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Two Hurt, One Seriously, in ‘Aviation Mishap’ at US Army’s Helicopter Training Base
by Morgan Artvukhina
Fort Rucker is one of 11 US military bases named after Confederate leaders, which the
Pentagon pledged to rename in the aftermath of a nationwide uprising against police violence
and white supremacy last year.
According to base officials, two people were involved in a helicopter crash at Fort Rucker, a US
Army base in southern Alabama on Tuesday.
The “aviation mishap” occurred on a UH-72 Lakota helicopter during a training flight on Tuesday
morning. The scout helicopter is commonly used at Fort Rucker’s Army Aviation School and can
carry two pilots and up to nine passengers. It is not considered suitable for combat operations
and was developed for domestic uses.
The incident happened near the Brown Stagefield, a separate facility west of New Brockton also
operated by Fort Rucker. According to local reports, first responders were instructed to deal with
an “entrapment” situation.
Local news has reported that one person is listed as being in serious condition and the other in
stable condition. The Army has launched an investigation of the crash.
.Another helicopter crash also happened recently at Fort Rucker in February, when an Apache
attack helicopter crashed at Hooper Airfield, another Army facility attached to the base. Local
reporters described the helicopter as being upside down, but both pilots survived the crash.
Fort Rucker is named after Edmund Rucker, a colonel in the Confederate Army, a rebel
movement that attempted to secede from the United States during the 1861-1865 Civil War in
an attempt to preserve the institutionalized enslavement of black people, whose labor was the
foundation of the plantation economy in the southern US states. The Confederacy lost the war
and the rebellious states were reincorporated; however, amid the reassertion of white
supremacist rule in the South under the Jim Crow apartheid system, many Confederate figures
were rehabilitated and honored with statues and other honorifics, such as having military bases
named after them.
In the aftermath of the nationwide uprising against police violence and white supremacy in the
summer of 2020, which in part targeted such Confederate honorifics, then-US Defense
Secretary Mark Esper said the Pentagon would establish a commission to rename all US bases
named after Confederate war heroes, including Fort Rucker. Then-US President Donald Trump
reversed that order, but lawmakers later included it in the 2021 National Defense Authorization
Act.
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Former President Bush Blasts GOP Under Trump as ‘Nativist’, Urges ‘Let’s Open Up the
Borders’
by Morgan Artvukhina
While former US President Barack Obama was known as the “deporter-in-chief,” immigration
deportations under his successor, Donald Trump, were in fact less than those by Obama’s
predecessor, George W. Bush, who created the Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency.
In his first live television interview in three years, former US President George W. Bush criticized
the path the Republican Party has taken under former US President Donald Trump, calling the
party “nativist” and “isolationist.”
Talking to NBC’s Today Show co-host Hoda Kotb in an interview on Tuesday, Bush described
the Republican Party as “isolationist, protectionist, and to a certain extent, nativist," saying it’s
“not exactly my vision.”
In the context of American politics, nativism refers to a xenophobic nationalist movement that
first arose in the 1830s amid fears that Catholic German and Irish immigrants would corrupt the
morals and institutions of a country settled and founded largely by English and Scottish
Protestants. In the 21st century, nativism is associated with Trump’s “America First” politics,
especially its hostility to immigration.
Bush said that like many former US presidents, he had generally tried to refrain from intervening
in the politics of his successors. One exception was in the aftermath of the January 6, 2021,
insurrection by followers of Trump, when Bush issued a statementcalling it “sickening” and said
it could cause “grave damage” to the country.
He expanded on those thoughts Tuesday, telling Hoda again that it “kind of made me sick,” but
noting he “was optimistic that we would survive that because I believe so strongly in the
institutional stability of our country. And it did survive."
However, he said the Trump-centered nativist streak in the GOP hasn’t necessarily triumphed,
telling NBC Tuesday that a candidate “has a shot” if they show a willingness to adapt on issues
such as gun control, immigration, and education. He also said he favored “border enforcement
with a compassionate touch” without explaining further.
"I think pro-immigration isn't the right way to put it," Bush said. "I think border enforcement with a
compassionate touch. That's how I would put it. That's what immigration basically means, let's
open up the borders."
Under Bush, who was president from 2001 to 2009, many of the seeds of the present
immigration crackdown were planted, including creation of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) in 2003 as part of the new Department of Homeland Security, casting
immigration as a national security issue. Muslims and South Asian immigrants also received
greatly heightened scrutiny under Bush, including profiling by both the FBI and the
Transportation Security Administration.
According to DHS statistics viewed by the New Republic, between 2001 and 2008, the US
conducted 8.3 million informal “returns” of immigrants, forcing them back across the border, and
carried out another 2 million formal deportation. By contrast, in Trump’s single presidential term,
he deported just over 1 million immigrants, although under his tenure entry was made much
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more restrictive - including the total closure of the US-Mexico border at one point - and the
treatment of migrants was much harsher.
Bush’s comments come amid the attempted creation of an “America First Caucus” by Trump
follower Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA), which she said would push to protect "uniquely
Anglo-Saxon political traditions.” However, the effort was quickly quashed by House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), who last week spoke outaaainst “nativist dog whistles.”
They also come after John Boehner, a former Republican representative from Ohio who led the
GOP in the House as Majority Leader from 2006 until 2011, and later as Speaker of the House
until his resignation in 2015, criticized the party as worse than when he was in Congress, when
it was already known as “Crazytown.” He wrote in a recently published memoir that voters
should only send delegates to Washington to “represent you who actually want to get things
done instead of hucksters making pie-in-the-sky promises or legislative terrorists just looking to
go to Washington and blow everything up.”
However, Bush didn’t restrict his criticisms to Trump: he also talked about US President Joe
Biden announcing the war in Afghanistan would be over by September 11, 2021. Bush launched
the war in October 2001 in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon, which were carried out by the terrorist group al-Qaeda from its headquarters in
Afghanistan, where it was tolerated by the Islamist Taliban government. While the Taliban was
quickly forced from power, it has remained a powerful fighting force in the Afghan countryside,
forcing the United States to negotiate a peace deal after 19 years of fighting and bearing the
condition that all US and allied forces leave Afghanistan.
"My first reaction was wow, these girls (in Afghanistan) are gonna have real trouble with the
Taliban," Bush told NBC. "A lot of gains have been made, and so I'm deeply concerned about
the plight of women and girls in that country. I think we'll see, time will tell.”
"I think the administration hopes that the girls are gonna be OK through diplomacy. We'll find
out. All I know is the Taliban when they had the run of the place, they were brutal."
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Technically a Coup’: Chad’s Military Suspends Constitution as Slain President Deby’s Son
Takes Over
by Morgan Artvukhina
Chad is just one of several African nations on which former colonial powers have kept tight reins
through military cooperation, debt diplomacy, and multinational corporate investment in
resources extraction. The Sahelian nation plays a key role in sustaining the French military
presence in West Africa.
After the unexpected death of Chadian President Idriss Deby Itno on the battlefield on Tuesday,
the military has quickly moved to put his son, Mahmud ibn Idriss Deby Itno, in charge. However,
critics are calling the move a coup against Chad’s constitution and a message of continuity to
France, Chad’s former colonizer and close ally.
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On Tuesday, a spokesperson for the Chadian military, Azem Bermandoa Agouna, announced
on state-owned TV Chad that President Deby had “just taken his final breath while defending
the territorial integrity on the battlefield.” Hours earlier, Deby had reportedly been wounded
during a fight against the rebel group Front for Alternation and Concord in Chad (FACT), which
was rapidly advancing on the capital of N’Djamena. It had also just been announced that he had
won a sixth term as president in essentially uncontested elections, taking 79% of the vote.
In the aftermath, the military moved quickly to put the 37-year-old ibn Idriss in charge, including
suspending the constitution in favor of a transitional charter and creating an 18-month
transitional council, according to Al Jazeera. The army also dissolved the government and the
National Assembly, closed all air and land borders, and instituted a nighttime curfew from 6pm
to 5am.
“In the face of this worrying situation, the people of Chad must show their commitment to peace,
to stability, and to national cohesion,” Agouna said.
‘Coup’ or ‘Continuity’?
However, this flurry of changes has caught the attention of onlookers who are weary of yet
another coup attempt in the Sahelian nation of 16 million. Ayo Sogunro, a Nigerian author and
human rights lawyer, blasted the move as a “coup against the constitution” and called on the
African Union to repudiate ibn Idriss’ move.
“Chad has no vice president and, by law the National Assembly completes the term of an
incumbent president who dies,” Sogunro tweeted on Tuesday. “The Army seizing power and
conferring it on the son of the president (who was the former president's deputy chief of staff) is
a coup and unconstitutional.”
Abubakar Sidiq Usman, a Nigerian blogger who serves as special assistant to Nigerian Senate
President Ahmad Lawan, noted there had already been reports of generals being executed
since ibn Idriss took power to “show he is in charge.”
“Is [Deby’s] death truly caused by what was reported or something else?” he asked.
Nathanial Powell, author of the book “France’s Wars in Chad: Military Intervention and
Decolonization in Africa,” told Al Jazeera the move “is technically a coup, but it is signalling to
Chadians but also the international community that there is an absolute commitment to regime
continuity.”
“That sends a very strong message to France and to Chad’s other international partners that
they can expect continuity. I think that’s the message they’re trying to send - whether they can
sustain that is another question,” Powell said, noting the 68-year-old Deby had been grooming
his son for the role for several years.
Indeed, like his father, ibn Idriss is a military man who served as deputy commander of Chad’s
army detachment to Mali as part of Operation Barkhane. Under Deby, Chadian troops fought
from Mali to Darfur, from Libya to the Central African Republic, becoming some of the most
battle-hardened forces in central Africa.
A‘Courageous Friend’ of France
Upon news of Deby’s death, the office of French President Emmanuel Macron hailed him as a
“courageous friend” and “great soldier.”
“Chad is losing a great soldier and a president who has worked tirelessly for the security of the
country and the stability of the region for three decades,” Macron said, according to state-owned
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France24. He also emphasized the importance of Chad’s “stability and territorial integrity” amid
the struggle against FACT.
Similarly, French Defense Minister Florence Parly called Deby an “essential ally in the fight
against terrorism in the Sahel” and said that “what’s central to us now is that a process of
democratic transition can be implemented and the stability of Chad preserved.”
France’s 5,000-strong military force deployed to the Sahel, dubbed Operation Barkhane, is
headquartered in N’Djamena. Ostensibly being fought against Daesh and other terrorist groups
in the region, the war has been called France’s “forever war” and is increasingly unoopularboth
at home and in the five African nations that host French forces - all of which are former French
colonies.
Chad was ruled by France for 60 years, from 1900 to 1960, before gaining independence
alongside other French colonies as Paris fought a losing war to hold onto its settler colony in
Algeria. The region had previously been home to several powerful empires that grew rich
dominating the trade routes across the Sahel and Sahara, including the Bornu Empire, which
reached its greatest extent in the early 17th century under the legendary ruler Mai Idris Alooma.
However, even by the eve of French rule, the German explorer Heinrich Barth wrote of the
region’s rich cotton-producing cottage industry in favorable terms compared to the cotton mills of
Victorian England.
A Poor Oil-Rich Nation
Although Chad ranks among the world’s poorest nations, it is rich in petroleum, which along with
other mineral fuels accounted for 94% of its exports in 2019 and were worth nearly $1 billion.
However, declining oil prices were already hurting its fragile economy even before the
COVID-19 pandemic, which all but stalled after Anglo-Swiss multinational corporation Glencore
turned off the taps at the two huge oil fields it owns in southern Chad. The Mangara and Badila
oil fields had previously produced 10-14,000 barrels of oil per day, according to S&P Global
Platts estimates.
Chad’s total oil reserves are estimated at 1.5 billion barrels - more than in all of Australia. The oil
is primarily exported via a pipeline that leads to an offshore rig off the coast of Cameroon built
by a consortium that included ExxonMobil, Chevron and Patronas. However, N’Djamena gets
just 12.5% of the proceeds from each barrel of oil sold. A Chadian court settled a suit with
ExxonMobil in 2016 over $819 million in unpaid royalties.
N’Djamena is deeply indebted to Glencore, having refinanced a 2014 loan for $1.45 billion
intended to be repaid with oil shipments in 2018 in order to receive another International
Monetary Fund bailout. When Chad asked the IMF for debt restructuring in January of this year,
becoming the first nation to do so under new G20 rules, the country’s public or publicly
guaranteed debt - including the Glencore loan - was estimated at $2.8 billion or 25.6% of its
gross domestic product in 2019 term.
The United Arab Emirates has also invested heavily in Chad, putting $150 million towards its $9
billion economic restructuring plan in 2017 intended to shift its economy away from depending
on fuel exports. As Sputnik reported, in the aftermath of this investment, N’Djamena reversed its
1972 decision to suspend relations with Israel, becoming the first of several African nations to
do so, all of which have also received heavy Emirati investment in recent years.
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Tokyo Olympics Organizers Cancel Plans for Spectators at May 9 Test Game Amid COVID-19
Surge
by Morgan Artvukhina
Organizers of the Tokyo Olympic Games have already returned the roughly 630,000 tickets sold
to foreign spectators, but if the COVID-19 outbreak in the densely populated island nation
doesn’t abate by July, they may have to cancel domestic viewers’ tickets as well.
The Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics Organizing Committee said on Tuesday that it had
decided against a previous proposal to welcome some spectators to a May 9 test event.
Kvodo News reported Tuesday, citing “sources close to the matter,” that the May 9 test event at
the new National Stadium, a multi-use stadium in Tokyo’s Shinjuku ward that opened in
December 2019, will no longer allow the 20,000 spectators it had once anticipated letting in.
According to the Tokyo Games’ official website, a test event is “a dress rehearsal to confirm and
improve the competition and Games operation capabilities in order to ensure their successful
operation during the Olympic and Paralympic Games.” The site notes test events are typical for
Olympics Games.
A surging COVID-19 outbreak in the island nation is to blame for the reversal. Earlier this
month, the administration of Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga put Tokyo and Osaka under
“quasi-states of emergency,” but according to Reuters, two weeks in, the measures haven’t
blunted the outbreak.
As a result, Suga declared a full state of emergency in Osaka on Tuesday and is expected to do
so in Tokyo as well.
