are in zoos and breeding centers.
Pairi Daiza, a privately owned zoo and botanical garden in Brugelette, Belgium, confirmed on 
Monday that a caretaker, "for reasons still unknown" came face-to-face with a giant panda "in a 
hallway where only caretakers can enter."
"He attacked and bit the caregiver in the arm and leg. What exactly went wrong is now being 
investigated," Pairi Daiza media rep Mathieu Goedefroy told Flemish daily newspaper De 
Standaard. per an English-language translation.
"What is certain is that the panda should never have entered that space."
Another employee of the zoo informed the outlet that the injured caregiver was taken away after 
the colleagues safely locked up the giant panda.
Though his life is not expected to be in danger, the outlet did note the caregiver is considered to 
be "seriously injured."
Furthermore, employees involved in the incident will receive the option of psychological 
counseling.
Tian Bao, the four-year-old giant panda in question, is notably the first giant panda to be born in 
a European country. The panda is slated to be sent to China before the year's end.
"The giant Pandas are above all ursids, lonely animals tolerating no intrusion into their 
territories. The healer, who has been present with the giant Pandas for several years, knew 
these safety procedures," the zoo detailed in a March 20 Facebook post.
While patrons were at the zoo and botanical garden during the Saturday incident, the altercation 
remained behind-the-scenes, according to Goedefroy.
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RPT - US-Led Coalition Says Sustained No Injuries, Damage in Rocket Attack Near Base in 
Syria

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The US-led coalition against the Islamic State terror group 
(banned in Russia) said that a rocket fell near its base in Syria’s Deir ez-Zor province and 
caused no injuries or damage.
"Earlier this morning, one rocket landed hundreds of meters away from US Forces on the base 
at Conoco. There were no injuries or damages," the coalition spokesperson told Sputnik on 
Tuesday.
Earlier on Tuesday, the Al-Mayadeen broadcaster reported a rocket attack on the US base in 
the gas field in the northern countryside of Deir ez-Zor. The field has reportedly been home to 
the US-led international coalition's forces.
The report mentioned injuries among US servicemen.
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RPT: ANALYSIS - Biden Tax Hike Could Drive US Firms Offshore Despite Best Intentions

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden's plan to raise taxes on corporations 
and high earners to fund America’s next economic relief package, unless done carefully, could 
force US companies to move operations offshore, analysts told Sputnik.
The Biden administration is reportedly putting together a $3 trillion relief package that includes 
funding for infrastructure and climate projects and proposals for streamlining the tax code. 
Middle-income earners might ultimately pay more too - in one way or another - especially if the 
administration fails to collect enough from those it is targeting. This is despite Biden’s vow that 
his higher tax plan will not hurt anyone earning less than $400,000 a year - an income enjoyed 
by less than 2 percent of Americans.
"What I’m saying is that your intentions are always very good, but whether that will turn out to be 
the case remains to be seen," Johns Hopkins University Economics Professor Louis Galambos 
told Sputnik.
FIRST MAJOR TAX OVERHAUL IN ALMOST 30 YEARS
Under what will likely be the first major federal tax overhaul in almost 30 years, Biden plans to 
raise corporate taxes from 21 percent to 28 percent to pay for US development in the 
post-pandemic era, those familiar with the proposed changes say.
For individual earners, the current US tax code has seven income/tax brackets, with the lowest 
tax rate being 10 percent and the highest 37 percent. It is not known what hike the president 
and his team are planning for the highest earning Americans.
Tax is a political hot potato in the United States, explaining why no president since Bill Clinton in 
1993 has attempted to overhaul the tax code in a meaningful way.
Often, the easy - and popular - way is to cut taxes, as Donald Trump did in 2017 by slashing the 
corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent.
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Since tax breaks and hikes have their own support base, the overhaul will present a dual 
opportunity for Biden. The first is to fund infrastructure and climate and expand aid for poorer 
Americans. The other is to address complaints of inequity in the system brought by members of 
his own Democratic Party, while attempting to woo support from rival Republicans.
In the $1.9 trillion "American Rescue Plan" passed earlier this month for the COVID-19, the 
president relied on the Democrats’ effective one-vote majority in the Senate after Republicans 
totally rebuffed the plan.
The New York Times reported on Monday that Biden's economic advisers were preparing to 
recommend spending as much as $3 trillion on the upcoming infrastructure, climate and social 
reforms package. The administration, however, said in a statement the report was "premature 
and not a reflection of White House thinking."
BIDEN MIGHT NEED BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR THIS ONE
But even if the size of the upcoming stimulus is not larger than that of its predecessor, analysts 
said bipartisan support might still be needed for its passing after the remarkable expansion of 
the US fiscal deficit and debt that began since last year with the $4 billion in COVID-19 
spending by the Trump administration.
The US budget deficit grew by $1.05 trillion in the first five months of fiscal 2021, with an 
expansion of $311 billion in February alone. And that is before this year’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 
stimulus works its way into the Treasury ledger.
The US national debt is approaching $28 trillion, while gross federal debt rose to 136 percent of 
Gross Domestic Product in 2020, from a debt-GDP-ratio of 106 percent in 2019.
"Biden has demonstrated the political support he has by pushing through the American Rescue 
Plan," said Galambos. "But my feeling is he’ll have to make some compromises with this 
upcoming infrastructure plan. There’s also pressure from the left to create a wealth tax, in 
addition to the regular income tax. So, the president is between those two pressures. I would 
say the probability is we'll get an increase in corporate tax that's relatively high. They’ll probably 
try to go back to where they were before the Trump years."
While the White House is resisting an outright wealth tax, as proposed by progressive 
Democratic Senator Elizabeth Warren, the proposed changes to the tax code do target the 
wealthy.
"The president only talks about higher taxes for those making $400,000 and above, but my fear 
is he won’t get enough money from this lot alone," Galambos said. "It is difficult to get much 
more out of the top 1 to 2 percent who are already paying high. So, ultimately, you’d push the 
tax down to the middle class. It’s not certain but it looks like that’s what’s going to happen." 
DELICATE BALANCE IN KEEPING US FIRMS HAPPY AND FIXING INFRASTRUCTURE 
A corporate tax rate of 28 percent could also prompt more US companies to relocate their 
headquarters - or entire operations - to countries with lower taxation rates, he said.
"It seems that a lower tax rate stopped the tide of US corporate departures and now the concern 
is that will start again. I’m most concerned about the tax on corporations because any fallout or 
inadequacy from that will affect jobs and incomes of people who are not billionaires and who are 
in the middle class or working class," Galambos added.
Ramesh Mohan, Professor of Economics at Bryant University in Smithfield, Rhode Island, also 
worries about a possible loss of US competitiveness from a spike in corporate taxes.
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"I’m not too happy about that," he told Sputnik. "There are various other taxes that can be used 
to raise revenue. V\fe can have a gasoline tax or vehicle miles tax. While Biden is planning a 
larger hit on those earning $400,000, we can raise the bar on that to $500,000. That might make 
the plan more politically and socially acceptable."
But Mohan insisted that he liked Biden’s infrastructure plan, which he described as "way 
overdue".
"The US is still carrying so many relic bridges and infrastructure from a century ago. About 20 to 
30 percent of its bridges might collapse at any time. We need to invest in those desperately," he 
said.
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IMF Chief Backs $650Bln Allocation for Global Recovery - Statement

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said in a statement that she supports discussions about a possible new 
Special Drawing Rights allocation of $650 billion to support the global recovery from the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.
"I intend to present by June a formal proposal to the Executive Board to consider a new 
allocation of US$650 billion, based on an assessment of IMF member countries’ long-term 
global reserve needs, and consistent with the Articles of Agreement and the IMF’s mandate," 
Georgieva said on Tuesday.
Georgieva said the $650 billion allocation, if approved, would provide substantial liquidity boost 
to member countries without adding to debt burdens.
The funding could also be used to support vaccination programs, Georgieva said.
The pandemic has now seen more than 124 million confirmed cases of COVID-19 worldwide, 
along with over 2.7 million related deaths, according to Johns Hopkins University data as of 
Tuesday evening.
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IMF Chief Backs $650Bln Allocation for Global Recovery - Statement

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said in a statement that she supports discussions about a possible new 
Special Drawing Rights allocation of $650 billion to support the global recovery from the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.
"I intend to present by June a formal proposal to the Executive Board to consider a new 
allocation of US$650 billion, based on an assessment of IMF member countries’ long-term
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global reserve needs, and consistent with the Articles of Agreement and the IMF’s mandate," 
Georgieva said on Tuesday.
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US Senator Demands 2022 Winter Olympics to Be Moved From China to Another Country

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US Senator Rick Scott sent a letter to sponsors of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) demanding that the 2022 Wnter Olympic Games to be 
moved from Beijing to a city in another country because China has engaged in human rights 
abuses.
“We cannot give a nation that is so overtly abusing human rights a platform to whitewash its 
crimes by hosting the Olympic Games,” Scott said on Tuesday. “Therefore, I am asking you to 
stand for human rights and freedom, and use your considerable leverage as a sponsor of the 
2022 Olympic Games to publicly urge the IOC to move the games to a nation that values human 
dignity and freedom.”
Scott explained he sprung to action because China has engaged in egregious human rights 
violations against the Uyghurs in Xinjiang as well as against Tibetans and the residents of Hong 
Kong.
The US senator said a refusal by IOC sponsors to join the fight against communist China would 
be tantamount to supporting genocide.
On Monday, the United States, United Kingdom, Canada and the European Union imposed 
sanctions on four Chinese officials and one entity.
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Biden Says 'Nothing Much Has Changed' With N. Korea After Missile Tests

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden told reporters that nothing much 
has changed with North Korea’s behavior after Pyongyang test launched short-range missiles 
during the weekend.
"We've learned nothing much has changed," Biden said as quoted in a pool report on Tuesday. 
A senior US administration official said in earlier remarks that the United States is aware of the 
recent launches of short-range missiles by North Korea, but does not consider Pyongyang's 
actions to be provocative behavior.
US media had reported that North Korea tested several short-range missiles over the weekend. 
The reason for North Korea doing so may have been the joint US-South Korea military 
exercises that Pyongyang had repeatedly complained about, the reports said citing sources 
familiar with the issue.
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Biden Says US Will Have 600Mln Vaccine Doses by End of May

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said in a press conference that 
the United States will have 600 million vaccine doses available by the end of May.
"By the end of May we're going to have on-hand roughly 600 million doses, enough for every 
American" Biden said on Tuesday evening.
Biden continued to urge all Americans to get vaccinated when they have the opportunity. 
Moreover, Biden said he is extending the enrollment period for Obamacare by three months to 
August 15 so that more Americans will have the chance to take advantage of the benefits in the 
newCOVID-19 relief bill, which includes increased subsidies.
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UPDATE - Boulder Gunman Had Assault Rifle, Tactical Vest, Handgun - Police Affidavit

