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Violent Israeli Demolition of Palestinian Home in Jerusalem’s Sheikh Jarrah Rebuked by US at 
UN
By - Morgan Artyukhina

The US envoy to the United Nations spoke out on Thursday against the forcible eviction of a 
Palestinian family in the Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah by Israeli police earlier this 
week, saying such actions “exacerbate tensions.” Violence in the district helped spark the 
destructive 11 -day war in Gaza last May.
Speaking at the UN Security Council, US ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield upheld 
Washington’s commitment to the two-state solution articulated in the Oslo peace process, 
condemning “all forms of violence and hatred” as inimical to that goal.
“We are particularly concerned about tensions in the West Bank, Gaza, and in and around 
Jerusalem, especially violence perpetrated against civilians attempting to go about their daily 
lives,” the US envoy said.
“To make progress, both Israel and the Palestinian Authority must refrain from unilateral steps 
that exacerbate tensions and undercut efforts to advance a negotiated two-state solution. That 
includes annexations of territory, settlement activity, demolitions, and evictions - like what we 
saw in Sheikh Jarrah - incitement to violence, and providing compensation for individuals 
imprisoned for acts of terrorism,” she added.
Early on Wednesday morning, roughly a dozen Israeli police officers arrived outside the home of 
the Salhiya family in Sheikh Jarrah, a district in northern East Jerusalem, and dragged the 
house’s 15 occupants outside before demolishing the structure with a bulldozer. It was the 
neighborhood's first eviction since 2017.
According to Yasmin Salhiya, one of the evicted residents, police beat members of her family, 
including children, and fired rubber bullets. They also arrested 25 people, including five 
members of the Salhiya family.
‘In A Battle for 25 Years’
Wednesday’s before-dawn raid was the second attempt by Israeli police: on Monday, protesters 
confronted Israeli forces that included the Yamam counterterrorism unit. Mohammed Salhiya 
took to the house roof with gas canisters and threatened to burn the structure down if Israeli 
forces entered it.
“I will burn the house and everything in it,” Salhiyeh said from the roof. “I will not leave here, only 
from here to the grave, because there is no life, no dignity. I’ve been in a battle with them for 25 
years, they sent me settlers who offered to buy the house and I did not agree.”
While the raid failed to evict them, the family’s tree nursery business was demolished.
Israeli authorities claimed the land had been appropriated for public use since 2017 to build a 
school for children with disabilities, and that the Sulhiya family’s homes were illegal. The family
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had an active appeal in the Jerusalem District Court, with a final hearing scheduled for January 
23.
“There was hope that the family would have more time,” Jawad Siam, head of the Wadi Helweh 
Information Center monitoring group, told Al Jazeera. “The lawyers had put in a request to 
extend the time for the demolition - they were expecting that it would be temporarily halted.” 
Israel’s envoy to the UN, Gilad Erdan, defended the demolitions.
"We are talking about a family that stole public lands for their own private use, while these lands 
have been earmarked for the building of a school for children with special needs," Erdan told the 
UNSC on Thursday.
"This is a municipal issue that has gone through all of the respected channels of the 
independent Israeli legal system, yet nevertheless the Palestinians use this issue - and this 
institution’s Pavlovian anti-Israel response - for their own political gains," he added.
A Half-Century of Evictions
The sought eviction of several Palestinian families from Sheikh Jarrah has made the area a 
major flashpoint in East Jerusalem, with right-wing Jewish groups staging marches through the 
neighborhood and frequent clashes between Palestinian defenders of the four remaining 
families and the Israeli police and civilians who attacked their homes.
Protests against an Israeli court’s ruling against the families in May 2021 coincided with violence 
elsewhere in Jerusalem during Ramadan, including the storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque by Israeli 
police, which together helped set off 11 davs of rocket bombardments by Hamas and airstrikes 
in Gaza by the Israeli Air Force that killed 254 Gazans and 13 Israelis.
In August, the Israeli Supreme Court attempted to reach a compromise solution by which the 
land would be ceded to Nahalat Shimon, the Jewish settler organization awarded the land by a 
lower court, and the four Palestinian families would become “protected tenants” of the group. 
