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Section of Biden's Infrastructure Bill for Fighting Climate Change Reportedly Tops $500 Billion 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

According to a Tuesday report by Axios, the climate change section of US President Joe Biden's 
massive infrastructure bill will be its largest at more than $500 billion spread over the next 10 

years.
"Two sources familiar with the talks" told Axios on Tuesday that the climate change mitigation 
section was "mostly settled" and hadn't been substantially curbed by negotiations with 
moderates like Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV).
The outlet noted that the final remaining hurdle is the $150 billion Clean Electricity Performance 
Program. The program would encourage power providers to switch to clean energy sources or 
face penalties.
"Everything else is getting a massive haircut, but this isn't," Sen. Brian Schatz (D-HI) told the 
outlet. "This will be, just as a matter of fact, the biggest climate bill in human history. At least a 
half a trillion dollars. That's a pretty good story to tell at the Conference of Parties (COP26)." 
Biden is due to attend a two-week-long UN conference in Glasgow, Scotland, beginning on 
Monday, after spending two days in Rome for the Group of 20 conference.
Jake Sullivan, Biden's national security adviser, told reporters at a Tuesday presser that the 
president would "give a major address on climate" and push his Build Back Better World (B3W) 
initiative on the sidelines. The program, announced at the G7 summit in June, is an international 
extension of his central domestic infrastructure program and intended to compete with China's 
Belt and Road Initiative.
"This is a global crisis that needs the power, the influence, and the impact of every current and 
former leader who's willing to go to Glasgow or stand up and shout that from the rooftops,"
White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said at the presser in response to a question about what 
Biden might say in Glasgow. While former US President Barack Obama is going, the leaders of 
several world powers, including Brazil, China and Russia, have pulled out of the conference. 
Once $3.5 trillion for 10 years of spending, Biden's bill has been substantially reduced due to 
the razor-thin majority Democrats hold in the Senate, leaving the bill beholden to the approval of 
moderates like Manchin, whose opposition could kill what has become a vital program for 
Biden's agenda.
Much of what has been pared back are programs central to what Biden called the "Care 
Economy," or childcare and other programs designed to help millions of mothers return to work. 
He has claimed "we’re going to pay for it all" via tax hikes on the rich, but conservatives are both 
hostile to tax increases and skeptical of Biden's claim the bill won't add to the federal deficit. 
Democrats are attempting to dodge the GOP's filibuster opposition in the Senate, which can 
prevent a bill from ever coming to a vote, by passing the massive infrastructure bill as part of a 
process called budget reconciliation, which cannot be filibustered.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/27/2021 9:33:20 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/27/2021 9:33:20 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Texas Becomes Latest US State to Pass Anti-LGBTQ Law, Banning Trans Girls From Female 
Sports
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Texas Governor Greg Abbot has signed another controversial bill into law that bans trans girls 
from playing girls’ sports. The move comes as the conservative-dominated state government is 
locked in legal battles over other laws that curtail the right to an abortion and to vote.
House Bill 25 became law on Monday with Abbot’s signature. The new law, which will take effect 
on January 18, 2022, will require student athletes to join gendered teams that correspond to the 
gender listed on their birth certificate at birth.
The law is intended to stop transgender youth from participating with other students of their 
gender, even if it has been legally changed and isn’t simply a matter of personal identification. It 
was passed during a special legislative session and was identified as one of five priorities by 
Abbott.
Anti-trans activists and politicians, like Texas Republican Rep. Valoree Swanson, who 
sponsored the bill, argue they are defending the gender equality created by Title IX by barring 
transgender girls, who were assigned male at birth, from competing against cisgender girls, who 
were assigned female at birth, because they regard the cis girls as innately weaker.
“It's so very, very important that we protect everything that women have gained in the last 50 
years,” Swanson said during a committee hearing, as quoted by the Texas Tribune.
However, trans rights advocates argue that dichotomy isn’t backed up by science and 
perpetuates age-old myths of female inferiority.
“A person’s genetic make-up and internal and external reproductive anatomy are not useful 
indicators of athletic performance,” Dr. Joshua D. Safer, Executive Director of the Mount Sinai 
Center for Transgender Medicine and Surgery and a professor of medicine at the Icahn School 
of Medicine at Mount Sinai, said in a release earlier this year by the American Civil Liberties 
Union.
Speaking of a trans woman athlete who meets National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
standards, Safer said “there is no inherent reason why her physiological characteristics related 
to athletic performance should be treated differently from the physiological characteristics of a 
non-transgender woman.”
He also noted there are not simply two kinds of human - one male and one female - but wide 
genetic diversity in genetics, sex characteristics, and physical capabilities.

Advocates have also noted that team participation with one’s peers and the social inclusion that 
comes with it are far more important for children and youth, especially trans youth who may be 
otherwise socially ostracized.
LGBTQ Rights Becomes Part of Dem-GOP Feud
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Texas is the ninth state to pass such a law in the last year, while a tenth, South Dakota, was 
vetoed but later implemented via executive order by Governor Kristi Noem. In two of those 
states, West Virginia and Florida, the laws have drawn legal challenges in court.
While questions of trans legal equality have sparked debate across the United States for many 
years, 2021 has been by far the most energetic when it comes to anti-LGBTQ bills. Former US 
President Donald Trump oversaw reversals of many gains made by LGBTQ people under his 
predecessor, Barack Obama, and President Joe Biden - who was Obama’s vice president - 
pledged during his ultimately successful election campaign to restore those protections.
On his first few days in office, Biden issued dozens of executive ordersending Trump-era 
programs and policies, including those that barred trans people from military service, 
segregated homeless shelters by gender assigned at birth, and had replaced gender-based 
language with sex-based language in policies at the departments of education, health and 
human services, and justice. He also fully implemented Bostock v. Clayton, a Supreme Court 
ruling from June 2020 that found LGBTQ people to be protected by the sex-based language of 
Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
Biden also restored an Obama-era order that interpreted Title IX, part of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 that bans discrimination against women in school-related fields, including 
sports, as protecting LGBTQ people from discrimination, as well. Texas’ new law flies in the face 
of that regulation.
Trump, in turn, railed against Democratic support for trans rights, incorporating it into his 
campaign speeches and talking points alongside others also designed to spark fear and panic in 
his conservative base, such as those about immigrants and police reform. Republicans took 
note and in the months after Biden took office, introduced a record number of bills rolling back 
LGBTQ rights and protections.
According to a count in May by Human Rights Campaign, a leading US LGBTQ rights 
nongovernmental organization, more than 250 such bills had already been introduced, with a 
record 17 passed into law. Equality Texas noted earlier this month that in Texas alone, 76 
anti-LGBTQ bills have been introduced this year, including 50 that specifically targeted the rights 
of transgender children.
Many of those bills have aroused fear and fury far outside Texas’ borders, including one that 
would have banned affirmative medical care for trans kids and charged parents who allowed 
their children to receive such care with child abuse.
On the national level, Democrats easily passed the Equality Act through the House in March, 
but the bill stalled in the Senate, where a Republican filibuster has successfully stalled almost 
every part of Biden’s political agenda, including bills that would expand unions’ organizing rights 
and introduce paid family leave, among other items.
The Equality Act would add gender identity and sexuality to the social categories in the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, protecting LGBTQ people from discrimination in employment, housing, and 
access to public facilities such as bathrooms.
Texas Laws Challenged
However, HB 25 is far from the only piece of legislation Abbott has signed in recent months that 
has aroused fury for its restrictiveness.
An anti-abortion law signed in April but that took effect in September has grabbed nationwide 
attention after the Supreme Court refused to suspend it, as many expected since it seems to
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clearly violate the court’s earlier ruling in Roe v. Wade. That 1973 decision established the legal 
right to an abortion and laid out a framework for its regulation, including that no restrictions 
could be placed on abortions before the end of the first trimester of pregnancy, which is roughly 
13 weeks after conception. Texas’ law, SB 8, bans abortions after a so-called “heartbeat” is 
detected, which occurs as early as five weeks after conception.
The Supreme Court recently agreed to hear arguments about whether or not the federal 
government can challenge SB 8, but not on SB 8’s constitutionality itself.
Two other bills signed into law last month redrew the state’scongressional districts, changing 
who votes for which seats in Congress residents vote for, and restricting the time, places, and 
methods by which people can vote. Critics have claimed both bills are intended to weaken the 
voting power of communities of color and strengthen the hold on Texas politics by whites.
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China Pushes Vaccination Program Ahead as Lanzhou Placed in Lockdown to Contain New
Covid Cases
By - Morgan Artyukhina

China has placed a national hub under lockdown amid a new and stubborn spike in COVID-19 
cases. Meanwhile, the country’s impressive vaccination rate has slowed, encouraging health 
officials to further expand those eligible for shots.
On Monday, China’s National Health Commission reported 43 new cases of COVID-19, 14 of 
which were imported and 29 of which were domestic in origin. Of the domestic cases, 16 were in 
Inner Mongolia and 15 of those were in the westernmost Alxa League district, which has been a 
hotbed of cases for several days.
Just six of Monday’s cases were in Lanzhou, the capital of neighboring Gansu Province, but 
with a total of 39 over the past week, that was enough to push officials into declaring a lockdown 
in the city of 4 million, barring residents from leaving their homes except for emergencies. 
According to the New York Times, medical workers had tested 2.8 million of Lanzhou’s 
population by Monday evening and 12 million people across Gansu, which has a population of 
26 million. The city is a major transit hub between western and central China, with numerous 
high-speed and regular rail connections to Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia, and points east.
The city had already been in a partial lockdown for nearly a week, slowly increasing the 
restrictions and requests each day as cases failed to subside. China has a “zero Covid” policy 
designed to stop small outbreaks from spreading, which over the last few weeks has caused 
widespread lockdowns and a massive testing operation.
While China was home to the first identified outbreak of COVID-19 in the final days of 2019 and 
early 2020, the outbreak was contained mostly to Hubei Province and fizzled out by the summer 
amid a highly successful total lockdown system, during which residents were given food, 
medicine and other necessities via a massive logistical operation. Since then, outbreaks have 
been small, picking up noticeably since the summer, when the ultra-transmissive Delta variant of 
the virus became a worldwide phenomenon.
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However, an outbreak that started in mid-July was fully contained by late August, having only 
caused roughly 1,200 cases in that time. By comparison, daily new cases in the United States at 
that time were topping 180,000, has begun to rise from about 15,000 new cases per day at the 
same time the outbreak in China began. At the time, vaccination rates in both China and the US 
were roughly 50% of the population.
China has pushed ahead with its vaccination program, though, and as of Monday had reached 
76% of its 1.4 billion people, or 1 billion, 64 million vaccinated, using a number of indigenously 
developed vaccines. However, now Beijing has reached a new problem: the vaccination rate is 
slowing, due in part to hesitancy by those who remain unvaccinated.
In a bid to push that number higher, officials in several Chinese provinces have begun 
vaccinating children between the ages of 3 and 11, the Global Times reported on Tuesday, 
noting that 91% of the children between the ages of 11 and 17 had been immunized against 
COVID-19 since July, when the lower age group was opened up for shots.
The South China Morning Post, a Hong Kong-based paper, reported on Tuesday on several 
cases of vaccine hesitancy, interviewing them on why they didn’t want to get the shot. Some 
didn’t want to put up with side-effects, which can produce flu-like symptoms, while others simply 
did not see any pressing need to get vaccinated against a virus the government contains so 
well.
“I feel vaccination makes little difference for whether I will get COVID-19,” Sun Zhaoyun, a 
47-year-old office manager in Beijing, told the paper. “COVID-19 control in China has been very 
successful, and I have a very low chance of being exposed to it. I seldom catch colds, and am 
usually fine if my family are down with flu, so I am less worried about getting COVID-19 without 
vaccination than about being judged and mocked for not being inoculated.”
Zheng Jiajia, 32, who runs a social media platform, told the paper she had more faith in her own 
meticulous safety practices and immune system than she did in a vaccine.
“I eat a high-protein diet and work out,” she said. “I keep regular working and rest hours to 
improve my immunity. I have alcoholic sanitiser to hand. When I travel on public transport, I 
don’t eat, and take off my mask only for an occasional sip of water.”
According to NHC data, the pace of vaccination has fallen from a peak of 24 million shots per 
day to less than 2 million.
China’s national government has never sanctioned vaccine mandates and the NHC has pushed 
back against regional or local attempts to introduce them, saying in July that "informed. 
consented and voluntary” are the most basic principles of a successful public vaccination 
program. That point was reiterated in August with regards to schools and their students. 
However, it has championed vaccine passports for international travel.
Instead, the government has tried to convince residents to get vaccinated by a variety of other 
methods, including offering prizes and lottery entries, waging an education campaign dispelling 
fears and emphasizing the positives about getting vaccinated.
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United Airlines Pilots, Workers Refusing to Fly With Unvaccinated Colleagues, Court Docs 
Reveal
By - Evan Craighead