The Tokyo Olympic Games were originally scheduled for the summer of 2020, but the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic caused the games to be postponed until July 23 of this year. However,
games organizers are adamant that “the show will go on.” pandemic or not.
Games organizers also said on Tuesday that all athletes would be tested for COVID-19 on a
daily basis, primarily through saliva-based tests. That is also an increase, with earlier plans
calling for tests every four days.
Last month, organizers also made the call not to allow foreignspectators to come to Japan and
view the games, returning all 630,000 tickets previously sold. Typically, roughly 10-20% of
tickets are sold to foreign spectators. The decision is expected to further blunt a potential
outbreak of COVID-19, but will cost the country an estimated $1.4 billion in lost revenues.
Still, some nations aren’t taking any chances. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
announced earlier this month that its athletes would be staying home this year. At the last
Olympics, at PyeongChang, South Korea, in February 2018, the two Koreas competed under a
single team banner, the beginnings of a rapprochement that saw them pen an end-of-war
declaration the following September for the as-yet unresolved Korean War that ended in a 1953
ceasefire.
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Derek Chauvin Found Guilty in Death of Minnesota Resident George Floyd
by Morgan Artvukhina . Gabv Arancibia
Former Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin has been charged with second-degree
unintentional murder, third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter in the death of
Minnesota resident George Floyd on 25 May 2020. Chauvin is accused of placing his knee on
Floyd’s neck although Floyd said he could not breathe.
Jurors assigned to the Chauvin trial declared on Tuesday that the former cop was guilty on all
charges, bringing to a close three weeks’ worth of witness and expert testimony.
Charged with second-degree murder, Chauvin faces up to 40 years in prison on that offense
alone. The third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter carry maximum prison
sentences of 25 years and 10 years, respectively. Chauvin has pleaded not guilty to all charges.
Hennepin County District Judge Peter Cahill has also revoked Chauvin's bail, after which he
was handcuffed and led out of the courtroom.
Trial proceedings kicked off in late March after the case saw two jurors replaced after the $27
million settlement was offered to Floyd's family by the city of Minneapolis, Minnesota. At the
time, jurors informed Judge Cahill that they could not disregard the hefty settlement and were
unsure whether they could be impartial once the trial began.
Cahill had previously rejected efforts by the defense to change the location of the trial, ruling
that there is no part of the North Star State in which residents have not been privy to the details
of the fatal arrest.
The weeks’ worth of testimony saw occasionally emotional remarks from a number of witnesses
and repeated views of video footage documenting Floyd's 25 May 2020, arrest. Some of the
stand-out moments from the proceedings include Chauvin invoking his Fifth Amendment
privilege, and a defence witness suggesting carbon monoxide poisoning contributed to Floyd’s
death, since his face was near the tailpipe of a police car while pinned to the ground.
However, Floyd’s autopsy report indicates that he died of “cardiopulmonary arrest, complicating
law enforcement subdual, restraint and neck compression.” During the trial, several witnesses
also testified that Floyd died of asphyxia, which was not specifically mentioned in the medical
examiner’s report.
Chauvin Defense’s Closing Arguments
In Monday’s closing arguments, Chauvin’s defense attorney Eric Nelson reiterated to members
of the jury that his client’s use of force during the arrest was appropriate since he had seen
Floyd being combative with a pair of officers who had initially responded to the scene.
Nelson claimed that the “state has failed to meet its burden of proof beyond a reasonable
doubt,” emphasizing that prosecutors failed to consider the “totality of the circumstances,” as
required by law.
"The state has really focused on the 9 minutes and 29 seconds,” Nelson said, noting the amount
of time in which Chauvin kept his knee against Floyd’s neck. “It's not the proper analysis
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because the 9 minutes and 29 seconds ignores the previous 16 minutes and 59 seconds” when
Floyd was resisting officers’ commands.
"It says in that moment, at that point, nothing else that happened before should be taken into
consideration by a reasonable police officer,” the defence attorney continued.
Nelson also took the opportunity to highlight Minneapolis Police Lt Johnny Mercil’s testimony,
stating that the trainer acknowledged that placing a knee on an arrestee’s neck “can be utilised
in certain circumstances” when an individual’s level of resistance is spiked.
Mercil did state during cross examination that Chauvin’s filmed technique was not a proper neck
restraint, underscoring that “we tell officers to stay away from the neck when possible, and if
you’re going to use body weight to pin - to put it on their shoulder and be mindful of position.”
This Wasn’t Policing, This Was Murder,’ Prosecution Says Before Deliberation
In his last comments before jurors were set to begin their deliberations, Minnesota prosecutor
Steve Schleicher argued that Chauvin should be convicted of Floyd’s death, stressing that the
former officer acted cruelly and with indifference unbefitting of a policeman.
“Imagining a police officer committing a crime might be the most difficult thing you have to set
aside, because that’s just not the way we think about police officers,” Schleicher said. “What the
defendant did was not policing. What the defendant did was an assault.”
He later noted that the case “is exactly what you thought when you saw it first, when you saw
that video,” adding “this wasn’t policing, this was murder,” and that “there’s no excuse” for
Chauvin’s behavior during the fatal arrest.
Schleicher referenced the length of time that Chauvin held his knee on Floyd’s neck a total of 22
times during his closing arguments. The prosecutor used his time to summarise the
prosecution’s evidence, alleging that Chauvin ultimately killed Floyd on purpose as he chose
“pride over policing”.
However, Schleicher did add that the trial was by no means a “prosecution of the police”. He
told the courtroom that “there’s nothing worse for good police than a bad officer who doesn’t
follow the rules, who doesn’t follow procedure, who doesn’t follow training, who ignores the
policies of the department.”
Later, during the prosecution's rebuttal to the defense's closing arguments, prosecutor Jerry
Blackwell turned to Nelson's remarks that Floyd died as a result of heart disease and illegal drug
use instead of at the hands of Chauvin.
"You were told ... that Mr Floyd died because his heart was too big,” Blackwell said. "The truth
of the matter is that the reason George Floyd is dead is because Mr Chauvin’s heart was too
small."
Other defendants connected with Floyd’s death include J Alexander Kueng, Thomas Lane and
Tou Thao, who have all been charged with aiding and abetting murder and manslaughter. The
three former officers are scheduled to be tried in August.
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Leader of National Socialist Movement Arrested for Aggravated Assault Following Arizona Rally
by Evan Craighead
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Earlier this month, the Arizona Department of Administration rejected an event permit
application submitted by the National Socialist Movement (NSM), citing inadequate insurance.
Nevertheless, members of the US-based Nationalist Front group assembled at a different
location on Saturday, where they were seen clashing with counter-protesters.
Burt Colucci, leader of the NSM - one of the largest Neo-Nazi groups in the US, was arrested in
Chandler, Arizona, on Monday and booked on a charge of aggravated assault, according to
court documents made public on Tuesday.
A probable cause statement issued by Chandler Police Department officers detailed that, on the
morning of April 19, Colucci and another man, both white, allegedly got into a verbal dispute
with a group of Black men after seeing them litter.
Colucci claimed that he drew his handgun "to a low ready position" after the other men
mentioned having firearms. However, the NSM leader said he "never pointed the firearm at
anybody."
Prior to leaving the scene, the group of Black men allegedly began throwing trash at Colucci
and his car. In response, Colucci "deployed pepper spray into the vehicle" belonging to the other
men.
Both parties are said to have hurled racial insults at the other group.
According to an alleged victim and an independent third-party witness, Colucci did point his
handgun at the victim. The NSM leader was ultimately arrested on Monday "based off the victim
and the third party witness statements."
A second, similar incident allegedly occurred, but Colucci was not charged for his alleged role in
it because "there was no handgun seen during the second incident," the statement read.
Colucci, who lives in Florida, was in the area for a demonstration that was ultimately canceled
due to inadequate insurance coverage that likely related to counter-protests.
After failing to secure a permit, members of the NSM decided to assemble at Eastlake Park in
Phoenix, Arizona. The city website describes Eastlake Park (originally named 'Phoenix Park') as
"the focal point of African American history in Phoenix."
Local resident Leonard Clark recorded and published live footage of the scene on Facebook.
A separate social media video shows members of the group marching through the park with
various flags and a shield emblazoned with the NSM coat of arms. One man, presumed to be
Colucci, is seen flashing his middle fingers to onlookers.
Colucci became commander of the NSM after Jeff Schoep, the group's former longtime leader,
disavowed the movement and began speaking about the group.
The new leader has spoken out against Schoep, claiming the ex-commander of the NSM is
switching sides to reduce legal liabilities related to the notorious "Unite the Right" rally in
Charlottesville. Virginia, in 2017.
"I don’t understand it. Why people [sic] go from one extreme to another?" Colucci rhetorically
asked The Detroit News in 2020. "I don’t see why people trust them."
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COVID-19 and 4/20: Twitter in Stitches as 'Mayor of Marijuana' Offers 'Joints for Jabs' - Photos
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by Evan Craighead
For those who indulge, April 20 marks an annual, international celebration of marijuana
legalization, advocacy and normalization. As states and localities across the US take steps to
decriminalize and legalize the psychoactive substance, 4/20 demonstrations have become less
about defiance, and more of a time for campaigning and celebration.
Marijuana advocates New-York based AIDS coalition Act Up NY managed to merge the 4/20
holiday with its public health efforts on Tuesday via its "Joints for Jabs" event at Union Square in
New York City, New York.
"The marijuana community supports the science behind the COVID vaccine and what better
way to encourage cannabis users to get vaccinated than to give out free pot," activist Dana Beal
said in a statement about the event.
The event, led in part by a man aptly dubbed the "Mayor of Marijuana," came a little over a
month after New York Governor Andrew Cuomo signed a bill legalizing recreational marijuana
use.
While the "Joints for Jab" festivities only lasted until 4:20 p.m. local time, netizens did not stop
weighing in on the event.
While the "Joints for Jabs" event in New York received a lot of social media buzz, the nation's
capital was also home to a parallel initiative launched by DC Marijuana Justice, an advocacy
group founded in 2013.
"There are too many people denying science when it comes to the vaccines, and we want to say
if you believe that cannabis is scientifically proven to be safe, then you also have to believe that
the vaccine is safe because it too has been scientifically proven to be safe using clinical trials,"
activist Adam Eidinger told Reuters on Tuesday.
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'He Was Executed': Americans Scoff as Pelosi Thanks George Floyd for 'Sacrificing' His Life
by Evan Craighead
On Tuesday, a jury found ex-Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin guilty of all three
charges related to the May 25, 2020, murder of 46-year-old George Floyd. Chauvin is set to be
sentenced over the next eight weeks and stands to face 75 years behind bars for
second-degree unintentional murder, third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter.
While speaking at the Congressional Black Caucus' news conference on Chauvin's conviction,
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi took a brief moment to look up at the sky and thank Floyd - for
his death.
"Thank you George Floyd for sacrificing your life for justice," she said on Tuesday, as lawmakers
around her nodded in agreement.
"Because of you and because of thousands, millions of people around the world who came out
for justice - your name will always be synonymous with justice," she added.
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While those immediately around Pelosi appeared moved by her remarks, netizens gave the
House Speaker a major side-eye.
Some even called for Pelosi to walk back her statement and re-issue an address to the public
and Floyd's family.
The House Speaker eventually took to social media and made loose references to her initial
comments, which caused her to trend almost immediately.
"George Floyd should be alive today. His family’s calls for justice for his murder were heard
around the world. He did not die in vain," she tweeted. "We must make sure other families don't
suffer the same racism, violence & pain, and we must enact the George Floyd #JudgelnPolicing
Act."
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Presidential Slip - Political Cartoon
Earlier, Minnesota’s Hennepin County District Judge Peter Cahill urged politicians to keep their
opinions of the Chauvin trial under wraps because it could provide the defense with a valid shot
at filing an appeal on the case.
US President Joe Biden on Tuesday offered his remarks on the legal proceedings surrounding
the trial against former Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin, despite warnings from the
judge overseeing the case that doing so may prompt unwanted results.
Hours ahead of the final guilty verdicts against Chauvin, Biden told reporters that he was
“praying” for the “right verdict,” emphasizing that he was in the clear to utter the remarks
because the jury “is sequestered now.”
Biden’s commentary came in the wake of backlash over statements made by Rep. Maxine
Waters (D-CA), who told the public over the weekend that she would “fight with all of the people
who stand for justice” if the trial did not conclude with a guilty verdict.
At the time, Cahill told members of the courtroom after jury deliberations began that he wished
“elected officials would stop talking about this case, especially in a manner that is disrespectful
to the rule of law.”
Later Tuesday, Biden was blasted by Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), who told
reporters that it is “unhelpful” for congressional lawmakers and the president to weigh in on such
matters since Chauvin was entitled to a fair trial.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Ed Woodward Quits Manchester United Amid European Super League Drama
by Gabv Arancibia
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European football was recently rocked after 12 of Europe's leading football clubs announced
they would be taking part in the newly-proposed European Super League, which would serve as
a rival to the UEFA Champions League. The move has received severe backlash from fans.
Ed Woodward, who serves as the executive vice-chairman of the Manchester United football
club, has reportedly resigned from his post in the wake of the European Super League fallout.
Citing sources familiar with the development, The Telegraph reoortedthat Woodward is expected
to part ways from the club effective immediately.
However, it was also reported that Woodward had been planning on leaving at the end of the
2021 season. Woodward had been with the club for roughly 14 years.
The club has yet to release an official statement on Woodward's parting.
Earlier, the former investment banker stepped down from his post on UEFA's Professional
Football Strategy Council after plans were announced on Sunday over the Super League
initiative.
The latest development came as the Manchester City, Liverpool, Arsenal, Tottenham and
Chelsea football clubs pulled out of the European Super League plans, a move which was
subsequently hailed by even British Prime Minister Boris Johnson.
It's unclear whether Manchester United will follow suit and pull out of the new league effort.
Aside from Man U, clubs Atletico, Real Madrid, Barcelona, AC, Inter Milan and Juventus are still
in the league's play.