The families rejected the proposal, saying the land was unquestionably theirs. A similar 
proposal was again rejected in November.
In the United Nations partition of the UK’s Palestine Mandate in 1947, neither Palestinians or 
Jewish settlers controlled Jerusalem, which is home to holy sites of both Jews and Muslims, as 
well as Christians. However, in the war that followed, the newly formed state of Israel captured 
the western half of Jerusalem, seizing the eastern half from Jordan in 1967 in an ambush 
offensive that captured the rest of the West Bank, as well.
East Jerusalem’s population was almost purely Palestinian when it was captured, but by 1993, 
Israeli demolitions of Palestinian neighborhoods and other evictions had made Jews a majority 
in East Jerusalem. However, in 2019, the Jerusalem and Brussels-based International Crisis 
Group (ICG) warnedthat present demographic trends could create a new Palestinian majority in 
Jerusalem by 2045.
In violation of international law, Israel annexed East Jerusalem in 1980 and declared the united 
city its capital. Many countries have refused to recognize the move and kept their embassies in 
Tel Aviv, but the US made the shift in 2018, causing several other countries to follow suit.
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US Airstrike in Yemen Reportedly Kills Al-Qaeda Commander Abu Omar al-Hadhrami 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

After the US withdrawal from Afghanistan in August 2021, US President Joe Biden said he was 
committed to ensuring al-Qaeda* did not regroup itself, despite a takeover of the Central Asian 
country by their longtime benefactors, the Taliban.**
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) announced on Friday morning the death of one of its 
commanders, Salih bin Salim bin Ubayd ’Abolan, better known as Abu Omar al-Hadhrami in a 
US airstrike in Yemen. The terror group did not give a date for al-Hadhrami's death.
The most recent reported US airstrike in Yemen was on November 14, 2021, that reportedly 
killed three members of the terrorist group.
"Missiles fired by a US drone struck a traveling vehicle passing on road between the provinces 
of al-Bayda and Shabwa in the country's southern part," a Yemeni military official to China's 
Xinhua News Agency. The report was not carried by US press.
A 2011 report by Long War Journal, a blog affiliated with the right-wing Foundation for Defense 
of Democracies, also referred to a figure named Omar al-Hadhrami, who was affiliated with 
Abdu AN Sharqawi, a Yemeni al-Qaeda associate, and who headed al-Qaeda's efforts in Lahore, 
Pakistan.
The US has waged a drone war against AQAP, which is based in Yemen, since its first strike in 
November 2002. which killed six operatives believed to be connected to the suicide bombing of 
the US Navy destroyer USS Cole in Aden in 2000. The group persisted, and after the Saudi-led 
coalition launched a brutal war against the Yemeni Houthi movement in 2015, AQAP made a 
resurgence. Weapons sold to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, another coalition 
member, were subsequently spotted in the hands of AQAP and other militias on the ground in 
Yemen.
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Merck Reaches Deal With UN to Produce COVID-19 Antiviral Pill in Several Third World Nations 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

American pharmaceutical giant Merck has reached an agreement with the United Nations for 
generic drugmakers in the Third World to produce cheaper versions of its COVID-19 antiviral pill 
molnupiravir.
Merck announced on Tuesday that it would grant voluntary licenses for molnupiravir to 27 
generic drug manufacturers and the Medicines Patent Pool, a UN-backed agency used to obtain 
licenses for cheaper drugs for lower and middle-income countries (LMIC).
By agreeing to the deal, Merck and its partners in producing the drug, Ridgeback 
Biotherapeutics and Emory University, will not receive royalties for molnupiravir sold under the 
deal.
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The firm will also allocate “up to 3 million courses” of molnupiravir for the UN World Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) for distribution in more than 100 LMIC by the middle of 2022, “following 
regulatory authorizations.”