Last month, United Airlines revealed that approximately 2,000 of its 67,000 staffers based in the 
US had applied for a religious or medical exemption from the company's COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate. The order, at the center of a federal lawsuit, has since been temporarily suspended 
until US Court Judge Mark Pittman can hear arguments.
While the majority of United employees have been vaccinated against COVID-19, a significant 
number of workers at the airline have refused to comply with the company mandate, forcing the 
company to place unvaccinated employees on leave.
United has responded to a suit filed by some of its employees placed on leave, arguing that the 
company has reached an impasse when it comes to options for those who both refuse to get 
vaccinated and do not qualify for a religious or medical exemption.
Kirk Limacher, vice president of human resources at United, explained in a filing obtained by 
CNN that a majority of pilots for the company expressed that they are not comfortable working in 
confined spaces with unvaccinated people, including fellow employees.
"United cannot return the unvaccinated pilots to the cockpit because — aside from the various 
practical problems with testing and masking — we would face serious and widespread 
objections from the vaccinated pilots," Limacher said in the filing.
The United HR representative added that some pilots refuse to fly with unvaccinated coworkers. 
Flight attendants have expressed similar objections to working with unvaccinated colleagues. 
"The distractions and dissension this would cause in the workforce represent an unacceptable 
safety risk," Limacher asserted.
The airliner revealed last month that some 2,000 individuals have submitted requests for a 
religious or medical exemption from the mandate.
Though it was originally reported that United could lay off close to 600 employees over a failure 
to adhere to the mandate, the company now estimates some 200 individuals are in danger of 
losing their job, according to CNN.
At the same time, it does not appear likely that all workers will have their requests approved, as 
United CEO Scott Kirby cast doubt on how the industry would manage the volume of COVID-19 
testing that would be required for those who insist on refusing the vaccine.
"Imagine if you have thousands of employees on one day calling in and saying, 'For some 
reason, my test didn't pass,"' Kirby pointed out. "I mean it is going to be a huge challenge for 
airlines that are not implementing vaccine requirements."
Judge Pittman has ordered that United keep employees on the payroll while arguments are 
being heard in the Fort Worth, Texas, court.
As the air travel industry in the US attempts to rebound amid the COVID-19 pandemic,
American Airlines, Alaska Airlines, and JetBlue have also announced COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates.
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Old Habits: Big Tobacco's Annual Cigarette Sales Increase for First Time in 20 Years, FTC 
Reports
By - Evan Craighead

In 2020, Big Tobacco's spending for cigarette advertising and promotional campaigns totalled 
$7.84 billion, a slight increase from the $7.62 billion spent in 2019, according to US Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) data.
For the first time in two decades, there has been an increase in Big Tobacco's annual cigarette 
sales to wholesale companies and retailers nationwide, the FTC details in its Cigarette Report 
fQ.r_2.Q2.Q-
Per the report, made public on Tuesday, a total of 203.7 billion units were sold by the largest US 
cigarette companies in 2020, versus an estimated 202.9 billion units sold in 2019.
"According to the 2020 Smokeless Tobacco Report, smokeless tobacco sales increased from 
126.0 million pounds in 2019 to 126.9 million pounds in 2020", the FTC highlighted. "The 
revenue from those sales rose from $4.53 billion in 2019 to $4.82 billion in 2020".
The FTC report included a number of firsts, including reporting on nicotine lozenges or nicotine 
pouches not containing tobacco, which raked in approximately $420.5 million for the sale of 
140.7 million units.
Additionally, 2020 marks the first time FTC data includes information on smokeless tobacco 
products. Menthol accounted for around 54.5% of sales revenue for all smokeless tobacco 
products, regular (tobacco) flavored smokeless tobacco represented 43.4% of total sales 

revenue.
The new FTC new report comes on the heels of the first round of e-cigarette marketing 
authorisations in the US.
The latest move by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authorised three tobacco products 
as appropriate for the protection of public health, and came about as part of the federal agency's 
"robust, scientific premarket evaluation" and efforts to reduce Americans' exposure to known 
harmful chemicals, according to Mitch Zeller, director of the FDA's Centre for Tobacco Products. 
Some have argued that an increase in e-cigarette use has contributed to a spike in individuals 
who vape cannabis.
A new study published on Monday in the peer-reviewed medical journal JAMA Pediatrics 
determined that the lifetime prevalence of cannabis vaping adolescents more than doubled from 
2013 to 2020 (from 6.1% to 13.6%). The research was based on a systematic review and 
meta-analysis that parsed 17 studies from the US and Canada, and included 198,845 
respondents.
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Angry Emojis Only! - Cartoon

"The Facebook Papers" is a collaborative US mainstream media endeavor that seeks to parse 
the internal Facebook documents leaked by Frances Haugen, a former Facebook
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employee-turned-whistleblower. A total of 17 news organizations make up the consortium, 
including the Associated Press, Wall Street Journal, New York Times, and Washington Post.
As media reports continue to document allegations of Facebook's safety issues, the Washington 
Post is now reigniting a conversation about the reaction algorithm adopted by the company's 
social media platform.
According to the report, content with an emoji reaction was assigned a value five times higher 
than a posting with a simple 'like'. Hauaen originally highlighted those concerns during her 
testimony before a US Senate panel earlier this month, noting that the algorithm contributes to 
Facebook's "system that amplifies division, extremism, and polarization."
Nick Clegg, Facebook's vice president of global affairs, reportedly issued a memo to employees 
on Saturday, warning workers that they may have to brace "for more bad headlines in the 
coming days." The former UK politician now turned social media executive claimed that reports 
that reference the company's internal leaks would likely "contain mischaracterisations of our 
research, our motives, and where our priorities lie."
Documents cited in "The Facebook Papers" were originally produced by Haugen as part of her 
original pre-testimony whistleblower complaint filed with the US Securities and Exchange 
Commission.
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Poll: 6 in 10 Americans Say Oil, Gas Companies Bear Brunt of Blame for Climate Change 
By - Evan Craighead

The UN Environment Programme announced in its 12th, and most recent, Emissions Gap 
Report that the Earth is at risk of catastrophic changes to its climate due to member nations' 
current climate pledges and other mitigation measures. Experts say the world must halve its 
annual greenhouse gas emissions before 2030 to meet Paris Agreement aspirations.
On Tuesday, a new survey from The Guardian, YouGov, Vice News, and Covering Climate Now 
revealed that some 60% of Americans view oil and gas companies as "completely or mostly 
responsible" for the global climate situation.
According to survey data, the issue of acknowledging climate change as a pressing, or even 
real issue, appears divided along party lines within the US.
Though 89% of Democrats surveyed agreed on the reality of climate change, only some 42% of 
Republicans polled submitted the same response.
Of the 1,000 Americans polled, 70% of overall respondents acknowledged the occurrence of 
climate change.
The publication of the survey comes alongside the Tuesday issuance of the UN Environment 
Programme's 2021 emissions report, which warned that many national climate pledges from 
member nations have put the Earth on a course for a global temperature rise of 2.7°C by the 
end of the century.
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The US has recently rejoined the Paris Agreement, which calls on parties to hold the increase in 
global average temperature below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and pushes for the limiting of 
temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.
However. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters on Tuesday that Biden is 
expected to "give a major address on climate" on the sidelines of an upcoming UN conference 
in Glasgow, Scotland. Environmental groups have been pushing Biden to address the ongoing 
climate situation head-on, rather than leave the issue for future generations to tackle.
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Internal Documents Show Facebook Knew it Was Used to Incite Violence in Ethiopia 
By - Nevin Brown

Documents shared with CNN as part of a US Securities and Exchange Commission 
investigation show that Facebook knew it was being used to incite violence in Ethiopia and did 
little to combat it.
According to the documents. Facebook employees repeatedly raised concerns over the 
company’s failure to stop the proliferation of misinformation and violence-inciting posts in 
Ethiopia and other at-risk countries. Facebook, through a spokesperson, insists it has done 
enough to curb violence on the platform, while rights groups and whistleblowers argue their 
efforts are underfunded and quasi-performative.
Ethiopia has been gripped by a civil war over the past year, and militias have made use of 
Facebook to make calls for violence against ethnic minorities. Politicians have also used the 
platform to spark divisiveness. Facebook has come under similar fire for its role in Myanmar’s 
genocide of Rohingyans.
While Facebook’s efforts to police hate speech in America have been criticized, its efforts in the 
rest of the world are likely far worse. According to Facebook, the platform has 1.84 billion daily 
users and 2.8 billion monthly users. Close to three-fourths of all its users are outside of North 
America and Europe.
Documents indicate the company has failed to grow its staff and develop local language 
resources to catch and prevent hate and violence-inciting speech to keep up with its explosive 
global growth. Facebook whistleblower Frances Haugen believes the events in Myanmar and 
Ethiopia are not one-offs, but rather a sign of things to come.
"I genuinely fear that a huge number of people are going to die in the next five to ten years, or 
twenty years, because of choices and underfunding," Haugen said.
"The raw version [of Facebook] roaming wild in most of the world doesn't have any of the things 
that make it kind of palatable in the United States, and I genuinely think there's a lot of lives on 
the line -- that Myanmar and Ethiopia are like the opening chapter," she added.
A string of whistleblowers and reports have consistently said that Facebook prioritizes 
profitability over safety. Facebook has long defended its platform by suggesting it is not its duty 
to police what its users say. However, they have also made investments to help catch and curb 
problematic speech and actors that utilize the platform.
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Through a spokesperson, Facebook said that they have invested "$13 billion and have 40,000 
people working on the safety and security on our platform, including 15,000 people who review 
content in more than 70 languages working in more than 20 locations all across the world to 
support our community.”
To put those numbers in context, Facebook reported revenues of $85.9 billion in 2020 and 
allegedly has 1.84 billion daily users. Their $13 billion investment represents 15% of their 2020 
revenue, and it’s unknown if the investment figure is over a period of time or if that is $13 billion 
in new spending.
Facebook suggesting that 15,000 people can adequately review the content of 1.84 billion daily 
users is incredibly optimistic. That would mean that each reviewer would be responsible for the 
posts of 122,666 people every day. If reviewing each person’s post only took one second, it’d 
take 34 hours per day for 15,000 people to review the content of 1.84 billion daily users.
The civil war in Ethiopia was not caused by Facebook, but the platform’s ability to rapidly 
disseminate dangerous speech and the company’s disinterest in investing in adequate 
safeguards could have led to the loss of human life.
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Everything You Need to Know Before the Astros and Braves Face Off in the World Series 
By - Nevin Brown

