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Sudanese PM Hamdok Resigns Months After Ouster, Deal With Military Junta 
By - Evan Craighead

In November 2021, ousted Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok regained power via an 
agreement with the coup leader, General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, a former chairman of the 
Sovereignty Council of Sudan. Despite the power agreement, deadly protests and widespread 
criticism of Hamdok's government have yet to die down.
After weeks of reports on his impending resignation, Sudanese PM Hamdok officially 
announced on Sunday he would be stepping down as head of state.
"I announce my resignation from the post of prime minister," Hamdok said during a televised 
Sunday evening address. "I leave this position to other sons and daughters of my homeland, so 
that they can continue to govern the dear homeland and live out with it what remains of the 
transitional period toward a civil, democratic state."
The ex-leader declared that a solution to the political unrest between the public, government, 
and military can only be solved "through dialogue at a round table that includes all parties." 
Demonstrators have argued that the transition to free elections should be free of military 
intervention, while Gen. Burhan has argued that the continued demonstrations are draining the 
country and impeding the efforts to achieve a political solution.
"The only way to rule is by popular mandate through elections," Burhan said during the live 
broadcast.
Hours after Hamdok's announcement the US issued its first reaction to the development through 
its Bureau of African Affairs, tweeting late Sunday that next prime minister and cabinet "should 
be appointed in line with the constitutional declaration to meet the people’s goals of freedom, 
peace, and justice."
It added that the Biden adminstration stands with the Sudanese peoples "push for democracy," 
before calling for the end of violence against protesters.
Hamdok's resignation comes in the wake of dozens of demonstration-related deaths, including 
the recent killings of two anti-coup protesters in Omdurman. Sudan's most populous state.
The Central Committee of Sudanese Doctors (CCSD) detailed on Sunday that one of the 
demonstrators was killed by a gunshot wound in the chest, while the second victim was found to 
have a "severe head wound."
The newly-confirmed deaths occurred alongside the 12th round of major protests, which were 
met with roadblocks erected by authorities and tear gas fired into the crowds by security forces. 
Three days prior, six people were killed and hundreds more were injured in nationwide 
demonstrations against the government and military rule.
While Hamdok had previously hailed his 14-point agreement with the military as a means to 
spare the "blood of the Sudanese" and effectively preserve the nation's economic gains, 
protesters widely pushed back against the claims. British-Sudanese journalist Ahmed Kaballo
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previously told Sputnik that the agreement was a "betrayal of everything people gave their lives 
for in the streets."
At least 56 individuals have been killed since the October 25 military coup led by Burhan, 
according to the CCSD. Among the hundreds injured are several women who were reported to 
have been sexually abused alongside the violent clashes.
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Cheney: Trump 'Clearly Unfit' for Office, Cannot Be Trusted After Dereliction of Duties on Jan 6 
By - Evan Craighead

Rep. Liz Cheney (R-WY), one of two Republicans serving on the nine-member US House Select 
Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol, has faced 
extreme criticism from the pro-Trump GOP, and even members of her home state, after voting in 
favor of impeaching 45 for his actions leading up to the deadly insurrection.
Despite deeply political intra-party pushback, Rep. Cheney's public criticism of former US 
President Donald Trump remained unchanged during her Sunday appearance on ABC's "This 
Week."
"He crossed lines no American president has ever crossed before," Cheney told George 
Stephanopoulos, agreeing with former Secretary of State Hillarv Clinton's assertion that the 
reelection of Trump, or someone "of his ilk," could upend US democracy and the nation's status 
as a republic.
The US Republican representative from Wyoming asserted that Americans must be made 
aware of Trump's dereliction of duties on January 6, 2021.
"As he was sitting there in the dining room next to the Oval Office, members of his staff were 
pleading with him to go on television, to tell people to stop," Cheney said of the former US 
president. "We know [House Minority] Leader McCarthy was pleading with him."
"We have firsthand testimony that his daughter, Ivanka, went in at least twice to ask him to 
please stop this violence," noted Cheney.
"Any man who would not do so; any man who would provoke a violent assault on the Capitol to 
stop the counting of Electoral [College] votes; any man who would watch television as police 
officers were being beaten as his supporters were invading the Capitol of the United States is 
clearly unfit for future office," Cheney added.
Cheney's media appearance comes alongside the active House Select Committee probe led by 
Rep. Bennie Thompson (D-MS), and nearly a year after the deadly riot in Washington, DC. 
Cheney and Rep. Adam Kinzinger, another Conservative member of the GOP, are the only 
Republicans on the 9-member panel. Their involvement has resulted in extreme pushback from 
political heavyweights in the GOP.