Like other antivirals, molnupiravir is used to treat patients who have already developed 
COVID-19 in order to lessen the impact of the virus, rather than interdict its transmission from 
person to person, as vaccines typically do. The drug interferes with SARS-CoV-2’s ability to 
replicate in human cells, shortening the patient’s infection time and preventing the kind of 
dangerous immune response that can hospitalize or kill them. It was originally developed by 
Emory to treat influenza, but never used due to problems with mutagenicity, and only later did 
Ridgeback and Merck work to further develop the drug.
An official from MPP told Reuters that a five-day course of 40 molnupiravir pills is expected to 
cost about $20 in poorer nations, although they noted that is subject to change. Regardless, it’s 
far below what the US government agreed in June to pay for the first 1.7 million treatment 
courses: $700 per course.
Such an arrangement has long evaded the makers of COVID-19 vaccines, which pushed 
tirelessly to stop a patent waiver by the World Trade Organization that would allow their 
vaccines to be produced in poorer nations, leading institutions from the World Health 
Organization to the International Monetary Fund to condemn the inequality of vaccine 
distribution for prolonging the pandemic.
While some, such as Pfizer and AstraZeneca, have reached deals to allow final assembly of 
their vaccines in countries like India and South Africa, their partner institutions haven’t been 
given the recipes for the vaccine’s ingredients. In Merck’s deal with the MPP, however, partner 
firms will make the entire drug.
However, distribution of molnupiravir will have a number of hurdles, including that the WHO 
hasn’t approved the drug, blocking its availability in many poorer countries without independent 
regulatory bodies. Many nations that do have such bodies have so far declined to approve 
molnupiravir as well, citing a lack of confidence in its effectiveness at treating COVID-19.
Earlier this month, Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) director general Balram 
Bharoava said the drug “has major safety concerns,” leading the Indian Health Ministry to leave 
the drug off its national COVID-19 clinical protocols.
“The US has approved it only based on 1,433 patients with a 3% reduction in moderate disease 
when given in mild cases,” Bhargava explained. “However, we have to remember that this drug 
has major safety concerns. It can cause teratogenicity, mutagenicity, and it can also cause 
cartilage damage and can also be damaging to muscles.”
“More importantly, if this drug is given to a man or a woman, contraception has to be used for 
three months, as the child conceived during that period may have problems with teratogenic 
influences,” he added.
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Oppa Dead Hand Style? PSY Song Plays Over Mysterious Radio Station Believed to be 
Russian Fail-Safe
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By - Morgan Artyukhina

An enigmatic radio station believed to be a Russian nuclear fail-safe device suddenly began 
playing South Korean dance music over the weekend. Is it the end of the world, or just some 
radio pirates who are ready to party?
Observers have noticed something pretty unusual about an already-unusual radio station.
The station presently uses the callsign NZhTI (H>KTI/I), but it’s often known by the callsign it 
used when it was first detected in 1982: UVB-76. Others simply call it “The Buzzer,” for the 
short, monotonous buzzing tone it makes approximately every other second.
That is, until Saturday evening, when observers recorded the station playing South Korean artist 
PSY’s 2012 hit single “Gangnam Style.”
Then, a few days later, more strange broadcasts were heard on the station. When its frequency 
was mapped on a computer program, it revealed a hidden message: the grinning “trollface” 
internet meme. Other images followed, indicating the frequency had likely been hijacked by a 
so-called pirate station.
Nobody knows what the station is for, but as with any mystery, speculation abounds.
Some believe it’s just one of a number of so-called “numbers stations” used by espionage 
agencies around the globe to transmit coded messages to their operatives by broadcasting 
number codes which they alone have the key to decipher.
A darker theory holds that the buzzer is an “all is well” signal sent bv Dead Hand, a dead man’s 
switch or fail-safe device designed by the Soviet Union to ensure its nuclear weapons were 
launched automatically in case all national leadership were destroyed by an enemy attack. A 
combination of light, radioactivity and overpressure associated with a slew of nuclear strikes 
would automatically trigger such a device, which ex-Soviet officials admitted existed in the 
1990s and which is believed to still be an available option to the Russian Federation today.
The signal was traced to a military installation in Povarovo, northwest of Moscow, which a 
couple of explorers broke into in 2010. finding it seemingly long-abandoned. The source of the 
transmission has since moved to other more secretive locales.
