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Former US Trooper Accused of Sexually Assaulting Women During Traffic Stops 
by Mary F.

The latest data by the National Sexual Violence Resource Center reveals that nearly one in five 
women and one in 71 men in the United States have been sexually assaulted at some point in 
their lifetimes. Although the number of sexual assaults has increased, reporting of sexual 
assaults has decreased by as much as 40% in recent years.
A former Texas state trooper has been arrested after being accused of sexually assaulting two 
women while on duty, the US Justice Department (DoJ) said in a Wednesday press release.
Lee Ray Boykin Jr., a 32-year-old former trooper for the Texas Department of Public Safety has 
been “accused of sexually assaulting two women during separate traffic stops in 2020,” 
according to a tweet by the FBI.
According to the DoJ release, authorities have accused Boykin of depriving two victims of “their 
right to bodily integrity” and of “carrying and using a firearm during a crime of violence as well as 
destruction, alteration or falsification of records in a federal investigation.”
The complaints against Boykin state that on August 7, 2020, after conducting a traffic stop in 
Houston and issuing the driver a written warning, Boykin reportedly ordered the driver to get into 
his patrol car.
The complaint then states that Boykin drove the female passenger to a back parking lot and 
“threatened to take the victim to jail for an out-of-state warrant if she did not perform oral sex on 
him.”
“She allegedly feared for her life and safety and obeyed Boykin’s commands. Following the sex 
act, Boykin placed his hand on his weapon and ordered her to run, according to the charges,” 
the press release states.
The complaint also states that on August 3, 2020, Boykin allegedly pulled up behind a car at a 
gas station in Houston. He told the passenger that he was taking her to a substation because 
she had outstanding warrants. He then reportedly ordered her to enter his vehicle and drove to 
the same parking lot, where she was ordered to perform oral sex on him.
The DoJ also noted in its release that there may be other victims. The investigation is currently 
being carried out with the Houston Police Department, Texas Rangers and the FBI.
If convicted, Boykin could face up to life in prison.
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CanSinoBIO Receives Approval to Launch Inhaled COVID-19 Vaccine Trial 
by Mary F.
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The currently-approved COVID-19 vaccines on the market are administered as intramuscular 
injections in the deltoid muscle. However, some researchers are already studying different 
vaccine administration methods.
China’s CanSino Biologies Inc, a Chinese vaccine company, on Tuesday won approval to 
launch a clinical trial of its inhaled version of its COVID-19 vaccine called Convidecia, Reuters 
reported. Details regarding the trial have not yet been released.
The inhaled vaccine trial was approved by the National Medical Products Administration. Some 
experts have floated the idea that the next generation of COVID-19 vaccines should include 
needle-free options to remove any hesitancy among groups sensitive to needles.
The latest news comes after CanSinoBIO and the Beijing Institute of Biotechnology on Monday 
won emergency use approval in Hungary for its injectable vaccine. The latest emergency use 
authorization comes after the vaccine was also approved in Pakistan and Mexico.
"We are pleased to see the authorization by the Hungarian authority for our vaccine, which 
marks an important step forward in the global fight against the COVID-19 pandemic,” Xuefeng 
Yu, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of CanSinoBIO, said in a press release. “As 
CanSinoBIO continues to receive approvals from various governments across different 
continents, we are focusing on ramping up production capacity to deliver our one-shot vaccines 
quickly and safely to countries that are in desperate need of mass protection from this 
pandemic".
The Chinese company has already signed a purchase agreement with Mexico to supply the 
country with 35 million doses. CanSinoBIO is also currently discussing future vaccine delivery 
and distribution with authorities in Pakistan, Malaysia and Hungary.
The Convidecia single-dose vaccine is made from adenovirus-based viral vector vaccine 
technology and can be safely stored between 2 degrees Celsius and 8 degrees Celsius.
In Phase III clinical trials, the vaccine was shown to have a 65.7% efficacy in preventing 
moderate COVID-19 symptoms and 91% efficacy in preventing severe disease.
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US Lawmaker Reintroduces Legislation to Make Bible Tennessee’s State Book 
by Mary F.

Previous bills to designate the Bible as Tennessee’s state book have raised concerns, with 
former Governor Bill Haslam stating that such legislation trivializes the Bible as a “book of 
historical and economic significance.”
However, on Tuesday, a Mi to make the Bible Tennessee’s official state book cleared a House 
Committee. In the resolution carried by Tennessee House of Representative Jerry Sexton 
(R-Bean Station), the Bible would be designated as the state’s official book to reflect family 
heritage and the major economic impact of Tennessee’s publishing industry.
“The Holy Bible has great historical and cultural significance in the State of Tennessee as a 
record of the history of Tennessee families that predates some modern vital statistical records,” 
the legislation reads. “Printing the Bible is a multimillion-dollar industry for the State with many
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top Bible publishers headquartered in Nashville, including Thomas Nelson, Gideons 
International, and United Methodist Publishing House”.
Sexton also voiced that the Bible should not be “discriminated against” due to its religious 
nature, especially since the US was established on Christian values.
"This country wasn't founded on Buddhist, or Muhammad or any of those religions," he said, 
The Hill reported. "Our country was founded on Judeo-Christian values."
Several lawmakers in the committee supported the resolution with US House of Representative 
Glen Casada saying the Bible “represents ‘common heritage.’"
"Just like Nathan Bedford Forrest and Ida B. Wells and now the Bible, it's just our common 
heritage," he said. "And those things should be welcomed by everyone in Tennessee. You don't 
have to agree. You don't have to like it, but it's part of our common heritage,” The Tennessean 
reported.
However, Representative Bo Mitchell questioned the bill’s constitutionality.
"It's kind of hard for me to be caring and tolerant of my neighbors if I'm telling them my book is 
better than their book and it ought to be recognized by this state," he noted, according to The 
Tennessean.
This is the third attempt by the Tennessee legislature to appoint the Bible as the official state 
book. Former Tennessee Governor in 2016 rejected a similar bill, stating that it “trivializes the 
Bible” while a 2015 opinion issued by Tennessee Attorney General Herbert Slatery said the bill 
would violate state and federal constitutions.
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Video: Houthi Missile Shoots Down What They Claim Was ‘American MQ-9’ Drone Over Mar'ib 
by Morgan Artvukhina

The Biden administration has declared a halt to US support for Saudi offensive operations in 
Yemen. The Yemeni Houthis now claim to have shot down a US surveillance and attack drone 
over central Yemen, although it could also have been a Saudi lookalike.
The Houthi movement in Yemen has released footage that appears to depict an MQ-9 Reaper 
drone being struck by an anti-air missile a day after announcing the feat.
On Tuesday, Houthi military spokesperson Brig. Gen. Yahya Sare’e announced that the Air 
Defenses had struck an “American MQ9 drone” with a missile of undisclosed make and model, 
the Houthi official news outlet Al-Masirah reported.
According to Sare’e, the drone was operating over Mar’ib Governorate and had attacked Houthi 
forces in several of the province’s districts.
On Wednesday, video purporting to be of the shootdown was posted by a popular open-source 
research account on Twitter. In the moments before the missile strikes the unmanned aerial 
vehicle, it deploys some kind of projectile that appears to be a missile, but could also have been 
a defensive flare.
However, it seems likely the Houthis have made an understandable error and confused a 
General Atomics RQ-9 Reaper with a China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation
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(CASC) CH-4. The two drones look extremely similar, distinguishable only by the CH-4’s lack of 
a ventral fin below its V-shaped tail, which the grainy video does not seem to show. China sold 
the Saudis two CH-4s in 2014 after the US refused to export the Reaper, and in 2017 signed a 
deal to build a drone factory in the kingdom.
That said, the Houthis have being fooled by CH-4s and MQ-9s before; in December, they 
announced the downing of a Saudi CH-4, for example.
A UAV purported to be a US MQ-9 Reaper fires a projectile before being hit by a Houthi anti-air 
missile. It's unclear if the drone fired its own weapon or a defensive flare.
Neither the US nor Saudi Arabia have commented about the claims.
If it’s truly an American Reaper, this would be the fourth US drone the Houthis have claimed to 
shoot down. In 2019, the Pentagon attempted to claim that because the Houthis had downed a 
drone using a Soviet-built 2K12 Kub anti-air missile system, this was proof the Iranians were 
arming the Houthis and turning the war in Yemen into a proxy war. However, as Sputnik 
reported, the 2K12 [NATO reporting name SA-6 Gainful] is a widely exported weapon, with the 
Yemeni Armed Forces having been one of the former Soviet Union’s customers.
The news comes after US Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced an end to US support 
for offensive operations in Yemen by the Saudi-led coalition last month. Riyadh entered the 
conflict in 2015 after Yemeni President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi fled the country amid a Houthi 
seizure of power. Other members of the coalition have mostly left, including Morocco, Sudan, 
and the United Arab Emirates, although the latter exerts considerable influence in the conflict 
via friendly militias.
The US provided the coalition with refueling, targeting and intelligence information, and 
deployed special forces to patrol Saudi Arabia’s border with Yemen and to chase down Houthi 
artillery sites. It has also sold bombs, aircraft, and other equipment to several coalition 
members. Blinken said the US will continue to support Saudi defense, as the Houthis mount 
missile and drone strikes on Saudi military and petroleum facilities, which form the backbone of 
the Saudi economy.
The coalition siege of Yemen has created what the United Nations recognized as the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis. A blockade of Yemen’s ports has deprived the country of food, 
medicine, and other supplies, and Saudi airstrikes have destroyed its hospitals, schools, and 
port facilities. In December, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
estimated that 233,000 people in Yemen had died due to the war, 131,000 of whom died from 
indirect causes such as famine.
As the Houthi offensive in Mar’ib to capture its capital city intensifies, observers are warning of a 
new humanitarian crisis as the city is host to thousands of war refugees who are likely to be 
caught in the crossfire. Saudi coalition forces have rushed to buttress the city’s defenses, which 
is the Yemeni government’s last stronghold in the north, as the Houthis capture more and more 
of the city.
On Monday, the Saudis proposed a new peace deal that would include the reopening of 
Sana’a’s long-besieged airport, the relaxing of the blockade around the port city of Hodeidah, 
and a UN-supervised truce. However, the Houthis have rejected the deal out of hand, telling 
Al-Masirah Riyadh offered nothing new and was falsely posturing as an outside actor in the 
conflict.
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Pentagon IG Blasts US Afghan Mission for Years of Failing to Bill Coalition Partners for Transit 
by Morgan Artvukhina

The Biden administration has cast new doubts it will uphold the Taliban peace deal agreed to by 
his predecessor, which requires the US to totally withdraw from Afghanistan by the end of April. 
The 20-year-long, over-$2 trillion war has been characterized by one fiasco after another.
A new report by the US Department of Defense Inspector General (DoD IG) has found that US 
forces in Afghanistan failed not only to bill coalition partners for rotary-wing transport services for 
years, they didn’t even record the information, making calculating the loss impossible.
Because not all of the nations that form the Resolute Support coalition, the US-led war in 
Afghanistan, have adequate transportation vehicles for getting around the rugged country, US 
Forces-Afghanistan (USFOR-A) provides them with transport free of charge. However, other 
nations must “pay to play,” and reimburse the Pentagon for the expense.
“The DoD paid $773 million for air transportation services provided to US personnel, Pay-to-Play 
Coalition partners, and Lift and Sustain Coalition partners from September 2017 through 
September 2020,” IG auditors noted in the report, released on Monday. “Because USFOR-A did 
not receive or track Coalition partner flight usage data, the exact cost of air transportation 
services provided to Pay-to-Play Coalition partners cannot be determined.”
According to the report, the failure spanned across several offices: USFOR-A Multinational 
Logistics “did not obtain flight data, determine rates, or establish an agreement with Coalition 
partners for air transportation services” and the larger US Army Central (ARCENT) Logistics 
Directorate it is a part of “did not have internal controls in place to identify if orders were 
initiated.”
The incident recalls another logistics mishap from the Saudi-led operation in Yemen, which the 
US supported in various ways until last month when the Biden administration pulled the plug. 
From 2015 until December 2018, however, the US provided the Saudi-led coalition airforces 
with aerial refueling services from tanker aircraft. In September 2017, CENTCOM told The 
Intercept it didn’t track which aircraft it refueled were American or part of the coalition, resulting 
in underbilling to the Saudi and Emirate governments.
Fifteen months later in December 2018, after the Saudis dropped their use of American tankers 
amid international outcry over their campaign in Yemen, the Pentagon sent Riyadh a $331 
million invoice for the service. The incident prompted a wider investigation of Defense Logistics 
Agency records by the inspector general.
In February 2020, the US signed a peace deal with the Afghan Taliban militant group to end its 
involvement in the 19-year-long war. US forces have steadily withdrawn amid a shaky ceasefire, 
although the Taliban has yet to reach a similar deal with the Afghan government in Kabul, which 
it views as a puppet of Washington.
The US is scheduled to be totally out of the country by May 1,2021, but recent news has cast 
doubt on that timeline. Last week, The New York Times reported there were 1,000 more troops
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in Afghanistan than the 2,500 the Pentagon had admitted to in its reports of a steady drawdown 
of forces. Then, US President Joe Biden said it would be “tough” to meet the May 1 deadline. 
“That was not a very solidly negotiated deal that the president, the former president worked out,” 
Biden told ABC’s George Stephanopoulos on March 16. “We’re in consultation with our allies as 
well as the government, and that decision is in process now.”
He added that departing by May 1 “could happen,” but said “it is tough.” Biden then blamed 
former US President Donald Trump’s refusal to recognize his electoral defeat in November 
2020, which resulted in a lack of the information sharing and briefing that typically characterizes 
the transition of power between presidents.
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Senate Confirms Rachel Levine as Asst. Health Secretary, First Trans Person Picked for 
by Morgan Artvukhina