The 2021 World Series will be contested by the Houston Astros and the Atlanta Braves. The 
Astros, winners of the American League pennant, are competing in their third World Series in 
the past five seasons, while the Braves, winners of the National League pennant, are playing in 
the franchise’s first World Series since 1999.
In the regular season, the Astros were an offensive juggernaut. They scorched the ball on their 
way to scoring the most runs in all of baseball. However, they had to contend with the ire of 
angry fans in the wake of a 2017 sign-stealing scandal. Nearly every single road series featured 
a group of fans who directed their creative rage toward the team.
Their run to the World Series saw them bludgeon the Chicago White Sox in the American 
League Division Series, before facing off with the Boston Red Sox in the American League 
Championship Series. The Astros fell behind two games to one before rattling off three 
consecutive wins to book their ticket to the World Series.
The Braves faced their own form of adversity this season. Their All-Star slugger, Marcel Ozuna, 
missed nearly the entire season in the wake of domestic assault charges, and MVP frontrunner 
Ronald Acuna Jr tore his ACL attempting a leaping catch. The Braves were below .500 on July 
11th, behind the New York Mets in the standings, and needed to overhaul their outfield. Atlanta’s 
front office got busy before the trade deadline and brought in Joe Pederson, Jorge Soler, Adam 
Duvall, and Eddie Rosario. The team went 44-28 after July 11th to claim the National League 
East crown and punch their ticket to the postseason.
The Braves’ journey to the World Series saw them dispatch the Milwaukee Brewers and their 
devastating pitching rotation in the National League Division Series. Their reward for beating the
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Brewers was a matchup with the Los Angeles Dodgers, last year’s World Series Champion and 
the consensus World Series favorites. The Dodgers had won 106 games in the regular season 
and bested, on a questionable umpire call, the San Francisco Giants, the only other National 
League team to win over 100 games, in the Division Series. The Braves were unfazed and 
dispatched the Dodgers in six games to complete their miraculous turnaround.
Pitchers to know
The MLB postseason, strategically, is a very different game than the regular season. Managers 
aggressively go to their bullpens, and the share of innings pitched by starters is now less than 
that of relievers. While individual starters still have a larger impact on winning than their reliever 
brethren, a team’s bullpen is just, if not more, important to winning in the playoffs.
Houston Astros Pitchers to know
The Houston Astros are likely to be without their best starting pitcher, Lance McCullers Jr. The 
Astros haven’t ruled him out, but he still hasn’t thrown since suffering an injury in the American 
Division Series. They’re never saying never on his return, but it’s unlikely that he will take the 
mound.
In his absence, they’ll turn to Framber Valdez in Game One of the World Series, followed, in no 
particular order, by Luis Garcia, Zach Greinke, and Jose Uriquidy. Garcia is battling a knee issue 
that has robbed him of velocity and control at times, Greinke is older and has faded as the 
season has worn on, and Uriquidy has struggled in limited action this postseason. The Astros’ 
bullpen has seen significant use this postseason, and that’s unlikely to stop heading into the 
World Series.
The names to know out of the Astros’ pen are; Ryan Pressley, Ryne Stanek, and Kendall 
Graveman. While Houston’s bullpen has been awesome this postseason - they have six 
relievers with earned run averages below two in the playoffs - Pressley, Stanek, and Graveman 
have the best track record of the group and should be counted on to get the most critical outs. 
Graveman and Pressley are right-handers that throw hard and have dangerous sliders. Stanek 
is dangerous too, but he also possesses a solid splitfinger change-up. Stanek’s arsenal of 
pitches gives him the best chance to get lefties out, making him the make-or-break arm in the 
Astros bullpen.
Atlanta Braves pitchers to know
The Braves starting rotation has an edge over the Astros largely because of health. They’re 
expected to send out Charlie Morton, a member of the Astros 2017 World Series Champion 
team, for game one. Following him will be Max Fried, and Ian Anderson. The Braves haven’t yet 
used a fourth starter this postseason.
Morton attacks hitters with a fastball up in the zone and a big breaking curveball. His plan is 
simple but highly effective, although he rarely works deep into games. Fried, a left-hander, 
attacks hitters with a combination of fastballs, sliders, and curveballs. He was awesome in the 
second half of the season and has continued to pitch well in the postseason. Anderson has a 
three-pitch mix that features a fastball, changeup, and curveball. His fastball and changeup are 
his two best pitches.
The Braves bullpen is led by a trio of left-handers in AJ Minter, Will Smith, and Tyler Matzek. 
Minter is a hard-throwing lefty who has been utterly dominant in the postseason. The Braves’
Will Smith is not the world-famous actor, but rather a left-handed closer. Smith, like Minter, has 
yet to give up a run this postseason. Matzek has given up two runs this postseason but has
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similarly been excellent, with a 1.74 ERA. The trio of pitchers, seemingly like every reliever in 
2021, rely on a fastball-slider combination to get opposing hitters out. Minter and Smith throw 
about as many fastballs as they do sliders, while Matzek relies much more heavily on his heater. 
Houston Astros Hitters to know
The Houston Astros had the best lineup in all of baseball. As a team, they led baseball in batting 
average, on-base percentage, and were third in slugging percentage. No team does that without 
a few great hitters and the Astros’ lineup is about as deep as they come.
The Astros had six of the top-50 hitters, according to weighted runs created plus (wRC+) and 
that doesn’t include Alex Bregman, who missed a significant part of the season with a quadricep 
injury. The Astros were able to bludgeon opposing pitchers with Carlos Correa, Jose Altuve,
Kyle Tucker, Yordan Alverez, Yuli Gurriel, Michael Brantley, and Alex Bregman. Houston’s 
Magnificent Seven have the rare combination of high contact rates and homerun power. The 
Braves pitchers are going to need to execute great pitching throughout the series, or things 
could get ugly.
Atlanta Braves Hitters to know
The Braves would love to have Ronald Acuna Jr in their lineup, but he’ll be relegated to a 
position of cheerleader, as he recovers from an ACL injury. In his stead, however, the Braves 
have plenty of potent hitters. Their lineup is spearheaded by 2020 NL MVP Freddie Freeman, 
who, after a slow start, in the season had an impressive second half.
Austin Riley had a breakout season after finally being able to hit for power while limiting 
strikeouts. Eddie Rosario was dismal for the Cleveland Indians before joining the Braves; where 
he has thrived. Rosario has stayed hot in the postseason and also won the National League 
Championship Series MVP. Jorge Soler is another midseason addition. The gigantic outfielder 
has light-tower power but has a lot of swing and miss in his game. He’s as likely to win the 
series for the Braves as he is to be a non-factor.
Get to know the managers
The Houston Astros are managed by Dusty Baker. After a 19-year playing career, the baseball 
lifer has managed five different teams since 1993, leading all of them to the postseason. While 
he has had success throughout his career, he has yet to win a World Series. At 72, this might be 
his last and best chance.
The Atlanta Braves are managed by Brian Snitker. Snitker joined the Braves in 1977, as a minor 
leaguer and has been with the organization ever since. After nearly 40 years, his slow climb up 
the coaching ladder was finally rewarded when he was named the Braves manager in 2016. 
Under his leadership, the Braves have won the National League East each of the past four 

seasons.
Who will win?
The Braves have the starting pitching advantage and the Astros have the bigger bats. As series 
go, this one could be awfully close. However, lineups last throughout the game, while starters 
are throwing fewer postseason innings than ever before. The Astros lineup is simply too good to 
deny.
Astros in six games.
Game one will be played in Houston and is Tuesday night at 8 p.m. EST.
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Zinedine Zidane Not Interested in Manchester United Job, Reports 
By - Nevin Brown

Former Real Madrid manager and footballing superstar, Zinedine Zidane, will not seek to join 
Manchester United if Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is sacked.
According to reports from ESPN. Zidane will not seek the United job, if it becomes available. He 
is reported to be enjoying time away from managing and recharging his batteries for his next 
endeavor.
Because of his unique history, Zidane has been hailed as the right man for the United job. 
Before proving himself as a manager at Real Madrid he was a world-class player. The pressure 
under any United manager is intense, but it pales in comparison to managing Real Madrid. 
Zidane’s two stints at Real Madrid as manager were nearly as successful as his career as a 
player. In his first run in charge of Real, Zidane won three consecutive Champions Leagues, 
from 2016 to 2018, a feat that hadn’t been done since Bayern Munich pulled it off between 1974 
and 1976, and La Liga in 2016-17. Zidane stepped down following the 2018 season but was 
lured back to Madrid in 2019. He would go on to win another La Liga before stepping down 
again in May of 2021.
It has been speculated that Zidane wants to take the French national team job, which could 
become available following the 2022 World Cup or the 2024 Euro.
Solskjaer’s tenure has been up and down at United and there are rumors that he has lost the 
faith of his top players. By all accounts, Solskjaer is well-liked by the board and his players, but 
his tactics and coaching acumen have increasingly been questioned.
With Zidane out of the running, there are rumors that Manchester United will target Antonio 
Conte to spearhead a title challenge. Conte has an impressive managerial record and has 
experience turning around high-profile clubs that have hit hard times.
Conte took charge of Juventus after that club finished seventh in the league in consecutive 
seasons. His first season saw immediate returns, and he led Juventus to an undefeated season 
and the Serie A title. It was the first time Juventus had won the Italian league since 2002-03, 
and it kicked off a run of nine consecutive scudettos for the club, which would be broken by a 
Conte-managed squad.
Making Conte more enticing to United is that he has Premier League experience. He took over 
a Chelsea side that had imploded under Jose Mourinho, finishing 10th in the league. In his first 
season, he won the league and then followed it up with an FA Cup in 2017-18. While his time in 
England was brief, he’s not the first great manager to have a short, yet successful stint at 
Chelsea.
Conte was once again drawn back to Italy, this time to resurrect Inter Milan. Inter had been poor 
in the years following their treble under Jose Mourinho. The best league finish the club had 
managed were a few fourth-place forays. As soon as Conte took over, however, Inter were title 
challengers. In his first season, Inter finished second, one point behind Juventus, and in his
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second season, he won the league by 12 points and ended the dominance that he had started 
at Juventus.
Zidane may not want the Manchester United job, but if Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is to be sacked, 
Antonio Conte has the exact type of track record that United should target.
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US Pauses Delivery of $700 Million in Emergency Economic Aid to Sudan 
By - Nevin Brown