This isn’t the first time the broadcast has been interrupted by music, though: in 2010, a short 
excerpt from Russian composer Pyotr lllich Chaikovsky’s ballet “Swan Lake" was recorded bv 
observers.
It’s unknown if either song was intended as an encoded message. However, such things have 
happened before: on the morning of April 29, 1975, the American radio station in Saigon, South 
Vietnam, began playing Irving Berlin’s 1942 song “White Christmas” repeatedly, which was a 
signal known to American personnel to evacuate the city. The following day, the People’s Army 
of Vietnam captured the city, which was renamed Ho Chi Minh City.
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Trump Held Secret Meetings in Days Leading Up to Capitol Riot, Ex-Press Secretary Tells Jan.
6 Panel
By - Evan Craighead
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Stephanie Grisham, who served as press secretary and communications director for the Trump 
White House, resigned from the administration following the US Capitol riot on January 6, 2021. 
In November 2021, Grisham urged the House Select Committee panel to look into White House 
call logs, noting that Trump was "paranoid of leaks".
Grisham revealed to the House panel investigating the January 6 attack on the US Capitol 
building that, in the days leading up to the deadly insurrection, then-US President Donald Trump 
held a series of secret meetings, according to sources who told The Guardian that Grisham's 
interview proved to be more significant than expected.
According to the two sources, the former press secretary told the 9-member congressional 
panel that the majority of the secretive meetings were scheduled by Trump's then-Chief of Staff 
Mark Meadows.
The details of the discussions were kept under wraps, with only a select few Trump aides aware 
that the meetings took place, Grisham reportedly said.
Timothy Harleth, then-chief usher at the White House, would direct meeting attendees to the 
upper level of the White House, Grisham told the panel. Prior to joining the White House staff in 
2017, Harleth served as rooms manager at the Trump International Hotel in Washington, DC. 
Harleth was removed from his position in January 2021, around the time US President Joe 
Biden assumed the role of president. The White House claimed to CNN at the time that Harleth 
"was let go before the Bidens arrived" at the presidential residence.
Prior to the deadly January 6 riot, Trump vowed to lead attendees of his election protest to the 
US Capitol building, where US senators and then-Vice President Mike Pence were preparing to 
certify the Electoral College votes from the 2020 presidential election.
"And after this, we're going to walk down—and I'll be there with you—we're going to walk down 
... to the Capitol and we're gonna cheer on our brave senators and congressmen and women," 
Trump told supporters.
"You'll never take back our country with weakness—you have to show strength and you have to 
be strong," Trump added.
Trump did not, however, march with his supporters to the US Capitol building on January 6, and 
instead took a car back to the White House, where he is said to have watched the unrest unfold 
on television.
The committee is seeking to determine whether Trump intended to join his supporters in their 
demonstration, or was simply using them to halt the certification of Electoral College votes. 
Grisham reportedly told Select Committee investigators that details about whether Trump 
informed the Secret Service about his plans would be laid out in the presidential line-by-line, a 
scheduling document provided to the law enforcement group.
This is not the first time the former White House press secretary has mentioned Trump holding 
secret, off-the-books meetings.
In November 2021, Grisham detailed to CNN that she hoped the Select Committee was looking 
into White House call logs, as there were several secretive meetings held in the presidential 
residence.
Grisham told the outlet that Trump was "paranoid of leaks" and held meetings at the White 
House "so that he could keep track of who was in there" and, in the event of a leak, narrow 
down his list of culprits.
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SpaceX's Starlink Satellites Are Disrupting an Asteroid-Hunting Space Telescope's Scans 
By - Evan Craighead

The Zwicky Transient Facility (ZTF), commissioned in 2018, is a wide-field sky astronomical 
survey designed to detect neutron star collisions and transient objects that rapidly change in 
brightness, such as gamma ray bursts. Since 2019, the facility has experienced an increasing 
number of disruptions associated with SpaceX's internet satellites.