Although a chief for the Department of Health and Human Services has already been confirmed, 
US President Joe Biden has yet to nominate figures for many key agencies, including a Food 
and Drug Administration commissioner, even as his administration pushes ahead with the 
COVID-19 vaccination effort.
On Wednesday, the US Senate voted to confirm Dr. Rachel Levine for the position of Assistant 
Secretary for Health. She is the first openly transgender person to be either nominated or 
approved for a federal position.
The upper legislative chamber voted 52-48 to confirm Levine for the position, with Republicans 
Susan Collins of Maine and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska joining them.
The 63-vear-old Levine was previously the Pennsylvania State Secretary of Health, overseeing 
the state's response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and before that the Keystone State's 
physician-general. She is a pediatrician by trade and worked for decades at Penn State 
Hershey Medical Center.
As assistant secretary for health, Levine will oversee several public health programs under 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Xavier Becerra, who was confirmed last week. The 
previous person to hold Levine’s position, Brett Giroir, oversaw COVID-19 testing on then-US 
President Donald Trump’s coronavirus task force, and Levine is expected to play a similar role 
in the Biden administration.
Civil rights advocates have praised Levine’s appointment and confirmation, as she is the first 
openly trans person to be appointed to such a high position. From 1947 until 1975, LGBTQ 
people were banned in one form or another from federal government employment, with 
thousands being purged as part of a McCarthyist-like “Lavender Scare.” Only in June 2020, by 
ruling of the US Supreme Court, did discrimination against LGBTQ people in employment 
become illegal in the US, although the Trump administration refused to enforce the ruling, 
requiring US President Joe Biden to issue an executive order on the day he took office stating it 
would be enforced.
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Alphonso David, president of the Human Rights Campaign, the US’ largest LGBTQ rights 
advocacy group, said that with Levine’s confirmation, the US is “one step closer to a 
government that mirrors the beautiful diversity of its people.” Biden has made a concentrated 
effort to nominate more women and minority figures for spots in his administration, many of 
whom have been the first from their communities to hold the position.
The Senate is also presently considering the Equality Act, a bill that would add nationwide 
discrimination protections for LGBTQ people to the US law code. The House passed the bill last 
month, but it has faced more scrutiny in the Senate, where Democrats have only the thinnest of 
majorities and a filibuster has the potential of blocking its passage. Conservatives have objected 
in particular to the bill’s inclusion of trans girls and women in Title IX. a program for 
guaranteeing gender equality in education and sports, by arguing that they are genetically 
superior to cisgender women, or women who were assigned female at birth.
However, recent polls show that anti-discrimination protections for LGBTQ people are extremely 
popular across US society, with 76% saying in a PRRI poll published Tuesdavthev support such 
protections being made law. A previously poll in June 2019 held by Reuters/IPSOS to mark the 
50th anniversary of the modern LGBTQ rights movement found that 45% of respondents 
weren’t aware that anti-LGBTQ discrimination was still legal.
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Donald Trump Reportedly in Talks With FreeSpace, Other Tech Firms to Host New Social 
by Morgan Artyukhina

When Donald Trump was US president, his tweets kept news outlets on constant edge. While 
he followed counsel not to shift operations to Parler after Twitter and Facebook locked his 
accounts in January, an adviser recently let slip that the real estate mogul wouldn’t be absent 
from social media forever.
Looking to found a new social media venue after being banned from nearly every mainstream 
platform, former US President Donald Trump has explored hosting it with several tech firms, 
including FreeSpace, according to a report by Axios.
Citing “sources familiar with the private discussions,” Axios reported Wednesday that Trump has 
“more meetings this week” with other tech companies, but was looking intently at FreeSpace, 
which his tech adviser, Dan Scavino, also reportedly likes.
FreeSpace is a newly formed social media company that bills itself as a networking platform for 
“free-thinkers, athletes and entrepreneurs.” Axios noted that its app was only launched on the 
Apple and Google stores last month ,and has just 20,000 downloads. It has many of the same 
features as most social media platforms, including interactable profiles and private groups and 
messaging functions.
Before Trump’s account was suspended by Twitter in January, he had some 88 million followers. 
The social media giant shut down his account in the aftermath of the January 6 insurrection at 
the US Capitol by his followers, which was widely accused of having egged on, although a 
Senate trial acquitted him of that charge. His accounts were similarly disabled on Facebook and
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Instagram. The app Parler, which some of the organized participants in the riot reportedly used 
to coordinate their actions, was disabled in its entirety for a time before eventually being 
restored.
On Sunday, chief Trump adviser and former spokesperson Jason Miller told Fox Newsthat 
Trump would likely return to social media with his own platform “in probably about two or three 
months.”
“There have been a lot of high-powered meetings he’s been having at Mar-a-Lago with some 
teams of folks who’ve been coming in. It’s not just one company that’s approached the 
president. There have been numerous companies,” Miller added. “But I think the president does 
know what direction that he wants to head here. This platform is going to be big, and everyone 
wants him. He’s going to bring millions and millions - tens of millions of people to this new 
platform.”
Earlier on Wednesday, Sen. Bernie Sanders (l-VT), a democratic socialist who faced no 
shortage of vitriol from Trump, told New York Times columnist Ezra Klein that he didn’t “feel 
comfortable” at the time of Trump’s social media ban with such a powerful figure being muzzled 
by “a handful of high-tech people.”
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Biden Picks VP Harris to Serve as Point Person for Growing Migrant Crisis at Southern Border 
by Gabv Arancibia

The latest development comes as Vice President Kamala Harris has been blasted for appearing 
to laugh when asked by a reporter if she was planning to visit the US-Mexico border amid the 
intensifying migrant crisis.
US President Joe Biden has selected Harris to serve as the point person in leading the 
administration's efforts to effectively handle the growing crisis at the US-Mexico border, it was 
revealed Wednesday.
In spearheading the move, Harris will be working to form a partnership with Mexico and the 
Northern Triangle countries, which include El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, in a bid to 
address the root causes for the sudden spike in illegal border crossings.
According to the Associated Press, the decision was made during a meeting between Biden, 
Harris, Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra, Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandra Mayorkas and other immigration advisers.
A senior administration official explained to The Hill that the two-track effort is being coordinated 
so that the Northern Triangle countries are aware that "there is one single figure dedicated" to 
the White House initiative.
“She’ll work first on the goal of stemming the flow of irregular migrants to the US... but at the 
same time, the real goal is to establish a strategic partnership with these countries based on 
respect and shared values,” the official said.
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The unidentified individual further noted that longer term goal of addressing the root causes will 
be dealt by the administration working to tackle corruption, strengthening border security and 
overseeing diplomatic efforts in those specified counties, among other measures.
“It will take time,” the senior administration official added. “The vice president gets that, and the 
president gets that.”
The new leadership role will represent the first notable item in Harris' portfolio as vice president, 
and draws comparison to efforts taken on by Biden during the Obama administration. As vice 
president, Biden took on the US effort to decrease the number of American troops stationed in 
Iraq.
In remarks to the press, Harris acknowledged the "work will not be easy," but that "it is important 
work."
Harris' appointment was announced as the White House hopes to relay to the American public 
that the administration intends to take the matter seriously, especially as the sharp surge in 
illegal border crossings has skyrocketed since January.
Earlier, Mayorkas issued a statement that the situation unfolding at the US' southern border 
would put the Land of the Free "on pace to encounter more individuals on the southwest border 
than we have in the last 20 years."
Although the Biden administration has been turning away many individuals seeking refuge in the 
US, it has been granting entry to vast numbers of unaccompanied children that are arriving at 
checkpoints, a move that has prompted the overcrowding of various holding facilities.
Preliminary figures obtained by CNN indicate that US Border Patrol officials have detained more 
than 11,000 unaccompanied children between February 28 to March 20, a massive increase 
from the 5,600 children the agency apprehended in January.
In a bid to urge migrants against making the trip to the border, Biden issued a strong warning 
earlier this month, telling individuals "don't come over."
Neither Biden nor Harris have made a trip to the southern border since the crisis emerged. 
However, they have indicated they plan to visit at "some point."
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Comeback Kids: Biden Family Dogs Return to White House After Nipping Incident 
by Gaby Arancibia

Earlier, reports detailed that the Biden family dogs, Major and Champ, had been shipped back 
to their home in Delaware after Major was involved in an “minor” nipping incident with a Secret 
Service agent. However, it was later revealed by US President Joe Biden that the pups had 
been taken back to the Biden compound for other reasons.
Major and Champ are officially out of the doghouse and back into the White House after the 
younger of the dynamic duo was involved in a teethy exchange with a Secret Service agent, it 
was revealed on Wednesday.
Michael LaRosa, the press secretary for first lady Jill Biden, has confirmed that the first dogs left 
the Delaware compound and are back to roaming the historic grounds at 1600 Pennsylvania
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Avenue. He also noted that Major had a few extra training sessions while away in order to help 
him acclimate to his new home.
Although LaRosa had not specified to the media when the pups made their grand return to the 
presidential home, White House Press Secretary did inform reporters on Wednesday that the 
pair arrived back on Sunday.
"The dogs will come and go, and it will not be uncommon for them to head back to Delaware on 
occasion, as the president and first lady often do as well," Psaki said, adding that Major and 
Champ arrived at the White House after spending some time with the Biden family at Camp 
David over the weekend.
Earlier, ahead of the confirmation, one of the family’s dogs was photographed by Reuters 
correspondent Jeff Mason wandering on an Executive Residence balcony. At the time, Mason 
speculated that the dog in question was Champ.
The latest development came a week after Biden defended his rescue pup Major during an 
interview with CBS’ “Good Morning America,” telling host George Stephanopoulos that the 
beloved 3-year-old is a “sweet dog” who was just startled by someone he did not know.
"You turn a corner, and there's two people you don't know at all. ... And he moves to protect,” 
Biden said, underscoring that Major “did not bite someone and penetrate the skin.”
At the time, Biden also took the opportunity to reject claims that Major was shipped back to the 
First State as a punishment, explaining that the trip back to the Biden family home was 
preplanned.
Major and his older sibling Champ both arrived at the White House in January, only a few days 
after Biden was sworn in as the 46th US president. Major’s arrival marked him as the first former 
shelter dog to live at the White House.
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Jaw-Dropping Image Offers New Look at Supermassive Black Hole’s Swirling Magnetic Field 
by Gaby Arancibia

Researchers previously shook the public when officials released a stunning, never-before-seen 
image of a supermassive black hole and its shadow in 2019, effectively marking a first for the 
scientific community. However, the international team of researchers isn’t done shocking the 
world just yet.
A team of astronomers have done the unexpected and released a more detailed image of the 
supermassive black hole sitting at the center of the M87 galaxy, this time offering viewers the 
chance to take a peek at its magnetic field.
The stunning image, which was released to the public on Wednesday, shows the black hole 
through polarized light, a setting that allowed officials to also be able to map out the specimen’s 
swirling magnetic field.
Further analyzing the findings, officials determined that much of the light surrounding the M87 
supermassive black hole is polarized, and that the strength of the black hole's magnetic field 
measures between 1 and 30 gauss - some 50 times stronger than that of the Earth's force.
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Officials involved in the global collaboration were able to snap the new-and-improved image by 
linking together a total of eight telescopes stationed around the world to create the Event 
Horizon Telescope (EHT). The team stated in a Wednesday release that the telescope’s 
impeccable resolution would be able to “measure the length of a credit card on the surface of 
the moon.”
Similar to how polarized sunglasses help people see better by reducing reflections and other 
visual obstructions, researchers also explained in the release that “astronomers can sharpen 
their vision of the region around the black hole by looking at how the light originating from there 
is polarized.”
According to the team, the bright jets of energy and matter spewing from the galaxy’s core 
extend at least 5,000 light-years from its center. Additionally, while most matter along the edge 
of the black hole falls inside, some of the particles are able to escape and are shot out into the 
cosmos aboard jets emitted from M87’s core.
“We are now seeing the next crucial piece of evidence to understand how magnetic fields 
behave around black holes,” Monika Moscibrodzka, coordinator of the EHT Polarimetry Working 
Group, said in a statement accompanying the release.
The official also noted that the findings would help to further explain “how activity in this very 
compact region of space can drive powerful jets that extend far beyond the galaxy.”
Located some 55 light-years from Earth, the distant black hole initially caught the attention of 
the public when the same group of researchers in 2019 released the very first image of a black 
hole.
The image documented a dark center surrounded by a red-orange, ring-like structure that 
scientists described as the emissions from hot gas that was swirling under the influence of 
strong gravitational forces.
The latest findings were published as part of a two-part study in The Astrophysical Journal 
Letters. The team hopes that their research will help to provide answers on how jets larger than 
one galaxy can be launched from a black hole, as well as provide a better understanding of how 
a magnetic field can change over a period of time.
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Library of Congress Adds Music From Louis Armstrong, Kermit the Frog to National Recording 
Registry
Every year in March, the US Library of Congress selects 25 recordings, that could comprise 
individual songs, albums, or other audio recordings, to create an ongoing list of the most 
culturally, aesthetically and historically significant sounds of American history. Once chosen, 
they’re preserved under the National Recording Registry.
Iconic recordings from legendary musicians Janet Jackson, Louis Armstrong, Patti LaBelle and 
even Kermit the Frog have been chosen as this year’s inductees into the US Library of 
Congress’ National Recording Registry, officials recently announced.
This year's list of entries features a diverse collection of music, from the sounds of iconic jazz 
musician Louis Armstrong, for his rendition of “When the Saints Go Marching In,” to Hawaiian
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singer Israel Kamakawiwo'ole in a medley of both “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” from the 
1939 movie “The Wizard of Oz” and Armstrong’s own “What a Wonderful World.”
Also featured is “Rainbow Connection,” a song sung by the famous Muppet, Kermit the Frog, in 
his cinematic debut in 1979’s “The Muppet Movie.”
Pop star Janet Jackson, Jamaican reggae master Jimmy Cliff and American rapper Nas were 
also honored for their hit albums “Rhythm Nation 1814,” “The Harder They Come” and “lllmatic,” 
respectively.
Also selected were individual songs including Patti Labelle’s “Lady Marmalade” and Kool & the 
Gang’s wedding staple “Celebration”.
For the first time, a podcast episode has been added to the prestigious national registry. The 
most recent selection from this year’s pool of honorees is an episode of the popular podcast 
“This American Life” that addressed the 2008 subprime mortgage crisis.
Music fans on Twitter were quick to celebrate.
The Librarian of Congress, Dr. Carla Hayden, who as part of her responsibilities oversees the 
Registry program, interviewed Kermit the Frog as part of today’s announcement.
As of today, the National Recording Registry has 575 selections, with the oldest entry to this 
year’s collection dating back to 1878. The 143-year-old recording is known as the “St. Louis 
tinfoil,” and was reportedly composed by legendary inventor and audio pioneer Thomas Edison.
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Ex-US Vaccine Chief Who Critiqued Biden Loses Exec Job Over 'Substantiated' Sexual 
Harassment Claims 
by Evan Craighead