The United States has condemned the actions of the Sudanese Military after they arrested 
civilian government officials and other political leaders Sunday night in a military coup. As a 
result, the US is pausing the delivery of $700 million in aid to the country.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement. "The United States strongly condemns 
the actions of the Sudanese military forces."
He added, "We firmly reject the dissolution of the civilian-led transitional government and its 
associated institutions and call for their immediate restoration."
Ned Price, the US State Department Spokesperson, also delivered a statement on the 
Sudanese military takeover that halted the country's transition to a democratic civilian-led state. 
Price said, "The civilian-led transitional government should be immediately restored. It 
represents the will of the Sudanese people, as evidenced by the significant peaceful 
demonstrations of support on October 21st."
The Sudanese military has arrested civilian government officials and political leaders, including 
Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok. The US in an attempt to coax the military to release all civilian 
government officials, refrain from violence in the event of protests, and restore the civilian-led 
transitional government has decided to pause funds headed to the East African nation. 
According to Price, the US's first response has been to pause "$700 million in emergency 
assistance appropriations of Economic Support Funds for Sudan. Those funds were intended to 
support the country’s democratic transition."
Protesters quickly took to the streets in defiance of the military coup and to show their support 
for the civilian government.
Sudan had been ruled by an interim civilian-military government, called the Sovereign Council, 
since 2019. The military had ousted Omar al-Bashir following months of protest against his rule. 
Sudan had been trending towards a democratic civilian government following al-Bashir's 
ousting.
In recent weeks, negotiations between the military and the civilian-led government had soured 
and mass protests occurred on Thursday, October 21st demanding full civilian rule. Sudan's 
Prime Minister had said that full civilian rule should be in place by November 17th.
The coup appears to be an attempt by the Sudanese military to prevent full civilian rule. It 
remains to be seen if another power-sharing arrangement can be struck.
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China May Have the Edge in the Final Frontier With Its 'Satellite-Crushing' Weapon 
By - Nevin Brown

China's launch of its Shijian 21 satellite into orbit has sparked fears in the US military that 
Beijing has just unveiled a new satellite-crushing weapon.
Chinese officials say the mission is to test technologies that could help neutralise space debris. 
However, the US warns the technology is part of Beijing's plan to achieve superior space attack 
systems.
In 2016, Beijing launched its first official "debris-clearing" satellite, Shijian 17. The craft was 
officially designated as a communication satellite with the mission to observe space debris.
The US military believed that it was equipped with a robotic arm making it capable of attacking 
and bringing down other satellites and orbiting craft.
The head of the US Space Command, General James Dickinson, has written to Congress, 
saying that China's Shijian satellites "could be used in future for grappling other satellites". 
Satellites have become increasingly important to modern military operations, as well as daily 
life. Communication and location systems are all aided by or dependent on satellites. Having the 
ability to knock out another military's satellites is a massive tactical advantage, as it can render 
an opposing force blind.
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Are Manchester United and Antonio Conte a Good Fit?
By - Nevin Brown

Manchester United’s board is reportedly split over Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s future and it’s largely 
down to their split opinion of Antonio Conte. There is little argument that Conte is one of the best 
managers in the world, but being the manager of Manchester United is not just about results.
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer largely landed the United job because of the board’s desire to reset the 
culture of the club. Solskjaer succeeded Jose Mourinho, who had created a toxic environment, 
from the locker room to the board room. While United’s performances under Solskjaer weren’t 
much better than they had been under Mourinho, the former was able to fully expunge the 
animus from the club.
Antonio Conte’s record as a manager is about as sterling as they come. When he said he was a 
“serial winner,” he wasn’t boasting. Since taking over Juventus in 2012-13, he has won 65.4% of 
his games at club level and five domestic league titles in seven seasons. Conte’s personality is 
highly combustible, however, and he has on numerous occasions called out his team’s board.
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While in charge of Juventus he told a reporter. "Well, you cannot go to eat at a €100 restaurant 
with just €10 in your pocket, can you?" In reference to a perceived lack of funds allocated to his 
squad.
While no one wants a hire who will throw them under the bus, United has the cash to keep him 
happy. Personality concerns are likely the reason that Conte has not already been named the 
Manchester United manager, but his tactics and the current squad may also have played a role. 
Throughout his career, Conte has favored a fluid 3-5-2 formation. The formation uses three 
center backs, two wide midfielders - who shift from wingers to wing backs - an industrious 
midfield three, and two strikers. As currently constructed, United may be a few men short in 
certain positions and far too deep in others.
United currently lacks a true right wingback, is a center-back short, and has far more wingers 
than necessary. Cramming United’s current squad into a 3-5-2 could be just as disastrous as 
watching Solskjaer try to make a Scott McTominay and Fred double-pivot work.
Conte’s reputation as being tactically inflexible is somewhat overblown. He opted for two central 
midfielders and lone strikers when the squad required it. He has even toyed with four back sets, 
but the beauty of three center back sets is they’re better at covering up for a defender’s glaring 
weakness. The biggest concern with bringing Conte to United is how Cristiano Ronaldo will fare. 
Conte demands incredible intensity and pressing from his attacking players. Ronaldo, 36, simply 
cannot be relied on to press for 90 minutes. Teams that press successfully have no weak links 
in their chain. There is a possibility that Conte would favor Edison Cavani at striker over 
Ronaldo.
But these concerns are tertiary. Conte built a powerhouse Juventus team and used Andrea Pirlo 
as a deep-lying playmaker. Pirlo, as great as he was, was not a tireless runner. In fact, most of 
the concerns about Conte’s fit at United are more stereotypes than reality.
What makes a manager elite isn’t that they have tactics that no one else has. It’s their ability to 
get players to buy into those tactics and execute. Wherever Conte has gone, he has elevated 
his squad. He turned Victor Moses into an excellent wingback at Chelsea, he got the best out of 
Paul Pogba at Juventus, and he revitalized Romelu Lukaku at Inter.
If Manchester United can stomach Conte’s personality and penchant for speaking his mind, 
they’ll be able to reap his managerial genius. After all, United is United because they were 
“serial winners,” which is the most important thing they share with Conte.
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Manchester United Hierarchy Reportedly Split on Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s Future 
By - Nevin Brown

Manchester United is a team in crisis. The club entered the season with sky-high expectations, 
but a string of poor results has United manager, Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, on the precipice of a 
sudden and dramatic exit.
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Manchester United’s board of directors are reportedly split over whether to sack Ole Gunnar

Old Trafford Has Fallen: Liverpool Desecrate Manchester United on Hallowed Ground 
24 October, 20:28 GMT
According to reports. Solskjaer will manage United against Tottenham over the weekend, but 
that match is the only one he is guaranteed to oversee. It has been suggested that his future will 
be decided by United’s next three fixtures, which will see the club face Tottenham and Atalanta 
on the road before hosting intra-city rival Manchester City.
Adding to the pressure are reports that top players at United have lost faith in Solskjaer’s tactics 
and management, with the slow development of chemistry between Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Mason Greenwood, two of United’s standout performers this season, chief among them.
The club will reportedly use the November international break after United’s match with 
Manchester City as Solskjaer’s effective judgment day. The hope is that United will win all three 
matches and reassert that Solskjaer is the right man for the job. But even three victories could 
see him out of a job if performances do not improve.
Across 13 matches this season, if games ended in the 80th minute, United would have had two 
wins, eight draws, and three losses, instead of the six wins, two draws, and five losses they 
have.
While United have salvaged more results than they have lost in the last ten minutes of matches, 
they have done this facing a relatively easy slate of opponents. Their lone match against a top 
club, Liverpool, ended in a blood bath.
Part of United’s reluctance to pull the trigger on a Solskjaer firing is their board’s split opinion of 
Antonio Conte, who appears to be next in line, if Solskjaer is dismissed. It has been reported 
that in 2018, when United brought Solskjaer in to be a caretaker manager, the hierarchy at 
United identified three preferred managerial candidates in Julian Naglesman, Thomas Tuchel, 
and Mauricio Pochettino.
In the three years since, all three managers have found new homes at Chelsea, Bayern Munich, 
and Paris Saint-Germaine. All three clubs have far better prospects than United, making their 
services nearly impossible to secure. Another hold-up for the club in pursuing Conte is United’s

Solskjaer in the wake of their 5-0 defeat to Liverpool. While the board has currently opted to 
retain Solskjaer, his future appears to be on thin ice.
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commitment to a cultural reset following the highly-toxic departure of Jose Mourinho. Conte is 
known for his fiery intensity, which contrasts with Solskjaer’s more laid-back demeanor.
The United board has been pleased with the culture that Solskjaer has installed at United, even 
if the results have lagged behind. However, it appears that Solskjaer’s vibe alone won’t be 
enough to regain trust. If results don’t turn around, they’ll have no choice but to turn to Conte.
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Congress to Get Tough on Armed Services After 2,000 Military Firearms Stolen During the 
2010s
By - Nevin Brown

A bombshell report from the Associated Press in June of 2021 has spurred Congress to tackle 
systemic problems that led to over 2,000 military firearms being stolen throughout the 2010s. 
According to the AP report, over 2,000 military firearms were stolen from the Army, Marines, and 
Air Force throughout the 2010s, with some being used in violent crimes. In response, members 
of Congress are writing stricter regulations into the National Defense Authorization Act for 
branches of the military to report and prevent the theft of firearms.
Members are expected to negotiate and hash out any differences in their proposed legislation 
before sending the bill to US President Joe Biden.
Top-ranking General Mark Milley, in the wake of the June report, said the Department of 
Defense would look to make a “systemic fix” to stop the proliferation of AWOL firearms.
However, some members of congress are unsure if the Department of Defense will do an 
adequate job.
Democrats on the House Committee on Oversight and Reform wrote to Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin, "We are concerned that DOD has seemingly not yet developed a coherent 
strategy to improve its ability to account for military weapons and equipment."
There is also a lack of trust that the Department of Defense will make the necessary changes. A 
concern raised in the initial AP report noted that some armed services suppressed basic 
information, indicating that the actual number of stolen firearms could be far larger. When 
reporters questioned military officials, they were often given conflicting statements.
The Department of Defense can improve security and tracking measures of military firearms, but 
trusting it to police itself properly could be difficult without additional transparency. Congress has 
proposed inserting tracking devices into military firearms but has met resistance from military 
officials. The technology that makes weapons trackable reportedly doesn’t stop at the battlefield 
and could put military operations at risk.
Lawmakers have requested a progress briefing by November 19th in which spokespersons from 
branches of the military will answer to the House Committee on Oversight and Reform.
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Chicago City Council Prepared to Vote on $31 Million Program to Assist Low-Income
Households
By - Adriana Montes

Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot (D) has proposed a $31 million program that is set to give 5,000 
low-income households $500 per month - making it one of the nation’s largest basic income 
programs following the pandemic.
The one-year pilot program, funded by the $2 billion Chicago received from the Biden 
administration’s American Rescue Plan — is part of Lightfoot’s 2022 budget and is scheduled to 
be considered by the Chicago City Council on Wednesday, according to the Washington Post. 
Despite the pushback it has received from the 20-member Chicago City Council Black Caucus, 
Lightfoot has had to redirect the funds to violence prevention programs.
Lightfoot tied the program to her own childhood memories of hardship while growing up in Ohio, 
using it as a means of motivation.
“I knew what it felt like to live check to check. When you’re in need, every bit of income helps,” 
she wrote in a tweetannouncinq the plan earlier this month.
Critics worry that guaranteed income programs will discourage people from finding jobs and 
drain the labor force.
Michael Faulkender, who teaches finance at the University of Maryland and served as Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury for Economic Policy during the Trump administration said that “there 
are still millions of low-skilled jobs out there, and you have small business owners who can’t find 
workers to join their companies.”
Proposals like the one in Chicago feed the “process of reducing the willingness of people to 
participate in the workforce,” he added.
A 2019 report created by the mayor’s office, however, found inequalities in Chicago significantly 
high. The report indicated that about 18 percent of the population are living below or at the 
poverty level — with nearly half the city’s households not having a basic safety net.
A quarter of households were reported to have more debt than income.
Lightfoot says the effects of poverty are reflected in the current spike in street violence 
throughout the city.
Harish Patel, executive director of Economic Security for Illinois, an advocacy group that helped 
coordinate the report, says the pandemic has made the disparities worse.
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Right-Wing Chilean Newspaper Sparks Outrage After Tribute Article to Hermann Goring 
By - Adriana Montes

Chile's main conservative newspaper has published a tribute to Nazi war criminal Hermann 
Goring, prompting a rebuke from the German Embassy and sparking fury among Jewish 

groups.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/27/2021 9:33:20 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/27/2021 9:33:20 AM

El Mercurio published a full-page illustrated article found in the society section of the paper on 
Sunday, marking the 75th anniversary of Goring's death.
The Gestapo chief - who committed suicide hours before he was due to be executed after his 
Nuremberg trial - was allegedly Hitler's most loyal supporter, known to have played a prominent 
role in organising the Nazi police state in Germany and establishing concentration camps for 
what he deemed as "corrective treatment" for opponents.
The full-page illustrated article detailed the general's career and his love life, speaking only 
briefly of his crimes. It has been accused of serving as an "apology for Nazism" by Chile's 
Jewish community.
Boris Van Der Spek, a journalist and editor-in-chief from Chile Today News, shared a tweet 
Sunday showcasing the full page profile published by El Mercurio with a caption that read: "With 
all but criticism and lots of admiration for the nazi. The Jewish community in Chile, (most) 
presidential candidates, and even the German Embassy in a rare statement strongly condemn 
the piece".
Another writer, Lili Loofbourow, critiqued the article as a "bizarre piece of propaganda" through a 
series of tweets, saying that the article described Goring's wife Emmy as "sweet", "naive", and 
always with him and Hitler such that she was practically a "First lady of the Reich".
"To give you a sense of the tone... apparently they were 'magnificent hosts'", Loofbourow added. 
The German Embassy didn't waste any time speaking out against the published article through 
Twitter.
"It is not customary for the Embassy to publicly comment on newspaper articles. We just want to 
make it very clear: This character, H. Goering committed crimes against humanity and was one 
of the pillars of the Nazi regime".
"That leaves not the slightest room to justify or minimise morally and politically - and much less 
in legal terms - its nefarious role during the Nazi regime and in the Holocaust".
After receiving a letter describing the piece as a "direct affront" to Holocaust victims, the Chilean 
newspaper said it "deeply regretted" that the article on Goring had been interpreted in that way.
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EU Recycled 41% of Plastic Packaging Waste in 2019 - Eurostat

MOSCOW, October 26 (Sputnik) - In 2019, each European Union (EU) resident on average 
produced 76 lbs of plastic packaging waste, 31 lbs of which were recycled, European Statistical 
Office (Eurostat) said on Wednesday.
In 2019, the EU recycled 41% of plastic packaging waste. Nine EU Member States reprocessed 
more than half of the produced plastic packaging waste: Lithuania (70%), Czechia (61%), 
Bulgaria (59%, 2018 data), the Netherlands (57%), Sweden and Slovakia (both 53%), Spain 
(52%), Cyprus (51%) and Slovenia (50%), Eurostat said in a report.
In comparison, less than one-third of plastic packaging waste was recycled in Malta (11%, 2018 
data), France (27%), Ireland (28%), Austria (31%), Poland (32%) and Hungary (33%), the 
agency's figures show.
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During the decade between 2009 and 2019, the amount of produced plastic packaging waste 
for each EU-resident increased by 24% (+15 lbs). The recycling amount of plastic packaging 
waste sharply increased over the same period, by 50% (+10 lbs). Despite the enhancement, the 
amount of unrecycled plastic packaging increased by 4.5 lbs for each EU-resident since 2009 
due to the greater increase in the absolute cost of produced plastic packaging waste.
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Moldova Launches Third Tender for Purchase of 1.5Mln Cubic Meters of Gas - Energocom

CHISINAU, October 26 (Sputnik) - Moldova has announced a third tender for a trial purchase of 
1.5 million cubic meters of gas to maintain pressure in the gas transmission system and analyze 
the possibility of supplying gas to the republic's border, Energocom said on Wednesday.
In October, Moldova held two similar tenders, as a result of which the country signed contracts 
for a trial purchase of 1 million cubic meters of gas both from the Polish company PGNiG and 
the Dutch company Vito I. The fuel cost is kept confidential.
"The National Commission for Exceptional Situations has requested Energocom to purchase 
gas to be supplied to the Moldovan border. Today Energocom invites suppliers to submit a 
proposal for a third tender, the purchase volume will amount to 1.5 million cubic meters," the 
statement published on the Energocom website said.
Moldova decided to purchase fuel in order to assess the possibility of importing gas from 
alternative sources, as well as to balance the low pressure in the gas supply system.
Parallel to this, earlier on Wednesday, the Moldovatransgaz company announced that Ukraine 
and Romania had lent gas to Moldova so that the country could balance the pressure in the gas 
transportation system.
On October 1, Russian energy giant Gazprom extended the contract with Moldova for the 
supply of gas for a month. On October 6, the Moldovagaz company reported that gas 
consumption in Moldova temporarily exceeded the supply of fuel from Russia, with possible 
consequences for electrical supply. On October 22, the country's parliament declared a state of 
emergency in the country due to the energy crisis, so that funds from the budget could be 
quickly allocated for the purchase of additional gas in order to maintain pressure in the gas 
pipeline.
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Taliban-Appointed Top Diplomat, Head of US Mission to Afghanistan Meet in Qatar - Kabul

MOSCOW, October 26 (Sputnik) - Acting Afghan Foreign Minister from the Taliban (a terrorist 
group, banned in Russia) government, Amir Khan Muttaqi, on Wednesday met with the head of
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the US mission to Afghanistan, Ian McCary, in the Qatari capital of Doha, the Afghan Foreign 
Ministry said.
"Today the US mission chief for Afghansitan in Doha, Ian McCary, & 7-member delegation met 
with the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Emirate H.E. Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi,” ministry 
spokesperson, Abdul Qahar Balkhi, tweeted.
The officials discussed Afghan-US ties and a number of other linked issues, he added in a 
follow-up tweet.
The US completed the withdrawal of its forces from Afghanistan in late summer, two weeks after 
the Taliban entered Kabul, and set up an August 31 deadline for the pullout of troops. The 
operation ended the two-decade US military presence in Afghanistan.
Following the Taliban takeover, \Afeshington froze some $9.5 billion in assets belonging to the 
Afghan Central Bank. In mid-September, the Afghan government, formed earlier that month 
under Mohammad Hasan Akhund, said that it was ready to implement all legal measures to gain 
access to Afghanistan’s foreign assets in the US.
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RPT - Ex-Lehman Brothers Exec Predicts 3 More Years of Inflation, Tech Stocks to 'Get 
Crushed'

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - Inflation in the United States is expected to stick around 
for the coming three years as pandemic-induced supply chain disruptions - along with fuel and 
labor shortages - delay economic recovery, former Lehman Brothers executive Lawrence 
McDonald told Sputnik.
The supply chain crisis has caused sharp increases in the prices of fuel, food, consumer goods, 
and commodities. The US Consumer Price Index rose 5.4 percent in the past 12 months - the 
largest annual increase in 13 years.
McDonald served as the vice president of distress debt and convertible securities trading at 
Lehman Brothers, which collapsed during the financial crisis in 2008. However, McDonald said 
the current situation is not like previous crises.
"There are probably ten forces that are making this inflation more sustainable. This time around 
you're not coming out of a financial crisis, you're coming out of a war type situation. Disruptions 
of supply chains, the cost of transportation with oil - those types of things [cause] very 
sustainable inflation," McDonald said. "It’ll be around for the next three years."
To alleviate supply disruptions, the Biden administration ordered the country’s busiest ports to 
operate 24/7 as it pushes new infrastructure proposals. President Joe Biden has also proposed 
new tax plans which come after the US spent trillions on stimulus programs, which some 
economists blame partly for the rising inflation.
McDonald warned that additional federal spending would add more fuel to the sustained 
inflation woes. Social programs, like the child tax credit, could also fan the flames of inflation, he 
added.
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"After Lehman, they were not placing capital into people's bank accounts, that was not 
happening," McDonald said. "This is why inflation is more sustainable. If you're getting checks 
from Uncle Sam [US government], why do you have to go back to work? And that causes wage 
inflation - that means Amazon has to pay more. This is creeping universal basic income."
The pandemic has also caused an oil supply crisis, which has sent crude prices skyrocketing 
from below $49 per barrel at the end of last year to above $80 at present.
McDonald said the energy shock forces two things: an economic slowdown and it forces the 
Federal Reserve to try to react to it on interest rates, and if it is not accommodating enough then 
the NASDAQ stock market index falls 50 percent.
CRYPTOCURRENCY NOT THE SOLUTION
McDonald thinks an economic meltdown in the United States seems unlikely but it is possible 
there will be a crypto bubble that may be on par with the dot-com crash in the late 1990s.
"I don't see it as being as bad as Lehman because the banking system is much, much stronger 
now," McDonald said. "Global recessions are typically tied to banking collapses. I do think that it 
will be like a 1999, dot-com type thing where some of these cryptos and some of these tech 
stocks take ten years to break even."
McDonald said cryptocurrency is not really an investment, but like gambling in Vegas.
"Crypto has wiped out more young kids with all their money," McDonald said. 'They're making 
money now [but] crypto has destroyed people so I'd be very careful here with crypto."
McDonald predicts that investors with tech stocks and bond owners will get "crushed" as the 
world struggles with economic recovery.
As a result, he recommends individuals avoid investing in financial assets and instead put their 
money in hard assets like silver.
"I think silver is in the best investment in the world right now if you're worried about inflation 
because you have the green trade, so your green component, your industrial silver is going to 
be up I think 300 percent in the next decade," McDonald said, adding that uranium would also 
be worth investing in as well.
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Blinken Speaks to Sudan Prime Minister, Welcomes His Release - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a telephone call 
with Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok welcomed his release from custody and urged 
Sudan's military forces to release other political prisoners, State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said in a press release.
"The Secretary welcomed the Prime Minister’s release from custody and reiterated his call on 
Sudanese military forces to release all civilian leaders in detention and to ensure their safety," 
Price said on Tuesday.
Blinken and Hamdok discussed the growing and collective condemnation of the military 
takeover by the international community, Price said.
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Blinken in his call with Sudan's prime minister expressed deep concern over the ongoing 
takeover and emphasized the need for the Sudanese military to refrain from violence against 
protesters, Price said. The US secretary underscored the need for a return to the transition 
civilian government, Price added.
Earlier on Tuesday, the Al Hadath broadcaster reported that Sudanese Prime Minister Abdaila 
Hamdok, who was ousted in the military takeover, was returning home. Hamdok was reportedly 
being held at the home of the Sovereignty Council of Sudan Chairman Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, 
who is also the commander-in-chief of the country's armed forces.
The takeover came as the term of the 11 -member transitional Sovereign Council of Sudan was 
approaching completion. Thereafter, the council was set to transfer power to a civilian 
government.
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Blinken, AU Chief Agree Sudan Must Return to Transitional Gov't Per 2019 Pact - State Dept