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The Boulder gunman Al Aliwi Alissa had an assault rifle, 
semiautomatic handgun and a tactical vest when he killed ten people in a local grocery store in 
Boulder, Colorado, an affidavit revealed on Tuesday.
The New York Times reported citing court records that Alissa was born in Syria in 1999 but 
eventually became a naturalized US citizen.
"A photograph of the items that the male removed on scene included a green tactical vest, a rifle 
(possible AR-15), a semiautomatic handgun, a pair of jeans and a dark colored long-sleeved 
shirt," the affidavit said.
Ten people were killed at a King Scopers supermarket in Boulder, located about 25 miles (40 
km) from Denver. Eric Talley, a 51-year-old police officer who was first to run to the aid of the 
victims, was among the dead. A21-year-old male suspect later identified as Alissa was 
captured alive.
The affidavit said there were no signs Alissa had been under the influence of alcohol and no 
indication of impairment due to drug use. Alissa also told paramedics he was not using any 
medications, the affidavit said.
Alissa had gunshot wound to his upper right thigh during the incident, the affidavit also said.
His criminal history record shows he had a charge for third degree assault in 2018, the affidavit 
added.
The affidavit does not provide a motive for Alissa's shooting. In addition, the affidavit indicates 
Alissa got the handgun from one of his brothers who lived with him, but there's no explanation 
on how he acquired the assault rifle.
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Northrop, Lockheed Win $1.6Bln Contracts on Next Gen Interceptor Designs - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Northrop Grumman and Lockheed Martin have received 
two contracts with a combined value of $1.6 billion to develop designs for the next generation of 
US missile interceptors through the end of Fiscal Year 2022, the US Department of Defense 
announced in a press release.
"The Department of Defense has awarded two contracts to Northrop Grumman Systems 
Corporation and Lockheed Martin Corporation in support of the Next Generation Interceptor 
(NGI) program ... With an estimated maximum value of $1.6 billion through fiscal year 2022," the 
release said on Tuesday.
The contract awards are structured to carry two designs into the technology development and 
risk reduction phase of the acquisition program to reduce technical and schedule risk, the 
Defense Department explained.
“Today’s awards are an important step in modernizing our Missile Defense System. NGI plays 
an important role in our homeland defense, and our acquisition strategy is ensuring the 
department maximizes innovation to keep pace with rapidly advancing threats,” Stacy 
Cummings, performing the duties of Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and 
Sustainment, said.
NGI is an advanced interceptor designed to protect the United States against intercontinental 
ballistic missile attack and the Defense Department will uphold "fly before you buy” principles to 
ensure the overall system and components have been rigorously flight-tested before making 
any procurement decisions, the release said.
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US to Host Security Advisors from Japan, S.Korea as It Completes N.Korea Review - Official

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States is nearing the completion of its North 
Korea policy review and will be hosting next week national security advisors from Japan and 
South Korea to share the conclusions, a senior Biden administration official told reporters.
"We are in the final stages of this review and next plan to host the national security advisors of 
Japan and Republic of Korea to discuss the outcomes and other issues," the official said on 
Tuesday evening.
During an approximately day-long event, US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan will brief 
his colleagues on "essential findings on the way ahead," listen to their concerns and try to 
promote better relations between Japan and South Korea.
The official added that the US hosts plan to hold a trilateral session and bilateral meetings with 
both delegations.
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ANALYSIS - Biden Tax Hike Could Drive US Firms Offshore Despite Best Intentions

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden's plan to raise taxes on corporations 
and high earners to fund America’s next economic relief package, unless done carefully, could 
force US companies to move operations offshore, analysts told Sputnik.
The Biden administration is reportedly putting together a $3 trillion relief package that includes 
funding for infrastructure and climate projects and proposals for streamlining the tax code. 
Middle-income earners might ultimately pay more too - in one way or another - especially if the 
administration fails to collect enough from those it is targeting. This is despite Biden’s vow that 
his higher tax plan will not hurt anyone earning less than $400,000 a year - an income enjoyed 
by less than 2 percent of Americans.
"What I’m saying is that your intentions are always very good, but whether that will turn out to be 
the case remains to be seen," Johns Hopkins University Economics Professor Louis Galambos 
told Sputnik.
FIRST MAJOR TAX OVERHAUL IN ALMOST 30 YEARS
Under what will likely be the first major federal tax overhaul in almost 30 years, Biden plans to 
raise corporate taxes from 21 percent to 28 percent to pay for US development in the 
post-pandemic era, those familiar with the proposed changes say.
For individual earners, the current US tax code has seven income/tax brackets, with the lowest 
tax rate being 10 percent and the highest 37 percent. It is not known what hike the president 
and his team are planning for the highest earning Americans.
Tax is a political hot potato in the United States, explaining why no president since Bill Clinton in 
1993 has attempted to overhaul the tax code in a meaningful way.
Often, the easy - and popular - way is to cut taxes, as Donald Trump did in 2017 by slashing the 
corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent.
Since tax breaks and hikes have their own support base, the overhaul will present a dual 
opportunity for Biden. The first is to fund infrastructure and climate and expand aid for poorer 
Americans. The other is to address complaints of inequity in the system brought by members of 
his own Democratic Party, while attempting to woo support from rival Republicans.
In the $1.9 trillion "American Rescue Plan" passed earlier this month for the COVID-19, the 
president relied on the Democrats’ effective one-vote majority in the Senate after Republicans 
totally rebuffed the plan.
The New York Times reported on Monday that Biden’s economic advisers were preparing to 
recommend spending as much as $3 trillion on the upcoming infrastructure, climate and social 
reforms package. The administration, however, said in a statement the report was "premature 
and not a reflection of White House thinking."
BIDEN MIGHT NEED BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR THIS ONE
But even if the size of the upcoming stimulus is not larger than that of its predecessor, analysts 
said bipartisan support might still be needed for its passing after the remarkable expansion of
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the US fiscal deficit and debt that began since last year with the $4 billion in COVID-19 
spending by the Trump administration.
The US budget deficit grew by $1.05 trillion in the first five months of fiscal 2021, with an 
expansion of $311 billion in February alone. And that is before this year’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 
stimulus works its way into the Treasury ledger.
The US national debt is approaching $28 trillion, while gross federal debt rose to 136 percent of 
Gross Domestic Product in 2020, from a debt-GDP-ratio of 106 percent in 2019.
"Biden has demonstrated the political support he has by pushing through the American Rescue 
Plan," said Galambos. "But my feeling is he’ll have to make some compromises with this 
upcoming infrastructure plan. There’s also pressure from the left to create a wealth tax, in 
addition to the regular income tax. So, the president is between those two pressures. I would 
say the probability is we'll get an increase in corporate tax that's relatively high. They’ll probably 
try to go back to where they were before the Trump years."
While the White House is resisting an outright wealth tax, as proposed by progressive 
Democratic Senator Elizabeth Warren, the proposed changes to the tax code do target the 
wealthy.
"The president only talks about higher taxes for those making $400,000 and above, but my fear 
is he won’t get enough money from this lot alone," Galambos said. "It is difficult to get much 
more out of the top 1 to 2 percent who are already paying high. So, ultimately, you’d push the 
tax down to the middle class. It’s not certain but it looks like that’s what’s going to happen." 
DELICATE BALANCE IN KEEPING US FIRMS HAPPY AND FIXING INFRASTRUCTURE 
A corporate tax rate of 28 percent could also prompt more US companies to relocate their 
headquarters - or entire operations - to countries with lower taxation rates, he said.
"It seems that a lower tax rate stopped the tide of US corporate departures and now the concern 
is that will start again. I’m most concerned about the tax on corporations because any fallout or 
inadequacy from that will affect jobs and incomes of people who are not billionaires and who are 
in the middle class or working class," Galambos added.
Ramesh Mohan, Professor of Economics at Bryant University in Smithfield, Rhode Island, also 
worries about a possible loss of US competitiveness from a spike in corporate taxes.
"I’m not too happy about that," he told Sputnik. "There are various other taxes that can be used 
to raise revenue. We can have a gasoline tax or vehicle miles tax. While Biden is planning a 
larger hit on those earning $400,000, we can raise the bar on that to $500,000. That might make 
the plan more politically and socially acceptable."
But Mohan insisted that he liked Biden’s infrastructure plan, which he described as "way 
overdue".
"The US is still carrying so many relic bridges and infrastructure from a century ago. About 20 to 
30 percent of its bridges might collapse at any time. We need to invest in those desperately," he 
said.
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Blinken Conveyed US Opposition to Nord Stream 2 During NATO Ministerial - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken emphasized during 
his attendance at the NATO Ministerial meeting in Brussels the United States' opposition to the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline project, a senior State Department official said during a telephone 
briefing.
"In tonight's conversation, the Secretary made clear and repeated again what was in his 
statement: the facts of our law, that this is a bad deal that we oppose and have always opposed 
it, and the situation we face," the official said on Tuesday.
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US Does Not View N. Korea Short-Range Missile Launches as Provocative Actions - Official

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States is aware of the recent launches of 
short-range missiles by North Korea, but does not consider Pyongyang's actions to be 
provocative behavior, a senior US administration official told reporters.
"V\fe are... aware of military activity last weekend by the DPRK [North Korea] that is not 
sanctioned by the UN Security Council resolutions restricting the ballistic missile program," the 
official said on Tuesday evening.
The official characterized the launches as "normal military activity" by North Korea and added 
that they fell short of the "provocative actions" category.
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Biden Says US Will Have 600Min Vaccine Doses By End of May

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said in a press conference that 
the United States will have 600 million vaccine doses available by the end of May.
"By the end of May we're going to have on-hand roughly 600 million doses, enough for every 
American" Biden said on Tuesday evening.

US Government Awards City of Boston $1.7Mln for COVID-19 Response Costs - FEMA

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The city of Boston has received a payment of more than 
$1.7 million from the federal government to help it cover expenses generated by its municipal 
responses to the COVI D-19 pandemica, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
announced in a press release.
"The City of Boston received over $1.7 million from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) to help reimburse expenses associated with COVI D-19 response efforts," the
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release stated on Tuesday. "The grant of $1,781,624 is specifically awarded to the city for costs 
incurred for the 500-bed facility at the Boston Hope site."
The Boston Hope facility provided non-acute care for the homeless during spring 2020 and the 
costs being reimbursed covered transportation, medical staffing and equipment, operations and 
management at the facility, the release said.
"This facility provided respite and basic health care for homeless individuals who tested positive 
for COVID-19 but did not require hospitalization.[The] project is funded through FEMA’s Public 
Assistance Program that reimburses eligible applicants for actions taken in the immediate 
response and during recovery from a major disaster," the release added.
FEMA awarded funding for these activities directly to the Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA), according to the release.
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US Jails Gang Member 16 Years for Fire-Bombing African American Homes - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The United States sentenced a senior member of Big 
Hazard, a Hispanic street gang in the city of Los Angeles, California, to 192 months in prison for 
a series of arson attacks on African American homes, the Justice Department said.
"Carlos Hernandez, 36, aka ‘Rider’ or ‘Creeper’... planned, coordinated and led these racially 
motivated attacks that targeted vulnerable families, including grandparents and infants, while 
they were sleeping peacefully in their own homes," Principal Deputy Assistant US Attorney 
General Pamela Karlan said in a press release on Tuesday.
Big Hazard, also known as Hazard Grande, is a Hispanic-American gang in Los Angeles, 
according to media reports.
On Mothers' Day in May 2014, Hernandez organized and led seven co-defendants - all 
members of Big Hazard - in an attack on four apartments, three of which were occupied by 
Black families, the release said.
The motive was to force residents out of their homes, the release added.
All seven defendants who participated in the firebombing were charged in 2016 and have since 
pleaded guilty to federal hate crime and related offenses.
In addition to the 16-year sentence given to Hernandez on Tuesday, five members were 
previously sentenced to lengthy prison terms, according to the release.
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US Govt. Report Details Steps to Protect Critical Infrastructure From 'Insider Threat'

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Anew US intelligence report recommends that private 
organizations that operate critical infrastructure such as power grids create insider threat
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programs to spot employees co-opted by hostile foreign governments to commit sabotage, the 
National Counterintelligence and Security Center (NCSC) said.
"The publication focuses on the human threats to US critical infrastructure, including employees 
at critical infrastructure organizations who may be exploited by foreign adversaries," NCSC said 
in a press release on Tuesday. "This publication provides a roadmap for critical infrastructure 
organizations to build effective insider threat programs."
The "Insider Threat Mitigation for US Critical Infrastructure Entities: Guidelines from an 
Intelligence Perspective" report recommends that organizations target employees "who display 
anomalous behavior" at an early stage.
The release cited several examples of past insider threats, including a bid to recruit employees 
at a French aerospace company to introduce malware into computer systems - a scheme that 
resulted in US criminal charges against Chinese intelligence officers in 2018.
NCSC is a unit within the US Office of the Director of National Intelligence.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) -

NATO MINISTERIAL
* NATO will continue to adapt to rising challenges, including "Russia’s aggressive actions," 
terrorism and cyber threats, according to a statement of the NATO foreign ministers issued on 
Tuesday.
* NATO foreign ministers should consider an increase in alliance funding in order to boost 
defense and deterrence capabilities in the face of the growing challenges in the global security, 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said.
* NATO wants to see a world without nuclear weapons but will remain a nuclear alliance as long 
as they exist, Stoltenberg said.
* NATO has pledged to step up its efforts in responding to climate change issues, including 
adapting its operations and missions to the new environmental challenges, Stoltenberg said.