Dr. Moncef Slaoui previously served as chief health adviser for former US President Donald 
Trump's "Operation Warp Speed," a federal partnership program for US COVID-19 vaccine 
development. Within the past week, the ex-chief spoke out and claimed "90%" of US President 
Joe Biden's vaccine rollout plan is in line with the previous administration's.
Dr. Slaoui - who also served as chairman of UK bioelectronics research and development 
company Galvani - was terminated from the company on Wednesday, after decades of 
employment with Galvani and GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), its majority shareholder.
"The termination follows the receipt of a letter containing allegations of sexual harassment and 
inappropriate conduct towards an employee of GSK by Dr. Slaoui, which occurred several years 
ago when he was an employee of GSK," a GSK news release read.
The UK-based pharmaceutical company claimed the GSK Board hired an "experienced law 
firm" and "immediately" launched a probe into the matter.
While the investigation is not over, the company explicitly stated that "Dr. Slaoui's behaviours 
are wholly unacceptable" and "represent an abuse of his leadership position."
Further details of the sexual harassment allegations leveled against the doctor were not 
provided.
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It's worth noting Galvani Bioelectronics was formed in 2016 by GSK and Verily Life Sciences 
(fm. Google Life Science), a subsidiary of Google parent company Alphabet.
The announcement of Dr. Slaoui's firing comes just three days after the former US vaccine chief 
countered reports that the Biden administration had to start "from scratch" when it came to 
COVID-19 vaccine rollouts.
He also responded to the US president's February 18 claim that "America had no real plan to 
vaccinate most of the country."
"I think that's a very negative description of the reality. I do think that we had plans," Slaoui said 
during a Sunday interview on CBS' "Face the Nation". "In fact, 90% of what's happening now is 
the plan that we had."
He asserted that, excluding himself, "everybody" who was with the Trump administration's 
"Operation Warp Speed" initially stayed on the team during the transition period.
Dr. Slaoui went on to express doubts about there being any missteps in terms of "execution and 
operation." He also suggested "ownership and full understanding by the new administration" 
may be necessary, as he had "many interactions" with his successor, David Kessler, even after 
Biden took office.
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Bird Boom: US' Previously Endangered Bald Eagle Population Has Quadrupled Since 2009 
by Evan Craighead

The American bald eagle, the national bird of the US, was officially removed from the list of 
'Threatened and Endangered Species,' on August 9, 2007. Prior to its delisting, the bird of prey 
was reclassified from 'endangered' to 'threatened' in 1995.
After decades of conservation efforts, the American bald eagle population has soared to some 
316,700 individual birds of prey, the US Fish and Wildlife Service announcedearlier this week, 
citing its Migratory Bird Program.
According to the USFWS. the bald eagle population reached an "all-time low of 417 known 
nesting pairs" in 1963. That number rose to approximately 30,548 breeding pairs in 2009 and, 
according to new estimates, some 71,400 nesting pairs have been identified in the contiguous 
US.
The service's new estimates are based on data collected during 2018-2019.
"I believe that we have the opportunity of a lifetime to protect our environment and our way of 
life for generations to come. But we will only accomplish great things if we work together," US 
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland said in a quoted statement.
The bird of prey has been under several different protections since 1940, when Congress 
passed the Bald Eagle Protection Act - which was later renamed to also include golden eagles. 
The USFWS was also established in 1940, expanding from the former US Fish Commission. 
Bald eagles and other animals believed to be at threat of worldwide extinction later found 
protections via the Endangered Species Preservation Act (1966) and Endangered Species 
Conservation Act (1969).
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After banning the use of dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT) - a synthetic insecticide that is 
toxic to birds when ingested - in 1972, the US went on to enact the Endangered Species Act in 
1973, which initially listed the bald eagle as 'endangered.'
It would not be until 1995 when the bird of prey was downgraded to 'threatened.' In 2007. it was 
removed from the list entirely.
While the bald eagle species is no longer considered at threat of extinction today, the USFWS 
launched a Post-delisting Monitoring Plan in 2009 that seeks to collect data on the bird of prey 
across the contiguous US.
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Video: Atlanta Police Arrest Man With Body Armor, Two Rifles & Four Pistols at Publix Grocery 
Store
by Evan Craighead

Earlier this month, a 21-year-old suspect was apprehended in connection with the shooting 
deaths of eight individuals at three different spots in Atlanta, Georgia. Another mass shooting 
occurred in Boulder, Colorado, on Monday, with a different 21-year-old suspect allegedly killing 
10 people, including a cop, at a King Soopers grocery store.
An armed 22-year-old man was taken into police custody around 1:35 p.m. local time 
Wednesday after walking into a Publix restroom at Atlantic Station with an assortment of 
firearms, according to Atlanta police. He was also said to be wearing body armor.
While initial reports from police claimed the man was arrested with five weapons, an image 
obtained by WSB-TV reporter Matt Johnson shows ammunition, two rifles and four handguns, 
including a revolver.
Police noted the individual was taken into custody after a mental evaluation by Grady EMS. The 
22-year-old has since been charged with reckless conduct.
Local news outlet 11 Alive captured aerial video of the scene after the suspect was detained.
"At Publix, the safety of our associates and customers is our priority. We are cooperating with 
local law enforcement on an incident that occurred earlier today in our Atlantic Station store. We 
are thankful that there were no injuries, and all were able to exit the store safely," the chain said 
in an emailed statement to 11Alive.
However, at least one netizen reacting to the arrest is alleging that the store's new policy must 
be somewhat new.
"This was in 2017 at a Publix in Atlanta. I told the in store police and he ignored my complaint 
and said it was legal," Twitter user @baebdolll alleged, including video of a man with a rifle 
strapped to his chest.
It's unclear if it was the same Publix, and while Georgia is an open-carry state, Atlantic Station 
told 11 Alive that firearms are not allowed on its property.
Police have yet to reveal if the suspect is a legal gun owner and licensed to carry.
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RPT - First Ever Reparations for Black Americans Likely to Spread Nationwide - City Lawmaker

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - Paying Black Americans for past 
discrimination will eventually become a nationwide practice with support from \Afeshington, 
Evanston Alderman Robin Rue Simmons, who spearheaded historic reparations legislation this 
week, told Sputnik.
On Monday, the Chicago suburb of Evanston became the first US city to offer reparations 
payments to Black residents. By an 8-1 vote, city officials agreed to pay $25,000 to individuals 
and $50,000 to households who suffered from housing discrimination. The council set aside 
$400,000 to disburse to Black homeowners who qualify.
"Reparations is going to happen. Yes, in our lifetime, with hard work, a commitment from the 
president, the commitment in cities nationwide, with support of our allies," Rue Simmons said. 
"Legislative moves are possible in Congress. These are viable actions for repair and redress. 
Anything less is insufficient policy."
The city counciIwoman said US Representative Shelia Jackson-Lee and Senator Cory Booker 
are pushing similar legislation in Congress. Rue Simmons also said she is not running for 
reelection so can work exclusively on promoting reparative justice.
Catholic churches and a major American bank - along with mayors and other leadership - are 
supporting the movement, she added.
Rue Simmons, who has represented Evanston's 5th Ward since 2017, said she was struck by 
the stark disparities between the way Blacks in Evanston live when compared to their white 
counterparts. So she set about looking for viable solutions.
In response to Evanston’s long history of discriminatory housing practices, Rue Simmons said 
the city council made a collective decision to focus on redressing disparities.
Despite opposition from different corners of US society and a reluctance to discuss or 
acknowledge the effects of racism, discrimination and slavery, Rue Simmons said she remains 
confident that reparations will eventually be embraced across the US.
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RPT: PREVIEW - Biden to Give First Presidential Press Conference After Record-Setting Delay

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden on Thursday will give his first full 
press conference since taking office after criticism from his opponents and allies for a unusually 
protracted delay in exposing himself to reporters’ grilling.
Biden is expected to boast his accomplishments - a meaningful progress in the vaccination 
campaign and a huge economic relief package approved by Congress. He will face questions 
about ways to address a burgeoning immigration and a spike in gun violence.
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American media estimates that Biden, who is on day 65 of his presidency, has gone longer than 
any US president in the past century before having a formal news conference with his 15 most 
recent predecessors arranging the event within 33 days of taking office. By this point Donald 
Trump and George HW Bush had each held five press conferences, Bill Clinton four, George W. 
Bush three, Barack Obama two and Ronald Reagan one, the AP quoted presidential scholar 
Martha Kumar.
The 78-year-old incumbent, known for his gaffes and suspected by his foes of age-related frailty, 
has so far shied away from reporters taking occasionally a question or two of his choosing 
during the White House events.
Biden, however, has already delivered his first prime-time address to the nation and gave an 
interview to ABC News, during which notoriously admitted that he considers Vladimir Putin "a 
killer." The Russian leader immediately offered to discuss relations in public debates, but his 
proposal was rejected by the White House.
The press conference is being convened after Biden has administered the first 100 million 
COVID-19 vaccines and presumably put the country on track to have enough shots for every 
adult American by the end of May. The President pushed his $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
initiative, dubbed America Rescue Plan, through Congress and signed it into law. Biden is 
determined to introduce stricter gun controls after two mass shooting within as many weeks 
killed 18 Americans, a move bound to infuriate his Republican opponents.
Another issue, which is sure to be raised during the press conference, is a rapid increase of 
migrants seeking access to the United States. Biden's foes blame him for what they describe as 
the southern border crisi
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Pentagon Approves Request to House Migrant Children in Texas - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, March 25 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department approved a request from 
health officials to house migrant children at military facilities in Texas, Spokesperson John Kirby 
said in a statement.
"Today, the Department of Defense approved a request for assistance from the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) to temporarily house unaccompanied migrant children at a 
vacant dormitory at Joint Base San Antonio - Lackland, Texas and an area of land on Fort Bliss, 
Texas to construct suitable temporary housing facility. DoD will provide HHS officials access to 
these locations immediately to begin initial actions to prepare for receiving unaccompanied 
migrant children as soon as preparations are complete," Kirby said on Wednesday. "This 
support... will not negatively affect military training, operations, readiness, or other military 
requirements."
The United States is experiencing the greatest influx of undocumented migrants in the past 20 
years with reports of at least 15,000 unaccompanied children in US custody.
Around 5,000 of the unaccompanied children are being held at Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) facilities not designed for long-term housing.
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The latest surge followed a series of executive orders by President Joe Biden to overturn most 
of the border control measures imposed during the previous administration.
Images released this week by border officials show hundreds of migrants with metallic blankets 
on the floors of cage-like structures reminiscent of those used by the Trump administration 
during the 2019 crisis.
The US encountered more than 100,000 migrants attempting to cross the border in February. It 
deported nearly three-fourths of those apprehended - mostly families and single adults - while 
allowing unaccompanied children to remain in detention facilities, according to data from the 
Customs and Border Protection (CRB) agency.
Republicans and some media outlets have called the situation concerning the influx of migrants 
a "border crisis" and have criticized the Biden administration for not allowing the media access 
to migrant facilities to report on the issue.
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Pentagon Approves Request to House Migrant Children in Texas - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department approved a request from 
health officials to house migrant children at military facilities in Texas, Spokesperson John Kirby 
said in a statement.
"Today, the Department of Defense approved a request for assistance from the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) to temporarily house unaccompanied migrant children at a 
vacant dormitory at Joint Base San Antonio - Lackland, Texas and an area of land on Fort Bliss, 
Texas to construct suitable temporary housing facility. DoD will provide HHS officials access to 
these locations immediately to begin initial actions to prepare for receiving unaccompanied 
migrant children as soon as preparations are complete," Kirby said on Wednesday. "This 
support... will not negatively affect military training, operations, readiness, or other military 
requirements."
The United States is experiencing the greatest influx of undocumented migrants in the past 20 
years with reports of at least 15,000 unaccompanied children in US custody.
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New York Attorney General Says Banks Can Not Seize COVID-19 Relief Money to Settle Debt

NEW YORK, March 25 (Sputnik) - New York Attorney-General Letitia James said on 
Wednesday that banks, creditors and debt collection agencies cannot seize COVID-19 relief 
money that residents had received from the government and would hold them accountable if 
they engage in such practices.
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"Ws are once again making it clear that New York state banks, creditors and debt collectors 
cannot seize emergency stimulus payments under the American Rescue Plan," James said via 
Twitter on Wednesday. "Any institution that violates this guidance will be held accountable to the 
fullest extent of the law."
James’ comments came after the US Treasury Department began sending out last week relief 
checks for $1,400 per person to eligible residents under the American Rescue Plan, which was 
the centerpiece of Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 economic stimulus bill passed by Congress 
earlier this month.
Since the coronavirus outbreak a year ago, creditors, including landlords, across the United 
States have been prevented from making collections on borrowings, rent and mortgage by the 
federal and state governments under emergency pandemic rules.
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Preparations Underway for Japan Prime Minister’s Visit to US in April - Ambassador

WASHINGTON, March 25 (Sputnik) - Preparations are underway for Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga’s visit to the United States in April, the country’s ambassador in Washington Koji 
Tomita said.
"Now we have started preparation for possible visit of Prime Minister Suga which we hope will 
take place as early as next month,” Tomita said during a virtual conference on bilateral relations 
hosted by the Atlantic Council.
Suga is expected to meet US President Joe Biden for the first time. His visit follows a trip to 
Japan by US Secretaries of State and Defense Antony Blinken and Lloyd Austin that the 
Japanese ambassador described as “enormously successful.”
Next week, Japan’s National Security Adviser is scheduled to visit \Afeshington, DC, for talks 
with his US counterpart Jake Sullivan.
"In my mind, all these developments are function of two things. The new [Biden] administration's 
very strong focus on the Indo-Pacific region and its readiness to engage allies and partners in 
its diplomatic efforts,” Tomita said.
Japan very much welcomes both intentions and is very eager to work with the Biden 
administration, Tomita added.
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IMF Approves $500Mln Loan Disbursement for Pakistan - Statement

