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Doctors Investigate Mysterious Brain Disease Cluster in Canada 
by Mary F.

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease is a degenerative brain disorder that causes personality changes, 
anxiety, depression and memory loss. The disorder, which can occur spontaneously or be 
inherited, can eventually lead to dementia and death.
Officials in Canada are trying to find the cause of a mysterious brain disease, which resembles 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, and has affected more than 40 people in the New Brunswick 
province.
According to a report by Live Science. Canadian officials first alerted doctors in the New 
Brunswick area that they were evaluating 43 cases of an unknown neurological disease. Even 
though the first case was identified back in 2015, there have been a rising number of cases in 
recent years, with 24 cases reported in 2020 and six reported so far this year. Five deaths have 
also been associated with the disease insofar.
Although doctors first speculated the cases were Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, tests conducted so 
far do not show any evidence of the disease. Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease is caused by prions, a 
type of protein that can cause normal proteins in the brain to fold abnormally. Prion diseases, 
which can affect both humans and animals, can sometimes be spread to humans through 
infected meat products.
"There is no evidence, not a hint — even in the three autopsies that have been performed — of 
a human prion disease," Dr. Neil Cashman, a professor at the University of British Columbia, 
told CBC. "That came as a surprise to me, frankly."
Patients with the illness have developed progressively worsening symptoms like unexplained 
pains, spasms, cognitive decline, muscle wasting and chattering teeth. Most of the cases are in 
the Acadian Peninsula in northeast New Brunswick and near Moncton, a city in southeast New 
Brunswick.
Multiple researchers are now racing to identify the cause of the disease, which may be due to a 
novel illness.
Since the cases are localized to a certain region, the disease may be caused by environmental 
toxins, such as B-methylamino-L-alanine (BMAA) and domoic acid, two both toxins that can 
build up in fish and shellfish.
"It's possible ongoing investigations will give us the cause in a week, or it's possible it will give 
us the cause in a year," Cashman noted.
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‘Crimes Against Wildlife’: Nearly 200 Baby Tortoises Wrapped in Plastic Seized at Galapagos
Airport
by Mary F.

The Galapagos tortoises are native to several Galapagos Islands, a volcanic archipelago in the 
Pacific Ocean that lies about 1,000 kilometers off Ecuador’s coast. The Galapagos Islands are 
considered one of the best destinations for wildlife-viewing.
Over the weekend, employees at a Galapagos Island airport found a suitcase filled with 185 
giant tortoises, all younger than three months old, wrapped in plastic.
According to a statement by the airport, the tortoises were found during a routine luggage 
inspection at Seymour Airport on Baltra Island on Sunday, after “irregularities” were noticed 
during an X-ray scan of the suitcase.
The tortoises were destined to Guayaquil in mainland Ecuador. At least 10 of the tortoises were 
found dead. Another five died one day later.
The remaining tortoises are currently undergoing veterinary reviews, USA Today reported.
The individuals who checked in the suitcase have been held for questioning, while at least one 
Ecuadorian police officer has been arrested.
In a statement on Twitter on Sunday, Marcelo Mata, Ecuador’s environment minister, said that 
he rejects "these crimes against wildlife and the natural heritage of Ecuadorians."
Galapagos tortoises can live over 100 years. According to the World Wildlife Fund, they are 
considered to be a vulnerable species and have been protected by the Ecuadorian government 
since 1970.
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China Responsible for Half of Coal-Fired Electricity in 2020 - Report 
by Marv F.

Coal plays an integral role in electricity generation worldwide, with coal-fired power plants 
responsible for around 37% of global electricity, according to data from the International Energy 
Agency. However, the burning of coal is also responsible for about 72% of greenhouse gas 
emissions from the electricity industry.
A new report released Monday by the British research group Ember found that China accounted 
for 53% of coal-powered electricity worldwide, making it the only G20 member to have seen a 
substantial increase in coal generation last year.
Specifically, the report found that China’s coal generation increased by 1.6% in 2020.
“Globally, coal generation had its biggest fall on record, leaving China with an increasing share 
of global coal generation: up from 44% in 2015 to 53% in 2020,” the report notes.
The study also found that electricity demand in China increased by more than 1,880 
terawatt-hours between 2015 and 2020, which is greater than the total electricity generated in 
India in 2020.
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However, the report also noted that China has made comparable progress in transitioning to a 
low-carbon electricity future since 2015, with wind and solar energy now responsible for 
supplying almost a sixth of China’s electricity, which is analogous to the world average.
“More significant progress has been made in other G20 countries, especially in Germany and 
the United Kingdom, which achieved over 10% market share gains for wind and solar,” the 
report also noted.
China, the world’s top emitter of greenhouse gases, has promised to achieve net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2060.
“The transition towards a low-carbon electricity system is a mainstay of China’s bid to become 
carbon neutral by the mid-century. Making the country’s growth of electricity demand more 
sustainable is critical for facilitating this transition,” Ember senior electricity policy analyst Muyi 
Yang said in a statement.
“For this, China needs to drive electricity consumption to be more efficient, to further promote 
high-quality economic growth, and to deepen electricity pricing reform, aimed at making 
electricity prices more cost-reflective,” he added.
Chinese President Xi Jinping, along with 39 other leaders, are expected to attend the US 
climate summit in late April to discuss cutting greenhouse gas emissions.
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‘Infinite Game’: US Army White Paper Reveals Plans for New Field of ‘Narrative Competition’
US Army
by Morgan Artvukhina

The US State Department last year unveiled a multi-decade plan for a struggle against China at 
home and abroad similar to the US approach to the Soviet Union at the start of the Cold War. 
Other declassified documents have shown that while they publicly deny it, in private, US officials 
see it as another struggle between capitalism and socialism.
In great power competition with Russia and China, the US Army is going to be asked to pull a 
larger weight than in past conflicts. According to a new white paper, the service will have a 
“critical” role in cultivating support and dependency on the US by its regional partners and keep 
them away from Chinese or Russian influence.
The new document, which was viewed by Defense News, essentially breaks down the 
“competition” part of “great power competition” by acknowledging that it takes place in many 
spheres beyond that of armed military conflict, including the “soft power” areas of reputation, 
disaster relief, and economic exchange. The term “great power competition” was first applied to 
the US’ present geo-political situation vis-a-vis Russia and China in the 2017 White House 
National Security Strategy, expressing fears that China’s rise could eclipse the US and that 
Beijing would behave toward other nations as Washington has.
The paper, authored by Army Chief of Staff Gen. James McConville, refers to this expanded 
competition as “an infinite game,” calling to mind the “Great Game” euphemism used by
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European empires in the 19th and early 20th centuries for their genocidal colonial wars that 
enveloped the globe as one empire positioned for superiority over the others.
According to Defense News, the white paper is part of a larger shift toward a “multi-domain 
operations” warfighting concept, which breaks down into competition, crisis and conflict phases. 
This is, essentially, a redrawing of the US Army’s roles in a globally coordinated effort between 
other domains, which include seapower, airpower, cyberpower, and the Pentagon’s most recent 
addition, spacepower.
Another white paper published last week on that transformation, which is expected to begin next 
year, explains why the Army is approaching what is now widely accepted as a multi-decade 
struggle against China and Russia in this multifaceted way.
“By 2040, China and Russia will have weaponized all instruments of national power to 
undermine the collective wills of the United States, Allies and partners, while simultaneously 
cultivating their own security partnerships,” the white paper says. “This will lead to an 
unstructured international environment where the line between conflict and peace is blurred. As 
China and Russia continue to modernize their militaries, the Joint Force will find it increasingly 
difficult to deter their illicit and aggressive actions.”
In other words, the US must muster every available tool it has to pull other nations away from 
Russia and China, whether by hook or by crook, by carrot or by stick.
‘Narrative Competition’
According to the new white paper, the Army can play a major role in cultivating a belief in other 
nations that it’s good to be on the US’ side instead of Russia’s or China’s, whether it’s because 
of Washington’s ability to answer a nation’s defense or disaster needs faster and more 
effectively, or simply that their militaries have become so intertwined with those of the US in 
terms of operations.
“A reputation for strength and reliability is a significant competitive benefit that might cause 
adversaries to seek less ambitious objectives or, in some instances, to choose not to compete 
at all and seek cooperation instead,” the document says. “The Army contributes to narrative 
competition by being a lethal, competent, credible force and being recognized as such by key 
audiences among allies and partners as well as adversaries.”
An example given is the “gunboat diplomacy” of US Navy ships calling to port around the globe, 
but the paper also advocates for keeping “forward presence” military bases around the world, so 
that the US can be the first to respond to local disasters with “useful assistance” before aid can 
arrive from afar. And, of course, it enables a quick military force response as well.
Finally, the paper notes the importance of large multinational exercises for building and 
maintaining ties. These include officer exchanges, intelligence-sharing and logistical support, 
among other perks, which it says can help sway a US partner away from China or Russia.
Again, these are more common for the Navy and Air Force, but the white paper sees a major 
role for the Army as well.
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WHO COVID-19 Origins Report Finds Wuhan Lab Leak Conspiracy Theory ‘Extremely Unlikely’
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by Morgan Artvukhina

Since the COVID-19 outbreak began, China and its rivals have been locked in a battle over the 
origins of the virus, with the US in particular pushing a theory that it was a weapon engineered 
in a Wuhan lab. At first, transmission from hunted game seemed likely, but Beijing has also said 
the cold chain could have brought the virus from elsewhere.
The long-anticipated report from a World Health Organization (WHO) mission to China’s Wuhan 
has found that it’s “extremely unlikely” that SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, 
escaped from a research lab. However, it also failed to firmly point the finger at animal-to-human 
transmission as well, which until now was the prevailing thesis.
The report delivers few definite answers, except to say that “more timely and comprehensive 
data” is needed in the future. It advised further research into every area of inquiry, but noted the 
theory that SARS-CoV-2 escaped from the Wuhan Virology Lab has the least credibility. The 
scientists also suggested a new research area might be the 7th Military World Games, a huge 
military sports event Wuhan hosted in October 2019, two months before the first cases of the 
virus were detected.
The 12-nation team, which included Chinese scientists, also looked at direct zoonotic 
transmission to humans (possible-to-likely), introduction through an intermediate host followed 
by spillover (likely to very likely), and introduction through the cold food chain (possible). As 
Sputnik has previously reported, the lattermost field, which was raised by the Chinese 
government after it was proven that SARS-CoV-2 can survive in a deep freeze for significant 
amounts of time, was widely lambasted in the Western media, which instead pushed the lab 
escape theory, which has never had serious credibility.
Lab Escape Theory
In fact, the lab escape theory emerged from some media figures even before COVID-19 had 
reached a global pandemic phase, and by March 17. 2020. scientists had already sequenced 
the virus’ genome and found it impossible to have been engineered. Then-US President Donald 
Trump revived the conspiracy theory in May as the outbreak spiraled out of control and US 
deaths approached 100,000 people. Figures from his administration have continued to push the 
discredited theory, with former Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Robert 
Redfield making the claim just last week.
The administration of US President Joe Biden, who took office in January, has continued 
Trump’s line of attack, demanding Beijing hand over all its data on COVID-19 origins after the 
WHO team dismissed the lab escape theory last month. Trump’s secretary of state and former 
CIA director, Mike Pompeo, made the same comments just days earlier.
On Monday, WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebrevesus also urged continued 
follow-up on the lab escape thesis, due to the team’s inconclusive results.
Interestingly, the WHO report also failed to zero in on an animal source for the virus. An early 
and prevailing theory since the virus was discovered is that SARS-CoV-2 came from a species 
of bat that had been hunted and sold at the Huanan wet market in Wuhan, much as several 
prior coronaviruses that caused deadly outbreaks have.
“Evidence from surveys and targeted studies so far have shown that the coronaviruses most 
highly related to SARS-CoV-2 are found in bats and pangolins, suggesting that these mammals 
may be the reservoir of the virus that causes COVID-19,” the report notes. “However, neither of
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the viruses identified so far from these mammalian species is sufficiently similar to SARS-CoV-2 
to serve as its direct progenitor. In addition to these findings, the high susceptibility of mink and 
cats to SARS-CoV2 suggests that additional species of animals may act as a potential 
reservoir.”
The team’s animal and environment working group looked at a number of animals, including 
horseshoe bats and pangolins, and examined more than 80,000 wildlife, livestock and poultry 
samples from 31 Chinese provinces; none showed SARS-CoV-2 antibody or nucleic acid either 
before or after the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak in China. However, they did find that the Huanan 
market was highly contaminated, with 73 of 923 environmental samples from the market testing 
positive. That is perhaps unsurprising, since many early human cases came from the market. 
“There is evidence that some domesticated wildlife the products of which were sold in the 
market are susceptible to SARS-CoV, but none of the animal products sampled in the market 
tested positive in this study,” they noted. However, other samples from “upstream suppliers” of 
the market, as well as samples from other markets, did not reveal evidence of the virus 
circulating in animals.
Earlier Date for Outbreak
Their findings have also pushed back the data of the earliest known COVID-19 cases. Citing 
molecular sequence data, which they note “can be considered estimates,” the scientists suggest 
the outbreak might have started as early as late September 2019, but most estimates point to 
sometime between mid-November and mid-December, when the first definitive cases of a 
particularly harsh “flu” were noted in several Wuhan hospitals.
That time frame includes the October 2019 World Military Games, a 109-nation multi-sport 
tournament that Wuhan hosted between October 18 and October 29 of that year. More than 
9,000 athletes participated in the event, with another 230,000 volunteers helping with various 
aspects of staging. While the WHO report noted that "no appreciable signals of clusters of fever 
or severe respiratory disease requiring hospitalization were identified during a review of these 
events," the scientists recommended a deeper review of the records of on-site clinics during the 