Disruptive light streaks have impacted a considerable percentage of images captured by the 
asteroid-hunting ZTF, according to a survey that reviewed the California-based facility's 
operations, dating back to 2019.
"In 2019, 0.5 percent of twilight images were affected, and now almost 20 percent are affected," 
said Przemek Mroz, study lead and assistant professor in the University of Warsaw’s 
Astronomical Observatory.
A total of 5,301 satellite streaks were seen on archival images taken between November 2019 
and September 2021, according to the study.
SpaceX notably launched its Starlink internet satellite constellation in 2019. As of this article's 
publication, almost 1,800 Starlink satellites are orbiting the Earth at an altitude of approximately 
550 kilometers.
The observatory scans the sky every two days, hunting for a temporary brightness or the brief 
appearance of objects or events, including supernova explosions.
Mroz said that while the Starlink satellites do not appear to impact non-twilight images, issues 
could arise if a company's satellite constellation goes into higher orbits. Twilight images refer to 
captures taken at dawn or dusk.
Moreover, ZTF operations have hardly been impacted by the events.
"There is a small chance that we would miss an asteroid or another event hidden behind a 
satellite streak," Mroz noted, "but compared to the impact of weather, such as a cloudy sky, 
these are rather small effects for ZTF."
The survey also found that the visors installed on Starlink satellites in 2020 play a role in 
reducing the spacecraft's brightness, by an approximate factor of five.
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‘When \Ne V\fere Young’ Organizers Respond to Critics Comparing Event to Deadly Astroworid 
Festival
By - Evan Craighead

Emo and pop-punk fans rejoiced earlier this week after it was announced that dozens of 
nostalgic acts would perform in Las Vegas, Nevada, on October 22 for the ‘When We Were
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Young’ festival. However, event safety concerns have been raised about Live Nation, the 
company behind both the festival and the deadly November 6, 2021 Astroworld event. 
Organizers of the ‘When We Were Young’ festival are attempting to reassure patrons that the 
event will be safe, after it was revealed that the massive music festival would be run by Live 
Nation Entertainment, the promoter that teamed up with rapper Travis Scott for the Astroworld 
festival that left 10 dead and hundreds injured in Houston. Texas, on November 6. 2021.
“The safety of fans, artists and staff is thoroughly planned for among event organizers and in 
coordination with local authorities,” a spokesperson for the ‘When We Were Young’ festival told 
Newsweek.
The emo/pop-punk festival will be held at Nevada’s Las Vegas Festival Grounds—a venue with 
capacity for 85,000 attendees—and will be headlined by a number of acts geared toward the 
millennial demographic, including My Chemical Romance, Paramore, Avril Lavigne, and Jimmy 
Eat World.
Per the website, tickets for the one-day festival start at $224.99 for general admission (presale), 
and include VIP and hotel packages that start at $499.
“We have seen a lot of excitement around this festival and we look forward to putting on an 
incredible event for all of the fans this October,” the spokesperson added. “We encourage fans 
to check the festival website and socials for all of the latest updates.”
Concerns were raised about safety at the ‘When We Were Young’ festival, shortly after netizens 
discovered that Live Nation was behind the event.
"When We Were Young Fest looked pretty cool until you notice it's $225 nonrefundable for one 
day and it's run by the same company who was responsible for AstroWorld and you realize 
they're actually just preying on the pop punk scene to pay back their litigation fees," reads one 
viral tweet from a netizen.
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Playstation Creator Dismisses Metaverse, Says VR Headsets are ‘Simply Annoying’
By - Evan Craighead

Last year, Niantic CEO John Hanke caused a stir after branding the “metaverse,” a network of 
3D virtual worlds, a dystopian nightmare that may replace reality and real life interactions. 
Hanke emphasized that Niantic, the developer of Pokemon Go, supports gameplay that 
augments reality and encourages people to move around and connect with others.
It is safe to say that Ken Kutaragi, former chairman and CEO of Sony Interactive Entertainment, 
is not a fan of the so-called metaverse, following a recent Bloomberg interview in which the 
ex-Sony executive raised questions about the utility and attraction of the supposed upcoming 
interactive online universe.
