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Damascus on Brussels Conference: Discussions Without Participation of Syria Are
Unacceptable
by Marv F.

On Monday and Tuesday, the European Union and the United Nations co-chaired the fifth 
Brussels conference on "Supporting the Future of Syria and of the Region." The purpose of the 
annual conference is to generate international financial support for Syria and Syrian refugees 
across the world.
Damascus does not accept the holding of a donor conference on Syria in Brussels without the 
participation of a delegation from the Syrian government, the chosen format violates the 
foundations of the UN charter, the Syrian Foreign Ministry said on Wednesday.
“The Syrian Arab Republic expresses its disapproval of holding that Conference without the 
invitation of the Syrian government which is the side concerned in the Syrian people’s affairs 
and the main partner of the UN,” the ministry said in a letter sent to the UN Security Council and 
UN Secretary-General, as quoted by state agency SANA.
The Syrian foreign ministry stressed that the participation of the UN in this conference without 
the government of the state, which is directly concerned, is a clear violation of the foundations of 
the UN Charter, which calls on everyone to respect the sovereignty and independence of Syria, 
the integrity and security of its territories.
The fifth EU-UN donor conference for Syria and the region was held on Monday and Tuesday in 
Brussels and raised a total of $6.4 billion in pledges. During the talks, members of the Syrian 
civil society, officials from Turkey, Lebanon, and Jordan, as well as representatives from UN 
agencies discussed ways of delivering aid to Syrians as the international community marks the 
tenth anniversary of the outbreak of hostilities in the Arab country.
During the Tuesday event, the United Nations called on the international community to 
collectively help end the war in Syria.
“After a decade of war, many Syrians have lost confidence that the international community can 
help them forge an agreed path out of the conflict. I am convinced that we still can, along with 
the Syrian parties themselves,” UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said in a video 
message during the fifth Brussels Conference.
At the Middle East Conference of the Valdai Discussion Club on Wednesday, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov said that the fifth EU-UN donor conference for Syria was held in violation 
of international humanitarian law, given that it took place without participation of Damascus.
He noted Guterres said “the right things”, but expressed wonder as to why the UN did not send 
any representatives to the conference that were dedicated to returning refugees, apart from a 
monitor. The Russian top diplomat said it was another perfect example of “double standards.” 
“The Brussels conference — which focused on raising funds primarily for assisting refugees' 
staying in camps across Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon, and on assisting people staying in areas

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/03/2021 10:16:47 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/03/2021 10:16:47 PM

that are not controlled by the Syrian government — was initially convened with gross violations 
of the international humanitarian law, under which such issues should be settled through direct 
contact with the government of the country. These are double standards." Lavrov said.
The civil war in Syria has been ongoing since 2011, with President Bashar Assad's forces 
fighting against various insurgent and terrorist groups. Moscow has been active in attempting to 
facilitate the peace process between various factions in the conflict, as well as assisting the 
country's return to normal life, disrupted by hostilities.
According to data published by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, more than 6 million 
people are displaced within Syria, and as many as 6.6 million Syrians have fled the country as 
refugees since 2011.
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US Minister Sues Speaker Pelosi and Vice President Harris for Right to Hold Vigil on Capitol
Grounds
by Marv F.

The perimeter of the US Capitol has been enclosed by a safety fence after thousands of former 
US president Donald Trump supporters breached the complex on January 6 to protest the 
confirmation of Joe Biden as the winner of the 2020 presidential election.
In a complaint filed Tuesday in federal court, Presbyterian minister Patrick Mahoney sued 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Vice President Kamala Harris, the US Capitol Police Board and 
the Senate Sergeant at Arms over the fence blocking the area around the Capitol building. 
According to Mahoney, the presence of the fence is violating his First Amendment rights 
because it is preventing him from holding a prayer vigil for Good Friday near the Lower Western 
Terrace of the Capitol.
The purpose of the vigil, according to Mahoney, is for the “express purpose of beseeching God’s 
healing from the divisiveness and anxiety lingering over our nation since the tragic events of 
January 6, 2021." Mahoney has also argued that he has held many events in the same location 
in the past.
“In closing the sidewalks and public areas around the Capitol, including the Lower Western 
Terrace Plaintiff seeks to utilize, Defendants have effectively created a no-speech zone around 
the nation’s Capitol,” the complaint reads.
“Defendants prevent any First Amendment activities on/in these areas, even though no specific 
threat to the Capitol has been identified in justification. Defendants further refuse to inform the 
Plaintiff of when public sidewalks surrounding these halls of power may once again be utilized 
for public speech,” the complaint adds.
The National Guard has been present in the area around the Capitol since the violent 
insurrection that occurred on January 6.
The US Department of Justice (DoJ) is still working to bring charges against some of the rioters 
who stormed the Capitol.
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A Politico analysis released this week shows that almost a quarter of the more than 230 people 
publicly charged in Capitol riot cases are facing misdemeanors. New cases are also being 
unsealed on a daily basis.
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US Minister Sues Speaker Pelosi and Vice President Harris for Right to Hold Vigil on Capitol
Grounds
by Mary F.

The perimeter of the US Capitol has been enclosed by a safety fence after thousands of former 
US president Donald Trump supporters breached the complex on January 6 to protest the 
confirmation of Joe Biden as the winner of the 2020 presidential election.
In a complaint filed Tuesday in federal court, Presbyterian minister Patrick Mahoney sued 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Vice President Kamala Harris, the US Capitol Police Board and 
the Senate Sergeant at Arms over the fence blocking the area around the Capitol building. 
According to Mahoney, the presence of the fence is violating his First Amendment rights 
because it is preventing him from holding a prayer vigil for Good Friday near the Lower Western 
Terrace of the Capitol.
The purpose of the vigil, according to Mahoney, is for the “express purpose of beseeching God’s 
healing from the divisiveness and anxiety lingering over our nation since the tragic events of 
January 6, 2021." Mahoney has also argued that he has held many events in the same location 
in the past.
“In closing the sidewalks and public areas around the Capitol, including the Lower Western 
Terrace Plaintiff seeks to utilize, Defendants have effectively created a no-speech zone around 
the nation’s Capitol,” the complaint reads.
“Defendants prevent any First Amendment activities on/in these areas, even though no specific 
threat to the Capitol has been identified in justification. Defendants further refuse to inform the 
Plaintiff of when public sidewalks surrounding these halls of power may once again be utilized 
for public speech,” the complaint adds.
The National Guard has been present in the area around the Capitol since the violent 
insurrection that occurred on January 6.
The US Department of Justice (DoJ) is still working to bring charges against some of the rioters 
who stormed the Capitol.
A Politico analysis released this week shows that almost a quarter of the more than 230 people 
publicly charged in Capitol riot cases are facing misdemeanors. New cases are also being 
unsealed on a daily basis.
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Total Costs of Suez Canal Blockade by Ever Given May Reach $1 Bln, Channel's Administration 
Says
by Morgan Artvukhina

Egypt's state-owned Suez Canal Authority said on Wednesday that the total cost of the cargo 
vessel Ever Given blocking all traffic through the canal for six days could reach as high as $1 
billion.
"We will continue the calculation, count all the funds that we have used since the incident's first 
day, costs of the use of tugs and dredging vessels, which worked around the clock," Suez Canal 
Administration chief Osama Rabia told Egyptian news channel Sada el-Balad TV on 
Wednesday "This is a significant sum ... $1 billion or something like that."
In addition, Rabia previously stated the collapse of canal traffic has cost the Egyptian 
government $14 million per day in tolls.
For now, the Japanese-owned, Taiwanese-operated, Panamanian-flagged vessel has been 
towed to the Great Bitter Lake, which is about halfway through the canal that connects the 
Mediterranean and Red seas. There Ever Given will stay until a complete investigation of the 
incident is complete, including safety inspections of its hull, the front of which became lodged in 
the eastern bank of the canal. It had been traveling from China to the Netherlands before the 
mishap occurred.
Rabia said Ever Given's crew has yet to relinquish the ship's black box and other documents to 
Cairo as part of its investigation.
Ever Given became lodged in the Suez Canal on March 23. Longer than the waterway is wide, 
its huge hull totally blocked passage, causing hundreds of ships to accumulate at both ends of 
the canal. While it was estimated the immediate traffic jam will take between three and six days 
to totally clear, global shipping could take six months to return to normal. With the canal 
blocked, many captains plotted out routes southaround the Cape of Good Hope, as ships once 
did before the canal opened in 1869, while land freight routes across Asia saw a pronounced 
uptick in traffic.
The canal was built between 1859 and 1869 and financed by the French and Egyptian 
governments. Of the 1.5 million Egyptian laborers who dug the canal, an estimated 120,000 
died. Cairo lost all control over the canal after the heavily indebted Egyptian government was 
forced to sell its shares in the managing company to the UK in 1875, but in 1956, when the 
company’s 99-year lease expired, Egyptian President Gamel abd al-Nasser moved to 
nationalize the canal. Ajoint British-French-lsraeli force then temporarily invaded and occupied 
the canal zone, closing it for nearly a year before US and Soviet pressure forced them to 
withdraw.
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In Unprecedented Move, Brazil’s Military Leadership Quits After Bolsonaro Sacks Defense 
Minister
by Morgan Artvukhina
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Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro, a former army officer who served under the country’s brutal 
military dictatorship, has aroused new fears that he could attempt to use the military to stay in 
power if he loses next year’s election to the newly vindicated Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, a hugely 
popular leftist and former president.
The three top officers of the Brazilian military tendered their resignations on Tuesday, a day after 
Bolsonaro fired his defense minister amid a sweeping government shakeup.
The joint resignations of army head Edson Leal Pujol, navy head llques Barbosa Junior and air 
force head Antonio Carlos Moretti Bermudez were announced in a Tuesday statement that gave 
no further reasons. However, that morning, they met with the newly minted defense minister, 
Gen. Walter Souza Braga Netto, for the first time. Each has previously butted heads with 
Bolsonaro over various policies, including COVID-19 lockdowns.
“Since 1985, we haven’t had news of such clear intervention of the president with regard to the 
armed forces,” Carlos Melo, a political science professor at Insper University in Sao Paulo, told 
AP. That year was the end of the 21-year military dictatorship, a brutal regime founded on 
assassination and torture that seized power in a 1964 coup d’etat against leftist President Joao 
Goulart engineered and supported by the US government.
However, former Defense Minister Fernando Azevedo e Silva wasn’t the only official Bolsonaro 
fired recently: five other ministers also got the axe or were shuffled into new positions.
Netto, for example, was previously government minister, a position now occupied by General 
Luiz Eduardo Ramos, the former Secretary of State. Former Foreign Affairs Minister Ernesto 
Araujo and former Attorney General Andre Levi have quit, the former amid the fallout of failing to 
secure COVID-19 vaccine purchases abroad, and the latter after refusing to sign Bolsonaro’s 
lawsuit aiming to force three state governors to reverse their COVID-19 lockdowns.
Andre Mendonca, the former justice minister, has taken over for Levi, and figures close to 
Boslonaro have been appointed to fill the open slots.
The shakeup comes amid the near-collapse of Brazil’s health infrastructure as it buckles under a 
COVID-19 outbreak Bolsonaro has refused to decisively address, insisting that the economic 
fallout of lockdowns is worse than the virus itself, which has killed some 312,000 Brazilians so 
far.
The power vacuum has created new fears that Bolsonaro might seek to expand his control over 
the military, which has strongly resisted his attempts to bring it back into Brazilian politics. A 
former army captain during the military dictatorship, Bolsonaro recently invoked the armed 
forces while coming out against COVID-19 lockdowns, telling reporters earlier this month: “my 
army doesn’t go to the street to force people to stay at home.”
In his resignation letter, Azevedo noted he had “preserved the armed forces as state 
institutions,” in reference to his keeping the military out of politics. However, Bolsonaro has 
positioned former military personnel throughout the Brazilian government with 46 
federally-controlled companies and 11 ministries being led by former military men.
Likewise, when Bolsonaro threatened last November to defend the Amazon rainforest from 
raging wildfires with “gunpowder,” the trio of recently resigned military chiefs said in a joint 
statement that the armed forces “do not want to be a part of government policy or politics of the 
National Congress” and that they are “exclusively and exhaustively concerned with military 
matters.”
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According to Brazilian journalist Debora Alvares. three high-ranking government sources, 

including a Supreme Court justice, they fear Bolsonaro is quietly preparing a "front to remain in 
power in 2022, even if he loses the election."
The likelihood he could be evicted from the Presidential Palace in Brasilia next year is now 
greater than ever, after former Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva had his 2018 
conviction overturned by the Brazilian Supreme Court earlier this month, enabling him to run 
against Bolsonaro again. The hugely popular leftist figure’s late removal from the ballot in the 
2018 elections enabled Bolsonaro, then a trailing candidate, to win the election without a 
serious challenger.
A poll published in late February found that Bolsonaro’s popularity is near its lowest point ever, 
with just 32.9% of Brazilians approving of his job as president.
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Pentagon Releases New Inclusion Policies for Transgender Service Members 
by Morgan Artvukhina