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Rouhani: Vienna Talks Could See JCPOA Fully Restored Soon If US Acts With ‘Honesty’
by Gaby Arancibia
Senior diplomats from the US, Iran, Germany, France, Russia, China and the European Union
have been holding meetings throughout April in a bid to map out a manner in which the 2015
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) can be fully restored. Talks nearly came to an
abrupt end last week after an attack damaged Iran’s Natanz nuclear facility.
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani declared on Tuesday that the US and Iran could reach an
agreement to return to the 2015 nuclear deal soon, so long as American negotiators proceed
with “honesty” for the duration of ongoing talks.
Rouhani remarked during a meeting with activists in Tehran that the Vienna talks “have
progressed about 60, 70%,” adding that “if the Americans act within the framework of honesty,
we will achieve results in a short time.”
While the Iranian government intends to make the most of the opportunities presented at the
meetings, the Iranian president emphasized that the Middle Eastern nation is also in “no hurry”
to revive the deal.
However, Rouhani did clarify that the talks have progressed in line with the framework devised
by Ayatollah AN Khamenei, an agreement which notes that Iran only intends to resume JCPOA
stipulations once all sanctions imposed by the US are lifted in one step, and only after Iran is
able to verify their removal.
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Earlier Tuesday, top Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi underscored that his
delegation would effectively pull out from the negotiations if talks lead to “unreasonable
demands, waste of time and irrational bargaining."
"It is too early to judge the outcome or to say whether we are optimistic or pessimistic, but we
think we are on the right track," Araghchi told Iranian state TV, as reported by the Swiss
Broadcasting Corporation.
Negotiators are expected to meet for another round of discussions in Vienna in the coming
week.
Since the start of the Biden administration, hopes remained high that tensions between
Washington and Tehran would ease, however, that has not entirely been the case. To date, both
countries have called on the other to act first in order to resume JCPOA promises.
Following the US’ 2018 withdrawal from the nuclear deal and the Trump administration's
subsequent “maximum pressure” campaign against Iran, Tehran promptly moved away from
restrictions implemented as part of the JCPOA.
More recently, the Iranian officials announced that it would be upping its uranium enrichment
levels to 60%, far exceeding the roughly 4% enrichment restrictions outlined under the 2015
agreement.
The latest developments came after Rouhani recently acknowledgedthat Tehran has the
capability to enrich its uranium supplies up to 90%, but that it has no intentions to do so in an
effort to create nuclear weapons.
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Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Duterte Says Conflict With China Over Regional Waters Will Not End ‘Without Any Bloodshed'
by MariTi Blaise Lovell
The Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague, Netherlands, ruled in 2016 that China has no
legal basis to claim the majority of the sea located between western Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan. Beijing subsequently deployed hundreds of Chinese naval
vessels into territorial waters exclusive to the Philippines’ economic zone.
Rodrigo Duterte, the president of the Philippines, responded to the presumed military threat
from China in a televised Monday speech, claiming “there is no other way but a war.” Duterte
threatened to deploy his own warships, saying he does not see the conflict ending “without any
bloodshed.”
"We can retake it only by force. There is no way we can get back what they call the Philippine
sea without any bloodshed,” Duterte told his cabinet members, including Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana. “You know the cost of war.”
The Philippine president went on to say that a conflict “would be bloody,” and that it may “result
in a violence that we cannot maybe win."
The televised address marked the first time that Duterte has publicly acknowledged the swarms
of Chinese ships currently occupying the Julina Felipe Reef, a coral reef that is miles west of the
archipelagic province of Palawan, as well as other parts of the West Philippine Sea.
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“Just to show the Filipino that no matter how many times we go back there, nothing will happen
because we are not in the possession of the sea,” he repeated, asking Lorenzana if it would be
possible for him or a team to venture into the Chinese-occupied Whitsun Reef, which is located
in the South China Sea’s Spratly Islands.
Lorenzana replied by stating there was no obstacle presented by China that would block them
from carrying out such an operation, and that even their Navy ships can travel to conduct their
usual resupply missions to the islands of the Kalayaan Island Group.
Duterte held on to his belief that the presence of Filipino ships on the Western Sea would only
be allowed by order of the Chinese because “in their mind, it’s theirs.”
The Philippines’ Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) has issued numerous diplomatic protests
over what they claim to be the illegal presence of Beijing’s maritime militia, calling on the
Chinese Embassy in Manila to address the issue.
“The continued presence of Chinese maritime militias in the area reveals their intent to further
occupy features in the West Philippine Sea,” Lorenzana wrote in the statement. “They have
done this before at Panatag Shoal or Bajo de Masinloc and at Panganiban Reef, brazenly
violating Philippine sovereignty and sovereign rights under international law.”
“As a party to the [Declaration on the Conduct of Parties], China should refrain from conducting
activities that disturb regional and international peace and security,” it continued.
Duterte has refuted suggestions from retired Supreme Court Justice Antonio Carpio, who
believes that an order from the United Nations may be the pressure China needs to respect
Philippine sovereignty. Duterte, during a pre-recorded cabinet meeting aired on Monday,
referred to Carpio as a “dreamer” who runs his mouth and reaffirmed previous warnings that he
would become more assertive if China started to excavate material resources out of the
disputed sea.
"When they get the oil, nickel, or whatever precious stones, that would be the time [to act]
because that is the time that we should act on it,” Duterte said at the meeting, adding, “I will also
start to drill my oil there. If you own it, I own it.”
Duterte last raised concerns to the United Nations about China’s occupation of the disputed
waters during the 75th UN General Assembly back in 2020, raising a red flaaover the presumed
threat of war. Since then, Duterte has been silent over the issues and expressed doubt that
China would leave the West Philippine Sea, even if the UN compelled it to do so.
"The Chinese government will just give you a finger. You cannot scare them because they firmly
believe that it is theirs contrary to our...opinion that it is ours," the president said during a
pre-recorded public address last Monday.
The Philippines, as one of the US’ oldest allies in Asia, can invoke its Mutual Defense Treaty
with the US, but only if the country is attacked or assaulted. This possibility only adds to the
ongoing build-up of tension between the US and China.
Late last week, the Philippines sent four of its warships into the Julian Felipe Reef, along with
warplanes and two missile-guided frigates. In a show of power, the US also sent the aircraft
carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt along with an escort of submarines, destroyers, cruisers, and
dozens of aircraft. The US also deployed the USS Makin Island, an assault ship that has its own
barrage of escorts.
Chinese vessels have since dissipated respecting the show of force, but not showing signs of
completely backing down.
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New Buddhist Uprising? Taiwan Vows to Train Buddhists, Taoists to Fight Off Chinese Invasion
by MariTi Blaise Lovell
In March, the Pentagon’s Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) notified the American
Institute in Taiwan that US President Joe Biden was set to approve his administration’s first
weapons sale to Taiwan, in a move intended to beef up the island nation’s armed forces against
possible attack from Chinese troops.
Chiu Kuo Cheng, the newly appointed US-trained head of Taiwan’s Ministry of National
Defense, revealed during a Monday parliamentary hearing that the government plans to expand
the country’s military reserve force by including volunteers from local Buddhist and Taoist
temples.
Chiu added that the expansion would also include community leaders and members of
non-governmental organizations, such as the churches and temples who already function as
key players by providing food and shelter during major emergencies.
Newsweek reports that defense ministry analysts concluded this holy “temple militia” would not
be fighting on the front lines if a Chinese invasion were to happen. However, the expansion of
familiar arms based around villages and townships could contribute greatly to the insurgencies
and defenses of key roads and bridges.
In attempts to reorganize its war efforts amid alleged military intimidation from China, Taiwan
has reaffirmed its plan to establish a new reserve mobilization agency to oversee reform of its
reserve force. Currently, the low-numbered and poorly-trained reserve only includes volunteer
police and firefighters.
In order to expand and increase training, the country will need to readjust amendments to its
Civil Defense Act, which was established by the Chinese Ministry of Interior and forbids the
recruitment of active military personnel or those receiving military training.
Taiwan’s reserve force plans to start a trial for the new volunteer policy in 2022. By next
February, they plan to provide more combat-ready training for reservists. According to the
defense ministry’s proposed schedule, the aim is that by 2024, the initiative will be launched in
earnest.
According to Newsweek, Taiwan plans to launch one of its largest military drills, the annual Han
Kuang exercise, on Friday. This will include a phase one computer simulation of a full-scale
Chinese invasion, which Taiwan’s armed forces will train to repel for a week. Phase two of the
drill is scheduled for mid-July.
The standing force numbers in Taiwan are now about 185,000, with availability for another
260,000. However, a booming population stands 23 million strong, and can possibly provide an
unknown element of power during a potential conflict.
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Discord Reportedly Ends Multimillion-Dollar Deal With Microsoft as Platform Eyes Potential IPO
by MariTi Blaise Lovell
Social networking platform Discord was originally favored by gamers for its voice, text, and
video chatting capabilities, but has now vastly expanded amid the pandemic as many have
been told to remain home and work remotely. Last month, software giant Microsoft began talks
to buy out platform Discord in a $10 billion bid.
San Francisco-based Discord has halted negotiations to sell itself to any potential buyers including Microsoft - for the time being, it was revealed Tuesday.
According to The Wall Street Journal. Discord had received interest from at least three
companies for a potential buyout but instead opted to reject all offers as it looks to go forward
with an initial public offering (IPO).
Microsoft has been on a hunt to expand its social media presence, trying unsuccessfully to
negotiate talks with the video-sharing social network TikTok last year. The company also shut
down its livestreaming service Mixer last June after struggling to compete with livestreaming
giants Twitch, YouTube and Facebook.
However, that does not take away from other successful negotiations the software tech giant
has made this year alone, with a $7.5 billionpurchase of video game company ZeniMax Media
Inc., the parent company of Bethesda, which is well-known for “The Elder Scrolls,” “Fallout” and
“Doom” video game series.
A deal with Discord would place Microsoft on a higher level of quality for certain users who claim
that Discord’s platform offers better audio than other competing chat services, including Xbox
and Skype, both of which are Microsoft-owned.
Discord, which was founded in 2015, offers its users a platform where they are able to form
groups called servers that consist of friends or communities related to a vast majority of topics.
The company makes its money solely by selling subscription access to users for exclusive
perks, like emojis and enhanced video resolution. This is starkly different from its competitors
such as Facebook and Twitter, both of which generate most revenue through targeted ads built
around selling users’ data.
Subscription-based business models have become increasingly more attractive to tech
investors. The Wall Street Journal reported this is mainly because it provides consistent and
predictable revenue, however, this type of strategy requires dependence on its users being
willing to commit.
“You’re banking on making more revenue from a small subset of passionate customers willing to
pay for the product than you could from showing ads to the whole customer base,” Doug
Clinton, managing partner at investment and research firm Loup Ventures, told the Journal.
Last year, Discord reportedly doubled its monthly user base generating $130 million in revenue,
and although the company still lacks profitability, the owners claim they prefer to stay
independent for the time being.
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Discord CEO Jason Citron, an avid gamer and game developer, has noted that the majority of
the company’s growth was through word of mouth. In recent months, it has invested in
promoting itself to college students. Citron has said that he will continue to lean on the
platform’s large base of devoted users to help it become more profitable in the future.
Like other social tech platforms, Discord has struggled with moderation challenges as it does
not monitor users' conversations. “Privacy is built into our product from the ground up,” Citron
admitted to the Journal.
Discord uses a combination of machine learning, employees, and volunteer moderators to
target violators of its rules and conducts. This puts the company at a more user-trustworthy
advantage, since social media tech giants like Face book and Twitter have faced backlash over
their alleged silencing of speech over the past few months.
In a decision meant to move forward with the idea of an IPO, Discord last month hired its first
finance chief, Tomasz Marcinkowski.
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RPT - NASA Says to Cooperate Closely With Roscosmos on ISS Through at Least 2024
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - NASA plans to cooperate closely with Russia’s Roscosmos
on the International Space Station (ISS) through at least 2024, spokesperson Stephanie
Schierholz told Sputnik, avoiding comments on what will happen after Moscow’s planned exit
from the initiative.
"The Russians have confirmed their participation in the ISS Program through at least 2024, as
have NASA and the Japanese, European and Canadian space agencies," Schierholz said on
Tuesday. "NASA and Roscosmos have and will continue to work closely as partners to safely
conduct ISS operations."
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yury Borisov said on Sunday that the country will exit the ISS
initiative in 2025 and will inform its international partners about that decision.
Launched in 1998, the ISS is a joint initiative between Russia, Europe, Canada, Japan and the
United States.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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RPT - Canada, Partners Discussing ISS Future After 2024 Amid Russia Plans Exit - Space
Agency
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - Canada and other International Space Station (ISS)
partners are in discussions about the future of the multinational project amid Russia’s planned
exit in 2024, a Canadian Space Agency spokesperson told Sputnik.
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Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yury Borisov told public broadcaster Rossiya 1 on Sunday that
the country will exit the ISS initiative in 2025 and will inform its international partners about that
decision.
"Partners are currently committed to continue participating in the program until at least the end
of 2024. What happens to the Station beyond 2024 will be determined by the ISS partners.
Discussions are ongoing, and Canada is at the table,” Andrea Matte said in a statement on
Tuesday.
Earlier in the day, NASA told Sputnik that it plans to cooperate closely with Russia's Roscosmos
on the ISS through at least 2024.
Russia has stated its intention to build a national space station as well as to embark on manned
flights to the Moon and a mission to Mars using a nuclear tug.
Launched in 1998, the ISS is a joint initiative between Russia, Europe, Canada, Japan and the
United States.
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RPT - Canada's First Budget in 2 Years Road to Stagflation, Pre-Election Vote Buying- Politician
TORONTO, April 20 (Sputnik) - The Trudeau government's first budget in more than two years
is a precursor to long-term stagflation and an attempt to woo potential voters ahead of a
possible national election, People’s Party of Canada leader Maxime Bernier told Sputnik.
On Monday, Canada’s Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland delivered
the country’s first budget since March 19, 2019, in which she revealed that the budget deficit
stands at a record $282.67 billion amid massive spending in response to the novel coronavirus
pandemic.
Bernier predicted that in the short-term the government will encourage Canadians to rely on
social programs, rather than seeking employment, while federal authorities continue to print
money to fund the deficits and monopolize resources.
"In the longer term, it will inevitably lead to less productivity and less economic growth, and
more inflation, i.e, stagflation,” Bernier said on Tuesday.
