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Photos: DPRK Says Friday Launches Were Firing Drill by Railway-Borne Missile Regiment 
BY - Morgan Artyukhina

A missile launch detected on Friday morning by the South Korean military was a firing drill by 
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea's (DPRK) railway-borne missile regiment, state 
media said on Saturday.
According to the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), the regiment in North Pyongan 
Province, North Korea's westernmost province on the Chinese border, was given a firepower 
mission at short notice in order to test their alert posture, as well as give them practice. The drill 
involved firing two tactical guided missiles into the Sea of Japan, called the East Sea in Korea. 
"The combat posture of the railway-borne missile regiment of North Pyongan Province which 
demonstrated high maneuverability and rate of hits in the drill was highly appreciated in the 
review", KCNA said, adding that "the issues were discussed to set up proper railway-borne 
missile operating system across the country and to find out ways for further completing our style 
fighting methods with the railway-borne missiles".
The DPRK's railway-borne missile system, which carries ballistic missile TELs concealed as 
boxcars, was unveiled last September. The small socialist state didn't invent the concept, 
though: the Soviet Union produced several modified refrigerator cars capable of launching 
RT-23 Molodets intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMS) in just a few minutes' time, and the 
United States also explored putting its Peacekeeper ICBMs on a "special rail garrison" before 
the end of the Cold War.
More recently, Russia has introduced a successor to the Molodets: the RS-27 Barquzin. which 
debuted in recent years.
The intent in all cases is the same: to protect the missiles from attack by constantly changing 
their location. For a country like the DPRK, which is in constant fear of a preemptive strike by 
South Korea or the United States, such capability likely helps them sleep more soundly at night. 
Friday's launch was the third by the DPRK in two weeks' time; the first two were tests of 
Hwasong-8 hypersonic glide vehicles, which are boosted by a rocket engine before detaching to 
glide unpredictably toward their targets at Mach 5-plus speed.
The US claimed the tests were provocative and in violation of United Nations resolutions, 
claiming that resolutions barring long-range ballistic missiles also covered hypersonic missiles.
In response, the US slapped sanctions on five Korean figures, four of whom work in China and 
one in Russia, who the US Treasury claims helped Pyongyang "illegally procure goods for 
weapons".
A spokesperson from the DPRK's Foreign Ministry on Friday slammed Washington's 
"gangster-like logic", saying that bolstering its defensive capability "is a legitimate right of a 
sovereign state".
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"The DPRK's recent development of [a] new-type weapon was just part of its efforts for 
modernising its national defence capability. It did not target any specific country or force and it 
did not do any harm to the security of neighbouring countries", the spokesperson said, referring 
to the hypersonic missile.
"Nevertheless, the US is intentionally escalating the situation even with the activation of 
independent sanctions, not content with referring the DPRK's just activity to the UN Security 
Council", they added. "The US accusation of the DPRK's legitimate exercise of the right to 
self-defence is an evident provocation and a gangster-like logic".
The US has demanded the DPRK give up its nuclear and ballistic missile programmes, but 
Pyongyang says it needs them to guarantee its security in the absence of a permanent peace 
treaty with Seoul and Washington. The US intervened in a civil war in Korea in 1950, siding with 
the capitalist-controlled South against the socialist North, which was supported by China and 
the Soviet Union. A ceasefire ended the shooting in 1953 and established a demilitarised zone 
separating the two Koreas, but a permanent peace treaty has never been reached.
Pyongyang said in negotiations with the US in 2018 and 2019 that it would take irreversible 
steps to end its nuclear weapons programme if the US agreed to remove some of its strangling 
economic sanctions, but Washington has remained adamant that sanctions will remain in place 
until verifiable denuclearisation is complete.
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Not So Fast! New Study Aims to Debunk 1996 Claims Martian Meteorite Had Signs of ‘Primitive 
Life’
BY - Morgan Artyukhina

A new study on a meteorite from Mars has overturned previous conclusions that marks on the 
rock were indicators that life once existed on the Red Planet. Instead, the group of scientists 
say, a non-biological process produced the organic chemicals on the rock.
In 1984, scientists in Antarctica found a 1.9 kilogram rock that chemical analysis determined 
was from Mars. The rock was judged to be just over 4 billion years old, but was only blasted off 
the Martian surface about 17 million years ago by a meteor impact. Then, about 13,000 years 
ago, the rock plummeted down to Earth, crashing into its southernmost continent.
However, this was no ordinary rock - or so NASA scientists believed. In 1996, they announced 
something incredible: the meteorite, designated "ALH 84001,” showed “evidence of primitive life 
on Early Mars,” as the title of their paper read.
According to their report, evidence included “detection of an apparently unique pattern of 
organic molecules, carbon compounds that are the basis of life. We also found several unusual 
mineral phases that are known products of primitive microscopic organisms on Earth.”
However, after giving the meteorite another look, a group of scientists say there might be 
another explanation.
"ALH 84001 is one of the most studied rocks, if not the most studied rock, we have," Andrew 
Steele, an astrobiologist and senior staff scientist at the Carnegie Institution for Science in
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Washington, DC, told Soace.com on Thursday. "To find something new in the meteorite that 
opened the door to understanding the observations made over many years was very cool."
The team’s work, published Thursday in the journal Science, suggests that “abiotic” processes 
created the organic elements.
According to their analysis, the carbon-rich chemical compounds that previous scientists 
mistook for evidence of life were actually created by extremely salty water flowing over the rock 
for a long period of time. The same thing, they said, could be recreated here on Earth.
The processes are called serpentinization and carbonation: when volcanic rocks like the ALH 
84001 meteorite chemically interact with moving water, the atoms in the water can interact with 
the iron or magnesium in the rocks, creating different chemicals over time. The properties of the 
water, such as acidity or saltiness, can change which chemicals are deposited.
However, some of the researchers who drew the original 1996 conclusions have stepped up to 
defend their findings.
“While the data presented incrementally adds to our knowledge of (the meteorite), the 
interpretation is hardly novel, nor is it supported by the research,” Kathie Thomas-Keprta and 
Simon Clemett, astro-material researchers at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, told 
the Associated Press.
“Unsupported speculation does nothing to resolve the conundrum surrounding the origin of 
organic matter” in the meteorite, they added.
Luckily, more recent investigation has gone right to the source: several unmanned missions on 
Mars are presently hunting for Martian water, as well as for places it once might’ve flowed, 
which scientists judge to be the most likely places to find evidence of ancient life.
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Photos: US Navy’s Futuristic DDG(X) Destroyer Design Looks a Lot Like China’s Type 055 
Warship
BY - Morgan Artyukhina

One possible design for the US Navy’s next-generation missile destroyer was unveiled at a 
naval conference earlier this week. While the warship promises a slew of advanced weapons 
systems and radars, some have noticed its design is extremely similar to an already-existing 
ship: China’s Type 055 cruiser.
The US Navy has long sought a way to replace its aging Arleiah Burke-class destroyers, the 
oldest of which was commissioned in 1991. Before its 2010 cancellation, the CG(X) program 
aimed at that, but thanks to years of confusion about the Navy’s future, no replacement has yet 
emerged.
However, at the Surface Navy Association (SNA) National Symposium in Arlington, Virginia, on 
Wednesday, one possible configuration for such a ship was unveiled. The description is brief 
and vague, and it’s clear the artistry is mostly intended to showcase the many new features the 
Navy intends to develop for such a ship. However, that didn’t stop some from quickly noticing its
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striking superficial similarities to the Type 055 missile cruiser used by China’s People’s 
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN).
Some of the similarities include the shape of its hull, a clipper bow with a bulbous protrusion, 
and forecastle, and the shape of its mast and superstructure.
There’s more than a little irony in the situation, too, since China has repeatedly been accused of 
stealing American designs for helicopters, fighter jets, AWACS planes, and other weapons of 
war, simply due to their superficial similarities to American equipment. In both cases, the 
similarities are likely attributable to the maxim “form fits function.”
So what, exactly, is the DDG(X)’s anticipated function?
The proposed design includes shockingly few offensive weapons: just 32 Mk 41 vertical launch 
system (VLS) tubes are included in the base design, with the potential to be upgraded to 12 
larger cells for things like hypersonic missiles. By comparison, most Arleigh Burkes carry 96 Mk 
41 VLS cells and the PLAN’S Type 055s sport 112 VLS tubes each.
The new Constellation-class frigates, intended for escort duties and electronic warfare, were 
also given 32 Mk 41 VLS tubes, which can carry the SM-3, SM-6, Tomahawk, Evolved Sea 
Sparrow, VR-ASROC, and Naval Strike Missile. However, the newest Arleigh Burkes will 
continue to be used alongside the newer vessels for decades, meaning the Navy’s firepower 
won’t suffer quite so much.
The DDG(X) is also expected to ship with one 150-kilowatt laser on the forecastle, likely a 
ramped-up version of one of the lasers the Navv has been testing for years, but which function 
more as a “dazzler” for optical systems than for interception. However, the Navy also anticipates 
being able to one day replace two sets of Rolling Airframe Missiles - short-range weapons for 
shooting down cruise missiles - with a pair of 600-kilowatt lasers for zapping down incoming 
missiles.
To power those lasers, the DDG(X) will get the powerful Integrated Power System (IPS) gas 
turbine engines used by the Zumwalts, each of which has enough output to power a small town. 
However, no information about the DDG(X)’s anticipated dimensions was included, such as its 
length and water displacement, which are key to judging how it measures up to other warships. 
In terms of radar, the Navy plans on starting out the DDG(X) with the AN/SPY-6 actively 
scanned electronic array (AESA) that most other newer surface ships have been given, 
although with an increased-aperture antenna almost 30% larger than the existing 14-foot array. 
The plan also calls for other standard systems, like the SPQ-9B fire control radar, to be 
upgraded to nonspecific future devices.
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Netanyahu Expected to Make Plea Deal Banning Him From Politics for Seven Years, Israeli 
Media Says
By - Morgan Artyukhina
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The long corruption trial of former Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu could soon draw 
to a close - not with a conviction, but with a plea deal, according to Friday reports in the Israeli 
media.
In uncited reports on Israeli television Friday night, there were claims that Netanyahu and 
Attorney General Avichai Mandelblit have been in talks for the Knesset opposition leader to end 
his trial with a plea deal as early as next week. This, after both men have long postured as 
willing to fight it out to the bitter end.
According to the reports, the charge of bribery would be dropped, but Netanyahu would still 
admit to fraud and breach of trust. This would net him a punishment of 3-6 months in jail, which 
would then be commuted to community service.
However, the most damaging aspect could be the final condition: Netanyahu will have to agree 
that his actions carried "moral turpitude", which would ban him from holding public office for 
seven years' time. At 72 years old, that would mean he couldn't even attempt to seek office 
again until the year 2028, when he will be 79 years old.
In addition, agreeing to the deal won't mean that parallel charges would be dropped against 
Arnon Mozes, the publisher of the Israeli daily Yedioth Ahronoth, for a deal to give Netanyahu 
favourable coverage in exchange for suppressing the paper's main rival, Israel Hayom.
For many politicians, 79 might be an age to finally call it quits, but considering Netanyahu's 
father, Benzion, lived to be 102 and remained socially engaged well into his 90s, even this blow 
might not be enough to end his career.
Yet, there's wide speculation that a deal for Netanyahu that would remove him from politics 
could spell the end for the government of Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett. When the 
wide-spectrum coalition was pieced together by now-Foreign Minister Yair Lapid in June 2021, 
one of its biggest uniting factors was a mutual hatred of Netanyahu and a desire to see an end 
to his 10-year hold on the prime ministership.
Out of power, Netanyahu remains at the head of Likud and has mounted a stormy opposition to 
Bennett's government in the Knesset, regularly criticising his approach to the US-lran talks on 
reviving the 2015 nuclear deal. Netanyahu long opposed the deal and celebrated its demise in 
2018, claiming alongside then-US President Donald Trump that Iran was secretly building a 
nuclear bomb. However, while Bennett has shed none of the fear-mongering, he's so far been 
willing to give the Vienna talks a chance at success.
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Biden Admin Threatens to Rescind Arizona's COVID-19 Relief Funds Due to Anti-Mask
Programmes
By - Evan Craighead