SYRIA DEVELOPMENTS
* Russia has offered Turkey to resume the operation of several checkpoints in Idlib and Aleppo 
from March 25 due to the difficult humanitarian situation, Rear Adm. Alexander Karpov, deputy 
head of the Russian Center for the Reconciliation of Vterring Parties in Syria, said on Tuesday.
* A US military base in Syria’s eastern Deir ez-Zor province came under missile attack and there 
were several injuries among the US servicemen following the incident, the Al-Mayadeen 
broadcaster reported.
* The US-led coalition against the Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia) said the rocket 
fell near its base and caused no injuries or damage.
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* A source in the Turkish Foreign Ministry confirmed to Sputnik that Russian ambassador Alexei 
Yerkhov was summoned to discuss Turkey's concerns over the recent attacks in Syria's Idlib 
de-escalation zone.

UKRAINE SANCTIONS
* Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy put into effect the decision of the National Security 
and Defense Council (NSDC) of Ukraine to extend sanctions against individuals and 
companies, including from Russia, according to a decree published on the Ukrainian president's 
website.
* Zelenskyy put into effect the decision of the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine 
on three-year sanctions against three French citizens, who are members of the European 
Parliament, over their visit to Crimea last year.

BIDEN PARTICIPATION IN EU SUMMIT
* European Council President Charles Michel said on Tuesday that he had invited US President 
Joe Biden to take part in the virtual EU summit March 25-26 and was looking forward to the 
opportunity to exchange views with him on the future of US-EU relations.
* Biden will virtually take part in the EU leaders’ summit on Thursday where he will talk about 
Russia and China among other matters, the White House announced in a release.

RUSSIA-KAZAKHSTAN TALKS
* Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Kazakh counterpart Kassym-Jomart Tokayev on 
Tuesday held a telephone conversation and discussed expanding trade and economic 
cooperation as well as stepping up the COVID-19 response, the Kremlin said.
* Tokayev asked Putin to secure deliveries of additional doses of Russia's Sputnik V coronavirus 
vaccine against, the Kazakh presidential press service said.

COLORADO SHOOTING
* The US authorities have charged 21-year-old Ahmad Alissa with ten counts of first-degree 
murder in the deadly mass shooting at a grocery store in Colorado, Boulder Police Chief Maris 
Herold said on Tuesday.
* US President Joe Biden said he is not going to speculate on the motive behind the Colorado 
shooting because they do not yet have all the details, but called on lawmakers to impose a ban 
on assault weapons and close the existing loopholes in background check system.
* US Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer on Tuesday said he has committed to pushing 
new background check legislation that aims to end gun violence following the Boulder shooting.

CORONAVIRUS VACCINES
* Canadian health authorities plan to issue a disclaimer, warning of the potential for forming 
blood after vaccinating with the Oxford-AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine, Health Canada Chief 
Medical Advisor Supriya Sharma said on Tuesday.

BOMBER INCIDENT IN RUSSIA
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* An incident took place at a military airfield near Russia's western city of Kaluga, as the catapult 
of the Tu-22M3 long-range bomber fired, a source familiar with the situation told Sputnik on 
Tuesday.
* Three members of the crew of Russia’s Tu-22M3 long-range bomber were killed as s result of 
abnormal activation of the ejection seats, the Defense Ministry said.
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US Opens Another Migrant Holding Facility in Texas to Meet Urgent Need

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is opening another temporary 
care facility in the state of Texas to house up to 500 migrant children, a US Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR) spokesperson said on Tuesday.
"While ORR has worked to build up its licensed bed capacity to about 13,500 beds, additional 
capacity is urgently needed to manage both enhanced COVID-19 mitigation strategies and the 
increasing numbers of UC referrals from DHS. To support this effort, HHS [Department of Health 
and Human Services] will activate a second Carrizo Springs property as Influx Care Facility," the 
spokesperson said.
This is the second temporary care facility set up in Carrizo Springs, Texas, to accommodate an 
influx of migrants arriving at the US southern border. Other temporary influx facilities have been 
set up in the cities of Donna, Dallas, Midland, and Pecos.
The spokesperson said the new facility will house up to 500 migrant children in hard-sided 
structures.
US government data shows that 100,441 migrants were apprehended at border with Mexico in 
February, a significant increase from the 78,442 migrants apprehended in January. A total of 
396,958 migrants have been apprehended at the US southern border in fiscal year 2021, which 
began in October.
The data also shows that about 317,590 migrants have been expelled or turned away 
immediately since October under a Trump-era public health-related policy known as Title 42.
The highest number of migrants expelled in fiscal year 2021 occurred in February with 70,183 
expulsions.
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US, Iraq to Renew Strategic Dialogue in April - White House

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States and Iraq will renew their Strategic 
Dialogue in April, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
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"\Afe look forward to renewing our Strategic Dialogue with the Government of Iraq over the 
month of April. This will be an important opportunity to discuss our mutual interests across a 
range of fields from security to culture, trade, and climate," Psaki said in a statement.
Psaki also said the first round of the dialogue under the Biden administration will clarify that 
coalition forces are in Iraq solely for the purpose of training and advising Iraqi forces to ensure 
that the Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia) cannot reconstitute.
"The United States is committed first and foremost to Iraq’s sovereignty and we look forward to 
these important discussions with Iraqi leaders on the future our partnership as outlined in the 
Strategic Framework Agreement between our two countries," Psaki said.
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US Stocks Fall After Treasury Secretary Yellen Hints at Post-Pandemic Tax Hikes

NEW YORK, March 23 (Sputnik) - US stocks fell broadly on Tuesday, losing as much as 1 
percent, after Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen hinted the government will rise taxes to fund 
development in the post-coronavirus pandemic era.
The technology-laden Nasdaq Composite Index led losses among the three major US stock 
indexes, sliding 1 percent on the day to close at 13,228.
The Nasdaq has been the poster-child for overvalued US equities this year, given the high-flying 
prices of stocks such as Facebook, Apple, Amazon, Netfiix and Google. It has fallen more since 
the start of the year than rival US equity indices, the Dow Jones industrial Average and the 
S&P500.
The S&P500, which groups the top 500 stocks on the New York Stock Exchange, fell 0.7 
percent to close at 3,911.
The Dow, Wall Street’s broadest stock indicator and comprising mostly industrial stocks, dipped 
almost 1 percent to close at 32,423.
Stocks fell after Treasury Secretary Yellen said the Biden administration was examining 
changes to the US tax policy as the economy reopens from coronavirus lockdowns and higher 
revenue was needed to fund infrastructure development, among other things.
President Joe Biden plans to raise corporate taxes from 21 percent to 28 percent to pay for US 
development in the post-pandemic era, under what will likely be the first major federal tax 
overhaul in almost 30 years, officials familiar with the proposed changes have told Sputnik. 
Biden has also said that he plans to raise taxes on individuals earnings $400,000 or more in a 

year.
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Trudeau Government to Table First Canadian Budget in 2 Years on April 19 - Freeland
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TORONTO, March 23 (Sputnik) - Canada’s governing Liberal Party will present the country’s 
first budget in two years on April 19, Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Chrystia 
Freeland said on Tuesday.
"I am pleased to announce, that on April 19 at 4:00 p.m. [8:00 p.m. GMT] the government will 
present Budget 2021," Freeland told Canada’s House of Commons during the day’s Question 
Period session.
The incumbent Canadian government has not presented a federal budget since March of 2019, 
and there is growing speculation that the upcoming federal budget will trigger a national 
election.
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Pentagon Declines to Comment on Reports About North Korea Conducting Nuclear Tests

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby on 
Tuesday declined to comment about the media reports that North Korea conducted nuclear 
tests over the weekend.
"I have nothing for that right now," Kirby said during press briefing.
US media had reported that North Korea tested several short-range missiles over the weekend. 
The reason for North Korea doing so may have been the joint US-South Korea military 
exercises that Pyongyang had repeatedly complained about, the reports said citing sources 
familiar with the issue.
While Kirby declined to discuss the media reports, he noted that North Korea is the only country 
representing a threat in the region.
"There is only one side there who is posing the threat to the region through it’s possession of 
and acquisition of weapons of mass destruction and nuclear weapons, and that is Pyongyang," 
Kirby said.
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COVID-19 Cases Spike Amid Vaccine Shortage in Americas - WHO Regional Chief

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - More than 1.2 million people contracted COVID-19 in the 
Americas in the past week due to a surge complicated by a shortage of vaccines, Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO) Director Carissa Etienne said on Tuesday.
"We do not yet have the vaccines we need to protect everyone," Etienne said in a press release. 
"It’s what happens when the whole world must rely on too few manufacturers. We must also find 
ways to share vaccines more equitably among countries."
In the past week, 31,272 people died from COVID-10 in the Americas, and more than 1.2 million 
people were infected, Etienne said.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/24/2021 11:52:18 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/24/2021 11:52:18 AM

The pandemic is particularly dire in South America, where infection is reported to be spiking in 
Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, Brazil, Venezuela, Guatemala and in the Caribbean nations of Cuba, 
Aruba, Curacao, and Antigua and Barbuda, Etienne added.
Thus far, more than 155.8 million doses of a vaccine have been delivered to the Americas and 
immunization campaigns are underway in 33 of 35 nations that are members of PAHO.
PAHO said it is also assisting the two member countries, Haiti and Cuba, that have yet to begin 
immunization campaigns.
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Indian Cancer Drug Firm Agrees to Pay $50Mln for Records Cover-Up - US Justice Department