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a telephone call 
with African Union President Felix Tshisekedi discussed the military takeover in Sudan and both 
sides agreed on the need for a return to a transitional civilian-led government, State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said in a press release.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken spoke today with Democratic Republic of Congo President 
Felix Tshisekedi about the ongoing military takeover in Sudan," Price said in the release on 
Tuesday. "Given President Tshisekedi’s leadership as President of the African Union, they 
agreed on the need for a return to a civilian-led transitional government in line with the 2019 
Constitutional Declaration brokered by the African Union."
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Blinken Speaks to Sudan Prime Minister, Welcomes His Release - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a telephone call 
with Sudanese Prime Minister Abdaila Hamdok welcomed his release from custody and urged 
Sudan's military forces to release other political prisoners, State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said in a press release.
"The Secretary welcomed the Prime Minister’s release from custody and reiterated his call on 
Sudanese military forces to release all civilian leaders in detention and to ensure their safety," 
Price said on Tuesday.
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US Minimum Tax Should Target Firms With Over $1 Bln in Profits for 3 Years - Senators

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - The minimum corporate tax of 15% in the United States 
should be targeted at US companies that publicly report more than $1 billion in profits annually 
over a three-year period, Democratic Senators Senators Elizabeth Warren, Angus King and Ron 
Wyden said.
"The corporate profits minimum tax would apply to roughly 200 companies that report over $1 
billion in profits,” the senators said in a joint statement on Tuesday.
A detailed reading of the proposed bill on the tax amendment said the $1 billion in profits would 
be for “any applicable 3-taxable year period," the statement said.
The Biden administration has been on a war footing with the biggest US corporations that pay 
little if any corporate taxes by using a loophole allowing them to locate their tax bases in 
countries and territories with zero or low tax rates while maintaining their corporate activities and 
operations in the United States.
At the push of the White House, some 130 countries led by the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development agreed in July to have a global minimum corporate tax of 15%. 
The three senators, however, made clear that their target would be the largest US corporations, 
such as the online retail giant Amazon, and that their plan would still “raise hundreds of billions 
in revenue over ten years.”
"Yes, Amazon, I’m looking at you. We’ve got to get this done,” Warren, one of the three 
proponents of the narrowed-down plan, said via Twitter earlier on Tuesday.
Amazon was singled out in the statement issued by the three senators as an example of a 
major US company that got away by paying little or no taxes despite earning tens of billions of 
dollars.
"Amazon reported $45 billion in profits over the last three years, including a record
$20 billion last year as families struggled through the pandemic,” the statement said. “But the
effective tax rate it paid on those profits was just 4.3% - well below the 21 % corporate tax rate.
In fact, in 2018, Amazon didn’t pay any federal income tax at all. Amazon isn't alone: between 
2008 and 2015, 40% of our biggest companies paid zero or less in federal taxes in at least one 
year, even while they were telling their shareholders they were wildly profitable."
The senators noted that throughout the coronavirus pandemic last year, some 55 companies 
reported a cumulative total of $40 billion in pre-tax income and received a net $3.5 billion back 
from the government in rebates.
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District Attorney Says Criminal Charges Not Ruled Out in Alec Baldwin Shooting - Reports
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WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - Santa Fe County District Attorney Mary 
Carmack-Altwies said that criminal charges may still be filed against actor Alec Baldwin for 
shooting dead cinematographer Halyna Hutchins and wounding movie director Joel Souza on 
the set of the film “Rust,” the New York Times reported,
"We haven’t ruled out anything... Everything at this point, including criminal charges, is on the 
table,” Carmack-Altwies said in an interview over the telephone on Tuesday evening.
Baldwin shot Hutchins and Souza while filming at the Bonanza Creek Ranch near Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, on Friday. Baldwin was rehearsing with a gun he had been told did not contain live 
ammunition when he shot the two, killing Hutchins, the report said.
Affidavits included in applications for search warrants of the set purported that Baldwin used the 
gun to rehearse a scene in which he drew it and pointed it at the camera lens. Baldwin fired the 
gun in the process, shooting Hutchins in the chest and Souza in the shoulder.
The shooting occurred approximately six hours after union workers were replaced with 
non-union workers following complaints of long working hours and prop safety concerns. 
Hutchins was among those advocating for better working conditions for the crew, media 
reported.
Carmack-Altwies said that the investigation is focusing on determining the kind of rounds that 
were in the gun as well as who placed the ammunition in the weapon.
Detectives from the Santa Fe County Sheriffs Office are proceeding with the investigation, 
which involves the methodical collection of ballistics and forensics evidence, the report said. 
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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Wall Street Closes Near Peaks After Hitting Record Highs on 3rd Quarter Earnings

NEW YORK, October 26 (Sputnik) - \Afall Street closed near all-time peaks on Tuesday as 
strong third quarter earnings for US companies and the prospect of better business ahead from 
the loosening of more COVID-19 restrictions sent stocks to record highs earlier in the day.
The three major US equity indices - the Dow Jones Industrial Average, the S&P 500 and the 
Nasdaq Composite - finished just slightly above Monday’s settlement. But their historic peaks 
from earlier in the day reinforced their recent uptrend after brutal plunges in September and 
sheer volatility earlier this month.
October’s uptick in stocks came as American corporations from banking to healthcare, auto, 
technology and entertainment mostly reported blockbuster third quarter earnings.
"This earnings season has been about pricing momentum and whether consumers are able to 
handle surging costs," Ed Moya, analyst at online trading platform OANDA, said. "So far it 
seems the consumer can handle it."
The Dow, a blue-chip index which groups mostly industrial stocks, settled up 0.04% at 35,756 
after a record high at 35,893 earlier.
The S&P 500, which consists of the top 500 US stocks, closed up 0.2% at 4,573. It hit an 
all-time high of 4,598 earlier.
The Nasdaq Composite Index, which lists the marquee names in Big Tech, was up 0.06% at 
15,236 after a peak at 15,384.
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District Attorney Says Criminal Charges Not Ruled Out in Alec Baldwin Shooting - Reports

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - Santa Fe County District Attorney Mary 
Carmack-Altwies said that criminal charges may still be filed against actor Alec Baldwin for 
shooting dead cinematographer Halyna Hutchins and wounding movie director Joel Souza on 
the set of the film “Rust,” the New York Times reported.
"We haven’t ruled out anything... Everything at this point, including criminal charges, is on the 
table,” Carmack-Altwies said in an interview over the telephone on Tuesday evening.
Baldwin shot Hutchins and Souza while filming the movie at the Bonanza Creek Ranch near 
Santa Fe, New Mexico on Friday. The shooting occurred approximately six hours after union 
workers were replaced with non-union workers following complaints of long working hours and 
prop safety concerns.
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US Senate Confirms Ex-Republican Senator to Be Next Ambassador to Turkey

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - The US Senate confirmed former Republican Senator 
Jeffrey Flake's nomination to be the next United States ambassador to Turkey.
The Senate approved Flake's nomination by a voice vote on Tuesday afternoon.
Flake previously served as a senator between 2013 to 2019 and as a Congressman from 2001 
to 2013, during which time he served on the foreign relations committees for both chambers. 
Most recently, Flake worked as a distinguished fellow at Arizona State University and at 
Brigham Young University.
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US Intelligence Unit Seeks \Afey to Detect Radio Signals That Indicate Data Breaches

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - The US government awarded contracts to five firms in a 
multi-year research effort to develop methods to scan the radio frequency spectrum that will 
automatically detect signals associated with attempted hacks, the Intelligence Advanced 
Research Activity (IARPA) said.
"The Securing Compartmented Information with Smart Radio Systems (SCISRS) program will 
elevate the Intelligence Community’s (IC) and the Department of Defense’s (DoD) abilities to 
safeguard information and data that is generated, stored, used, transmitted, and received in
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secure facilities and beyond. Program success will likely require breakthroughs in machine 
learning (ML) and traditional digital signal processing techniques,” lARPAsaid in a press release 
on Tuesday.
The contracts were awarded to A10 Systems; BAE Systems; Expedition Technology; JASR 
Systems; and Northrop Grumman, the release said.
"Our research goal is extremely challenging because we need to scan an enormous frequency 
range and analyze terabytes of data every second - we are looking for the proverbial needles in 
the RF haystack,” SCISRS Program Manager Paul Kolb said in the release. "If we want to 
deploy SCISRS everywhere, we must find a way to run hyper-efficient algorithms on 
modestly-priced hardware.”
IARPA, a unit in the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, invests in high-risk, 
high-payoff research programs for the US intelligence community, according to the release.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) -

SUDAN
* The European Union may end its financial aid to Sudan given the military coup in the country, 
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said in a statement on Tuesday.
* The head of Sudan's Sovereign Council and the military’s commander-in-chief, Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan, said he kept Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok at his own home due to threats against
him.
* Russia is concerned over political tensions in Sudan and hopes the country will overcome the 
crisis soon, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.
* The Sudanese Civil Aviation Authority suspended all flights to and from Khartoum from 
October 26-30, the Khartoum International Airport said.

GAS CRISIS IN EUROPE
* Moldova has signed a contract for a trial purchase of 1 million cubic meters of gas from Dutch 
company Vito I, the government's public property agency said on Tuesday.
* European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen held a phone conversation with 
Moldovan President Maia Sandu, reaffirming the European Union's support for Moldova amid 
the gas supplies crisis.
* The European Union and Moldova will discuss the energy crisis at a high-level bilateral 
meeting on Thursday, European Commission spokesman Peter Stano said, reaffirming the 
bloc's commitment to provide both technical and financial assistance.
* Moscow’s position in gas talks with Chisinau is verified and justified, as well as favorable in 
terms of price for the Moldovan side, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

POLITICAL TRANSITION IN GERMANY
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* German President Frank-V\Mer Steinmeier asked Angela Merkel to continue her activities of 
the chancellor until a successor is appointed, the presidential office said on Tuesday.
* Steinmeier handed the outgoing chancellor a notice about the end of her term.

ROSCOSMOS, NASA
* Russia will transfer part of the federal launches to the Kourou spaceport in French Guiana, 
Roscosmos CEO Dmitry Rogozin said on Tuesday.
* US astronauts will continue flights on Russian spacecraft Soyuz, and in exchange Russian 
cosmonauts will fly on US spacecraft, Rogozin said.
* Egypt is not considering a US spacecraft for sending its first astronaut to the International 
Space Station and is only conducting negotiations with Russia’s Roscosmos, Dr. Mohamed 
El-Koosy, the CEO of the Egyptian Space Agency, told Sputnik.
* Egypt is satisfied with the operation of the Egyptsat-2 satellite, created by Russia's Energia 
corporation and the Egyptian National Authority for Remote Sensing and Space Sciences, and 
will discuss creation of new satellites with the Russian State Space Agency Roscosmos, 
El-Koosy told Sputnik.