Arizona's Education Plus-Up Grant Programme is a state-run effort providing some $163 million 
in funding to school districts without face mask mandates. Jurisdictions with face mask 
requirements are ineligible. The state's COVID-19 Educational Recovery Benefit Programme 
also grants parents up to $7,000 if their child's school requires masks.
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The office of Arizona Governor Doug Ducey (R) must redirect federal COVID-19 relief funds, or 
revamp two state-run programmes, within 60 days, to avoid further action from the US 
Department of the Treasury, according to a Friday memo issued to the Republican governor. 
Kathleen Victorino, the Treasury's deputy chief compliance officer, detailed that Ducey's 
Education Plus-Up Grant and COVID-19 Educational Recovery Benefit Programmes are 
contrary to stipulations laid out in the American Rescue Plan, a $350 billion federal programme 
that prohibits the use of funds for a service or programme that undermines COVID-19 mitigation 

measures.
"Treasury may also withhold funds from the state of Arizona's second tranche installment of 
[American Rescue Plan] funds until Treasury receives information that confirms that the issues 
described above have been adequately addressed", Victorino added.
As of this article's publication, Arizona's government has received about half of the estimated 
$4.2 billion awarded to the state via the COVID relief bill.
Daniel Ruiz, chief of staff for Ducey's office, said the state government intends to continue 
supporting the programmes at a financial level, and "we will challenge at every level in terms of 
court proceedings any attempt by them to retroactively change policies or rules".
Ruiz also blasted the Biden administration's communication, alleging that Ducey's office had to 
find out about the 60-day deadline through the press, rather than direct correspondence.
The Treasury's warning to the Arizona state government comes several months after Rep. Greg 
Stanton (D-AZ) called on the federal aaencv to look into Ducey's policies, citing concerns that 
the programmes "undercut scientific research to pursue purely partisan ideological priorities".
In September, Ducev pledged to counter the Biden administration's OSHA vaccine mandate, 
asserting that the move hammers down on "private businesses and individual freedoms in an 
unprecedented and dangerous way".
Weeks later, attorney generals in several US states, including Arizona, filed lawsuits against the 
nationwide vaccine mandate for companieswith 100 or more employees. According to the 
mandate, those who do not receive the COVID-19 vaccine must be regularly tested for the novel 
disease.
On Thursday, just three days after the OSHA vaccine mandate took effect, the Supreme Court 
of the US (SCOTUS) ruled to block the administration's sweeping mandate for large companies, 
arguing that while the US Congress has tasked the regulatory agency with managing 
occupational dangers, "it has not given that agency the power to regulate public health more 
broadly".
"Requiring the vaccination of 84 million Americans, selected simply because they work for 
employers with more than 100 employees, certainly falls in the latter category", the Supreme 
Court wrote in an unsigned opinion filed on 13 January.
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US Judge Sets Sentencing of Epstein Associate Ghislaine Maxwell for 28 June 
By - Evan Craighead
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In late December 2021, Ghislaine Maxwell, a 60-year-old British socialite, was convicted of child 
sex trafficking and several other offences in connection with the grooming and sexual abuse of 
underage girls. Maxwell, who conspired with convicted child sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, is 
attempting to secure a retrial.
Sentencing for Maxwell's case (U.S. v. Maxwell, 20-cr-330) has been set for 28 June 2022, 
according to a Friday filing in the US District Court for the Southern District of New York.
The court also moved to delay the preparation of a pre-sentence investigation report until April 
2022, according to US District Judge Alison Nathan's filing.
Maxwell is facing up to 65 years in prison.
Prosecutors previously requested in a 10 January letter that the sentencing date take place 
"approximately three to four months from today's date".
Lawyers for the convicted child sex trafficker are attempting to secure a new trial after it was 
revealed that a juror — self-identified as Scotty David — may have swayed the votes of fellow 
jury members after disclosing his own experience of sexual abuse.
"When I shared that, they were able to sort of come around on, they were able to come around 
on the memory aspect of the sexual abuse", said the juror, a 35-year-old resident of the 
Manhattan borough of New York City, New York.
US prosecutors have told the court that, in the event that the defendant is not granted a retrial, 
the government is prepared to drop two perjury charges against the convicted child sex 
trafficker.
The two perjury charges come in connection with a 2016 deposition in Virginia Giuffre's 
defamation lawsuit. No date has been set for the aforementioned case.
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Biden Reportedly Mulling Executive Action on Police Reform 
By - Evan Craighead

The White House on Thursday announced that US President Joe Biden remains supportive of 
bipartisan police reform legislation, but is now mulling executive action on the matter. Efforts 
related to the directive were put on the backburner last year over concerns that a unilateral 
move by the Democrats would impede bipartisan negotiations in Congress.
Biden is expected to sign executive actions as early as this month related to his administration's 
efforts on police reform, according to an NBC News report citing three individuals said to be 
familiar with the plan.
The details of the directives remain unknown, as they are still being finalised, the sources 
claimed.
The reported action would follow Democratic efforts to pass key election and voting rights 
legislation in the US Senate.
The matter has yet to be brought to a vote in the chamber, despite Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer's push to call a vote before 17 January, Martin Luther King Jr. Day in the US.
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"I don't know whether we can get this done", Biden said of the voting rights legislation on 
Thursday, moments after Senator Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) doubled down on her support of the 
filibuster.
With voting rights and police reform legislation stalled in Congress, Biden likely views executive 
action as a way to drum up support for the administration ahead of both Black History Month in 
February, and his first State of the Union Address on 1 March.
According to a new Quinnipiac University poll, Biden's approval rating is sitting at 33%, five 
points lower than former US President Donald Trump'srating midway through his single term in 
office. Additionally, only 57% of Black voters polled approve of Biden's performance thus far, 
another Quinnipiac survey showed. The findings equate to a 21-point drop from April.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki noted on Thursday that Biden intends to honour the 
administration's pledge to bring about police reform. She claimed that the US president was 
unable to take action sooner due to their support of "efforts to negotiate police reform on a 
bipartisan level" in Congress.
Psaki asserted to reporters that there is "a substantive process that it has to go through in the 
consideration of executive order".
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Videos: Massive Fire Ravages New Jersey Chemical Plant 
By - Evan Craighead

Large plumes of smoke could be seen from the highway in Passaic, New Jersey, on Friday, 
shortly after a three-alarm fire broke out an area warehouse containing chemicals. Nearby 
residents have been evacuated as the blaze has progressed from a six to seven-alarm fire. 
Passaic City Mayor Hector C. Lora has instructed locals to keep their windows closed and 
remain inside amid a chemical fire in the area. Multiple buildings were involved in the fire, 
according to Lora.
Authorities have reportedly blocked off several streets and area firefighters are evacuating those 
deemed to be in the danger zone. Route 21 has been barricaded in all directions at Exit 
12-Dayton Street.
Videos from the scene in northeast New Jersey appear to show the fire raging from the 
three-storey Qualco warehouse.
Qualco is a company that markets and sells a variety of swimming pool and spa treatment 
chemicals.
"We urge everyone in Passaic to stay safe as firefighters battle a large eight-alarm fire at a 
chemical plant off of Route 21", tweeted New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy. "If you live nearby, 
keep your windows closed. Praying for the safety of our first responders on the scene".
No injuries have been reported in connection with the fire.
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Alec Baldwin Turns Over Cell Phone to Authorities Amid Probe Into Fatal Prop Gun Shooting 
By - Evan Craighead

Earlier this week, the Santa Fe County Sheriffs Office claimed that it was still without the cell 
phone belonging to Alec Baldwin, the 63-year-old Hollywood actor who fired a prop gun on the 
set of "Rust", killing cinematographer Halyna Hutchins and injuring director Joel Souza. 
Authorities are now in possession of Baldwin's cell phone, the Sante Fe County Sheriffs Office 
revealed in a Friday memo.
"The Santa Fe County Sheriffs Office does not yet have physical possession of the data", 
qualified a Sheriffs Office spokesperson, Juan Rios.
The memo noted that the 63-year-old actor turned the phone over to law enforcement officials in 
Suffolk County, New York. New York authorities will reportedly gather information from Baldwin's 
cell phone and share it with the appropriate Santa Fe County investigators.
"Alec voluntarily provided his phone to the authorities this morning so they can finish their 
investigation", Aaron Dyer, Baldwin's civil attorney, told NBC News in a same-day statement.
He went on to assert his client's innocence, arguing "there are no answers on his phone" for 
investigators.
"It is clear that he was told it was a cold gun, and was following instructions when this tragic 
accident occurred", the 63-year-old's lawyer said. "The real question that needs to be answered 
is how live rounds got on the set in the first place".
The development comes nearly a month after the warrant was initially issued in connection with 
authorities' probe into the on-set shooting that claimed Hutchins' life.
"Affiant is requesting a warrant for the seizure and search of Alec Baldwins' [sic] cell phone to 
search for any evidence relating to the death investigation of Halyna Hutchins", read the search 
warrant, approved on 16 December.
On Saturday, Baldwin reiterated that he intends to fully cooperate with the probe, but also noted 
that the warrant involving his cell phone is a complicated issue.
"Any suggestion that I am not complying with requests or orders or demands or search warrants 
about my phone, that's bullsh*t, that's a lie", Baldwin claimed in an Instagram video.
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Say It Ain't So, Joe Biden: Did the US President Quote Joseph Stalin?
By - Nevin Brown

In a heated statement to reporters, US President Joe Biden appeared to quote Joseph Stalin, 
the premier of the Soviet Union from 1924 to 1953, when he said, "state legislative bodies 
continue to change the law, not as to who can vote, but who gets to count the vote".
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The confusing outburst occurred after a meeting between the US president and Democratic 
lawmakers over the voting rights bill. Biden was visibly agitated by the outcome of the meeting. 
He said, "I hope we can get this done. The honest to god answer, I don't know if we can get this 
done...but one thing for certain, like every other major civil rights bill that came along. If we miss 
the first time, we can come back and try a second time".
Biden would continue, "We missed this time, and the state legislative bodies continue to change 
the law, not as to who can vote, but who gets to count the vote, count the vote, count the vote!" 
The line immediately brought to mind a famous line attributed to Stalin.
"It doesn't matter who votes and how, it matters how the votes are counted", Stalin is alleged to 
have said.
There is no clear proof that Stalin ever uttered this combination of words, however, but there is 
compelling evidence to suggest that the saying originated in the United States.
As to whether or not Stalin said those words, the most compelling piece of evidence that he may 
have expressed something along those lines is a memoir of a former secretary of Stalin's that 
defected to the West.
Boris Bazhanov, Stalin's former personal secretary, claimed that he at one time said, "I regard it 
as completely unimportant who in the party will vote and how, but it is extremely important who 
will count the votes and how".
"There is no way to know for sure whether he accurately recounted Stalin's words, if Stalin in 
fact said such a thing", according to Mark Kramer, director of a Cold War studies programme at 
Harvard University.
"Hence, I regard this as a statement attributed to Stalin by his former secretary Boris 
Bazhanov", he added.
If Stalin did utter those words there is a chance that he may have been inspired by American 
politics.
An American political cartoon from 1871. depicts New York state senator William Tweed leaning 
next to a ballot box with the caption, "As long as I count the vote, what are you going to do 
about it?" To further hammer home the artist's point, the ballot box is inscribed with the phrase, 
"In counting there is strength". Stalin was born in 1878 and died in 1953.
The sentiment would continue to pop up in American newspapers in the late 19th century. It 
appears that fears over election integrity are as old as elections themselves.
Biden didn't quote Stalin, but he did quote numerous American politicians and political 
observers.
The president finished his statement and summed up what has been observed over the course 
of American history.
"It's about election subversion, not just whether or not people get to vote. Who counts the vote. 
That's what this is about. That's what makes it so different than anything else we've ever done. I 
don't know if we can get it done, but I know one thing, as long as I have a breath in me, as long 
as I'm in the White House, as long as I'm engaged at all, I'm going to continue to fight the way 
these legislatures are moving", Biden said. He took no questions after he finished talking.
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Jurgen Klopp Reveals What He Thinks About Mohamed Salah, Sadio Mane Liverpool Absence 
By - Nevin Brown