The Biden administration has signaled its intent to make LGBTQ human rights part of its 
ideological toolbox for shaping public opinion of its foreign policy, but even as the federal 
government moves to be more inclusive of LGBTQ people, a new wave of discriminatory bills 
laws are being passed in dozens of US states.
The US Department of Defense announced on Wednesday the debut of new policies designed 
to facilitate the inclusion of transgender service members in the US armed forces. The change 
comes nearly four years after former US President Donald Trump banned trans people from 
service.
“Trans rights are human rights, and on this #TransDayOfVisibility, I’m pleased to announce 
we’ve updated DoD policy on the open service of transgender individuals,” Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin tweeted on Wednesday, referring to the March 31 holiday created by trans people 
to celebrate and affirm their identities. “The update reinforces our prior decision to allow 
recruitment, retention, and care of qualified trans individuals.”
When the changes go into effect on April 30, the military will begin providing service members 
with medical support and a path for transitioning while continuing to serve as well as for 
changing their gender marker on documents. The new policy also bans officials from denying 
someone reenlistment or involuntarily discharging them from service on the basis of their 
gender identity.
"These policies are based on the conclusion that open service by transgender persons who are 
subject to the same high standards and procedures as other Service members with regard to 
medical fitness for duty, physical fitness, uniform and grooming standards, deployability, and 
retention is consistent with military service and readiness," the document states.
Sarah Kate Ellis, the president and CEO of LGBTQ advocacy group GLAAD, hailed the move 
as making the US military "more ready, more cohesive, and more equal."
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"President Biden and the Pentagon have moved swiftly and certainly to undo the discriminatory 
and unjust transgender military ban put in place by the former President," Ellis said in a 
statement on Twitter. "This is a great day for America's service members, who deserve a 
commander-in-chief who understands the service and sacrifice that come with putting on the 
uniform of the United States military."
For decades, all LGBTQ people were banned from serving in the US military and discovery 
once in the service was grounds for immediate discharge. In 1994, then-US President Bill 
Clinton directed the services to implement a “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, meaning they stopped 
asking applicants about their sexual orientation, but service members could still be discharged if 
discovered to be LGBTQ.
In 2011, then-President Barack Obama repealed Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, but trans people 
continued to be banned until a separate order in 2016 first allowed them to serve under certain 
strict limitations, including not being allowed to transition in the service. However, after Donald 
Trump took office the following year, he ordered that measure revoked, and while the new ban 
was initially halted by a court order, it eventually took effect in April 2019.
Trump’s revocation accompanied a wide-ranging effort across three government departments - 
Education, Justice, and Health and Human Services - to totally erase trans people from all 
official language and legally define them as their birth-assigned sex. When the US Supreme 
Court ruled in June 2020 that LGBTQ people are protected by laws that prohibit employment 
discrimination on the basis of sex, the Trump administration refused to enforce the change in 
law and until his final days in office implemented new bans on trans people’s equal access to 
facilities.
In the days after US President Joe Biden took office, he issued a sweeping set of executive 
orders that reversed many of Trump’s policies, including those that discriminated against 
LGBTQ people. That included directions to the Pentagon and other relevant agencies to draw 
up plans for undoing the trans military ban, and the new policy unveiled on Wednesday goes 
much further toward including trans people than had even existed before Trump’s tenure. He 
also nominated the first trans candidate to a presidentially-appointed post: Undersecretary of 
Health Dr. Rachel Levine, who was confirmed by the Senate earlier this month.
Twenty other nations also allow trans people to openly serve in their militaries: most are US 
allies, but other nations include Cuba, Bolivia, and Brazil.
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US Grants Iraq 4-Month Sanctions Waiver to Buy Iranian Electricity Amid French Power Plant 
Deal
by Morgan Artvukhina
Washington has put steady pressure on Baghdad since 2018 to reduce its dependency on 
Iranian power imports, but the Kadhimi government has carefully manipulated US policy to win 
concessions while signing new deals with US adversaries including Iran, but also Russia and 
China.
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The US has extended Baghdad’s sanctions waiver by 120 days, allowing Iraq to buy electricity 
from Iran “to meet its short-term energy needs while it takes steps to reduce its dependence on 
Iranian energy imports,” a State Department spokesperson told reporters on Wednesday. It has 
given Iraq such waivers since economic sanctions were reimposed on Tehran in 2018.
The waiver is the first such given by the administration of US President Joe Biden, who took 
office in January. His predecessor, Donald Trump, had shortened the waiver lengths in 2020 of 
as little as 30 days in an effort to increase pressure on Iraq to dissociate itself from Iranian trade, 
which Trump sought to totally strangle as part of his “maximum pressure” campaign. However, 
Iraq’s trade with Iran is extensive and necessary to Iraqi stability, particularly its shaky power 
grid, and with thousands of US troops based in Iraq, Washington can ill afford to totally alienate 
Baghdad.
A 2015 deal Iran signed with the US and six other powers saw Tehran give up its nuclear 
program in exchange for the lowering of strangling economic sanctions. However, in 2018, the 
Trump administration claimed Iran had been violating the deal and the US reimposed its 
sanctions. Although no other nation agreed with Trump’s claims, they still bowed to US 
demands to cut off trade, so Iran began slowly reducing its commitments to deal, such as 
refining more uranium and at higher purities. After Biden took office, it looked like the US would 
return to the deal, but now Washington insists Tehran must make the first move.
The US’ relationship with the Iraqi government also became increasingly precarious under 
Trump. After the US assassinated Iranian Maj. Gen. Qasem Soleimani with a drone strike 
outside Baghdad airport without first notifying the Iraqi government, the country’s parliament 
voted to demand that the 5,300 US troops stationed there should leave. In response, Trump 
threatened to freeze nearly $35 billion in Iraqi oil revenues stored in its New York Federal 
Reserve account.
Last month, airstrikes ordered by Biden against Shiite militias that had attacked a US-lraqi base 
in Erbil were at carefully chosen sites just across the Syrian border “to avoid diplomatic 
blowback to the Iraqi government,” the New York Times put it at the time.
Power Diversification Deals
Iraq imports both electricity and gas to burn for electricity in huge quantities: the 38 million cubic 
meters of gas Iraq imports from Iran are responsible for as much as 45% of its 14,000-megawatt 
daily electrical consumption, and Iraq buys between 1,200 and 1,500 megawatts of electricity, 
according to Pars Today.
In June 2020, Iraq signed a two-year deal with Iran to buy electricity worth an estimated $400 
million. However, Baghdad has its own plans for energy diversification. While sitting on some of 
the world’s largest petroleum reserves, Iraq’s production of oil and the associated natural gas 
are limited by production caps put in place by the OPEC oil consortium.
On Monday, Baghdad announced a major deal with French oil company Total to build 
complexes for treating associated gas - that is, natural gas bound up with crude oil pockets - 
which Iraq typically flares off as waste. According to S&P Global, their combined output will yield 
16.9 million cubic meters of gas for electrical production, or about 40% of what Iraq buys from 
Iran. The deal will also see the construction of a 1,000-megawatt solar farm.
Iraqi President Mustafa al-Kadhimi traveled on Tuesday to Riyadh, where the two nations 
signed a slew of economic deals establishing a $3 billion joint fund for the "benefit of the Saudi
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and Iraqi economies, with the participation of the private sector from both sides," the Saudi 
Press Agency reported.
In addition, Baghdad has also signed a massive deal in November with China’s Zhenhua Oil Co. 
for a $2 billion, five-year oil prepayment scheme. OilPrice.com recently reportedon how Kadhimi 
has deftly played the US to get what he wants via threats to pen deals with Iran, China or 
Russia, which is why Baghdad froze progress on the prepayment plan last month. At the time, 
Iraqi Oil Minister Ihsan Abdul Jabbar told the BBC that the change of plans was due to an 
unexpected rise in oil prices.
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CDC: Annual US Death Rate Spiked by Nearly 16% in 2020 as COVID-19 Became Third 
Leading Cause 
by Gabv Arancibia

Earlier, Rochelle Walensky, the director of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
issued a dire warning that indicated the US is on the verge of experiencing another round of a 
severe COVID-19 outbreak. The concern came as contagious variants of the respiratory 
disease have emerged and several states begin to pull back on restrictions.
The annual death rate in the US increased by nearly 16% in 2020 as the novel coronavirus 
claimed the lives of about 1 in 10 Americans, a new study released on Wednesday by the CDC 
has revealed.
Tracking death rates between 2019 and 2020, CDC officials determined that COVID-19 was the 
third leading cause of death in the US, after being documented as the underlying cause of 
approximately 345,323 deaths, and the contributing cause in another 32,000 deaths in 2020. 
The COVID-19 fatalities were only outnumbered by those caused by heart disease and cancer, 
which killed 690,882 and 598,932 Americans, respectively.
Other conditions such as diabetes, Alzheimer’s disease, stroke, kidney disease and 
unintentional injuries were also responsible for large portions of documented deaths. 
Researchers also found that COVID-19 replaced suicide as one of the top 10 leading causes of 
death.
In total, the deadly COVID-19 disease accounted for 11.3% of all deaths within the US, 
according to the health agency’s data. Officials also highlighted that amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, the US’ overall annual death rate spiked by 15.9% in 2020.
Although 97.3% of the analyzed death certificates indicated that the individual’s death was 
caused by a combination of COVID-19 and at least one other condition, only 5.5% of the 
documented cases had no other listed health conditions.
Overall, the highest annual death rates were reported among men and individuals who were 
aged 85 or older, particularly involving people who were non-Hispanic Black, American Indian 
and Alaskan native.
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However, when it came to COVID-19, CDC officials concluded that while it was both the same 
85 and older crowd and men who were more affected, the study noted the disease affected 
populations who identified as Hispanic, American Indian and Alaskan Native.
The CDC found that the deadliest weeks in 2020 were in the weeks ending April 11 and 
December 26, when 78,917 and 80,656 deaths, respectively, were documented by health 
officials.
Researchers stated in the findings that such CDC reports are typically released to the public 
about 11 months after the closing of the calendar year, however, due to “improvements in 
timeliness and the pressing need for updated, quality data,” officials were able to publish their 
conclusions ahead of schedule.
Latest figures released by Johns Hopkins University indicate the US has confirmed roughly 
551,503 COVID-19 deaths to date. The university’s tracking also reveals that the Land of the 
Free currently has a positivity ratio of 4.76%, with cases rising in Michigan, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Florida and New Jersey.
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Two Capitol Police Officers File Lawsuit Against Trump Over Deadly January Insurrection 
by Gabv Arancibia

The storming of the Capitol by supporters of former US President Donald Trump prompted the 
arrests of hundreds of loyalists who violently broke past security barriers, and attacked multiple 
officers stationed at the federal building. The January 6 event claimed the lives of at least five 
individuals, including law enforcement officials.
Two individuals enlisted in the US Capitol Police recently filed a lawsuit against Trump, accusing 
the former commander-in-chief of encouraging thousands of his supporters to overrun the 
Capitol while lawmakers worked to confirm the results of the 2020 election.
The lawsuit, which was filed in Washington, DC on Tuesday by Officers James Blassingame 
and Sidney Hemby, marks the first time that a legal complaint has been filed against Trump by 
law enforcement officials. Blassingame has worked as a Capitol Police officer for 17 years, 
whereas Hemby has been on the force for 11 years.
“Both United States Capitol Police Officers reported for duty on January 6, 2021, without any 
suspicion that they would soon become the targets of Trump’s followers,” the suit reads.
The legal complaint explains that Trump’s supporters carried out the attack over their belief that 
storming the Capitol was their last chance to stop the former president from being booted out of 
the White House.
“The insurrectionist mob, which Trump had inflamed, encouraged, incited, directed, and aided 
and abetted, forced its way over and past the plaintiffs and their fellow officers, pursuing and 
attacking them inside and outside the United States Capitol, and causing the injuries 
complained of herein,” the lawsuit reads.
Blassingame suffered injuries to his head and back as the events unfolded at the building, and 
has since experienced back pain, insomnia and depression, the lawsuit describes, adding that
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the officer saw rioters using their firsts and others weapons such as flagpoles, water bottles and 
directional signs to attack authorities.
The officer, who is Black, also noted in the filing that he lost count of how many times members 
of the violent crowd used racial slurs against him.
“He is haunted by the memory of being attacked, and of the sensory impacts - the sights, 
sounds, smells and even tastes of the attack remain close to the surface,” the lawsuit notes. “He 
experiences guilt of being unable to help his colleagues who were simultaneously being 
attacked; and of surviving where other colleagues did not.”
As for Hemby, he remains under physical therapy after having suffered neck and back injuries, 
and has “struggled to manage the emotional fallout from being relentlessly attacked,” according 
to the suit.
In the aftermath of the insurrection, Gus Papathanasiou, who serves as the chairman of the US 
Capitol Police Labor Committee, revealed that about 140 officers with the Capitol and 
Metropolitan Police departments had sustained injuries during the riot.
Those injuries ranged from minor bruises to burns, rib fractures and concussions. Officials also 
indicated a case of a mild heart attack was also reported. It was later revealed that one officer, 
Brain Sicknick, died later that night after succumbing to his injuries. In the days that followed, 
reports surfaced that two officers had committed suicide after the riot.
Both Blassingame and Hemby are each seeking compensatory damages of at least $75,000, 
along with undisclosed punitive damages from Trump.
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Video: Biden Nearly Slips Again While Scaling Air Force One Stairs Ahead of Pittsburgh Trip 
Jonathan Ernst 
by Gaby Arancibia

US President Joe Biden previously stole headlines after falling three times while walking up the 
airstairs to Air Force One ahead of an earlier scheduled trip to Atlanta, Georgia. The stumble 
was later written off as a simple mishap that did not even require medical attention.
Biden was declared “just fine” by White House staff on Wednesday after video footage showed 
the commander-in-chief having a minor entanglement with the Air Force One airstairs ahead of 
his highly anticipated trip to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Video recordings of the incident show Biden sporting a tan trench coat, with an umbrella in one 
hand and his briefcase in the other, all while carefully walking up the rain-soaked stairs. It’s safe 
to say the amount of rain pouring down was much more than a slight drizzle.
However, as Biden managed to make his way toward the plane’s door, the president is seen 
nearly missing a step but managing to quickly recompose himself. Despite the trip-up, Biden did 
successfully make it to the entryway.
Nearly two weeks before the Wednesday incident, Biden triggered a chorus of gasps and sent 
eyebrows into a startled expression after tripping not one or twice, but three timeswhile boarding 
the presidential plane.
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Moments after the incident grabbed the attention of many eagle-eyed reporters and spectators, 
Kate Bedingfield, who serves as the White House communications director, cleared the air and 
noted that Biden was a-okay.
“I know folks have seen that President Biden slipped on his way up the stairs to AF1,” she 
acknowledged at the time, adding, “I’m happy to report that he is just fine, and did not even 
require any attention from the medical team who travels with him.”
At the time, the Biden-airstair encounter was largely blamed on the day’s strong winds as White 
House Deputy Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre also told pool reporters that she had nearly 
taken a tumble herself while ascending the stairway.
Although Biden was declared “fine” after the initial stumble, the misstep quickly drew concerns 
over the president’s well-being and raised questions on whether or not he is fit to serve in the 
White House. A Rasmussen poll previously indicated that half of individuals polled believed that 
Biden was not “physically and mentally up to the job.”
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Princess Anne Was Alleged Royal Who Inquired About Archie’s Skin Tone, Says Lady Colin
Campbell
by Gabv Arancibia