games.
On Tuesday, the US and several of its closest allies issued a joint statement calling for 
“transparent and independent analysis and evaluation, free from interference and undue 
influence,” claiming the study was “significantly delayed and lacked access to complete, original 
data and samples.”
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UN Probe Finds French Airstrike in Mali Killed 19 Civilians in January, Contradicting Paris’ 
Claims
by Mcir^anjArtyukhjna
France’s seven-year-long counter-terrorism mission in several of its former African colonies has 
been denounced as the country’s “forever war” and “neo-colonialism,” and as civilian deaths 
continue to mount, it is becoming increasingly unpopular both at home and abroad.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31/2021 8:50:58 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31/2021 8:50:58 AM

In a report issued on Tuesday, United Nations investigators found that a January airstrike in Mali 
that the French government claimed only killed terrorists had actually killed almost exclusively 
civilians.
The January 3 attack on the village of Bounti by French military aircraft wasn’t a strike on a 
terrorist group, as Paris claimed at the time, but actually a massacre of wedding attendees. The 
United Nations Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) reported it had interviewed more than 400 people, 
including at least 115 face-to-face individual sessions, since the strike and confirmed the 
startling truth.
According to MINUSMA. about 100 people had traveled to the village from several surrounding 
hamlets to participate in the wedding, which had been planned for months.
“There were five armed individuals among them, presumed members of Katiba Serma,” the 
MINUSMA report noted, referring to a militia group rumored to be affiliated with al-Qaeda. Two 
of the men left before the strike happened, and the remaining three were killed. However, so 
were 19 other people.
In the immediate aftermath of the attack, reports emerged citing locals that a helicopter had 
strafed the wedding. The next day, the French Defense Ministry released a statement saying 
that 40 men from an “armed terrorist group” had been killed at the site, but it was by two Mirage 
2000 fighter jets guided by an MQ-9 Reaper drone, not a helicopter.
In an interview with France Inter on January 10, French Defense Minister Florence Parly totally 
rejected the alternate claims, saying there had been “no wedding, no women, no children” at the 
site, that “there were men and exclusively men.”
MINUSMA immediately opened a probe into the incident, as did Human Rights Watch, and on 
January 21 HRW issued its own report finding that 19 civilians had been killed - the same 
number MINUSMA reported on Tuesday.
‘Numerous Reservations’About UN Report
The French Foreign Ministry has totally rejected the UN report, and in a Tuesday reply accused 
the investigators of being bamboozled. The ministry said it had used a “robust targeting 
process” for the strike and said it had “numerous reservations about the methodology used” by 
MINUSMA.
“The only concrete sources on which this report is based are local testimonies. They are never 
transcribed, the identity of the witnesses is never specified, nor the conditions in which the 
testimonies were gathered,” it said. “It is therefore impossible to distinguish credible sources 
from false testimonies by possible terrorist sympathisers or individuals under the influence 
[including threats] from jihadist groups.”
However, the ministry’s January 5 statement acknowledged the target had only been acquired 
about 90 minutes before the strike and was based on the Reaper drone having detected two 
people riding a motorcycle.
France’s ‘Forever War’
France’s Operation Barkhane, a War on Terror-style operation ranging across several countries 
in Africa’s Sahel region, has aroused considerable opposition among the populations of many of 
the countries affected, all of which are former French colonies. More than 5,000 troops have 
been deployed since 2014, having been sent to quell a rebellion in northern Mali sparked by the 
collapse of the Libyan state, which was caused by a NATO-backed uprising that France strongly 
supported.
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Now, the operation has expanded across five African nations and seen Swedish, Estonian, and 
British forces join the French, and critics have labeled it France’s “forever war,” akin to the US 
war in Afghanistan.
A poll published by the French Institute of Public Opinion (IFOP) in January found that 51% of 
the French public opposes the Sahel war. A protest movement has emerged in Mali called 
“Yerewolo [“the worthy sons”] Standing on the Ramparts,” calling for the French to exit Mali. 
Over the weekend, French troops were accused of a different civilian massacre in Mali as well. 
French forces had claimed to have killed several terrorists in the Gao region, but local officials 
told Reuters the strike had killed six teenagers who were hunting birds.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Oops, I Did It Again: Biden’s Pup Major Involved in Second Biting Incident 
by Gabv Arancibia

Previously, US President Joe Biden’s two dogs, Champ and Major, stole headlines when the 
pair appeared to be purposefully shipped back to the family compound in Delaware after Major 
nipped at a Secret Service agent. At the time, officials tossed up the incident to Major being 
startled by someone he did not know.
Newly surfaced reports have indicated that Major Biden is back in the doghouse after he was 
involved in a second biting incident. This time, an employee with the US National Park Service 
(NPS) was the injured party.
The incident took place on the White House’s South Lawn Monday afternoon while the NPS 
employee was working the grounds. Michael LaRosa, press secretary to first lady Jill Biden, 
confirmed the incident to CNN and wrote it off as a “nipping.”
"Yes, Major nipped someone on a walk,” LaRosa told the outlet, adding that “out of an 
abundance of caution, the individual was seen by [a White House medical unit], and then 
returned to work without injury."
LaRosa went on to explain that the three-year-old German shepherd was still "adjusting" to his 
"new surroundings" at the presidential residence.
It’s unclear when exactly the incident occurred, but an image shared on social media by Reuters 
correspondent Jeff Mason shows Major sporting a leash and being walked on the grounds 
shortly past 5 p.m. local time.
As reports of the Tuesday incident made the rounds on social media, netizens were quick to 
offer their reactions.
The latest incident came a few days after both first dogs made their grand return to the White 
House following the initial nipping encounter that featured an unidentified Secret Service agent. 
At the time, LaRosa confirmed that Major had undergone additional training sessions in order to 
help him acclimate to his new surroundings.
Biden previously defended Major in an interview with ABC’s George Stephanopoulos, saying he 
is a “sweet dog” who was simply startled by an individual who was unknown to him. The

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31/2021 8:50:58 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31/2021 8:50:58 AM

president also rejected suggestions that Major and Champ were intentionally sent packing to 
Delaware as punishment.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Police Capture Alleged Mafia Fugitive After Spotting Him in YouTube Cooking Videos 
by Gabv Arancibia

Marc Feren Claude Biart had been wanted by Italian police since 2014 for allegedly trafficking 
cocaine as part of the 'Ndrangheta crime syndicate, a group based out of Italy’s Calabria region. 
The mafia group recently saw hundreds of its suspected members stand trial for a variety of 
offenses, including murder, drug trafficking and extortion.
Law enforcement authorities in Italy recently announced the arrest and detainment of Biart, a 
53-year-old wanted Italian mafia associate who had managed to evade police detection for 
nearly six years while hiding in the Dominican Republic.
Officials successfully took Biart into custody last week in Boca Chica, a municipality in the 
Caribbean nation that is known for its white sand beaches and thriving nightlife. Following the 
arrest, Biart was extradited to Italy, landing in Milan on Monday.
According to Calabria News, the arrest was done in partnership with authorities from Italy, 
Dominican Republic and, of course, Interpol. Biart reportedly spent about five years in the nation 
after briefly hiding out in Costa Rica. He was known to locals simply as “Marc” and is reported to 
have spent the majority of his time away from the public.
While some criminals often get caught by making extravagant purchases, officials revealed they 
managed to close out their yearslong search for Biart after police spotted him in cooking videos 
posted on a YouTube channel.
Although Biart did make an effort to hide his face from the camera’s view, it was ultimately his 
unique body tattoos that caught the attention of the authorities, and led to his subsequent arrest, 
Italian police have stated. It was later determined that he started the channel alongside his wife. 
Officials did not elaborate on the distinctive features of Biart’s body art. His capture was 
considered a massive success for the specialist operation known as the Interpol Cooperation 
Against N’drangheta, which was launched in 2020 to break down the crime syndicate’s global 
network.
Lt. Col. Massimiliano Galasso, an official with police in Calabria, informed NBC News that 
investigators had never ceased in their efforts to track down Biart, underscoring that officials had 
only recently opted to tap open source intelligence in order to try their luck.
Biart’s capture came as officials also apprehended Francesco Pelle, another member of the 
'Ndrangheta who had been on the run after having been convicted of ordering the revenge 
killing of another mobster’s spouse. Pelle skipped out of town in 2019, just before the Italian 
Supreme Court was due to uphold his conviction and life sentence.
The 'Ndrangheta organization has recently come under heavy fire by law enforcement officials, 
as authorities are hoping to shutter the group’s global reach. In January, investigators began the 
trial for approximately 355 suspected mafia members whose charges ranged from drug
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trafficking to extortion and money laundering. Officials anticipate the trial will last for more than 
two years.
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Tick, Tick, Boom - Political Cartoon

Under the Trump administration, relations between the US and Iran reached a new boiling point 
as former US President Donald Trump withdrew from the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, and undertook a “maximum pressure” campaign against Tehran. Although there was 
some hope the incoming Biden White House would ease tensions, they have remained.
New reports detailed on Monday that the Biden administration is considering the possibility of 
presenting Iran with a new diplomatic proposal in a bid to restart talks between the two nations, 
before Tehran turns its attention to its nearing election cycle.
Details of the alleged proposal surfaced after two individuals familiar with the matter made the 
revelation to Politico, explaining that the new scheme will reportedly require Iran to halt some of 
its nuclear activities in exchange for sanctions relief.
As the proposal touches on stipulations already outlined under the 2015 nuclear deal. Shahrokh 
Nazemi, the head of press at Iran’s mission to the United Nations, responded to the report by 
indicating the alleged proposal is unnecessary, and that Washington simply needs to follow the 
nuclear deal.
The yet-to-be released motion is expected to be publicized as soon as sometime this week.
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That Was It?': Virgin Galactic's First 'Spaceship III' Falls Flat With Public 
by Evan Craighead