Stagflation, the portmanteau of stagnation and inflation, is an economic condition characterized
by slow economic growth and high unemployment levels coinciding with rising inflation.
Stagflation is usually the result of excess monetary stimulus.
The document also revealed that the government of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau intends to
keep government debt above 100 percent of the Canadian economy for the foreseeable future
and that the federal debt-to-GDP ratio will remain above 50 percent until 2025-26.
While the government said that it is committed to reducing federal debt as a share of the
economy, it did not provide a number that would serve as a "fiscal anchor,” a point that drew
condemnation from official opposition leader Erin O’Toole.
The budget included a number of big-ticket spending items, including an allotted $80.93 billion
over the next three years toward recovery from the economic devastation inflicted upon the
country the coronavirus pandemic.
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The stimulus package includes funding towards a child-care program, extending the Canada
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) - a $1,400 monthly benefit for workers affected by the
novel coronavirus pandemic - and establishing a $11.97 federal minimum wage.
Bernier believes the budget is tailored to be a pre-election platform designed to woo potential
voters.
"Of course. The government is spending billions of dollars on various electoral clienteles to buy
votes,” Bernier said, responding to a question of whether the document presented on Monday
was a pre-election budget.
In the ensuing analysis of the document, numerous pundits noted that the budget contains
incentives for a vast array of Canadians, with one prominent state TV host calling it “a budget
that leaves no voters behind.”
However, despite O’Toole, who wields control over the largest opposition caucus in Canada's
history, calling the financial plan an “election budget” and a “massive letdown,” New Democrat
Party (NDP) leader Jagmeet Singh said ahead of the presentation that his party would not
trigger an election, suggesting support for the document.
Support from 24 NDP parliamentarians would be enough for the budget to be signed into law,
and Singh has previously supported the minority Liberal in matters of confidence.
Bernier summarized the plan, saying that it will set new records for spending, encroach on
provincial jurisdictions and is a precursor to a “socialist economy” in Canada.
Canada’s two most represented opposition parties in the House of Commons - the
Conservatives and the Bloc Quebecois - will now propose amendments and sub-amendments
to the document after which parliament will vote to pass the budget or trigger a federal election.
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RPT - Biden’s Pledge at Upcoming Climate Summit Pivotal But Still ‘Inadequate’ - Think Tank
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States’ return to the Paris Climate Agreement is
pivotal in the global fight against climate change, but US President Joe Biden's upcoming
summit during which he will announce Washington’s climate pledge is still insufficient, Executive
Director of the US-based think tank EcoEquity, Tom Athanasiou, told Sputnik.
President Biden has invited more than 40 countries to participate in a virtual climate change
summit on Thursday and Friday that symbolically overlaps with Earth Day. Biden is expected to
announce the United States’ new climate pledge after gaining re-admittance to the Paris
Climate Agreement in February.
"His infrastructure plans would be a big deal if he is able to put them into practice. So too his
new climate pledge, though we don't quite know the details yet. They will be made public, it
seems, on the 22nd. Here I should be clear. The pledge will simultaneously be a major shift
from Trump-era policy and entirely inadequate to the climate challenge," Athanasiou, whose
think tank is also a member of the US Climate Action Network, said.
The infrastructure plans proposed by Biden include initiatives that help combat climate change,
such as installing more than 500,000 electric vehicle charging stations around the United States
by 2030 in an attempt to boost the electric vehicle market.
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While Athanasiou said he believes such initiatives and holding the summit are good, he also
pointed out that they must not overshadow the UN-brokered COP climate negotiations.
"Given the need to pivot back to a real climate policy after the Trump years, it seems a good
move. What is essential is that it not in any way take the place of the UN climate negotiations,
which have to remain the core of international climate policymaking," Athanasiou said.
Changes in the US political leadership are very consequential in the global fight against climate
change, Athanasiou added.
"The change will be even greater if Democrats are able to hold power. As you know, the US is
not monolithic, and its future is unclear... The United States is very divided politically, and the
right-wing is very strongly aligned with the fossil fuel industry," he added.
Athanasiou went on to say that while US participation in the Paris climate accords made its
targets achievable, a concerted global effort was necessary to reverse the dire situation.
"[The US’s return to the Paris Agreement] means that the goals of the Paris Agreement are
achievable. But the science is grim... the Paris Agreement can still be made to work. However,
all the major nations — including both the US and Russia — will have to do their fair share in
the shared global effort for this to be possible," Athanasiou said.
The Paris Agreement, made within the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2015,
has a long-term goal of limiting the global rise in temperature to 2 degrees Celsius. The Trump
administration announced that it would withdraw the US, one of the major players, from the
agreement in 2017, but had to wait until 2019 to formally do so. On his first day in the White
House, President Joe Biden announced that the US would be rejoining the agreement, officially
gaining readmission in February of 2021.
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Canada’s First Budget in 2 Years Road to Stagflation, Pre-Election Vote Buying- Politician
TORONTO, April 20 (Sputnik) - The Trudeau government's first budget in more than two years
is a precursor to long-term stagflation and an attempt to woo potential voters ahead of a
possible national election, People’s Party of Canada leader Maxime Bernier told Sputnik.
On Monday, Canada’s Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland delivered
the country’s first budget since March 19, 2019, in which she revealed that the budget deficit
stands at a record $282.67 billion amid massive spending in response to the novel coronavirus
pandemic.
Bernier predicted that in the short-term the government will encourage Canadians to rely on
social programs, rather than seeking employment, while federal authorities continue to print
money to fund the deficits and monopolize resources.
“In the longer term, it will inevitably lead to less productivity and less economic growth, and
more inflation, i.e, stagflation,” Bernier said on Tuesday.
Stagflation, the portmanteau of stagnation and inflation, is an economic condition characterized
by slow economic growth and high unemployment levels coinciding with rising inflation.
Stagflation is usually the result of excess monetary stimulus.
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The document also revealed that the government of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau intends to
keep government debt above 100 percent of the Canadian economy for the foreseeable future
and that the federal debt-to-GDP ratio will remain above 50 percent until 2025-26.
While the government said that it is committed to reducing federal debt as a share of the
economy, it did not provide a number that would serve as a “fiscal anchor,” a point that drew
condemnation from official opposition leader Erin O'Toole.
The budget included a number of big-ticket spending items, including an allotted $80.93 billion
over the next three years toward recovery from the economic devastation inflicted upon the
country the coronavirus pandemic.
The stimulus package includes funding towards a child-care program, extending the Canada
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) - a $1,400 monthly benefit for workers affected by the
novel coronavirus pandemic - and establishing a $11.97 federal minimum wage.
Bernier believes the budget is tailored to be a pre-election platform designed to woo potential
voters.
“Of course. The government is spending billions of dollars on various electoral clienteles to buy
votes,” Bernier said, responding to a question of whether the document presented on Monday
was a pre-election budget.
In the ensuing analysis of the document, numerous pundits noted that the budget contains
incentives for a vast array of Canadians, with one prominent state TV host calling it “a budget
that leaves no voters behind."
However, despite O'Toole, who wields control over the largest opposition caucus in Canada’s
history, calling the financial plan an "election budget” and a “massive letdown,” New Democrat
Party (NDP) leader Jagmeet Singh said ahead of the presentation that his party would not
trigger an election, suggesting support for the document.
Support from 24 NDP parliamentarians would be enough for the budget to be signed into law,
and Singh has previously supported the minority Liberal in matters of confidence.
Bernier summarized the plan, saying that it will set new records for spending, encroach on
provincial jurisdictions and is a precursor to a “socialist economy” in Canada.
Canada’s two most represented opposition parties in the House of Commons - the
Conservatives and the Bloc Quebecois - will now propose amendments and sub-amendments
to the document after which parliament will vote to pass the budget or trigger a federal election.
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Biden Says Chauvin Verdict Chance for 'Significant Change,' Calls for Justice Reform
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden said the guilty verdict holding former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin responsible for George Floyd's death is a chance to
create significant change towards addressing racial injustice, but called on more action to
reform the justice system.
"We have a chance to begin to change the trajectory in this country,” Biden said in a speech on
Tuesday evening. "This can be a moment of significant change.”
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Biden said the Chauvin verdict is a step forward but far too rare. He added that the Senate must
adopt the House-passed George Floyd justice reform bill so that he can sign it into law
immediately.
US Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a press release that a federal civil rights
investigation into Floyd's death while in police custody is ongoing despite the guilty verdict.
Earlier in the day, a US jury in the state of Minnesota found former Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauvin guilty of second-degree murder, third-degree murder, and second-degree
manslaughter in connection to Floyd's death last May.
Floyd’s death triggered mass protests in a large number of major cities in the United States,
where demonstrators denounced police brutality and demanded justice for African Americans
who suffered at the hands of US police officers.
Chauvin faces a maximum of 75 years in prison. His sentencing will be delivered in eight weeks.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Attorney General Says Civil Rights Probe Into Floyd's Death 'Ongoing' Despite Verdict
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The federal civil rights investigation into the death of George
Floyd while in police custody is ongoing despite the guilty verdict, US Attorney General Merrick
Garland said in a press release.
Earlier in the day, a US jury in the state of Minnesota found former Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauvin guilty of second-degree murder, third-degree murder, and second-degree
manslaughter in connection to Floyd's death last May.
"The Justice Department has previously announced a federal civil rights investigation into the
death of George Floyd," Garland said on Tuesday. "This investigation is ongoing."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Says Chauvin Verdict Chance for ’Significant Change,' Calls for Justice Reform
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden said the guilty verdict holding former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin responsible for George Floyd's death is a chance to
create significant change towards addressing racial injustice, but called on more action to
reform the justice system.
"V\fe have a chance to begin to change the trajectory in this country," Biden said in a speech on
Tuesday evening. "This can be a moment of significant change."
Biden said the Chauvin verdict is a step forward but far too rare. He added that the Senate must
adopt the House-passed George Floyd justice reform bill so that he can sign it into law
immediately.
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UPDATE 4 - US Jury Finds Ex-Police Officer Chauvin Guilty of Murder Charges in George Floyd
Trial
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) -AUS jury in the state of Minnesota found former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin guilty of second-degree murder, third-degree murder
and second-degree manslaughter in the George Floyd murder trial.
While trying to arrest Floyd who was accused of using a fake $20 bill at a local convenience
store, Chauvin, now 45, kneed on the neck of the African American man three times for almost
a total of ten minutes. After complaining "I can’t breathe" when Chauvin’s knee was on his neck,
Floyd became unconscious during the arrest and died later at a hospital.
Floyd’s death triggered mass protests in a large number of major cities in the United States,
where demonstrators denounced police brutality and demanded justice for African Americans
who suffered at the hands of US police officers.
The judge after reading Tuesday's verdicts said Chauvin will be sentenced in eight weeks and
will remain in custody. The judge also said Chauvin's bail has been revoked.
Footage from outside the courthouse showed members of the Minneapolis community
celebrating the verdict and chanting Floyd's name.
Chauvin faces a maximum of 75 years in prison.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said he was thankful that justice was served yet more
needed to be done.
"However, a guilty verdict doesn’t mean the persistent problem of police misconduct is solved.
We'll keep working for meaningful change," Schumer said in a tweet.
In a presser after the ruling, Floyd family attorney Benjamin Crump said the verdict shows that
they were on the right side of history.
Civil Rights activist Al Sharpton during a speech called on Congress to pass a reform bill known
as the George Floyd Justice and Policing Act.
Former President Barack Obama in a statement said the verdict is a necessary step but "far
from a sufficient one."
"True justice requires that we come to terms with the fact that Black Americans are treated
differently, every day," Obama said. "Millions [of Black Americans]... fear that their next
encounter with law enforcement could be their last."
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UPDATE 3 - US Jury Finds Ex-Police Officer Chauvin Guilty of Murder Charges in George Floyd
Trial
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WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - A US jury in the state of Minnesota found former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin guilty of second-degree murder, third-degree murder
and second-degree manslaughter in the George Floyd murder trial.
While trying to arrest Floyd who was accused of using a fake $20 bill at a local convenience
store, Chauvin, now 45, kneed on the neck of the African American man three times for almost
a total of ten minutes. After complaining "I can't breathe" when Chauvin’s knee was on his neck,
Floyd became unconscious during the arrest and died later at a hospital.
Floyd’s death triggered mass protests in a large number of major cities in the United States,
where demonstrators denounced police brutality and demanded justice for African Americans
who suffered at the hands of US police officers.
The judge after reading Tuesday's verdicts said Chauvin will be sentenced in eight weeks and
will remain in custody. The judge also said Chauvin's bail has been revoked.
Footage from outside the courthouse showed members of the Minneapolis community
celebrating the verdict and chanting Floyd's name.
Chauvin faces a maximum of 75 years in prison.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said he was thankful that justice was served yet more
needed to be done.
"However, a guilty verdict doesn’t mean the persistent problem of police misconduct is solved.
We’ll keep working for meaningful change," Schumer said in a tweet.
In a presser after the ruling, Floyd family attorney Benjamin Crump said the verdict shows that
they were on the right side of history.
Civil Rights activist Al Sharpton during a speech called on Congress to pass a reform bill known
as the George Floyd Justice and Policing Act.
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US House Minority Leader Files Resolution to Censor Waters After Her Speech in Minneapolis
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - US House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy has introduced
a resolution to censure Congresswoman Maxine Voters for calling on activists to be
confrontational with police in case former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin is acquitted
in the murder of George Floyd.
“Chairwoman Waters’ actions are beneath the dignity of this institution. They raised the potential
for violence, directed lawlessness and may have interfered with a co-equal branch of
government. I just introduced this censure resolution to hold her accountable,” McCarthy said in
a message via Twitter accompanying the resolution on Tuesday.
The resolution also cites the judge in the trial of Derek Chauvin who shared his disapproval of
Voters’ words to the protestors and urged the US officials to give their opinions "in a respectful
manner, and in a manner that is consistent with their oath to Constitution.”
On Saturday, Waters visited Brooklyn Center, Minnesota, and called on protestors to "stay on
the street” and “get more confrontational” with police ahead of Chauvin's verdict.