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* Russia calls on Germany and France to assess Ukraine’s threats to Moscow, Maria 
Zakharova, the Russian Foreign Ministry’s spokeswoman, said on Tuesday.
* The Ukrainian military has made an attempt to seize the Staromarievka settlement located on 
the line of contact in Donbas, the foreign minister of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People's 
Republic, Natalia Nikonorova, said.
* The Ukrainian military on Tuesday denied media reports about the capture of the 
Staromarievka settlement in Donbas, the press office of the joint forces’ operational 
headquarters said.

DUTCH COURT DECISION OVER SCYTHIAN GOLD
* The Allard Pierson archaeological museum in Amsterdam has to hand over the Scythian gold 
collection to Ukraine until the situation in Crimea stabilizes, the Amsterdam Court of Appeal 
ruled on Tuesday.
* The Scythian gold collection that is set to be transferred to Ukraine as per the Amsterdam 
Court of Appeal's verdict will remain in the Netherlands for at least 3 months, Rob Meyer, the 
lawyer of Crimean museums, said.
* The ruling of the Amsterdam Court of Appeal, which qualified the Scythian gold as Ukrainian 
property, is politicized and runs counter to international regulations related to museum affairs, 
Crimean Culture Minister Arina Novoselskaya told Sputnik.
* The Scythian gold may be stored in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine Prime Minister 
Denys Shmyhal said.
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Ex-Lehman Brothers Exec Predicts 3 More Years of Inflation, Tech Stocks to 'Get Crushed'

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - Inflation in the United States is expected to stick around 
for the coming three years as pandemic-induced supply chain disruptions - along with fuel and 
labor shortages - delay economic recovery, former Lehman Brothers executive Lawrence 
McDonald told Sputnik.
The supply chain crisis has caused sharp increases in the prices of fuel, food, consumer goods, 
and commodities. The US Consumer Price Index rose 5.4 percent in the past 12 months - the 
largest annual increase in 13 years.
McDonald served as the vice president of distress debt and convertible securities trading at 
Lehman Brothers, which collapsed during the financial crisis in 2008. However, McDonald said 
the current situation is not like previous crises.
"There are probably ten forces that are making this inflation more sustainable. This time around 
you're not coming out of a financial crisis, you're coming out of a war type situation. Disruptions 
of supply chains, the cost of transportation with oil - those types of things [cause] very 
sustainable inflation," McDonald said. "It’ll be around for the next three years."
To alleviate supply disruptions, the Biden administration ordered the country’s busiest ports to 
operate 24/7 as it pushes new infrastructure proposals. President Joe Biden has also proposed 
new tax plans which come after the US spent trillions on stimulus programs, which some 
economists blame partly for the rising inflation.
McDonald warned that additional federal spending would add more fuel to the sustained 
inflation woes. Social programs, like the child tax credit, could also fan the flames of inflation, he 
added.
"After Lehman, they were not placing capital into people's bank accounts, that was not 
happening," McDonald said. "This is why inflation is more sustainable. If you're getting checks 
from Uncle Sam [US government], why do you have to go back to work? And that causes wage 
inflation - that means Amazon has to pay more. This is creeping universal basic income."
The pandemic has also caused an oil supply crisis, which has sent crude prices skyrocketing 
from below $49 per barrel at the end of last year to above $80 at present.
McDonald said the energy shock forces two things: an economic slowdown and it forces the 
Federal Reserve to try to react to it on interest rates, and if it is not accommodating enough then 
the NASDAQ stock market index falls 50 percent.
CRYPTOCURRENCY NOT THE SOLUTION
McDonald thinks an economic meltdown in the United States seems unlikely but it is possible 
there will be a crypto bubble that may be on par with the dot-com crash in the late 1990s.
"I don't see it as being as bad as Lehman because the banking system is much, much stronger 
now," McDonald said. "Global recessions are typically tied to banking collapses. I do think that it 
will be like a 1999, dot-com type thing where some of these cryptos and some of these tech 
stocks take ten years to break even."
McDonald said cryptocurrency is not really an investment, but like gambling in Vegas.
"Crypto has wiped out more young kids with all their money," McDonald said. "They're making 
money now [but] crypto has destroyed people so I'd be very careful here with crypto."
McDonald predicts that investors with tech stocks and bond owners will get "crushed" as the 
world struggles with economic recovery.
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As a result, he recommends individuals avoid investing in financial assets and instead put their 
money in hard assets like silver.
"I think silver is in the best investment in the world right now if you're worried about inflation 
because you have the green trade, so your green component, your industrial silver is going to 
be up I think 300 percent in the next decade," McDonald said, adding that uranium would also 
be worth investing in as well.
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Blue Origin Considering UAE as Potential Location for Tourism Spaceport - Reports

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - Blue Origin, the space flight and advanced technology 
company founded by Amazon.com magnate Jeff Bezos, is considering setting up a tourism 
spaceport in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), one of the firm's senior executives said in an 
interview on Tuesday.
Blue Origin has already sent eight people into space on its New Shepard suborbital launch 
program from its launch site in El Paso, Texas, and the UAE was an obvious choice for a larger 
space port for the company, senior vice president in charge of advanced development programs 
Brent Sherwood told the UAE newspaper The National.
Blue Origin wants to expand its launching facilities for more manned flights and was already 
looking at other locations around the world for them, the UAE’s desert as a possible location for 
a spaceport for tourists, Sherwood said in an interview in Dubai during the International 
Astronautical Congress being held there.
Sherwood told The National that he found the desert area around Dubai very promising as a 
potential site for one of the company's new space launch centers.
On October 13, actor William Shatner became the oldest human being at age 90 ever to fly in 
space when he took a suborbital trip on the second New Shepard mission.
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US in Contact With Sudan’s Neighbors to Ensure Stability in Region - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - The United States is in contact with Sudan's neighboring 
countries to encourage a collective response to facilitate the restoration of the transition civilian 
government following the military takeover in the country, State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said on Tuesday.
"We are speaking with partners, with allies around the world, including Sudan's neighbors to 
establish a common position to do all we can to see to it that Democracy is restored in Sudan," 
Price said during a press briefing.
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Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Special Envoy for the Horn of Africa Jeffrey Felt man, 
Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Molly Phee and other Biden administration 
officials have been in constant contact with their counterparts to discuss concerns about the 
military takeover in Sudan, Price said.
Earlier on Tuesday, the Al Hadath broadcaster reported that Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla 
Hamdok, who was ousted in the military takeover, was returning home. Hamdok was reportedly 
been held at the home of the Sovereignty Council of Sudan Chairman Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, 
who is also the commander-in-chief of the country's armed forces.
The Sudanese military detained Hamdok and several other government officials. Speaking on 
state television, al-Burhan, declared a state of emergency in the country, the dissolution of the 
council and the government of the country.
The takeover came as the term of the 11 -member transitional Sovereign Council of Sudan was 
approaching completion. Thereafter, the council was set to transfer power to a civilian 
government.
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Biden to Allocate $102Mln to Expand US-ASEAN Partnership - White House

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden intends to allocate $102 million 
to widen the partnership between the United States and the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), including support to fight the COVID-19 pandemic and promote a free 
Indo-Pacific, the White House said on Tuesday.
"The President [Biden] announced the intent to provide up to $102 million in new initiatives to 
expand the US-ASEAN Strategic Partnership to support the region’s recovery from COVI D-19, 
address the climate crisis, promote economic growth and develop human capital,” the White 
House said in a press release.
During a meeting with the ASEAN leaders, Biden underscored the United States’ commitment to 
working with its allies and partners to defend against threats to the international rules-based 
order and to promote a free and open Indo-Pacific.
Biden expressed grave concern over the situation in Myanmar and called upon the country’s 
military to end the violence in the country and release those who have been detained following 
the protests. The US president said he also supported the ASEAN initiative to hold the Myanmar 
military leaders accountable, the release said.
Earlier in October, ASEAN foreign ministers decided to exclude Myanmar's army chief Min Aung 
Hlaing from participation in the summit in response to the military government’s alleged 
unwillingness to engage with the regional bloc in order to resolve the ongoing political and 
humanitarian crisis in the country, the release added.
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US Mulls Banning Ransomware Payment to Root Out Cyber-Extortion - Senator

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration may ban ransomware payment 
by US companies to ensure they work with the government in discouraging and acting against 
cyber-extortion, Senate Homeland Security Committee Chairman Gary Peters said on Tuesday. 
"It's a possibility that we ban and I’m not closing the door on that," Peters said during a 
iive-streamed discussion on ransomware hosted by the Washington Post. "Hopefully we get to 
the point where companies realize that there are other alternatives for them as part of the 
response."
The alternatives included working with government entities such the Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) to report cyber-extortion cases as soon as they happen, 
Peters said.
"We have to right now be focused on working with companies to understand that there are 
alternatives to paying a ransom, particularly if they get assistance from the federal government 
and look at the federal government as a partner," he said.
Peters pointed out that the $100 million Cyber Response and Recovery Fund, included in the 
bipartisan infrastructure bill passed by the Senate over the summer, was a step toward 
discouraging companies from making ransomware payments.
"They have to look at the federal government as a partner... when it comes to dealing with 
these kinds of crises," he said. "They should report early to CISAand they should view that as 
not just another box to check, ‘that I have to report to the government', but that it’s actually 
something substantive in terms of help."
The FBI has recommended that US companies do not pay ransom to criminals who hack their 
computer networks despite there not being a law that prevents private entities from doing so. 
Hackers behind the 2020 SolarWinds computer network affecting hundreds of corporations and 
government agencies were reported lately to have stepped up their efforts to compromise US 
institutions.
Tom Burt, corporate vice president for customer security and trust at Microsoft published a blog 
post Monday that those responsible for the SolarWinds hack attacked 609 of its customers more 
than 22,000 times between July 1 and October 19 - more than in the previous three years 
combined.
One of the most disruptive computer hacks on US businesses has been this year’s ransomware 
act against Colonial Pipeline, which disrupted fuel deliveries across the Eastern United States in 
May. Colonial paid nearly $5 million in bitcoin to the hackers, and US law enforcement agencies 
later said they recovered almost half - or $2.3 million - of the amount.
In June, US President Joe Biden met with Russian President Vladimir Putin to request Moscow 
to crack down on cybercrime originating within its borders, naming 16 "critical infrastructure" US 
sectors from energy to water systems that should be "off-limits" to ransomware attacks.
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Over 678,000 Displaced Afghans Exposed to Harsh Conditions Ahead of Winter - UN