Earlier, Oprah Winfrey's bombshell interview with Prince Harry and Meghan, Duchess of 
Sussex, revealed that a senior member of the Royal Family had raised questions about the skin 
tone of the couple's unborn child, Archie. The pair did not name that individual.
Lady Colin Campbell, a 71-year-old British socialite who has written several books about the 
UK's Royal Family, has alleged that the individual who inquired about Archie's complexion was 
none other than Princess Anne.
The royal insider alleged in the latest episode of her podcast "Chatting With Lady C" that the 
sole daughter of Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip had been at the root of the explosive 
revelation.
Campbell, however, later chalked up the remarks as being the result of a "misunderstanding" 
regarding the differences between the British and American public. "There were no concerns 
about Meghan's colour", the author claimed.
"Princess Anne was rightly concerned that if the marriage proceeded and there were children 
there would be huge problems, not because of Meghan's colour, but because of Meghan's 
inability and determination to remain unable to appreciate the cultural differences", the socialite 
stated.
"Nobody is the guilty party in terms of racism, but Princess Anne was the champion in terms of 
'don't marry that girl, she is unsuitable, she is wrong for the country, wrong for the job'. Well, it's 
turned out to be true".
Campbell went on to say during the nearly 38-minute podcast that Princess Anne was growing 
concerned about whether or not Meghan had "respect for the institution into which she was 
marrying, and the family in which she was marrying".
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Additionally, Campbell stated that Princess Anne had been one of the first to object to Harry and 
Meghan's union on the grounds of "conduct and character". She subsequently stated that three 
sources confirmed to her that Anne's concerns were "twisted".
The writer, who is also known as simply Lady C, further indicated that while she is "not friends" 
with Princess Anne, the pair have met "a few times".
Although Harry and Meghan revealed that a member of the Royal Family had inquired about the 
complexion of their unborn child's skin, the pair did not let slip which senior individual uttered the 
remarks. Following the interview, Harry informed Winfrey that the royal in question was neither 
Queen Elizabeth nor Prince Philip.
In the wake of the interview, Buckingham Palace released a statement and stated that "the 
whole family is saddened to learn the full extent of how challenging the last few years have 
been for Harry and Meghan". They further noted that they would be addressing the racial issues 
raised in the interview "privately".
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Watch: 'Smuggler' Seen Dropping Ecuadorian Toddlers Over US-Mexico Border, Into New 
Mexico
by Evan Craighead

Earlier this week, a senior US law enforcement official told Reuters that many US authorities 
based around the US-Mexico border have paused anti-cartel investigations and operations due 
to a new reporting law that "jeopardizes [US] sources and methods." The new policy allegedly 
makes it so "Mexican law enforcement can’t help" their US counterparts.
Two Ecuadorian sisters, aged 3 and 5 years old, were placed in US Border Patrol custody 
earlier this week after they were dropped from a 14-foot US-Mexico border wall near Mt. Cristo 
Rey, New Mexico.
"On Tuesday evening, a Santa Teresa agent utilizing camera technology observed a smuggler 
dropping two young children from the top of the approximately 14-foot-high border barrier," a 
Wednesday release from the US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) detailed.
"Immediately after both children landed on the ground, two smugglers immediately fled the area 
and abandoned the helpless little girls on the north side of the international boundary line."
Said video was also released by US authorities.
Be advised, the footage below contains scenes some may find disturbing.
Responding Border Patrol agents reportedly administered aid to the girls, who were both "alert." 
They were later "transported to a local hospital for precautionary reasons and further 
evaluation."
The CBP claims the girls have since been cleared and will remain in "temporary holding" until 
they receive "placement" by the US Department of Health and Human Services.
“I’m appalled by the way these smugglers viciously dropped innocent children from a 14-foot 
border barrier last night. If not for the vigilance of our Agents using mobile technology, these two
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tender-aged siblings would have been exposed to the harsh elements of desert environment for 
hours,” El Paso Sector Chief Patrol Agent Gloria I. Chavez said in a quoted statement.
Chavez noted US border authorities are working with their Mexican counterparts to attempt to 
identify the "ruthless human smugglers" and "hold" them accountable to the fullest extent of the 
law."
As the US grapples with an ongoing surge of migrants from Central America, a senior US 
Border Patrol official told BorderReport last week that the issue has become compounded by 
cartels and "transnational criminal organizations" that are now charging "every single person 
that comes across the border."
A Tuesday report from Reuters cited US and Mexican officials who claimed the cartel is 
benefiting the most from a new law that has impeded on-the-ground operations - like drug lab 
raids.
"Most of our most important cases are at a standstill," an unnamed US law enforcement official 
told the outlet. "If we have to report our sources to their foreign ministry, it jeopardizes our 
sources and methods. The system is set up intentionally now so that Mexican law enforcement 
can’t help us."
It is worth noting the said security law was passed by Mexico's Congress in late 2020, about a 
year after former Mexican Defense Minister Salvador Cienfuegos Zepada's December 2019 
arrest in Los Angeles, California, on drug trafficking charges that were later dropped.
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Capitol Hill Offices Given 'All Clear' as US Police Continue to Investigate 'Suspicious Package' 
by Evan Craighead

Individuals inside Rayburn House Office Building - a congressional office building for the US 
House of Representatives in Washington, DC - were ordered to evacuate on Wednesday, 
following reports of a "suspicious package" outside Rayburn 2043.
The US Capitol Police (USCP) is continuing to investigate the origins and details surrounding 
the "suspicious package" abandoned in the office building.
At the same time, those previously evacuated have been given an 'all clear' signal to resume 
their regular duties in the Rayburn House Office Building.
"The USCP has cleared the incident with the Suspicious Package located inside the Rayburn 
House Office Building outside of room 2043," authorities announced. "The area has reopened 
and any associated door closures will clear momentarily. USCP is continuing to investigate."
"All staff and other personnel are directed to remain in their assembly area until further notice. 
There are no road closures at this time," US Capitol Police said in their initial Wednesday 
afternoon alert.
NBC reporter Scott MacFarlane noted the room in question is a "floor-level meeting room." 
Furthermore, the reports come at a time when visitors are not permitted in the Rayburn House 
Office Building.
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Video: Fort Bragg Issues Plea as Reports of Equipment Theft Surge at US Military Installation 
by Evan Craighead

Located in North Carolina, Fort Bragg is a US Army installation that is home to the US Army 
Forces Command, Army Reserve Command and the Womack Army Medical Center. Earlier this 
month, the installation held a virtual town hall to update the public on a number of topics, 
ranging from COVID-19 to larceny.
About halfway through the town hall, Chief Jeffrey Gassaway, assistant police chief at the Fort 
Bragg Law Enforcement Center, diverged from his slideshow presentation for a moment to 
discuss "larceny of government property," which has become "one of the major crimes that we 
have both on and off the installation."
He went on to highlight that, per US military regulations, one's TA-50 - US Army-issued gear 
given to soldiers in a unit - cannot be stored in one's vehicle at any time.
Gassaway revealed that Fort Bragg authorities have begun working with local law enforcement 
following the build-up of off-site larceny reports.
"There are several reports being done daily for all my TA-50 being stolen," he said, warning 
commanders and first sergeants that soldiers can be charged under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice if TA-50 is stolen out of their car.
"If you report larceny of government property, and we find out through the investigation that, that 
property was stored in your vehicle, you are also subject to Article 92 violation," Gassaway 
stated.
According to the chief, the military gear lifted from Fort Bragg is being resold.
"We have thousands and thousands of dollars of [government] property being taken off this 
installation and sold other places," he concluded.
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That's a Wrap: CBP Canine Sniffs Out $60K Worth of Fentanyl Stuffed in Burritos - Photoby 
Evan Craighead

According to the US Customs and Border Protection (CBP), smugglers presume food will mask 
their drugs' scent and "throw off canines and their handlers." However, "canines have the ability 
to detect a target odor among a myriad of other odors," the agency claims.
An unnamed, 37-year-old legal resident of the US was arrested on Monday after CBP officers at 
the Yuma Sector immigration checkpoint discovered at least 5 pounds (2.3 kilograms) of 
fentanyl pills wrapped in breakfast burritos.
A Tuesday release from the law enforcement agency detailed that a canine and his handler 
approached the 37-year-old man's Chevrolet Tahoe around 3:00 p.m. local time.
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After the dog alerted to the vehicle, the driver was then directed to a secondary inspection area, 
where the canine then alerted to a black backpack inside the SUV.
Upon further inspection, agents "discovered several small packages containing fentanyl pills 
that were stuffed inside breakfast burritos."
"The packages of fentanyl had a combined weight of just over five pounds with an estimated 
street value of nearly $60,000," according to the release. The fentanyl was reportedly seized 
and processed by the CBP.
The charges leveled against the arrested 37-year-old were not made public.
News of this canine-assisted bust comes shortly after a CBP canine aided officers at New York's 
Peace Bridge Cargo Facility in the seizure of 1,227 pounds (557 kilograms) of marijuana.
"A CBP canine search produced an alert on the pallets inside and a subsequent physical 
inspection revealed multiple vacuum-sealed packages contained within the pallets," the March 
29 release detailed.
"The contents of the vacuum-sealed packages field-tested positive for the properties of 
marijuana and have an estimated street value of more than $2.4 million dollars."
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US-China Trade War Increases Efforts by Beijing to Steal Tech, Taiwanese Officials Say

The Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC) is the world’s largest and most 
technologically-advanced semiconductor foundry that maintains half of the global market for 
contract chip manufacturing.
The Taiwanese government reported on Wednesday that the rise of the US-China trade war has 
caused increased efforts by Beijing to infiltrate Taiwan’s thriving and world-leading chip industry. 
Hu Mu Yuan, the deputy head of Taiwan’s National Security Bureau, told Reuters “the Chinese 
communists are stealing other countries’ intellectual property to boost their own power.” He 
highlighted that not only is the effort affecting Taiwan, but also Japan and South Korea.
The government official warned that China has attempted to skirt around preventative 
Taiwanese laws by setting up front companies on the island nation. Taiwan believes that these 
efforts are in an attempt to steal technology and poach talent.
At a parliamentary committee meeting, Taiwan’s Economy Minister Wang Mei Hua stated that 
because the ongoing US-China trade dispute has “obstructed” the “development of mainland 
China’s semiconductor industry,” officials in China are tapping “poaching” and infiltration tactics 
“in order to achieve self-sufficiency in the supply chain.”
Wang explained that such efforts “are the quickest way for mainland China” to boost its industry. 
Last year, China’s leading global tech giant, Huawei Technologies Ltd., suffered economically 
because of US sanctions. TSMC, which received 14% of its revenue from a semiconductor 
owned by Huawei, stopped doing business with the company under pressure from the US 
government. In 2019, seven American companies accounted for over half of TSMC’s global 

revenue.
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At an industry conference. Richard Yu, president of Huawei’s consumer unit, said,
“Unfortunately, in the second round of US sanctions, our chip producers only accepted orders 
until May 15,” and that due to Huawei’s inability to produce their own, there were “no chips and 
no supply” therefore production halted in September that same year.
Earlier this month, the Biden administration labeled Huawei and four other Chinese tech firms 
as a threat to national security. Huawei has continued to deny accusations that it facilitates 
Chinese spying, and has instead accused Washington of using national security as an excuse to 
stop competition in the tech industry.
An October 2020 report from the Center for Strategic and International Studies states the US 
maintains interest that Taiwan remains integrated into the global economy, and continues to 
serve as a provider of global public goods. As a result, US-Taiwan relations have greatly 
increased over the past few years, which has in turn fueled the already high tensions between 
the island and China.
As reported by Reuters, Hu believes that “preventing Taiwan’s key technology and high-tech 
personnel from being infiltrated by the ‘red supply chain’ has become an important task to 
protect our industry’s competitiveness and ensure our economic security.” The so-called “red 
supply chain” is a reference to the color of China’s ruling party.
It is unclear how China may respond to allegations voiced by Taiwan’s officials that it has 
engaged in the intentional poaching of the island nation’s tech insiders. Earlier this week, the 
country announced tax breaks to increase semiconductor development in response to US 
sanctions.
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Study Offers First Analysis of China’s Global Lending Habits, Calls for More Transparency

Since the early 2000s, the Chinese government and its banks have lent record amounts of 
money to governments in low and middle-income countries, making China the world’s largest 
official creditor.
A new report published on Wednesday presented the first systematic analysis of China’s foreign 
lending terms, offering many examples where China’s state-owned entities maximized 
commercial leverage over their borrowers and secured repayment priority over other creditors. 
The study, titled “How China Lends,” was co-published by AidData at William & Mary, the Kiel 
Institute for the World Economy and the Peterson Institute for International Economics. 
Researchers collected and analyzed 100 contracts between Chinese state-owned entities and 
government borrowers in 24 developing countries, 11 of which were in Africa and most of whom 
participated in the Belt and Road Initiative.
The findings showed a widespread use of what the authors referred to as the “no Paris Club” 
and the “no comparability of treatment” clause, which prohibit the borrower country from 
restructuring their debt in coordination with Paris Club creditors and/or creating comparable 
terms with them. The Paris Club refers to an informal group of officials from 22 major creditor
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companies whose role is to find sustainable solutions for payment difficulties experienced by 
debtor countries.
The analysis also claimed unusual confidentiality clauses which bar borrowers from revealing 
the terms and existence of debt. China’s contracts are shown to have become more secretive 
over time with a confidentiality clause included in every contract of the dataset since 2014.
The loans, worth over $35 billion, came from Export-Import Bank of China and CDB - China’s 
biggest development banks, and from China’s state-owned commercial banks and enterprises 
and the central government. It was reported in the study that the banks were “muscular” and 
commerciallv-savvv lenders, using tactics such as asking borrowers for an informal source of 
collateral in the form of bank accounts with minimum cash balance requirements.
There has been international skepticism about China’s overseas investments, especially from 
the United States, which has accused Beijing of deliberately using a tactic known as debt-trap 
diplomacy. Beijing has denied these claims but according to Brad Parks, AidData’s executive 
director and a co-author of the report, “non-Chinese creditors are increasingly reluctant to 
renegotiate repayment terms until they know more about China’s claims.”
It is not only China whose loan contracts have remained secretive. Almost all official 
Organizations for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) lenders and non-OECD 
lenders have not publicly released the text of their loan contracts, nor do debtor governments. In 
its conclusion, the study highlighted the need for greater transparency in sovereign lending, 
calling on Cameroon’s debt contracts as a basis for benchmarking.
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Footage Captures Moment Saudi F-15 Fighter Jet Destroys Houthi ‘Suicide Drone’