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In her interview to the Grio on Monday, Voters said she was not calling for violence but was
merely talking about confronting the justice system and the practice of policing in the United
States.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Canada, Partners Discussing ISS Future After 2024 Amid Russia Plans Exit - Space Agency
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - Canada and other International Space Station (ISS)
partners are in discussions about the future of the multinational project amid Russia’s planned
exit in 2024, a Canadian Space Agency spokesperson told Sputnik.
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yury Borisov told public broadcaster Rossiya 1 on Sunday that
the country will exit the ISS initiative in 2025 and will inform its international partners about that
decision.
“Partners are currently committed to continue participating in the program until at least the end
of 2024. What happens to the Station beyond 2024 will be determined by the ISS partners.
Discussions are ongoing, and Canada is at the table,” Andrea Matte said in a statement on
Tuesday.
Earlier in the day, NASA told Sputnik that it plans to cooperate closely with Russia’s Roscosmos
on the ISS through at least 2024.
Russia has stated its intention to build a national space station as well as to embark on manned
flights to the Moon and a mission to Mars using a nuclear tug.
Launched in 1998, the ISS is joint initiative between Russia, Europe, Canada, Japan and the
United States.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Minnesota Attorney General Says Guilty Verdict in Chauvin Case ‘Not Justice'
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - Finding Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin being
guilty on all three charges in the death of George Floyd is not true justice, Minnesota Attorney
General Keith Ellison said after the verdict.
"That long, hard, painstaking work has culminated today. I would not call today’s verdict justice,
however, because justice implies true restoration. But it is accountability, which is the first step
towards justice, and now the cause of justice is in your hands. And when I say your hands, I
mean the hands of the people of the United States," Ellison said.
The jury issued a guilty verdict on all counts - second and third degree murder and second
degree manslaughter. Officials around the United States have said they are bracing for potential
disturbances, including violent civil unrest.
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US Government Awards Northrop Grumman $2,3Bln ICBM Contract - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The US government has given the major defense contractor
Northrop Grumman an enormous more than $.23 billion contract to keep its half-a-century old
strategic force of Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBM) operational for another
generation, the Department of Defense said in a press release.
"Northrop Grumman Systems Corporation [of] Corrine, Utah, has been awarded a ceiling
$2,311,900,000 ...contract with an ordering period of 18.5 years for sustaining engineering
support and program management support services for the Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
(ICBM) propulsion subsystem," the release said on Tuesday.
The contract provides for assistance to the government in maintaining the Minuteman III
weapon system, the Defense Department said.
The Minuteman III force is the land-based leg of the triad, the air, sea and ground-based
components of the US nuclear deterrence force. It is deployed across the Western and Rocky
Mountain states of the United States.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden, Harris to Deliver Remarks on Chauvin Verdict Later This Evening - White House
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - President Biden and Vice President Harris will deliver
remarks later in the evening on the Derek Chauvin guilty verdict, the White House said.
The former Minnesota police officer was found guilty on charges of second degree murder, third
degree murder, and second degree manslaughter in the death of George Floyd earlier on
Tuesday.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Spoke Wth Floyd Family After Verdict Announcement - White House
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden spoke with the late George Floyd's
family after a US jury that found former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin guilty of
murder charges, the White House said in a statement.
"The President and the Vice President watched the verdict with staff in the Private Dining
Room," the statement said on Tuesday. "Following the announcement of the verdict, the
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President spoke with Governor Tim \Afelz. The President, the Vice President, and the First Lady
spoke with Philonise Floyd from the Oval Office."
Biden will deliver remarks in response to the Chauvin verdict later Tuesday evening.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Most Democrats Back Calls to Add US Supreme Court Justices - Poll
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - A 55 percent majority of likely US voters oppose calls to
increase the number of Justices on the Supreme Court, despite majority approval by
Democrats, according to a new Rasmussen Reports poll.
“When voters are broken down by party allegiance, opinions are divided, with 54 percent of
Democratic voters saying they favor increasing the number of Supreme Court justices, while 77
percent of Republicans and 58 percent of voters not affiliated with either major party are
opposed,” a press release explaining the poll said on Tuesday.
Overall, 55 percent opposed increasing the size of the high court, compared with 33 percent
who approved, the release said.
When the same question was asked in the context of legislation introduced by congressional
Democrats to change the court from nine to 13 justices, approval increased to 40 percent,
including 17 percent who strongly approved, the release added.
On a related question of whether justices should serve for limited terms instead of lifetime
appointments, 50 percent approved.
Former President Donald Trump’s appointments to fill three court vacancies gave the court a
6-3 conservative majority, alarming Democrats in Congress, who want to even the ideological
balance by expanding the bench.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Most Latinos Believe US Immigration System Needs Major Reforms - Poll
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - A more than 80 percent of Hispanic citizens of the United
States believe the country's immigration system needs major reforms and an overhaul, with
large shares saying it requires major reforms or has to be completely rebuilt, according to new
Pew Research Center opinion poll.
"Latinos broadly agree that the US immigration system needs an overhaul, with large shares
saying it requires major changes (53 percent) or needs to be completely rebuilt (29 percent),"
the Pew Research Center announced on Tuesday.
Only 17 percent of US Hispanics believe the immigration system needs no or only minor
changes, according to the national survey of Hispanic adults, which was conducted in March,
the Pew Research Center said.
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"A majority of Latino immigrants and those born in the US share the view that the country’s
immigration system needs fixing, and this sentiment extends across all ages and education
levels. ... At least three-quarters of Latinos in both political parties say the immigration system
needs major changes or a total rebuild," Pew Research Center said.
On immigration policy, the survey shows Latinos place a high priority on allowing unauthorized
immigrants to stay in the country legally, with 52 percent saying it was a very important goal to
allow immigrants who came to the United States illegally as children - a group often referred to
as "Dreamers" - to apply for legal status, Pew Research Center added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Canada, Partners Discussing ISS Future After 2024 as Russia Plans Exit - Space Agency
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - Canada and other International Space Station (ISS)
partners are in discussions about the future of the multinational project amid Russia’s planned
exit in 2024, a Canadian Space Agency spokesperson told Sputnik.
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yury Borisov told public broadcaster Rossiya 1 on Sunday that
Moscow will exit the ISS initiative in 2025 and will inform its international partners about that
decision.
"Partners are currently committed to continue participating in the program until at least the end
of 2024. What happens to the Station beyond 2024 will be determined by the ISS partners.
Discussions are ongoing, and Canada is at the table," Andrea Matte said in a statement on
Tuesday.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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UPDATE 2 - US Jury Finds Ex-Police Officer Chauvin Guilty of Murder Charges in George Floyd
Trial
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) -AUS jury in the state of Minnesota found former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin guilty of second-degree murder, third-degree murder
and second-degree manslaughter in the George Floyd murder trial.
While trying to arrest Floyd who was accused of using a fake $20 bill at a local convenience
store, Chauvin, now 45, kneed on the neck of the African American man three times for almost
a total of ten minutes. After complaining "I can’t breathe" when Chauvin’s knee was on his neck,
Floyd became unconscious during the arrest and died later at a hospital.
Floyd’s death triggered mass protests in a large number of major cities in the United States,
where demonstrators denounced police brutality and demanded justice for African Americans
who suffered at the hands of US police officers.
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The judge after reading Tuesday's verdicts said Chauvin will be sentenced in eight weeks, will
remain in custody, and bail revoked.
Footage from outside the courthouse showed members of the Minneapolis community
celebrating the verdict and chanting Floyd’s name.
Chauvin faces a maximum of 75 years in prison.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Jury Finds Ex-Police Officer Chauvin Guilty of Murder Charges in George Floyd Trial
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) -AUS jury in the state of Minnesota found former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin guilty of second-degree murder, third-degree murder
and second-degree manslaughter in the George Floyd murder trial.
While trying to arrest Floyd who was accused of using a fake $20 bill at a local convenience
store, Chauvin, now 45, kneed on the neck of the African American man three times for almost
a total of ten minutes. After complaining "I can’t breathe" when Chauvin’s knee was on his neck,
Floyd became unconscious during the arrest and died later at a hospital.
Floyd’s death triggered mass protests in a large number of major cities in the United States,
where demonstrators denounced police brutality and demanded justice for African Americans
who suffered at the hands of US police officers.
The judge said Chauvin will be sentenced in eight weeks, will remain in custody, and bail
revoked.
Footage from outside the courthouse showed members of the Minneapolis community
celebrating the verdict and chanting Floyd's name.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US Jury Finds Ex-Police Officer Chauvin Guilty of Murder Charges in George Floyd Trial
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) -AUS jury in the state of Minnesota found former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin guilty of second-degree murder, third-degree murder
and second-degree manslaughter in the George Floyd murder trial.
While trying to arrest Floyd who was accused of using a fake $20 bill at a local convenience
store, Chauvin, now 45, kneed on the neck of the African American man three times for almost
a total of ten minutes. After complaining "I can’t breathe" when Chauvin’s knee was on his neck,
Floyd became unconscious during the arrest and died later at a hospital.
Floyd’s death triggered mass protests in a large number of major cities in the United States,
where demonstrators denounced police brutality and demanded justice for African Americans
who suffered at the hands of US police officers.
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The judge said Chauvin will be sentenced in eight weeks, will remain in custody, and bail
revoked.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik)
US-RUSSIA RELATIONS
* White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki confirmed on Tuesday that US Ambassador to Russia
John Sullivan will return to the United States this week, but added she was unaware whether he
will meet with President Joe Biden before heading back to Moscow.
* The United States has not received any official communication from Moscow about any
intended reciprocal actions that will be undertaken following the latest round of sanctions and
diplomatic expulsions by Washington, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
* US Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan will briefly return to the United States this week for a
family visit and consultations with officials before arriving back in Moscow in the coming weeks,
a State Department spokesperson confirmed to Sputnik.
INTERNATIONAL TALKS ON AFGHANISTAN
* The Taliban movement may reconsider its position on participation in the Afghan peace
conference in Istanbul if the demands of the movement are met, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid told Sputnik.
* Moscow has not yet seen an official statement about the postponement of the Afghanistan
conference in Istanbul, Russian presidential envoy for Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov told Sputnik.
* The United States has significant doubts in the reliability of the Taliban movement after
Washington's withdraws its troops from Afghanistan, US Central Command (CENTCOM) chief
Gen. Kenneth McKenzie said.
UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy invited Russian President Vladimir Putin to meet in
Donbas.
* Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said on Tuesday that he had asked for a phone
conversation with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov but did not get a response.
* Kuleba, who said that Lavrov did not answer his phone call, called him about not bilateral
relations, but Kiev's relations with Donetsk and Luhansk, he should instead call the foreign
ministers of the self-proclaimed people's republics of Donetsk [DPR] and Luhansk [LPR]
regarding the competence of the Contact Group on Donbas, an informed source in Moscow told
Sputnik.
* The settlement of the Donbas Conflict depends only on Ukraine and Kiev will win if it follows
the Minsk agreements, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko said.
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DEREK CHAUVIN TRIAL
* The jury in former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin's murder trial has reached a
verdict, the cable network Court TV reported on Tuesday.
CZECH REPUBLIC-RUSSIA DIPLOMATIC DISPUTE
* The Czech ambassador to NATO on Tuesday informed the allies about the expulsion of 20
Czech diplomats from Russia, the allies are planning to discuss relations between the Czech
Republic and Russia with the Czech Foreign Minister this week, a NATO official told Sputnik on
Tuesday.
* Czech Foreign Minister Jan Hamacek plans to invite Russian Ambassador Alexander
Zmeevsky for talks and express distress about Moscow's actions, according to the Czech
Television broadcaster.
PRESIDENT OF CHAD DIES
* Chad’s President Idriss Deby, who got recently re-elected for his sixth term, got injured during
clashes with rebels and died in a hospital, a source familiar with a matter told Sputnik on
Tuesday.
* The transitional period in Chad, which was imposed after the death of Deby, will last for 18
months, the military council said, also announcing the closure of land and air borders.
* The situation in Chad is calm but "alarming" after the death of President Idriss Deby, the
Russian embassy in N'Djamena told Sputnik.
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
* Russian consumer rights watchdog Rospotrebnador instructed the heads of its territorial
bodies to organize random testing for coronavirus of foreign citizens at airports, the
corresponding decree of the Russian chief state sanitary doctor was published on the official
portal of legal information.
* The European Medicines Agency (EMA), the EU drug regulator, will pay "close attention" to
the issue of blood clot events during a review of Russia’s Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine, EMA
Executive Director Emer Cooke said.
* The European Commission has started consultations with the United States on mutual
recognition of coronavirus certificates, a commission spokesperson announced.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Biden Will Pledge to Halve US Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2030
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden will promise to cut US greenhouse gas
emissions in half by 2030 in an announcement anticipated at a virtual climate conference
planned for this Thursday, according to the Washington Post.
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Such an announcement, if true, would more than double the reductions originally stipulated by
the agreement. The White House has stated that climate change is a priority of the current
administration.
"The Biden-Harris administration will do more than any in history to meet our climate crisis. This
is already an all-hands-on-deck effort across our government and across our nation. Our future
depends on the choices we make today,” said Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a speech on
Monday.
The US committed to the Paris Climate Agreement under the Obama administration, but then
withdrew under Trump. From his first day in office, Biden has promised to get the country back
into the global accords.
Biden will host a virtual conference on climate change on Thursday, coinciding with the
environmental holiday Earth Day. He is expected to further elaborate the administration’s
environmental policy at that time.
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US Sanctions Policies Reviewed to Make Them More Effective - Deputy Treasury Secretary
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The US Treasury Department is carrying out a review of
America’s various sanctions policies to achieve sharper outcomes for national security, foreign
policy and economy, Deputy Treasury Secretary Wally Adeyemo told the country’s banking
executives on Tuesday.
"The Treasury-led review will identify successes and opportunities for change or improvements
and outline steps for effective implementation,” Adeyemo said during a roundtable discussion
with 20 CEOs of the US Bank Policy Institute, according to a Treasury Department statement.
The review will also seek to ensure that the Treasury Department's implementation and
enforcement of sanctions are “relevant, rigorous, and fit to purpose, with the goal of advancing
the national security, foreign policy and economic aims of the United States”, the statement
quoted Adeyemo as saying.
The remarks by the Deputy Treasury Secretary came after the White House announced on
Thursday a host of sanctions against Russia in response to what Washington charged as
cyber-attacks and other alleged hostile acts by Moscow.