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - An Indian cancer drug manufacturer agreed to pay $50 
million in fines for concealing and destroying records in advance of an inspection by US 
regulators, the Justice Department said in a press release on Tuesday.
"Indian drug manufacturer Fresenius Kabi Oncology Limited (FKOL) was sentenced to pay $50 
million in fines and forfeiture after pleading guilty to concealing and destroying records prior to a 
2013 FDA [Food and Drug Administration] plant inspection," the Justice Department said. 
Employees at FKOL's plant in Kalyani, West Bengal, India - where the company manufactured 
ingredients used in cancer drugs distributed to the United States - removed or destroyed 
computers, documents and other data that contained evidence of the plant’s noncompliant 
practices, according to the Justice Department.
FKOL was also ordered to implement a compliance and ethics program designed to prevent, 
detect, and correct violations of US law relating to the company's manufacture of cancer drugs 
intended for terminally ill patients, the Justice Department said.
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US Eyes Reopening Embassy in Libya after Security Permits - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States explores a possibility of reopening its 
embassy in Libya once the security situation permits, but, unlike France, has nothing to 
announce yet, a State Department’s spokeswoman Jalina Porter told reporters.
"V\fe do have an ambassador to Libya. He works in our embassy in Tunisia and obviously he 
travels to the region periodically for meetings that are intended to begin a process of resuming 
the US embassy operations... in Libya as soon as the security situation permits," Porter said. 
"When we have an update on that obviously we will be sure to announce that."
Porter was asked during a daily briefing whether the US will follow suit after France announced 
that it is returning its embassy and ambassador to the Libyan capital of Tripoli next Monday after 
a seven year hiatus.
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The United States shut down its embassy in Tripoli and evacuated diplomats to neighboring 
Tunisia in 2014 when intense fighting between rival militias broke out in the capital city.
The French move comes after the new Libyan executive body replaced two rival administrations 
in the country's west and east. The interim government will be in charge until the national 
elections that are scheduled for December 24.
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Pentagon Receives Request to House Unaccompanied Minor Children - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The Pentagon has received a request from the Health and 
Human Services Department to help house a surge of unaccompanied migrant children at two 
of its military facilities, spokesperson John Kirby announced on Tuesday.
“The Department has received a request for assistance from the Department of Health and 
Human Services to temporarily house unaccompanied migrant children,” Kirby said. “They’ve 
asked specifically for use of Joint Base San Antonio, Lackland, Texas and Fort Bliss, Texas. \Ne 
have just received this request, so I don’t have much more detail than that. We’ll analyze that 
and evaluate it just like we would any other request for assistance."
The US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) said on Tuesday that it is processing 
apprehended migrant children at its holding facilities as quickly as possible.
CBP released photos and videos of migrant children being processed at two facilities in the 
Texas border cities of Donna and El Paso. The footage shows large groups of migrant children 
and women in temporary holding facilities waiting to get processed.
Migrants are seen kept in separate plastic pods inside the facilities that look similar to the steel 
cages used under the previous Trump and Obama administrations. Migrants are fed and 
provided foil blankets and floor mats to rest on.
CBP said it will continue to discourage outside visitors to the facilities as part of its efforts to 
protect the health and safety of the employees as well as the migrant children.
The response from CBP comes on the heels of leaked photos showing overcrowded facilities 
holding migrant children and mounting pressure from the media to get access into these 
facilities to witness the gravity of the situation.
Last week, President Joe Biden said in an interview with ABC News that the vast majority of 
undocumented migrants crossing the US southern border are being turned away. Biden advised 
asylum-seeking migrants, who are mostly from Central America, not to make the journey to the 
United States and encouraged them to apply for asylum from their home countries once the US 
government sets up facilities to process their claims there.
The Biden administration has been required to open up at least four temporary care facilities to 
hold an influx of migrant children overwhelming US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
facilities in hot spots along the US southern border.
A majority of migrants being apprehended at the border are fleeing poverty and violence in the 
countries of Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras.
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Data from CBP shows that about 317,590 migrants have been expelled or turned away 
immediately since October under a Trump-era public health-related policy known as Title 42.
The highest number of migrants expelled in fiscal year 2021 occurred in February with 70,183
expulsions.
The data also shows that 100,441 migrants were apprehended at the US southern border in 
February, a significant increase from the 78,442 migrants apprehended in January. A total of 
396,958 migrants have been apprehended at the US southern border in fiscal year 2021, which 
began in October.
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Texas to Open COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility to All Adults Next Week - Governor

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The US state of Texas will open its novel coronavirus 
vaccine eligibility to all adults next week, Governor Greg Abbott said on Tuesday.
"Beginning next Monday, Texas will [be] opening COVID-19 vaccine appointments to all adults," 
Abbott said in a statement.
Abbott said Texas is getting higher volumes of vaccines and will administer more doses each 
week. The Governor noted that anyone 80 years old or older will be given first priority at 
vaccination sites.
Abbott has already lifted the statewide mask mandate and has allowed all businesses in Texas 
to operate at 100 percent, however, businesses can still choose to enforce public health 

measures.
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Boulder Gunman That Killed 10 Had Assault Rifle, Tactical Vest, Handgun - Police Affidavit

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The Boulder shooting gunman Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissa had 
an assault rifle, semiautomatic handgun, and tactical vest when he killed ten people in a local 
grocery store in the US state of Colorado, an affidavit revealed on Tuesday.
"A photograph of the items that the male removed on scene included a green tactical vest, a rifle 
(possible AR-15), a semiautomatic handgun, a pair of jeans and a dark colored long-sleeved 
shirt," the affidavit said.
Ten people were killed at a King Scopers supermarket in Boulder, Colorado, about 25 miles (40 
km) from Denver. Eric Talley, a 51-year-old police officer who was first to run to the aid of the 
victims, was among the dead. A21-year-old male suspect later identified as Alissa was 
captured alive.
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The affidavit said there were no signs Alissa had been under the influence of alcohol or no 
indication of impairment due to drug use. Alissa also told paramedics he was not using any 
medications, the affidavit added.
Alissa had gunshot wounds to his upper right thigh during the shooting, the affidavit said.
His criminal history record shows he had a charge for third degree assault in 2018, the affidavit 
added.
The affidavit does not provide a motive for Alissa's shooting. In addition, the affidavit indicates 
Alissa got the handgun from one of his brothers who lived with him, but there's no explanation 
on how he acquired the assault rifle.
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US Earmarks $1 Bln to Battle COVID-19 in State Run Veterans Homes - VA

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Grants of more than $1 billion for state-run veterans 
nursing homes will help ensure residents are protected from COVI D-19, the Veterans 
Administration (VA) said on Tuesday.
"Too many Veterans residing in State Veterans Homes have suffered greatly during this 
challenging pandemic and it’s vital that we do everything within our power to help them through 
these tough times," VA Secretary Denis McDonough said in a press release announcing the 
grants. "\Ne are working to ensure our Veterans are protected and that their state-run homes are 
well equipped for the challenges ahead."
The grants are funded by the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021 and the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES), the release said.
The ARP Act will provide $500 million for construction of new homes and $200 million for 
operating expenses, while the Cares Act will fund $150 million construction funds to modify 
buildings to mitigate COVID-19 risks and $100 million for emergency aid, the release added. 
State Veterans Homes provide nursing home, domiciliary or adult day care. They are owned, 
operated and managed by state governments as part of a network established after the US Civil 
War in 19th century, according to a VA website.
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Pentagon Receives Request to House Unaccompanied Minor Children - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The Pentagon has received a request from the Health 
and Human Services Department to help house a surge of unaccompanied migrant children at 
two of its military facilities, spokesperson John Kirby announced on Tuesday.
"The Department has received a request for assistance from the Department of Health and 
Human Services to temporarily house unaccompanied migrant children,” Kirby said. “They’ve
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asked specifically for use of Joint Base San Antonio, Lackland, Texas and Fort Bliss, Texas. We 
have just received this request, so I don't have much more detail than that. We’ll analyze that 
and evaluate it just like we would any other request for assistance.”
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Mars Mission Ingenuity Copter to Take First Flight on Another \Nor\6 by April 8 - NASA

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The ingenuity helicopter carried to Mars on the 
Perseverance Rover space mission will make its first 30 second trial flight by April 8, Ingenuity 
chief engineer at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) Bobby Balaram told a NASA press 
conference on Tuesday.
"The best estimate [when] the flight could happen is April 8," Balaram said.
NASA is targeting no earlier than April 8 for the Ingenuity Mars Helicopter to make the first 
attempt at powered, controlled flight of an aircraft on another planet, The four-pound 
(1.8-kilogram) rotorcraft will fly up to five meters above the ground in a 30-second controlled 
flight, Ingenuity chief pilot at JPL Havard Grip said.
The Ingenuity cost $80 million to build, NASA engineers said. The helicopter remains attached 
to the belly of NASA’s Perseverance rover, which touched down on Mars on February 18. On 
March 21, the rover deployed the guitar case-shaped graphite composite debris shield that 
protected Ingenuity during landing, the release noted.
The rover is currently in transit to the "airfield" where Ingenuity will attempt to fly. Once 
deployed, Ingenuity will have 30 Martian days, or sols, (31 Earth days) to conduct its test flight 
campaign, NASA said.
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US-Led Coalition Says Sustained No Injuries, Damage in Rocket Attack Near Base in Syria

WASHINGTON, March 12 (Sputnik) - The US-led coalition against the Islamic State terror group 
(banned in Russia) said on Tuesday that a rocket fell near its base in Syria’s Deir ez-Zor 
province and caused no injuries or damage.
"Earlier this morning, one rocket landed hundreds of meters away from US Forces on the base 
at Conoco. There were no injuries or damages," the coalition spokesperson told Sputnik.
Earlier on Tuesday, the Al-Mayadeen broadcaster reported a rocket attack on the US base in 
the gas field in the northern countryside of Deir ez-Zor. The field has reportedly been home to 
the US-led international coalition's forces.
The report mentioned injuries among US servicemen.
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Blinken Stresses Importance of NATO to V4 Foreign Ministers to Address Russia - State Dept

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken during his meeting 
with his counterparts from the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, underscored the 
importance of the NATO alliance in addressing such challenges as Russia and China, State 
Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout on Tuesday.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken met today in Brussels with his counterparts from the 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, which constitute the Visegrad Group (V4). As 
NATO Allies and EU Member States, the V4 countries play an important role in strengthening 
Central Europe and the Transatlantic Alliance," Price said. "Secretary Blinken emphasized the 
importance of NATO for our collective security, including its adaptation through the NATO 2030 
initiative to address new threats and challenges, including from a more assertive and aggressive 
Russia and China.”
During his meeting with Secretary with Czech Foreign Minister Petricek, Hungarian Foreign 
Minister Szijjarto, Polish Foreign Minister Rau, and Slovak Foreign Minister Korcok, Blinken also 
congratulated the V4 on 30 years of partnership since its establishment.
"The Secretary noted his appreciation for the V4's leadership in addressing European energy 
security and economic recovery,” Price said.
The foreign ministers of NATO member states convened on Tuesday for a two-day in-person 
meeting in Brussels - their first time since the start of the coronavirus pandemic.
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Pfizer Seeks to Expand Vaccine Business Beyond Coronavirus Pandemic - CEO