"You would rather be a polished avatar instead of your real self?" questioned Kutaragi, 
comparing the metaverse to anonymous forums and online message boards.
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Kutaragi, often referred to as the 'Father of the Playstation' departed Sony's video game division 
in 2007, after overseeing the development of the company's original console, as well as its 
successors, up to the Play Station 3.
Despite growing corporate interest in the metaverse by companies such as Meta, formerly 
Facebook, the 71-year-old believes that both virtual reality and augmented reality headsets 
leave much to be desired when it comes to the gaming experience.
"Headsets would isolate you from the real world, and I can't agree with that," the former Sony 
executive said.
Furthermore, "headsets are simply annoying," Kutaragi proclaimed.
The metaverse, as well as the associated non-fungible token (NFT), has taken off in recent 
months, with several companies filing trademark applications to sell virtually-branded goods and 
commercialized online experiences.
One of the most recent corporate giants to jump onto the metaverse wagon is Walmart, which 
plans to develop and sell virtual goods such as electronics, home furnishings, toys, and sporting 
goods, according to a December 30, 2021, filing with the US Patent and Trademark Office.
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John Malkovich Reportedly Turned Away From Luxury Hotel In Venice For Expired Vaccination 
Pass
By - Mary Manley

John Malkovich was reportedly denied access to a room he had booked at a luxury hotel in 
Venice, Italy. The actor allegedly failed to show proof of a valid Super Green Pass which the 
hotel requires from its guests.
The Primetime Emmy Award-winning actor, who is 68, was supposed to stay at the luxury Hotel 
Danieli, which overlooks the Venice Lagoon and is within walking distance of St. Mark’s Square. 
The actor had to opt out of a luxurious night at the hotel and stay at a nearby private residence 
after failing to show a valid vaccination pass, according to a report from the Italian newspaper J] 
Gazzettino.
The hotel has not yet commented on the matter.
The actor is in the Floating City for a month filming the American series “Ripley” alongside 
“Sherlock” and “Fleabag” actor Andrew Scott. Scott is playing the intellectual sociopath Tom 
Ripley for a TV series based on Patricia Highsmith’s crime novels for the cable network 
Showtime.
In Italy, the Super Green Pass is proof of vaccination within the last 9 months of an individual’s 
COVID-19 vaccine, whether it is a person’s second or third shot. The pass is required to access 
all restaurants, bars, hotels, transportation services, museums, and other public places, 
including those which are outdoors.
According to Italy’s Green Pass website, the validity of the vaccination certificate will be 
shortened from nine months to six months, beginning February 1,2022.
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US Supreme Court Denies Abortion Providers' Petition to Revive Litigation Against Texas Ban 
By - Mary Manley

The Supreme Court has denied Texas abortion providers' request to eject the S.B. 8 case from 
the 5th Circuit and move it to a district court that could potentially block the law. Justices 
Sotomayor, Breyer and Kagan dissented from the decision.
In a Supreme Court ruling dissent. Justice Sotomayor states that the Texas abortion law, which 
took effect over four months ago, has destroyed access to abortion in the Lone Star State, 
underscoring that the unprecedented law contradicts US constitutional rights afforded under 
Roe v. Wade for Texans seeking an abortion.
As activists, providers, and lawmakers are well aware, the nation’s most restrictive abortion law, 
S.B. 8, went into affect on September 1, 2021. Since former US President Donald Trump’s 
nomination of Justice Amy Coney Barrett to the Supreme Court in 2017, the federal bench has 
held a conservative majority.
The Texas ban marks the first time a state has successfully forced a six-week abortion ban 
since the passing of Roe v. Wade, which guarantees rights to abortion before fetus viability 
which is usually around the 23-week pregancy state.
The S.B. 8 bans abortion care to individuals after six weeks from their last menstruation, before 
many are even aware that they are pregnant, makes no exception for rape or incest, and allows 
any person to sue an abortion care provider and collect a “bount” of $10,000.
The case was initially detoured to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals on Monday after the state’s 
abortion clinics appealed to have what little remained to their challenge against the S.B. 8, also 
known as the Texas Heartbeat Act.