There has been an increase in airborne assaults on Saudi Arabia from Houthi-claimed missiles, 
even after a call for ceasefire. After an attack on the kingdom’s capital of Riyadh, Saudi officials 
vowed deterrent action to defend its oil exports.
A newly surfaced video captures the dramatic encounter on a mountainous terrain where a 
Saudi F-15 fighter jet intercepted a Qased-series drone claimed to have been launched by the 
Houthis.
The footage shows soldiers in an undisclosed area as a so-called “suicide drone” flies high in 
the sky before a missile hurtles into sight and explodes in the airspace nearby. The force of the 
explosion sends the drone plummeting to the ground.
Afterwards, a Saudi F-15 fighter jet is seen flying into the airspace where the drone had just 
been.
This attack is the latest in a series of airborne assaults that the kingdom has blamed on Houthi 
rebels.
Houthi missile and drone attacks on the kingdom have grown common in recent months but 
have rarely caused damage. Last month, the Saudi-led military coalition claimed the Houthis 
launched a ballistic missile toward Riyadh, and last week, the Kingdom said that a projectile 
fired by Houthi rebels had caused a fire at an oil terminal in the port city of Jazan.
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Early last week, Saudi Arabia proposed an UN-sponsored ceasefire for the yearslong civil war in 
Yemen, but has only been met with more attacks. Another Houthi-claimed missile struck an oil 
tank in Jizan, causing it to explode and catch fire. The kingdom has condemned the attacks and 
vowed “deterrent action.”
US President Joe Biden announced last month that he was ending US support for the war in 
Yemen, revoking the Houthi rebels’ listing as a terrorist group. Biden stressed the US would 
continue to help Saudi Arabia defend itself against outside attacks, but claimed in a speech at 
the US State Department that the war “has to end.”
Although the US has claimed proof that Iran is arming Houthis. the rebel group continues to 
claim accountability for the attacks while Tehran denies having any hand in them. Houthis 
overran Yemen’s capital in 2014, forcing authority figures into exile and have been at war ever 
since.
In 2015, a Saudi-led coalition launched an air campaign against the rebels at the request of 
President Abdrabuh Mansour Hadi. However, the Houthis continue to maintain control over a 
vast part of the country's north, including the capital of Sanaa.
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RPT - US Pacifists Say Appeal for Better Ties With Russia Prompted by Biden’s Attacks on 
Putin

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - An appeal of 27 US pacifist groups for constructive 
relations with Russia came as a reaction to President Joe Biden’s verbal attack on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin denounced by the signatories as a reckless escalation that has made a 
global conflict more likely, activists told Sputnik.
The signatories vow more action to raise public awareness, but admit they are outnumbered 
and underrepresented in the United States, where, as they put it, political party divisions dictate 
which major foreign country, Russia or China, would be to blame and hate amid an increasing 
complacency in the face of a possible nuclear confrontation.
"I think it’s incredibly dangerous for the leader of one of the two countries that have 90 percent 
of the nuclear weapons - enough to destroy the world many times over - to be recklessly 
demonizing, denouncing the leader of the other country. It’s a step backwards, it’s a step down 
even from recent behavior in the US government," David Swanson from the organization World 
Beyond War said.
The United States and Russia reached a new low in their relations after Biden answered 
affirmatively to a question during an interview if he believes that Putin is a killer and threatened 
the Russian leader by saying he will "pay a price." Russia recalled its ambassador from 
Washington for consultations in a rare diplomatic gesture.
"On the one hand, it seems trivial - name calling... but it’s provocative. Here we are without any 
buffer in Eastern Europe anymore with NATO expanded right up to Russia with missiles, troops, 
arms in place. To be making such statements, which most US Presidents during Cold War 
would not have made... Why? Why risk provoking a war with a nuclear government in order to
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get applause from a few people for calling someone a name. It just seems incredibly 
dangerous," Swanson said.
Wbrld Beyond \Afer joined 26 like-minded groups in urging the Biden administration via a 
statement to "stop participating in such reckless rhetorical exchanges and to instead vigorously 
pursue nuclear-arms negotiations with the Russian government." The statement was published 
on Tuesday.
"We signed this statement along with other groups because we are outraged at Joe Biden’s and 
Secretary [of State Antony] Biinken's comments to the Chinese and directly to Vladimir Putin. 
The idea of Biden calling Vladimir Putin soulless and a killer while the United States has 
unleashed war after war during my lifetime... is just unbelievable," Bruce Gagnon, Coordinator 
of Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space.
Gagnon said he heard Putin's answer to Biden in which the Russian president said, "When we 
were kids, we would say what you say is what you are."
"I think it’s very true. Martin Luther King said famously that United States’ soul was in deep 
trouble because of its endless wars... And we are still out there spending more money than the 
world combined for these wars," Gagnon said.
Ganon noted that the White House is yet to respond to the initiative and said he doubted if it will 
ever do. He also promised "more action" and called for increasing the level of Americans’ 
understanding about the growing US aggressiveness toward China, Russia and Iran.
"I think that the fact that there were 27 groups who really stood out is a very important sign in a 
good direction," Ganon said. "What we have in common hopefully is greater understanding 
about the dangers of this unrestrained US aggressiveness today as it begins to lose its 
dominance globally as we see more of the multipolar world developing where many countries 
are saying they want to be included in the process of making decisions."
Swanson lamented the failure of the US public in general to recognize the peril of nuclear war.
"I think people have lived with the nuclear risk for so long that they think it was fake news, a 
scam. Look, we have lived 0.0001 percent of human history without being destroyed by the 
nuclear weapons, it must have been a joke, they must have been kidding us, we are going to 
survive just fine. And the nuclear risk is greater than ever," he said.
Swanson criticized the Democratic and Republican parties for pursuing either anti-Russian or 
anti-Chinese policies and indoctrinating their followers accordingly.
"At this point you have a large percentage of people, who identify with the Democratic Party, 
believing that Russia is to blame for everything bad in the world and a significant percentage of 
those, who identify with the Republican Party, believing the same thing about China. Depending 
which party you identify with you have to pick which foreign country to hate," he said. "And it’s 
very, very dangerous. These are countries with nuclear weapons."
Swanson added the majority of Congress members who take any sort of steps at all in the 
direction of peace are Democrats, but they are handful compared to the entire Congress.
The Russian Embassy in Washington said it continues to receive "dozens" of letters from 
Americans regretting Biden’s statements and supporting better relations between the countries.
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RPT - Swiss Ambassador to US Assaulted by Intruder in Washington - Embassy

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The Ambassador of Switzerland to the United States 
Jacques Pitteloud was assaulted by an intruder in his home in Washington, DC, the Swiss 
Embassy said in a statement to Sputnik.
"On Monday, March 29, 2021, an individual attempted to gain access to the residence of the 
Ambassador of Switzerland to the US, was denied entry, and subsequently jumped the exterior 
security fence of the Embassy grounds," the Swiss Embassy said on Wednesday.
The intruder was arrested by the US Secret Service and the Washington Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD), the statement said.
The Swiss Embassy did not provide any details on the suspect, but US media identified him as 
Christian David Mandeville from the US state of Oregon.
"Neither Ambassador Pitteloud nor any Embassy staff were harmed in this incident," the Swiss 
Embassy said, expressing gratitude to the police for quick their response.
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US Pacifists Say Appeal for Better Ties With Russia Prompted by Biden’s Attacks on Putin

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - An appeal of 27 US pacifist groups for constructive 
relations with Russia came as a reaction to President Joe Biden’s verbal attack on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin denounced by the signatories as a reckless escalation that has made a 
global conflict more likely, activists told Sputnik.
The signatories vow more action to raise public awareness, but admit they are outnumbered 
and underrepresented in the United States, where, as they put it, political party divisions dictate 
which major foreign country, Russia or China, would be to blame and hate amid an increasing 
complacency in the face of a possible nuclear confrontation.
"I think it's incredibly dangerous for the leader of one of the two countries that have 90 percent 
of the nuclear weapons - enough to destroy the world many times over - to be recklessly 
demonizing, denouncing the leader of the other country. It’s a step backwards, it’s a step down 
even from recent behavior in the US government," David Swanson from the organization World 
Beyond War said.
The United States and Russia reached a new low in their relations after Biden answered 
affirmatively to a question during an interview if he believes that Putin is a killer and threatened 
the Russian leader by saying he will "pay a price." Russia recalled its ambassador from 
Washington for consultations in a rare diplomatic gesture.
"On the one hand, it seems trivial - name calling... but it’s provocative. Here we are without any 
buffer in Eastern Europe anymore with NATO expanded right up to Russia with missiles, troops, 
arms in place. To be making such statements, which most US Presidents during Cold \Afar 
would not have made... Why? Why risk provoking a war with a nuclear government in order to
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get applause from a few people for calling someone a name. It just seems incredibly 
dangerous," Swanson said.
Wbrld Beyond \Afer joined 26 like-minded groups in urging the Biden administration via a 
statement to "stop participating in such reckless rhetorical exchanges and to instead vigorously 
pursue nuclear-arms negotiations with the Russian government." The statement was published 
on Tuesday.
"We signed this statement along with other groups because we are outraged at Joe Biden’s and 
Secretary [of State Antony] Biinken's comments to the Chinese and directly to Vladimir Putin. 
The idea of Biden calling Vladimir Putin soulless and a killer while the United States has 
unleashed war after war during my lifetime... is just unbelievable," Bruce Gagnon, Coordinator 
of Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space.
Gagnon said he heard Putin's answer to Biden in which the Russian president said, "When we 
were kids, we would say what you say is what you are."
"I think it’s very true. Martin Luther King said famously that United States’ soul was in deep 
trouble because of its endless wars... And we are still out there spending more money than the 
world combined for these wars," Gagnon said.
Ganon noted that the White House is yet to respond to the initiative and said he doubted if it will 
ever do. He also promised "more action" and called for increasing the level of Americans’ 
understanding about the growing US aggressiveness toward China, Russia and Iran.
"I think that the fact that there were 27 groups who really stood out is a very important sign in a 
good direction," Ganon said. "What we have in common hopefully is greater understanding 
about the dangers of this unrestrained US aggressiveness today as it begins to lose its 
dominance globally as we see more of the multipolar world developing where many countries 
are saying they want to be included in the process of making decisions."
Swanson lamented the failure of the US public in general to recognize the peril of nuclear war.
"I think people have lived with the nuclear risk for so long that they think it was fake news, a 
scam. Look, we have lived 0.0001 percent of human history without being destroyed by the 
nuclear weapons, it must have been a joke, they must have been kidding us, we are going to 
survive just fine. And the nuclear risk is greater than ever," he said.
Swanson criticized the Democratic and Republican parties for pursuing either anti-Russian or 
anti-Chinese policies and indoctrinating their followers accordingly.
"At this point you have a large percentage of people, who identify with the Democratic Party, 
believing that Russia is to blame for everything bad in the world and a significant percentage of 
those, who identify with the Republican Party, believing the same thing about China. Depending 
which party you identify with you have to pick which foreign country to hate," he said. "And it’s 
very, very dangerous. These are countries with nuclear weapons."
Swanson added the majority of Congress members who take any sort of steps at all in the 
direction of peace are Democrats, but they are handful compared to the entire Congress.
The Russian Embassy in Washington said it continues to receive "dozens" of letters from 
Americans regretting Biden’s statements and supporting better relations between the countries.
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US Awards Boeing $1.6Bln for 11 Maritime Patrol Aircraft - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US aerospace giant Boeing won more than $1.6 billion to 
build nearly a dozen maritime patrol aircraft for the American and Australian navies, the 
Defense Department said in a statement.
"The Boeing Co., Seattle, Washington, is awarded a $1,624,757,540 modification to a previously 
awarded fixed-price-incentive-fee contract... for the production and delivery of 11 P-8A Lot 12 
production aircraft; nine for the Navy and two for the government of Australia," the release said 
on Wednesday.
The Poseidon P-8A provides anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities, according to the US Navy.
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Six Vote Loser Withdraws Election Challenge in Iowa - US House Committee Chief

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Democratic candidate Rita Hart, who lost a congressional 
election in the US state of Iowa by only six votes last November, has withdrawn her challenge to 
the contest's outcome, Committee on House Administration Chairperson Zoe Lofgren said in a 
statement.
"I understand that candidate Rita Hart has withdrawn her contest," Lofgren said in her statement 
on Wednesday. "The contest before the Committee on House Administration was proceeding 
under the Federal Contested Election Act, which requires a contestant. There being no 
contestant, there is no longer a contest."
The Committee would therefore recommend that the whole House of Representatives dispose 
of the contest and adopt a dismissal resolution reported out by the Committee, Lofgren added.
In the November general election, Republican Mariannette Miller-Meeks defeated Hart in Iowa's 
2nd district in the closest race of 2020. She received 196,964 votes - six votes more than her 
opponent Hart.
However, Hart later claimed the vote count missed 22 additional ballots that were tossed away 
because of issues with the envelope.
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Biden Rolls Out $2Trln Infrastructure Upgrade Plan, Corporate Tax Hikes