Virgin Galactic Chief Executive Officer Michael Colglazier issued a statement last month 
promising investors the California-based spaceflight company would be focusing on "completing 
our test flight program" and "expanding our fleet of spaceships and motherships." At the same 
time, the Virgin Group subsidiary saw a net loss of $74 million for Q4.
In a Monday news release to its investors, Virgin Galactic announced that it would be expanding 
its "growing fleet" with the unveiling of its first Spaceship III: the 'VSS Imagine.'
The VSS Imagine comes as the first vehicle from the third generation spaceships, and notably 
features a mirror-like body that "reflects the surrounding environment" and constantly changes 
"color and appearance as it travels from earth to sky to space," the release boasted, noting the 
material provides "thermal protection."
“Today we unveiled our Spaceship III class of vehicles, marking the beginning of the Virgin 
Galactic fleet," Virgin Galactic CEO Colglazier said in a quoted statement.
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"VSS Imagine and Inspire are stunning ships that will take our future astronauts on an incredible 
voyage to space, and their names reflect the aspirational nature of human spaceflight."
The spaceflight company also uploaded a cinematic-style video on social media.
Though viewers were able to get a glimpse at the Spaceship III, many netizens pointed out that 
the video lacked technical information in its narration.
Virgin Group founder Richard Branson also issued a statement on the matter, asserting the VSS 
Imagine "is not just beautiful to look at, but represents Virgin Galactic’s growing fleet of 
spaceships."
"All great achievements, creations and changes start with an idea," he added. "Our hope is for 
all those who travel to space to return with fresh perspectives and new ideas that will bring 
positive change to our planet."
Virgin Galactic, which seeks to pioneer human spaceflight for researchers and private 
individuals, is slated to embark on a new test flight for the second-generation 'VSS Unity' in May.
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'More Censorship': Netizens Theorize Biden Administration Behind YouTube Removing Dislike 
Count
by Evan Craighead

For more than a month, videos uploaded by US President Joe Biden's White House YouTube 
page have received an overwhelming number of dislikes. Biden's inauguration, for example, has 
been viewed over 1 million times on the White House YouTube page and has presently 
amassed more than 97,000 dislikes and 16,000 likes.
YouTube announced early Tuesday morning that it would be removing the public dislike counter 
on certain channels as a "response to creator feedback around well-being and targeted dislike 
campaigns."
It's worth noting that channels already had the option of removing the dislike counter, but the 
action also removed the visible number of likes.
"If you're part of this small experiment, you might spot one of these designs in the coming 
weeks," YouTube tweeted, including an example of the experimental toolbar.
Almost immediately, YouTube content creators and other netizens rejected the removal of a 
feedback tool they consider to be useful.
When asked how users will be able to know the public response to the video, @TeamYouTube 
claimed that the platform will "continue to tune recommendations based on likes and dislikes." 
"Viewer feedback is an important part of YouTube, but we've heard from creators that the 
current experience can negatively impact their wellbeing," @TeamYouTube tweeted. "We also 
know that public dislike counts sometimes motivate targeted campaigns of dislikes on some 
videos."
At the same time, many netizens expressed doubts that it was creators who were behind the 
feedback change.
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Though the White House YouTube page has undoubtedly taken a hit when it comes to the 
like-dislike ratio, the netizens' theory remains unsubstantiated by YouTube or the Biden 
administration.
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US-Mexico Disclosure Policy Disagreements Hindering Anti-Cartel Efforts Amid Migrant Surge - 
Report
by Evan Craighead

Last week, a senior US Border Patrol official told BorderReport that "cartels or transnational 
criminal organizations are taking advantage" of the ongoing migrant surge at the US-Mexico 
border. According to the source, cartels have developed sophisticated systems and "charge 
every single person that comes across the border."
A senior US law enforcement official has revealed to Reuters that "most" of the US authorities 
based at, and around the US-Mexico border have been forced to put their anti-cartel 
investigations on hold due to a new law that requires US law enforcement agents to be reported 
to the Mexican government.
"Most of our most important cases are at a standstill," the unnamed official told the outlet. "If we 
have to report our sources to their foreign ministry, it jeopardizes our sources and methods. The 
system is set up intentionally now so that Mexican law enforcement can’t help us."
Similarly, a senior Mexican military official expressed to Reuters that "without US support - in 
technology and intelligence - it will be more difficult to contain crime."
According to a Mexican official who spoke with the outlet, it is "not that cooperation is now 
paralyzed." Rather, operations should resume when it becomes known which Mexican officials 
will be privy to the sensitive information, the source claimed.
The lack of cooperation against cartels at the US-Mexico border further complicates the ongoing 
migrant crisis from Central America, as cartels have reportedly ramped up efforts to charge 
migrants for access to the US-Mexico border, according to a senior Border Patrol official.
The officials' comments come alongside Texas Governor Greg Abbott's Tuesday issuanceto US 
Vice President Kamala Harris over the "ongoing humanitarian crisis at the [US-Mexico] border." 
Harris was recently selected as the point person for the administration's efforts at the 
US-Mexico border.
Abbott asserted the Biden administration's "open border policies" embolden "and enrich cartels, 
smugglers, and human traffickers who continue to ramp up their criminal operations."
On Monday, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki clarified that Harris, who has vet to visit 
the southern border, will be tasked with tackling the "root causes" that are driving migrants out of 
Central America - "not the border."
The vice president notably laughed at a reporter last week, when asked about a possible trip to 
the US-Mexico border.
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Honduran President’s Brother Sentenced to Life in Prison Over Massive Drug Trafficking 
Scheme

Tony Hernandez is a former member of the National Congress of Honduras, and also happens 
to be the brother of Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez. The former congressional 
lawmaker was arrested in 2018 and convicted in 2019 over conspiracy charges tied to drug 
smuggling and possession of machine guns.
A New York judge sentenced Hernandez to life in prison on Tuesday after he was found guilty of 
being involved in a massive international drug trafficking scheme that saw him traffic over 
185,000 kilograms of cocaine.
Judge P. Kevin Castel, who serves the US District Court for the Southern District of New York, 
remarked in his sentencing that Hernandez’s life sentence was “richly deserved,” as the 
defendant was previously found guilty of having played a central role in the importation of illicit 
drugs.
Castel urged the former congressman to use his time in prison to reflect on his actions, adding 
that “perhaps you can do some good for your family and your country.”
In addition to the life sentence, Hernandez was ordered to forfeit $138.5 million for his hand in 
distributing 185 tons of cocaine. Officials estimated the figure was about the amount he had 
managed to earn through his drug trafficking activities.
Although Hernandez has repeatedly denied he was involved in the trafficking initiative, he was 
convicted in October 2019 on four counts, which include conspiring to import cocaine into the 
United States, using and carrying machine guns, conspiring to use and carry machine guns, and 
making false statements to federal agents. The charges carried a minimum mandatory sentence 
of 40 years.
In a release issued by the US Department of Justice, the agency noted that Hernandez began 
his trafficking career around 2004 by providing “sensitive law enforcement and military 
information” to a pair of Honduran drug traffickers. By the time he was elected to serve in 
Honduras’ congressional body, Hernandez was pulling “large sums of drug proceeds for” 
political campaigns.
Hernandez is reported to have ties to other high profile drug traffickers, including Mexican 
kingpin Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman Loera, who is currently serving a life sentence in a 
maximum security federal prison for drug trafficking, money laundering and murder."
Exploiting a high-ranking position in government to wield the power of the state to support drug 
trafficking is as nefarious as it comes,” Wendy Woolcook, a federal special agent involved in the 
case, noted in a statement accompanying the DoJ release.
“The conviction and sentencing of Tony Hernandez is a reminder there is no position powerful 
enough to shield you from facing justice when you violate US drug laws by sending tons of 
cocaine to our country.”
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“As important as this conviction is to the people of the United States, it is also important to the 
citizens of Honduras who Hernandez purposely put in harm’s way for his own personal gain,” 
she continued.
The Tuesday sentencing comes during a series of related trials including that of Geovanny 
Fuentes Ramirez, an alleged Honduran drug trafficker who has been held on conspiracy 
charges in New York. The Ramirez trial brought the Honduran president into the spotlight in the 
wake of accusations that he sought to invest in a cocaine lab, and allegedly vowed to flood 
drugs into the US.
Prosecutor Jacob Harris Gutwillig alleged during the Ramirez trial that the Honduran leader had 
promised to protect drug traffickers, and even pledged to create a security shield so traffickers 
could “shove drugs up the noses of the gringos.”
While the Honduran president has not been charged to date over the allegations, he has been 
described by prosecutors as a co-conspirator. Over the years, corruption allegations have 
surrounded the elder Hernandez, including accusations of election irregularities in which federal 
prosecutors have sought to prove that he received financial support from drug traffickers in 
exchange for protection.
In early March, the president denied all drug trafficking accusations in a thread on Twitter, 
insisting that the testimonies against him were falsified.
Ahead of his brother’s sentencing, the Honduran commander-in-chief took to Twitter and 
acknowledged that the looming news would be “painful” before reiterating fabrications that the 
main witness in the prosecution’s argument had made false statements.
It has not yet been determined if the defense team will seek to appeal Castel’s sentence.
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Oxford Professors Suggest Scrapping Sheet Music From Courses Over Its Complicity in White 
Supremacy

In a bid to further promote the growing global diversity, it has been reported that the UK’s 
University of Oxford may decide to scrap sheet music, as professors seek to address the matter 
of “white hegemony” across music courses offered by the institution.
Concerned professors inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement believe Oxford University’s 
current curriculum is too complicit in white supremacy, and have recently suggested changes be 
made so that courses can be more focused on broadening musical teachings to students.
Some of the suggested changes include removing sheet music and refocusing classical art 
away from European composers, such as Beethoven and Mozart.
Staff members feel that the historical program is too focused on “white European music from the 
slave period,” and can be considered a “slap in the face” to some students as a result of its 
“connection to its colonial past,” according to internal documents cited by The Telegraph.
The board also wishes to address the use of musical notations, which professors say promote 
“white hegemony,” and can cause “students of color great distress.” Oxford officials have also 
described musical notation as a “colonialist representational system.”