Liverpool FC are without their two star attackers, Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mane, due to their 
participation in the African Cup of Nations. Following the side’s lackluster attacking display 
against a 10-man Arsenal, Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp fielded questions over how they will 
fare without their two stalwarts.
Klopp was frank with reporters at a Friday news conference. When asked if he was concerned 
about Liverpool’s attack following a 0-0 draw with Arsenal in the Carabao Cup, Klopp said, “The 
only way we can avoid these kind of questions is by scoring.”
"The situation is clear. They are not here and they are world-class players. Do we miss them? 
Yes, but it's not about who is not here, but about how we can do better. The start was really 
good, we caused Arsenal a lot of problems, we pressed the right spaces, we created enough 
and then the red card happened,” Klopp told reporters.
Throughout Klopp’s Liverpool tenure, even with Mane and Salah, his sides have struggled to 
break down low defensive blocks. Arsenal picking up a red card in the 24th minute saw them 
retreat into a defensive shell that Liverpool were unable to unlock.
"You have to break down a really low block, and that's the most difficult thing. We couldn't do 
that last night, we were not good enough in moments. But we can do better and that's what we 
will do," Klopp told reporters.
Klopp spoke of the importance and influence of Mane and Salah, "There's absolutely nothing 
bad to say about Sadio and Mo." He added, "Outstanding players. Naby [Keita] I would say is 
one of the best midfielders I ever saw. But they are not here.”
Naby Keita is also at the African Cup of Nations, representing Guinea. He has only played 527 
Premier League minutes due to injuries, but his two league goals are tied for the most from a 
non-attacker.
Klopp seemed to be expecting the line of questioning following his team’s uninspired draw. 
"Quick thinking is much more important than quick running. Yes, Mo, Sadio and Naby can think 
quick but they are not here. It was crystal clear that we would sit here today after we draw 0-0 
against 10 men and the only thing you would have in your mind is Sadio and Mo,” he said.
With both Mane and Salah out for the rest of January and into early February, Liverpool cannot 
let the absence of the two be an excuse for a lack of attacking output, according to Klopp.
"But that's not a solution, it's only part of a problem. We are here to find solutions. Last night we 
were not perfect but maybe we are closer to our usual standard in the next game and we can 
win. We have to get through different periods in a season. This is our period now -- let's get 
through this together."
No team can completely replace players of Mane and Salah’s quality. Since joining Liverpool, 
Mane has chipped in 82 goals and 28 assists in 182 Premier League appearances, while Salah 
has produced 111 goals and 42 assists in 165 Premier League appearances.
The pair have combined to average 1.22 goals per 90 minutes, to go along with 0.44 assists. 
While Liverpool will find it difficult to replace that level of production, they do have the quality to 
prevent an injurious drop-off.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/18/2022 10:56:04 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/18/2022 10:56:04 AM

Dioao Jota has been excellent as Liverpool’s center forward and has the dribbling ability and 
pace to effectively replace either Mane or Salah on the wing. His 10 goals are second on the 
team this season to Salah’s 16, and his expected goals of 10.6 indicate his production isn’t a 
mirage.
Roberto Firmino, who has seen his role reduced this season due to injury and Jota’s excellence, 
will be given an extended run to remind the Premier League of his quality. In only 440 minutes, 
he has netted 4 goals and 2 assists. Once again, his expected goal total of 4.0 suggests his 
scoring output is sustainable.
Jurgen Klopp knows goals will be more difficult to come by without Mohamed Salah and Sadio 
Mane, but with Diogo Jota and Roberto Firmino still at Anfield, the solution to their problem 
remains, thankfully, in-house.
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Lagging Production and Surging Demand Suggest High Global Oil Prices Will Stay for 2022 
By - Nevin Brown

The coronavirus pandemic continues to grip the global economy, and its continuing effects on 
the fossil fuel industry could see oil prices remain elevated throughout the year, according to 
reports.
When economies slowed in early 2020 in an attempt to stop the spread of COVID-19, global oil 
demand plummeted. As a result, fossil fuel producers eased production so as to maintain 
profits.
To maintain balance, oil producers tapered production, and, in early 2020, members of OPEC 
Plus agreed to cut daily oil production by some 10 million barrels a day.
However, as vaccines have become widely available, economies have begun to normalise, and 
with it so has demand for oil. The only problem is that the extraction, production, and delivery of 
fossil fuels has yet to catch up with demand.
Today, Brent crude, the international standard for oil prices, is $84 a barrel, and West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI), the American standard, is $82 a barrel. According to WTI. in December 
2019, right before the coronavirus pandemic, a barrel of oil cost $66.25. By March 2020, as the 
pandemic gripped the globe, the price had dropped to $22.12. Nearly a year later, the price of a 
barrel of oil had rebounded to $66.38.
The reason for the lag in supply has largely been the inability to scale production back to 
pre-pandemic levels, even as pre-pandemic demand is expected to be reached later this year. 
According to Richard Bronze, the head of geopolitics at Energy Aspects: "In a lot of places, 
once output has been reduced, it is not easy to bring it back".
Oil producers have found it difficult or have been reluctant to scale up operations. Reasons vary, 
from political turmoil and outdated regulations and infrastructure, to oil companies reconsidering 
their investments to improve profit and, in some cases, reduce carbon emissions.
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Nigeria, Africa's largest oil producer, has found it difficult to secure more investment. Damage to 
infrastructure has cut production by 300,000 barrels a day and companies aren't lining up, as 
they did in the past, to fund repairs in areas that are susceptible to crime.
OPEC Plus has shouldered much of the blame for the lag in global oil supply. The 19-nation 
group produces half of the world's oil, but many of the member countries, including Nigeria, 
have struggled to ramp up production.
Saudi Arabia, which produces close to 10% of the world's oil on the market, could, however, 
produce more and help alleviate the lag in production.
According to Bill Farren-Price, the director of intelligence at Enverus: "Most OPEC producers 
are becoming capacity constrained, but Saudi Arabia is a different story — its appetite for active 
oil market management is undiminished".
In July, OPEC Plus revealed plans to raise monthly oil production by 400,000 barrels but has 
continued to miss their targets. Individual targets for OPEC Plus members could be reassigned 
to others, but so far there has been resistance to such measures.
Saudi Arabia, as the most powerful member of OPEC Plus, has reportedly been resistant to 
break their agreement and increase production beyond the agreed upon quota made with other 
OPEC Plus nations.
Part of the motivation for Saudi Arabia's reluctance to increase production is an apparent need 
to protect their relationships and influence with other OPEC Plus members. The economic 
motivation for Riyadh, like every other nation, is that high oil prices lead to higher revenues.
The United States, the largest oil producer in the world, has also had trouble scaling up 
production. During the pandemic, US production dropped by over a million barrels a day. The 
Energy Information Administration believes that US production in 2022 is likely to produce 
500,000 fewer barrels a day than it did pre-pandemic.
Oil prices achieving pre-pandemic levels will take time, according to reports. Oil-producing 
nations are struggling to increase production and are benefiting economically as the supply 
crunch coincides with the increased demand.
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Australian Federal Court Sets Novak Djokovic's Case Hearing for Sunday Morning 
By - Nevin Brown

The world's number one ranked tennis player, Novak Djokovic, was detained by Australian 
border authorities on Saturday morning. An Australian federal court has set Djokovic's case 
hearing for Sunday at 9:30 a.m. local time.
The detention was based upon a court-ordered arrangement agreed upon on Friday.
Djokovic was interviewed by Australian Border Forces at 8 a.m. local timeat an undisclosed 
agreed-upon location.
He is expected to spend the night in detention before his case is heard by Australia's federal 
court.
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The first round of the Australian Open is scheduled to begin at 11 a.m. local time on Monday, 17 
January.
Djokovic has had his visa revoked twice by Australian immigration officials because he remains 
unvaccinated against COVID-19.
The Serbian tennis sensation arrived in Australia on 5 January to compete in the Australian 
Open. The 20-time major tournament champion has had the most success at the Australian 
Open collecting nine titles and is one major short of setting the all-time men's record for career 
majors.
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Pope Francis Pays Unannounced Visit to Favourite Record Store 
By - Mary Manley

Pope Francis paid an unannounced visit to a record store he used to frequent prior to becoming 
the pontiff in charge of the global Catholic community. He reportedly slipped out of the Vatican 
on Tuesday night to visit the newly-renovated shop Stereo Sound, located near the Pantheon. 
The pope's white Fiat 500 and police detail quickly drew the attention of Javier Martinez-Brocal, 
a reporter and director of the news agency Rome Reports, who managed to film him leaving the 
store.
The pontiff later made a note to the reporter, writing, "I won't deny that it was (bad luck) that 
after taking all the precautions, there was a journalist waiting for someone on the taxi line. [But] 
you can't lose your sense of humour".
Francis expressed his regret at being unable to go into public spaces unnoticed, a privilege that 
disappeared when he became the head of the Catholic Church in 2013. He relayed that what he 
misses most about his pre-pope life is being able to take walks freely in Buenos Aires, where he 
was archbishop and then cardinal.
At the time, the then-cardinal would take public transport around the Argentine capital, as 
opposed to the private cars used by other cardinals.
Martinez-Brocal was apologetic in a note he wrote to the pontiff after the meeting, explaining he 
was not a paparazzo and felt regret that Francis cannot move about town freely, but that the 
story provided a much-needed happy tidbit in a world which often feels inundated by bad news. 
The store owners explained that the pope was a long-standing customer, frequenting the place 
during during trips to the Vatican before his 2013 election as pontiff.
"He didn't come to buy any records. He just came to bless the store. He's been a customer of 
ours for a long time and he came to see us", Tiziana Esposito, the store owner's daughter, told 
Rome Reports.
While the pope did not buy anything, he was given a box of classical CDs by the store as a gift, 
according to Rome Reports. Classical music is said to be his favourite.
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Microsoft to Buy Activision Blizzard, Creating V\forld's No.3 Gaming Company - Statement

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The boards of Microsoft and Activision Blizzard have 
agreed to the software giant purchasing the major computer games company, a deal that would 
create the third largest gaming conglomerate by revenue in the world, Microsoft said on 
Tuesday.
"Today, Microsoft Corporation announced plans to acquire Activision Blizzard, a leader in game 
development and interactive entertainment content publisher," the press release said. "When 
the transaction closes, Microsoft will become the world’s third-largest gaming company by 
revenue, behind Tencent and Sony."
Microsoft will acquire Activision Blizzard for $95 per share, in an all-cash transaction valued at 
$68.7 billion, including Activision Blizzard’s net cash.
"The planned acquisition includes iconic franchises from the Activision, Blizzard and King 
studios like Warcraft,' 'Diablo,' 'Overwatch,' 'Call of Duty' and 'Candy Crush,' in addition to global 
eSports activities through Major League Gaming. The company has studios around the word 
with nearly 10,000 employees," the release said.
Bobby Kotick will continue to serve as CEO of Activision Blizzard and will report to Phil Spencer, 
CEO, Microsoft Gaming. Activision Blizzard has nearly 400 million monthly active players in 190 
countries and franchises worth nearly $3 billion. The deal is expected to close in fiscal year 
2023, according to the release.
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Ten Nations Jointly Take Down VPN Service Used by Criminals for Cyberattacks - Europol

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The law enforcement authorities of ten countries have 
jointly eliminated a VPN service called VPNLab.net that has been used by criminals to carry out 
cyber attacks, the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (Europol) 
announced in a release on Monday.
"This week, law enforcement authorities took action against the criminal misuse of VPN services 
as they targeted the users and infrastructure of VPNLab.net," the release said. "The VPN 
provider’s service, which aimed to offer shielded communications and internet access, were 
being used in support of serious criminal acts such as ransomware deployment and other 
cybercrime activities."
Europol noted that coordinated "disruptive actions," led by the Central Criminal Office of the 
Hannover Police Department in Germany, were undertaken on Sunday and have seized or 
disrupted 15 servers used by cybercriinals.
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"VPNLab.net was established in 2008, offering services based on OpenVPN technology and 
2048-bit encryption to provide online anonymity for as little as US $60 per year," the release 
said. "The service also provided double VPN, with servers located in many different countries." 
Europol noted that this made VPNLab.net a popular choice for cybercriminals, who could use its 
services to carry on committing their crimes without fear of detection by the authorities. The 
agency also said the investigation identified more than 100 businesses as at risk of 
cyberattacks.
"Law enforcement is working directly with these potential victims to mitigate their exposure," 
Europol added.
The authorities of Germany, the Netherlands, Canada, the Czech Republic, France, Hungary, 
Latvia, Ukraine, the United States and the United Kingdom took part in the operation, according 
to the release.
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Beijing Olympics App Has Security Flaws - Cyber Group

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The Beijing Winter Olympics app, dubbed My2022, and 
mandated for use by all Games attendees, has security flaws that may result in data breaches, 
Canadian cybersecurity group Citizen Lab warned on Tuesday.
"MY2022 ... has a simple but devastating flaw where encryption protecting users’ voice audio 
and file transfers can be trivially sidestepped. Health customs forms which transmit passport 
details, demographic information, and medical and travel history are also vulnerable. Server 
responses can also be spoofed, allowing an attacker to display fake instructions to users," the 
group said in its press release.
It noted that the app is "straightforward" about the types of information it collects from users. 
"However, as the app collects a range of highly sensitive medical information, it is unclear with 
whom or which organization(s) it shares this information," the group added.
The application also has features that allow its users to report "politically sensitive" content.
"The app also includes a censorship keyword list, which, while presently inactive, targets a 
variety of political topics including domestic issues such as Xinjiang and Tibet as well as 
references to Chinese government agencies," the group concluded.
Last week media outlets reported that the Netherlands, the United States and a number of other 
Western countries warned their athletes of cybersecurity concerns during the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in Beijing, and urged them to use disposable phones, or to use virtual private 
networks (VPNs) and to delete all personal data from gadgets.
Earlier on Tuesday, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian dismissed the claims as 
unjustified speculations.
The 2022 Winter Olympics will be held in Beijing from February 4-20.
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Meta Says Face book Page of Russian Arms Control Delegation \Nas Disabled in Error