UNITED NATIONS, October 26 (Sputnik) - More than 678,000 people who have been displaced 
in Afghanistan since the beginning of the year are now at high risk as the harsh winter season 
approaches, United Nations spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said on Tuesday,
"This year, more than 678,000 people have been displaced and are at high risk of exposure due 
to the harsh winter conditions," Dujarric said during a press briefing.
While a sum of $1.2 billion was pledged by donors at the September summit in Geneva, only 
$286 million have been received dispersed so far, representing an even smaller number than 
the $606 million the United Nations urgently appealed for after the Taliban’s (banned in Russia) 
took over Afghanistan in August.
"We call again on member states to allow for the swift and unfettered movement of humanitarian 
supplies and personnel in and out of Afghanistan, and to provide humanitarian financial 
exemptions to allow funds to reach aid organizations in the country," Dujarric said.
World Food Program Representative and Country Director in Afghanistan Mary-Ellen McGroarty 
compared the humanitarian situation in the country as a tsunami of destitution, suffering and 
hunger as 19 million people - almost half of the entire population - face acute existential 
insecurity,
McGroarty saidthis number will only increase in the weeks ahead to likely reach 23 million 
people who will face a winter "absolute horror and suffering."
"We understand the concerns of the international community around rights issues around 
political inclusivity," McGroarty said during the press briefing while referring to the reluctance of 
international donors.
However, countries need to separate the political discussion from the humanitarian imperative 
and give a helping hand to the people of Afghanistan, she added.
Since the Taliban takeover in mid-August, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 
have suspended financial aid to the new Afghan government, which previously accounted for 
nearly 75% of Afghanistan's public expenditure, while the United States has frozen billions of 
dollars in assets belonging to the Afghan Central Bank.
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US, International Partners Arrest 150 People for Darknet Opioid Trafficking- Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - The US Department of Justice issued a release on 
Tuesday saying it partnered with international law enforcement agencies in an operation that 
resulted in the arrest of 150 people alleged to have been engaged in opioid trafficking through 
the Darknet.
"Today, the Department of Justice, through the Joint Criminal Opioid and Darknet Enforcement 
(JCODE) team joined Europol to announce the results of Operation Dark HunTor, a coordinated 
international effort on three continents to disrupt opioid trafficking on the Darknet," the statement 
said.
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The Justice Department explained the undertaken actions have resulted in the arrest of 150 
alleged drug traffickers and other criminals who engaged in tens of thousands of sales of illicit 
goods and services across Australia, Bulgaria, France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States.
The operation has so far resulted in 65 arrests in the United States, 47 in Germany, 24 in the 
United Kingdom and a number more in other countries, including some still under active 
investigation, the release said.
Law enforcement seized more than $31.6 million in cash and virtual currencies as well as 234 
kilograms of narcotics and 45 firearms as a result of the operation, the release added 
"This ten-month massive international law enforcement operation spanned across three 
continents and involved dozens of US and international law enforcement agencies to send one 
clear message to those hiding on the Darknet peddling illegal drugs: there is no dark internet. 
We can and we will shine a light," US Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said in the release.
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US Consumer Confidence Up in October Reversing 3-Month Dip - Conference Board

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - US consumer confidence rose in October from a 
three-month decline as buyers remained focused on house and car purchases and even 
vacation plans despite inflation being at its highest since 2008, The Conference Board said on 
Tuesday.
"Consumer confidence improved in October, reversing a three-month downward trend as 
concerns about the spread of the Delta variant eased," The Conference Board Senior Director 
of Economic Indicators Lynn Franco said. "While short-term inflation concerns rose to a 13-year 
high, the impact on confidence was muted.”
The US economy grew by an annualized rate of 6.7 percent in the second quarter of 2021, after 
a 3.5 percent contraction for all of 2020 due to shutdowns and other disruptions caused by the 
measures implemented to battle the coronavirus pandemic.
The Federal Reserve has targeted a 6.5 percent growth for all of 2021, although some officials 
at the central bank have more ambitious expectations, forecasting growth of up to 7.0 percent. 
The challenge for the Federal reserve is that inflation is growing at its fastest pace since 2008 
as prices have soared from the lows of the pandemic.
Franco said current consumer trends at least showed that Americans were taking worries about 
inflation in their stride.
“While short-term inflation concerns rose to a 13-year high, the impact on confidence was 
muted,” she said. “The proportion of consumers planning to purchase homes, automobiles, and 
major appliances all increased in October-a sign that consumer spending will continue to 
support economic growth through the final months of 2021.”
Franco said 48% of the respondents to the Conference Board’s survey on October consumer 
confidence said they even intend to take a vacation within the next six months. That was the
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highest level of its kind since February 2020, a reflection of the ongoing resurgence in 
consumers' willingness to travel and spend on in-person services, she added.
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UN Chief Urges World Leaders to Act, Make Turning Point to Greener Future Ahead of COP26

UNITED NATIONS, October 26 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday 
called on world leaders to accelerate their actions toward the goal of turning to a greener future 
ahead of the 2021 UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) this week in Glasgow, Scotland. 
"Less than one week before COP26 in Glasgow, we are still on track for climate catastrophe 
even with the last announcements that were made," Guterres said during a press conference. 
"The emissions gap is the result of a leadership gap. But leaders can still make this a turning 
point to a greener future instead of a tipping point to climate catastrophe. The era of half 
measures and hollow promises must end. The time for closing the leadership gap must begin in 
Glasgow."
Guterres warned that with the present Nationally Determined Contributions and other 
commitments from world leaders, the planet is still on track for a "catastrophic" rise of global 
temperature of around 2.7 degrees Celsius.
"Even if the announcements of the last few days will materialize, we would still be on track to 
clearly more than 2 degrees Celsius," Guterres said.
The leaders need to come to COP26 with bold and time-bound plans to reach net-zero, 
decarbonize every sector of the economy and end all coal investment, Guterres added.
The UN chief called on countries to develop plans that would help end subsidies for fossil fuels, 
put a price on carbon and provide at least $100 billion each year to developing countries for 
climate-related funds.
Guterres also urged donors and development banks to channel at least 50% of their climate 
support toward adaptation and resilience.
The COP26 is set to take place from October 31 to November 12 in Glasgow. The climate 
summit will be attended by representatives of around 200 countries, including world leaders.
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US New Home Sales Up 14% in September Despite Record Prices - Commerce Dept.

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - Sales of new single-family houses in the United States 
increased by 14% September as buyers tried to beat a potential hike in interest and mortgage 
borrowing rates despite record high home prices, the US Commerce Department said on 
Tuesday.
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"Sales of new single-family houses in September 2021 were at a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 800,000," the Commerce Department said in a statement. "This is 14 percent above the 
revised August rate of 702,000."
Earlier in the day, the S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller US National Home Price Index said its 
20-city indicator showed a 19.7% year-over-year gain in August, barely changed from the 20.0% 
reading in the previous month.
The median selling price for existing-homes in the United States rose 17.8% in July from a year 
earlier to hit a record high of $359,900, according to the National Association of Realtors.
The Commerce Department noted, however, that demand for single-family homes were down 
17.6% from September 2020, indicating that affordability remained a factor for some buyers 
despite concerns about an impending hike in interest rates and possibly mortgage rates. 
Economists polled by US media had anticipated sales of 760,000 new single-family homes in 
September.
"The mini buyers' strike in US housing is likely over," economist Adam Button said in a post on 
ForexLive, referring to last month's demand spike despite prices being where they were.
Dire housing shortages in the United States since the financial crisis of 2007-2008 and last 
year’s coronavirus outbreak have sent home prices to record highs.
Despite the grossly inflated market and a huge mismatch of demand versus supply, many 
buyers remain hopeful of locking in before the Federal Reserve raises interest rates sometime 
next year in what would be its first hike since the coronavirus outbreak in March 2020.
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US Can Have Constructive Talks With Russia, China on Aid to Afghans at G20 - White House

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - The United States can have constructive talks with 
Russia and China at the upcoming G20 meeting on the issue of providing aid to the Afghan 
people, but such talks will be more difficult without Presidents Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin in 
attendance, White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said on Tuesday.
"I think the characterization on Russia and China, I would take a little bit of issue with that. I 
think that we can have constructive conversations with both of them, it would be more difficult to 
do in this circumstance because neither Xi nor Putin will be there, but there will be other formats 
in which we will be able to engage the Russians and Chinese on [aid to Afghanistan], including 
through various regional meetings where they have representatives,” Sullivan said during a 
press briefing.
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US, China Presidents to Have Opportunity for Virtual Meeting Before Year End - White House
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WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will have a chance to hold a virtual meeting before the end of 2021, National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan told reporters on Tuesday.
"I was in Zurich just a couple of weeks ago meeting with Politburo member Yang Jiechi, who is 
responsible for foreign policy and national security policy for China. He and I agreed that the two 
presidents will have the opportunity to have a virtual meeting before the end of the year," 
Sullivan said during a press briefing.
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Biden Urges Myanmar Military to End Violence Right Away, Release Unjustly Detained Persons

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden has urged the Myanmar military 
to immediately end its campaign of violence, release all individuals it has unjustly detained and 
restore the path to democracy, the White House said on Tuesday.
"[Biden] expressed grave concerns about the military coup and horrific violence in Burma 
[Myanmar] and called on the country's military regime to immediately end the violence, release 
those unjustly detained, and restore Burma’s path to democracy. He expressed support for 
ASEAN efforts to hold the Burmese military regime accountable to the Five Point Consensus," 
the White House said in a statement.
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US Stocks Hit Record Highs Across the Board Tuesday Morning on Strong 3rd Quarter 
Earnings

NEW YORK, October 26 (Sputnik) - \Afell Street hit record highs at Tuesday’s opening as strong 
third quarter earnings for US companies and the prospect of better business ahead from the 
loosening of more COVID-19 restrictions sent stocks rallying across the board.
The three major US equity indices - Dow Jones Industrial Average, S&P 500 and Nasdaq 
Composite - hit all-time highs on Tuesday morning, reinforcing their recent uptrend after brutal 
plunges in September and sheer volatility earlier this month.
Equity analysts said strong earnings from Big Tech companies are expected to bolster the 
market further by Wednesday’s close.
"In all likelihood, it will be the Q3 results from Apple, Alphabet and Twitter that will drive 
directional volatility on Wall Street," Jeffrey Halley, head of research for Asia at online trading 
platform OANDA, said.
The Dow, a blue-chip index which groups mostly industrial stocks, was up 0.3% at 35,839 by 
10:00 a.m. ET (14:00 GMT) after a record high of 35,791 earlier.
The S&P 500, which consists of the top 500 US stocks, was up 0.5% at 4,587. It hit an all-time 
high of 4,581 earlier.
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Blinken Urges UN Members to Join US in Supporting Taiwan’s Participation in UN System

WASHINGTON, October 26 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Tuesday urged 
all UN member states to join the United States in supporting Taiwan’s participation throughout 
the United Nations system in line the "One China" policy.
"We encourage all UN member states to join us in supporting Taiwan's robust, meaningful 
participation throughout the UN system and in the international community, consistent with our 
'one China' policy," Blinken said. "Taiwan’s exclusion undermines the important work of the 
United Nations and its related bodies."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN Chief Condemns Military Coup in Sudan, Urges Immediate Release of Prime Minister

UNITED NATIONS, October 26 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday 
reiterated his call on the Sudanese military leadership to immediately release Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok and condemned the forceful takeover of power in Sudan.
"I once again strongly condemned the forceful military takeover of power in Sudan, and I urge, 
of course, all stakeholders to exercise maximum restraint," Guterres said in a press briefing. 
"The Prime Minister and other officials that were unlawfully detained must be released 
immediately."

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/27/2021 9:33:20 AM