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden unveiled a $2 trillion plan to 
drastically upgrade the country’s infrastructure with funding expected to come from a proposed 
increase in taxes on large corporations.
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"I am convinced that if we act now in 50 years people are going to look back and say This was 
the moment that America won the future’. What I am proposing is one-time capital investment of 
roughly $2 trillion in America's future spread largely over eight years,” Biden said in his speech 
in Pittsburgh.
This is Biden's second large economic initiative after the $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package, 
dubbed America Rescue Plan.
The infrastructure project calls for investing $621 billion in transportation, $580 billion in 
manufacturing, research and job training, $313 billion in schools and housing, $111 billion in 
water facilities, $100 billion in digital infrastructure. Another $400 million are expected to be 
spent on home care workers.
Biden’s plan seeks to modernize 20,000 miles of various roads, fix ten “most economically 
significant bridges in the country” and repair another 10,000 smaller ones. It will replace 
thousands of buses and rail cars, repair hundreds of stations, renew airports, and expand transit 
and rail into new communities
Other proposals offer to eliminate all lead pipes in US drinking water systems and bring cheap 
high-speed Internet connection to every American. Biden envisages 500,000 charging stations 
for electric vehicles, “fully green grid” and tax rebates to make clean cars affordable to every 
American family.
“It’s a once in a generation investment in America. Unlike anything we have seen or done since 
we have built the interstate highway system and the space race decades ago. The largest 
American jobs investment since \Aforld \Afar II,” Biden said.
"We will create millions of jobs, good-paying jobs will grow the economy, make us more 
competitive around the world, promote our national security interests and put us in a position to 
win the global competition with China in the upcoming years. It’s big yes, it’s bold yes. And we 
can get it done,” he added.
To fund the initiative, Biden proposed to raise the corporate income tax to 28 from 21 percent, 
introduce the global tax of 21 percent and eliminate deductions for offshoring businesses. He 
also vowed that no American earning less than $400,000 per year will see a tax hike.
The White House cited in its fact sheet a recent study which found that 91 Fortune 500 
companies paid $0 in federal taxes on US income in 2018.
"President Biden believes that profitable corporations should not be able to get away with 
paying little or no tax by shifting jobs and profits overseas. President Biden’s plan will reward 
investment at home, stop profit shifting, and ensure other nations won’t gain a competitive edge 
by becoming tax havens,” the fact sheet said.
Biden said that he is open to negotiations with the Republican opposition to iron out details of 
his initiative.
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Blinken, Ukraine Counterpart Discuss Security Situation in Donbas - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba discussed the security situation in Donbas during a phone call, 
State Department spokesperson Ned Price said in a statement.
"He expressed concern about the security situation in eastern Ukraine and offered condolences 
on the recent loss of four Ukrainian soldiers," Price said on Wednesday. "The Secretary affirmed 
the United States’ unwavering support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity in the 
face of Russia’s ongoing aggression in the Donbas."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov earlier in the day said there is a need to pressure Kiev to 
halt provocations in Donbas. Russian officials have repeatedly denied interfering in Ukraine's 
internal affairs.
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Ex-NGAAnalyst Pleads Guilty to Leaking Classified Information - US Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Aformer US Air Force enlisted man and former National 
Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA) analyst has admitted leaking classified information to the 
media, the Department of Justice announced in a press release.
"Aformer intelligence analyst and former military service member pleaded guilty today to 
illegally obtaining classified national defense information and disclosing it to a reporter," the 
release said on Wednesday.
Daniel Everette Hale, 31, of Nashville, Tennessee, served as an enlisted airman in the US Air 
Force from July 2009 to July 2013. After receiving language and intelligence training, Hale later 
worked as an intelligence analyst for a defense contractor at the National Geospatial 
Intelligence Agency, the release said.
"Hale has now admitted what the evidence at trial would have conclusively shown: that he took 
classified documents from his work at the NGA, documents he had no right to retain, and that 
he sent them to a reporter, knowing all along that what he was doing was against the law,” 
Assistant US Attorney General John Demers said in the release.
In February 2014, while working at the NGA, Hale printed six classified documents unrelated to 
his work and soon after exchanged a series of messages with a reporter. Hale pleaded guilty to 
retention and transmission of national defense information, and he faces a maximum penalty of 
10 years in prison when sentenced, the release said.
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Senators Seek Records on US Surveillance of Chinese Associate of Hunter Biden

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Senators Chuck Grassley and Ron Johnson requested 
access to records of US intelligence surveillance of a Chinese operative who reportedly paid
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Hunter Biden $1 million for legal representation, according to a letter to Attorney General 
Merrick Garland.
"It’s imperative that Congress better understand the relationship Ye Jianming, Gongwen Dong 
and Patrick Ho had between and among themselves, with the communist Chinese government, 
CEFC China Energy, and their activities in the United States, including those relating to the 
Biden family,” the letter said on Wednesday.
An accompanying press release focuses on Ho, who the lawmakers identify as the subject of a 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act [FISA] eavesdropping warrant and also a close associate 
both President Joe Biden’s brother James and the president’s son Hunter.
In March 2019, a US court sentenced Ho, the former head of an organization backed by a 
Chinese energy conglomerate to three years in prison for international bribery and money 
laundering offenses, according to the Justice Department.
The letter to Garland identified Ye as head of CEFC China Energy, Dong as an aide to Ye and 
Ho as a business associate of Ye.
The letter requests access to “all intelligence records, including but not limited to, all 
FISA-derived information relating to these three individuals no later than April 14, 2021.” 
Grassley serves as ranking member of the Senate Judiciary Committee and Johnson is ranking 
member of the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) -

UN MEETING ON MYANMAR
* UN Special Envoy for Myanmar Christine Schraner Burgener said on Wednesday that she 
intends to visit the region possibly next week for discussions with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and other leaders.
* The UN Security Council must consider taking significant action to reverse the military coup 
and put an end to the violence in Myanmar, Schraner Burgener said.
* Schraner Burgener said that ethnic armed groups are increasing the possibility of civil war at a 
level not seen before as the violence in the country continues following the military coup last 
month.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
* French President Emmanuel Macron announced on Wednesday the closure of schools and 
kindergartens across the country due to deteriorating situation with the coronavirus epidemic.
* The coronavirus-related quarantine introduced in 19 French departments will spread to the 
whole country from April 3 for four weeks, Macron said.
* The first batches of Russian coronavirus vaccine Covivac will be available in the first ten days 
of April, now the drug is under quality control, Russian Health Minister Mikhail Murashko.
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* Moldovan lawmakers decided to impose a state of emergency over COVID-19 for 60 days, 
starting from April 1, Parliament speaker Zinaida Greceanii said.

OPEC+ MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING
* The forecast for growth in global oil demand in 2021 was lowered to 5.6 million barrels per day 
from 5.9 million barrels per day previously, OPEC Secretary General Mohammad Barkindo said 
at a meeting of the OPEC+ joint ministerial monitoring committee.
* Commercial oil reserves in the OECD fell 45 million barrels in February, after decreasing by 14 
million barrels a month earlier, but still remain 58 million barrels above the 2015-2019 index, 
Barkindo said.

TERRORIST THREATS IN MOZAMBIQUE
* Militants who captured Palma in northern Mozambique last week have left the town, and 
security forces of the country are now in control of the area, Vicente Chicote, the head of the 
police in Mozambique’s Pemba province, told Sputnik on Wednesday.
* The authorities of Mozambique see no threats that militants, who captured the northern town 
of Palma last week, are able to seize other cities in the country, Chicote told Sputnik.
* Over 5,000 people have fled violence in Palma following the militant attack, and thousands of 
others are on their way, Saviano Abreu, a spokesman for the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), told Sputnik.

RUSSIAN DIPLOMATS EXPULSION FROM ITALY
* Italy on Wednesday declared two staffers at the Russian military attache’s office as personae 
non gratae over the detention of one of the diplomats, suspected of being engaged in 
espionage, the Russian embassy in Rome said.
* Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio said that he conveyed to Russian Ambassador to Rome 
Sergey Razov Italy's protest over the detention of a Russian military diplomat on espionage 
charges and informed him about the expulsion of two diplomats.
* Italy sees the situation around the detention of the Russian military diplomat on espionage 
suspicions as an extremely serious hostile act, Di Maio said.
* The Russian Foreign Ministry expressed regret over the expulsion of two Russian diplomats 
from Rome, noting that an announcement about the potential response will be made later.
* Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov expressed hope that the detention of a Russian military 
diplomat in Italy would not affect the bilateral relations, which can be assessed as quite positive.

INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSIONS ON UKRAINE
* Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov expressed the belief on Wednesday that Normandy Four 
political advisers should step up their effort to organize a potential summit of the Normandy Four 
leaders.
* There is a need to put pressure on Kiev to force it to cease attempts to stage provocations in 
Donbas, since this could have dire consequences, Peskov said.
* Talks between Russian President Vladimir Putin, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
French President Emmanuel Macron without the participation of Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy are not a replacement to negotiations in the Minsk format, Peskov said.
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US Envoy for Yemen Held Productive Meeting With Oman, Saudi, Yemeni Leaders - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US Special Envoy for Yemen Tim Lenderking has 
competed his Middle East trip after conducting constructive discussions with regional officials, 
the State Department said in a statement on Wednesday.
"Lenderking returned on March 31 from travel to Saudi Arabia and Oman, where he held 
productive meetings with Omani, Saudi, and Yemeni senior leaders in coordination with UN 
Special Envoy for Yemen Martin Griffiths," the statement said.
The US and UN envoys continue to work side-by-side to help bring about a ceasefire, inclusive 
political talks, and a durable peace agreement that addresses the needs of all Yemenis, the 
statement said.
Lenderking explained that he focused his discussions on efforts to address the humanitarian 
and economic crisis in Yemen, the statement said.
"To that end, we welcome Saudi Arabia’s announcement yesterday to provide over $422 million 
in support for fuel products in Yemen," the statement added.
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UPDATE - Kerry Flying to India, UAE, Bangladesh Thursday to Push Climate Agenda - US 
State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry 
plans to travel to India, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bangladesh on Thursday for talks 
to advance the Biden administration's climate agenda, the Department of State announced in a 
media note on Wednesday.
"Kerry will travel to Abu Dhabi, New Delhi, and Dhaka April 1-9, 2021, for consultations on 
increasing climate ambition ahead of President [Joe] Biden's Leaders Summit on Climate April 
22-23 and the 26th Conference of the Parties (COP26) to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change later this year," the State Department said.
While in the UAE, Kerry is expected to participate in a regional discussion on climate on April 4. 
According to US media reports, all countries in the Middle East and North Africa region have 
been invited to attend.
Under the Biden administration, the United States has resumed its active participation in 
projects focused on climate change. One of Biden's first executive orders after assuming office 
in January concerned the return of the United States to the Paris Climate Agreement to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.
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The White House has confirmed that Biden has invited 40 global leaders, including Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, to take part in the online talks, scheduled for April 22-23.
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Wall Street Closes Higher for Month of March Based on US Stimulus Spending Expectations

NEW YORK, March 31 (Sputnik) - \Afell Street closed sharply higher for the month of March and 
the first quarter of the year as all three main US equity indexes rose broadly on expectations 
that the Biden administration's $1.9 trillion relief program will fast-track economic recovery from 
the coronavirus pandemic.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average, Wall Street’s broadest stock indicator comprising mostly 
industrial stocks, rose 6.7 percent for March and 7.8 percent for the quarter. For Wednesday’s 
session itself, the Dow closed a touch lower, shedding 0.25 percent.
The S&P500, which groups the top 500 stocks on the New York Stock Exchange, gained 5.5 
percent for the month and 5.9 percent for the quarter. For Wsdnesday, it rose 0.4 percent.
The technology-laden Nasdaq Composite Index closed up 4.1 percent for March and 2.8 
percent for the quarter. Nasdaq, which groups high-flying tech stocks such as Facebook, Apple, 
Amazon, Netflix and Google, was also the strongest performer of the day among the three 
indexes, gaining 1.5 percent.
Stocks rallied from start to finish on Wednesday as investors reacted positively to news of an 
impending announcement by President Joe Biden of an infrastructure development program 
estimated to be worth $2 trillion. It will be the second stimulus package in a month to be 
unveiled by Biden, after the $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief bill passed by Congress in early 
March.
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US Launches Trial of Moderna Vaccine Modified for S. Africa Variant - Health Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States began enrolling volunteers in a clinical 
trial of a new vaccine developed by Moderna that targets genetic mutations in the coronavirus 
variant that first emerged in South Africa, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) said on
Wednesday.
"The variant vaccine candidate developed by Moderna, mRNA-1273.351, differs from the 
currently-authorized Moderna vaccine in that it delivers instructions for making the SARS-CoV-2 
spike that incorporates key mutations in the B.1.351 [South African] virus variant," NIH said in a 
press release.
The trial will enroll 210 healthy adult volunteers at four clinical research sites in the United 
States run by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), the release said.
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"Preliminary data show that the COVID-19 vaccines currently available in the United States 
should provide an adequate degree of protection against SARS-CoV-2 variants," NIAID Director 
Anthony Fauci said in the release.
The trial is underway "out of an abundance of caution" should an updated vaccine be needed, 
Fauci added.
The trial will enroll people ages 18 years and older who already have received the existing 
Moderna vaccine, as well as people ages 18 through 55 years who have not received any 
COVI D-19 vaccine, the release said.
Both versions of the Moderna vaccine use messenger-RNA technology, which instructs cells to 
begin making stable copies of the spike protein on the surface of the coronavirus that triggers a 
broad immune response.
Some vaccine experts have warned that the messenger-RNA vaccines are not fully tested and 
may present danger of wide-ranging side-effects, including death.
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Pentagon Lifts Restrictions for Transgender Persons to Join US Military - Spokesman 
WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Defense Department spokesman John Kirby announced 
on Wednesday new rules allowing transgender persons to openly join the US military as 
restrictions imposed under the previous Trump administration are being lifted.
"The revised policies... restore the Department’s original 2016 policies regarding transgender 
service. Specifically, they prohibit discrimination on the basis of gender identity or on individual’s 
identification as transgender. They provide a means by which to access into the military in one’s 
self-identified gender provided all appropriate standards are met," Kirby told reporters during a 
briefing.
Kirby said the new policy will come into effect in 30 days.
Kirby noted that Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin strongly believes the all-volunteer force thrives 
when it is composed of diverse Americans who can meet the high standards for military service, 
and an inclusive force that strengthens our national security posture.
The Defense Department has said it estimates some 2,200 service members have been 
medically diagnosed with gender dysphoria or any other related conditions.
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Biden Administration's Review of North Korea Policy in Final Stages - White House

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The review of the United States’ North Korea policy by the 
Biden administration is in final stages, White House Principal Deputy Press Secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre said on Wednesday.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/03/2021 10:16:47 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/03/2021 10:16:47 PM