WASHINGTON, March 25 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund approved a half billion 
disbursement for Pakistan after the board's latest review, the fund said in a statement.
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"The Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) completed today the second 
through fifth reviews of the Extended Arrangement under the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) for 
Pakistan. The Board’s decision allows for an immediate disbursement of SDR 350 million (about 
US$500 million), bringing total purchases for budget support under the arrangement to about 
US$2 billion," the IMF said on Wednesday.
In a separate statement, the IMF said Pakistan’s authorities have taken strong corrective actions 
to address institutional and technical short-comings that gave rise earlier to inaccurate 
information.
The IMF approved a 39-mo nth Extended Arrangement under the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) 
for Pakistan for $ 6 billion on July 3, 2019. The program aims to support Pakistan’s policies to 
boost the economy amid the pandemic, ensure macroeconomic and debt sustainability, and 
advance structural reforms to lay the foundations for growth, the IMF said.
IMF board Deputy Managing Director and Acting Chair, Antoinette Sayeh, said while the 
pandemic continues to pose challenges, Pakistani authorities’ policies have been critical in 
supporting the economy and saving lives and livelihoods.
"The authorities have also continued to advance their reform agenda in key areas, including on 
consolidating central bank autonomy, reforming corporate taxation, bolstering management of 
state-owned enterprises, and improving cost recovery and regulation in the power sector," she 
said as quoted in the statement. "Going forward, further sustained efforts, including broadening 
the revenue base carefully managing spending and securing provincial contributions, will help 
achieve a lasting improvement in public finances and place debt on a downward path."
Recent measures, she added, have helped contain the accumulation of new arrears in the 
energy sector.
Sayeh said enactment of the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority Act amendments 
would help restore financial viability through management improvements, cost reductions, 
regular tariff adjustments, and better targeting of subsidies.
She also said further efforts to remove structural impediments will strengthen economic 
productivity, confidence, and private sector investment.
The IMF also recommends bolstering transparency, boosting business environment and job 
creation, and strengthening the effectiveness of anti-corruption institutions, Sayeh added.
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Canada Border Agents Followed Protocol in Meng Search, No Proof of FBI Conspiracy - Lawyer

TORONTO, March 24 (Sputnik) - Canadian border agents acted within their jurisdiction in 
processing Huawei executive Meng W&nzhou, the lawyer representing the Canadian 
government said in rejecting allegations of a conspiracy concocted by the FBI and Canada’s 
federal police force.
Meng’s defense team has alleged that the Canadian Border Services Agency (CBSA) and the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) intentionally violated Meng’s rights guaranteed by
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Canada's Charter of Rights and Freedoms at the behest of the FBI, in order to turn over the 
sensitive information about the executive to US authorities.
"Your ladyship should conclude, the decision to conduct a secondary exam was a bona fide 
decision, consistent with CBSA procedure, and not made at the behest of a foreign state or law 
enforcement," government attorney Diba Majzub told British Columbia Supreme Court Justice 
Heather Holmes on Wednesday.
Majzub argued that CBSA agents, in accordance with protocol and with the endorsement of the 
RCMP, began regular border screening procedures before Meng was transferred into RCMP 
custody for booking.
The government attorney explained that border agents had the jurisdiction to probe Meng, as 
she had indicated her intention to enter Canada. During testimony, the agents in question had 
said that they have right to question any individual at Canadian airports regardless of whether 
they intend to enter the country or are in transit.
The prosecutor also countered the defense’s claims that Canadian officials from the two 
agencies conspired against the Huawei CFO, saying that meetings between CBSA and RCMP 
representatives were "brainstorming sessions" and routine coordination between agencies, 
noting that a decision on how to detain Meng wasn’t reached until the morning of the arrest. 
Majzub added that Canadian law enforcement officials had little to no contact with US law 
enforcement officials.
Lawyers for the Canadian government have called on Holmes to reject the defense’s narrative, 
saying that the story painted by Meng’s lawyers is not supported by the facts. On Tuesday, 
federal attorney Robert Frater, said that the defense painted "an exciting narrative" but the 
reality is more "prosaic."
The defense, however, has argued that Canadian authorities made a concerted effort to covertly 
share Meng’s phone passcodes and other electronic identifying information with the FBI, citing a 
host of procedural errors and a key government witness’s refusal to testify.
RCMP staff sergeant Ben Chang, who is accused by the defense of having covertly shared 
information about Meng’s electronic devices with the FBI, communicated his refusal to testify 
throughout the process, despite being flagged as key witness by government attorneys.
Meng, the daughter of Huawei founder and CEO Ren Zhengfei, was arrested on December 1, 
2018 at Vancouver International Airport during a layover stop at the request of the US 
government. She is wanted by US authorities for her alleged role in violating sanctions against 
Iran. The Justice Department alleges that Meng committed financial transgressions by 
misleading multinational financial conglomerate, HSBC, into approving more than $100 million 
in transactions that contravened US sanctions on Iran from 2010 to 2014.
Meng remains under house arrest in Vancouver, although is free to traverse the region in the 
company of state-imposed guards outside of her 11:00 p.m to 6:00 a.m. curfew.
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US Opens 6th Temporary Facility to House Migrant Children - Social Services Agency
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WASHINGTON, March 25 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has opened a sixth temporary 
care facility to house an influx of migrant children who crossed the southern border without a 
legal guardian, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) said in a press release. 
"HHS has selected, with the assistance of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
the San Diego Convention Center, 111 West Harbor Drive San Diego, California, as an 
Emergency Intake Site (EIS) with the capacity to initially accommodate up to 1,400 children," 
the agency said on Wednesday.
The other temporary care facilities are located in the cities of Dallas, Midland, Donna and two in 
Carrizo Springs in the state of Texas.
US media reported that the Biden administration may open two additional temporary shelters in 
San Antonio, Texas.
Earlier on Wednesday, the Defense Department said it will make a decision within days on 
HHS’s request to house migrant children at available military bases in Texas.
The United States is experiencing the greatest influx of undocumented migrants in the past 20 
years with reports of at least 15,000 unaccompanied children placed in US custody, and 5,000 
of them held at Customs and Border Protection facilities that were not designed for long-term 
housing.
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IMF Approves $500Mln Loan Disbursement for Pakistan - Statement

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund approved a half billion 
disbursement for Pakistan after the board's latest review, the fund said in a statement.
"The Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) completed today the second 
through fifth reviews of the Extended Arrangement under the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) for 
Pakistan. The Board's decision allows for an immediate disbursement of SDR 350 million (about 
US$500 million), bringing total purchases for budget support under the arrangement to about 
US$2 billion," the IMF said on Wednesday.
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PREVIEW- Biden to Give First Presidential Press Conference After Record-Setting Delay

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden on Thursday will give his first full 
press conference since taking office after criticism from his opponents and allies for a unusually 
protracted delay in exposing himself to reporters’ grilling.
Biden is expected to boast his accomplishments - a meaningful progress in the vaccination 
campaign and a huge economic relief package approved by Congress. He will face questions 
about ways to address a burgeoning immigration and a spike in gun violence.
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American media estimates that Biden, who is on day 65 of his presidency, has gone longer than 
any US president in the past century before having a formal news conference with his 15 most 
recent predecessors arranging the event within 33 days of taking office. By this point Donald 
Trump and George HW Bush had each held five press conferences, Bill Clinton four, George W. 
Bush three, Barack Obama two and Ronald Reagan one, the AP quoted presidential scholar 
Martha Kumar.
The 78-year-old incumbent, known for his gaffes and suspected by his foes of age-related frailty, 
has so far shied away from reporters taking occasionally a question or two of his choosing 
during the White House events.
Biden, however, has already delivered his first prime-time address to the nation and gave an 
interview to ABC News, during which notoriously admitted that he considers Vladimir Putin “a 
killer.” The Russian leader immediately offered to discuss relations in public debates, but his 
proposal was rejected by the White House.
The press conference is being convened after Biden has administered the first 100 million 
COVID-19 vaccines and presumably put the country on track to have enough shots for every 
adult American by the end of May. The President pushed his $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
initiative, dubbed America Rescue Plan, through Congress and signed it into law. Biden is 
determined to introduce stricter gun controls after two mass shooting within as many weeks 
killed 18 Americans, a move bound to infuriate his Republican opponents.
Another issue, which is sure to be raised during the press conference, is a rapid increase of 
migrants seeking access to the United States. Biden's foes blame him for what they describe as 
the southern border crisis.
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Alaska Joins Lawsuit Against Biden Administration Oil, Gas Lease Moratorium - Governor

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Alaska has joined the lawsuit filed by 13 US states against 
the Biden administration's moratorium on oil and gas leasing on federal land, Governor Mike 
Dunieavy said in a release.
"Today, the state of Alaska joined a lawsuit in the US District Court for the Western District of 
Louisiana challenging the Biden administration’s unlawful moratorium placed on the federal oil 
and gas leasing program," Dunieavy said on Wednesday. "The President, however, has made 
no secret that his administration’s agenda is to halt all new oil and gas leasing on federal 
onshore and offshore lands."
Dunieavy said in the release that he considers the Biden administrations’ moratorium to be "an 
attack on federal and gas leasing."
In addition, Alaska Attorney General Treg Taylor said the moratorium has delayed a 
long-planned federal oil and gas lease sale in Alaska’s Cook Inlet. Both, Dunieavy and Taylor 
underscored the importance of oil and gas industry to Alaska's economy.
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The states of Louisiana, Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah and West Virginia, most of which are net producers of 
energy, filed the lawsuit.
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WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) -

US-EU ISSUE JOINT STATEMENT
* The United States and European Union urge Russia to abandon "confrontational approaches" 
and engage in dialogue on issues of mutual concern, Secretary of State Antony Blinken and 
High Representative Josep Borrell said on Wednesday.
The United States and the European Union have agreed to intensify efforts to advance the 
Afghan peace process, the joint statement said.

NATO MEETING IN BRUSSELS
* US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken during his speech at the NATO headquarters in 
Brussels accused Russia of engaging in disinformation campaigns to erode confidence in 
elections and undermine trust in vaccines.
* Blinken said that diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict Afghanistan are progressing after the 
recent Moscow summit, which he characterized as being “productive.”
* NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said he is encouraged by the United Kingdom’s 
new defense strategy, issued earlier in March, that shows London is ready to do "more" as an 
ally.
* NATO’s response to Russia is firm and consistent, and the alliance will keep working with the 
European Union to make sure that there is a joint response to Moscow, Stoltenberg said.
* Stoltenberg said that the world requires agreements on nuclear arms control covering more 
weapons and more countries.

NORD STREAM 2
* NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said on Wednesday that he believes that NATO 
could be a platform to discuss differences of the allies on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline project.
* The disagreement between the United States and Germany over the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
will not affect the two countries’ strong bilateral ties although V\feshington will continue to impose 
sanctions on the project, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told reporters.

CORONAVIRUS VACCINES
* UK drugmaker AstraZeneca is far behind its contractual commitments to the European Union 
and is not even close to delivering the scaled-back promise of 30 million vaccine doses to the 
bloc in the first quarter of the year, European Commission Executive Vice-President Valdis 
Dombrovskis said.
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NEW CANADA SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA
* Canada has imposed sanctions on nine senior Russian officials in line with similar measures 
taken earlier by the United States and the European Union over the case of opposition blogger 
Alexey Navalny, Global Affairs Canada said.
* A phone conversation between Russian President Vladimir Putin and Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau is not planned in the near future, Peskov told Sputnik.

TURKEY DEVELOPMENTS
* Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Wednesday got re-elected as the head of the 
country's ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) during its congress.
* The main phase of work on Turkey's new constitution will start in the second half of 2022, and 
it will be submitted for the approval of the country's citizens, Erdogan said.
* Turkey will continue building relations with all foreign countries, from the United States and the 
European Union to Russia and Arab nations, and will take its interests into account, Erdogan 
said.
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US Markets Regulator Says Has Amended Law to Remove Foreign Firms From US Stock 
Exchanges

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) said on 
Wednesday that it has amended the Holding Foreign Companies Accountable Act to remove 
from the US stock markets foreign firms that did not comply with local accounting standards. 
"The Securities and Exchange Commission has adopted interim final amendments to implement 
congressionaliy mandated submission and disclosure requirements of the Holding Foreign 
Companies Accountable Act (HFCAAct)," the SEC said in a statement.
The SEC, which regulates the US stock markets, added that it was "seeking public comment on 
these submission and disclosure requirements” within 90 days of the date of the enactment of 
the changes.
The HFCAAct would allow the SEC to kick foreign companies off US stock exchanges if they 
did not comply with the country’s auditing standards. The law would also require alien firms to 
disclose any governmental affiliations.
Signed into law by former president Donald Trump in December, the HFCAAct was primarily 
aimed at removing Chinese companies from US exchanges if they failed to comply with US 
auditing standards for three years in a row. The legislation also requires firms to prove to the 
SEC they are not owned or controlled by an entity of a foreign government, like the Chinese 
Communist Party, and to name any board members with such links.
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Fraud Taints Nearly $1 Bln in US COVID-19 Relief Effort for Businesses - Report

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The Small Business Administration (SBA) distributed $910 
billion to small enterprises hurt by the coronavirus pandemic measures but reduced oversight in 
a bid to speed payments left the program vulnerable to fraud, the General Accountability Office 
(GAO) said on Wednesday.
"Although SBA has taken some steps to mitigate fraud risks to RPR [Paycheck Production 
Program] and EIDL [Economic Injury Disaster Loans], such as conducting PPP loan reviews 
and implementing new EIDL controls, the agency has not yet conducted a formal fraud risk 
assessment for either program," GAO said in a report.
So far, the SBA made 17 million loans totaling $910 million through the two relief programs, the 
report said.
As indicators of fraud, the report cited 5,000 advances totaling about $26 million and the 
approval of at least 3,000 loans totaling about $156 million to potentially ineligible businesses 
under the EIDL program, the report also said.
Banks filed more than 40,000 suspicious activity reports for the two programs, the report added. 
In addition, the Justice Department announced more than 100 fraud-related cases associated 
with PPP loans and 30 fraud-related cases associated with EIDL loans as of February 2021, 
according to the report.
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Biden Appoints Vice President Harris to Lead Efforts With Mexico to Stem Migrant Flow