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The Face book page of the Russian delegation to Vienna 
talks on military security and arms control was mistakenly disabled by automated tools, and now 
has been restored, a Meta spokesperson told Sputnik.
"This page was disabled in error by our automated tools and has been restored. We apologize 
to users for any inconvenience caused by this action," the spokesperson said.
Last week the page, affiliated with the Russian Foreign Ministry, was blocked for allegedly 
publishing illegal content. Russian communications regulator Roskomnadzor has said Meta’s 
move breaks fundamental rules of free access to information and sent a request to remove the 
restrictions.
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Blinken in Call With Lavrov Notes Importance of Continuing Diplomacy to Defuse Tensions

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a phone call 
with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov on Tuesday underscored the need to continue 
diplomatic efforts to deescalate tensions following three rounds of security talks last week, the 
State Department said.
"They discussed the January 10 Strategic Stability Dialogue, January 12 NATO-Russia Council, 
and January 13 OSCE Permanent Council meetings," spokesman Ned Price said in a readout. 
"The Secretary stressed the importance of continuing a diplomatic path to de-escalate tensions 
surrounding the deeply troubling Russian military build-up in and near Ukraine."
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UN Seeks $1.6Bln to Support Palestine Refugees in 2022 - UNRWA

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United Nations needs $1.6 billion from the 
international community to support Palestine refugees in 2022, the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said on Tuesday.
"The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) has announced it is seeking from the international community US$1.6 billion in 2022," 
the statement said.
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The funding will provide millions of Palestine refugees with lifesaving services and programs, 
including education, health, and food assistance, and help solve humanitarian issues related to 
situations in Gaza, the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, as well as Syria, and Lebanon, 
according to the agency.
UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini urged the international community to provide 
adequate funding to support Palestine refugees. "Chronic Agency budget shortfalls threaten the 
livelihoods and well-being of the Palestine refugees that UNRWA serves and pose a serious 
threat to the Agency's ability to maintain services," he said.
Last year, UNRWA provided support to 1.7 million refugees, the agency noted, highlighting the 
need to confront chronic funding shortfall. "A fully-funded 2022 budget will assist the Agency in 
its efforts to break the cycle of despair among Palestine refugees through microfinance loans 
worth US$ 31.2 million; vital structural improvements to refugee camps to create safer and 
healthier living environments; and cash and food assistance to the millions of refugees impacted 
by the ongoing humanitarian crises in the region," UNRWA said.
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Blinken to Meet With Zelenskyy, Foreign Minister Kuleba on January 19 - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will meet with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba on January 19, 
the State Department announced on Tuesday.
"Secretary Blinken will begin his trip in Kyiv, Ukraine, where he will meet with President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba on January 19 to reinforce the United 
States’ commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. The Secretary will also 
meet with the employees and families of the U ,S, Embassy to communicate the Department’s 
efforts to plan for contingencies, should Russia choose to escalate further," the statement said. 
On January 20, Blinken will travel to Berlin "to discuss recent diplomatic engagements with 
Russia and joint efforts to deter further Russian aggression against Ukraine, including Allies’ 
and partners’ readiness to impose massive consequences and severe economic costs on 
Russia," the statement continued.
"The Secretary will meet with Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, followed by a meeting with 
the Transatlantic Quad," it concluded.
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RPT - Prince Andrew Losing Titles Could Affect Mindset of Jurors if Case Goes to Trial - 
Lawyers
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WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - Queen Elizabeth’s decision to 
strip her second son, Prince Andrew, of his royal titles, military affiliations and royal patronages 
is unlikely to directly impact his court case but may affect his image in the court of public opinion 
and in the minds of potential jurors, two defense attorneys told Sputnik.
Britain's longest-reigning monarch took this action a day after US District Judge Lewis Kaplan 
refused to dismiss a civil lawsuit filed against him by Virginia Giuffre, who accuses Prince 
Andrew of sexually assaulting her when she was 17.
"I think that the stripping of Prince Andrew’s titles really won’t affect his court case. But in the 
court of public opinion it might," Theresa Jean-Pierre Coy, a Florida-based criminal defense 
attorney, said. "Potential jurors may see it as the monarchy not supporting him. The monarchy is 
very protective of its image and this allows him to continue in the case as a private citizen." 
Abdul Latif Bennett, a lawyer who has practiced for 32 years, agreed, saying Prince Andrew's 
lawyers may have been helped by being able to constantly refer to his royal ties. However, he 
said it is not clear how damaging this development will be to his case.
"It is really only in the court of public onion that he has lost his shine," said Bennett, a 
Baltimore-based legal adviser. "It could have helped him at trial. His lawyers could have insisted 
upon him being called as he is known, and a jury could have been constantly reminded of his 
stature. Being stripped could hurt him because the prosecution can refer to him as the former 
Royal Highness, former Colonel of this and that."
Andrew, Duke of York, is now potentially looking at a trial later this year to answer to Giuffre’s 
allegations that she was sex trafficked to the royal by convicted pedophile Jeffrey Epstein. In 
court filings, Giuffre said she was underaged when she was brought to London, New York and 
on his island Little Great St. James in the US Virgin Islands and forced to have sex with Prince 
Andrew.
Since the senior royal’s relationship with Epstein was revealed, he had fought to stave off being 
forced to appear in court. His lawyers tried several legal maneuvers to have the case dismissed 
but Kaplan rejected every attempt. Prince Andrew has been consistent in his claims his 
innocence and his lawyers say he will continue to defend himself against these false claims.
In an interview with the British Broadcasting Corporation in 2019, Prince Andrew said he has no 
recollection of ever meeting Giuffre despite a picture taken in a London townhouse in 2001 
showing the pair with Ghislaine Maxwell, Epstein’s confidante, former girlfriend and socialite. 
Maxwell, 60, was found guilty of five federal sex-trafficking charges in New York City last month. 
She faces 65 years in prison.
"Ghislaine Maxwell helped traffic young women and her being found guilty adds to all this," 
Jean-Pierre Coy said. "As she awaits sentencing, will she give up names? We all know this is 
much bigger than Epstein, Maxwell. With Andrew, it’s a big deal. It’s a big web with a lot of big 
names. Will other big names pop up?"
Jean-Pierre Coy said she was astounded when she heard some of the names linked to Epstein, 
including former Presidents Bill Clinton and Donald Trump, famed lawyer Alan Dershowitz and 
former New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson - none of whom have been tied to sex trafficking. 
"But you have to look at what evidence they have that ties them to this. Is there evidence of 
trafficking? Unless you made an overt act like Ghislaine, like bringing people there," she said. 
"Just because you know someone doesn’t make you guilty."
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RPT - US Shows Signs of Readiness to Move on Missile Deployment in Talks With Russia - 
Ex-Envoy

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik), Ekaterina Chukaeva - The results of this week’s 
US-Russia security talks are hard to preview, but \Afeshington appears ready to discuss missile 
deployment limitations, so now it is Moscow’s turn to react, Thomas Pickering, a former US 
undersecretary of state for political affairs and an ex-ambassador in Russia, told Sputnik.
On Monday, Russia and the US held a strategic stability dialogue meeting in Geneva. The 
bilateral talks were followed by a NATO-Russia Council meeting in Brussels on Wednesday, the 
first since 2019, and OSCE talks in Vienna the next day. The main topic was security proposals 
that Moscow put forward to Washington and NATO late last year amid mounting tensions 
around Ukraine. The suggestions include NATO's non-expansion eastward and a mutual ban on 
stationing intermediate and shorter-range missiles within striking distance of each other's 
territory.
The US and allies insist NATO's open door policy is not subject to discussion, but express 
readiness to talk about issues where progress is possible. Russia maintains its package of 
proposals is "not a menu," and the alliance's non-enlargement is central thereto.
"Too soon to know about individual items of progress but the US seems positive on some form 
of missile deployment limitations. Russia will need to consider those and respond. Normally 
linkage is employed by both sides to promote their objectives and the maxim that nothing is 
decided until everything is decided is always a starting position and often also hangs on until the 
end," Pickering said.
When asked about progress in resuming NATO-Russia contacts, the former diplomat replied 
that "one can only hope so."
"It is a good set of subjects for an interim arrangement while negotiations continue, but there is 
as of now no sign of that happening," he noted.
According to the former undersecretary, the main achievement of the talks is the talks 
themselves, scheduling or accepting more talks, as well as reviewing the presentations made by 
each side "with an interest in making progress to avoid a conflict."
Tensions around Ukraine intensified over the past several months after Russia was accused of 
building up troops near the Ukrainian border, allegedly preparing for an invasion. Moscow has 
denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near Russian borders, which it 
deems a threat to its national security. Russia says it has the right to move forces within its own 
territory.
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Energy Firms Tell US Russian Gas Supplies Cannot Be Replaced Amid Conflict - Reports
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WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - International energy companies informed the Biden 
administration during consultations that there is little alternative supplies of gas available to 
replace Russian volumes if disrupted over Ukraine, Reuters reported citing the State 
Department and industry sources.
The report said on Friday that State Department officials had discussions with international 
energy companies to develop contingency plans for European natural gas supply in case the 
situation with Russia escalates over Ukraine.
At the meeting, several energy companies mentioned that there are no other alternative 
supplies of natural gas that can match the volumes Russia provides to Europe, the report said. 
The United States has threatened to stop Russia's Nord Stream 2 pipeline if the situation over 
Ukraine escalates.
On Thursday, the US Senate rejected Republican Senator Ted Cruz's bill to sanction entities 
that construct and operate the pipeline.
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US, French Officials Discuss Wbys to Help Ukraine Respond to Cyber Attacks - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - Senior US and French officials during an annual bilateral 
cyber dialogue discussed ways to support Ukraine's recovery from its recent cyberattack, the 
Department of State said.
"The United States and France held the fourth US-France Cyber Dialogue virtually on January 
13-14, 2022..They also discussed ways to support Ukraine as it responds to and recovers from 
malicious cyber activity," the State Department said in a press release.
Earlier in the day, Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Oleg Nikolenko said the ministry’s 
websites and those of several other government agencies were down due to malicious cyber 
activities.
Besides Ukraine, the US and French delegations went over efforts to counter ransomware and 
other cybercrime, build cyber resilience, defend human rights online, and promote the 
framework of responsible state behavior in cyberspace, including through the NATO Alliance, 
the release said.
The US delegation was led by acting US Coordinator for Cyber Issues Michele Markoff and 
French Ambassador for Digital Affairs Henri Verdier led the French delegation, the release said.
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Blinken in Call With S. Korean Counterpart Condemned Pyongyang's Missile Launches
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WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a telephone call 
with his South Korean counterpart Chung Eui-yong condemned North Korea's recent missile 
launches as violations of United Nations Security Council resolutions, State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken spoke today with Republic of Korea (ROK) Foreign 
Minister Chung Eui-yong," Price said in a press release on Friday. "Secretary Blinken reaffirmed 
that the US-ROK Alliance is the linchpin of peace, security, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific 
region and beyond. Secretary Blinken condemned the DPRK’s recent ballistic missile launches, 
which were in violation of multiple UN Security Council resolutions."
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UN Security Council Urges Houthis to Release Crew of UAE Vessel Seized Off Coast of Yemen

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United Nations Security Council is calling on the 
Houthis to immediately release the UAE-flagged vessel and its crew members who were seized 
off the coast of Yemen early this month.
"The members of the Security Council condemned the Houthi seizure and detention of the 
UAE-flagged vessel, RWABEE, off the coast of Yemen on 2 January 2022," the Security Council 
said in a statement on Friday. "They demanded the immediate release of the vessel and its crew 
and underscored the necessity of ensuring the crew's safety and well-being until their release." 
The Security Council called on all sides to resolve the issue quickly and highlighted the 
increasing number of incidents occurring off the coast of Yemen.
On January 3, the Arab coalition announced that the rebels had hijacked a ship sailing under 
the flag of the United Arab Emirates, Rwabee, off the Yemeni coast in the southern Red Sea.
The vessel was said to be carrying medical equipment.
The Houthis said the captured ship was transporting military equipment and entered Yemen's 
waters without a license, threatening the security of the Yemeni people.
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US 'Marking Vibrantly' on Laser Weapons in Mideast Amid UAV Activity - CENTCOM Admiral