According to the charges, Russian intelligence was behind last year's massive "SolarWinds"
hack on US information technology systems, and also interfered in the 2020 US election.
Russia denied all the allegations, saying they are groundless and adding that it will respond in
kind.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Israel Move to US CENTCOM Turf Helps Normalize Ties With Arab Neighbors - Commander
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WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The US decision to move Israel to the Central Command
(CENTCOM) area of responsibility expands prospects of normalized relations between the
Jewish State and its Arab neighbors, CENTCOM commander Gen. Kenneth McKenzie told
Congress on Tuesday.
"It’s going to be important for Israel to have the opportunity to develop normalized relationships
with Arab nations and that’s one of the key things that accrue from having them in the Central
Command AOR [area of responsibility],” McKenzie told the US House Armed Services
Committee.
During the closing days of the Trump administration, the United States moved Israel from the
European Command (EUCOM) to CENTCOM.
"Today Israel does most of its operational business with US central command. Their threats
typically emanate from the east,” McKenzie said. “In many ways the movement into the Central
Command AOR simply reflects an operational fact that’s been in existence for some time.”
In announcing the new areas of responsibility in January, the Defense Department noted the
recent Abraham Accords - which established formal ties between Israel and the United Arab
Emirates, as well as Bahrain - offered a strategic opportunity to align key US partners against
shared threats in the Middle East.
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Russian Ban on Local Employees at American Embassy in Moscow 'Unfortunate' - US State
Dept
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States is disappointed by Russia’s ban on local
employees at the US embassy in Moscow, State Department spokesperson Ned Price told
reporters on Tuesday.
"The Russian government has made an unfortunate public announcement regarding locally
employed staff,” Price said during press briefing.
US would like to see its embassy fully operational and local employees are an important part of
this work, he added.
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US Jury Reaches Verdict in George Floyd Murder Trial - Reports
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The jury in former Minneapolis police officer Derek
Chauvin's murder trial has reached a verdict, the cable network Court TV reported on Tuesday.
The verdict is expected to be announced later this afternoon around 4:30 or 5:00 p.m. ET (20:30
or 21:00 GMT).
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A broadcaster said employees at the courthouse have been told to go home early ahead of the
verdict announcement.
Prosecutors in the Chauvin case are expected to hold a press conference after the verdict is
read, the broadcaster said.
Chauvin, a former officer of the Minneapolis Police Department, is facing murder and
manslaughter charges after Floyd, 46, died following an arrest attempt on May 25 last year.
While trying to arrest Floyd on suspicion of using a fake $20 bill at a local convenience store,
Chauvin, now 45, knelt on his neck three times for nearly ten minutes.
After complaining "I can’t breathe” when Chauvin's knee was on his neck, Floyd became
unconscious and died later at a hospital.
Floyd’s death triggered mass protests in a large number of major cities in the United States,
where demonstrators denounced police brutality and demanded justice for African Americans
who suffered at the hands of US police officers. Protests also swept much of the Western world
where issues of systemic racism were raised.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Develops Long-Range Anti-Terror Plans as Forces Leave Afghanistan - Commander
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The US plans to monitor the Taliban and foreign terrorist
groups inside Afghanistan, with the ability to strike targets planning terrorist attacks on
Americans following the September 11 deadline set by President Joe Biden to withdraw all US
forces, Central Command (CENTCOM) chief Gen. Kenneth McKenzie told Congress on
Tuesday.
“V\fe will still be able to see into Afghanistan,” McKenzie told the US House Armed Services
Committee. “\Ne will retain the ability... to find and fix those people, who plan attacks against us,
that we can detect, and then, when appropriate, we will be able strike them.’’
A primary concern is that terrorist groups such as al Qaeda and the Islamic State terror groups
(banned in Russia) will use Afghanistan as a base to plan attacks on the United States or
against American targets, McKenzie said.
Although both groups currently maintain a limited presence on Afghan soil, McKenzie warned of
the threat they could re-establish themselves.
McKenzie also said the US is prepositioning combat capabilities to respond to any Taliban
attacks on departing American forces.
In addition to the withdrawal of about 2,500 American forces still in Afghanistan, McKenzie said
that every one of the thousands of private US military contractors would also exit the country correcting an earlier Defense Department statement that some US contractors would stay
behind.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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All US Contractors to Leave Afghanistan During Military Withdrawal - Commander
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The US plans to withdraw all private American military
contractors from Afghanistan along with service members, leaving the Pentagon scrambling to
develop plans to continue supporting the Afghan military remotely, the commander of US
Central Command (CENTCOM), General Kenneth McKenzie told Congress on Tuesday.
"Everyone will leave. All US defense contractors will leave as part of the withdrawal," McKenzie
told the House Armed Services Committee. "Ws'll try to develop ways to do distant contracting
where we can. Clearly there’re going to be some things that we're not going to be able to do any
more as the contractors leave."
As late as Friday, the US Defense Department said some American contractors would likely
remain in Afghanistan after the US completes the withdrawal of about 2,500 remaining service
members by the September 11 deadline set by President Joe Biden.
As of October, there were more than 18,000 such contractors, including about 4,700 locally
hired Afghans, with the remainder about equally divided between Americans and those from
other nations, according to media reports.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Jury Reaches Verdict in George Floyd Murder Trial - Court TV
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The jury in former Minneapolis police officer Derek
Chauvin's murder trial has reached a verdict, the cable network Court TV reported on Tuesday.
The verdict is expected to be announced later this afternoon around 4:30 or 5:00 p.m. ET.
A broadcaster said employees at the court house have been told to go home early ahead of the
verdict announcement.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Long Island Shooting Suspect in Police Custody
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The man suspected of being behind a shooting at a
supermarket in West Hempstead on New York’s Long Island that left one person dead and two
others hospitalized has been apprehended, according to law enforcement.
"The #NassauCountyPD can confirm that the subject has been apprehended and taken into
custody. Our thoughts are with those who were killed and injured today,” reads a tweet from the
Nassau County Police Department’s official Twitter page.
The shooting caused nearby schools in the area to go on lockdown and for local residents to
stay sheltered in their homes as police searched for the suspect. All reports seem to indicate
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that Wilson has been caught alive by law enforcement, several hours after the fatal shooting
occurred.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Rival McConnell \Afents Smaller Infrastructure Deal as President Offers Compromise
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - US Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell on Tuesday
pressed the White House to trim its proposed $2.3 trillion infrastructure deal after President Joe
Biden indicated that he was open to a compromise on the size of the package
"Certainly here in the Senate, there are a group of us looking to get to an outcome on
infrastructure which would involve a more modest amount targeted and what all of us can agree
is in fact infrastructure,” McConnell told a news conference. “And, hopefully, I'd like to see a
credible way to pay for it."
Biden, who held talks with a group of bipartisan lawmakers at the White House on Monday to
discuss the infrastructure deal, said it was “a big package [with] lots of needs”. But he added
that he was prepared to reduce the spending required on the plan, in order to win support from
rival Republicans.
The president has proposed to increase the US corporate tax to 28 percent from 21 percent to
help foot the infrastructure bill.
Republicans largely oppose the plan as wasteful spending, saying only a fraction of the cost will
be spent on infrastructure and that it could lead to hyperinflation.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US State Dept Says No Communication From Moscow on Reciprocal Action Against US
Missions
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States has not received any official
communication from Moscow about any intended reciprocal actions that will be undertaken
following the latest round of sanctions and diplomatic expulsions by Washington, State
Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
“We have not yet received any official diplomatic correspondence providing details of the
Russian government’s actions against the diplomatic mission of the United States of America in
Russia," Price told reporters.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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China Orbiting 400 Satellites, Heading for 1,000 by 2030 - US Space Command Chief
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - China now has 400 satellites in orbit, second only in
number to the United States and it is projected to have at least one thousand of them deployed
by the end of this decade, Space Command chief Army General James Dickinson said in a
congressional testimony on Tuesday.
"Back in 2010 they had 70 satellites in orbit: Today they have 400," Dickinson told the US
Senate Armed Services Committee. He further projected that Beijing would have deployed
"about 1,000" satellites in earth orbit by 2030.
Dickinson said China has already developed "robust and capable" space services, including
space-based intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (IRS) systems, and are also
upgrading their space launch vehicles and satellite navigation constellations.
The Chinese BeiDou navigation system is now globally operational, he also said.
"Operated collectively, these capabilities provide their military with the ability to globally
command and control their forces, enhance their situational awareness, as well as enable them
to monitor, track, and target adversary forces. China also has multiple ground-based laser
systems of varying power levels that could blind or damage satellite," Dickinson said.
China is developing a broad complement of jamming and cyberspace capabilities, directed
energy weapons, on-orbit capabilities, and ground-based anti-satellite missiles and its ISR
satellites are capable of providing electro-optical and synthetic aperture radar imagery, as well
as electronic intelligence and signals intelligence data, he added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Lacks Model to Cope With Russia, China Military Challenges at Same Time - STRATCOM
Head
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - China's rapid nuclear and and regular military growth and
Russia's strategic modernization means the United States now faces the unprecedented
challenge of having to deter two "peer" global powers simultaneously, Strategic Command
(STRATCOM) chief Adm. Charles Richard said on Tuesday,
"For the first time in our history, the nation is on a trajectory to face two nuclear-capable,
strategic peer adversaries at the same time, who must be deterred differently," Richard said in
his testimony to the Senate Armed Services Committee. "\Afe can no longer assume the risk of
strategic deterrence failure in conflict will always remain low."
Richard explained that China and Russia were already challenging US strength through a wide
array of activities that warrant a concerted and integrated whole of government response.
However, Richard acknowledged that the Defense Department had no theoretical model or
coherent strategy for coping with such simultaneous challenge.
"We have never had to deter two opponents that are different. Most of our theory doesn't
account for that. We are working very hard on that," Richard said.
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China was no longer a case of being merely a "lesser included case" of the pacing nuclear
threat, Russia, he added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Jails Medical Researcher for Conspiring to Sell Trade Secrets to China - DOJ
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - An Ohio man was sentenced to 33 months in prison after
pleading guilty to wire fraud and theft of scientific trade secrets from the medical institute where
he worked with the intent of selling them to China for financial gain, the Justice Department
(DOJ) said on Tuesday.
“Yu Zhou sought to exploit U.S. taxpayer dollars intended to fund critical, life-saving research at
Nationwide Children’s Hospital through the whole-sale theft of their trade secrets. Zhou’s greed
was encouraged and enabled by a series of Chinese Government programs which incentivize
thievery in an attempt to supplement China’s own research and development goals on the back
of American ingenuity and investment," said Assistant Attorney General for the Justice
Department’s National Security Division, John C. Demers, quoted in the DOJ statement.
Demers added that the prosecution should "serve as a warning to anyone who seeks to profit
from pilfering hard-earned U.S. trade secrets.”
Zhou attempted to expropriate research information on exomes and exome isolation from the
National Children’s Hospital’s Research Institute, where he and his wife worked. According to
the DOJ, he and his co-conspirator wife, Li Chen, spent several years planning the crime
together; Chen was sentenced to 30 months in prison back in February after being arrested
alongside Zhou in July of 2019.
Zhou was involved in the creation of exosome isolation kits at the lab, which had a novel way of
isolation exomes to help identify a number of medical conditions, particularly in premature
babies. He and his wife intended to illegally sell the kits through a Chinese business they had
created.
In addition to the 33 months in prison, Zhou will have to pay more than $2.6 million in restitution
for the crime in addition to forfeiting approximately $1.45 million, 500,000 shares of common
stock of Avalon GloboCare Corp. and 400 shares of common stock of GenExosome
Technologies Inc.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Offers Condolences Over Death of Chad President - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The US State Department on Tuesday offered condolences
to the people of Chad as they mourn the death of the country's President Idriss Deby Itno.
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"On behalf of the United States, we offer the people of Chad our sincere condolences as they
mourn the passing of President Idriss Deby Itno," the State Department said on Tuesday. "The
United States stands with the people of Chad during this difficult time.
Deby e was killed while visiting Chadian troops on the frontlines of a conflict against rebels
known as the Front for Change and Concord in Chad (FACT). He was transported to a medical
facility but succumbed to the sustained injuries on Tuesday.
Deby served as President of Chad since 1990 having previously distinguished himself through
military service under the regime of former Chadian president Felix Mailoum.
Upon his death, the Chadian Parliament dissolved, leaving a Transitional Military Council to run
the country.
The State Department also said the United States supports a peaceful transition of power in
accordance with the Chadian constitution.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
White House Confirms Russia Envoy Returning to US, Unaware of Possible Biden Meeting
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki confirmed on
Tuesday that US Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan will return to the United States this week,
but is unaware if he will meet with President Joe Biden before heading back to Moscow.
"He's returning home this week to visit his family, meet with members of the new administration
with whom he has not had a chance to consult with since he agreed to continue serving in his
post," Psaki said in a press briefing. "He’ll return to Moscow soon."
Psaki added she is currently not aware of any scheduled meeting between Sullivan and Biden.
US media reported, citing sources, that Sullivan had refused to leave Russia despite Russian
recommendations to go to Washington for consultations.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said on April 16 that the Russian side recommended
that Ambassador Sullivan return to Washington for consultations about the bilateral relationship.
A State Department spokesperson told Sputnik that Sullivan will return to Moscow in several
weeks.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
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WVhite House Confirms Russian Envoy Returning to US, Unaware of Possible Biden Meeting
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - WVhite House Press Secretary Jen Psaki confirmed on
Tuesday that US Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan will return to the United States this week,
but is unaware if he will meet with President Joe Biden before heading back to Moscow.
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"He's returning home this week to visit his family, meet with members of the new administration
with whom he has not had a chance to consult with since he agreed to continue serving in his
post," Psaki said in a press briefing. "He'll return to Moscow soon."
Psaki added she is currently not aware of any scheduled meeting between Sullivan and Biden.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UNGA to Pay Tribute to Chad President - Spokesperson
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The President of the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) Volkan Bokzir is planning to hold a special meeting in memory of deceased President
of Chad Idriss Deby, Bokzis’s spokesperson Brenden Varma told reporters on Tuesday.
“The president said he would soon convene a General Assembly meeting to pay tribute to Mr.