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31/2021 8:50:58 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31/2021 8:50:58 AM

In response to the reports, many netizens online lashed out against efforts and remarks made 
by instructors associated with the university.
The prestigious university, which offers non-Eurocentric music studies ranging from African and 
African Diasporic Musics to more modern day Global Musics, has sought multiple ways to 
reform its campus of damaging colonial references. Earlier this year, Oxford’s All Soul College 
removed Christopher Codrington, a Barbados-born slave owner, from its library name, where his 
memorialized statue still stands.
The University of Oxford is not the only institution to bring about suggestions related to 
progressive changes to historical arts. Recently, works by Dr. Seuss and Dav Pilkey, who 
authored a “Captain Underpants” spin-off book in 2010, have come underfire over racial 
imagery and the promotion of harmful racial stereotypes.
The reformation of Oxford’s curriculum has yet to be finalized, with some faculty members 
arguing it would be unfair to accuse professors who teach music predating 1900 of being 
concerned with music solely composed by white musicians. Additionally, critics believe that 
continued study of the works can add to ongoing debate over the ethnicity of some of the most 
prominent European composers.
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US Department of Education Sued by 33 Students Over LGBTQ Discrimination at Religious 
Colleges

A civil rights law under the Education Amendment of 1972, Title IX, promises equal access to 
education for all students and protects them from discrimination based on sex. A subsection 
under this law has come under recent scrutiny over its exemption of educational institutions 
listed under religious organizations.
Dozens of former and current students from various institutions filed a class-action lawsuit 
against the US Department of Education on Monday over allegations that the religious 
exemption clause is unconstitutional because it violates the due process, as well as equal 
protection rights of LGBTQ students at religious colleges and universities.
The lawsuit was filed in the US District Court in Oregon on behalf of former and current students 
by the Religious Exemption Accountability Project (REAP), an organization that advocates for 
LGBTQ students at federally-funded religious colleges and universities.
With the goal of removing Title IX’s religious exemption clause, the lawsuit demands the 
government prevent such institutions from using tax-payer funds to harm disadvantaged people, 
NBC News reported.
One of the plaintiffs, Daniel Powell, reports that she was expelled from Grace University and 
ordered to repay thousands of dollars in institutional scholarship funds after she came out as 
pansexual, which is prohibited by the school’s honor code.
A former student of Liberty University, Lucas Wilson, alleges in the lawsuit that he received 
conversion therapy while he was an undergraduate from 2008 to 2012, in addition to attending 
classes that taught “the evils of the homosexual lifestyle.”
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In total, 33 former and current students are alleging in the suit that they faced discrimination at 
25 federally-funded Christian colleges and universities across 18 different US states, “where 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity is codified in campus 
policies and openly practiced.”
Paul Southwick, who serves as the director of REAP, argues that the religious exemption “favors 
certain fundamentalist religious organizations, and gives them preferential treatment above all 
other educational institutions.”
Additionally, in the lawsuit, Southwick calls on the examination of the case Bob Jones University 
v United States, where a district court decision prohibited the Internal Revenue Service from 
giving tax-exempt status to private schools engaging in racial discrimination under held religious 
beliefs. The ruling withstands a Supreme Court held decision that limitations on religious liberty 
can be justified by an “overriding governmental interest,’’such as eradicating racial 
discriminaton.
Asked about the development, a spokesperson for the US Department of Education told Forbes 
in a statement that, as part of the Biden administration, it is “fully committed to equal education 
access for all students.” Earlier this month, Biden informed the American public that he intends 
to guarantee an educational environment free from discrimination, including discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.
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RPT: ANALYSIS - US Fears Losing Strategic Foothold in Afghanistan to Check China, Russia

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is reluctant to pull troops from 
Afghanistan before ensuring the Taliban will allow the US to maintain a strategic foothold in the 
country to counter China and Russia, analysts told Sputnik.
Last week, President Joe Biden said - due to tactical reasons - the US would not be able to 
meet the May 1 troop withdrawal deadline that is stipulated in an agreement the Trump 
administration struck with the Taliban last February in Doha.
COUNTERING CHINAAND RUSSIA
The NATO mission still has almost 10,000 troops - including 2,500 Americans - on the ground in 
Afghanistan. On Tuesday, US House Armed Services Committee Chairman Adam Smith said it 
would be "dangerous" to try and pull all those troops out within a few weeks.
Meanwhile, as the US has signaled it will miss the Doha pact deadline, the Taliban have 
threatened to shoot any Americans who are on the ground in Afghanistan after May 1. US 
special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad earlier this month met with Taliban negotiators in what some 
speculated was an attempt to extend the deadline.
"As part of a US strategy to deny Russia and China access to and control over energy markets, 
and to gain US allies on the southern flank of Russia, perhaps the United States is ready to 
work again with the Taliban," former Pentagon analyst and US Air Force Lieutenant Colonel 
Karen Kwiatkowski told Sputnik.
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Delaying the final US military pullout offers an opportunity to put more pressure on the Taliban to 
achieve that goal, Kwiatkowski explained.
"I suspect the delay will allow more of a US negotiating foothold - ostensibly non-military but 
very possibly including military remaining in Afghanistan - with the new Taliban government, 
towards future agreements that satisfy the US agenda," she said.
Historian and political commentator Dan Lazare said many US policymakers remained 
determined to preserve their base in Central Asia offered by Afghanistan in the hope of using it 
to try and destroy the unity of China.
"America will lose a Central Asia outpost from which to influence events in neighboring 
Xinjiang," Lazare told Sputnik. "CIAarmchair strategists are concerned because the 
dismemberment of China remains the ultimate US goal."
COLLAPSE IS NIGH
The US intelligence community, according to media reports last week, warned Biden that 
Afghanistan will fall under the control of the Taliban - and terror groups like al-Qaeda (banned in 
Russia) - if all Western troops leave before a power-sharing deal is reached.
Kwiatkowski said, although the United States had worked for nearly 20 years to create an allied 
government in Afghanistan, the current regime in Kabul headed by Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani would collapse immediately if its US protectors pulled out.
"If a government exists but has no power or impact over territory outside of the capital city, 
perhaps it is already a collapsed government. Certainly it is pre-collapse," she said.
The former Pentagon analyst said Afghan officials who plan to say after the collapse will have 
pledged loyalty to and worked out deals with the insurgents but "on the Taliban's terms."
"The remainder have years ago moved money out of the country and have a workable 'escape' 
plan," she said.
Lazare said corruption is mushrooming thanks to the influx of US economic aid and years of 
military assistance have left Afghan forces in even worse shape than under the Soviets. Yet the 
consequences from a US perspective of a full withdrawal remained alarming, he acknowledged. 
"Imagine the consequences if America does pull out. The Kabul government will collapse just as 
it did in 1992, the Taliban will install a caliphate of some sort in its place, and the Islamic State [a 
terrorist group banned in Russia] - which is no doubt benefiting from heavy funding from the 
Saudis and other Persian Gulf states - will gain power as well," Lazare said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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RPT - Russian Consulate in New York Says Unable to Send Fax to Moscow for Several Months

NEW YORK, March 30 (Sputnik) - The Russian Consulate-General in New York told Sputnik 
that it has been experiencing problems with fax connection for several months impeding the 
diplomats’ ability to send messages to Russia on a daily basis.
"The issue with the fax connection has not been resolved. V\fe are talking about one of our 
official fax lines, which is indicated everywhere in our contact details,” the Consulate-General 
said. “For several months, we have been unable to send fax messages to Russia through this
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line and we need to do so every day. There were times when it was not possible to send a fax to 
Washington either.”
The Consulate-General also said it had conveyed these concerns to the US Department of 
State Office of Foreign Missions in New York.
In mid-January, the Russian Foreign Ministry called on the US government to immediately 
restore telephone and fax connection at the consulate in New York after all of its city telephone 
lines had been disconnected for several days.
The Consulate-General said the US government linked the interruption to "technical problems."
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RPT - Most UN Security Council States ‘Concerned’ by N. Korea’s Missile Tests - Source

UNITED NATIONS, March 30 (Sputnik) - The majority of the member states at the UN Security 
Council expressed concern over North Korea’s recent missile tests and reaffirmed the 
importance of dialogue, a diplomatic source at the Security Council told Sputnik following closed 
consultations on the matter.
“Member states are in majority concerned by the tests,” the source said on Tuesday. “Everybody 
reaffirmed the objective of denuclearization (complete, verifiable, irreversible) and the 
importance of diplomacy and dialogue.”
North Korea has conducted two cruise and ballistic missile tests on March 21 and March 25.
The launches sparked concerns among a number of states that requested closed consultations 
on the matter at the UN Security Council.
Norway, Estonia and Ireland - non-permanent members of the UN Security Council - issued 
statements condemning the launches and called on North Korea to contribute toward 
denuclearization.
"We urge the DPRK [North Korea] government to fully comply with UNSC resolutions, take 
concrete steps towards denuclearization, enter into a meaningful dialogue with the international 
community,” the diplomatic mission of Norway to the United Nations said via Twitter after the 
closed meeting of the Security Council.
On Saturday, North Korean senior official Ri Pyong Choi called the missile tests a right of a 
sovereign state for self-defense over the military threat posed by the United States and South 
Korea.
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ANALYSIS - US Fears Losing Strategic Foothold in Afghanistan to Check China, Russia
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WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is reluctant to pull troops from 
Afghanistan before ensuring the Taliban will allow the US to maintain a strategic foothold in the 
country to counter China and Russia, analysts told Sputnik.
Last week, President Joe Biden said - due to tactical reasons - the US would not be able to 
meet the May 1 troop withdrawal deadline that is stipulated in an agreement the Trump 
administration struck with the Taliban last February in Doha.
COUNTERING CHINAAND RUSSIA
The NATO mission still has almost 10,000 troops - including 2,500 Americans - on the ground in 
Afghanistan. On Tuesday, US House Armed Services Committee Chairman Adam Smith said it 
would be "dangerous" to try and pull all those troops out within a few weeks.
Meanwhile, as the US has signaled it will miss the Doha pact deadline, the Taliban have 
threatened to shoot any Americans who are on the ground in Afghanistan after May 1. US 
special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad earlier this month met with Taliban negotiators in what some 
speculated was an attempt to extend the deadline.
"As part of a US strategy to deny Russia and China access to and control over energy markets, 
and to gain US allies on the southern flank of Russia, perhaps the United States is ready to 
work again with the Taliban," former Pentagon analyst and US Air Force Lieutenant Colonel 
Karen Kwiatkowski told Sputnik.
Delaying the final US military pullout offers an opportunity to put more pressure on the Taliban to 
achieve that goal, Kwiatkowski explained.
"I suspect the delay will allow more of a US negotiating foothold - ostensibly non-military but 
very possibly including military remaining in Afghanistan - with the new Taliban government, 
towards future agreements that satisfy the US agenda," she said.
Historian and political commentator Dan Lazare said many US policymakers remained 
determined to preserve their base in Central Asia offered by Afghanistan in the hope of using it 
to try and destroy the unity of China.
"America will lose a Central Asia outpost from which to influence events in neighboring 
Xinjiang," Lazare told Sputnik. "CIAarmchair strategists are concerned because the 
dismemberment of China remains the ultimate US goal."
COLLAPSE IS NIGH
The US intelligence community, according to media reports last week, warned Biden that 
Afghanistan will fall under the control of the Taliban - and terror groups like al-Qaeda (banned in 
Russia) - if all Western troops leave before a power-sharing deal is reached.
Kwiatkowski said, although the United States had worked for nearly 20 years to create an allied 
government in Afghanistan, the current regime in Kabul headed by Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani would collapse immediately if its US protectors pulled out.
"If a government exists but has no power or impact over territory outside of the capital city, 
perhaps it is already a collapsed government. Certainly it is pre-collapse," she said.
The former Pentagon analyst said Afghan officials who plan to say after the collapse will have 
pledged loyalty to and worked out deals with the insurgents but "on the Taliban's terms."
"The remainder have years ago moved money out of the country and have a workable 'escape' 
plan," she said.
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Lazare said corruption is mushrooming thanks to the influx of US economic aid and years of 
military assistance have left Afghan forces in even worse shape than under the Soviets. Yet the 
consequences from a US perspective of a full withdrawal remained alarming, he acknowledged. 
"Imagine the consequences if America does pull out. The Kabul government will collapse just as 
it did in 1992, the Taliban will install a caliphate of some sort in its place, and the Islamic State [a 
terrorist group banned in Russia] - which is no doubt benefiting from heavy funding from the 
Saudis and other Persian Gulf states - will gain power as well," Lazare said.
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IMF Reaches Staff Agreement to Boost Jordan’s Access to Finances By $200Mln - Statement