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US Navy is working on laser weapons in the Middle 
East to counteract a significant upsurge in Iran's deployment and use of unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs) in the region, top Central Command (CENTCOM) naval officer and US Fifth 
Fleet commander Vice Adm. Bradley Cooper said.
"There is a growth in the missile defense force and in cruise missiles and Iranian UAVs and the 
proliferation of those UAVs throughout the region," Cooper told a conference at the Center for
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Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) on Friday. "There has been a dramatic uptick in the 
UAD activity in the region: it is significantly different."
In response, the Fifth Fleet is deploying and developing the use of laser, or directed energy 
weapons on its warships in the region, Cooper said, adding that he was not going to reveal any 
details of the work.
The US Navy is developing "laser weapons on warships in the region. This is an area we are 
working on pretty vibrantly. For understandable reasons, I am not going to talk about it," Cooper 
said.
Starting in September of 2021, the Fifth Fleet had activated Task Force 59 as its unmanned 
vehicles and intelligence task force task force in the region operated out of Bahrain and Jordan 
and the operation had already "exceeded our every expectation" with unmanned sea vehicles 
launched out of the port of Akaba at the southwestern tip of Jordan capable of functioning for up 
to 33 days at a time, Cooper added.
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US Judge Sets Sentencing of Ghislaine Maxwell for June 28 - Court Document 
WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - Sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein's associate Ghislaine 
Maxwell is scheduled to be sentenced on the morning of June 28, court documents revealed. 
"The court hereby schedules the sentencing in this matter for June 28, 2022, at 11:00 a.m.
[ET]," US Judge Alison Nathan wrote in the court document on Friday.
Nathan also pointed out the court is still waiting on Maxwell's motion for a retrial over concerns 
about a juror's pre-trial questionnaire.
The US government became aware that a juror involved in Maxwell's case was a victim of 
sexual abuse, a question raised on the prospective juror questionnaire.
Maxwell's lawyers filed a complaint arguing that it is clear based on the remarks of the juror and 
other facts that a new trial is required. If the court disagrees, then she requests that a hearing 
be scheduled sooner than one month from now.
In late December, Maxwell was convicted on five of six charges related to sex trafficking of 
underage girls. Maxwell's conviction for engaging in sex trafficking of minors carries a maximum 
penalty of 40 years in prison.
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Prince Andrew Losing Titles Could Affect Mindset of Jurors if Case Goes to Trial - Lawyers

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik), Barrington M. Salmon - Queen Elizabeth’s decision to 
strip her second son, Prince Andrew, of his royal titles, military affiliations and royal patronages 
is unlikely to directly impact his court case but may affect his image in the court of public opinion 
and in the minds of potential jurors, two defense attorneys told Sputnik.
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Britain's longest-reigning monarch took this action a day after US District Judge Lewis Kaplan 
refused to dismiss a civil lawsuit filed against him by Virginia Giuffre, who accuses Prince 
Andrew of sexually assaulting her when she was 17.
"I think that the stripping of Prince Andrew’s titles really won’t affect his court case. But in the 
court of public opinion it might," Theresa Jean-Pierre Coy, a Florida-based criminal defense 
attorney, said. "Potential jurors may see it as the monarchy not supporting him. The monarchy is 
very protective of its image and this allows him to continue in the case as a private citizen." 
Abdul Latif Bennett, a lawyer who has practiced for 32 years, agreed, saying Prince Andrew's 
lawyers may have been helped by being able to constantly refer to his royal ties. However, he 
said it is not clear how damaging this development will be to his case.
"It is really only in the court of public onion that he has lost his shine," said Bennett, a 
Baltimore-based legal adviser. "It could have helped him at trial. His lawyers could have insisted 
upon him being called as he is known, and a jury could have been constantly reminded of his 
stature. Being stripped could hurt him because the prosecution can refer to him as the former 
Royal Highness, former Colonel of this and that."
Andrew, Duke of York, is now potentially looking at a trial later this year to answer to Giuffre’s 
allegations that she was sex trafficked to the royal by convicted pedophile Jeffrey Epstein. In 
court filings, Giuffre said she was underaged when she was brought to London, New York and 
on his island Little Great St. James in the US Virgin Islands and forced to have sex with Prince 
Andrew.
Since the senior royal's relationship with Epstein was revealed, he had fought to stave off being 
forced to appear in court. His lawyers tried several legal maneuvers to have the case dismissed 
but Kaplan rejected every attempt. Prince Andrew has been consistent in his claims his 
innocence and his lawyers say he will continue to defend himself against these false claims.
In an interview with the British Broadcasting Corporation in 2019, Prince Andrew said he has no 
recollection of ever meeting Giuffre despite a picture taken in a London townhouse in 2001 
showing the pair with Ghislaine Maxwell, Epstein’s confidante, former girlfriend and socialite. 
Maxwell, 60, was found guilty of five federal sex-trafficking charges in New York City last month. 
She faces 65 years in prison.
"Ghislaine Maxwell helped traffic young women and her being found guilty adds to all this," 
Jean-Pierre Coy said. "As she awaits sentencing, will she give up names? We all know this is 
much bigger than Epstein, Maxwell. With Andrew, it's a big deal. It’s a big web with a lot of big 
names. Will other big names pop up?"
Jean-Pierre Coy said she was astounded when she heard some of the names linked to Epstein, 
including former Presidents Bill Clinton and Donald Trump, famed lawyer Alan Dershowitz and 
former New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson - none of whom have been tied to sex trafficking. 
"But you have to look at what evidence they have that ties them to this. Is there evidence of 
trafficking? Unless you made an overt act like Ghislaine, like bringing people there," she said. 
"Just because you know someone doesn’t make you guilty."
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US Health Agency Says Public Should Not Wbrry About Shortages of N95, KN95 Face Masks

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
said the US public should not worry about supply shortages of N95 or KN95 face masks. 
"[Pjeople can choose respirators such as N95s and KN95s, including removing concerns related 
to supply shortages for N95s," the CDC said in an update of its face mask guidance on Friday. 
The CDC also clarified that surgical N95 face masks should be reserved for healthcare workers. 
On Thursday, US President Joe Biden said his administration will soon have high-quality face 
masks available for free to the US public.
According to new data on Wednesday, coronavirus infections have increased, but the Omicron 
variant cases are mild and significantly less lethal compared to the original coronavirus strain 
and the subsequent Delta variant.
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Oath Keepers Leader's Hearing Set for January 20 in US Capitol Riot Case - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The leader of the right-wing group Oath Keepers, 
Stewart Rhodes, will be detained leading up to his detention hearing scheduled for January 20 
in the case related to the January 6, 2021, breach of the US Capitol, CBS reporter Jack Fink 
reported.
Rhodes will be kept in custody until the detention hearing while he goes through the pre-trial 
process in the seditious conspiracy case against him and 11 other defendants for their alleged 
role in the breach of the US Capitol on January 6, the report said.
On Thursday, law enforcement arrested Rhodes after an indictment charged him and his 
co-defendants with allegedly conspiring through a variety of manners and means - including 
organizing into teams that were prepared and willing to use force - to prevent the certification of 
the 2020 US presidential election results on January 6.
The seditious conspiracy charges carry a statutory maximum penalty of 20 years in prison 
should the defendants be found guilty of the alleged crimes.
The indictment alleges that the Oath Keepers led by Rhodes is a loosely organized collection of 
individuals that focuses on recruiting military, law enforcement and first-responder personnel, 
some of whom have militia associations.
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One of Hackers Arrested in Russia Responsible for Colonial Pipeline Attack - US Official
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WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - One of the individuals arrested in Russia’s takedown of 
the Revil hacking group was responsible for the attack on US Colonial Pipeline last Spring, a 
senior Biden administration official said.
"We understand that one of the individuals who was arrested today was responsible for the 
attack against Colonial Pipeline last Spring,” the official said during a press briefing on Friday. “I 
don't speak for the Kremlin's motives, but we're pleased with these initial actions.”
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US Has No Attribution for Cyberattack on Ukraine at This Time - Senior Official

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United States has not yet attributed the cyberattack 
on Ukraine and has offered to help investigate the attack which was limited in scope, a senior 
Biden administration official said during a press briefing.
“We don't have an attribution at this time. We are in touch with Ukrainian and we’ve offered our 
support as Ukraine investigates the impact and recovers from the incident,” the official said on 
Friday. “While we continue to assess the impact with Ukrainians, it seems limited so far, with 
multiple websites coming back online.”
A number of Ukrainian government websites, including the one belonging to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, were attacked by unknown hackers on Friday. A message in three languages 
appeared on the pages of the sites stating that all the personal data of Ukrainians was uploaded 
into the Internet.
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US Welcomes Kremlin's Steps to Address Ransomware Emanating From Within Russia - 
Official

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration welcomes the Kremlin’s 
announcement that the Russian Federal Security Service took down the hacker group REvil that 
had targeted US companies and infrastructure, a senior administration official said.
"We welcome reports that the Kremlin is taking law enforcement steps to address ransomware 
emanating from within its borders," the Biden administration official said in a telephone briefing. 
Russia’s actions against REvil are very important and represents what the United States is 
looking for in the future, the official also said, adding that the administration expects Moscow to 
pursue legal action within its own system against the arrested hackers.
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US Shows Signs of Readiness to Move on Missile Deployment in Talks With Russia - Ex-Envoy

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik), Ekaterina Chukaeva - The results of this week's 
US-Russia security talks are hard to preview, but Washington appears ready to discuss missile 
deployment limitations, so now it is Moscow's turn to react, Thomas Pickering, a former US 
undersecretary of state for political affairs and an ex-ambassador in Russia, told Sputnik.
On Monday, Russia and the US held a strategic stability dialogue meeting in Geneva. The 
bilateral talks were followed by a NATO-Russia Council meeting in Brussels on Wednesday, the 
first since 2019, and OSCE talks in Vienna the next day. The main topic was security proposals 
that Moscow put forward to Washington and NATO late last year amid mounting tensions 
around Ukraine. The suggestions include NATO's non-expansion eastward and a mutual ban on 
stationing intermediate and shorter-range missiles within striking distance of each other's 
territory.
The US and allies insist NATO's open door policy is not subject to discussion, but express 
readiness to talk about issues where progress is possible. Russia maintains its package of 
proposals is "not a menu," and the alliance's non-enlargement is central thereto.
"Too soon to know about individual items of progress but the US seems positive on some form 
of missile deployment limitations. Russia will need to consider those and respond. Normally 
linkage is employed by both sides to promote their objectives and the maxim that nothing is 
decided until everything is decided is always a starting position and often also hangs on until the 
end," Pickering said.
When asked about progress in resuming NATO-Russia contacts, the former diplomat replied 
that "one can only hope so."
"It is a good set of subjects for an interim arrangement while negotiations continue, but there is 
as of now no sign of that happening," he noted.
According to the former undersecretary, the main achievement of the talks is the talks 
themselves, scheduling or accepting more talks, as well as reviewing the presentations made by 
each side "with an interest in making progress to avoid a conflict."
Tensions around Ukraine intensified over the past several months after Russia was accused of 
building up troops near the Ukrainian border, allegedly preparing for an invasion. Moscow has 
denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near Russian borders, which it 
deems a threat to its national security. Russia says it has the right to move forces within its own 
territory.
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Cyberattack on Ukrainian Government Wbbsites 'Relatively Unsophisticated' - Sullivan

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The cyberattack on Ukrainian government websites 
earlier on Friday was relatively unsophisticated with claims about hacked data yet to have borne 
out, US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said.
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"This was a relatively unsophisticated attack. We don't think that some of the claims made on 
the website when they were hacked about all the data getting grabbed and leaked and so forth, 
have borne out yet. So, we're still getting to the bottom of it," Sullivan told CNN on Friday.
Earlier in the day, Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Oleg Nikolenko said the ministry’s 
websites and those of several other government agencies were down due to malicious cyber 
activities.
The website of the Education Ministry displayed a message about an alleged leak of Ukrainians' 
personal data on the internet.
White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said the United States, its allies and partners are 
concerned about the attack and are in touch with the Ukrainian authorities to assess any 
additional impacts and offer support. US President Joe Biden was briefed on the incident, Psaki 
added.
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Lebanon Should Fear US Sanctions Violations in Planning to Boost Energy Supply - Senator

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - Lebanon should worry about violating US sanctions over 
a plan to purchase energy from nearby states that would transit Syria contrary to what US 
ambassador to Lebanon Dorothy Shea told the Lebanese government in a letter, Senator Ted 
Cruz said.
Shea sent a letter to the Lebanese government in which she told the authorities not to worry if 
they attempt to obtain energy supplies from nearby countries in order to address the severe 
shortage in Lebanon.
"Exceptionally poor advice. Lebanon should absolutely worry about violating US sanctions. So 
should every other country involved. Congress isn't going to allow Team Biden to enrich Iran's 
proxies, especially not bloody tyrants like Assad. US sanctions will be enforced,” Cruz said via 
Twitter on Friday.
Oher lawmakers, such as US Congressman Joe Wilson, echoed Cruz’s view. Wilson said the 
Caesar Act, which sanctions the Syrian government for alleged war crimes, is clear and 
Congress will hold the Biden administration accountable for any sanctions relief provided to 
Syrian President Bashar Assad.
Lebanon’s energy and economic crisis will not be solved by enriching “mass murderer Assad” 
and Iran’s proxies, Wilson added.
The plan to ease Lebanon’s power shortage would transport Egyptian gas to Lebanon through a 
pipeline that transits Jordan and Syria.
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WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) -

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* The US Defense Department has "very credible" intelligence indicating that Russia is laying 
the groundwork that would serve as a pretext for an invasion of Ukraine, Kirby said on Friday.
* The US Defense Department does not see a need for a deconfliction line with Russia in 
Ukraine because US military officials already have direct lines of communication with their 
Russian counterparts, Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby said on Friday.
* Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is seeking a trilateral summit with the leaders of 
Russia and the United States, and Washington has already shown interest in this idea, the head 
of the Ukrainian presidential office, Andriy Yermak, said.
* Russia has not received a proposal from Washington for a US-Russia-Ukraine summit,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told Sputnik.
* The Biden administration has nothing to preview regarding Ukraine’s idea of a trilateral summit 
with the United States and Russia, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said.
* Ukraine did not outline agenda when proposing to hold a virtual summit Russia-US-Ukraine, a 
source in Moscow told Sputnik.