It is worth noting that House Speaker Nancy Pelosi provided McCarthy with an opportunity to 
select up to five members to appear on the board, but rescinded all five of his proposed
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appointees after the speaker rejected the submissions of Reps. Jim Jordan (R-OH) and Jim 
Banks (R-ID).
Cheney has faced formal rebukes in her own GOP-controlled state, including a Wyoming 
Republican Party decision in November to no longer recognize her as a Republican, despite 
being the state's representation in the US House. The move followed a 31-29 vote by the state 
party's GOP-controlled central committee.
It is unlikely that the intra-party struggle between pro-Trump and conservative Republicans will 
simmer anytime soon, as the House Select Committee is presently gearing up to release 
information gathered during the ongoing probe. Upcoming televised hearings, according to 
some, will likely reignite public conservation on the deadly insurrection and its fallout. 
International
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US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin Tests Positive for COVID-19 
By - Evan Craighead

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin confirmed in a Sunday memo that he has tested positive 
for COVID-19 after a test was administered at his request.
Austin announced on January 2 that, despite testing positive for the contagious disease, he 
intends to virtually attend "key meetings and discussions" that are necessary "to inform my 
situational awareness and decision making."
"My symptoms are mild, and I am following my physician’s directions," said the head of the US 
Department of Defense. "In keeping with those directions, and in accordance with CDC 
guidelines, I will quarantine myself at home for the next five days."
His diagnosis comes alongside the spread of the omicron variant of COVID-19 in the US.
While the newer variant has been characterized as a milder form of the disease than its delta 
counterpart, the latter strain is still prevalent in the US, according to the recent data from the US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Previous estimates overestimated the 
number of omicron variant cases across the country.
Kathleen Hicks, the US deputy secretary of defense, has been tapped to represent Austin, if 
needed.
The defense secretary noted that December 21, 2021, was his last meeting with US President 
Joe Biden, who is 79 years old and has received a COVID-19 vaccine booster jab.
"As my doctor made clear to me, my fully vaccinated status — and the booster I received in 
early October — have rendered the infection much more mild than it would otherwise have 
been," Austin said. "And I am grateful for that."
Austin noted the effectiveness of US COVID-19 vaccines, highlighting that the Pentagon intends 
to uphold the military medical requirement mandating that all US service members be 
vaccinated against the highly-contagious disease.
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Hackers Strike Israeli Outlets Jerusalem Post, Maariv Online on Anniversary of Soleimani Killing 
By - Gaby Arancibia
January 3 marks the second anniversary of the assassination of Iranian Maj. Gen. Qasem 
Soleimani and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the head of the Shiita militia Kata’ib Hezbollah and 
deputy commander of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization Forces. Both officials were killed by a Hellfire 
R9X missile deployed by a US-launched MQ-9 Reaper drone.
Israeli media outlets Maariv Online and The Jerusalem Post were hit with a cyberattack early 
Monday, which marks the second anniversary of the killings of prominent regional figures Gen. 
Qasem Soleimani and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis.
Reports of the hack began trickling in online just after midnight in Israel, with social media posts 
first indicating that the Maariv Online had had its Twitter account compromised. Initially, it 
appeared that three posts had been shared on the account, two of which included images of an 
explosion and a third including depictions of Soleimani and al-Muhandis.
The image depicting an explosion appears to be an altered photo pulled from earlier video 
footage that appeared to show an Iranian strike against a mock-up of Israel’s Dimona nuclear 
facility.
Unlike the original video content, the photo depicts a projectile being ejected from a ring being 
worn by an unidentified figure. Alongside the depiction is a phrase that reads: “We are close to 
you where you don’t think about it.”
Speculation suggests that figure in the photo is meant to be Soleimani, as the ring shown is 
similar to one worn by him.
The strike against Maariv Online did not affect the outlet’s homepage, but the same could not be 
said for fellow Israeli outlet The Jerusalem Post.
As reports emerged of the hacking of Maariv Online, the Post’s website appeared to have 
troubles loading content before eventually giving users a 404 error message. Moments 
afterward, the same explosive image that first made an appearance on Maariv Online took 
centerstage on the Post’s homepage.
While Maariv Online has not tweeted a statement on the events, The Jerusalem Post tweeted 
they were aware of the situation.
“We are aware of the apparent hacking of our website, alongside a direct threat of Israel,” reads 
their tweet. “We are working to resolve the issue & thank readers for your patience and 
understanding. For now, you can continue reading us on our app.”
The culprit behind the hacking has not been identified.
The tweets have since been deleted from Maariv Online's Twitter account. As for The Jerusalem 
Post, their front page remained inaccessible for about two hours before the site's homepage 
was successfully returned.
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Two Remain Missing in Colorado Fire That Ravaged Thousands of Acres, Destroyed Hundreds
of Homes
By - Nevin Brown