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Pfizer seeks to expand its vaccines business and become 
a leader in gene-based technologies beyond its partnership with Germany’s BioNTech through 
which it delivered the coronavirus shots, Chief Executive Officer Albert Bourla said in an 
interview with the \NaII Street Journal on Tuesday.
Pfizer scientists have gained a decade’s worth of experience in the past year working on the 
coronavirus vaccine with BioNTech and will develop new shots using messenger RNA (mRNA) 
technology to target other viruses and pathogens, Bourla said.
"There is a technology that has proven dramatic impact and dramatic potential," Bourla said, 
referring to the mRNA. "We are the best positioned company right now to take it to the next step 
because of our size and our expertise."
Burla said the company will increase research and development and will add at least 50 
employees to work on mRNA technology. Pfizer will also harness the new mRNA manufacturing 
network it assembled in the past year to compete with industry rivals, he added.
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"\Afe are now ahead and we plan to maintain the gap," Bura said of the mRNA coronavirus 
vaccine market but declined to say which other viruses or pathogens Pfizer will pursue.
A stronger devotion to vaccines could also reduce Pfizer’s reliance on cancer drugs, which now 
make up about one-quarter of sales and a third of overall product pipeline for the New 
York-based company.
Pfizer’s vaccine business already includes one of the world’s top-selling shots, the 
pneumococcal vaccine Prevnar 13 that accounted for almost $6 billion in sales last year.
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US Senate Leader Vows to Fast-Track Gun Control Legislation After Deadly Shooting

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer on Tuesday 
said he has committed to pushing new background check legislation that aims to end gun 
violence.
"I have already committed to bringing universal background checks legislation to the floor of the 
Senate. There’s a hearing today in the Senate Judiciary committee under Chairman [Dick] 
Durbin leadership to examine several common sense proposals to reduce gun violence," 
Schumer said.
Schumer said that even amid the pandemic, the gun violence has not receded and made 2020 
one of the deadliest years of gun violence in two decades.
The senator also said he started the process to make two pieces of legislation available, one to 
address hate crimes against Asian Americans and another one to counter the threat of domestic 
terrorism and white supremacy.
Ten people, including a police officer who was the first to respond to the scene were killed in 
Monday's shooting at a grocery store in Boulder, Colorado.
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US Charges 3 in $1.7Mln COVID-19 Fraud Scheme Using Fake Businesses - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Three defendants face charges of accepting kickbacks for 
obtaining nearly $1.7 million in COVID-19 aid for more than 300 applicants, many claiming 
ownership of fake businesses, the US Justice Department said on Tuesday.
"As alleged, [Alicia] Ayers, [Andrea] Ayers, and [Traci] Proctor filed more than 300 online 
applications on behalf of others that included false information to support their claims. This 
resulted in nearly $1.7 million worth of payments from the SBA, a portion of which the 
defendants received in the form of kickbacks," the Justice Department said in a press release. 
All three defendants were arrested Tuesday morning with initial court hearings scheduled later 
in the day, the release said.
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In June and July 2020, the defendants used the identities of about 300 other individuals to 
submit about 315 online applications seeking $3 million from the US Small Business 
Administration (SBA), the release said. The submissions falsely represented that the applicants 
were the owners of businesses with ten or more employees, it pointed out.
The Justice Department said not only did the applications falsely report numbers of employees, 
the vast majority of the purported businesses appear not to have existed at all. The SBA 
disbursed about $1,690,000 to the applicants, who then kicked back a portion of the payments 
to the defendants, according to the release, it added.
The defendants face charges of conspiracy to commit wire fraud, with a maximum sentence of 
20 years, making false statements to investigators and aggravated identity theft, according to 
the release.
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Gun Control Advocates Must Beat 'Cowardly Politicians' After Colorado Shooting - Obama

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Advocates of gun control and background checks on 
buyers of weapons must overcome the opposition of "cowardly politicians" fearful of the National 
Rifle Association to push through needed reforms, former US President Barack Obama said on 
Tuesday after the killing of ten people in a Colorado supermarket.
"We can overcome opposition by cowardly politicians and the pressure of a gun lobby that 
opposes any limit on the ability of anyone to assemble an arsenal," Obama said in a statement. 
"We can, and we must."
Ten people were killed at a King Soopers supermarket in Boulder, Colorado, about 25 miles (40 
km) from Denver. Eric Talley, a 51-year-old police officer who was first to run to the aid of the 
victims, was among the dead. A 21-year-old male suspect later identified as Ahmad A! Aliwi 
Alissa was captured alive.
"\Ne should be able to go to school, or go out with our friends, or worship together without 
mentally planning our escape if someone shows up with a gun. \Afe should be able to live our 
lives without wondering if the next trip outside our home could be our last. We should. But in 
America, we can’t," Obama said.
As president, Obama failed to enact any significant gun control reform despite having control of 
the Senate and House of Representatives by his own Democratic Party during his first two 
years in office. The latest massacre came only one week after another individual shot dead 
eight people, six of them Asian women in massage parlors in the Atlanta area.
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US Studying Tax Changes to Fund Post-Pandemic Development - Treasury Secretary Yellen
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WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is examining changes to the US 
tax policy as the economy reopens from COVID-19 lockdowns and higher revenue is needed to 
fund infrastructure development, among other things, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said on 
Tuesday.
"As the country begins to safely reopen and our economy recovers, we are examining changes 
to tax policy in the correct direction,” Yellen said in testimony before the US Congressional 
House Committee on Financial Services. “V\fe expect to examine changes to tax policy along 
with programs that will address some of the long-standing problems that have held down 
productivity and labor supply in the United States that will address infrastructure.”
President Joe Biden plans to raise corporate taxes from 21 percent to 28 percent to pay for US 
development in the post-pandemic era, under what will likely be the first major federal tax 
overhaul in almost 30 years, officials familiar with the proposed changes have told Sputnik.
Biden has also said for months that he plans to raise taxes on individuals earnings $400,000 or 
more in a year.
The current US tax code has seven income/tax brackets for individual earners, with the lowest 
tax rate being 10 percent and the highest 37 percent. It is not known what hike the president 
and his team are planning for the highest-earning Americans.
The tax-driven stimulus package will follow the $1.9 trillion “American Rescue Plan” to immunize 
the entire US adult population from the coronavirus; provide personal aid to individuals and 
financial grants for states and businesses; and help the unemployed get back to work.
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Canada Will Add Blood Clot Disclaimer for AstraZeneca COVI D-19 Vaccine - Health Official

TORONTO, March 23 (Sputnik) - Canadian health authorities plan to issue a disclaimer, warning 
of the potential for forming blood after vaccinating with the Oxford-AstraZeneca coronavirus 
vaccine, Health Canada Chief Medical Advisor Supriya Sharma said on Tuesday.
Canada’s move will mirror that of European health regulators, who despite saying that the 
benefits of vaccination with the UK drugmaker’s vaccine outweigh the risks, decided to issue a 
disclaimer admitting that they could not definitively rule out a connection to the rare and unusual 
blood clot cases that caused a number of European nations to halt vaccination with the 
AstraZeneca shot.
“Yes, we are looking at that. \Afe were observers at that European Medicines Agency 
subcommittee meeting. \Afe have looked at the data as well. So, we are in the process of making 
similar changes to the information for Canadian," Sharma told reporters.
Sharma also addressed reports of AstraZeneca’s lack of efficacy against the B.1.351 
coronavirus strain, first observed in South Africa, saying that the vaccine still appears be 
effective in preventing serious illness in those who contracted the variant.
On Thursday, the European Medicines Agency said that it had found no link between 
AstraZeneca vaccine administration and blood clots in inoculated people. The research was 
carried out following a decision of a number of European countries, including Austria, France,
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Germany, Italy, Portugal, Denmark, the Netherlands, Iceland and Norway, to suspend the use of 
the vaccine after reports on isolated cases of blood clotting in vaccinated people.
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US Senate Democrats Urge Blinken to Impose New Sanctions to Stop Nord Stream 2 - Letter

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US Senators Bob Menendez and Jeanne Shaheen sent a 
letter to Secretary of State Anthony Blinken in which they called on the Biden administration to 
boost efforts to stops the Nord Stream 2 pipeline project by imposing new sanctions.
"We appreciate the [State] Department’s dedication to using diplomacy to build opposition to the 
project throughout Europe," the letter said. "We urge you to continue to build on such efforts to 
oppose Nord Stream 2, including through use of sanctions as mandated under the Protecting 
Europe's Energy Security Act (PEESA) and the Protecting Europe's Energy Security 
Clarification Act (PEESCA) and as authorized pursuant to CAATSAand IEEPA."
The Democratic senators emphasized in the letter that the pipeline must be stopped and noted 
that Blinken's leadership is required to prevent its completion.
The lawmakers noted that Blinken and President Joe Biden have worked to strengthen the 
United States' ties with Ukraine during the Obama administration.
"We expect that under the Biden administration, you will again work to bolster Ukraine's position 
in the region and further United States’ interests in Europe," the senators said. "On both counts, 
taking all possible measures to stop the completion of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline is a top 
priority. We urge you to accelerate efforts toward that end."
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Biden Calls for Assault Weapons Ban, Closing Loopholes in Background Check System

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden on Tuesday called on lawmakers 
to impose a ban on assault weapons in the aftermath of the mass shooting in Boulder,
Colorado, and close the existing loopholes in background check system.
"I don't need to wait another minute, let alone an hour, to take common-sense steps that will 
save lives in the future and to urge my colleagues in the House and Senate to act," Biden said. 
"V\fe can ban assault weapons and high capacity magazines in this country once again."
Biden emphasized that he accomplished that result when he was a senator by ensuring there 
was a law that effectively brought down mass killings, and lawmakers today should follow suit. 
"We can close the loopholes on our background check system, including the Charleston 
loophole. That’s one of the best tools we have right now to prevent gun violence. The Senate 
should immediately pass, let me say it again, the United States Senate... should immediately 
pass the two House-passed bills to close loopholes in background check system," Biden said.
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The US president has been receiving regular updates on the situation and has directed that all 
flags at the White House be flown at half staff, the statement added.
On Monday, ten people were killed in a shooting at a grocery store in Boulder, Colorado, local 
police said.
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US-Led Coalition Says Sustained No Injuries, Damage in Rocket Attack Near Base in Syria

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The US-led coalition against the Islamic State terror group 
(banned in Russia) said on Tuesday that a rocked fell near its base in Syria’s Deir ez-Zor 
province and caused no injuries or damage.
“Earlier this morning, one rocket landed hundreds of meters away from US Forces on the base 
at Conoco. There were no injuries or damages,” coalition spokesperson told Sputnik.
Earlier on Tursday, the Al-Mayadeen broadcaster reported that several US servicemen were 
injured in the rocket attack.
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US to Hold China Accountable for Alleged Human Rights Violations - Pelosi

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States will hold China accountable for human 
rights violations against the Uyghurs in Xinjiang, but also against people in Tibet and Hong 
Kong, US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi said on Tuesday.
"The Biden administration’s coordinated sanctions on China are a strong and resounding step to 
hold China accountable for its barbaric atrocities against the Uyghur people," Pelosi said in a 
statement. "These sanctions make absolutely clear that America and the international 
community stand as one to defend the rights and dignity of the Uyghur people from China’s 
abuse."
Pelosi explained that Congress will further its actions with respect to China via a number of 
legislative initiatives, including the Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act, the Uyghur Human 
Rights Protection Act and the Uyghur Forced Labor Disclosure Act.
According to Pelosi, the US will continue its campaign to counter China’s alleged human right 
abuses targeting the Tibetan people, people of Hong Kong and journalists, human rights 
lawyers and advocates on the mainland.
On Monday, the European Union imposed sanctions on four Chinese officials and one entity 
they believe have been involved in alleged human rights violations against the Uyghurs in 
Xinjiang. China has rejected all accusations and responded by sanctioning ten EU officials, 
including members of the European Parliament.
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US Court Finishes Selection of Jurors for Trial of Officer Chauvin in George Floyd Case