EUROPEAN ENERGY MARKETS
* Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak said on Friday that he believes Gazprom and 
Russia were not to blame for the European energy crisis.

KAZAKHSTAN
* Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev instructed the Prosecutor General’s Office to 
mitigate punishment for citizens detained during mass riots and after the introduction of a state 
of emergency in the republic, in the absence of aggravating circumstances.
* The state of emergency will be lifted on Saturday in a number of regions of Kazakhstan, the 
country is returning to normal life, CSTO Secretary-General Stanislav Zas said.
* The deployment of CSTO peacekeepers into Kazakhstan was timely, the appeal of President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev reflected the difficult situation in the country, Zas said.

US SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA
* US Senator Marco Rubio introduced a bill to sanction Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
other officials in the event Russia invades Ukraine.
* Russia will withstand possible US sanctions on the secondary market for public debt, Finance 
Minister Anton Siluanov said.

ARMENIA-TURKEY TALKS
* Russia welcomes the first meeting between the special envoys of Armenia and Turkey in 
Moscow on Friday and hopes that it will be successful, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said.
* The negotiations between the special envoys of Turkey and Armenia in Moscow were held in a 
positive atmosphere and the date of the next meeting will be agreed via diplomatic channels, 
the Turkish Foreign Ministry said.
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CYBERATTACK IN UKRAINE
* The United States and its allies are concerned about the cyberattack on Ukrainian sites, and 
President Joe Biden has been briefed on the incident, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki 
said on Friday.
* The United States will provide Ukraine with whatever support it needs to recover from a 
cyber-attack that hit its government websites earlier in the day, the National Security Council 
said.
* The United Nations has no firsthand knowledge of the recent cyberattack on Ukraine, but 
wants the incident to be thoroughly investigated, spokesperson Farhan Haq said.
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Iranian National Charged With Conspiracy to Illegally Export US Electronics - Justice Dept

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - Adual citizen of Iran and the United States has been 
charged with conspiracy to illegally export electronic equipment and technology to the 
government of Iran and other users in the country in violation of the sanctions regime imposed 
on Tehran, the US Justice Department said on Friday.
"Acriminal complaint has been unsealed in federal court in Brooklyn charging Kambiz Attar 
Kashani, a dual citizen of the United States and Iran, with conspiring to illegally export US 
goods, technology, and services to end users in Iran, including the Government of Iran, in 
violation of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (lEEPA),” the Justice 
Department said in a press release.
It is alleged that the defendant conspired to illegally export goods and technology to the Central 
Bank of Iran classified by the US government as a specially designated entity acting for or on 
behalf of a terrorist organization, the release said.
Between February 2019 and June 2021, Kashani and his co-conspirators used two front 
companies registered in the United Arab Emirates to perpetrate an illegal shipping scheme by 
intentionally concealing from the US companies that the goods were intended for Iran, 
according to the release.
Kashani was arrested in Chicago, Illinois on Thursday and had an initial appearance before a 
magistrate judge earlier in the day.
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US State Dept. Approves Possible $88Mln Sale of Drone Intelligence Sensors to France

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The State Department has approved the possible $88 
million sale of intelligence sensor systems for unmanned aerial drones to France by the United 
States, the US Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) said on Friday.
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"The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to 
the Government of France of MQ-9 Communications Intelligence Sensor Pod Suites and related 
equipment for an estimated cost of $88 million," DSCAsaid in a press release.
France requested to buy up to eight Communications Intelligence Sensor Pod Suites, as well as 
related ground handling equipment, repair parts, accessories, software and technical 
documentation, DSCAsaid.
The proposed equipment sale will support the foreign policy goals and national security 
objectives of the United States by helping to improve the security of a NATO ally, DSCA added.
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Ex-Obama Adviser Pleads Guilty to Stealing Charter School Funds - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - Aformer Obama administration adviser pleaded guilty to 
stealing hundreds of thousands of dollars from charter schools and faces up to 20 years in 
prison, US Attorney Damian Williams said on Friday.
"Seth Andrew, a former White House advisor, admitted today to devising a scheme to steal from 
the very same schools he helped create," Williams said in a press release. "Andrew now faces 
time in federal prison for abusing his position and robbing those he promised to help."
The release said Andrew pleaded guilty to one count of wire fraud and faces up to 20 years in 
prison. He also agreed to repay the $144,473 he stole from the charter school.
Andrew will be sentenced on April 14, the release said.
Andrew helped create a number of charter schools in New York City in 2005, which led to new 
opportunities starting in 2013 when he started working for the Department of Education followed 
up by a role as a senior White House adviser on education, the release said.
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Bipartisan Group of US Senators to Travel to Ukraine on Sunday - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - A bipartisan group of US senators will visit Ukraine on 
Sunday following a week of security talks between NATO countries and Russia to resolve 
tensions in Eastern Europe, Politico reported on Friday citing sources.
Politico reported that Senators Jeanne Shaheen, Robert Portman, Chris Murphy, and Kevin 
Cramer will be making the trip to Ukraine on Sunday and expect to return to Washington on 
Tuesday.
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US to Start Distributing SOOMIn Free At-Home COVID-19 Tests on January 19 - White House

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United States will make 500 million free at-home 
COVI D-19 tests available to the American public for order on January 19 in an attempt to 
mitigate the spread of the coronavirus amid an unprecedented rise in infections and 
hospitalizations, the White House said on Friday.
"A half-billion tests will be available for order on January 19th and will be mailed directly to 
American households,” the White House said in a press release. "Americans will be able to 
order their tests online at COVIDTests.gov, and tests will typically ship within 7-12 days of 
ordering."
Earlier this week, the White House said Americans with private insurance coverage will be able 
to receive up to eight free at-home coronavirus tests per month after the Biden administration 
mandated insurance companies to increase access to testing.
During the initial phase, Americans will be able to order up to four and not eight at-home rapid 
tests, the release noted.
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US Calls on China to Let Activist Visit America After Wife's Death - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) -The Biden administration has called on the government 
of China to allow veteran human rights activist Guo Feixiong to travel to the United States and 
meet with his children there following the death of his wife, State Department Spokesperson 
Ned Price said on Friday.
"\Ne call on the PRC [People's Republic of China] to immediately grant Guo humanitarian relief 
and allow his travel to the United States to be reunited with his children and grieve the passing 
of his wife," Price said in a statement.
Guo was detained in January 2021 when he attempted to board a plane from Shanghai to the 
United States and is currently being held incommunicado, Price added.
Price said Chinese authorities have subjected the human righs defender to years of 
mistreatment and denied foreign travel for his peaceful advocacy.
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US Court Sentences Ex-Pentagon Official to 7.5 Years in Prison for Bribes - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia 
has sentenced a former Department of Defense official to 7.5 years in prison for accepting
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bribes and other fraudulent activities while overseeing a federal telecommunications contract at 
the Office of Inspector General, the Department of Justice said on Friday.
"A former official of the US Department of Defense’s Office of Inspector General (DoD OIG) was 
sentenced today to 7.5 years in prison for accepting bribes and defrauding the government, 
among other crimes, in relation to a contract he oversaw at the DoD OIG,” the Department of 
Justice said in a press release.
The defendant, Matthew LumHo, was employed at the Department of Defense’s Information 
Services Directorate and responsible for the administration of a contract that would allow 
ordering telecommunications services and equipment from a national telecommunications 
company, the release said.
Beginning in 2012, LumHo solicited and accepted bribes from co-conspirator William Wilson to 
steer information technology services to Wlson’s company, which received business without 
any competition and despite lack of any relevant experience, the release said.
LumHo and Wlson were defrauding the US government by dramatically increasing the prices 
for standard IT support that was described as specialized IT-related support in service orders, 
the release also said.
Co-conspirators used payroll payments to a relative of LumHo to hide and later cash the bribes 
deposited into an account controlled by LumHo, the release added.
Wlson is scheduled to be sentenced on February 4, according to the release.
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Ex-Pharma CEO Shkreli Banned for Life From Drug Industry, Fined $64Mln - US Judge

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - A US judge ordered former Pharmaceutical CEO Martin 
Shkreli to pay a $64.6 million fine and banned him from the pharmaceutical industry for life, 
court records revealed on Friday.
"Shkreli is liable on each on the claims president in this action. An injunction shall issue banning 
him for life from participating in the pharmaceutical industry in any capacity," Judge Denise Cote 
wrote in the ruling. "He is ordered to pay the Plaintiff States $64.6 million in disgorgement." 
Shkreli was convicted in 2017 and sentenced to seven years in prison the following year on two 
counts of securities fraud and one count of conspiracy to commit securities fraud for misleading 
investors on vital details and the bleak financial market performance of the MSMB Capital and 
MSMB Healthcare hedge funds he oversaw.
Shkreli gained notoriety in 2015 when Turing Pharmaceuticals raised the price of the medication 
Daraprim by more than 5,000 percent.
Daraprim is used to treat a common parasite that can cause debilitating or even fatal infections 
in individuals with a compromised immune system, such as those who have contracted 
HIV/AIDS.
The Supreme Court also ordered Shkreli to surrender his ownership of a $5-million stock 
account used as collateral for a now-revoked release bond.
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US Arrests 3 Men on Felony Charges Linked to January 6 Riot - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US authorities have arrested three Florida residents 
on felony charges for their role in the breach of the Capitol on January 6, 2021, the Justice 
Department said on Friday.
"Three Florida men were arrested yesterday on felony charges related to the breach of the US 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, which disrupted a joint session of the US Congress that was in the 
process of ascertaining and counting the electoral votes related to the presidential election," the 
Justice Department said in a press release.
The authorities arrested 28-year-old Alan Fischer III, 33-year-old Zachary Johnson and 
61 -year-old Dion Rajewski on charges including civil disorder and assaulting officers with a 
dangerous weapon, the release said.
Fischer reportedly marched to the Capitol with members of the Proud Boys organization, which 
describes itself as a "pro-Western fraternal organization," the release said.
There, Fischer joined others in pushing against law enforcement, as well as throwing chairs and 
other objects as officers, the release also said.
Johnson and Rajewski are accused of attending the event with pepper spray, with Johnson 
being accused of aiding and abetting its use against officers, the release added.
More than 725 individuals have been arrested in connection with crimes related to the events at 
the US Capitol on January 6, according to the release.
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FEMA Chief Says Expanding Policy to Staff Hospitals With US States' National Guard Troops