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden on Wednesday said he had 
appointed Vice President Kamala Harris to lead the efforts with Mexico and the countries of the 
so-called "Northern Triangle" in Central America to stem the flow of migrants in the United 
States.
"She's going to... lead our efforts with Mexico and the Northern Triangle and the countries that 
are going to need help in stemming the immigrants flow," Biden told reporters at a White House 
briefing. "I can think of nobody who is better qualified to do this."
Tens of thousands of people, including unaccompanied children, have been coming in recent 
weeks to the US border with Mexico after sensing a White House more amicable to migrants 
under Biden as opposed to previous President Donald Trump.
Two weeks after taking office on January 20, Biden ordered a review of asylum processing at 
the US border with Mexico in an attempt to undo some of Trump’s restrictive policies that
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targeted illegal immigration. Biden also created a task force to reunite migrant families 
separated at the border.
Biden said he was trying to "determine the best way to keep people from coming" to the border 
intending to enter the United States.
"The surge we’re dealing with now started [with] the last administration, but it’s our responsibility 
to deal with it humanely and to stop what's happening," Biden said. "This increase has been 
consequential."
The recent increase in migrants at the US-Mexico border - as many as 100,000 people in 
February - has overwhelmed border patrol stations and processing facilities, which were already 
grappling with backlogs and overcrowding, according to media reports.
Harris, who was seated beside the president when he handed her the lead role in managing the 
crisis, acknowledged that the situation was "a huge problem."
"The work will not be easy, but it is important work," Harris said. "It is work that we demand and 
the people of our countries, I believe, need to help stem the tide that we have seen."
Beyond the short-term challenges, Harris said she will work to strengthen diplomatic ties with 
Mexico, El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala to address the root causes of the region’s 
migrant problems.
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US Military Commission on Sexual Assault Holds First Session, Meets Defense Chiefs - Chair

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The 90-Day Independent Review Commission (IRC) on 
Sexual Assault in the Military held its first meeting and its members met with Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd Austin and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Gen. Mark Milley, IRC Chiar Lynn 
Rosenthal told a press briefing at the Department of Defense on Wednesday.
"The IRC is hopeful that the Secretary and the President will adopt our recommendations," 
Rosenthal said. "We heard from the secretary and deputy secretary and General Milley [and] 
the Chairman especially expressed an understanding of the predatory nature of sexual assault." 
Rosenthal said the IRC would also look at the problem of sexual abuse of men as well as 
women serving in the US armed forces.
"We have a significant problem with sexual assault on men in the service. ... The sexual assault 
of men is a very significant problem. We don't highlight [the victims'] voices enough," she said. 
Earlier on Wednesday, the Defense Department Inspector Genera issued a report concluding 
that former Navy Auditor General Ronnie Booth engaged in sexual propositions when 
interacting with female subordinates at the Naval Audit Service and that he sexually harassed at 
least a dozen female employees for more than two decades.
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US, EU Encourage Russia to Engage, 'Abandon Confrontational Approaches' - Joint Statement

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The United States and European Union urge Russia to 
abandon "confrontational approaches" and engage in dialogue on issues of mutual concern, 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and High Representative Josep Borrell said on Wednesday. 
"Secretary Blinken and High Representative Borrell noted their determination to further address, 
in a coordinated manner, Russia's challenging behavior," Blinken and Borrell said in a joint 
statement after meeting in Brussels. "Both sides declared that they are ready to engage with 
Russia on issues of common interest and to encourage Russia to abandon confrontational 
approaches."
The two diplomats said their shared concerns included Ukraine, Georgia, disinformation, 
election meddling, malicious cyber activities, military posturing and human rights.
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Chicago Suburb's Reparations for Black Residents Can Spread Nationwide - Lawmaker

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - Paying Black Americans for past 
discrimination will eventually become a nationwide practice with support from Washington, 
Evanston Alderman Robin Rue Simmons, who spearheaded historic reparations legislation this 
week, told Sputnik.
On Monday, the Chicago suburb of Evanston became the first US city to offer reparations 
payments to Black residents. By an 8-1 vote, city officials agreed to pay $25,000 to individuals 
and $50,000 to households who suffered from housing discrimination. The council set aside 
$400,000 to disburse to Black homeowners who qualify.
"Reparations is going to happen. Yes, in our lifetime, with hard work, a commitment from the 
president, the commitment in cities nationwide, with support of our allies," Rue Simmons said. 
"Legislative moves are possible in Congress. These are viable actions for repair and redress. 
Anything less is insufficient policy."
The city councilwoman said US Representative Shelia Jackson-Lee and Senator Cory Booker 
are pushing similar legislation in Congress. Rue Simmons also said she is not running for 
reelection so can work exclusively on promoting reparative justice.
Catholic churches and a major American bank - along with mayors and other leadership - are 
supporting the movement, she added.
Rue Simmons, who has represented Evanston's 5th \Aferd since 2017, said she was struck by 
the stark disparities between the way Blacks in Evanston live when compared to their white 
counterparts. So she set about looking for viable solutions.
In response to Evanston’s long history of discriminatory housing practices, Rue Simmons said 
the city council made a collective decision to focus on redressing disparities.
Despite opposition from different corners of US society and a reluctance to discuss or 
acknowledge the effects of racism, discrimination and slavery, Rue Simmons said she remains 
confident that reparations will eventually be embraced across the US.
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Pentagon to Decide on Housing Migrant Children Within Days - Spokesman

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department will make a decision on a 
request to house migrant children in a matter of days not weeks, Pentagon spokesperson John 
Kirby said in a briefing on Wednesday.
US health officials asked the Defense Department to help house a surge in unaccompanied 
migrant children at two of its military facilities in Texas, the Pentagon said on Tuesday.
"I would expect decisions out of the department in days not weeks," Kirby said.
Kirby also said that Fort Lee in Virginia is no longer under consideration because its 
infrastructure was not suitable for housing children.
The US is also considering Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs - the home of NORAD 
and US Space Command, he added.
On Tuesday, Kirby said the US Health and Human Services Department asked the Pentagon to 
house the migrants at Joint Base San Antonio, Lackland, Texas and Fort Bliss, Texas.
The United States is experiencing the greatest influx of undocumented migrants in the past 20 
years with reports of at least 15,000 unaccompanied children placed in US custody, and 5,000 
of them held at Customs and Border Protection (CBP) facilities not designed for long-term 
housing.
Republicans and some media outlets have called the situation concerning the influx of migrants 
a "border crisis" and have criticized the Biden administration for not allowing the media access 
to migrant facilities to report on the issue.
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US, EU Agree to Intensify Cooperation on Afghanistan to Advance Peace Process - Statement

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The United States and the European Union have agreed 
to intensify efforts to advance the Afghan peace process, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
and the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell said in a 
joint statement on Wednesday.
"The United States and the European Union intend to intensify their cooperation on Afghanistan, 
together with key partners, to advance the peace process and to ensure the long-term stability 
and prosperity of the country," the statement said.
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US Adults Prioritize Border Control Over Legalizing Immigrants by 2-to-1 Margin - Poll

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Likely US voters by a 2-to-1 margin consider regaining 
control of the southern border as a more immediate concern than legalizing immigrants, a 
Rasmussen Reports poll revealed on Wednesday.
"Sixty-two percent (62%) of voters say it is more important to gain control of the border than to 
legalize the status of undocumented workers already living in the United States. Forty percent 
(31 %) put legalizing those already here illegally first," a press release explaining the poll said. 
The first two months of the Biden administration have witnessed a surge in illegal migration on 
par with the 2019 surge that prompted a crackdown that largely halted the influx.
The latest surge followed a series of executive orders by President Joe Biden to overturn most 
of the border control measures imposed during the previous administration.
Images released this week by border officials show hundreds of migrants with metallic blankets 
on the floors of cage-like structures reminiscent of those used by the Trump administration 
during the 2019 crisis.
The US encountered more than 100,000 migrants attempting to cross the border in February. It 
deported nearly three-fourths of those apprehended - mostly families and single adults - while 
allowing unaccompanied children to remain in detention facilities, according to data from the 
Customs and Border Protection (CPB) agency.
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Blinken Says He Discussed Russia, Iran With EU’s Borrell

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Wednesday said 
he discussed Russia and Iran among other topics during his conversation with EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell.
"We talked about our shared concerns about Russia's aggression, especially towards its 
neighbors,” Blinken told reporters after the meeting in Brussels.
Both sides also confirmed their commitments to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons 
and to address climate change issues urgently, he added.
The United States and the EU have agreed to resume a high-level dialogue on China, Blinken 
noted.
“We know we can approach Beijing most effectively when we are working together and 
coordinating our approaches," he said.
Blinken said he suspected that Washington and Brussels will be in very close touch in the 
weeks and months ahead on these and other topics and is looking forward to the collaboration.
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Twelve US Attorneys General Call on Face book, Twitter to Remove Disinformation on Vaccines

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - A group of twelve US Attorneys General on Wednesday 
sent a letter to the heads of Face book and Twitter demanding both platforms to be more 
vigorous in their fight against disinformation on COVID-19 vaccines and remove misleading 
content.
"We write to express our concern about the use of your platforms to spread fraudulent 
information about coronavirus vaccines and to seek your cooperation in curtailing the 
dissemination of such information,’’ the letter said. “The people and groups spreading 
falsehoods and misleading Americans about the safety of coronavirus vaccines are threatening 
the health of our communities, slowing progress in getting our residents protected from the 
virus, and undermining economic recovery in our states.”
The authors of the letter called on Face book and Twitter to remove accounts and content of the 
most prominent so called “anti-vaxxers” accounting for 65 percent of all visible anti-vaccine 
content on Face book, Instagram, and Twitter.
The Attorneys General said the disinformation published with use of the platforms increases 
vaccines hesitancy and even causes more deaths.
The letter cites a report of the Center for Countering Digital Hate, according to which 
anti-vaccine activists have accounts on Face book, YouTube, Instagram, and Twitter with over 59 
million followers and target people of color and Black Americans who suffered the most in the 
pandemic and whose vaccination rates are lagging.
The group includes US Attorneys General from Connecticut, Delaware, Virginia, Iowa, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and 
Rhode Island.
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US Oil Output Back to 11 Min Barrels Daily, Signaling End to Texas Disruptions - El A

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US oil production is back at 11 million barrels per day, 
weekly data from the Energy Information Administration (EIA) showed on Wednesday, indicating 
an end to disruptions in output from the mid-February snowstorm in energy heartland Texas.
US crude production for the week ended March 19 was 100,000 barrels higher from the 10.9 
million reported during the week to March 12, the EIA data showed. A daily production of 11 
million barrels had been the norm for the United States until last month’s Texas storm took 
output down to as low as 9.7 million.
Texas is the largest US state for drilling and processing of both oil and gas.
An unexpectedly severe Arctic blast hit the state on February 17, freezing the flow of oil and gas 
in some of its key shale drilling basins. Wbrk also came to a standstill at major refineries in the 
state.
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Typically known for maintaining temperatures of between 60°F (15.6°C) and 70°F (21.1°C) most 
of the year, Texas initially looked like a white blanket after the storm.
Aside from the hit on production, US oil refining also took a huge hit from the storm, falling 
nearly 40 percent initially from the seasonal 90 percent of capacity seen at this time of year. The 
ElAdata on Wednesday showed refining having reached 81.6 percent of capacity as of last 
week.
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New Canadian Sanctions Attempt to Interfere in Russia's Affairs, Doomed to Fail - Embassy

TORONTO, March 24 (Sputnik) - The Russian Embassy in Ottawa on Wednesday slammed 
Canada’s latest round of sanctions against Russia and said such attempts to interfere in the 
country’s internal affairs are doomed to fail.
Earlier in the day, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Marc Garneau imposed sanctions on 
nine senior Russian officials in line with similar measures taken earlier by the United States and 
the European Union over the case of opposition blogger Alexey Navalny.
“We condemn another portion of anti-Russian sanctions by Canada that are absolutely 
illegitimate under international law and meaningless in putting pressure on Russia,” the Russian 
Embassy said in a press release. “Attempts to interfere into our internal affairs and impose 
distorted and politicized view of reality are doomed to failure.”
Russia’s diplomatic mission in Ottawa called on Canadian authorities to be cognizant of its own 
"worrying” human rights record, including systemic violence against indigenous people and 
racial discrimination, before engaging in moral grandstanding. The country’s leaders, including 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, have repeatedly acknowledged the presence of systemic racism 
in Canada ~ directed towards indigenous and other minority groups.
The embassy added that diplomacy through sanctions is counterproductive and harms the 
already “problematic” bilateral relations.
Responding to Ottawa’s announcement, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told Sputnik that 
Canada’s sanctions are not legal and that retaliation from Moscow is forthcoming.
Navalny is currently serving a two-and-a-half-year jail term for repeatedly violating the terms of 
his probation. In 2014, Navalny and his brother Oleg were indicted on charges of embezzlement 
in dealings with the Russian subsidiary of French cosmetics company Yves Rocher. At the time, 
Navalny received a three-and-a-half-year suspended sentence, with one of the conditions being 
that he check in with the police in person at least twice a month.
In 2019, the European Court of Human Rights ruled that Navalny's house arrest breached 
several provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights but declined to recognize the 
case as politically motivated.
The Russian Foreign Ministry previously advised foreign politicians commenting on the Navalny 
situation to respect international law as well as pay attention to issues in their countries.
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Canada sanctions target a number of top Russian officials, including First Deputy Chief of Staff 
of the Presidential Executive Office Sergei Kiriyenko, Federal Security Service (FSB) Director 
Aleksandr Bortnikov, Prosecutor General Igor Krasnov and National Guard chief Viktor Zolotov. 
On Monday, Canada, in coordination with the United States and the United Kingdom, leveled 
similar sanctions against four Chinese officials and one entity over claims of human rights 
abuses in Xinjiang province.
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Biden to Deliver Speech on Building Economy in Pittsburgh Next \Afeek - White House

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will visit Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
next week to deliver remarks on the administration's plan to build the country’s future economy 
back better, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said in a briefing on Wednesday.
"The President will travel to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania... on Wednesday March 31 where he will 
deliver a speech laying out more details of his plan to build the economy back better," Psaki 
said.
Federal Reserve Chairman Jay Powell in testimony on Tuesday that the US economy is 
rebounding more quickly than expected but more needs to be done to correct imbalances in 
unemployment and other inequities.
Powell said that he expects US unemployment to continue declining from February’s rate of 6.2 
percent and projected a 6.5 percent expansion of the economy.
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Biden Appoints VP Harris to Lead Efforts With Mexico to Stem Flow of Migrants