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - A Minneapolis court on Tuesday completed the selection 
of jurors in the trial of former police officer Derek Chauvin, who is charged in the death of 
George Floyd.
"\Ne have fifteen [jurors]. Fourteen will be seated," Judge Peter Cahill said in court, adding that 
one of the jurors will be excused just before the beginning of the trial on March 29.
Cahil said the trial process will now move forward with 12 jurors and 2 alternates.
The court questioned more than 130 candidates during the jury selectin process.
Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man, died on May 25, 2020 after a Minneapolis police officer Chauvin 
placed his knee on Floyd’s neck for eight minutes despite pleas that he could not breathe. A 
video captured the incident, which sparked a wave of protests across the United States against 
racially motivated police brutality.
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Biden to Attend EU Leaders’ Video Summit on Thursday - White House

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will virtually take part in the EU 
leaders' summit on Thursday where he will talk about Russia and China among other matters, 
the White House announced in a release on Tuesday.
"On Thursday, March 25, President Biden will meet virtually with the European Council during its 
summit," the release said. "He will engage with European Union leaders about his desire to 
revitalize US-EU relations, work together to combat the pandemic and address climate change, 
and deepen the world's largest trade and investment relationship. He will also discuss shared 
foreign policy interests, including China and Russia."
Biden was invited to join a session of the EU leaders' scheduled summit meeting by European 
Council President Charles Michel, according to the White House.
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Biden Nominee for USAID Chief Vows to ‘Multilateralize’ Magnitsky Sanctions

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden’s nominee for administrator of the US 
Agency for International Development (USAID), Samantha Power, vowed on Tuesday to
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promote multilateralization of the Magnitsky sanctions against corruption and human rights 
abuses and ensure as many countries as possible adopt similar legal mechanisms.
"It has now been replicated to a large extent in Europe and in Canada. One of our tasks is to 
ensure that other countries adopt similar measures so that we can multilateralize these 
corruption and human rights sanctions," Powers said during her confirmation hearing before the 
US Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.
The Magnitsky Act was first introduced against Russian officials accused by the US government 
of playing a role in the death of tax accountant Sergei Magnitsky, but later began to be applied 
globally. Russia denies any foul play in the Magnitsky case.
Power promised to make an anticorruption work "a huge priority" and said that broader efforts to 
counter the decline of democracies will top the immediate USAID agenda along with addressing 
the coronavirus pandemic, climate change and conflicts around the world.
"I think that there would be no question to any of the wonderful USAID staff as to the level of 
priority that I give democracy and human rights. My whole career has been in that field," Power 
said.
President Joe Biden picked Power to head the USAID before his inauguration on January 20. 
Biden also elevated the USAID administrator position by making its future chief a member of the 
National Security Council. Power served as the US ambassador to the United Nations from 
2013 to 2017.
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Death Threats By Saudi Official Against Callamard Must Be Taken Seriosuly - UN Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United Nations believes death threats made by a 
Saudi official against UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary, or arbitrary executions 
Agnes Callamard, who investigated the murder of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi, 
should be taken very seriously, UN spokesman Farhan Haq said in a press briefing on Tuesday. 
Earlier in the day, Callamard revealed in an interview with the Guardian that a United Nations 
colleague informed her in January last year that a senior Saudi official had twice threatened to 
have Callamard "taken care of" if she is not reined in by the United Nations. The message was 
perceived as a death threat, Callamard told the outlet.
"I am not aware of that, but certainly we do have a comment," Haq said when asked about the 
media report. "All of our human rights defenders, including the Special Rapporteurs that report 
to the Human Rights Council, such as Miss Callamard, should be able to go about their work 
without any harassment, without any threats, and also such threats need to be taken very 
seriously."
In a 110-page report published in June 2019, Callamard called on the UN Secretary-General to 
launch a follow-up criminal probe of the killing of Khashoggi due to "credible evidence" that 
senior Saudi officials, including Crown Prince Mohammed, had roles to play in the killing of 
Khashoggi at the Saudi consulate in Turkey. The UN did not start the probe, citing the lack of 
Guterres1 authority to launch it.
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In an interview with Sputnik in October 2019, Callamard said that the UN Charter could be 
interpreted in a way that would empower UN Chief Antonio Guterres to take further steps to 
respond effectively to the Khashoggi case.
Khashoggi went missing in October 2018 after entering the Saudi consulate in Istanbul. Riyadh 
initially denied any knowledge of the journalist's whereabouts but eventually admitted that the 
journalist was killed and dismembered inside the diplomatic facility.
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UN Chief Welcomes Saudi Plan to End \Afer in Yemen, Urges Seizing Opportunity - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, March 23 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
welcomed the Saudi initiative to help end the conflict in Yemen and urged the relevant parties to 
seize the opportunity to resume the political process, UN spokesman Farhan Haq said in a 
statement on Tuesday.
Earlier in the day, Saudi Arabia proposed a widespread United Nations-sponsored ceasefire in 
Yemen and said it was awaiting a response from the rebel Houthi movement.
"The Secretary-General welcomes the announcement by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on steps 
to help end the fighting and restart the political process in Yemen," Haq said. "The 
Secretary-General urges the parties to seize this opportunity and work with his Special Envoy 
on the way forward in good faith and without preconditions."
The Saudi plan provides for the resumption of the operation of the international airport in the 
Yemeni capital of Sana'a in some directions, the partial lifting of the blockade from the Yemeni 
port of Al Hudaydah and the channeling of proceeds from the use of the port to the joint account 
of the northern and southern authorities in the central bank.
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Biden Calls for Assault Weapons Ban, Closing Loopholes in Background Check System

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden on Tuesday called on lawmakers 
to impose a ban on assault weapons in the aftermath of the mass shooting in Boulder,
Colorado, and close the existing loopholes in background check system.
"I don’t need to wait another minute to take common sense steps or save the lives in the future 
and to urge my colleagues in the House and Senate to act," Biden said. "We can ban assault 
weapons and high capacity magazines in this country once again."
Biden emphasized that he got that done what he was a senator, making it a law that brought 
down mass killings, and lawmakers today should follow suit.
"We can close the loopholes on our background check system, including the Charleston 
loophole. That’s one of the best tools we have right now to prevent gun violence. The Senate
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should immediately pass, let me say it again, the United States Senate... should immediately 
pass the two House-passed bills to close loopholes in background check system," Biden said.
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Biden Will Not Speculate on Why Colorado Shooting Happened, Says Authorities Lack Info

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden on Tuesday said he is not going 
to speculate on the motive behind the Colorado shooting because they do not have all the 
details.
"You can ask me to speculate [on] what happened, why it happened, and I am not going to do 
that now because we do not have all the information," Biden told reporters at the White House. 
The US leader said he received updates on the situation form the US Attorney General, FBI 
Director and Colorado Governor, and plans to speak with the Mayor of Boulder later in the day.
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US Indo-Pacific Command Nominee Seeks Crisis Hot Line Access to China Decision Makers

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Aseries of emergency communications links between US 
military commanders and their Chinese counterparts could help prevent crises in disputed 
regions such as the South China Sea from spiraling out of control, the commander of US 
Indo-Pacfic Command, Adm. John Aquilino recommended during a Senate confirmation hearing 
on his nomination for re-appointment to the position.
Aquilino told the Senate Armed Services Committee that such a link already exists between the 
Chairman on the Joint Chiefs of Staff and his Chinese counterpart, but that he does not 
currently have that capability.
"If confirmed, I would continue to advocate for that connection to ensure there’s an ability to 
de-escalate if there were an event and the ability to not let it go out of control. I think that 
communication mechanism could be effective if that connection was with someone who had 
decision making authority,” Aquilino said.
Aquilino also urged the US to ratify the 1982 Law of the Sea Treaty (UNCLOS). Although the 
treaty remains unratified by the US Senate, Aquilino noted the global accord provides a legal 
basis for US military operations under international law.
“We adhere to the UNCLOS treaty in our operations and it would make our position much 
stronger if we were signatories,” Aqulino said.
Aquilino’s recommendations came during an exchange with lawmakers over the potential for 
conflict between China and the United States during US-led military exercises in the South 
China Sea - so called Freedom of Navigation Operations that intended to enforce global 
navigation rights under UNCLOS.
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China claims sovereignty over the entire waterway and has established military bases on a 
series of artificial islands to enforce its claims.
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US Border Patrol Says Processing Migrant Children as 'Quickly, Efficiently' as Possible

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) said on 
Tuesday that it is processing apprehended migrant children at its holding facilities as quickly as 
possible.
"CBP continues to transfer unaccompanied minors to the US Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) as quickly and efficiently as possible after they are apprehended on the 
Southwest Border," the agency said in a press release.
CBP released photos and videos of migrant children being processed at two facilities in the 
Texas border cities of Donna and El Paso. The footage shows large groups of migrant children 
and women in temporary holding facilities waiting to get processed.
Migrants are seen kept in separate plastic pods inside the facilities that look similar to the steel 
cages used under the previous Trump and Obama administrations. Migrants are fed and 
provided foil blankets and floor mats to rest on.
CBP said it will continue to discourage outside visitors to the facilities as part of its efforts to 
protect the health and safety of the employees as well as the migrant children.
The response from CBP comes on the heels of leaked photos showing overcrowded facilities 
holding migrant children and mounting pressure from the media to get access into these 
facilities to witness the gravity of the situation.
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Boulder Shooting Suspect Charged With 10 Counts of Murder in First Degree - Police Chief

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The authorities have charged the suspect in the mass 
shooting that killed ten people in Boulder, Colorado, with ten counts of murder in the first 
degree, Boulder Police Chief Maris Herold said on Tuesday.
"The suspect has been identified as Ahmad Alissa, 21, of Arvada. He has been charged with ten 
counts of murder in the first degree and will be shortly transported to Boulder County jail,"
Herold told reporters during a press briefing.
The suspect is believed to have acted alone and is considered to be "wholly responsible" for the 
massacre, Boulder County District Attorney Michael Dougherty said.
Dougherty added that the suspect, who was injured in the ensuing gunfight with officers 
responding to the shooting, will be discharged later in the day and subsequently booked into the 
Boulder County jail.
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The suspect received a "through and through" leg injury, according to Boulder’s police chief.
The shooter is not believed to be known to the police, Herold said.
Matt Kirsch, the Acting US Attorney for the District of Colorado, said that federal authorities, 
including the US Attorney’s office, the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF), are providing assistance to local law enforcement in the case.
FBI Special Agent in Charge Michael Schneider said his team is assisting with evidence 
collection, crime scene processing, interviews and data analysis.
The crime scene, a King Soopers grocery store, will be cordoned off for the next few days, while 
law enforcement officials continue to investigate and the investigation is expected to last for over 
a year, Dougherty said.
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US Urges China to Stop Using Maritime Militia to 'Intimidate, Provoke Others'- State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States is calling on China to stop using its 
maritime militia vessels near the Whitsun Reef to intimidate and provoke other ships in the 
region, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"The US stands with our ally, the Philippines, regarding concerns about the gathering of PRC 
maritime militia vessels near Whitsun Reef," Price said in a statement. "We call on Beijing to 
stop using its maritime militia to intimidate and provoke others, which undermines peace and 
security."
On Saturday, the Philippine Coast Guard said about 200 vessels believed to be part of the 
Chinese maritime militia were seen attached in a line formation in the Whitsun Reef in the South 
China Sea.
The Chinese maritime militia is an armed fishing force that plays a vital role in helping China 
claim sovereignty in disputed territories in the South China Sea and East China Sea.
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Ex-Venezuela Official Pleads Guilty to Bribery, Money Laundering Charges - US Justice Dept