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund (IMF) announced that a 
staff agreement has been reached to increase Jordan’s access to funds by $200 million with 
total disbursements to the country expected to reach $1.95 billion by 2024.
"In view of the higher financing needs, staff supports the authorities’ request for an 
augmentation of access under the EFF [Extended Fund Facility] by US$200 million. Total IMF 
disbursements, including the amount drawn under the Rapid Financing Instrument, over 
2020-24 are expected to amount to SDR 1,362.11 million (or around US$1.95 billion)," IMF team 
leader S. Ali Abbas, who concluded virtual discussions with the Jordanian authorities, was 
quoted as saying on Tuesday.
The staff agreement between the IMF and Jordan is subject to approval of the IMF Executive 
Board.
The IMF has praised Jordan for its adherence to the organization’s program and for showing 
significant progress on key reforms.
Robust concessional support from donors, including through provision of vaccines, remains 
crucial for the progress to continue, especially given "the longer tail of the pandemic" and "a 
disproportionate burden" of supporting and hosting 1.3 million refugees from neighboring Syria.
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US Leaving Afghanistan by May 1 Deadline ‘Dangerous’ - House Armed Services Chair

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Trying to keep former President Donald Trump’s May 1 
deadline for a total US military withdrawal from Afghanistan is unrealistic and dangerous, House 
Armed Services Committee Chairman Adam Smith said at virtual panel discussion.
Last week, President Joe Biden said it was unlikely that the US would meet the Doha pact 
deadline due to "tactical reasons." Meanwhile, the Taliban have threatened to shoot any 
Americans who are on the ground in Afghanistan after May 1.
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"It is time for us to get out of Afghanistan [but] to get them out in three and a half weeks is 
unrealistic. It is also downright dangerous," Smith said on Tuesday.
It was not the job of the United States to use the US military to enforce peace and stability on a 
country that did not have it and the US government should get out of the business of indulging 
in such a "fool's errand," Smith, a Democrat said.
"If the Taliban take over [in Afghanistan], we can't solve that problem. We can keep a stalemate 
in place but we cannot stop the Taliban from having a level of influence in the country. There is 
incredible expense and incredible risk in our sticking around," Smith continued.
The real transnational threats that the United States currently faced were more likely to come 
from Syria, from the rest of the Middle East and from Africa than from Afghanistan, Smith said.
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Canada Commits $34.5Mln for Anti-lslamic State Coalition Efforts - Statement

TORONTO, March 30 (Sputnik) - Canada is committing $34.5 million to projects aimed at 
defeating the Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia), Global Affairs Canada said.
"The Honorable Marc Garneau, Minister of Foreign Affairs, today announced more than $43.6 
million in Peace and Stabilization Operations Program funding for 11 projects in Iraq and Syria," 
the Global Affairs Canada said in a statement on Tuesday.
Canada’s top diplomat made the commitment during the foreign ministers meeting of the US-led 
Global Coalition to Defeat the Islamic State Small Group.
Earlier on Tuesday, Canada also allotted $39.2 million in aid for those affected by the ongoing 
conflict in Syria as part of the Brussels V Conference pledging event that was co-chaired by the 
European Union and the United Nations.
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VP Harris, Guatemalan President Discuss Risks of Migrants Traveling to US - White House

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Kamala Harris and Guatemalan 
President Alejandro Giammattei during a phone conversation discussed the high risks migrants 
face if they try to come to America's southern border amid a pandemic, the White House said in 
readout.
The Biden administration has warned against coming to the US southern border, where the 
country is experiencing a record surge in migrant apprehensions.
"They discussed the significant risks to those leaving their homes and making the dangerous 
journey to the United States, especially during a global pandemic. The Vice President updated 
President Giammattei on the United States’ efforts to increase humanitarian assistance to 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador," the release said on Tuesday.
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US Attorney General Launches 30 Day Review of How Best Combat Hate Crimes - Letter

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - US Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a 
memorandum to Justice Department employees that he is launching a 30-day review of the 
department’s practices of fighting hate crimes in order to better investigate and prosecute such 
incidents.
"Today, I am launching a 30-day review to determine how the Department can deploy all the 
tools at its disposal in support of this effort," the memorandum said on Tuesday. "We will persist 
in our effort to investigate and appropriately prosecute those who attack members of our 
communities, set fire to places of worship, or use the Internet to threaten bodily injury to other 
persons."
The review will focus on better practices of hate crimes reporting, prioritization of criminal 
investigations and prosecutions as well as utilization of civil enforcement authorities for acts not 
amounting to the level of hate crimes.
Garland said the recent rise in hate crimes, especially in reports of violence against Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders, requires more efforts to understand the evolving nature and 
extent of hate crimes in all their forms.
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US Orders Departure of Non-Emergency Staff From Myanmar - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The US State Department announced that it ordered the 
departure of its non-emergency staff and their families from Myanmar amid the unrest and 
violence in the country.
"On February 14, the Department authorized the voluntary departure of non-emergency US 
government employees and their family members. On March 30, the Department updated that 
status to ordered departure," the State Department said in a media note.
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US Seeks Extradition of Mexican National Charged With Kidnapping American - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The US government wants a suspected Mexican drug 
trafficker facing charges of kidnapping and holding an American hostage sent to the United 
States for trial in federal court, the Justice Department said in a press release.
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"Luis Raul Castro Valenzuela, aka 'Chacho,' was charged with holding a US citizen, listed in the 
indictment by his/her initials (hereinafter "the victim”), with kidnapping and with hostage taking. 
The three-count indictment also alleged that Castro Valenzuela conspired to distribute heroin 
and fentanyl between March 2017 and November 11,2020,” the release said on Tuesday.
The United States is pursuing the extradition of Castro Valenzuela for trial in federal court in the 
state of Delaware. Mexican authorities have also filed their own charges and allege that he is a 
member of the Sinaloa Cartel, the release said.
In February 2021, Mexican law enforcement officers rescued the victim in good health, arrested 
Castro-Valenzuela during an operation that also seized more than $1 million worth of illegal 
drugs including heroin, fentanyl and methamphetamines, the release said.
Although the US indictment was obtained in November 2020, it remained sealed until the victim 
was rescued and the defendant arrested, the release added.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) -

PUTIN-MERKEL-MACRON TALKS
* Russian President Vladimir Putin, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President 
Emmanuel Macron discussed the escalation of situation in eastern Ukraine and confirmed that 
the Minsk agreements have no alternative, the Kremlin said on Tuesday.
* Putin told Merkel and Macron that Russia stands ready to restore normal interaction with the 
European Union if there is an interest in this, the Kremlin said.
* Putin also told Merkel and Macron of the inadmissibility of interfering in Belarus’ internal 
affairs, the Kremlin said.
* The three leaders discussed the escalation of situation in eastern Ukraine and confirmed that 
the Minsk agreements have no alternative, the Kremlin said.
* The three leaders spoke in favor of preserving and implementing the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) on the Iranian nuclear program, the Kremlin said.

US ANN UAL HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT
* The United States has once again accused Russia of human right violations, the State 
Department said in its annual Country Reports on Human Rights Practices on Tuesday.
* The Ukraine authorities failed to take sufficient steps to prosecute corrupt officials, the US 
State Department said in its report.
* Turkey has allegedly contributed to a number of civilian deaths in its fight against the PKK the 
State Department said.

SUEZ CANAL
* At least three days are necessary to resolve the traffic jam at the Suez Canal after the incident 
with the Ever Given container ship, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Sisi said on Tuesday.
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* First ships passing through the Suez channel from the North, have successfully reached Lake 
Timsah near the Egyptian city of Ismailia, a Sputnik correspondent reported.

ARMENIA POLITICAL CRISIS
* Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan must formally resign in the period April 20 to May 5 
to dissolve the parliament and hold early parliamentary elections scheduled for June 20, 
Pashinyan's chief of staff Arsen Torosyan told Sputnik Armenia.

SYRIA DONOR CONFERENCE
* The United Nations is hoping to gather $10 billion at the Brussels-hosted Syria donor 
conference, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Mark Lowcock said on 
Tuesday.
* The European Union will donate 560 million euros ($657 million) to support the Syrian 
humanitarian efforts in 2022, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs Josep Borrell 
announced.
* The US Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield announced a new 
pledge of over $596 million in humanitarian assistance to Syria.
* Germany announces its largest pledge in the past four years for Syria peace efforts, over $2 
billion, Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said.
* The United Kingdom announced a new pledge of at least $281 million for Syrian humanitarian 
efforts this year, Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said.

SECURITY SITUATION IN MOZAMBIQUE
* Portugal plans to send a team of 60 soldiers to Mozambique to train local troops and prepare 
them for a fight against Islamist groups that took over the town of Palma, Portuguese Foreign 
Minister Augusto Santos Silva said on Tuesday.
* EU countries are discussing the opportunity to send a mission to Mozambique to train local 
military and provide logistic support, Santos Silva said.
* Some 800 people are still missing in Mozambique following a militant attack on Palma town 
last week, the VAMOZ volunteer group told Sputnik.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
* The World Health Organization on Tuesday released its report on a study of the origins of the 
novel coronavirus pandemic following a visit of WHO experts to China’s Wuhan province.
* The United States and 13 other nations have jointly announced their concerns over the recent 
WHO study on the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic because it was late in coming out and 
failed to include complete data and samples, the US Department of State said.
* The coronavirus dynamics in Russia is much better than in other countries, which encourages 
domestic tourism, President Vladimir Putin said.
* The German health authorities decided that starting March 31, AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 
vaccine will be administered only to people over 60 years old, the DPA agency reported on 
Tuesday, citing sources familiar with a ministerial meeting with heads of federal states.
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Russian National Nikitin Pleads Guilty to Evading US Export Regulations - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Russian national Oleg Nikitin has pleaded guilty to 
charges of violating US export regulations, the Justice Department said on Tuesday.
"Oleg Vladislavovich Nikitin, general director of KS Engineering (KSE), a St. Petersburg, 
Russia-based energy company, pled guilty in US District Court to conspiracy to evade US export 
regulations and to defraud the United States," the Justice Department said in a statement citing 
Acting US Attorney for the Southern District of Georgia David Estes.
The US Justice Department said Nikitin, KSE business partner Anton Cheremukhin as well two 
Italian nationals and an American conspired to purchase a US-made power turbine worth $17.3 
million in lieu of trade regulations. The turbine was to be employed on a Russian Arctic deep 
water drilling platform, the statement said.
Nikitin faces a sentence of up to five years in prison and a substantial financial penalty, the 
statement added.
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US Olympic Committee Allows Raised Fists, Kneeling to Protest Racial, Social injustice 
WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - American athletes and staff in upcoming tryouts for the 
Olympics can raise fists or kneel during the national anthem to protest racial and social 
injustices during upcoming Olympic trials, the US Olympic and Paralympic Committees 
(USOPC) said on Tuesday.
"I can commit the U SO PC’s support as it relates to the following: Fair application of this 
guidance at our Olympic and Paralympic Team Trials [and] evaluation of this guidance prior to 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo,” the organization’s Chief Executive Sarah Hirshland 
said in a press release.
While the release gave no examples of permitted protests, it linked to an 18-minute video which 
detailed types of demonstrations that would be allowed. They include raised fists, kneeling 
during the US national anthem, signs and face masks with slogans such as “Black Lives Matter” 
or “Trans Lives Matter.”
The video said the protests must be limited to racial and social justice themes and that 
demonstrations targeting other issues such as the environment, politics, and disease awareness 
would not be permitted.
The video also said the International Olympic Committee (IOC) would set its own rules for the 
upcoming Summer Games but that the US committee would with the IOC to devise rules for 
protests when athletes from around the world compete in Tokyo.
During the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, American gold and bronze medalists in track were 
suspended by the IOC from the US team and banned from the Olympic Village over raised fists
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during the awards ceremony. Contrary to a common belief, however, the IOC did not force US 
athletes Tommie Smith and Peter Norman to return their medals.
In recent years, American sporting events have featured athletes kneeling during the national 
anthem, protests triggered in large part by police killings of unarmed African-American suspects, 
often during routine encounters with law enforcement.
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US Progressive Groups Urge Biden to Cease 'Reckless' Rhetoric With Russia, Pursue Talks