“The unresolved questions of state law must be certified to the Texas Supreme Court,” Judge 
Edith Jones ruled on Monday. Jones was first appointed to the Fifth Circuit Appeals court by 
former US President Ronald Reagan in 1985.
Judge Stephen Higginson, who was appointed to the Fifth Circuit Appeals court by former US 
President Barack Obama in 2011, dissented from his more conservative colleagues, writing, 
“This further, second-guessing redundancy, without time limit, deepens my concern that justice 
delayed is justice denied, here impeding relief ordered by the Supreme Court.”
With news breaking on Thursday that the Supreme Court decided to deny the abortion 
providers’ petition, Justice Sotomayor wrote in her dissent, "The law immediately devastated 
access to abortion care in Texas through a complicated private bounty-hunter scheme that 
violates nearly 50 years of this Court’s precedents."
"This case is a disaster for the rule of law and a grave disservice to women in Texas, who have 
a right to control their own bodies,” she continued. “I will not stand by silently as a State 
continues to nullify this constitutional guarantee."
The news comes as a blow to those challenging the Texas ban, as well as lawmakers in nearby 
Mississippi also seek to outlaw any abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy. The developments
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have prompted concerns regarding the potential snags that could emerge against the landmark 
1973 Roe v Wade ruling that legalized abortion.
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Investigators Find Pope Benedict XVI Mishandled Sexual Abuse Cases While Leading Munich
Archdiocese
By - Mary Manley

According to an inquiry, Pope Benedict XVI mishandled four cases of clerical sex abuse during 
his time as archbishop of Munich from 1977 to 1982. The Munich law firm commissioned by the 
church to conduct the investigations has reason to believe the former pontiff failed to investigate 
and discipline the abusers.
The Munich law firm Westpfahl Spilker Wastl. which was commissioned by the Archdiocese of 
Munich and Freising, found that in two cases priests under Pope Benedict XVI’s authority (then 
Archbishop Josef Ratzinger) were criminally prosecuted for abuse, yet allowed to remain in the 
priestly ministry. One of these priests later repeated their offenses.
"We believe that he can be accused of misconduct in four cases," Munich lawyer Martin Pusch 
said. "Two of these cases concern abuses committed during his tenure and sanctioned by the 
state. In both cases, the perpetrators remained active in pastoral care.”
Pope Benedict XVI resigned from his role as sovereign of the Vatican City in 2013 citing health 
issues. He is, however, the first Pope to actually resign since 1415.
Benedict has denied that he allowed abuse to happen under his power, and his defense says he 
eventually showed the issue more attention when he left Munich to become the Vatican’s 
anti-abuse czar, at one point allegedly persuading his predecessor St. John Paul II to tighten the 
church’s laws as they pertained to disciplining abusers.
As part of the inquiry, Pope Benedict submitted 82 pages of written responses to questions from 
investigators relating to his time as archbishop. The lawyers have remarked that the written 
responses illustrate he has a clear memory of all that transpired decades ago.
According to the Munich law firm, it is believed that the once pontiff attended a meeting in 1980 
where the decision was made to readmit to the ministry a priest accused of abuse; however, 
Benedict has denied having been at the meeting, as well as committing any and all wrongdoing. 
According to Pusch, Pope Benedict XVI wrote rather nonchalantly about a priest who was 
transferred to his diocese after committing pedophilic crimes.
“The priest was found to be an exhibitionist but not a perpetrator of abuse in the narrow sense,” 
Benedict wrote about the offense. “The offenses included exposing his genitals in front of 
prepubescent girls and in making masturbatory movements as well as in showing them 
pornographic materials.”
“None of the cases involved touching. Neither as priest nor as religion teacher did he act 
improperly in any way,” the statement added.
Claims by Pope Benedict XVI are out of line with Germany’s laws now, as well as then, Pusch 
has stressed.
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The investigation also found others in the Roman Catholic Church at fault for mishandling abuse 
claims, including the current archbishop, Cardinal Reinhard Marx, who made a public statement 
on Thursday in which he apologized to victims of abuse.