The wildfire that erupted on Thursday ravaged areas of Superior, Louisville, and Boulder 
counties in Colorado, destroying some 6,000 acres and 991 structures, and damaging another 
127, according to preliminary reports from the Boulder County Sheriff’s Office.
Colorado's Boulder County Sheriff’s Office announced at a Sunday conference that one of the 
three individuals who had initially been declared missing has been found, with officials still on 
the search for the two others. No deaths have been reported.
The two missing individuals are feared to be dead, as the unnamed missing persons lived in 
homes that were destroyed. Search dogs, trained in finding human remains, are searching the 
burned buildings.
The fire - the most destructive in the state’s history - was aided by a combination of 
environmental factors, including a drought, unseasonably warm weather, and record-high winds. 
High sustained winds, with 110-mph gusts were recorded, creating a perfect environment for the 
fire to spread; however, what initially caused the fire remains unknown.
While it was first believed that the fire started due to downed power lines caused by the extreme 
wind, Xcel Energy denied the claim, asserting that it did not find any downed power lines in the 
ignition area. The power company suggested also that downed communication lines were 
mistakenly identified as power lines.
Police have not ruled out arson or negligence for the cause of the fire, and have said they will 
hold any responsible parties accountable. The Boulder County Sheriff’s Office executed a 
search warrant on a property in connection to the fire on Saturday, but no charges were filed.
A video of a burning shed off of Colorado Highway 93 has gotten the attention of the authorities 
as a possible source of the fire.
The shed is on the property of Twelve Tribes, a Christian religious sect with a small community 
in Boulder, Colorado, and additional communities reportedly spread around the globe.
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US Capitol Police Face Staffing Shortage Amid Looming Anniversary of January 6 Attack 
By - Nevin Brown

United States Capitol Police (USCP) Chief J. Thomas Manger, in an interview with Trace 
Gallagher on Fox News Sunday, said the service is nearly “400 officers short of where we need 
to be.”
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The news of the staffing shortage comes nearly a year after the January 6, 2021, Capitol attack 
that left 138 officers injured and one attacker dead of a gunshot wound. Four additional officers 
who responded to the attack committed suicide in the months following what is now considered 
to have been an attempted insurrection.
Manger detailed the difficultly the USCP has faced to properly staff the force since January 6, 
2021. He cited the 130 officers lost via retirement and resignation and the National Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Academy suspending classes in 2020 as the two primary causes of the 
staffing shortage.
Not only has the USCP faced an exodus of officers and limits on new trainees, but officer duties 
have changed dramatically since the January 6, 2021, attack. In the year since the violence, 
threats against members of Congress have increased.
"We've had to really shift the focus of just doing the typical job that we would do normally and 
put more resources toward investigating those complaints," Manger said. "Ensuring that 
members of Congress are safe not only when they are at the Capitol, but when they are 
traveling within their home districts as well."
The USCP received additional support with the passage of the Capitol Police Emergency 
Assistance Act of 2021. The bill, signed into law in December 2021, allows for the chief of the 
USCP to request assistance from the National Guard.
Manger voiced his gratitude for the bipartisan bill, saying, "It's crucial if you have a situation like 
we had on Jan. 6 where you have an emergency situation and you need to be able to request 
those resources and get them as quickly as possible."
The legacy of the January 6, 2021, Capitol attack looms large over the USCP and while 
meaningful changes have been made to help prevent a similar incident, the force reportedly 
remains reduced and stretched thin.
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Trump Getting Terrible Advice’ by Holding Jan. 6 News Conference, Former Aide Says 
By - Nevin Brown