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden on Wednesday said he appointed 
Vice President Kama la Harris to lead efforts with Mexico in stemming the flow of migrants from 
that country.
"She's going to... to lead our efforts with Mexico and the Northern triangle and the countries that 
are going to need help in stemming the immigrants flow," Biden told reporters at a White House 
briefing. "I can think of nobody who is better qualified to do this."
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Officer Sicknick Died After Chemical Spray Attack During January 6 Capitol Riot - Reports
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WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Capitol Police officer Brian Sicknick was assaulted 
with a chemical spray that made him stumble away from a critical defense line that rioters broke 
through before storming the US Capitol on January 6, the New York Times reported on 
Wednesday, publishing new videos of the attack that killed the officer,
"The officer, Brian D. Sicknick, who had been guarding the west side of the Capitol, collapsed 
later that day and died the next night," the report said. "Little had been known about what 
happened to Officer Sicknick during the assault, and the previously unpublished videos provide 
new details about when, where and how he was attacked, as well as about the events leading 
up to the encounter."
Two rioters, Julian Elie Khater and George Pierre Tanios, were arrested on March 14 and 
charged with assaulting Sicknick and two other officers with a chemical spray.
The video clips published on Wednesday show Khater observing the tussle between protesters 
and police at the Capitol as tear gas and chemicals fired by the authorities wafted through the 
crowd. The two later huddle just a few yards from the police line.
Federal prosecutors allege that Khater and Tanios were carrying Frontiersman bear spray, 
which is manufactured by Sabre, a company that makes self-defense products including pepper 
spray and stun guns. Though made from the same ingredient, bear spray can be many times 
more powerful than pepper sprays sold for self-defense and is not meant for use on humans.
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Virginia Governor Signs Legislation Abolishing Death Penalty

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Virginia Governor Ralph Northam signed a historic bill 
Wednesday putting an end to the death penalty in the state which has a long history of carrying 
out executions.
"Today, Virginia becomes the first southern state to end this practice. We join 22 other states in 
saying the government will not take a life, the government will no longer execute people," 
Northam said before signing the bill.
Northam said ending the death penalty was the "moral thing to do," but warned criminals that 
they would not face leniency in the state.
"Now, make no mistake if you commit the most serious crime of crimes, you will be punished but 
Virginia can do it without continuing a system that gets it wrong even once and a system that 
doesn’t work the same for everyone who encounters it. Justice and punishment are not always 
the same thing. That is too clearly evident in 400 years of the death penalty in Virginia. So, 
today Virginia takes an important step forward,” he said.
Overall, some 1,400 people have been executed in Virginia since the colonial era. In modern 
times the state is the second on the list of states performing death penalties, following only 
Texas.
The signing of the bill comes amid heightened discussions on the death penalty in the country 
after the US Supreme Court agreed to review a lower court's decision to toss out the death

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/25/2021 10:17:39 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/25/2021 10:17:39 AM

sentence for Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, one of two brothers convicted in the 2013 Boston Marathon 
bombing.
Reacting to the measure, the White House said that Joe Biden has strong concerns over 
whether the death penalty as currently implemented fits with American values. However, during 
his election campaign, Biden promised to try to abolish all federal death sentences.
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New Canadian Sanctions Attempt to Interfere in Russia's Affairs, Doomed to Fail - Embassy

TORONTO, March 24 (Sputnik) - The Russian Embassy in Ottawa on Wednesday slammed 
Canada’s latest round of sanctions against Russia and said such attempts to interfere in the 
country’s internal affairs are doomed to fail.
Earlier in the day, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Marc Garneau imposed sanctions on 
nine senior Russian officials in line with similar measures taken earlier by the United States and 
the European Union over the case of opposition blogger Alexey Navalny.
"\Ne condemn Canada’s imposition of additional anti-Russian sanctions, which are absolutely 
illegitimate from the perspective of international law and meaningless in terms of pressure on 
Russia," the Russian Embassy said in a press release. "Attempts to interfere in our internal 
affairs and impose their distorted and politicized perception of reality are doomed to fail."
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Gun Control Legislation Has No Chance of Passing in US Senate - Republican Lawmaker

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Any efforts by Democrats to pass legislation in Congress 
banning the sale of assault weapons has no chance of being approved in the Senate in the face 
of Republican opposition, Senator Lindsey Graham told a press conference on Wednesday.
"The idea of banning assault weapons I don't think has any chance of being passed in the 
Senate," Graham said.
His comments came after 10 people aged from 20 to 65 including a police officer were killed in a 
mass shooting in a supermarket in Boulder, Colorado on Monday.
Earlier in the day, President Joe Biden had called for bipartisan cooperation to pass such a 
measure but Graham made clear that would not be forthcoming.
Although the Democrats control the Senate that is only through the casting vote of Vice 
President Kama la Harris acting as President Pro Tempore of the chamber. They would need 
around 10 Republican senators to defect to push through such legislation.
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Biden May Take Executive Action to Address Gun Violence in US - White House

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden may take executive action to 
address gun violence in the United States along with his efforts to have congressional legislation 
on the matter, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki told reporters on Wednesday.
"I think he sees it vital to take steps on two tracks... Congressional legislation, as the Vice 
President [Kamala Harris] conveyed this morning, obviously has a more permanent, lasting 
impact. Executive actions are, of course, an important lever that every President has at their 
disposal," Psaki said during a press briefing.
Psaki said the White House has held internal discussions and produced analysis of what 
possible steps can be taken to reduce gun violence.
"That has been ongoing for several weeks even before these two recent tragedies," she said. 
Psaki also said that Biden seeks to tackle the issue of gun access, including by introducing 
pre-purchase background checks as well as to address "root causes" of violence.
"What our focus is on is putting in place common sense measures that will make our community 
safer, make families safer, make kids safer. The majority of the American public supports 
background checks, the majority of the American public does not believe that anyone needs to 
have an assault weapon. So that’s really what our focus is on at this point of time," she added.
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Virginia Governor Signs Legislation Abolishing Death Penalty

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Virginia Governor Ralph Northam signed a historic bill on 
Wednesday putting an end to the death penalty in the state which has a long history of carrying 
out executions.
“Today, Virginia becomes the first southern state to end this practice. We join 22 other states in 
saying the government will not take a life, the government will no longer execute people," 
Northam said before signing the bill.
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Face book Says Took Action Against Hackers in China Targeting Dissidents, Mostly Uyghurs

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Face book has taken action against a group of hackers in 
China who were targeting dissidents, mostly Uyghurs from Xinjiang province, the company's
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head of Cyber Espionage Investigations Mike Dvilyanski and Head of Security Policy Nathaniel 
Gleicher said on Wednesday.
"Today, we're sharing actions we took against a group of hackers in China known in the security 
industry as Earth Empusa or Evil Eye - to disrupt their ability to use their infrastructure to abuse 
our platform, distribute malware and hack people’s accounts across the internet. They targeted 
activists, journalists and dissidents predominantly among Uyghurs from Xinjiang in China 
primarily living abroad in Turkey, Kazakhstan, the United States, Syria, Australia, Canada and 
other countries," Dvilyanski and Gleicher said in a statement.
Face book disrupted the Chinese hackers' operation by blocking malicious domains from being 
shared on its platform, took down the group’s accounts and notified the targeted individuals.
The hackers set up malicious websites that used look-alike domains for popular Uyghur and 
Turkish news sites or they compromised legitimate websites frequently visited by their targets, 
some websites contained malicious javascript code.
Face book said it found that the Chinese firms Beijing Best United Technology Co., Ltd. and 
Dalian 9Rush Technology Co., Ltd. are behind some of the Android malware used by the 
hackers.
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US Federal Court Upholds States Limiting Rights to Carrying Guns in Public - Ruling

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - State governments have the right to limit the right of 
individuals to carry guns in public, requiring them to show urgency or need and be of "high 
moral character," the US Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit found on Wednesday, dismissing 
an action challenging Hawaii's firearm licensing law.
"The en banc court affirmed the district court’s dismissal of an action challenging Hawaii's 
firearm licensing law, Hawaii Revised Statutes § 134-9(a), which requires that residents seeking 
a license to openly carry a firearm in public must demonstrate the urgency or the need to carry a 
firearm, must be of good moral character and must be 'engaged in the protection of life and 
property,"' the court said.
The National Rifle Association (NRA) challenged the ruling claiming that it impacted Right to 
Carry laws currently in effect in the US states of Arkansas, Hawaii, California, Oregon, Arizona 
Washington and Montana.
"This was not an NRA case but we are exploring all options to rectify this," the organization said. 
The ruling was announced two days after ten people were shot dead by an individual in a 
supermarket in Boulder, Colorado.
The Second Amendment to the US Constitution guarantees the right of Americans to keep and 
bear arms.
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Republicans to Block Bill Legalizing 'Dreamers' Until Border Crisis Resolved - US Senator

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Republicans in the US Senate will block any legislation to 
legalize the "Dreamers," illegal immigrants who came to the United States as children, until 
control of the US-Mexico land border is re-established, Senator Lindsey Graham told a press 
conference on \Afednesday.
"\Ne cannot possibly pass any legalization legislation until we gain control of the border," 
Graham said.
No immigration bill could or should be passed if it ran the risk of encouraging even more millions 
of potential illegal immigrants to flood across the US border, Graham explained.
Graham accused President Joe Biden of being "in denial" about the escalating crisis on the 
border and called on the president to visit the region and see the real conditions there for 
himself.
"We are on track for a million people coming to our border. They are not coming to avoid 
detection, they are coming to get caught to expect an immigration bill to get passed in these 
circumstances is just a denial of circumstances you would have multiple millions coming we 
have over a million people waiting for adjudication," he added.
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FBI Declines to Comment on Russian Businessman Prigozhin’s Request

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) on Wednesday 
declined to comment on Russian businessman Yevgeny Prigozhin's request to remove the offer 
for reward that the agency had announced for information leading to his arrest.
"The FBI declines to comment," a Bureau's spokesperson told Sputnik.
In late February, the FBI published a search notice for Russian citizens, including Prigozhin, 
whom the US government accused of meddling in the 2016 US presidential election. The FBI 
also offered a reward of up to $250,000 for information leading to Prigozhin’s arrest.
On Monday, Prigozhin filed a report to the Russian Investigative Committee on being 
persecuted by the FBI.
Prigozhin also sent a letter to FBI Director Christopher Wray accusing the US law enforcement 
agency of trying to fraudulently accuse him in a bid to capture him.
"It is obvious that the FBI distorts the facts and uses fraudulent schemes. It is a funny situation. 
Fraudsters are fraudulently trying to accuse me, a crystal clear person, of fraud. But they do it 
so awkwardly that 'a guilty mind betrays itself,’" Prigozhin said, as cited by the press service for 
his company, Concord, on Wednesday.
According to Prigozhin's letter, the FBI is offering a monetary reward for information about him 
out of despair given that Interpol last year officially recognized the charges against him as 
politically motivated rather than criminal.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/25/2021 10:17:39 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/25/2021 10:17:39 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Tuberculosis Cases Drop 15-20% in the Americas Due to COVID-19 - PAHO

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Tuberculosis cases in Latin America and the Caribbean 
declined by 15-to-20 percent in 2020 compared with the previous year due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) said on Wednesday.
While part of the decline was likely due to the widespread use of face masks and other 
mitigation measures, the main factor appears to be a failure to diagnose tuberculosis infections 
by health systems burdened with the pandemic, PAHO said in a press release.
“Preliminary data received by PAHO indicate that cases went undiagnosed by health services 
last year and that there was continuity in transmission of the infection," the release said.
PAHO added that the reduction in tuberculosis cases jeopardizes progress toward eliminating 
the disease, which is both preventable and curable.
Preventive respiratory protection measures such as the use of face masks could have 
contributed to the decline but corroborating data is not yet available, PAHO said.
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Face book Says Took Action Against Hackers in China Targeting Dissidents, Mostly Uyghurs

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Face book has taken action against a group of hackers in 
China who were targeting dissidents, mostly Uyghurs from Xinjiang province, the company's 
head of Cyber Espionage Investigations Mike Dvilyanski and Head of Security Policy Nathaniel 
Gleicher said on Wednesday.
"Today, we’re sharing actions we took against a group of hackers in China known in the security 
industry as Earth Empusa or Evil Eye - to disrupt their ability to use their infrastructure to abuse 
our platform, distribute malware and hack people’s accounts across the internet. They targeted 
activists, journalists and dissidents predominantly among Uyghurs from Xinjiang in China 
primarily living abroad in Turkey, Kazakhstan, the United States, Syria, Australia, Canada and 
other countries," Dvilyanski and Gleicher said in a statement.
Face book disrupted the Chinese hackers' operation by blocking malicious domains from being 
shared on its platform, took down the group's accounts and notified the targeted individuals.
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Psaki Says Unfamiliar With Claims of Payouts From Moscow Ex-Mayor Wife to Hunter Biden
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WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said on 
Wednesday that she is unfamiliar with a report alleging that President Joe Biden’s son Hunter 
received millions of dollars from the wife of former Moscow Mayor Yurii Luzhkov and questioned 
the evidence behind the report.
"Not familiar with that claim. Doesn't sound like it’s backed up by a lot of evidence. If you have 
evidence or specifics, happy to discuss it further,” Psaki replied to a reporter’s question during a 
daily briefing.
Last September, two Senate committees announced that a Republican-led probe uncovered 
evidence Hunter Biden conducted "millions of dollars" worth of questionable transactions with 
foreign individuals, including Elena Baturina, the wife of the former Mayor Luzhkov.
"I am not familiar with the report at all,” Psaki said.
According to the allegations, in February 2014 Baturina transferred $3.5 million for a 
“Consultancy Agreement” to Rosemont Seneca Thornton, an investment firm co-founded by 
Hunter Biden.
Then US President Donald Trump used the report to accuse his Democratic challenger Joe 
Biden of being sponsored by Russia. Biden then brushed off the allegations as false and having 
all the signs of a Russian disinformation campaign.
Russian President Vladimir Putin at the time refused to comment and denied any knowledge of 
ties between Baturina and the Biden’s.
"It is known that Elena Baturina was doing business or maybe - I do not even know about that - 
is still doing business. Probably, she had numerous business contacts, business ties with her 
foreign partners. Are there Americans on this list? I just don't know anything about that," Putin 
said at the time.
In a recently unclassified report US intelligence agencies accused Russia of attempting to 
interfere in the 2020 presidential election through efforts to “denigrate” Biden. Russia denies 
allegations.
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Thirteen US States Sue Biden Administration Over Ban on New Oil, Gas Leases