Deby's memory. He also called Chad's ambassador to the UN this morning to express his
condolences,” Varma said.
On Sunday, Deby, 68, who was recently re-elected for his sixth term, sustained injuries during
hostilities with insurgents in the country's north and died in hospital on Tuesday. A transitional
military council headed by Lieutenant General Mahamat Idriss Deby Itno, the son of the late
president, has been established until a new government is elected.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Three People Shot, 1 Dead in New York Supermarket - Nassau County Police
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The Nassau County Police Department issued a statement
on Tuesday confirming that three individuals have been shot at a Stop & Shop supermarket in
West Hempstead, New York', and one has succumbed to the injuries sustained in the incident.
"The Nassau County P[olice] Department] can confirm that three people were shot inside the
West Hempstead Stop & Shop; two are in the hospital and there was one fatality," the statement
said.
The Police Department said the involved person of interest is Gabriel DeWitt Wilson.
"He is approx. 6'2" and wearing a black baseball hat and a black sweatshirt, and was last seen
heading westbound on Hempstead Turnpike," the statement added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
UN Hopes Russia Will Provide Navalny Appropriate Medical Care - Spokesman
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WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United Nations is hoping that Russia will provide
appropriate medical care to opposition figure Alexey Navalny, UN spokesperson Stephane
Dujarric said in a press briefing on Tuesday.
"We trust that the Russian authorities will provide him with the needed medical care,” Dujarric
said.
UN follows the situation with Navalny "with concern," he added.
Navalny, who has been complaining about severe back and leg pain, went on a hunger strike in
late March after being denied a visit by a doctor of his own choice. The 44-year-old has been
diagnosed with two spinal hernias but has refused the treatment offered by the prison authority.
The latter assessed Navalny's health as stable and satisfactory by medical professionals and
said that he had been receiving all necessary care. On Monday, Navalny was transferred to a
prison hospital, several days after his private doctors released results of his analysis saying he
was in danger of a kidney failure and a heart attack.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Has No Agreements to Base Troops Withdrawn From Afghanistan - CENTCOM
Commander
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - US has no active agreements on hosting American forces
with countries neighboring Afghanistan, US Central Command (CENTCOM) chief, General
Kenneth McKenzie, told a Senate hearing on Tuesday.
"At this time, we have none of those agreements [to host American forces] in place,” McKenzie
said.
CENTCOM is currently evaluating where it would be best to place the US forces based on
geography and diplomacy angles, McKenzie added, speaking at a Senate Armed Services
Committee hearing.
The general also said that most of 20,000 contractors currently in Afghanistan will be leaving
while the US will try to develop ways of “distant contracting” where it will be needed.
President Joe Biden officially announced last week that the US will withdraw it's remaining
contingent of 2,500 troops from Afghanistan by September 11. The pullout is expected to start
by May 1.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Joint Commission of Iranian Nuclear Deal Announces Third Working Group - EU
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The Joint Commission of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), also known as the Iran Nuclear Deal, announced on Tuesday that they will be
forming a third working group that focuses on the possible sequencing of the measures
discussed in the plan and the ongoing negotiations.
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"Participants took stock of progress made in the ongoing discussions in Vienna regarding
specific measures needed in terms of sanctions lifting and nuclear implementation for the
possible return of the US to the JCPOAand its full and effective implementation. The Joint
Commission decided to create a third expert group to start looking into the possible sequencing
of respective measures,” a statement from the EU’s European External Action Service (EEAS)
said.
The new working group will join the two existing ones in helping the ongoing negotiations
between the US and Iran, as the EU and other global powers look to forge an agreement
between the rival nations once more, and bring the JCPOA back on track.
"Participants reiterated their resolve to further pursue their joint diplomatic effort including in the
Joint Commission and through continued separate contacts of the Coordinator with all JCPOA
participants and the United States,” the EEAS statement added.
The US withdrew from the 2015 deal under the Trump Administration in 2018, reimposing
Western sanctions on Tehran over its nuclear program. With the Biden-Harris Administration
now dictating US foreign policy, the JCPOA is back on the table, as working groups spearhead
the diplomatic effort to revive the beleaguered deal.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Iran Says Progress Achieved in Negotiations to Revive 2015 Nuclear Agreement in Vienna
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - Tehran assesses that progress has been made in the
negotiations to revive the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in Vienna, the Iranian
government said on Tuesday.
"During today's meeting of the Joint Commission, the head of the Iranian delegation outlined
Iran's position on the nuclear JCPOAand the planned paths, having assessed the current
negotiation process as progressing despite the difficulties and challenges," the Iranian
government said on its information portal.
The JCPOA is a nuclear agreement concluded in 2015 between Iran, the P5+1 countries comprising the United States, Russia, China, France and the United Kingdom plus Germany and the European Union. The agreement stipulates that Iran should maintain a peaceful nature
of its nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief. While JCPOA was a priority of the
Obama administration when it was concluded, the subsequent Trump administration withdrew
the United States from the accord in 2018 and re-imposed sanctions on Iran.
With President Joe Biden assuming office in January, his administration has sought to revive
the JCPOA with the ongoing negotiations in Vienna being a sign for those seeking to reach a
deal once again.
The parties will continue negotiations next week, adding a third working group on the practical
preparation of the measures necessary for the lifting of sanctions and the return of the United
States to the nuclear agreement.
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China Fast Boosting Nuclear Waapons, Close to Triad Capability - US Space Command Chief
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - China is making dramatic progress in developing its
across-the-board strategic nuclear weapons systems including solid fuel rapid launch missiles
and a fully functional ground, air and undersea-launched triad capability, US Space Command
chief Gen. James Dickinson said in a congressional testimony on Tuesday.
"China cannot any more be regarded as a lesser adversary: To me at they are at some kind of
inflection pace," Dickinson told a hearing of the US Senate Armed Services Committee. "They
are well ahead of their pace to double their stockpile by the end of this decade. ... In the very
near term, China will have a triad."
China is also moving to solid fuel silo-based nuclear missiles allowing them far more rapid
launch capabilities and are greatly expanding their road-mobile launching capabilities as well,
Dickinson said.
"They have six strategic missile submarines. China is soon going to be able to operate at
intercontinental ranges. China is the pacing threat for the nation at large," Dickinson added.
Beijing is developing a modern, effective nuclear deterrent which as a component of its
increasingly capable and lethal joint force will almost certainly be able to hold US and allied
forces at risk at greater distances from the Chinese mainland, according to Dickinson.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
US Not to Withdraw Completely From Iraq in Future - CENTCOM Commander
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States will not completely withdraw from Iraq in
the future, US Central Command (CENTCOM) chief Gen. Kenneth McKenzie said on Tuesday.
"I believe we have a good relationship with the government of Iraq, just recently completed a
strategic dialogue that is going to provide a framework for us to decide what our forces are
going to look like going forward. I don't see us [United States] withdrawing completely from Iraq
in the future,” McKenzie said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Police Look for Suspect After Shooting Leaves 1 Dead in New York
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - There is an active shooter situation near a grocery store in
New York, Naussau County police said on Tuesday.
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"There has been an active shooter situation at the West Hempstead Stop & Shop. The
#NassauCountyPD is canvassing the area & nearby schools have been notified to lock down &
secure their buildings. The subject has not been apprehended yet & we ask that area residents
remain indoors," police said in a statement on Twitter.
NBC, citing authorities, said the shooting left 1 dead and two others injured, according to media
reports.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
AstraZeneca Vaccine Review Updates to Be Available by Week's End - European Medical
Agency
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine is currently the
subject of an ongoing review by the European Medical Agency (EMA) and updates on its status
will be available by the end of the week, EMA Executive Director Emer Cooke said on Tuesday.
"\Ne did publish an update on our review of the AstraZeneca [vaccine], and now we have
involved the Committee for Human Medicinal Products, so there are a lot of discussions at the
moment and we should expect to be able to provide some further updates by the end of the
week," said Cooke during a press conference.
This update comes following EMA announcements stating blood clots be officially listed as a
side effect of administering the AstraZeneca vaccine. Numerous countries have restricted or
banned the administering of the AstraZeneca vaccine.
The EMA is the European Union scientific agency in charge of protecting and promoting the
health of humans and animals in the bloc.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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'No Margin' Left in Maintaining US Nuclear Deterrence Systems - STRATCOM Chief
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States strategic nuclear forces lack any
remaining operational margin to allow failure of any units or components because of the aging
and growing obsolescence of existing systems, presenting an unprecedented danger to
V\feshington's deterrent credibility, Strategic Command (SOUTHCOM) chief Adm. Charles
Richard said in a congressional testimony on Tuesday.
"I don't have any operational added operational margin: V\fe have exhausted the operational
margin. That is a standard we have never allowed in our history," Richard said in a prepared
testimony to the US Senate Armed Services Committee. "I need it modernized. There is no
remaining margin."

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/21 /2021 8:38:22 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/21/2021 8:38:22 AM

Richard noted that progress has been made in the early stages of the modernization program
during the Obama and Trump administrations, but much of the damage to the infrastructure and
personnel has already been done.
"[M]any of the modernization and sustainment efforts which typically require 10-15 years to
execute have zero remaining schedule margin and some are already late-to-need. If the nation
does not continue to address these concerns, no amount of money will be able to adequately
mitigate operational risks associated with key stockpile and infrastructure capability losses,"
Richard said.
Long lead times needed to field modern replacement infrastructure require continued
investments in future and enduring facilities and capabilities, Richard added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US Has Grave Doubts About Taliban’s Reliability After Pullout - CENTCOM Commander
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States has significant doubts in the reliability of
the Taliban movement after Washington's withdraws its troops from Afghanistan, US Central
Command (CENTCOM) chief Gen. Kenneth McKenzie said on Tuesday.
"I have grave doubts about the Taliban's reliability, I've expressed those publicly going back for a
long period of time, but we need to see what they're going to do here [after the United States
withdrawal from Afghanistan]," McKenzie said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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NASA Says to Cooperate Closely With Roscosmos on ISS Through at Least 2024
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) ~ NASA plans to cooperate closely with Russia’s Roscosmos
on the International Space Station (ISS) through at least 2024, spokesperson Stephanie
Schierholz told Sputnik on Tuesday, avoiding comments on what will happened after Moscow's
planned exit from the initiative.
"The Russians have confirmed their participation in the ISS Program through at least 2024, as
have NASA and the Japanese, European and Canadian space agencies," Schierholz said.
"NASA and Roscosmos have and will continue to work closely as partners to safely conduct ISS
operations."
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yury Borisov said on Sunday that the country will exit the ISS
initiative in 2025 and will inform its international partners about that decision.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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US Nuclear Weapon Production Capability 'Nonexistent' - STRATCOM Chief
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States still cannot produce any new nuclear
warheads five years after then-President Barack Obama approved a $1 trillion nuclear
modernization program in 2016, Strategic Command chief Admiral Charles Richard told a
hearing of the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) on Tuesday.
"Our production capability [is] nonexistent in nuclear weapons complexes," Richard said. "We
are just barely able to life-extend our weapons. We have no capability right now to actually
make new weapons."
The strategic modernization program had not yet succeeded in modernizing or replacing any of
the 50-year-old US strategic weapons systems, Richard added.
"Russia remains the pacing nuclear threat and [is] 80 percent modernization-complete while we
are at zero," he said.
After the closure of the Rocky Flats Plutonium pit fabrication facility in the early 1990s, the
United States no longer had the capability to produce key components to make new nuclear
warheads. As a result, the making of components and materials needed to produce new
nuclear weapons effectively stopped, Richard said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
China Has Far Greater Nuclear Capacity Than Thought Only 1 Week Ago - STRATCOM Chief
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States has only learned in the past week that
China has developed a fast breeder capacity allowing it to make far more plutonium nuclear
warheads than US assessments had previously thought possible, Strategic Command
(STRATCOM) chief Admiral Charles Richard said on Tuesday.
"It is only in the past week that we became aware that this limitation [on production of nuclear
warheads] has changed in an upward direction," Richard told a hearing of the Senate Armed
Services Committee (SASC).
Beijing's development and successful activation of a fast breeder reactor had greatly increased
its capability and its nuclear stockpile was undergoing an "unprecedented expansion," Richard
said, adding that at the current pace, China is "well ahead of the pace necessary to double their
nuclear stockpile by the end of the decade."
China was also on track to achieve its goal of establishing a nuclear triad with separate ground,
air and sea-launched nuclear weapons by the middle of the current decade, Richard told
Senators.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Over 200,000 People Return to Zimbabwe From States Hit By Coronavirus Pandemic - IOM
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UNITED NATIONS, April 20 (Sputnik) - More than 200,000 people have returned back to
Zimbabwe in the past year due to the economic decline as a result of the coronavirus pandemic
measures in countries where they worked, the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
said in a release on Tuesday.
"More than 200,000 Zimbabweans have returned home over the past year due to the economic
fallout from COVID-19 in countries where they had been working," the release said.
The number of returnees has exceeded expectations underscoring the scale of the impact the
novel coronavirus pandemic had in the past year, including financial challenges, hunger and
loss of accommodation, lack of access to medical assistance, mental health support and the risk
of assault, the release said.
Some of the returnees do not have valid coronavirus test certificates and as a result are sent to
quarantine centers, the release also said.
The three main destinations where Zimbabwean workers travel in search of work are South
Africa, Malawi and Botswana, according to the release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US Justice Dept Charges 2 Italians Fiat Chrysler Executives With Emissions Fraud
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The US Justice Department's Eastern District of Michigan
has charged two senior executives at Fiat Chrysler Automobiles Italy (FCA) with conspiracy to
falsify results of diesel emissions controls and fuel efficiency in more than 100,000 vehicles sold
on the US market.
"An indictment was unsealed today in the Eastern District of Michigan charging two Italian
nationals, along with a previously charged co-conspirator, for their alleged role in a conspiracy
to defraud U.S. regulators and customers by making false and misleading statements about the
emissions controls and fuel efficiency of more than 100,000 diesel vehicles sold in the United
States by FCA US LLC,” the Justice Department said in a statement Tuesday.