"We are in the final stages of our intensive multi-stakeholder North Korea policy review,” 
Jean-Pierre said. “This has been a thorough interagency review of US policy toward North 
Korea, including evaluation of all available options to address the increasing threat posed by 
North Korea to its neighbors and the broader international community.”
On Friday, South Korean President Moon Jae-in announced the importance of further attempts 
to continue a dialogue with the United States and North Korea, but emphasized that Seoul can 
protect itself from any provocations. The statement came as North Korea conducted two cruise 
and ballistic missile tests.
Moon said with an ever stronger defense capability and in inviolable alliance with the United 
States, South Korea is ready to ensure security and is capable of repelling any provocation.
The dialogue between \Afeshington and Pyongyang has stalled since the failed February 2019 
summit in Hanoi, during which the United States demanded more decisive steps from North 
Korea to give up its nuclear weapons and Pyongyang accused Washington of not responding to 
the steps already taken. The 2019 October talks in Sweden failed to break the deadlock.
The inter-Korean dialogue is also at a low point following North Korea's decision to cut all lines 
of communication with Seoul last June.
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US Will Fight Excess Chinese Capacity in Steel, Aluminum - Trade Rep.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States will fight the excess capacity created by 
China in industries such as steel and aluminum to reduce the impact of such damaging 
practices on world trade, the US Trade Representative’s annual report said on Wednesday, 
"Because of its state-led approach to the economy, China is the world’s leading creator of 
non-economic capacity, as evidenced by the severe and persistent excess capacity situations in 
several industries, including, for example, steel, aluminum, solar panels, and fishing,” US Trade 
Representative Katherine Tai said in the 2021 National Trade Estimate Report. "USTR will 
continue its bilateral and multilateral efforts to address these harmful trade practices.”
In steel, over-production by China has distorted global markets, harming US manufacturers and 
workers in both the domestic market and third country markets where Americans exports 
compete with Chinese exports, the report said.
Currently, China’s steelmaking capacity represents roughly one-half of global capacity and more 
than twice the combined capacity of the EU, Japan, the United States, and Brazil, the report 
said.
The report said China’s steel production climbed above 1 billion metric tons for the first time in 
2020, reaching 1,053 million metric tons, a 5.3 percent increase from 2019, despite a significant 
contraction in global steel demand caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
This sustained ballooning of steel production, combined with rising steel inventories in China 
and recent measures to incentivize steel exports, threatens to flood the global market with 
excess steel supply at a time when the steel sector outside China is still recovering from the 
severe COVID-19 pandemic-related demand shock.
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The report noted that China remains by far the world’s largest exporter of steel, exporting in 
2019 roughly double the quantity of steel exported by Japan, the world’s second largest steel 
exporter.
"While China has publicly acknowledged excess capacity in these industries, among others, it 
has yet to take meaningful steps to address the root causes of this problem in a sustainable 
way,” the report said.
As in the steel sector, China’s aluminum production has also ballooned in recent years, 
including through 2020, as its output continued without decreasing despite global demand 
shocks, the report said.
Primary aluminum production capacity in China increased by more than 1,500 percent between 
2000 and 2020, with China accounting for more than 80 percent of global capacity growth 
during that period, according to the report.
China’s primary aluminum capacity now accounts for more than 57 percent of global capacity 
and is more than double the capacity of the next ten aluminum-producing countries combined, 
the report added.
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US Concerned About Tensions on Ukraine’s Borders, Consults With NATO - Pentagon 
WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned about escalating tensions 
on Ukraine’s eastern borders and is discussing the matter with its NATO allies, US Defense 
Department spokesman John Kirby told reporters on Wednesday.
"We are discussing our concerns about this increase in tensions and ceasefire violations... with 
NATO allies," Kirby said during a press briefing.
Kirby accused Russia of violating the 2020 ceasefire agreements and claimed that four 
Ukrainian soldiers were killed and two others wounded in the latest flare-up on March 26.
Russia denies any military involvement in the conflict in East Ukraine.
Kirby also said that the United States is aware of Ukrainian military reports concerning Russian 
troop movements on Ukraine's borders. He said the escalation was a likely topic of discussion 
over the telephone between the Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff Mark Milley and his 
Russian and Ukrainian counterparts.
“I suspect that the outreach by the Chairman today... with his Russian and Ukrainian 
counterparts certainly covered this issue and those concerns," Kirby said referring reporters to 
Miley’s office for more detailed information on the calls.
Russia’s Defense Ministry said that Chief of the General Staff Valery Gerasimov discussed with 
Milley “issues of mutual interest." US Joint Staff spokesman Dave Butler said both sides agreed 
to keep the specific details of their conversation private.
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UNHCR Says Working With Venezuela Refugee Commission to Protect Displaced Persons' 
Rights

UNITED NATIONS, March 31 (Sputnik) - The office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) is cooperating with Venezuela's National Commission for Refugees and other state 
entities to ensure the protection of the rights of refugees, UNHCR Regional Bureau for the 
Americas Senior External Engagement Coordinator Wiliam Spindler told Sputnik on 
Wednesday.
On Tuesday, the US Department of State accused Venezuela of not collaborating with the UN 
Refugee Agency and other humanitarian organizations in supporting refugees and asylum 
seekers.
"UNHCR works with the National Commission for Refugees (CONARE) and other state entities 
to protect the rights of refugees and asylum-seekers in Venezuela," Spindler said.
Besides, UNHCR is engaged in implementing a community-based protection strategy in over 70 
prioritized communities to provide protection services benefiting both refugees and those who 
host them, Spindler said.
UNHCR has assisted some 1.5 in Venezuela within its Humanitarian Response Plan in 2020, he 
added.
Caracas has repeatedly slammed Washington for exacerbating and politicizing humanitarian 
issues in Venezuela.
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Microsoft Wns Enormous Contract to Supply HoloLens for Combat Soldiers - US Army

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Microsoft has won an enormous contract to produce 
vision-enhancing combat force headsets to the US Army, Program Executive Office Soldier 
(PEOS) announced in a press release on Wednesday,
"(T)he US Army awarded Microsoft Corporation a fixed price production agreement to 
manufacture the Integrated Visual Augmentation System (IVAS)," the release said. "This award 
transitions IVAS to production and rapid fielding to deliver next-generation night vision and 
situational awareness capabilities to the Close Combat Force (CCF)."
In the contract, Microsoft will deliver to the US Army more than 120,000 HoloLens 
augmented-reality headsets for $21.88 billion over a ten-year period, according to reports.
"The IVAS aggregates multiple technologies into an architecture that allows the Soldier to Fight, 
Rehearse, and Train using a single platform. The suite of capabilities leverages existing 
high-resolution night, thermal, and Soldier-borne sensors integrated into a unified Heads Up 
Display," the release said.
The headsets will provide improved situational awareness, target engagement, and informed 
decision-making necessary to achieve overmatch against current and future adversaries, the 
release added.
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A standard-issue HoloLens, costing $3,500, lets its wearer see holograms over their actual 
environments and can display a map and a compass with thermal imaging to reveal people in 
the dark and can aim a weapon, according to the release.
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US Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Begins Flight Ops in Eastern Mediterranean - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The US aircraft carrier Eisenhower (IKE) strike group 
began launching aircraft in support of the anti-terror Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR) in Iraq 
and Syria from positions in the Eastern Mediterranean, the Department of Defense said on
Wednesday.
“IKE’s operation in the Mediterranean Sea demonstrates the capability of the US Navy to 
support OIR from multiple theaters, highlighting the mobility, flexibility, and power projection 
capability of the US Navy’s carrier strike groups,” the Department of Defense said in a press 
release.
In addition to launching airstrikes, the carrier strike group can provide ballistic missile defense 
as well as intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities, the release added.
The aircraft carrier is backed by the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser Monterey and four 
Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers: Mitscher, La boon, Mahan and Thomas-Hudner, 
according to the release.
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US Concerned About Tensions on Ukraine’s Borders, Consults With NATO - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned about escalating tensions 
on Ukraine's eastern borders and is discussing the matter with its NATO allies, US Defense 
Department spokesman John Kirby told reporters on Wednesday.
"We are discussing our concerns about this increase in tensions and ceasefire violations... with 
NATO allies," Kirby said during a press briefing.
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UN Envoy for Myanmar Says Plans to Visit Region for Talks With ASEAN, Other Leaders Soon
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UNITED NATIONS, March 31 (Sputnik) - UN Special Envoy for Myanmar Christine Schraner 
Burgener said on Wednesday that she intends to visit the region possibly next week for 
discussions with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and other leaders.
"I intend to visit the region soon, hopefully, next week, in continuation of my close consultations 
with members of the ASEAN and other leaders,” Schraner Burgener told the UN Security 
Council during a closed meeting on the situation in Myanmar.
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UN Envoy Urges UNSC to Assess ‘Significant Action’ to Reverse Course of Events in Myanmar

UNITED NATIONS, March 31 (Sputnik) - The UN Security Council must consider taking 
significant action to reverse the military coup and put an end to the violence in Myanmar, United 
Nations Special Envoy Christine Schraner Burgener said on Wednesday.
"While I welcome important steps taken so far by this Council as well as clear and strong 
bilateral measures including by members here today, I urge you once again to heed the 
Secretary-General’s call for a firm, unified and resolute international response," Schraner 
Burgener said during closed emergency consultations. "This Council must consider potentially 
significant action that can reverse the course of events in Myanmar."
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Biden to Convene First Full Cabinet Meeting on Thursday - White House

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will convene the first full cabinet 
meeting with the American Jobs Plan being a key topic of discussion, White House Principal 
Deputy Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said during a briefing on Wednesday.
"Tomorrow, the President will convene his first full cabinet meeting just a day after rolling out his 
American Jobs Plan, which will be a key topic of discussion. The President will lift up his deeply 
qualified historically diverse cabinet as key decision makers and voices for his administration’s 
agenda and key priorities,” Jean-Pierre said.
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Myanmar Ethnic Armed Groups Increase Chance of Civil Vskr at Unprecedented Scale - UN 
Envoy
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UNITED NATIONS, March 31 (Sputnik) - UN Special Envoy for Myanmar Christine Schraner 
Burgener said on Wednesday that ethnic armed groups are increasing the possibility of civil war 
at a level not seen before as the violence in the country continues following the military coup 
last month.
"Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs) on the eastern and western borders have been 
increasingly speaking out against the brutality of the military," Schraner Burgener said during a 
closed-door UN Security Council meeting. "The military's cruelty is too severe and many EAOs 
are taking clear stances of opposition, increasing the possibility of civil war at an unprecedented 
scale.
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UN Security Council Concerned on Democratic Republic of Congo Violence - Statement

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United Nations Security Council has announced its 
concern over the continuing violence in the Kivu and Ituri regions of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), the body said in a statement on Wednesday.
"The members of the Security Council expressed concern at the continuing inter-communal 
violence and at the increase of armed group activity in the eastern provinces of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, particularly by the Allied Democratic Forces in North Kivu and Ituri, and 
numerous local armed groups in South Kivu," the statement said.
The members of the Security Council further expressed concern at the current humanitarian 
situation, marked by a significant increase in the number of people in need of protection and 
humanitarian assistance, the statement continued.
The Security Council members "called on the Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo 
to address the underlying drivers of the current humanitarian situation and on partners to step 
up their support to the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo in tackling these 
challenges," the statement added.
The statement followed a Security Council meeting on the issue on Tuesday and a Twitter 
acknowledgement from the governor of North Kivu that at least 23 people had been killed by 
suspected Islamic militants in the province in the eastern part of the country.
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China Has Been Cooperative on Efforts to Constrain Iran Nuclear Program - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - China has been collaborative with the United States on 
efforts to constrain Iran’s nuclear program, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a 
press briefing on Wednesday.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/03/2021 10:16:47 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/03/2021 10:16:47 PM

"Competition, as you know, does define our relationship with China but we do have in some 
cases rather narrow areas of tactical alignment. We’ve spoken to some of those in recent days 
and it so happens that Iran is one of them,” Price said. "China has been cooperative in efforts to 
constrain Iran’s nuclear program.”
Price pointed out that China is an original member of the P5+1 group and Beijing has “no 
interest in seeing Iran develop a nuclear weapon and in profoundly destabilizing impact that 
would have on the region upon which China does depend.”
Price stressed that Washington and Beijing are aligned in the matter of the Iran nuclear 

program.
"We have been engaged with all parties to include China on the question of the JCPOA and 
what comes next,” the spokesperson said. “\Afe remain ready to engage in meaningful dialogue 
with Iran as we have said to find a mutual return to the JCPOA and a mutual return to those 
commitments. And of course, we will continue to engage China and other countries to 
discourage them from taking steps vis-a-vis Iran or any other issue that threatens our interests." 
Asked to comment on the recently-concluded Iran-China agreement, Prove said, “When it 
comes to our broad posture, our current Iran-related sanctions remain in effect unless and until 
they are lifted as part of a diplomatic process.”
“We will address any efforts at sanction evasion," he stressed.
In 2015, Iran signed the JCPOA with the P5+1 group of countries (the United States, China, 
France, Russia, the United Kingdom - plus Germany) and the European Union. It required Iran 
to scale back its nuclear program and severely downgrade its uranium reserves in exchange for 
sanctions relief, including lifting the arms embargo five years after the deal's adoption. In 2018, 
the US abandoned its conciliatory stance on Iran, withdrawing from the JCPOA and 
implementing hard-line policies against Tehran, prompting Iran to largely abandon its obligations 
under the accord.
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US Will Not Extend Sanctions Relief for 9 Companies in Belarus - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States has decided it will not renew the 
sanctions relief measure for nine companies in Belarus ahead of its expiration on April 26, US 
State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a press briefing on Wednesday.
"The Department is unable to recommend another extension at this time, particularly in light of 
the sense of Congress expressed in the 2020 Belarus Sovereignty and Democracy Act. The 
current extension will expire on April 26," Price said. "This step is reversible, and we call on 
Belarusian authorities to take steps to allow us to do just that."
To reverse the decision, Belarus should fully and unconditionally release all political prisoners 
and cease all violence perpetrated by the authorities against its people, Price said.
Also, Belarus authorities should come into a meaningful dialogue with the opposition leaders 
under the auspices of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, resulting in 
free and fair elections with independent observation, the spokesman added.
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The license, which was extended in October, allowed the entities, including Belarusian Oil Trade 
House, Belneftekhim, Belneftekhim USA, Belshina, Grodno Azot, Grodno Khimvolokno, 
Lakokraska, Naftan, and Polotsk Steklovolokno, to engage with American businesses without 
violating US sanctions that were imposed on Belarus in 2016,
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US Will Not Extend Sanctions Relief for 9 Companies in Belarus - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States has decided it will not renew the 
sanctions relief measure for nine companies in Belarus ahead of its expiration on April 26, US 
State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a press briefing on Wednesday.
"The Department is unable to recommend another extension at this time, particularly in light of 
the sense of Congress expressed in the 2020 Belarus Sovereignty and Democracy Act. The 
current extension will expire on April 26," Price said. "This step is reversible, and we call on 
Belarusian authorities to take steps to allow us to do just that."
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US Envoy to UN Says Trying to Find Common Ground Wth Russia, China