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - A lawsuit against the Biden administration by 13 states 
claims President Joe Biden violated US law by banning new oil and gas leases on federally 
owned land and seeks a court order requiring cancelled leasing auctions to proceed as 
originally scheduled.
"The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act and Mineral Leasing Act set out specific statutory duties 
requiring executive agencies to further the expeditious and safe development of the abundant 
energy resources on public lands and the Outer Continental Shelf," the lawsuit filed in federal 
court in the US state of Louisiana said.
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The 70-year-old law directs the US Interior Secretary to make the continental shelf "available for 
expeditious and orderly development, subject to environmental safeguards, in a manner which 
is consistent with the maintenance of competition and other national needs," the lawsuit said.
In January, one of Biden’s first acts as president was to issue an executive order imposing a 
moratorium on all oil and natural gas leasing activities on public lands and offshore waters.
While Biden cited the need to reduce US reliance on fossil fuels to combat climate change, the 
lawsuit claims the order robs states of leasing fees, jobs and represents the "single-largest 
divestment of revenue for environmental protection projects in American history."
The lawsuit seeks an injunction prohibiting the Interior Department and from enforcing the 
moratorium and court order requiring the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) and 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to proceed with scheduled lease auctions canceled by the 
executive order. Both agencies are part of the Interior Department.
The states of Louisiana, Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah and West Virginia, most of which are net producers of 
energy, filed the lawsuit. Named as defendants were more than a dozen US officials including 
Biden and Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, as well as executives in BLM and BOEM.
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Lawyer Admits Laundering Over $1,1Mln Through Hong Kong Shell Company - US Justice 
Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - AGerman lawyer has admitted in a federal court in 
Brooklyn to laundering more than $1.1 million that he believed came from a securities fraud plot 
to a shell company he controlled in Hong Kong, the US Department of Justice said in a press 
release on Wednesday,
"Earlier today, at the federal courthouse in Brooklyn, Henning Schwarzkopf, a citizen of 
Germany and an attorney licensed to practice in Germany, pleaded guilty ...to money laundering 
by transferring funds that he believed to be the proceeds of a securities fraud scheme through 
the bank account of a Hong Kong shell company," the release said.
Schwarzkopf, who controlled the Hong Kong shell company himself, was arrested on a criminal 
complaint in October 2020 and faces up to 20 years in prison as well as forfeiture and a fine of 
up to $250,000 when he is sentenced, the release said.
“Schwarzkopf brazenly plotted to launder over $1 million in funds that he believed had been 
stolen from investors trading in the securities markets,” Acting US Attorney Mark Lesko said in 
the release.
Lesko thanked the Hamburg, Germany State Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Hamburg, 
Germany Prosecution Service, and the Monaco Police Department Criminal Division for their 
assistance during the investigation, the release said.
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Some 300 Migrant Children in US Care Facilities Test Positive for Coronavirus - Reports

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - About 300 migrant children currently held in US federal 
care facilities have tested positive for the novel coronavirus, the news website Axios reported on 
Wednesday citing the Department of Health and Human Services sources.
The migrant children infected with the coronavirus are in isolation at the care facilities and only 
account for about 3 percent of the total number of migrant children in US custody, the report 
said.
Since March 2020, 38,932 tests have been conducted on migrants and 2,897 came out positive, 
the report added.
About 11,500 migrant children are presently held in US federal care facilities, according to the 
report.
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Biden Spoke With Boulder Mayor Following Monday’s Mass Shooting - White House

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden held a telephone conversation 
with Boulder Mayor Sam Weaver earlier on Wednesday, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki 
said in a press briefing.
"He [Biden] did speak with the mayor this morning as well and he had spoken with the governor 
[Jared PolisJ yesterday, and we’ll remain in close touch," Psaki said.
Psaki also said that she did not have any update with regard to the possible visit of the US 
president to Boulder.
"As you all know this tragedy only happened just about 36 hours ago and obviously that would 
be done in consultation with local officials who I know are still digesting the events in their 
community working on healing in their community," she said.
On Monday, ten people were killed at a King Soopers supermarket in Boulder. Police arrested 
21-year-old male suspect later identified as Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissaa.
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US Not Ready to End Paycheck Protection Program, Small Business Grants - Yellen
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WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The US economy is not in a position to end government 
protection for employee paychecks or help for small businesses and more support might 
actually be extended, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said on Wednesday.
"The economy is not in a place where small businesses that have been affected are able to 
thrive," Yellen told the Senate Banking Committee when asked whether the US government 
could foresee ending the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and grants for small businesses. 
"As for the PPP, I'm not sure how much money remains in the program but there is some and I 
would be supportive of an extension."
Yellen’s comments came during a second day of testimony by her and Federal Reserve 
Chairman Jerome Powell to brief the US Congress on the Biden administration’s $1.9 trillion 
COVID-19 relief package approved earlier this month.
The package, officially known as the American Rescue Plan, was designed to help immunize 
the entire US adult population from the coronavirus by July, provide personal aid to individuals 
and financial grants to US states and businesses and help the unemployed get back to work. 
Republicans have repeatedly criticized the $1.9 trillion package as wasteful, saying only 9 
percent of the funds are directly related to COVI D-19 relief.
The United States lost more than 21 million jobs between March and April, at the height of 
business lockdowns forced by the coronavirus pandemic measures. About 10 million of those 
jobs have not returned, according to US government data. The US economy shrank 3.5 percent 
in 2020, after a 2.2 percent growth in 2019.
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US V\fership Leaves Black Sea After 2-Day Port Visit in Romania - Navy

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US guided-missile cruiser Monterey has ended a two-day 
port visit in Romania as it participated in the Sea Shield 2021 naval exercise in the Black Sea, 
the US Sixth Fleet said in a release on Wednesday.
"The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Monterey (CG 61) conducted a two day port 
visit in Romania, March 22-23, 2021 as part of their mission to conduct presence operations in 
the Black Sea region and participate in the Romanian-led exercise Sea Shield 2021," the 
release said.
The maritime forces from Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, Japan, Turkey, 
Ukraine and the Netherlands also participated in Sea Shield 2021 exercise, the release said.
The Black Sea is a critical waterway for maritime commerce and stability in Europe and the 
combined operations there strengthen interoperability between NATO allies and partners, the 
release also said.
The Black Sea operations also demonstrate the US Navy’s commitment to peace and security in 
the Sixth Fleet area of responsibility, the release added.
The Russian Defense Ministry said last week that it was monitoring Monterey’s activities upon 
the warship’s entering the Black Sea.
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Myanmar Martial Law in Areas Near Yangon Prompts Exodus of 100,000 Migrants - UN

UNITED NATIONS, March 24 (Sputnik) - The imposition of martial law on neighborhoods near 
the Myanmar capital of Yangon earlier in March prompted the exodus of 100,000 residents, who 
returned to their homes in Rakhine State and other distressed areas, United Nations 
spokesman Farhan Haq said on Wednesday.
"Following the imposition of martial law on 15th of March, IOM [International Organization for 
Migration] estimates that approximately 100,000 migrants have returned to their to their 
communities of origin, mainly Rakhine State and [other regions] in search of safety and 
security," Haq told reporters during the daily UN briefing .
Haq warned of a humanitarian crisis because as migrants return to communities already in 
distress due to the military takeover of Myanmar, the suspension of services and scarcity of 
food. In addition, many migrants forced to flee rapidly used up limited savings leaving them 
without adequate food and water.
In August 2017, a deadly crackdown by Myanmar's security forces on Rohingya Muslims mainly 
in Rakhine State sent hundreds of thousands fleeing across the border into Bangladesh.
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US to Work With Niger Govt, to Fight Extremism Following Terror Attacks - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The United States condemns the recent terrorist attacks in 
Niger and is set to work with the country’s authorities to combat extremism there, US State 
Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday.
"The United States strongly condemns the horrific terrorist attacks in Niger, the most recent of 
which tragically killed 137 civilians on March 21 in the Tahoua region," Price said in a statement. 
"We are deeply concerned by the increasing violence against civilians and call for those 
responsible to be held accountable to the full extent of the law."
Price said the United States remains committed to working with the government and security 
forces of Niger to counter violent extremism and ensure security and prosperity for all Nigeriens. 
On Sunday, armed assailants on motorbikes attacked the villages of Intazayane, Bakorat and 
Wirsnat in Niger’s Tahoua region killing at least 137 people, the United Nations Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) reported.
UNCHR estimates that Niger’s Tahoua and Tillaberi regions, bordering on Burkina Faso and 
Mali, are currently hosting about 204,000 refugees and internally displaced people.
Last May, armed groups assassinated refugee leaders and destroyed the water supply for the 
displaced population.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/25/2021 10:17:39 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/25/2021 10:17:39 AM

Niger's government has declared a three-day national mourning starting on March 23.
Niger is located in the region of Sahel, notorious for terrorist activity and illegal migration, and 
has been enmeshed in a serious security crisis over Islamic insurgency and related jihadist 
activities.
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Blinken, Baltic Countries Counterparts Discuss Situation in Russia, Belarus - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken discussed with his 
counterparts from Estonia, Latvia and Lihuania - Eva-Maria Liimets, Edgars Rinkevics and 
Gabrielius Landsbergis - the situation in Russia and Belarus, State Department spokesman Ned 
Price said on Wednesday.
“They discussed the situations in Belarus and Russia, as well as China’s challenges to the 
international system, which require our continued partnership to advance peace, prosperity and 
shared values,” Price said.
Blinken welcomed Baltic countries commitment to revitalize NATO and praised their 
contributions to the alliance, Price added.
The officials from the four countries met after the NATO Ministerial meeting in Brussels,
Belgium.
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Biden to Announce Allocation of $81 Bln for Safe School Reopening - White House

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden will announce later on Wednesday 
that $81 billion have been allocated to facilitate the safe reopening of schools this spring, White 
House Senior Adviser on the COVID-19 response Andy Slavitt said during a briefing on 
Wednesday.
"President Biden will announce than $81 Bln in American Rescue Plan Funds will be made 
available to all 50 states, [Washington,] DC and Puerto Rico to support their efforts to safely 
return to in-person instruction as expeditiously as possible this spring and meet the needs of all 
students," Slavitt said.
The Biden administration considers school reopening among its top priorities as it has set the 
goal to return children to schools in the first hundred days since President Joe Biden was 
inaugurated, Slavitt noted.
Slavitt said this week alone 27 million coronavirus vaccine doses will be distributed across the 
United States, two thirds of which will go to the states and jurisdictions and the rest to the 
pharmacy program.
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A total of 84 million people have been vaccinated with at least one dose of the available 
vaccines and 45 million people have been fully vaccinated, he added.
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Canada Sanctions 9 Senior Russian Officials Over Navalny Case - Global Affairs

TORONTO, March 24 (Sputnik) - Canada has imposed sanctions on nine senior Russian 
officials in line with similar measures taken earlier by the United States and the European Union 
over the case of opposition blogger Alexey Navalny, Global Affairs Canada said on \Afednesday. 
"Marc Garneau, Minister of Foreign Affairs, today announced new sanctions against 9 Russian 
officials under the Special Economic Measures (Russia) Regulations in response to gross and 
systematic violations of human rights in Russia,” Global Affairs Canada said in a statement.
The measures being introduced are in line with those taken earlier by the United States and the 
European Union, the statement noted.
Canada’s Foreign Ministry said it “stands with the people of Russia” and will continue to work 
with allies in a coordinated manner to condemn alleged human rights violations in the country. 
Responding to Ottawa’s announcement, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told Sputnik that 
Canada’s sanctions are not legal and that retaliation from Moscow is forthcoming.
Navalny is currently serving a two-and-a-half-year jail term for repeatedly violating the terms of 
his probation. In 2014, Navalny and his brother Oleg were indicted on charges of embezzlement 
in dealings with the Russian subsidiary of French cosmetics company Yves Rocher. At the time, 
Navalny received a three-and-a-half-year suspended sentence, with one of the conditions being 
that he check in with the police in person at least twice a month.
In 2019, the European Court of Human Rights ruled that Navalny's house arrest breached 
several provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights but declined to recognize the 
case as politically motivated.
The Russian Foreign Ministry previously advised foreign politicians commenting on the Navalny 
situation to respect international law as well as pay attention to issues in their countries.
Canada sanctioned First Deputy Chief of Staff of the Presidential Executive Office Sergei 
Kiriyenko, Presidential Policy Directorate Chief Andrei Yarin, Federal Security Service Director 
Aleksandr Bortnikov, Prosecutor General Igor Krasnov, National Guard chief Viktor Zolotov, 
Federal Penitentiary Service head Alexander Kalashnikov, Presidential Envoy of the Siberian 
Federal District Sergei Menyaylo, Deputy Ministers of Defense Aleksey Krivoruchko and Pavel 
Popov.
On Monday, Canada, in coordination with the United States and the United Kingdom, leveled 
similar sanctions against four Chinese officials and one entity over claims of human rights 
abuses in Xinjiang province.
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NATO Must Ensure Strategic Nuclear Deterrent Remains ‘Safe, Effective’ - Blinken

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - NATO must ensure that its nuclear deterrent remains 
effective while taking steps to reduce the role of nuclear weapons, US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said on Wednesday.
"We must ensure that our strategic nuclear deterrent remains safe, secure and effective, 
particularly in light of Russia's modernization,” Blinken said in his address to NATO in Brussels. 
The US secretary of state also said that allies and partners should take steps to modernize 
alliances.
"That begins on improving our military capabilities and readiness to ensure that we maintain a 
strong and credible military deterrent,” he said.
Blinken also called on allies and partners to keep their undertaken commitments for the 
purposes of common defense.
“That is critical even as countries take steps to reduce further the role of nuclear weapons in 
national security,” he said.
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US Announces $20Mln in Grants to Fight Targeted Violence, Terrorism - Homeland Security