Sergio Pasini and Gianluca Sabbioni were responsible for developing and calibrating diesel
engines in certain FCA vehicles. It is alleged that they, along with their co-conspirators,
calibrated the emissions control functions so that a diesel engine would produce lower nitrogen
oxides (NOx) emissions while being tested by a federal agency and higher NOx emissions in
real-world driving conditions, the release explained.
Each defendant is charged with one count of conspiracy to defraud the United States and to
violate the Clean Air Act, one count of conspiracy to commit wire fraud, and six counts of
violating the Clean Air Act and faces up to 37 years in prison, the release also said.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US 'No Longer' Has Triad Nuclear Defense as Bombers Still Offline - STRATCOM Chief
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States no longer has any "Triad' nuclear
deterrent system with three separate air, ground and undersea-launched nuclear weapons as
the air-launched bomber system has been inactive for 30 years since the end of the Cold \Nar,
Strategic Command (STRATCOM) chief Adm. Charles Richard said on Tuesday.
"\Ne have a diad [two-part deterrent]," Richard told a hearing of the US Senate Armed Services
Committee. "The bombers are not available to us. We took them off alert at the end of the Cold
War."
Some 70 percent of all US nuclear strategic warheads were currently deployed on submarines
and US nuclear bombers were not on alert and had not been so deployed in 30 years, Richard
said.
The ground-based Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missiles deployed at sites across the
Western and Rocky Mountain US states were now 50 years old and even replacement switches
for the system were no longer being manufactured and could not easily be replaced, Richard
said.
There were risks in relying to an excessive degree only on the submarine-based leg of the triad,
Richard added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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UKAtomic Authorities Award $4.2Mln In Contracts For Robots Used in Nuclear Activities
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA)
awarded 3 million pounds ($4.2 million) in contracts to two companies on Tuesday to support
the development of robots designed to help with nuclear decommissioning and fusion programs.
"The UKAtomic Energy Authority (‘UKAEA’) has awarded Veolia Nuclear Solutions (UK) and
Walischmiller Engineering GmbH separate contracts totalling £3 million to supply robotic
manipulator arms to its RACE research facility," reads UKAEA’s announcement.
The companies will each provide twin-arm haptic manipulators - robotic arms designed to grab
and handle nuclear materials - to the sites. They will be used both for active work at two
decommissioned facilities and for training new nuclear operators as well.
The contracts stem from the UK-Japanese robotics deal for fusion energy and nuclear
decommissioning research, called LongOps, announced in January this year.
The program will support research and development of faster and safer decommissioning at the
Tokyo Electric Power Company’s Fukushima Daiichi site in Japan and at Sellafield in the UK.
The project is a four-year collaboration led jointly by the UK Research and Innovation, the UK's
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority, and Japan’s Tokyo Electric Power Company.
Sellafield is a former nuclear power plant in the north of England that now engages in activities
such as nuclear fuel reprocessing, nuclear waste storage, and nuclear decommissioning.
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Biden’s Pledge at Upcoming Climate Summit Pivotal But Still ‘Inadequate’ - Think Tank
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States’ return to the Paris Climate Agreement is
pivotal in the global fight against climate change, but US President Joe Biden's upcoming
climate summit during which he will announce Washington's climate pledge is still insufficient,
Executive Director of the US-based think tank EcoEquity, Tom Athanasiou, told Sputnik.
President Biden has invited more than 40 countries to participate in a virtual climate change
summit on Thursday and Friday that symbolically overlaps with Earth Day. Biden is expected to
announce the United States’ new climate pledge after gaining re-admittance to the Paris
Climate Agreement in February.
"His infrastructure plans would be a big deal if he is able to put them into practice. So too his
new climate pledge, though we don’t quite know the details yet. They will be made public, it
seems, on the 22nd. Here I should be clear. The pledge will simultaneously be a major shift
from Trump-era policy and entirely inadequate to the climate challenge," Athanasiou, whose
think tank is also a member of the US Climate Action Network, said.
The infrastructure plans proposed by Biden include initiatives that help combat climate change,
such as installing more than 500,000 electric vehicle charging stations around the United States
by 2030 in an attempt to boost the electric vehicle market.
While Athanasiou said he believes such initiatives and holding the summit are good, he also
pointed out that they must not overshadow the UN-brokered COP climate negotiations.
"Given the need to pivot back to a real climate policy after the Trump years, it seems a good
move. What is essential is that it not in any way take the place of the UN climate negotiations,
which have to remain the core of international climate policymaking," Athanasiou said.
Changes in the US political leadership are very consequential in the global fight against climate
change, Athanasiou added.
"The change will be even greater if Democrats are able to hold power. As you know, the US is
not monolithic, and its future is unclear... The United States is very divided politically, and the
right-wing is very strongly aligned with the fossil fuel industry,” he added.
Athanasiou went on to say that while US participation in the Paris climate accords made its
targets achievable, a concerted global effort was necessary to reverse the dire situation.
“[The US’s return to the Paris Agreement] means that the goals of the Paris Agreement are
achievable. But the science is grim... the Paris Agreement can still be made to work. However,
all the major nations — including both the US and Russia — will have to do their fair share in
the shared global effort for this to be possible,” Athanasiou said.
The Paris Agreement, made within the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2015,
has a long-term goal of limiting the global rise in temperature to 2 degrees Celsius. The Trump
administration announced that it would withdraw the US, one of the major players, from the
agreement in 2017, but had to wait until 2019 to formally do so. On his first day in the White
House, President Joe Biden announced that the US would be rejoining the agreement, officially
gaining readmission in February of 2021.
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US to Offer 22,000 Extra Temporary Work Visas, Including 6,000 for Central Americans - DHS
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States will offer 22,000 additional seasonal
guest worker visas this year, including 6,000 for Central American nationals, the Department of
Homeland Security said on Tuesday.
"In light of increased labor demands, DHS is announcing a supplemental increase of 22,000
visas for the H-2B Temporary Non-Agricuitural Worker program,” DHS said in a statement.
The Department will reserve 6,000 of the visas for individuals from Honduras, El Salvador and
Guatemala, the statement said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
Biden Administration 'Strongly Support' Bill on DC Statehood - White House
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The administration of US President Joe Biden strongly
supports a House of Representatives bill to make \Afeshington, DC, the federal capital district, a
new state of the Union, the White House said on Tuesday.
"The Administration strongly supports H.R. 51, the V\feshington, D.C. Admission Act,” the White
House said in a statement. “Establishing the State of Washington, Douglass Commonwealth as
the 51st state will make our Union stronger and more just.”
Democrats have repeatedly tried to introduce such measures in Congress over the years but
have previously failed to get them advanced into law. The measure would give Washington, DC,
a governor and state legislature and would also give it its own two members of the US Senate.
Washington, DC overwhelmingly votes Democratic in all its mayoral, city council and House of
Representatives elections. Adding two reliable Democratic senators would give the party a
permanent edge in the currently evenly-divided Senate.
The US House Oversight Committee approved the bill on Wednesday, sending it on for a full
House vote.
The measure faces long odds for approval in the Senate due to Republican opposition. Apart
from constitutional arguments, Republicans say the overwhelmingly Democrat city would shift
the political balance in Congress.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Global Airline Trade Group Expands Travel Pass With COVID-19 Testing Network
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WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - An airline travel app will expand to include COVID-19 test
results from Unilabs, the leading European diagnostic services provider, the International Air
Transport Association (IATA) said on Tuesday.
"The agreement will make Unilabs one of the first major lab groups to be integrated into lATA’s
Travel Pass app. Proof of a negative Covid-19 test is required by many governments as a
condition of entry, and the app makes the process seamless, secure, and easy,” IATA said in a
press release.
The IATA Travel Pass provides information on national entry requirements, directs travelers to
trusted labs, and allows passengers to receive and manage digital certificates for COVID-19
tests and vaccinations, the release said.
The Travel Pass app allows travelers to document vaccine and test history with authorities at
national borders and in airports, according to the release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
China Desires to Use Space to Supplant US as Global Economic, Military Leader - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States sees China as one of its main threats in
the space domain, where the country seeks to displace Washington as a global leader,
Commander of the US Space Command James Dickinson said in testimony to Congress on
Tuesday.
"China desires to use space to supplant the US as a global economic and military leader,”
Dickinson said during a hearing at the Senate Armed Services Committee.
Over the past 20 years, Beijing has been developing advanced technologies to erode core US
military advantages, including power projection and rapid, global, space-enabled precision fires,
he added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US Warns Consumers to Ignore Online Attempts to Sell COVID-19 Vaccines - Trade Agency
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - Any website selling COVID-19 vaccines is fraudulent and
should be ignored by US consumers, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) said on Tuesday.
“No matter what anyone tells you, you can’t buy COVID-19 vaccines online and there’s no
out-of-pocket cost to get the shots," the FTC said in a press release.
The warning was prompted by a surge in online scammers offering to sell vaccines to both
cheat consumers out of their money and collect their personal information, the release said.
The agency advised citizens to ignore online ads, social media posts, or phone calls from
people offering to charge money to sign on to a vaccine waiting list.
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"You can’t buy it — anywhere. The vaccine is only available at federal- and state-approved
locations,” the release said.
As of Tuesday morning, 132 million Americans, more than half the US adult population, had
received at least one jab of a COVID-19 vaccine, according to the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC). The White House earlier said that as of Monday, all citizens over 16 were eligible to
receive the vaccine.
The vaccination campaign is funded by a series of pandemic relief measures approved by
Congress.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Russia Seeks to Degrade US Space Capabilities to Prevail in Future Conflicts - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - Russia seeks to degrade US space capabilities in order to
secure an advantage in future conflicts, Commander of the US Space Command James
Dickinson said at a Senate hearing on Tuesday.
“The Russian military remains an existential threat to the United States and a potent tool
designed to maintain Russia's influence over the states along its periphery," Dickinson said at
the Senate Armed Services Committee.
Russia considers its space program as a longstanding example of its leadership on the
international stage, he added.
"Moscow concluded that gaining and maintaining supremacy in space has a decisive impact on
the outcome of future conflicts and is developing space attack systems to hold US and allied
space assets at risk,” Dickinson said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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US Concerned by Uncertainty of Scope, Disposition of Russian Nuclear Arsenal - Pentagon
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned by its uncertainty of the
scope and disposition of the Russian nuclear arsenal, including new systems not included in the
New START Treaty, US Strategic Command chief Charles Richard said on Tuesday.
“While the extension of New START provides helpful transparency and predictability for much of
Russia’s deployed strategic arsenal, a considerable level of uncertainty remains regarding the
scope and disposition of Russia’s nuclear arsenal, including non-deployed nuclear weapons and
its novel systems that are not accounted for under the treaty,” Richard said at the Senate Armed
Services Committee.
He expressed concerns that Moscow is able to increase its overall nuclear stockpile, while US'
own production capacity remains essentially non-existent.
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NASA Ready to Launch SpaceX Crew-2 to ISS on April 22 as Scheduled - Program Manager
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - NASA is ready to launch SpaceX Crew-2 mission on time
April 22, manager of the Commercial Crew Program Steve Stich told reporters on Tuesday.
"We’re still on track for a 6:11 Eastern [time] launch on Thursday, April 22,” Stich said during a
press briefing.
SpaceX is scheduled to dock the International Space Station (ISS) early on Friday, he added.
"We had our launch readiness review this morning, jointly between NASA and SpaceX, we
reviewed all the open work coming... we concluded that we’re go for launch,” Stich said.
The mission will deliver two NASA astronauts, one from the Japanese Aerospace Exploration
Agency and another from the European Space Agency to join the previous - first-ever - crew
delivered there by SpaceX, as well as the Expedition 65 crew. The SpaceX Crew-1 crew is
expected to return on April 28 at the earliest.
The mission, the first-ever operational commercial crew mission to the ISS, was launched last
November to take US astronauts Mike Hopkins, Victor Glover and Shannon Walker, as well as
Soichi Noguchi from Japan to the ISS, for a six-month stay.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Boeing Inks 5-Year Logistics Contract With Israel For Apache Helicopters
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) ~ US aerospace company Boeing on Tuesday announced
that it has concluded a contact to continue providing the Israeli Air Force logistical support for a
fleet of Apache attack helicopters over the next five years.
"This tailored support package and Boeing’s decades of vertical lift experience bring superior
global sustainment expertise to our Israeli customer and elevates the capability of their Apache
fleet to support key missions,” Boeing Director of Europe and Israel Services Indra
Duivenvoorde said in a press release.
The five-year contract continues Boeing servicing of Israel AH-64A~model and D-model Apache
helicopters, the release said. The amount of the contract was not disclosed.
A Boeing field service representative has been based in Israel since 1991 to provide on-site
technical support, the release added.
In addition to the US Army, Israel is one of 16 partner nations operating the Apache as its
primary attack helicopter, according to the release.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Biden Admin Launches 100-Day Plan to Boost Electricity Grid Cybersecurity - White House
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has launched a 100-day plan to
boost the cybersecurity of the US electrical power system, National Security Council (NSC)
Spokesperson Emily Horne announced in a White House statement on Monday.
"As a pilot of the administration's broader cybersecurity initiative planned for multiple critical
infrastructure sectors, today the Department of Energy (DOE) is announcing a 100-day plan to
improve the cybersecurity of our nation’s electric infrastructure," Horne said.
The project is a coordinated effort between the Energy Department, the US electricity industry,
and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), the statement said.
"Protecting our nation’s critical infrastructure is a shared responsibility of government and the
owners and operators of that infrastructure. The 100-day plan includes aggressive ... milestones
and will assist owners and operators as they modernize cybersecurity defenses, including
enhancing detection, mitigation, and forensic capabilities," Horne said.
Government partnerships with industry are essential to addressing the urgent cybersecurity
challenge because so much US critical infrastructure is owned and operated by the private
sector, Horne added.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Sullivan to Return to US This Week, Be Back in Moscow in Coming Weeks - State Dept.
WASHINGTON, April 20 (Sputnik) - US Ambassador John Sullivan will briefly return to the
United States this week for a family visit and consultations with officials before arriving back in
Moscow in the coming weeks, a State Department spokesperson confirmed to Sputnik on
Tuesday.
"Ambassador Sullivan will be returning to the US this week to visit his family and meet with
members of the new administration with whom he has not had a chance to consult since he
agreed to continue serving in his post indefinitely. He will return to Moscow in the coming
weeks," the spokesperson said.
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