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
is expanding its policy to provide US states with additional capability to fill critical hospital 
support roles with National Guard troops, FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell said on Friday. 
“As critical as our doctors and nurses are, countless other professionals keep our hospitals 
running. Patient transporters, food workers and cleaning staff are all at the heart of these 
healthcare facilities. And so for that reason, with the President’s support, I am now directing an 
expansion of our FEMA policy to permit funding to states who elect to use National Guard 
troops to fill these critical support roles in hospitals,” Criswell said during a press briefing.
In December, the Biden administration deployed hundreds of FEMA ambulance and Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) crews to transport patients amid an increase of COVID-19 cases. An 
additional 1,000 military doctors, nurses and medics were also mobilized to help staff hospitals. 
FEMA support to partners has not stopped and will not stop until the coronavirus pandemic is 
over, and the most critical need right now is staffing US hospitals, Criswell said.
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US Inspector General Pleads Guilty to Scheme to Defraud Federal Government - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The former Acting Inspector General for the Department 
of Homeland Security, Charles Edwards, pleaded guilty to stealing confidential software from the 
US federal government to use for his personal benefit, the Department of Justice said on Friday. 
"A former Acting Inspector General for the US Department of Homeland Security, Office of 
Inspector General (DHS-OIG) pleaded guilty today to federal charges stemming from the theft of 
proprietary software and sensitive databases from the US government," the Justice Department 
said in a press release.
The release said Edwards, 61, used the stolen software to start his own business - Delta 
Business Solution Inc. - which was a commercially-owned version of a case management 
system that would be offered for sale to government agencies.
Edwards' sentencing has not been scheduled, the release added.
Edwards worked as Acting Inspector General from February 2008 to December 2013, but prior 
to serving in that role he worked for the Office of the Inspector General at the US Postal Service, 
according to the release.
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US Not Ready to Classify N. Korea Missile Launch as Hypersonic, Still Assessing - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department is still assessing the 
details of North Korea’s latest test launch but it continues to categorize it as nothing beyond a 
ballistic missile, Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby said on Friday when asked if it was 
classified as hypersonic.
"There was another launch yesterday which we have assessed to be of a ballistic nature, we're 
continuing to consult with our allies and partners and with the international community about 
best steps forward... We're still conducting an intel assessment of it, we're not at the point where 
we’re willing and able to go beyond classifying as a ballistic missile launch," Kirby said during a 
press briefing.
Pyongyang has shown no interest to work towards denuclearization in the Korean Peninsula, 
Kirby said.
The United States will continue to meet its security treaty commitments to South Korea to 
ensure the alliance is ready to fight at a moments notice, Kirby added.
Earlier in the day, North Korea test-launched a missile for the third time this year. The missile fell 
in the Sea of Japan outside of Japan's exclusive economic zone.
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On Tuesday, North Korea test-launched a missile that it claimed was hypersonic. The missile 
flew 620 miles at an altitude of about 37 miles. North Korea also test-launched a missile on 
January 5.
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White House Claims Russia Preparing False Flag as Pretext for Ukraine Invasion 
(Adds details in paras 3-4)
WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US has information that Russia is planning to 
fabricate a pretext for an invasion of Ukraine by using operatives to carry out a false flag event, 
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday.
"As part of its plans, Russia’s laying the groundwork to have the option of fabricating a pretext 
for invasion," Psaki told a press briefing. "We have information that indicates Russia has already 
pre-positioned a group of operatives to conduct a false flag operation in eastern Ukraine. The 
operatives are trained in urban warfare and in using explosives to carry out acts of sabotage 
against Russia’s own proxy forces."
The activities such as sabotage and information operations are similar to those seen in 2014, 
prior to Crimea being incorporated into Russia, Psaki said. The Russian military plans to launch 
these activities several weeks before an invasion, which could begin between mid-January and 
mid-February, Psaki claimed.
US information also indicates that Russian influence actors are starting to fabricate Ukrainian 
provocations in state and social media to justify a Russian intervention, sow divisions in 
Ukraine, and blame the West for escalating tensions, Psaki said.
Russia has repeatedly denied accusations that they intend to invade and reserved their right to 
move troops within their own territory. On Thursday, US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
said that the American intelligence community has no assessment at the moment that Russia 
has definitely decided to invade Ukraine.
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Pentagon Says US Has Information Russia Working to Create Pretext for Ukraine Invasion 
(Modifies headline, adds details, background in paras 4,5)
WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department has "very credible" 
intelligence indicating that Russia is laying the groundwork that would serve as a pretext for an 
invasion of Ukraine, spokesperson John Kirby said on Friday.
"We have information that they [Russia] pre-positioned a group of operatives to conduct what 
we call a ‘false flag’ operation, an operation designed to look like an attack on them or their 
people, or Russian speaking people in Ukraine, again, as an excuse to go in," Kirby said during 
a press briefing. "\Ne already have indications that Russian influence actors are already starting
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to fabricate Ukrainian provocations in both state and social media, to try to justify in advance 
some sort of pretext for incursion."
Kirby did not specify what kind of intelligence the United States has about the alleged Russian 
preparations to invade Ukraine.
Pentagon is not ready to announce how the United States will communicate what it is seeing on 
the ground in Ukraine but thought it was important to demonstrate to Russia it is aware of what 
if going on there, Kirby added.
Tensions around Ukraine intensified over the past several weeks after an alleged Russian troop 
buildup near the Ukrainian border and claims of preparations for an invasion. Moscow has 
repeatedly denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near Russian borders, 
which it deems a threat to its national security. Russia has also affirmed that it has the right to 
move forces within its own territory.
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Estonian Envoy to UN Says Doubts W&r Possible Between Russia, Ukraine

UNITED NATIONS, January 14 (Sputnik) - Russia and Ukraine have too much to lose if they 
enter a military conflict which is why it is dubitable that war will break out, Estonia's Ambassador 
to the United Nations Sven Jurgenson said on Friday.
"I doubt there will be war, [as each side] understands there is much to lose,” Jurgenson said 
during a briefing dedicated to the conclusion of Estonia's membership in the UN Security 
Council 2020-21.
Tensions around Ukraine intensified over the past several weeks after the West alleged that 
Russia engaged in a troop buildup near the Ukrainian border and claimed Moscow prepares for 
an invasion. Russia has repeatedly denied the accusations and warned it considers NATO's 
military activity near its borders a threat to its national security. Russia has also said it reserves 
the right to move its forces within its sovereign territory.
On Wednesday, Russia and NATO delegations met for talks on the Moscow-proposed security 
guarantees. NATO enlargement was the main topic on the agenda amid Russia's grave 
concerns over the additional emergence of military infrastructure on its borders if Ukraine or any 
other country in the post-Soviet space became a member of the alliance.
NATO emphasized that it would not change its stance on the right of sovereign nations to join 
the alliance on a voluntary basis but expressed hope for further dialogue with Russia.
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White House Says Nothing to Preview on US-Russia-Ukraine Summit
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WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has nothing to preview 
regarding Ukraine's idea of a trilateral summit with the United States and Russia, White House 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki said on Friday.
"I have nothing to preview in terms of the next steps on negotiations or talks," Psaki told 
reporters, when asked to comment on Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s proposal to 
hold the trilateral summit.
Members of delegations returned to their capitals from security talks in Europe and are now 
discussing future efforts, she added.
Psaki repeated Washington's position that Moscow has to choose a way forward.
"\Ne are ready regardless of what they decide. If they decide they are going to invade Ukraine, 
there are going to be economic consequences that go far beyond 2014," she said. "If they 
decide they want to engage in diplomatic conversation and talks, we are very open to that, and 
are hoping they will do that."
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Pentagon Says Does Not See Need for Hotline With Russia for Deconfliction on Ukraine

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The Defense Department does not see a need for a 
deconfliction line with Russia in Ukraine because US military officials already have direct lines of 
communication with their Russian counterparts, Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby said on 
Friday.
"There's no deconfliction line in Ukraine with Russia, but we have many lines of communication 
with Russia including direct communication with Russian military leaders," Kirby said during a 
press briefing. "We have direct lines of communication with them so I don't think we need a 
hotline necessarily with respect to Ukraine."
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UN Has No Firsthand Knowledge of Cyberattack on Ukraine, Wants to See Probe

UNITED NATIONS, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United Nations has no firsthand knowledge of 
the recent cyberattack on Ukraine, but wants the incident to be thoroughly investigated, 
spokesman Farhan Haq said on Friday.
Earlier in the day, Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman Oleg Nikolenko said the websites of 
the ministry and some other government agencies were down due to malicious cyberactivities. 
The website of the education ministry displayed a message about an alleged leak of personal 
data of Ukrainians onto the internet.
"We have no firsthand information on this but, of course, we would be concerned about any 
effort to target the infrastructure of another country by any parties. We want to make sure that
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such attacks are thoroughly investigated and are rectified so that they can be prevented from 
recurring," Haq told a briefing.
The Ukrainian State Service of Special Communication and Information Protection said that 
most of the websites had been restored and personal information had not been disseminated. 
The agency called the attack the most powerful in the past four years.
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US Has Information Russia \Aforks to Create Pretext for Ukraine Invasion - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department has "very credible" 
intelligence indicating that Russia is laying the groundwork that would serve as a pretext for an 
invasion of Ukraine, spokesperson John Kirby said on Friday.
“We have information that they [Russia] pre-positioned a group of operatives to conduct what 
we call a ‘false flag’ operation, an operation designed to look like an attack on them or their 
people, or Russian speaking people in Ukraine, again, as an excuse to go in," Kirby said during 
a press briefing. "We already have indications that Russian influence actors are already starting 
to fabricate Ukrainian provocations in both state and social media, to try to justify in advance 
some sort of pretext for incursion."
Kirby did not specify what kind of intelligence the United States has about the alleged Russian 
preparations to invade Ukraine.
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White House Claims Russia Preparing False Flag as Pretext for Ukraine Invasion

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US has information that Russia is planning to 
fabricate a pretext for an invasion of Ukraine by using operatives to carry out a false flag event, 
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday.
"As part of its plans, Russia’s laying the groundwork to have the option of fabricating a pretext 
for invasion," Psaki told a press briefing. "We have information that indicates Russia has already 
pre-positioned a group of operatives to conduct a false flag operation in eastern Ukraine. The 
operatives are trained in urban warfare and in using explosives to carry out acts of sabotage 
against Russia’s own proxy forces."
The US intelligence community has no assessment at the moment that Russia has definitely 
decided to invade Ukraine, National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said on Thursday. Russia 
has repeatedly denied accusations that they intend to invade and reserved their right to move 
troops within their own territory.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/18/2022 10:56:04 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/18/2022 10:56:04 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Concerned About Ukraine Cyberattack, Biden Has Been Briefed - White House

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United States and its allies are concerned about the 
cyberattack on Ukrainian sites, and President Joe Biden has been briefed on the incident, White 
House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday.
"The United States and our allies and partners are concerned about this cyberattack, and the 
President has been briefed. We are also in touch with Ukrainians and have offered our support 
as Ukraine investigates the impact and nature and recovers from the incident," Psaki told a 
press briefing.
The US does not have attribution at this time, Psaki also said. The US will continue to work with 
Ukraine to assess any additional impacts, she added.
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Still Time, Space for Diplomacy With Russia, Nobody Wbnts Ukraine Invaded -Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - There is still time and space to pursue a diplomatic path 
to resolve tensions between Russia and Ukraine and nobody wants to see Ukraine being 
invaded, Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said on Friday.
“V\fe still here, in the [Defense] Department, believe that there's time and space for diplomacy,” 
Kirby said during a press briefing. “No one wants to see another invasion and incursion of 
Ukraine."
1/14/2022 12:15:45 PM -05:00
Biden to Hold Formal Press Conference on Wednesday - White House 
WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will give a formal press 
conference on January 19, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said on Friday.
"Next Wednesday the President will hold a formal press conference at 4 p.m. in the afternoon. 
The President looks forward to speaking directly to the American people," Psaki told a press 
briefing.
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Rubio Introduces Bill to Sanction Putin, Russian Officials in Event of Ukraine Invasion 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 5-10)
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WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - US Senator Marco Rubio announced in a statement on 
Friday that he has introduced a bill to sanction Russian President Vladimir Putin and other 
officials in the event Russia invades Ukraine.
"US Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) introduced the Deterring Authoritarian Hostilities Act of 2022, 
a bill to impose immediate and harsh, personal sanctions on Vladimir Putin and the rest of the 
authoritarian leadership of Russia if Russian troops further invade Ukraine. The bill would, for 
the first time, impose sanctions on Putin himself, and on the sectors of the Russian economy his 
regime depends on to personally enrich itself," the statement said.
The proposed legislation would not be dependent on "Biden to decide what constitutes an 
incursion into Ukraine," the statement added.
Rubio said a core part of any strategy to force Russia to back down is to make the 
consequences of an invasion “extremely painful” for Russian oligarchs that allegedly finance 
Putin’s rule.
“President Biden does not seem to understand that America must project strength and resolve, 
not weakness. I urge my Senate colleagues to work with me to pass this bill before it is too late," 
Rubio said.
The bill requires the US President to bar all transactions with Russian companies in the energy, 
financial, mining and aerospace sectors of its economy.
The measure would also mandate the US President to impose sanctions on the Society for 
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications (SWIFT) if it refuses to stop servicing 
Russian banks and companies listed in the bill.
Moreover, the bill will also re-impose sanctions on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline and require a 
strategy from the US Secretary of State on how to engage Washington's allies and partners to 
introduce matching sanctions.
On Wednesday, a group of Democratic senators introduced another bill - backed by the White 
House - that would bring "severe costs" to the Russian economy in the event of an invasion of 
Ukraine. The bill includes similar provisions on blocking the property of the top Russian officials 
and transactions with Russian financial entities.
Tensions around Ukraine intensified over the past several weeks after an alleged Russian troop 
buildup near the Ukrainian border and claims of preparations for an invasion. Moscow has 
repeatedly denied the accusations and warned it considers NATO's military activity near 
Russia’s borders a threat to its national security. Russia has also said it reserves the right to 
move its forces within its sovereign territory.
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Biden Announces Nominations for Federal Reserve Vice Chair for Supervision, Governors