UNITED NATIONS, March 31 (Sputnik) - US Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield told reporters on Wednesday Washington is trying to bridge gaps with 
Russia and China at the organization and find common ground on issues of shared concern. 
"V\fe know that there are red lines, there are areas where we have serious concerns, and we've 
been frank about those concerns: in China - what is happening with the Uyghurs, for example, 
with Russia - in Syria, and there are many others," Thomas-Greenfield said.
"We try to bridge those gaps," she continued. "We also try to find those areas where we have 
common ground."
Among the areas where the three countries were able to find a consensus was the situation in 
Myanmar, following the military coup in February, the diplomat said.
She added that with her Chinese counterparts, Washington is engaging on climate action.
"As a top diplomat in New York, it is my responsibility to find common ground so that we can 
achieve common goals, but not to give the country a pass when they are... pushing in directions 
that we find unacceptable," Thomas-Greenfield said.
The ambassador also pointed out that since she assumed her role at the United Nations one 
month ago, she has discovered that countries like Russia and China were happy to engage with 
the United States.
"I have found... that our friends, as well as those who may not be considered our friends, are 
happy to have us at the table. They want us at the table, and they have welcomed us with open 
arms," Thomas-Greenfield said.
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Wednesday marks the end of the US presidency over the UN Security Council for the month of 
March, with which Thomas-Greenfield started her job at the United Nations.
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Two US Capitol Police Officers Sue Trump Over January 6 Riot - Complaint

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Two US Capitol police officers have filed a lawsuit against 
former President Donald Trump over the physical and emotional damages they have received 
during the January 6 riots in \Afeshington DC, the court document revealed.
“This is a complaint for damages by US Capitol Police officers for physical and emotional 
injuries caused by the defendant Donald Trump’s wrongful conduct inciting a riot on January 6, 
2021, by his followers trying to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election,” the 
complaint said. "WHEREFORE, James Blassingame and Sidney Hemby demand an award of 
the following relief... Compensatory damages in an amount consistent with the evidence to be 
shown at trial, in excess of $75,000 for each of them, plus interest and costs.”
The two officers are also seeking an unspecified amount for additional punitive damages. 
According to the document, Blassingame is a 17-year veteran of the United States Capitol 
Police (USCP), while Hemby is an 11-year veteran of the USCP.
Both officers were injured on January 6, the document said.
On January 6, Trump's supporters stormed Capitol Hill in a bid to prevent Congress from 
certifying Joe Biden's presidential election victory. At least five people, including a female air 
force veteran, were killed and over 170 cases have been opened by police in connection with 
the riots.
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US Police Briefly Evacuate Offices on Capitol Hill Over Suspicious Package - Reports

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US police briefly evacuated a congressional office 
building in the Capitol complex after a suspicious package was found near a meeting room, 
multiple reporters said via Twitter on Wednesday.
"The USCP has cleared the incident with the Suspicious Package located inside the Rayburn 
House Office Building outside of room 2043. The area has reopened and any associated door 
closures will clear momentarily. USCP is continuing to investigate," an NBC reporter quoted the 
US Capitol Police as saying.
The package was found outside of a ground-floor level meeting room of the Rayburn House 
Office Building, an NBC News reporter said via Twitter.
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US Invests $110Mln in Clean-Energy Grants For Over 100 Small Businesses - Energy Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Small business owners pursuing scientific solutions to 
curb emissions responsible for climate change will benefit from $110 million in grants for 102 
projects in 24 US states, the Energy Department said Wednesday.
"This funding will give awardees a much-needed boost as they channel their entrepreneurial 
spirit into tackling the climate crisis, deploying creative clean energy technologies," Energy 
Secretary Jennifer Granholm said in a press release.
Examples include grants to TalosTech in the US state of Delaware, which is developing 
technology to address safety concerns with lithium-ion batteries, the release said.
In another project, funding for Blue Sky Measurements in the state of Texas will fund 
development of an infrared scanner to detect and measure methane emissions at oil and natural 
gas drilling sites, the release added.
The grants are part of a Biden administration effort to develop a US power grid with zero 
climate-warming carbon emissions by 2035 and a zero emission US economy by 2050, 
according to the release.
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US Reports 12% Increase in 7-Day Average Number of Coronavirus Cases - Health Agency

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The number of COVID-19 cases continues to increase as 
the most recent data showed a nearly 12 percent growth in seven-day average number of 
people who tested positive for the virus, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Director Rochelle Wblensky said in a briefing on Wednesday.
“CDC’s most recent data shows that the seven-day average of new cases is slightly less than 
62,000 cases per day. We continue to see an increase and this is almost a 12 percent increase 
from the seven-day period prior,” Vilensky said.
Coronavirus-related hospitalizations also continue to increase with an average of 4,928 
admissions per day, up from 4,644 admissions in the prior seven-day period, \Afelensky added. 
CDC data also showed that the seven-day average of virus-related deaths from the coronavirus 
decreased from 960 to 931 deaths per day.
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Israeli National Admits Selling Guns, Drugs on Dark Web in Guilty Plea - US Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - An Israeli citizen pleaded guilty today for his role in 
operating DeepDotWeb (DDW), a website that connected internet users with Darknet 
marketplaces, where they purchased illegal firearms, malware and hacking tools, stolen 
financial data, heroin and fentanyl, and other contraband, the US Justice Department said on 
Wednesday.
"Tal Prihar served as a broker for illegal Darknet marketplaces - helping such marketplaces find 
customers for fentanyl, firearms, and other dangerous contraband - and profited from the illegal 
business that ensued," Acting Assistant Attorney General Nicholas McQuaid said in a press 
release.
Prihar, 37, an Israeli citizen residing in Brazil, owned and operated DDW, which provided users 
with direct links to illegal Darknet market places in exchange for kickbacks paid in Bitcoins worth 
about $8.4 million, the release said.
To conceal the payments, Prihar transferred the money from DDW to other bitcoin accounts and 
to bank accounts he controlled in shell companies, the release added.
Prihar pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit money laundering. He is scheduled to be 
sentenced on August 2, and faces a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison, according to the 
release.
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UNGA President to Visit Turkey, Qatar, Azerbaijan April 1-12 - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, March 31 (Sputnik) - UN General Assembly President Volkan Bozkir will 
undertake in the coming days his first international trip since assuming the post last year during 
which he will visit his home country Turkey, as well as Qatar and Azerbaijan, Bozkir's 
spokesman Brenden Varma said in a press briefing on Wednesday.
"The President will be embarking on his first international trip since assuming office last 
September," Varma said. "He'll be departing in the coming days. He'll be traveling to Turkey, 
Qatar, and Azerbaijan from 1 to April 12."
Varma said while in Ankara, Bozkir will meet with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. In addition, 
Bozkir will travel to the southern province of Hatay to meet with Syrian refugees and visit the U N 
cross-border humanitarian mechanism.
In Doha, Bozkir will meet with Qatar Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and also will meet 
separately with the country's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs.
In Azerbaijan’s capital of Baku, Bozkir will be received by President Ilham Aliyev and will 
conduct meetings with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Chair of Parliament.
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Canada’s Budget Deficit to Reach Record-High $289Bln in Fiscal Year 2020-21 - Watchdog

TORONTO, March 31 (Sputnik) - Canada’s budget deficit is projected to increase to $289.07 
billion in fiscal year 2020-21 amid record spending in response to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, the Parliamentary Budget Officer (PBO) said on Wednesday.
"PBO projects budgetary deficits of $363.4 billion and $121.1 billion in 2020-21 and 2021-22, 
respectively," the parliamentary budget watchdog said in a pre-budget outlook.
PBO noted that the budget deficit will account for 16.5 percent of Canada's gross domestic 
product (GDP), the highest share since records were first kept, starting in fiscal year 1966-67. 
The PBO added that the Canadian government’s debt-to-GDP ratio will climb to nearly 50 
percent in the next fiscal year, its highest point since 1999 but lower than during the 1995-96 
debt crisis.
The budget watchdog also revised its recovery projections, saying that the Canadian economy 
will return to pre-pandemic levels before the end of 2021 resulting, partly, because of a rebound 
in global crude oil prices.
However, the PBO’s projections are based on a tame third of wave of the coronavirus pandemic 
and do not take into account further government spending sprees, including the Liberal 
government’s proposed stimulus of 3 to 4 percent of the country’s GDP - up to $77 billion - per 
annum over the next three fiscal years to kick-start the economic recovery.
The PBO said the sizing and timing of the proposed stimulus suggests it is "mis-calibrated." 
Canada’s ability to service debt has previously come into question, with Fitch Ratings stripping 
Canada of its AAA debt rating citing a "deterioration of public finances" in July and warning of 
additional downgrades with the fiscal outlook does not improve.
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland announced last week that the 
government will present the country’s first budget in two years on April 19.
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US Oil Output Hits 11.1 Min Barrels Daily as Prices Increase - Energy Agency

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US oil production has increased to 11.1 million barrels 
daily, the Energy Information Administration (EIA) said in a report issued on Wednesday, 
suggesting drillers were responding positively to crude prices trading at $60 per barrel or more. 
Oil production during the week that ended on March 26 was 100,000 barrels higher from the 11 
million reported for the week to March 19, the EIA said in its Weekly Petroleum Status Report.
A daily production of 11 million barrels had been the norm for the United States over the past 
several months, although the trend was briefly disrupted by the mid-February snowstorm in the 
US state of Texas that at one point took output down to 9.7 million barrels.
The United States led the world in crude output in 2020, producing a record high of 13.1 million 
barrels daily. But the outbreak of the novel coronavirus pandemic and the debilitating impact of
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the pandemic-related restrictive measures on oil demand and prices slashed US production by 
as much as 30 percent, until a significant recovery late last year.
As of Wednesday, West Texas Intermediate, the benchmark for US crude prices, traded just 
above $60 per barrel or 25 percent higher from where it settled 2020 trading.
The rise in crude production and prices has been in tandem with the increase in the US oil rig 
count, as drillers put more rigs to work to extract additional supply from the ground.
As of last Friday, the rig count, which is a measure for future production, stood at 324. That was 
up 180, or 73 percent, from an August record low of 244.
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Trump Says Planning Holding Rally Soon, May Run for President in 2024 
WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump said in an interview 
shown on Wednesday that he may run for president again in 2024 and contemplates holding a 
rally soon.
“You do have hope. That I can tell you. We love our country, we all owe a lot to our country," 
Trump replied to a question whether his supporters “have hope” to see him running for president 
in 2024.
When asked by Lara Trump, who was conducting the interview for her podcast, about the 
possibility of another Trump rally, the former US President said he is “thinking about doing one 
relatively soon.”
Trump first announced that he may run for President at the CPAC conservative forum in Florida 
last month. The incumbent President Joe Biden also said he plans to run in 2024 for a second 
term in office.
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Swiss Ambassador to US Assaulted by Intruder in Washington - Embassy

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The Ambassador of Switzerland to the United States 
Jacques Pitteloud was assaulted by an intruder in his home in \Afeshington, DC, the Swiss 
Embassy said on Wednesday.
“On Monday, March 29, 2021, an individual attempted to gain access to the residence of the 
Ambassador of Switzerland to the US, was denied entry, and subsequently jumped the exterior 
security fence of the Embassy grounds,” the Swiss Embassy said in a statement obtained by 
Sputnik.
The intruder was arrested by the US Secret Service and the Washington Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD), the statement said.
The Swiss Embassy did not provide any details on the suspect, but US media identified him as 
Christian David Mandeville from the US state of Oregon.
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"Neither Ambassador Pitteloud nor any Embassy staff were harmed in this incident,” the Swiss 
Embassy said, expressing gratitude to the police for quick their response.
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Death Rate Increased by Nearly 16% in 2020 Amid Coronavirus Pandemic - Health Agency

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The death rate in the United States increased by almost 
16 percent during 2020 amid the novel coronavirus pandemic, which took 375,000 lives across 
the United States, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced in its 
weekly Morbidity and Mortality Report on Wednesday.
"The age-adjusted death rate increased by 15.9 percent in 2020," the report said. COVID-19 
was the third leading cause of death ... The COVID-19 pandemic caused approximately 375,000 
deaths in the United States during 2020."
African-Americans and Native American communities were hardest hit by the pandemic, the 
report said.
"Overall death rates were highest among non-Hispanic Black persons and non-Hispanic 
American Indian or Alaska Native persons ... and the COVI D-19 death rate was highest among 
Hispanics," the report added.
From 2019 to 2020, the estimated age-adjusted death rate increased by 15.9 percent, from 
715.2 to 828.7 deaths per 100,000 population. COVI D-19 was reported as the underlying cause 
of death or a contributing cause of death for an estimated 377,883 (11.3 percent) of those 
deaths, or 91.5 deaths per 100,000 people, according to the report.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UNGA President to Visit Turkey, Qatar, Azerbaijan April 1-12 - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, March 31 (Sputnik) - UN General Assembly President Volkan Bozkirwill 
undertake in the coming days his first international trip since assuming the post last year during 
which he will visit his home country Turkey, as well as Qatar and Azerbaijan, Bozkir's 
spokesman Brenden Varma said in a press briefing on Wednesday.
"The President will be embarking on his first international trip since assuming office last 
September," Varma said. "He'll be departing in the coming days. He'll be traveling to Turkey, 
Qatar, and Azerbaijan from 1 to April 12."
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New York State Legalizes Adult-Use of Cannabis - Cuomo