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Aformer Citgo Petroleum Corporation official has pleaded 
guilty to charges of bribery and money laundering brought by the United States, the US 
Department of Justice said in a release on Tuesday.
"Adual US-Venezuelan citizen and former official at Citgo Petroleum Corporation, a 
Houston-based subsidiary of Venezuela's state-owned and state-controlled energy company 
Petroleos de Venezuela S.A. (PDVSA), pleaded guilty Monday in connection with his role in 
laundering millions of dollars in bribes and corruptly providing business advantages to multiple 
individuals who obtained contracts with Citgo and PDVSA," the release said.
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The Justice Department said in the release that Jose Luis De Jongh Atencio, who used to serve 
as procurement officer and manager in Citgo’s Special Projects Group, accepted over $7 million 
in bribes from businessmen between 2013 and 2019.
The businessmen included Jose Manuel Gonzalez Testino and Tulio Anibal Farias Perez among 
others, the release said.
The bribe payments were made "in exchange for assisting the businessmen and related 
companies in procuring contracts with Citgo, and providing them with other business 
advantages," the release said.
"De Jongh admitted to directing bribe payments from Gonzalez, Farias, and others into bank 
accounts in the names of shell companies that he controlled in Panama and Switzerland," the 
release said.
In addition, De Jongh also got bribes in the form of gifts and other things of value such as tickets 
to a 2014 World Series Game, Super Bowl XLIX in 2015, and a U2 concert, the release said. 
"Gonzalez and Farias also entered guilty pleas in connection with the case. De Jongh pleaded 
guilty to one count of conspiracy to commit money laundering... In addition, as part of his plea, 
De Jongh also agreed to forfeit over $3 million seized from his bank accounts and 15 properties 
that he purchased with his corrupt proceeds," the release said.
De Jongh is scheduled to be sentenced by US District Judge Gray Miller on August 19, and 
faces up to 20 years in prison, according to the release.
The Justice Department has rolled charges against 28 persons, 22 of whom have pleaded 
guilty, as part of an ongoing probe by the United States into bribery at PDVSA.
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UN Envoy Says Afghan Peace Talks in Turkey May Lay Foundation for Political Settlement

UNITED NATIONS, March 23 (Sputnik) - The upcoming Afghan peace negotiations in Turkey 
next month have the potential to establish the foundation for reaching a political settlement, UN 
Special Representative for Afghanistan Deborah Lyons said during a Security Council meeting 
on Tuesday.
Lyons said during the latest Afghanistan peace conference in Moscow last week, international 
attendees made it clear they wanted to see new momentum in the talks that would bring peace 
to Afghanistan.
"The recently proposed meeting by the United States to be held in Turkey in the coming month 
is another opportunity to solidify the principles upon which the process will be based and, 
potentially, lay the foundation for just and inclusive political settlement that would complement 
the ongoing negotiations in Doha," Lyons said.
The special envoy stressed the initiatives must be coherent and reinforce the Afghan peace 
talks underway in Doha.
"As we enter this upcoming period of heightened intensity, all of us - neighbors, regional players 
and international partners - have the responsibility to ensure that our actions are integrated, 
mutually reinforcing, and... in the best interests of the Afghan people," she added.
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The discussions on Afghan reconciliation have been hosted by several platforms, including 
Doha, where peace talks between Kabul and the Taliban movement began in September 2020.
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Russia Hopes Moscow Meeting on Afghanistan Helps Yield Long-Awaited Progress - Nebenzia

UNITED NATIONS, March 23 (Sputnik) - Russia expects the meeting among the members of 
the extended Troika - Russia, China, the United States and Pakistan - held in Moscow last week 
will help to yield progress toward resolving the conflict in Afghanistan, Russian Ambassador to 
the United Nations Vassily Nebenzia said on Tuesday.
"We expect that the yield of the Moscow work will be used by the Afghans when they discuss 
the issues of substance they have on the agenda to attain the long-awaited progress in the 
intra-Afghan negotiations," Nebenzia told a meeting of the UN Security Council.
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Biden to Deliver Remarks on Shooting in Boulder, Colorado - White House

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will deliver remarks on the 
shooting in the city of Boulder that left 10 people dead, the White House said on Tuesday.
"The President will give brief remarks on the tragedy in Boulder before departing for Ohio this 
afternoon,” the White House said in a statement.
Biden has been receiving regular updates on the situation and has directed that all flags at the 
White House be flown at half staff, the statement added.
Ten people, including a police officer who was the first to respond to the scene were killed in 
Monday's shooting at a grocery store in Boulder, Colorado, local police said.
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US Urges China to Stop Using Maritime Militia to 'Intimidate, Provoke Others' - State Dept

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States is calling on China to stop using its 
maritime militia vessels near the Whitsun Reef to intimidate and provoke other ships in the 
region, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"The US stands with our ally, the Philippines, regarding concerns about the gathering of PRC 
maritime militia vessels near Whitsun Reef," Price said in a statement. "\Ne call on Beijing to
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stop using its maritime militia to intimidate and provoke others, which undermines peace and 
security."
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Ex-Venezuela Official Pleads Guilty to Bribery, Money Laundering Charges - US Justice Dept

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Aformer Citgo Petroleum Corporation official has pleaded 
guilty to charges of bribery and money laundering brought by the United States, the US 
Department of Justice said in a release on Tuesday.
"Adual US-Venezuelan citizen and former official at Citgo Petroleum Corporation, a 
Houston-based subsidiary of Venezuela’s state-owned and state-controlled energy company 
Petroleos de Venezuela S.A. (PDVSA), pleaded guilty Monday in connection with his role in 
laundering millions of dollars in bribes and corruptly providing business advantages to multiple 
individuals who obtained contracts with Citgo and PDVSA," the release said.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Marine Commanding Officer Discharged After July Incident That Left 9 Dead

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Christopher Bronzi, commanding officer of 15th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, has been relieved of his duties following an investigation into a deadly 
incident involving an amphibious vehicle last July, the US Marine Corps said in a release on 
Tuesday.
"Lieutenant General [Steven] Rudder relieved Colonel Bronzi due to a loss of trust and 
confidence in his ability to command, following completion of the command investigation into the 
assault amphibious vehicle mishap which occurred off the coast of San Clemente Island, 
California on July 30, 2020," the release said.
Rudder placed Col. Fridrik Fridriksson in command of 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit, the 
release added.
On July 30th, an amphibious assault vehicle carrying 15 marines and one sailor sank off the 
Southern California coast during an exercise, resulting in death of nine Marines.
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Over Two Thirds of Americans Dissatisfied With Direction US Headed In - Poll
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WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The percentage of Americans who are dissatisfied with 
the direction the United States is headed in has decreased but remains high at 67 percent, a 
new Gallup poll revealed on Tuesday.
"Americans' satisfaction with the way things are going in the US continued to improve in March, 
as 32 percent say they are satisfied with the direction of the country. This is the second monthly 
increase Gallup has recorded after the measure fell to its lowest point in nearly a decade in 
January. Still, Americans are more than twice as likely to report being dissatisfied with the 
country's direction (67 percent),” Gallup said in a press release explaining the poll.
The level of satisfaction varies depending on the party preference with 52 percent of Democrats, 
30 percent of independents and 7 percent of Republicans saying they are satisfied, the release 
said.
The poll results show that 44 percent of Americans say the economic conditions in the United 
States are getting better while 50 percent say they are getting worse.
According to Gallup, over a third of Americans (36 percent) approve of the work of Congress, 
marking the highest approval rating in nearly 12 years.
The poll results are based on phone interviews conducted by Gallup between March 1-15 with 
1,010 adults.
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US Limits Public Access to Parts of Washington During Cherry Blossom Due to COVID-19

WASHINGTON, March 12 (Sputnik) - Public access to the areas of the US capital during the 
cherry blossom season will be limited this year due to the coronavirus pandemic, the US 
National Park Service (NPS) said in a statement on Tuesday.
"In accordance with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and DC Health and in 
consultation with the National Park Service Office of Public Health, the National Park Service 
will limit all vehicular and pedestrian access to the Tidal Basin, East Potomac Park and West 
Potomac Park during the peak bloom period of the cherry blossoms as a public health 
precaution to mitigate the spread of COVID-19," the statement said.
The National Park Service said it plans to close several streets as well as memorials of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, Martin Luther King and Thomas Jefferson.
"The start and end dates of any restrictions are dependent on the bloom cycle of the trees, but 
are currently projected to fall between approximately March 26 and April 12," the statement 
said.
To avoid crowds, the National Park Service urges the public people to view the cherry blossom 
in other parks and sites in Washington that are not closed as well as follow live feed on the 
special BloomCam.
Thousands of cherry trees, a gift from Japan, attract tourists to Washington, DC every spring 
when they blossom.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/24/2021 11:52:18 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/24/2021 11:52:18 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Boulder Shooting Suspect Charged With 10 Counts of Murder In First Degree - Police Chief