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - A group of twenty seven US progressive and 
Democratic-leaning organizations on Tuesday urged President Joe Biden to conduct 
constructive arms control negotiations with Russia instead of engaging in reckless rhetoric.
"As national organizations that advocate for diplomacy, arms control, disarmament and peace, 
we are deeply alarmed by the recent negative exchanges between leaders of the two countries 
with more than 90 percent of the world’s nuclear warheads in their arsenals," the group said in a 
joint statement posted by RootsAction.org. "As Americans, we urge the Biden administration to 
stop participating in such reckless rhetorical exchanges and to instead vigorously pursue 
nuclear-arms negotiations with the Russian government."
The need for constructive bilateral talks to address the "clear and present dangers" of the 
nuclear arms race has never been more apparent, the group said.
"Wth great urgency, we call upon President Biden to make good on his stated commitment that 
'diplomacy is back at the center of our foreign policy,"’ the statement said.
Progressive Democrats of America Executive Director Alan Minsky, in an accompanying 
statement, said the grassroots progressive base of the Democratic Party has "zero interest" in a 
bellicose foreign policy towards Russia or President Vladimir Putin.
Other notable signatories include People for Bernie, Justice Democrats, Blue America, Demand 
Progress, Veterans For Peace, Union of Concerned Scientists, Muslim Delegates and Allies 
Coalition, Yemen Relief and Reconstruction Foundation, US Palestinian Community Network, 
the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, among others.
Biden has recently publicly answered in the affirmative to a question whether he believes Putin 
is "a killer" and threatened that the Russian leader will "pay a price" for alleged election 
meddling, which Moscow has repeatedly denied. Russia recalled its ambassador from 
V\feshington for consultations over the comment.
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Russian National Nikitin Pleads Guilty to Evading US Export Regulations - Justice Dept.
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WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Russian national Oleg Nikitin has pleaded guilty to 
charges of violating US export regulations, the Justice Department said on Tuesday.
"Oleg Vladislavovich Nikitin, general director of KS Engineering (KSE), a St. Petersburg, 
Russia-based energy company, pled guilty in US District Court to conspiracy to evade US export 
regulations and to defraud the United States," the Justice Department said in a statement citing 
Acting US Attorney for the Southern District of Georgia David Estes.
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US, Central Asia Agree on Information Flow, Digital Trade - Statement

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The United States and five Central Asian countries have 
agreed to intensify the free flow of information among themselves and broaden cooperation on 
digital trade, a statement on the initiative said Tuesday.
Senior US, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan officials had 
a council meeting of the US-Central Asia Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) 
and agreed to the measures, the statement said, adding that representatives from Afghanistan 
and Pakistan attended the conference as observers.
"Participants agreed to focus on ensuring the free flow of information across borders with a 
cohesive legal, regulatory, and policy environment characterized by openness, transparency, 
competition, and non-discrimination,” the statement said.
On the digital trade front, the officials agreed to prioritize broad stakeholder participation and 
focus on ways the digital economy could broaden the reach of small and medium enterprises 
into global markets, enhance women’s economic empowerment, and support the development 
of a robust private sector.
According to the US State Department, Washington has provided over $9 billion in direct 
assistance to support peace and security, democratic reform, and economic growth, as well as 
meet humanitarian needs, in Central Asia.
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California Budgets $81 Min to Pay 1,399 Extra Firefighters - Governor

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The US state of California plans to hire nearly 1,400 
firefighters with the addition of $80.74 million to $1 billion previously budgeted for the upcoming 
fire season, Governor Gavin Newsom said on Tuesday.
"Using Emergency Fund authorization, Governor Newsom has approved $80.74 million for 
1,399 additional firefighters with the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL 
FIRE) to bolster fuels management and wildfire response efforts," the governor’s office said in a 
press release.
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The state’s January 2021 budget previously allocated $1 billion to support wildfire and forest 
management, the release said.
With much of the state experiencing persistent drought conditions, low reservoir storage and 
below average snowpack, California is planning for another dry year, the release added.
The state's fire season traditionally runs from May through October. But lately, the season 
begins earlier and ends later, a trend that scientists attribute to climate change.
Last year, California suffered a record-breaking fire season, with an estimated 4.3 million acres 
burned, about 4 percent of the entire state, according to CAL FIRE.
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US Combat Ship Successfully Launches Naval Strike Missile - Pacific Fleet

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - An American combat ship successfully launched a 
sea-skimming Naval Strike Missile as part of an operational test, US Pacific Fleet Commander's 
press office said in a release on Tuesday.
"The Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS Gabrielle Giffords (LCS 10) successfully 
launched the Naval Strike Missile (NSM) as part of shipboard operational testing and evaluation, 
March 19," the release said.
The Naval Strike Missile is a long-range, precision strike weapon that flies at sea-skimming 
altitude, has terrain-following capability and uses an advanced seeker for precise targeting, the 
release added.
In November 2019, USS Gabrielle Giffords was among two US ships that passed near two 
groups of disputed islands, the Spratly and Paracel archipelagos, in the South China Sea, 
causing strong protests by China.
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Most UN Security Council States ‘Concerned’ by N. Korea’s Missile Tests - Source

UNITED NATIONS, March 30 (Sputnik) - The majority of the member states at the UN Security 
Council expressed concern over North Korea’s recent missile tests and reaffirmed the 
importance of dialogue, a diplomatic source at the Security Council told Sputnik on Tuesday, 
following closed consultations on the matter.
“Member states are in majority concerned by the tests,” the source said. “Everybody reaffirmed 
the objective of denuclearization (complete, verifiable, irreversible) and the importance of 
diplomacy and dialogue.”
North Korea has conducted two cruise and ballistic missile tests on March 21 and March 25.
The launches sparked concerns among a number of states that requested closed consultations 
on the matter at the UN Security Council.
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Norway, Estonia and Ireland - non-permanent members of the UN Security Council - issued 
statements condemning the launches and called on North Korea to contribute toward 
denuclearization.
"We urge the DPRK [North Korea] government to fully comply with UNSC resolutions, take 
concrete steps towards denuclearization, enter into a meaningful dialogue with the international 
community,” the diplomatic mission of Norway to the United Nations said via Twitter after the 
closed meeting of the Security Council.
On Saturday, North Korean senior official Ri Pyong Choi called the missile tests a right of a 
sovereign state for self-defense over the military threat posed by the United States and South 
Korea.
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US-Cabo Verde Dialogue Seeks Expanded Commercial, Security Ties - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Diplomats from the United States and the Atlantic 
archipelago nation of Cabo Verde held the third session of an ongoing partnership dialogue in 
an effort to expand bilateral commercial and security ties, the US State Department said on 
Tuesday.
"Both countries discussed how today's dialogue will ensure continued close coordination on 
some of the most pressing issues facing the United States and Cabo Verde, including 
confronting climate change, building maritime security capabilities, and recovering from the 
COVID-19 pandemic," the State Department said in a press release.
Acting Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Robert Codec opened the virtual dialogue, 
speaking alongside Cabo Verde Minister of Foreign Affairs and Defense Rui Soares on the 
long-standing friendship between the two nations, the release said.
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Nearly Half of US Voters Oppose Efforts to Eliminate Senate Filibuster - Poll

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - A49 percent plurality of US voters opposes calls by many 
Senate Democrats to end the filibuster, a poll by Rasmussen Reports revealed on Tuesday. 
“Forty-nine percent (49 percent) of voters oppose eliminating the filibuster and 11% are not 
sure," a press release explaining the poll said.
Forty-one percent said they support calls to eliminate the filibuster, which allows opponents to 
prevent a vote from taking place unless 60 senators agree to end debate, the poll added. 
Democratic Senators Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema have said they oppose ending the 
filibuster, which would likely deny Democrats the 50 votes needed to end the practice, according 
to analysts.
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But Manchin has said he is open to changing Senate rules in a way that would make the 
filibuster more painful, at one point suggesting lawmakers revive an old rule requiring 
lawmakers to speak on the Senate floor - around the clock if necessary - until a deadlock is 
resolved.
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US State Dept. Accuses Venezuela of Not Cooperating With U N Refugee Agency

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The United States has accused Caracas of not 
collaborating with the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and other humanitarian 
organizations in supporting refugees, the State Department said in a report on Tuesday.
"The... regime did not cooperate with the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and 
other humanitarian organizations in providing protection and assistance to refugees, asylum 
seekers, and other persons of concern," the report said.
The State Department earlier in the day released its annual report on worldwide Human Rights 
practices.
The State Department said since the refugee status determination process is centralized at the 
National Refugee Commission headquarters, asylum seekers often waited years to get a final 
decision.
Caracas has repeatedly slammed Washington for exacerbating and politicizing humanitarian 
issues in Venezuela.
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Turkey Allegedly Contributed to Civilian Deaths in Fight Against PKK - US State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Turkey has allegedly contributed to a number of civilian 
deaths in its fight against the PKK the State Department said in its annual human rights report 
on Tuesday.
“There were credible allegations that the government contributed to civilian deaths in connection 
with its fight against the terrorist Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) organization in the southeast, 
although at a markedly reduced level compared with previous years,” the report said. “The PKK 
continued to target civilians in its attacks; the government continued to work to block such 
attacks.”
"According to the International Crisis Group, from January 1 to December 10, a total of 35 
civilians, 41 security force members, and 235 PKK militants were killed in eastern and 
southeastern provinces in PKK-related clashes,” the report said. "Human rights groups stated 
the government took insufficient measures to protect civilian lives in its fight with the PKK.”
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The State Department also underscored that the PKK on its part continued its attacks on 
government security forces and, in some instances, civilians.
"For example, on May 14, PKK terrorists attacked aid workers in Van, killing two and injuring 
one,” the report said. “On June 18, PKK terrorists reportedly attacked a truck carrying fuel for 
roadwork in Sirnak province by planting an improvised explosive device (iED). The IED 
explosion killed four truck passengers.”
The State Department continued to say in the report that there were credible reports that 
Turkey's military operations outside its borders resulted in the civilian casualties.
The State Department report also addressed the situation with the refugees in the country.
"The country’s borders with Syria and Iraq remained strictly managed, with admissions only for 
medical, humanitarian, and family reunification cases from the border with Syria since late 
2015,” the report said. "Of the 20 border crossing points between Syria and Turkey, five were 
open for limited humanitarian, commercial, and individual crossings."
Incidents of societal violence directed against refugees and persons in refugee-like conditions 
increased during the year, according to the report.
“Following the deaths of several Turkish soldiers in Syria in February, in early March increased 
societal violence against refugee communities was reported throughout the country, including 
some beatings and attacks on businesses. In July, in the western province of Bursa, four 
Turkish men beat to death a 17-year-old Syrian refugee in a market,” the report added. 
Moreover, the State Department asserted in the report that the Turkish government engaged in 
a worldwide effort to apprehend suspected members of the Gulen movement.
The Turkish government has been fighting the PKK, which seeks to establish a Kurdish 
autonomy in Turkey, since the early 1980s. Along with combating the group in Turkey, Ankara 
also often conducts cross-border operations in Iraq and Syria.
The PKK and Ankara signed a ceasefire agreement in 2013, but it collapsed just two years later 
over several terror attacks allegedly committed by PKK militants.
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US State Dept. Accuses Russia of Human Rights Violations Again in Annual Report