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The US government has allocated $20 million in grants via 
a program designed to fight targeted violence and terrorism in the United States, the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced in a release on Wednesday.
"Today the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is making $20 million available through the 
Targeted Violence and Terrorism Prevention (TVTP) Grant Program to help communities across 
our country develop innovative capabilities to combat terrorism and targeted violence,” the 
release said.
The DHS pointed out in the release that Congress agreed earlier to increase funding for this 
purpose goal from $10 to $20 million.
"This investment in local communities will help our partners develop sustainable capabilities to 
address an evolving threat environment, including by preventing attacks and online 
radicalization," Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said in the release referring to 
state, local and tribal governments.
Prevention of domestic violent extremism, targeted violence and challenging online violence 
mobilization are among the four priorities set up by the TVTP program for 2021, the release 
said.
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Canada Sanctions 9 Senior Russian Officials Over Navalny Case - Global Affairs
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TORONTO, March 24 (Sputnik) - Canada has imposed sanctions on nine senior Russian 
officials in line with similar measures taken earlier by the United States and the European Union 
over the case of opposition blogger Alexey Navalny, Global Affairs Canada said on \Afednesday, 
"Marc Garneau, Minister of Foreign Affairs, today announced new sanctions against 9 Russian 
officials under the Special Economic Measures (Russia) Regulations in response to gross and 
systematic violations of human rights in Russia,” Global Affairs Canada said in a statement.
The measures being introduced are in line with those taken earlier by the United States and the 
European Union, the statement added.
Those targeted by the Canadian sanctions are First Deputy Chief of Staff of the Presidential 
Executive Office Sergei Kiriyenko, Presidential Policy Directorate Chief Andrei Yarin, Federal 
Security Service (FSB) Director Aleksandr Bortnikov, Prosecutor General Igor Krasnov, National 
Guard chief Viktor Zolotov, Federal Penitentiary Service head Alexander Kalashnikov, 
Presidential Envoy of the Siberian Federal District Sergei Menyaylo, Deputy Ministers of 
Defense Aleksey Krivoruchko and Deputy Minister of Defense Pavel Popov.
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Senior US Officials to Visit Migrant Camp in Texas, Allow Media Inside - White House

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - Senior Biden administration officials and members of 
Congress will visit a migrant-holding facility at the United States border with Mexico later on 
Wednesday and allow the media to access facilities for migrant refugees, the White House said. 
"On Wednesday March 24, a delegation of Members of Congress and White House officials will 
travel to visit the Office of Refugee Resettlement Carrizo Springs Influx Care Facility,” the White 
House said.
The White House also said the Biden administration will work to provide media with access and 
visibility at the departments of Homeland Security (DHS) and Health and Human Services 
(HHS) facilities for migrants as well as fulfill requests from members of Congress to access to 
them.
The United States is experiencing the greatest influx of undocumented migrants in the past 20 
years with reports of at least 15,000 unaccompanied children placed in US custody, and 5,000 
of them held at Customs and Border Protection (CBP) facilities not designed for long-term 
housing.
Republicans and some media outlets have called the situation concerning the influx of migrants 
“border crisis" and have criticized the Biden administration for not allowing the media access to 
migrant facilities to report on the issue.
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Blinken in Speech to NATO Accuses Russia of Disinformation, Eroding Trust in Vaccines

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken during his speech 
at the NATO headquarters in Brussels accused Russia of engaging in disinformation campaigns 
to erode confidence in elections and undermine trust in vaccines,
"The second category is non-military threats from many of the same countries - the 
technological, economic and informational tactics that threaten our security,” Blinken said. 
"These include the use of disinformation campaigns and weaponized corruption to fuel distrust 
on our democracies, and cyber attacks that target our critical infrastructure and steal intellectual 
property - from China's blatant economic coercion of Australia to Russia's use of disinformation 
to erode confidence in elections and in safe effective vaccines.”
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US Navy Renews Radar Contract to Track Border Terror, Drug Activities - Raytheon

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The US Navy has approved a new $146 million contract to 
continue using long range surveillance radars to track suspected terrorist and narcotics gangs 
operating in waters of the United States, the Raytheon Company announced in a press release 
on Wednesday.
"Raytheon Intelligence & Space, a Raytheon Technologies business will continue operating and 
maintaining the US government's Relocatable Over-the-Horizon Radar (ROTHR) system under 
a $146 million, five-year contract," the release said.
Originally developed to track long-range targets for aircraft and ships, ROTHR is now the 
primary detection system for border security and drug smuggling interdiction for the Joint 
Interagency Task Force South, Raytheon said.
In 2020, ROTHR contributed to the seizure of 26 metric tons of cocaine from drug smugglers 
trying to cross into US territory, it added.
The contract covers operations and maintenance at six ROTHR locations in Puerto Rico, Texas 
and Virginia. Each radar provides more than 2.5 million square miles of coverage area, resulting 
in extremely low operational costs, according to the release.
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Central American Adults Wishing to Migrate to US Total 42 Million - Gallup

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - An estimated 42 million adults in 33 Central American and 
Caribbean nations want to migrate to the United States, Gallup Chief Executive Jim Clifton said 
in a summary of multiple polls by his organization on Wednesday,
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"Roughly 450 million adults live in the region. Gallup asked them if they would like to move to 
another country permanently if they could," Clifton said in a press release. "A whopping 27 
percent said ‘yes.’"
This means roughly 120 million would like to migrate somewhere, Clifton said.
Of those who want to leave their country permanently, 35 percent - or 42 million - said they want 
to go to the United States, Clifton added.
US border officials reported more than 100,000 migrants attempted to cross the southern border 
in February, a surge widely attributed to Biden administration reversal of limits imposed by the 
Trump administration following a similar surge in 2019.
In addition to finding a solution for migrants currently at the border, Clifton called on the US 
government to draft a ten-year immigration strategy as a possible step to limit irregular 
migration.
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Blinken Says Diplomacy on Afghanistan Going Forward After ‘Productive’ Meeting in Moscow

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said on 
Wednesday that diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict Afghanistan are progressing after the 
recent "very productive" summit in Moscow.
"Diplomacy on Afghanistan has been moving forward even as we’ve been reviewing the 
question of the May 1 deadline," Blinken said, referring to the deadline for withdrawing US 
forces from the country. "\Afe saw, I think, a very productive meeting in Moscow with the 
so-called Troika+1 - Russia, China, Pakistan and the United States."
The United States had committed under an agreement that the previous Trump administration 
reached with the Taliban movement that it will withdraw US troops from Afghanistan by May 1. 
When asked by a reporter whether the United States would meet the May 1 deadline for 
withdrawing US troops, Blinken declined to answer.
"We have this review underway," Blinken said, referring to the Biden administration's ongoing 
review of the US policy in Afghanistan.
Blinken also said that any decisions by the United States on the matter would be taken in 
coordination with its NATO allies.
"We went in together, we adjusted together, and when the time is right, we will leave together," 
he said.
Blinken said it was vital for the Afghan parties to accelerate their efforts at finding a peaceful 
resolution to the conflict, reduce violence and reject the reestablishment of an Islamic emirate in 
Afghanistan.
"We are also tracking a meeting to be hosted by Turkey in the coming weeks that would bring 
together the leadership of the Afghan government and the Taliban again in an effort to advance 
on diplomacy and to advance toward some kind of agreement for a peaceful political resolution 
of the conflict," he said.
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On March 18, the Moscow-sponsored meeting brought together the so-called extended Troika, 
the Afghan political parties and the Taliban. In the joint statement after the talks, the major 
foreign stakeholders urged the Afghan warring sides to reduce violence and immediately 
engage in discussions on fundamental issues to resolve the conflict.
Earlier in the month, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu announced that his country 
would hold the conference on Afghanistan in Istanbul in April.
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US to Draft New Rules for Food Aid to Jobless Adults - Agriculture Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - New rules will end a Trump administration effort to limit 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) for adults by allowing US states to 
extend eligibility to long-term unemployed adults, the Department of Agriculture said on
Wednesday.
“USDA plans to publish a notice in the Federal Register to confirm its return to long-standing 
regulations that existed prior to the publishing of this rule," the Agriculture Department said in a 
press release.
A court order earlier this month upheld a Biden administration decision to scrap a three-month 
limit imposed in the previous administration for unemployed adults without dependents to 
receive SNAP benefits, commonly known as "food stamps.”
"Groups with typically higher unemployment, including rural Americans, Black, Indigenous, 
Hispanic and People of Color, and those with less than a high school education would have 
been disproportionally harmed by this cruel policy," Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said in the 
release.
The vacated rule would have prevented states’ from seeking waivers of the 3-month time limit. 
The time constraints are currently suspended due to the coronavirus pandemic, the release 
said.
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US to Engage With European Allies to Counter China’s Aggressive’ Actions - Blinken

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The Unites States will continue working with and its 
European allies to counter China’s "aggressive and coercive" actions, US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken told reporters on Wednesday.
"We will also continue to engage with European counterparts, including members of the 
European parliament, on how to advance our shared economic interests and to counter some of 
China’s aggressive and coercive actions," Blinken said during press briefing in Brussels.
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Blinken also called on the Chinese government to follow through on its commitments on human 
rights as well as on other issues of concern. China has failed to uphold these commitments in 
the past, he said.
"We are looking very much forward actually having close consultations between the United 
States and the EU on China," Blinken added.
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Lasting Reform of US Gun Laws Requires Congress to Act - Vice President Harris

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) ~ Efforts to tighten limits on US gun ownership following a 
series of deadly mass shootings will require Congress to act, because only a law ~ as opposed 
to executive action by President Joe Biden ~ can provide permanent relief from gun violence, 
Vice President Kama la Harris said in an interview on Wednesday.
“If we really want something that is going to be lasting, we need to pass legislation,” Harris told 
CBS. It is time for Congress to act... There’s no reason why we have assault weapons on the 
streets of a civil society. They are weapons of war they are designed to kill a lot of people 
quickly."
On Monday, a 21-year-old man armed with an AR-15-style handgun opened fire in a grocery 
store in the state of Colorado, killing 10, police said. The suspect, Ahmad Alissa, purchased the 
weapon just six days earlier, according to media reports.
The shooting took place less than a week after a gunman, Robert Long, killed eight people in 
Atlanta in a series of attacks on spas.
The two incidents are among seven mass shootings across the US in the past week.
Past efforts by Congress to pass new gun control measures have stalled in the Senate, where 
Republicans consider firearms restrictions an attack on the Second Amendment to the US 
Constitution, which allows private ownership of guns.
Gun control advocates claim that Biden could impose restrictions with a series of executive 
orders, which could be reversed by future presidents. Opponents could also delay 
implementation of executive actions with lawsuits.
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Blinken Says NATO Allies Had ‘Lengthy Discussion’ on Russia This Morning

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said on 
Wednesday that he and his fellow NATO ministers had a long conversation about Russia in the 
morning.
"We has a lengthy discussion about Russia this morning with our colleagues,” Blinken said in a 
press conference in Brussels. “We all expect our relationship with Russia to remain a challenge
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into the foreseeable future, but it is one that we are prepared for. Ultimately, I think what we can 
hope is to have a relationship with Russia that is at least predictable and stable.”
Blinken said NATO countries would engage with Russia in ways that advance their interests, 
including on arms control agreements, but would remain clear-eyed about the challenges the 
country poses.
"Even as we work with Russia to advance our Interests and advance alliance interests, well 
also work to hold Russia to account for its reckless and adversarial actions. I think we've already 
demonstrated that, particularly with the extension of New START for five years but also with the 
actions we've already taken to hold Russia to account,” he said.
Blinken also stressed that one of the areas where the two countries have a mutual interest is 
strategic stability.
He added that an arms control deal that covers "all of Russia's nuclear weapons systems 
including those that may not be covered by New START" would be "clearly in the interest of the 
United States, in the interest of our allies, and -1 can’t speak for Russia - in Russia’s interest 
too."
The foreign ministers of NATO member states convened on Tuesday for a two-day in-person 
meeting in Brussels - their first in-person meeting since the start of the coronavirus pandemic.
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Blinken Says US, Germany Disagreement on Nord Steam 2 Will Not Stand in Way of Good Ties

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - The disagreement between the United States and 
Germany over Nord Stream 2 will not affect strong bilateral relations, though Washington will 
continue to impose sanctions on the pipeline project, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told 
reporters on Wednesday.
"We have a real disagreement on Nord Stream 2, but we are not going let that stand in the way 
of the work we are doing together on issue after issue that is of direct concern to the citizens of 
both of our countries,” Blinken said during a press briefing in Brussels.
Blinken said that during his meeting on Tuesday with his German counterpart Heiko Maas, he 
reiterated the US warnings that engaging in pipeline could lead to sanctions.
“We will continue to monitor activity to complete the pipeline, and if that activity takes place, we 
will make a determination on the applicability of sanctions," Blinken said.
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Blinken in Talks with Turkish Counterpart Urges Turkey Not to Retain S-400s - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in talks with his 
Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu urged Ankara not to retain the Russian S-400 defense 
system, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday.
"Secretary Blinken urged Turkey not to retain the Russian S-400 air defense system,” Price said 
in a readout of a meeting between the two diplomats.
Blinken and Cavusoglu discussed importance of security cooperation between their countries, 
including in Afghanistan and Syria, Price said. They also discussed ongoing negotiations 
between Turkey and Greece.
The top US diplomat also expressed concerns over Turkey’s withdrawal from the Istanbul 
Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against WDmen and Domestic Violence, 
Price added.
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Blinken Says Diplomacy on Afghanistan Going Forward After ‘Productive’ Meeting in Moscow

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said on 
Wednesday that diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict Afghanistan are progressing after the 
recent Moscow summit, which he called productive.
"Diplomacy on Afghanistan has been moving forward even as we’ve been reviewing the 
question of the May 1 deadline,” Blinken said. “We saw, I think, a very productive meeting in 
Moscow with the so-called Troika+1 - Russia, China, Pakistan and the United States.”
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Blinken Says NATO Allies Had ‘Lengthy Discussion’ on Russia This Morning

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said on 
Wednesday that he and his fellow NATO ministers had a long conversation about Russia in the 
morning.
“We has a lengthy discussion about RISSIAthis morning with our colleagues,” Blinken said in a 
press conference in Brussels. “We all expect our relationship with Russia to remain a challenge 
into the foreseeable future but it’s one that we are prepared for. Ultimately, I think what we can 
hope is to have a relationship with Russia that is at least predictable and stable."
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Blinken to Say in NATO Speech US Will Not Force Allies Into 'Us-or-Them' Choice With China
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WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken will stress in his 
speech to NATO countries that the United States will not push its allies to choose between 
\Afeshington and Beijing, according to the excerpts released by the State Department on 
Wednesday.
"The United States won’t force our allies into an 'us-or-them' choice with China. There’s no 
question that China’s coercive behavior threatens our collective security and prosperity and that 
they are actively working to undercut the rules of the international system and the values we 
and our allies share,” Blinken is set to say. “But that doesn’t mean countries can’t work with 
China where possible. The United States will. Wfe can't afford not to - especially on challenges 
like climate change and health security,”
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Blinken in Talks with Turkish Counterpart Urges Turkey Not to Retain S-400s - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in talks with his 
Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu urged Ankara not to retain the Russian S-400 defense 
system, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday.
"Secretary Blinken urged Turkey not to retain the Russian S-400 air defense system,” Price said 
in a readout of a meeting between the two diplomats.
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