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - US President Biden on Friday nominated Sarah Bloom 
Raskin to serve as vice chair for supervision of the Federal Reserve, while Lisa Cook and Philip 
Jefferson were named as nominees for governors of the central bank.
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"Today, President Biden announced the nomination of Sarah Bloom Raskin to serve as Vice 
Chair for Supervision of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and the 
nomination of Lisa Cook and Philip Jefferson to serve on the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System," the statement said.
Biden said he hopes that the group will bring much-needed expertise to the Federal Reserve. 
"They will continue the important work of steering us on a path to a strong, sustainable recovery, 
while making sure that price increases do not become entrenched over the long term. I have full 
confidence in the strong leadership of this group of nominees, and that they have the 
experience, judgement, and integrity to lead the Federal Reserve and to help build our economy 
back better for working families," he stated.
Meanwhile, US Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen called on the Senate to act swiftly to 
confirm the nominations.
"We continue to face new challenges as we confront the pandemic and its variants, but we have 
made remarkable strides to put our economy on strong footing. I am confident these nominees 
will build on that progress. I also know that these individuals will respect the tradition of an 
independent Fed, as they work to fight inflation, support a strong labor market and ensure our 
economic growth benefits all workers," she said.
The announcement comes a day after Fed Vice Chair Lael Brainard said that inflation 
expanding at 7% or more per year is too high for the United States, and the Federal Reserve 
needs to bring it back to the annual target of 2%. Brainard’s comments came after the Labor 
Department reported on Wednesday that US consumer prices rose 7% in the year to December, 
indicating the fastest inflationary growth since 1982.
The data gathered from the Consumer Price Index is closely watched by the Fed to determine 
the timing for its first pandemic-era rate increase.
The Federal Reserve has not raised rates since the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic in 
March of 2020, keeping them at between zero and 0.25% over the past 20 months. But officials 
of the US central bank say a series of interest rate hikes will be needed now to counter inflation, 
as prices have soared from the lows of the pandemic due to trillions of dollars of federal 
spending in pandemic relief, higher wage demands, and supply chain disruptions.
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US Plans to Provide Ukraine With Weapons, Training Amid Tensions With Russia - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department and CIA plan to help 
Ukrainian insurgents amid tensions with Russia by training soldiers and providing weapons, the 
New York Times reported on Friday citing unnamed Biden administration officials.
The US government could help the insurgents in Ukraine - overtly through the Defense 
Department and covertly through CIA - by providing them training in nearby countries, logistical 
support and weapons, the Biden administration officials reportedly said.
Training forces in NATO's eastern flank countries such as Poland, Romania and Slovakia could 
enable Ukrainian insurgents to slip in and out of the country, the officials also said.
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The US government has warned Russia of severe consequences should it choose to invade 
Ukraine, including coordinated economic sanctions, a change in NATO force posture and 
increased assistance to Kiev.
The US intelligence community has not determined whether Russia has "definitely" decided to 
invade Ukraine, National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said on Thursday.
Russia has repeatedly denied accusations that it intends to invade Ukraine but has said it 
reserved their right to move troops within its sovereign territory. Russia has also warned that it 
considers NATO's activities on its borders as a threat to its national security.
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Rubio Introduces Bill to Sanction Putin, Russian Officials in Event of Ukraine Invasion

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - US Sen. Marco Rubio on Friday introduced a bill to 
sanction President Vladimir Putin and other Russian officials in the event of any invasion of 
Ukraine.
"U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) introduced the Deterring Authoritarian Hostilities Act of 2022, 
a bill to impose immediate and harsh, personal sanctions on Vladimir Putin and the rest of the 
authoritarian leadership of Russia if Russian troops further invade Ukraine. The bill would, for 
the first time, impose sanctions on Putin himself, and on the sectors of the Russian economy his 
regime depends on to personally enrich itself," the statement said.
The proposed legislation would not be dependent on "Biden to decide what constitutes an 
incursion into Ukraine," it added.
"A core part of any strategy to force Vladimir Putin to back down is to make the consequences 
of an invasion extremely painful for the oligarchs that prop up his control of Russia. President 
Biden does not seem to understand that America must project strength and resolve, not 
weakness. I urge my Senate colleagues to work with me to pass this bill before it is too late," 
Rubio said.
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US to Provide Any Support Ukraine Needs to Recover From Cyberattack - White House

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United States will provide Ukraine with whatever 
support it needs to recover from a cyber-attack that hit its government websites earlier in the 
day, the White House National Security Council said.
"While we continue to assess the impact with the Ukrainians, it seems limited so far with 
websites coming back online ... We will provide Ukraine with whatever support it needs to 
recover," the US National Security Council said in a statement circulated by reporters.
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A number of Ukrainian government websites, including the one of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
were attacked by unknown hackers on Friday. A message in three languages appeared on the 
pages of the sites, stating that all the personal data of Ukrainians were uploaded into the 
Internet.
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN Mission in Kazakhstan Does Not See Need for Additional Security Measures - 
Spokesperson

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United Nations mission in Kazakhstan does not see 
the need for additional security measures related to the recent unrest in the country, 
spokesperson Elnara Baynazarova told Sputnik on Friday.
“There is no necessity currently for additional steps to improve security besides those already 
taken,” Baynazarova said, adding that the mission continues to monitor the situation in the 
country.
During the recent protests, the United Nations team had several contacts with the authorities in 
Kazakhstan.
"During those exchanges, we have repeated calls to show restraint, refrain from violence and 
use peaceful means to resolve the situation,” she said.
Protests erupted in the cities of Aktau and Zhanaozen in southwestern Kazakhstan last week 
over a twofold increase in fuel prices. The protests spread to the country's largest city and 
economic hub, Almaty, as well as to other cities, but were hijacked by foreign-supported terrorist 
groups. The resulting violence against private property and government offices forced the 
Kazakh government to seek help from the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO). The 
CSTO deployed a peacekeeping contingent that helped address the terrorist threat and 
stabilize the situation.
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UN Mission Employees Unaffected by Recent Protests in Kazakhstan - Spokeswoman

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - Employees of the UN mission in Kazakhstan were not 
injured and did not face any life-threatening situations during recent protests, spokeswoman 
Elnara Bainazarova told Sputnik on Friday.
"UN employees did not have any injuries or other life-threatening situations," Bainazarova said. 
The United Nations system took all necessary measures to ensure the safety of its employees, 
she pointed out.
Protests erupted in Kazakhstan in early January following a twofold increase in gas prices. The 
protests turned into riots, and the Kazakh government said they had been hijacked by terrorist
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groups aided by foreign actors. President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev declared a nationwide state 
of emergency until January 19 and invited Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) 
peacekeeping forces to help bring the situation under control. Tokayev dismissed the 
government and appointed a new prime minister.
The situation has since been stabilized, and CSTO peacekeepers have begun to withdraw.
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UN Mission Wslcomes Return of 'Relative' Calm in Kazakhstan

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The UN mission in Kazakhstan appreciates that 
"relative" calm and order have been restored in the country following violent protests in early 
January, spokeswoman Elnara Bainazarova told Sputnik on Friday.
"First of all, we welcome the relative calm that seems to have returned to most of the country," 
Bainazarova said.
She expressed regret over the violence, loss of life, and damage that resulted from the unrest. 
"UN expresses its sympathies to the people and the government of Kazakhstan, in particular 
families who lost their loved ones, and those wounded," she added.
Bainazarova highlighted the UN team's readiness to support efforts to find a sustainable solution 
to the crisis.
"We continue focusing on supporting the people and the government of Kazakhstan in achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals through national development plans and national priorities," 
she stated.
Speaking of the impact the events had on the operations of the mission, she said they were 
affected to the extent which other missions have experienced, citing security issues and 
temporarily restricted access to communication services.
Protests erupted in Kazakhstan in early January following a twofold increase in gas prices. The 
protests turned into riots, and the Kazakh government said they had been hijacked by terrorist 
groups aided by foreign actors. President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev declared a nationwide state 
of emergency until January 19 and invited Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) 
peacekeeping forces to help bring the situation under control. Tokayev dismissed the 
government and appointed a new prime minister.
The situation has since been stabilized, and CSTO peacekeepers have begun their withdrawal.
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US Has Information Russia Preparing False-Flag in Ukraine as Pretext for Attack - Reports
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WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United States has information indicating that Russia 
is preparing a false-flag event in Ukraine to create a pretext for an invasion, CNN reported on 
Friday citing an anonymous US official.
The US government has evidence that Russia has placed a group of operatives trained in urban 
warfare and sabotage against Russia’s own proxy forces in eastern Ukraine to conduct a 
false-flag event that will create a pretext for an invasion, the report said.
The Russian military plans to begin such activities several weeks before conducting an invasion, 
which could take place between mid-January and mid-February, the report said.
It is the same playbook seen in 2014 with respect to Crimea, the report added.
However, the US intelligence community has not made an assessment whether Russia has 
"definitely" decided to take a military course of action in Ukraine, White House National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan said on Thursday.
Tensions around Ukraine intensified over the past several weeks amid an alleged buildup of 
Russian forces near the Ukrainian border and claims of preparations for an invasion. Russia has 
repeatedly denied the accusations, pointing out that it reserves the right to move forces within 
its sovereign territory. Russia has also pointed to NATO's military activity near the Russian 
borders and said it deems to be a threat to its national security.
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Sherman, OSCE Chief Welcome Polish Proposal to Launch European Security Dialogue

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - US Deputy Secretary Wendy Sherman and OSCE 
Secretary General Helga Schmid welcome Poland's proposal to launch a European security 
dialogue at the OSCE to discuss urgent issues confronting the continent, including Russia's 
"military build-up" on the Ukrainian border, State Department spokesman Ned Price said on 
Friday.
"Deputy Secretary \Afendy Sherman spoke today with OSCE Secretary General Helga Schmid 
to discuss Russia’s continued aggression towards Ukraine and using the OSCE as a platform to 
deescalate tensions," Price said.
The sides welcomed the proposal of Polish Chairman-in-Office Zbigniew Rau to launch a 
revitalized European security dialogue at the OSCE.
"This dialogue will enable all 57 OSCE participating States to discuss urgent issues affecting 
European security, such as Russia’s continued and unprovoked military build-up on Ukraine’s 
borders. The Deputy Secretary and OSCE Secretary General agreed the OSCE is a critical 
venue to reduce insecurity and build trust in the region," Price concluded.
Sherman led an American delegation at this week's US-Russia and NATO-Russia talks in which 
the sides discussed tensions around Ukraine and the enlargement of NATO.
Tensions around Ukraine intensified over the past several weeks after an alleged Russian troop 
buildup near the Ukrainian border and claims of preparations for an invasion. Moscow has 
repeatedly denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near Russian borders,
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which it deems a threat to its national security. Russia has also affirmed that it has the right to 
move forces within its own territory.
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US Condemns N. Korea Missile Launch, Remains Committed to Diplomacy - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 14 (Sputnik) - The United States on Friday condemned the latest 
ballistic missile launch by North Korea and emphasized yet again that it remains committed to 
diplomacy to resolve the crisis on the Korean peninsula, the State Department said on Friday. 
Earlier in the day, North Korea test-launched a missile for the third time this year. The missile fell 
in the Sea of Japan outside of Japan's exclusive economic zone.
"The United States condemns the DPRK’s [North Korea’s] ballistic missile launch. This launch is 
in violation of multiple UN Security Council Resolutions and poses a threat to the DPRK’s 
neighbors and the international community. We remain committed to a diplomatic approach to 
the DPRK and call on them to engage in dialogue. Our commitment to the defense of the 
Republic of Korea and Japan remains ironclad," the State Department said.
On Tuesday, North Korea test-launched a missile that it claimed was hypersonic. The missile 
flew 620 miles at an altitude of about 37 miles. North Korea also test-launched a missile on 
January 5.
Following the latest missile launch, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida reaffirmed Tokyo 
would take a set of measures that include the prompt gathering, analysis and sharing of 
information as well as ensuring the safety of aircraft and vessels.
On Thursday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the United States intends to impose 
new sanctions on North Korean persons linked to Pyongyang's missile program and will work 
with South Korea and Japan to craft a proper response.
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