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The United States once again accused Russia of human 
right violations, the State Department said in its annual Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices on Tuesday.
Among the accusations, leveled against Russia are targeting "political dissidents and peaceful 
protesters, while official corruption remained rampant," US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken 
said in a statement attached to the report.
The United States in the report claims Russia failed to provide adequate responses to identify, 
investigate, prosecute or punish most officials who committed human rights abuses.
Crimea's reunification with Russia and alleged human rights violations by local authorities in 
Chechnya were also listed in the report.
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In addition, the report mentioned - but did not quote - "credible reports" on the alleged poisoning 
of opposition figure Alexey Navalny.
The State Department went as far as to accuse the Russian government of attempts to commit 
extrajudicial killings - allegations Russia repeated denied.
Russia has repeatedly refuted as groundless all accusations of being involved in the poisoning 
of Navalny, human rights violations in Crimea and extrajudicial killings.
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US Accuses Ukraine of Failing to Prosecute Most Corrupt Officials - Human Rights Report

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Ukraine authorities failed to take sufficient steps to 
prosecute corrupt officials, the US State Department said in its annual human rights report on 
Tuesday.
"The government generally failed to take adequate steps to prosecute or punish most officials 
who committed abuses, resulting in a climate of impunity," the report related to the year of 2020 
said.
Human rights activists and the United Nations experts noted significant deficiencies in 
investigations into alleged human rights abuses committed by government security forces, the 
report added.
Ukrainian officials are allegedly responsible for a number of violations, including unlawful or 
arbitrary killing, torture and cases of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of detainees by law 
enforcement personnel, as well as other crimes, the report said.
"There were few reports that state actors ordered or took part in targeted attacks on civil society 
activists and journalists in connection with their work during the year, but impunity for past 
attacks remained a significant problem,’’ it emphasized.
The State Department has accused Russia of crimes in Donbas region, including physical 
abuse of civilians and members of armed groups held in detention facilities.
The report also highlighted allegations that state agents were involved in abduction and 
improper deportation of foreign citizens.
“For example, family members and advocates for three Uzbekistani men alleged the Security 
Service collaborated with the Uzbekistani State Security Service to extradite the men without 
complying with relevant laws and international agreements,” it said.
Russia has repeatedly refuted accusations of involvement in the conflict in Donbas region.
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US Accuses Ukraine of Failing to Prosecute Most Corrupt Officials - Human Rights Report
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WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Ukraine authorities failed to take sufficient steps to 
prosecute corrupt officials, the US State Department said in its annual human rights report on 
Tuesday.
"The government generally failed to take adequate steps to prosecute or punish most officials 
who committed abuses, resulting in a climate of impunity," the report related to the year of 2020 
said.
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Most UN Security Council States ‘Concerned’ by N. Korea's Missile Tests - Source

UNITED NATIONS, March 30 (Sputnik) - The majority of the member states at the UN Security 
Council expressed concern over the recent North Korea’s missile tests and reaffirmed the 
importance of dialogue, a diplomatic source at the Security Council told Sputnik on Tuesday, 
following closed consultations on the matter.
“Member states are in majority concerned by the tests,” the source said. “Everybody reaffirmed 
the objective of denuclearization (complete, verifiable, irreversible) and the importance of 
diplomacy and dialogue.”
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Canada Allots $39.2Mln in Aid for People Affected By Syrian Conflict - Statement

TORONTO, March 30 (Sputnik) - Canada has allotted $39.2 million in aid help for those affected 
by the ongoing conflict in Syria, Global Affairs Canada said in a statement on Tuesday.
"Today's announcement of a $49.5-milIion pledge [US$39.2 billion] builds on previous multi-year 
commitments,” the department said in a statement.
Canada’s contribution is part of the Brussels V Conference co-chaired by the European Union 
and the United Nations on Tuesday, which the Syrian government did not participate in.
The funding announcement brings Canada’s foreign aid total to Syria and the region for 2021 to 
$2.6 billion, according to Global Affairs Canada.
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Biden to Sign Tuesday Paycheck Protection Program Extension - White House

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden will extend on Tuesday the 
multibillion Paycheck Protection Program of forgivable loans designed to support businesses
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and preserve jobs amid the coronavirus pandemic, the White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki 
announced.
"Today, the President will sign an extension of the Paycheck Protection Program which passed 
both the House and Senate with wide bipartisan majorities,” Psaki said during a press briefing. 
"Today the President will sign the extension act into law. We want small businesses to know that 
help is here and they have until May 31 to apply.”
Last December, Congress authorized an additional $284 billion for the program, of which $200 
billion has already been distributed to more than three million small businesses as forgivable 
loans in return for retaining their staff despite pandemic measures-caused economic slowdown. 
Psaki said that since the beginning of the pandemic 400,000 small businesses have closed for 
good and millions more are struggling to stay open.
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Study Shows Immune System T-Cells Recognize 3 Main Coronavirus Variants - US Health 
Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - An analysis of blood samples of recovered COVID-19 
patients who were infected before novel coronavirus variants emerged demonstrated that 
immune systems were still able to recognize mutations from variants from the United Kingdom, 
South Africa and Brazil, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) said on Tuesday.
"In their study of recovered COVID-19 patients, the researchers determined that SARS-CoV-2 
-specific CD8+ T-cell responses remained largely intact and could recognize virtually all 
mutations in the variants studied," NIH said in a press release.
The results indicate that the T-cell response in convalescent individuals, and most likely from 
vaccines as well, remain unaffected by mutations found in the three variants and, and should 
offer protection against other emerging variants, the release said.
NIH explained that T cells limit infection by recognizing parts of the virus protein on the surface 
of infected cells and killing those cells.
NIH emphasized the need for more research, since the study was based on blood samples from 
30 people who contracted the disease early in the pandemic, the release added.
The investigators sought to determine whether the T-cells could still recognize three variants:
B.1.1.7, which was first detected in the United Kingdom; B.1.351, originally found in the 
Republic of South Africa; and B.1.1.248, first seen in Brazil, according to the release.
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Coalition to Defeat IS Expands Coordination Amid Renewed Terror Threat - US State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Foreign ministers from the global coalition against the 
Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia) agreed to expand cooperation amid a spate of 
recent attacks, a group statement released by the US State Department said on Monday.
"The Ministers took note of the resumption in Daesh/ISIS [Islamic Statejactivities in areas where 
the Coalition is not active and its ability to rebuild its networks and capabilities to target security 
forces and civilians," the statement said.
The Ministers committed to "strengthen cooperation across all Coalition lines of effort to ensure 
that Daesh/ISIS and its affiliates are unable to reconstitute any territorial enclave," the statement 
also said.
The ministers also agreed to explore collective contributions to efforts by African nations to halt 
an expansion Islamic State attacks on their continent, the statement added.
Moreover, the ministers reiterated support to Iraqi authorities following the increased Islamic 
State activity in Iraq and Syria in recent months, including the double suicide attacks in Baghdad 
on January 21, according to the statement.
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US Praises Romania for Bolstering Black Sea Security as Stalwart NATO Ally - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - US State Secretary Antony Blinken spoke with his 
Romanian counterpart Bogdan Aurescu and praised Bucharest for being a valuable NATO ally 
and for strengthening security in the Black Sea region, Department of State spokesperson Ned 
Price said in a statement on Tuesday.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken spoke with Romanian Foreign Minister Bogdan Aurescu 
today. The Secretary commended Romania for being a stalwart NATO Ally and for its 
commitment to bolstering security in the Black Sea region,’’ the statement said.
The officials also discussed joint efforts in promoting energy security, the rule of law and 
post-pandemic recovery, the statement added.
Last week, the US guided-missile cruiser Monterey made a two-day port visit in Romania as it 
participated in the Sea Shield 2021 naval exercise in the Black Sea to strengthen 
interoperability between NATO allies and partners.
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US, 13 Other Nations Express Concerns Over WHO Study of COVID-19 Origins - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The United States and 13 other nations have jointly 
announced their concerns over the recent Wbrld Health Organization (WHO) study on the 
origins of the COVI D-19 pandemic because it was late in coming out and failed to include 
complete data and samples, the US Department of State said in a media note on Tuesday.
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"\Afe join in expressing shared concerns regarding the recent WHO-convened study in China, 
Australia, Canada, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, the 
Republic of Korea, Slovenia and the United Kingdom," the note said. "[Ijt is equally essential 
that we voice our shared concerns that the international expert study on the source of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus was significantly delayed and lacked access to complete, original data and 
samples."
The countries called for undertaking another study free from outside interference or influence on 
how the pandemic originated. However, they also reiterated support for the work of the WHO. 
"Together, we support a transparent and independent analysis and evaluation, free from 
interference and undue influence, of the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic. ...Going forward, 
there must now be a renewed commitment by WHO and all Member States to access, 
transparency, and timeliness," the note said.
The WHO report, which included Chinese cooperation and input, concluded that the pandemic 
originated in transmission of the virus from animals to human beings and said it was very 
unlikely to have originated in a Chinese laboratory in Wuhan, as some previous US officials had 
maintained.
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Russian Consulate in New York Says Telefax Issues Not Fixed Since January Raise Questions

NEW YORK, March 30 (Sputnik) - The Russian Consulate-General in New York told Sputnik on 
Tuesday the fact that the Verizon company, which provides telephone services to the diplomatic 
mission, cannot fix problems with fax connection for several months raises questions.
On January 18, the consulate reported fax and telephone connection issues, due to which the 
diplomats at the mission were left with no connection for a couple of days.
"The Verizon telecommunications company cites technical issues. Wfe were repeatedly informed 
that allegedly there were some problems on their side," the Consulate-General said. "These 
problems are, for some reason, not being solved over such a long period of time. This raises 
questions."
According to the Consulate-General, the problems with the telephone connection had been 
resolved.
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WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The United States and 13 other nations have jointly 
announced their concerns over the recent Wbrld Health Organization (WHO) study on the 
origins of the COVI D-19 pandemic because it was late in coming out and failed to include 
complete data and samples, the US Department of State said in a media note on Tuesday.
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"\Afe join in expressing shared concerns regarding the recent WHO-convened study in China, 
Australia, Canada, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, the 
Republic of Korea, Slovenia and the United Kingdom," the note said. "[Ijt is equally essential 
that we voice our shared concerns that the international expert study on the source of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus was significantly delayed and lacked access to complete, original data and 
samples."
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Virgin Galactic Unveils First in Planned Fleet of Spaceships for Space Tourists

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - VSS Imagine, a spacecraft unveiled on Tuesday as the 
first in a new class of vehicles created to hurl paying customers into space, will begin a series of 
test flights this summer, the private space company Virgin Galactic said on Tuesday.
"The introduction of the Spaceship III class of vehicles is an important milestone in Virgin 
Galactic’s multi-year effort that targets flying 400 flights per year, per spaceport," the company 
said in a press release.
The spacecraft will begin a series of glide flights on the edge of outer space this summer from 
the company’s Spaceport America in the US state of New Mexico, the release said.
The spacecraft is dropped from the wings of a carrier plan at an altitude of 50,000 feet. At this 
point, a rocket motor ignites to propel vehicle into suborbital space, where it begins a long glide 
back to Earth.
The company, founded by billionaire Richard Branson, has already begun taking reservations 
from would-be space tourists for daily flights, with tickets priced at $250,000 each.
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Russian Consulate in New York Says Unable to Send Fax to Moscow for Several Months