NEW YORK, March 31 (Sputnik) - The US state of New York has legalized the use of cannabis, 
or marijuana, and is quashing convictions of residents who have been previously indicted for 
possession or use, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced on Wednesday.
"I just signed legislation legalizing adult-use cannabis," Cuomo said via Twitter. "The bill creates 
automatic expungement of previous marijuana convictions."
Cuomo said this is a "historic day" for New York and thanked the leader and speaker of the state 
legislative as well as others for their "tireless advocacy" regarding this issue.
Since 2012, fifteen US states and Washington, DC have legalized the use of marijuana for 
residents over the age of 21.
In addition, 36 US states have legalized medical marijuana, meaning that a majority of 
Americans now have some form of access to marijuana regardless of whether for medical or 
recreational purposes.
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Blinken Certifies to Congress That Hong Kong Does Not Deserve Special Status - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Secretary of State Anthony Blinken on Wednesday said 
he has certified to Congress that Hong Kong does not deserve the special status it was once 
afforded under US law, thereby maintaining the shift in policy introduced by the previous Trump 
administration.
"Each year, the Department of State submits to Congress the Hong Kong Policy Act report and 
accompanying certification," Blinken said. "In conjunction with this year's report, I have certified 
to Congress that Hong Kong does not warrant differential treatment under US law in the same 
manner as US laws were applied to Hong Kong before July 1, 1997."
Last May, the Trump administration announced it would revoke Hong Kong's special status after 
China introduced new security legislation for the territory. Under that status, the United States 
treated Hong Kong as separate from China and gave it special treatment in trade and 

commerce.
Blinken explained that the report documents many of the actions by China against Hong Kong 
contrary to the promises it would allow a high degree of autonomy, freedoms and democratic 
institutions.
"These include the arbitrary arrests and politically-motivated prosecutions of opposition 
politicians, activists, and peaceful protesters under the NSL and other legislation; the 
postponement of Legislative Council elections; pressure on judicial independence and academic 
and press freedoms; and a de facto ban on public demonstrations," he said.
Blinken emphasized that he is set to work with Congress and US allies to stand with the people 
in Hong Kong against China’s policies and actions and said the US government will impose 
consequences for these actions.
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"\Afe will continue to call on the PRC to abide by its international obligations and commitments; 
to cease its dismantlement of Hong Kong’s democratic institutions, autonomy, and rule of law; to 
release immediately and drop all charges against individuals unjustly detained in Hong Kong; 
and to respect the human rights of all individuals in Hong Kong," he said.
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US Social Distancing Behavior Drops as COVID-19 Vaccinations Increase - Poll 
WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The number of Americans abiding by social distancing 
rules dropped by 9 percentage points to just 38 percent as the rollout of coronavirus vaccines 
continued across the country, a new Gallup poll showed on Wednesday.
“In the past month, there have been eight- or nine-point drops in the percentages of Americans 
who say they are avoiding public places like stores or restaurants (48%), small gatherings of 
people (45%), events with large crowds (62%) and travel (57%),” Gallup said in a press release. 
Compared with a year ago, when almost every state had issued stay-at-home orders, the 
percentages avoiding these places are down roughly 30 percentage points, and are the lowest 
Gallup has measured since March 13-15, 2020, before many states issued those "lockdown" 
orders, the release said.
Among fully vaccinated adults 34 percent said they are completely or mostly isolating, 
compared with 47 percent of partially vaccinated adults and 46 percent who plan to get 
vaccinated but have yet to receive the first jab, the release added.
Meanwhile, adults who do not plan to get vaccinated remain the least likely to socially isolate, 
with only 23 percent doing so, according to the release.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Wisconsin Supreme Court Strikes Down Governor's Order Making Face Masks Compulsory

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Wisconsin's Supreme Court has struck down Governor 
Tony Evers’ executive order decreeing the compulsory wearing of face masks to prevent the 
spread of the novel coronavirus with related measures, a ruling stated on Wednesday.
"[Wje declare that Executive Orders Number 82 and Number 90 - both of which declare a 
public health emergency in response to COVI D-19 - were unlawful under Wisconsin Statute 
Number 323.10," the Supreme Court said. "Based on the legislature's revocation of Executive 
Order Number 104 ... we declare Executive Order Number 105 unlawful as well."
Republicans control the state legislature, which voted to overturn the face mask order in 
February and conservatives hold a majority on the state Supreme Court, which approved the 
ruling by four judges to three.
Governor Evers, a Democrat, "is subject to the time limits explicitly prescribed by statute," the 
Supreme Court said.
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According to the ruling, Evers can only declare a public health emergency for 60 days and he 
lacks the constitutional authority to extend it without the legislature's approval. Last October, a 
state appeals court also prevented a move by Evers to limit the number of people allowed to go 
into bars and restaurants to limit transmission of the virus.
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Blinken Certifies to Congress That Hong Kong Does Not Deserve Special Status - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - Secretary of State Anthony Blinken on Wednesday said 
he has certified to Congress that Hong Kong does not deserve the special status it was once 
afforded under US law, thereby maintaining a shift in policy introduced by the Trump 
administration.
“Each year, the Department of State submits to Congress the Hong Kong Policy Act report and 
accompanying certification,” Blinken said. “In conjunction with this year’s report, I have certified 
to Congress that Hong Kong does not warrant differential treatment under US law in the same 
manner as US laws were applied to Hong Kong before July 1, 1997."
The Trump administration last May announced that it would revoke Hong Kong’s special status 
after China introduced new security legislation for the territory. Under that status, the US treated 
Hong Kong as separate from China and gave it special treatment in trade and commerce.
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Apple Builds 'Grid-Scale' Battery Complex to Store Power From Nearby Solar Farm

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - A utility-scale battery farm now under construction will 
allow a nearby solar farm to provide uninterrupted power when the sun does not shine, tech 
giant Apple said on Wednesday.
"Apple is constructing one of the largest battery projects in the country, California Flats - an 
industry-leading, grid-scale energy storage project capable of storing 240 megawatt-hours of 
energy, enough to power over 7,000 homes for one day," the company said in a press release. 
The project is designed to support Apple’s 130-megawatt solar farm that provides all of the 
company’s renewable energy in the state of California. It will store excess energy generated 
during the day deploying the power it when it is most needed, the release said.
The battery complex marks the "next frontier" in of Apple’s efforts to become carbon neutral in 
its entire supply chain and products by 2030, the release also said.
Apple added that it had won commitments for the 2030 target from more than 100 companies 
that supply parts for Apple products.
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US Lifts Venezuela Sanctions on Italy's AMG S.A.S. di Alessandro Bazzoni & C. - Treasury

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has lifted a designation that its 
predecessors imposed on AMG S.A.S. di Alessandro Bazzoni & C. over the Italian company's 
alleged involvement in skirting Venezuela sanctions, the Treasury Department said on
Wednesday.
The Trump administration imposed the sanctions on the company on January 19, just one day 
before the inauguration of President Joe Biden.
Biden's Treasury on Wednesday also lifted sanctions on Italy’s Serigraphiclab di Bazzoni 
Alessandro, which was also among the entities the Trump administration designated on January
19.
The round of Venezuela-related sanctions on January 19 targeted a total of three individuals, 14 
entities and six vessels for "their ties to a network attempting to evade United States sanctions 
on Venezuela’s oil sector," the Treasury Department said at the time.
Venezuela in response condemned the sanctions, calling them “a new desperate aggression 
against the Venezuelan people by the outgoing government of Donald Trump.”
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Canada's Economy Grows by 0.7% in January, Remains 3% Off Pre-Pandemic Levels - Report

TORONTO, March 31 (Sputnik) - Canada’s gross domestic product increased by 0.7 percent in 
January, but still remains 3 percent below pre-coronavirus pandemic levels, the country's 
statistics agency said on Wednesday.
"Real gross domestic product (GDP) rose 0.7 percent in January, following 0.1 percent growth in 
December," Statistics Canada said in a report. "However, total economic activity was about 3 
percent below the February level before the COVID-19 pandemic."
While most of the industrial sectors saw increased economic activity, retail trade, food services, 
accommodation and transport sectors declined at rates of up to 3.1 percent, Statistics Canada 
said.
Preliminary data indicates that the Canadian economy grew by 0.5 percent in February, it 
added.
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US, Malaysia Agree to Cooperate in Indo-Pacific Via ASEAN, Other Fora - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his Malaysian 
counterpart Hishammuddin Hussein discussed the need to boost bilateral cooperation in the 
Indo-Pacific, including through the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and via 
other fora, Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said in a statement on Wednesday. 
"Secretary Blinken and Foreign Minister Hishammuddin reflected on the shared interests 
between our nations and discussed their desire to strengthen cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 
region, including through ASEAN and other multilateral fora,’’ the statement said.
The two officials also affirmed the key role of ASEAN in the Indo-Pacific and the lawful uses of 
the South China Sea, the statement also said.
Blinken and Hishammuddin also expressed deep concern over the military coup in Myanmar, 

the statement added.
The Asia-Pacific region is burdened by several territorial disputes in the South China and East 
China seas that involve China, Japan, Malaysia, Brunei, Taiwan, Vietnam and the Philippines. 
China considers the Spratly archipelago to be its territory, despite the Hague-based Permanent 
Court of Arbitration ruling that said there was no legal basis for China's maritime claims.
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US Should Make Tax Code Changes for ‘Historic’ Investment in Infrastructure - White House

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States should make changes in the tax code 
to improve infrastructure and tax system, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on 
Wednesday.
"We can make changes in the tax code. All of those things will help pay for a historic 
infrastructure investment," Psaki told CNN.
US President Joe Biden is expected to deliver remarks on his vision on economic agenda 
during the trip to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, later on Wednesday, when he will reveal proposals 
on how to pay for such plans, she said.
Psaki pointed out that many businesses in the United States had not paid taxes last years.
"We need to change that. We should not incentivize companies sending jobs overseas," Psaki 
said.
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Trial Shows COVID-19 Vaccine More Effective in Teens Than Adults - Pfizer

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - A phase 3 coronavirus vaccine trial of more than 2,200 
adolescents aged 12-15 demonstrated nearly 100 percent efficacy and robust immune
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responses that exceeded results of earlier trials of participants aged 16-25, Pfizer-BioNTech 
said on Wednesday.
"We plan to submit these data to FDA [Food and Drug Administration] as a proposed 
amendment to our Emergency Use Authorization in the coming weeks and to other regulators 
around the world, with the hope of starting to vaccinate this age group before the start of the 
next school year,” Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla said in a press release.
The trial enrolled 2,260 adolescents 12 to 15 years of age in the United States. Eighteen cases 
of COVID-19 were observed in the placebo group versus none in the vaccinated group, the 
release said.
Last week, Pfizer and the joint developer, BioNTech, began dosing healthy children aged 5 to 
11-years-old in what the company described as a "global Phase 1/2/3” trial.
The trial will later expand to include younger children in groups aged 2 to 5, followed by babies 
and toddlers aged 6 months to 2 years old, according to the release.
The Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine is currently authorized for individuals at least 16 years old.
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US Receives $335 Min From Sudan in Compensation for Attacks - State Dept

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States has received a payment of more than 
$300 million from Sudan to compensate victims of attacks on two American embassies and the 
USS Cole as well as the killing of a US diplomat, Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said on 
Wednesday.
"We are pleased to announce that the United States received the $335 million provided by 
Sudan to compensate victims of the 1998 bombings of the US Embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania and the USS Cole in 2000 as well as the 2008 killing of USAID employee John 
Granville,” Blinken said in a statement.
Blinken thanked Sudan for its "constructive efforts" over the past two years to resolve 
outstanding compensation claims and said he hoped the money would help the victims find 
some resolution after the tragedies they endured.
"With this challenging process behind us, US-Sudan relations can start a new chapter," he said. 
“We look forward to expanding our bilateral relationship and to continuing our support for the 
efforts of the civilian-led transitional government to deliver freedom, peace, and justice to the 
Sudanese people."
Former President Donald Trump's administration in December removed Sudan from the US 
blacklist of state sponsors of terrorism after the country's transitional government agreed to pay 
$335 million in compensation to victims of attacks and recognize the state of Israel.
The US blacklisted the African nation in 1993 for sheltering the leader of the Al-Qaeda terrorist 
group (banned in Russia), Osama bin Laden and supporting Palestinian groups such as Hamas. 
Sudan's longtime strongman leader Omar a I-Bashir was ousted in a popular uprising in April 
2019, paving the way for the transitional government, which has sought to get the country 
removed from the US terror list.
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Kerry Intends to Visit India, UAE in Coming Days to Advance US Climate Agenda - Reports

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - US Special Presidential Envoy John Kerry plans to travel 
to India and the United Arab Emirates in the coming days for talks aimed at advancing the Biden 
administration's climate agenda, the Wbll Street Journal reported on Wednesday, citing people 
familiar with the matter.
Kerry is expected to officially announce his travel plans later in the day, and his trip could begin 
as early as this weekend with a visit to Abu Dhabi, the report said.
While in the UAE, Kerry is expected to participate in a regional discussion on climate on April 4. 
According to the report, all countries in the Middle East and North Africa region have been 
invited.
Under the Biden administration, the United States has resumed its active participation in 
projects focused on climate change. One of President Joe Biden’s first executive orders after 
assuming office concerned the return of the United States to the Paris Climate Agreement to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
The White House has confirmed that Biden has invited 40 global leaders, including Putin, to 
take part in the online talks, scheduled for April 22-23.
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US Receives $335 Min From Sudan in Compensation for Attacks - State Dept

WASHINGTON, March 31 (Sputnik) - The United States has received a payment of more than 
$300 million from Sudan to compensate victims of attacks on two American embassies and the 
USS Cole as well as the killing of a US diplomat, Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said on 
Wednesday.
“We are pleased to announce that the United States received the $335 million provided by 
Sudan to compensate victims of the 1998 bombings of the U.S. Embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania and the USS Cole in 2000 as well as the 2008 killing of USAID employee John 
Granville,” Blinken said in a statement.
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