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US authorities have charged the 21-year-old suspect in a 
mass shooting that killed 10 people in Boulder, Colorado with 10 counts of first-degree murder, 
Boulder Police Chief Maris Herold said on Tuesday.
"The suspect has been identified as Ahmad Alissa, 21, of Arvada. He has been charged with 10 
counts of murder in the first degree and will be shortly transported to Boulder County jail,”
Herold told reporters in a press briefing.
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US Calls for Consular Access to 2 Canadians Held in China - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States is calling on Beijing to provide 
continued consular access to two Canadian nationals detained in China on espionage charges 
and is troubled by the lack of transparency during their trial, US State Department spokesperson 
Ned Price said on Tuesday.
The trials of former diplomat Michael Kovrig and businessman Michael Spavor began on Friday 
in the city of Dandong, where the Intermediate People's Court did not deliver a verdict in the 
latter’s case; Kovrig’s trial concluded on Monday, also without a verdict. Canadian diplomatic 
officials have been barred from the hearings, which have proceeded behind closed doors 
because of the national security implications of the case.
"We remain deeply troubled by the lack of transparency surrounding the legal proceedings of 
Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig, and join Canada in calling for continued consular access in 
accordance with the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations,” Price said in a statement via 
Twitter.
In addition to Canadian diplomats, representatives from the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Australia and numerous European nations have staged protests outside of the courthouses in 
Dandong and Beijing, where the trials are being conducted, with Canadian officials attempting 
gain access at the spot and being turned away by Chinese security officials.
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) has slammed the actions of Canadian and other 
foreign diplomats as an attempt to “gang up” on Beijing.
“The Canadian side, by ganging up on China with a few individuals from some embassies in 
China to point fingers at China's lawful handling of relevant cases involving Canadian citizens, 
has grossly interfered in China's judicial sovereignty. We deplore and reject that,” MFA 
spokesperson Hua Chunying told reporters on Monday.
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Kovrig and Spavor have now been detained in China for more than 800 days and Ottawa 
maintains that the "arbitrary” detentions came in retaliation for Canada detaining Huawei CFO 
Meng \Afenzhou in 2018 at the request of the United States.
The arrests of Meng and the two Canadian nationals, along with Ottawa’s condemnation of 
Beijing’s national security law implemented in Hong Kong and alleged human rights abuses in 
Xinjiang province, has led to a deterioration of relations between China and Canada.
Both nations view the detention of their nationals by the other as political incidents. However, 
Chinese officials have said that Canada's deference to US foreign policy served as a catalyst for 
the growing diplomatic rift.
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Blinken, NATO Chief Discuss Concerns Regarding Russia, China, Arms Control - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg met in Brussels during the NATO Ministerial meeting and 
discussed their shared concerns related to Russia, China and the issue of arms control, State 
Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"The Secretary reaffirmed the US commitment to the NATO Alliance and its essential role as the 
premier and indispensable vehicle for ensuring Transatlantic peace and freedom,” Price said in 
a readout of the conversation. "The leaders discussed the importance of continued consultation 
on Afghanistan, concern over Russia and China’s malign activity and disinformation efforts as 
well as arms control and regional security matters.”
In addition, Blinken and Stoltenberg discussed the NATO 2030 report, Price said.
The foreign ministers of NATO member states convened on Tuesday for a two-day in-person 
meeting in Brussels - their first time since the start of the coronavirus pandemic.
Blinken views the NATO ministerial as an opportunity to discuss the NATO 2030 proposals to 
adapt the alliance going forward but also discuss concerns regarding China and Russia, climate 
change, cyber security, combatting terrorism, energy security and other common challenges, 
Price added.
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Blinken, Italian Counterpart Discuss China, Libya During NATO Ministerial - US State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 12 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with Italian 
Foreign Minister Luigi Do Maio on the margins of the NATO Ministerial in Brussels and 
discussed China, Afghanistan and Libya among other pressing issues, State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said.
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"Secretary Blinken and Foreign Minister Di Maio discussed the work the United States and Italy 
are undertaking together to revitalize NATO, including supporting NATO 2030, and as part of the 
Global Coalition’s efforts to defeat ISIS [Islamic State terror group, banned in Russia]," Price 
said in a statement. "They also shared views on the challenges from China, the NATO Alliance’s 
future in Afghanistan, and how best to support political reform in Libya."
Blinken and De Maio also expressed their commitment to strengthen the US-ltaly bilateral 
partnership as well as US-EU cooperation, Price added.
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Blinken, Stoltenberg Discuss Concerns Over Russia, China, Arms Control - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg during a meeting in Brussels discussed their shared 
concerns related to Russia, China and arms control, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price 
said on Tuesday.
“The Secretary reaffirmed the US commitment to the NATO Alliance and its essential role as the 
premier and indispensable vehicle for ensuring Transatlantic peace and freedom," Price said in 
a readout of the meeting. "The leaders discussed the importance of continued consultation on 
Afghanistan, concern over Russia and China’s malign activity and disinformation efforts as well 
as arms control and regional security matters.”
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US Seeks Constructive Relations With China in Multilateral System - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United States would like to have constructive 
relations with China in the multilateral system, Acting Assistant US Secretary of State for 
Western Hemisphere Affairs Julie Chung said on Tuesday.
“We want to work with China, again, in this multilateral system. That’s why the US rejoined 
WHO, HRC. We want to see WTO reform,” Chung said. “We want to have a constructive, 
productive relationship with China.”
Chung noted that the United States and China have a massive trade and investment relations 
that will continue in the future as will people-to-people connections, law enforcement 
cooperation and working on climate change.
"All those are critical areas,” Chung said.
On Friday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan 
held a meeting with Chinese Director of the Office of the Central Commission for Foreign Affairs 
Yang Jiechi and State Councilor \Nang Yi in Alaska. The first session ended with both countries 
being very critical of the other in various areas, including human rights.
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Yang said the principles of no confrontation and no conflict should guide the US-China bilateral 
relations. He also said China hopes the United States will not underestimate Beijing's 
determination to defend its territory and safeguard its people.
Blinken said the bilateral talks were very candid and both sides were at odds on topics that 
include Xinjiang, Hong Kong, Taiwan and cyberspace. However, he said both sides found some 
common ground on matters concerning Iran, North Korea, Afghanistan, and climate change. 
Blinken also said they notified their Chinese counterparts that they are currently reviewing 
bilateral issued related to trade and technology.
The US delegation characterized the talks as "tough and direct" that provided them with an 
understanding of China's priorities and intentions. The diplomats also said the United States will 
continue to work with China going forward.
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Lockheed Martin Forms Partnership to Develop Satellite-Based 5G Telecom Network

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - Omnispace, a company developing 5G links between 
satellites and mobile phones, joined Lockheed Martin to develop plans for a global telecom 
network, Lockheed Martin announced on Tuesday.
"The proposed global 5G standards-based non-terrestrial network (NTN) would offer 
commercial, enterprise and government devices ubiquitous communications worldwide,” 
Lockheed Martin said in a press release..
Seamless, global 5G connectivity promises a wide range civil and commercial applications, plus 
the ability to support defense, government and military use, the release said.
Omnispace said in February it had raised an additional $60 million - nearly doubling its 
available capital - to develop a network in which mobile phones and other devices would 
seamlessly switch from terrestrial networks to 5G satellites in regions with spotty coverage.
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UN Rights Chief Dismayed By Turkey’s Pullout from Treaty to Fight Violence Against Wbmen

UNITED NATIONS, March 23 (Sputnik) - UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet has expressed disappointment by Turkey's announcement to withdraw from the 
Istanbul Convention as the step could hamper the country’s efforts to combat gender-based 
violence, her spokesperson Liz Throssel said on Tuesday.
On Saturday, Turkey announced its decision to leave the Council of Europe Convention on 
Preventing and Combating Violence Against Wbmen and Domestic Violence.
"The High Commissioner has expressed her dismay at the withdrawal, which represents a 
significant step backwards in Turkey’s efforts to advance women's rights, especially given that
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gender inequality and gender-based violence against women remain a serious concern in 
Turkish society," Throssel said in a statement.
The decision to pull out from the treaty when gender-based violence in Turkey is on the rise 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic sends a wrong signal to the world and highlights the shrinking of 
civic space in that country, Throssel said.
"We call on Turkey to reverse its withdrawal, conduct consultations with civil society and 
women's groups, and make tangible efforts to promote and protect the safety and rights of all 
women and girls in Turkey," she said.
A group of UN human rights experts, including the UN Special Rapporteur on violence against 
women, the Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Wtomen and 
regional experts, also backed the call on Turkey to reconsider the step which they said weakens 
women's protections and leaves them at further risk.
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UN Condemns Attacks on Refugees in Western Niger as 137 Reported Dead

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) strongly 
condemns attacks on refugees in Western Niger that killed at least 137 people, the agency's 
spokesperson Boris Cheshirkov said on Tuesday.
"The UN Refugee Agency condemns in the strongest terms the attacks in western Niger that 
killed 137 people, many of them already displaced after having fled earlier violence,” Cheshirkov 
said in a press briefing in Geneva.
According to UNHCR, the incident on Sunday afternoon saw armed assailants on motorbikes 
attack the villages of Intazayane, Bakorat and Wirsnat in Niger’s Tahoua region, located about 
50 kilometers from the Malian border.
UNCHR estimates that Niger’s Tahoua and Tillaberi regions, bordering on Burkina Faso and 
Mali, are currently hosting about 204,000 refugees and internally displaced people.
Sunday's incident was not the first attack on refugees in Niger. Last May, armed groups 
assassinated refugee leaders and destroyed the water supply for the displaced population, the 
agency noted.
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US Vice President Harris Swears in William Burns as New CIA Director

WASHINGTON, March 12 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Kamala Harris on Tuesday 
administered the oath of office for William Burns to become the new Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA).
"Congratulations, Mr. Director,” Harris said after swearing in Burns.
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The US Senate confirmed Burns' nomination last Thursday by voice vote.
Burns is a career diplomat who served as US Ambassador to Jordan and Russia, where he 
worked in 2005-2008. He rose to the position of Deputy Secretary of State before retiring in 
2014. Upon retiring from the State Department, Burns became the head of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace.
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UN \Aferns Famine Will Soar in Syria, Yemen, Venezuela, 17 More Countries In Next Months

UNITED NATIONS, March 23 (Sputnik) - Acute food insecurity will likely deteriorate over the 
next couple of months in 20 countries, including in Afghanistan, Syria, Yemen, Venezuela and 
African countries, the World Food Program (WFP) said in a new report on Tuesday.
"Looking at the outlook period of March-July 2021, there are 20 countries and situations where 
there is a likelihood of further deterioration in acute food insecurity, due to multiple drivers of 
hunger that are interlinked or mutually reinforcing," the report said. "These are primarily conflict 
dynamics, economic shocks, the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19, weather extremes and 
the diffusion of plant pests and animal diseases."
The report said Yemen, South Sudan and Nigeria are the countries of highest concern, requiring 
emergency humanitarian action to save lives and livelihoods as well as prevent any further 
deterioration. Across these countries, critical drivers of famine, such as conflict risks, weather 
and climate extremes and humanitarian access constraints, are expected to evolve and 
combine in the coming months.
Economic risks resulting from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic will aggravate situations in 
Venezuela, Haiti, Central America's Northern Triangle, Syria, Lebanon, Sudan, Zimbabwe,
Sierra Leone and Liberia, according to the report. Natural hazard risks driven by the ongoing La 
Nina phenomenon are likely to affect Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Madagascar, Angola and 
Central America.
The situation with the desert locust also remains concerning for the Red Sea coast, East Africa 
and countries in Southern Africa, including Botswana, Namibia and Zambia. Moreover, conflict 
and bureaucratic impediments on humanitarian access will continue to be a significant food 
insecurity factor in Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, 
Venezuela, Mali, Burkina Faso, Mozambique, the Central African Republic and Niger, the report 
said.
Overall, more than 34 million people worldwide are already facing emergency levels of acute 
hunger, having significant food consumption gaps and grappling with excess mortality, the report 
indicated.
To avert famine and urgently scale up assistance, the WFP and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization earlier this month called on donors to provide $5.5 billion for 2021.
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Death Toll in Massive Fire at Rohingya Refugee Camp Hits 15, With 400 Still Missing - UN

WASHINGTON, March 23 (Sputnik) - At least 15 refugees in the Cox’s Bazar settlement 
perished in a fire that left 45,000 Rohingya refugees from Myanmar without shelter, the UN 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR) said on Tuesday.
"Based on provisional reports, as of this morning (Tuesday 23 March), 15 refugees are 
confirmed to have tragically lost their lives in the fire. More than 560 have been injured and an 
estimated 400 people are still missing,” UNHCR said in a press release.
Following Monday's fire in the Kutupalong Balukali camp within Cox’s Bazar, which destroyed 
shelters for about 45,000 refugees, UNHCR said it and other relief agencies rushed emergency 
supplies to the area.
So far, UNHCR provided some 3,000 blankets, 14,500 solar lamps, 10,400 kitchen sets and 
11,500 mosquito nets. Together with Oxfam, it has also made available emergency water and 
sanitation assistance, including construction of 20 emergency latrines, emergency tap stands, 
water tanks, jerry cans and water purification tablets, the release said.
Camps at Cox’s Bazar currently shelter over 870,000 Rohingya refugees. The vast majority, 
some 720,000, arrived in 2017, fleeing violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine state, according to 
UNHCR.
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