NEW YORK, March 30 (Sputnik) - The Russian Consulate-General in New York told Sputnik on 
Tuesday that it has been experiencing problems with fax connection for several months 
impeding the diplomats’ ability to send messages to Russia on a daily basis.
“The issue with the fax connection has not been resolved. \Afe are talking about one of our 
official fax lines, which is indicated everywhere in our contact details," the Consulate-General 
said. “For several months, we have been unable to send fax messages to Russia through this 
line and we need to do so every day. There were times when it was not possible to send a fax to 
Washington either.”
The Consulate-General also said it had conveyed these concerns to the US Department of 
State Office of Foreign Missions in New York.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31 /2021 8:50:58 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31/2021 8:50:58 AM

In mid-January, the Russian Foreign Ministry called on the US government to immediately 
restore telephone and fax connection at the consulate in New York after all of its city telephone 
lines had been disconnected for several days.
The Consulate-General said the US government linked the interruption to "technical problems."
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Biden Launches New Initiative to Combat Violence Against Asian-Americans - White House

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden announced on Tuesday new 
actions by his administration to combat violence against Asian-Americans.
"We can’t be silent in the face of rising violence against Asian-Americans. That’s why today I’m 
taking additional steps to respond-including establishing an initiative at the Department of 
Justice to address anti-Asian crimes," Biden said via Twitter.
According to the White House fact sheet, Biden established a Department of Justice 
cross-agency initiative to address anti-Asian violence and a COVID-19 Equity Task Force 
committee on addressing and ending xenophobia against Asian Americans.
The Department of Health and Human Services is allocating $49.5 million from the American 
Rescue Plan to a new grant program for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders - survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault.
The National Endowment for the Humanities is launching a virtual library of federally-funded 
projects that explore and celebrate Asian Americans’ contributions to the United States.
The package also includes funding for critical research to prevent and address bias and 
xenophobia against Asian American communities.
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IMF Expects to Revise Upward Global Growth Projection - Director

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund (IMF) expects to revise 
upward its global growth projection, IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said on 
Tuesday.
"In January, we projected global growth of 5.5 percent in 2021. \Afe now expect a further 
acceleration partly because of additional policy support - including the new fiscal package in the 
United States - and partly because of the expected vaccine-powered recovery in many 
advanced economies later this year," Georgieva said. "This allows for an upward revision to our 
global forecast for this year and for 2022 - as you will see in our Wsrld Economic Outlook next 
week."
Georgieva pointed out that while IMF’s outlook has gotten better overall, prospects are 
"diverging dangerously" and not only within nations but also across regions.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31 /2021 8:50:58 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/31/2021 8:50:58 AM

"In fact, what we see is a multi-speed recovery, increasingly powered by two engines - the 
United States and China. They are part of a small group of countries that will be well ahead of 
their pre-crisis GDP levels by the end of 2021," she said.
However, Georgieva added that swifter progress on coronavirus vaccine rollouts could add as 
much as $9 trillion to global GDP by 2025.
In January, the IMF upgraded the forecast for the global economy's growth in 2021 by 0.3 
percentage points to 5.5 percent.
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New COVID-19 \Afeve ‘Lies In V\M’ in Syria, Community Spread to Continue in 2021 - UN Chief

UNITED NATIONS, March 30 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned on 
Tuesday that another coronavirus wave is expected to hit war-torn Syria as community 
transmission of the virus is likely to continue in 2021.
"The pandemic has put further strains on the health sector. And another COVID-19 wave lies in 
wait," Guterres said during his briefing to the UN General Assembly on the situation in the 
country.
"Although CO VAX vaccinations are planned to begin across Syria in the coming weeks, 
distribution of these initial vaccines will continue through 2021. As a result, community 
transmission of COVID-19 is anticipated to continue in the present year," he said.
The most vulnerable people, particularly those living in densely populated refugee camps, will 
suffer the most, Guterres said.
Additionally, he said, thousands of cases in Syria go unconfirmed because of the "dangerously 
low" testing rates and only 58 percent of the country’s hospitals being fully functional.
Guterres also noted that in the coming weeks, the COVAX facility will deliver the first batch of 
one million vaccine doses, covering around 3 percent of Syria's population. Some 100,000 
doses of those will be delivered to northeast Syria, and 224,000 are allocated for the northwest. 
According to Johns Hopkins University, Syria has so far reported 18,638 coronavirus cases, with 
1,247 related deaths.
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RPT - Explosion Heard From Landing Site of SpaceX Starship Test Flight

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, Texas, March 30 (Sputnik) - The fourth test of the SpaceX Starship 
appeared to have failed during an attempted landing, a Sputnik correspondent reported on 
Tuesday.
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A loud explosion could be heard from Isla Blanca Park in South Padre Island, Texas, the 
correspondent said. Heavy fog made it impossible to see what exactly happened after the 
launch.
Three earlier tests of the Starship also exploded on or shortly after landing. SpaceX ground 
control earlier reported the loss of data feeds from the Spacecraft shortly after video feeds from 
multiple cameras also failed.
"Something significant" happened, SpaceX CEO Elon Musk tweeted shortly after the launch. 
Musk said in an initial statement that it "Looks like engine 2 had issues on ascent and didn’t 
reach operating chamber pressure during landing burn, but, in theory, it wasn't needed."
The Starship is the centerpiece of SpaceX efforts to develop a fully reusable transportation 
system designed to carry humans to the Moon and on long-duration flights to Mars and beyond, 
a company press release said.
The system is designed for in-space refueling and the ability to land at destinations across the 
solar system and return to Earth, according to the release.
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Russian Deputy Envoy to UN in New York Says Would be Ready to Receive US Vaccine

UNITED NATIONS, March 30 (Sputnik) - Russian Deputy Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations in New York Dmitry Polyanskiy told reporters on Tuesday he would not reject 
getting inoculated with a US vaccine against coronavirus as the issue of vaccination should not 
be politicized.
"I, personally, would be ready to vaccinate here with the American vaccine without any problem 
because it's a question of vaccination that matters," Polyanskiy said. "We really think that 
vaccine diplomacy should be outside of politics, it's about helping people."
The diplomat explained that even amid the coronavirus pandemic, certain countries and blocs 
try to promote their vaccines at the expense of others and block paths for international 
cooperation on this matter.
"There should be absolutely no room here for political maneuvering for discrediting vaccines, 
like Sputnik V, for example, discrediting them, only because this is a Russian vaccine or 
discrediting Chinese vaccines or Indian vaccines," he said.
Polyanskiy stressed all countries should have the choice to acquire vaccines they want without 
being punished and ostracized. Simultaneously, countries like Russia, China and India should 
not be accused of using their vaccines as a tool for political influence.
"V\fe have three vaccines now in Russia, and we are ready to share them with those who want it. 
I think that should be the only framework for such cooperation," he added.
Polyanskiy also indicated that doses of a Russian vaccine could possibly be imported to the 
United States to vaccinate the staff at the diplomatic mission in New York as the diplomats there 
still do not have an opportunity to receive the local vaccine.
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US Pledges Over $596Mln in 'New Humanitarian Assistance' to Syria - Ambassador to UN

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - US Ambassador to the United Nations Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield on Tuesday announced a new pledge of more than $596 million in 
humanitarian assistance to Syria.
"Today, I’m proud to announce over $596 million in new humanitarian assistance in support of 
vulnerable Syrians in Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey from the United States," 
Thomas-Greenfield said at the EU-UN donor conference.
US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken issued a statement on Tuesday calling on donors to 
support the Syrian people by boosting their contributions.
"Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield also stressed the responsibility of the international community 
to provide unhindered humanitarian access and aid to all Syrians in need through all avenues 
available, including through cross-border assistance, which remains necessary to reach those in 
need," Blinken said. "The re-authorization and expansion of the cross-border mandate in July is 
a US priority."
Blinken emphasized that the United States supports UN Special Envoy Geir Pedersen’s efforts 
to reach a political settlement in Syria and reiterated that there is no military solution to the 
Syrian conflict.
Brussels is the host of the fifth EU-UN donor conference for Syria March 29-30 without the 
participation of the Syrian government. The international community is expected to offer billions 
of dollars in pledges to aid humanitarian efforts in Syria and the region.
According to data published by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, more than 6 million 
people are displaced within Syria, and as many as 6.6 million Syrians have fled the country as 
refugees since 2011.
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US Gasoline Prices Rise for 17 Consecutive Weeks, Longest Surge Since 1994 - Energy Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 30 (Sputnik) - Steadily increasing crude oil prices created a surge in 
retail US gasoline prices for the seventeenth straight week in March, the longest streak in more 
than a quarter century, the Energy Information Administration (EIA) said in a report on Tuesday. 
"US gasoline prices increased for 17 consecutive weeks in El As survey, marking the longest 
consecutive streak of price increases since 1994," the report said.
EIA attributed the trend to a steady increase in oil prices from a multi-year lows in 2020.
Brent crude oil prices averaged $43 per barrel (b) in November 2020 and have since increased 
to an average of $67/b in March, based on data through March 22, the report said.
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Because a barrel of oil contains 42 gallons, the price of refined petroleum products changes by 
2.4 cents per gallon when the price of crude oil changes by a dollar per barrel, all else remaining 
equal, the report added.
US regular retail gasoline prices averaged $2.85 per gallon on Monday, March 29, according to 
the report.
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Russia Ready to Engage With US On Common Interest Issues, Including JCPOA- Envoy to UN

UNITED NATIONS, March 30 (Sputnik) - Russia stands ready to engage with the United States 
on questions of common interest, including the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
nuclear agreement, Russian Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations Dmitry 
Polyanskiy told reporters on Tuesday.
"We are absolutely ready to engage with the United States on the issues that are of common 
interest," Polyanskiy said during a press conference. "The finding of a good solution on the 
question of the Iranian nuclear dossier, reviving the JCPOA [are] in the common interest of the 
United States and Russia, that's why I think that we cooperate there without any problems."
In 2015, Iran signed the JCPOA with China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, the 
United States and the European Union. The agreement required that Iran scale back its nuclear 
program and severely downgrade its uranium reserves in exchange for sanctions relief, 
including lifting the arms embargo five years after the deal's adoption. In 2018, the Trump 
administration withdrew the United States from the JCPOA and began implementing hard-line 
policies against Tehran.
The current Biden administration has vowed to revive the 2015 nuclear agreement with Iran and 
use it as the basis for further negotiations on the outstanding issues concerning Iran's ballistic 
missile program and its support for militant proxies across the Middle East. Nevertheless, the 
effort is impeded by neither of the sides willing to make the first conciliatory move.
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Explosion Heard From Landing Site of SpaceX Starship Test Flight

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, Texas, March 30 (Sputnik) - The fourth test of the SpaceX Starship 
appeared to have failed during an attempted landing, a Sputnik correspondent reported on 
Thursday.
A loud explosion could be heard from Isla Blanca Park in South Padre Island, Texas, the 
correspondent said. Heavy fog made it impossible to see what exactly happened after the 
launch.
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Three earlier tests of the Starship also exploded on or shortly after landing. SpaceX ground 
control earlier reported the loss of data feeds from the Spacecraft shortly after video feeds from 
multiple cameras also failed.
"Something significant" happened, SpaceX CEO Elon Musk tweeted shortly after the launch. 
Musk said in an initial statement that it "Looks like engine 2 had issues on ascent and didn’t 
reach operating chamber pressure during landing burn, but, in theory, it wasn't needed."
The Starship is the centerpiece of SpaceX efforts to develop a fully reusable transportation 
system designed to carry humans to the Moon and on long-duration flights to Mars and beyond, 
a company press release said.
The system is designed for in-space refueling and the ability to land at destinations across the 
solar system and return to Earth, according to the release.
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