Alyssa Farah Griffin, who served as former US President Donald Trump's director of strategic 
communications, believes Trump is receiving “terrible advice” from current advisers by 
scheduling a news conference on the one-year anniversary of the deadly January 6, 2021, 
Capitol attack.
In an interview with CNN’s Kaitlan Collins, Farah Griffin suggested that the upcoming January 6 
“would be a wise day for [Trump] to stay silent, to let those who were victims on Capitol Hill talk 
about that very important and solemn day."
She noted that the idea of Trump holding a conference was proof that those around him are 
misleading the former president.
“[Trump] has also announced he'll be hosting a press conference [January 6] which, I think, if 
anything, proves he's still getting terrible advice from folks around him," she said.
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Farah Griffin’s concern is reportedly centered on rhetoric she expects Trump to deliver at the 
event as she does not believe he will be apologetic or acknowledge the harm done on January 
6. Instead, the former aide believes the one-term commander-in-chief will continue to baselessly 
push that the 2020 election was stolen from him personally, and that those who participated in 
the deadly Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol attack were justified.
“I think instead you'll hear a very sort of, you know, the tone from him that this was — reiterating 
the lies that the election was stolen, saying that those who are being tried for the insurrection 
are political prisoners," she said.
The fanning of the same rhetoric that led to the Capitol attack on its anniversary could put 
congressional Republicans in a difficult position, Farah Griffin believes.
“It's going to put Republicans on Capitol Hill in a very, a very tight position to be in,” she offered, 
adding, “what side of this are they going to come down on?"
Trump remains popular within the GOP, according to some polls, and most Republican 
lawmakers have been wary to directly defy his version of events. Some, including Sen. Ron 
Johnson (R-WI), have tried to downplay the January 6 attack.
“It doesn’t look like an armed insurrection...! don’t condone it - but they’re staying within the 
rope lines in the rotunda,” Johnson previously said of the event. Congressman Andrew Clyde 
(R-GA) has suggested that, "you would actually think it was just a normal tourist visit" when 
recalling the riot.
Many Republicans have opted to remain quiet on the fallout from the violence, instead focusing 
their attacks on the ongoing probe by the US House Select Committee to Investigate the 
January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol as a way to support Trump without condoning 
the actions of the attackers.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Powerful Magnitude 5.9 Earthquake Rattles Vanuatu - USGS 
By - Nevin Brown

A 5.9 magnitude earthquake struck Vanuatu on January 3 at 13:09 local time.
The earthquake's epicenter was 108 kilometers northwest of Sola, Vanuatu. Sola is in the Torba 
province which has under 10,000 inhabitants. The quake struck at a depth of 121.88 kilometers 
and it is expected that approximately 144,000 people will feel light effects.
The most populated islands of the island nation of Vanuatu are not expected to experience any 
disturbances from the quake.
The quake initially registered as a magnitude 6.1 earthquake.
Vanuatu consists of 83 small islands located in the South Pacific. It is 1,090 miles east of 
Australia. The country has an estimated population of 307,000.
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White House: Biden Told Zelensky US, Allies Will 'Respond Decisively' if Russia 'Invades' 
Ukraine
By - Nevin Brown

On Sunday, United States President Joe Biden spoke with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky to detail that the US and its allies would "respond decisively if Russia further invades 
Ukraine."
A statement released by White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki regarding the Sunday 
conversation further indicated that the two leaders favor a diplomatic solution and aim to start 
with next week's bilateral Strategic Stability Dialogue through the NATO-Russia Council and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe.
Biden also used the opportunity to underscore the commitment of the US and its allies to the 
principle of "nothing about you without you" to Zelenskyy,
Biden also reaffirmed the US pledge to support Ukraine sovereignty and territorial integrity. "He 
also expressed support for confidence-building measures to de-escalate tensions in Donbas 
and active diplomacy to advance the implementation of the Minsk Agreements, in support of the 
Normandy Format," Psaki said.
Shortly after the White House statement was issued, Zelensky tweeted that his conversation 
with Biden proves the "special nature of our relations."
"Joint actions of Ukraine, US and partners in keeping peace in Europe, preventing further 
escalation, reforms, deoligarchization were discussed. V\fe appreciate the unwavering support of 
Ukraine," Zelenskyy tweeted.
Biden spoke with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday to discuss rising regional 
tensions and fears of an armed conflict breaking out over Ukraine and European security. Biden 
earlier asserted that he had warned Russia against any "aggressive" moves against its 
neighbor, warning that any perceived advances would result in "severe sanctions."
Putin has repeatedly rejected claims that Russia intends to invade Ukraine, after Western 
reports cited tens of thousands of Russian troops grouping at the Ukraine-Russia border. At his 
annual end-of-year conference, Putin accused the US and allies of intentionally ratcheting up 
tension and recalled NATO's constant footprint along Russian borders, which has long seen as 
a threat to its national security.
The Russian president also underscored that Moscow maintains the right to move forces around 
within the federation as it sees fit.
US and Russian diplomats are set to meet on January 10 to discuss security concerns and 
begin a dialogue of deescalation. This scheduled meeting comes after the Russian Foreign 
Ministry drafted a security agreement in December 2021 for consideration by the US and NATO.
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