“My thoughts go to those affected by sexual abuse in the Church. I am shaken and ashamed,” 
said Marx. “As the archbishop I am asking in the name of the diocese for forgiveness.”
The Archbishop of Munich has indicated that church officials would carefully study the report’s 
findings, and acknowledged perpetrators have not been held accountable. “The abuse crisis has 
rattled, and continues to rattle, the church,” he said.
A report conducted in 2018. commissioned by Germany’s bishops, found that 3,677 minors had 
been abused in the country over the past seven decades. In light of these ongoing reports and 
the ever-growing scandal for the Catholic Church, Archbishop Marx offered his resignation to 
Pope Francis in June, but the Pope rejected the resignation asking Marx to instead turn his 
attention to reform.
The report shook Germany’s Catholic Church so much so that they have begun conducting in 
ways which overhaul some of the Church’s more restrictive rules, such as same-sex unions and 
women clergy.
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Saturn's 'Death Star' Moon Mimas May Be Hiding Internal Ocean Beneath Iced Crust 
By - Nevin Brown

A new study published in Icarus suggests that one of Saturn’s moons, Mimas, could be 
harboring a liquid ocean beneath an iced crust. If further study conclusively proves the 
existence of a liquid ocean on Mimas it would greatly expand the scope of habitable worlds in 
our Solar System.
Scientists have long believed Mimas contained vast quantities of frozen water due to its 
eccentric orbit and heavily-cratered surface. One massive impact crater makes the moon 
reminiscent of the notorious fictional ‘Death Star’ from the 'Star Wars' entertainment franchise. 
According to Alvssa Rhoden, one of the authors of the study. "Because the surface of Mimas is 
heavily cratered, we thought it was just a frozen block of ice."
The Cassini Saturn probe proved that Mimas had an orbital wobble, which proved to be a 
source of inspiration for Rhoden and her team. Either Mimas had a differentiated core or it 
contained a liquid ocean.
Before Mimas, interior water ocean worlds (IWOW) were understood through the limited study of 
just two moons, Enceladus and Europa.
"IWOW, such as Enceladus and Europa, tend to be fractured and show other signs of geologic 
activity. Turns out, Mimas' surface was tricking us, and our new understanding has greatly 
expanded the definition of a potentially habitable world in our Solar System and beyond," she 
said.
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To determine if Mimas had a liquid interior, Rhoden had to observe forces that would prompt the 
creation of sufficient heat from inside the moon to maintain liquid water, while still retaining a 
thick frozen crust.
According to Rhoden, the discovery presented itself quickly. "Evidence for an internal ocean just 
popped out of the most realistic ice shell stability scenarios and observed librations," she said. 
Their models suggest that Mimas’ ice shell is 15 to 20 miles thick, hiding a global ocean. The 
model also discovered that Mimas likely has a differentiated core, which should have led to a 
very different orbit.
"Although our results support a present-day ocean within Mimas, it is challenging to reconcile 
the moon's orbital and geologic characteristics with our current understanding of its 
thermal-orbital evolution," Rhoden said.
The discovery could change our current understanding of which celestial bodies are capable of 
supporting liquid oceans and, therefore, life. Rhoden believes that further study of Mimas could 
open up the floodgates for previously passed-over IWOWs.
"Evaluating Mimas' status as an ocean moon would benchmark models of its formation and 
evolution. This would help us better understand Saturn's rings and mid-sized moons as well as 
the prevalence of potentially habitable ocean moons, particularly at Uranus. Mimas is a 
compelling target for continued investigation."
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Brazilian Football Star Leaves Hospital After Receiving Chemo Treatment 
By - Nevin Brown

Iconic football superstar Pele has returned to Albert Einstein Hospital in Sao Paulo, Brazil, to 
continue chemotherapy treatments. The trip, a resumption of a chemotherapy cycle he began at 
the end of 2021, is not an emergency.
According to reports. Pele was expected to spend a few days in the hospital to determine how 
well the treatments are working, and if the cancer has spread. Pele left the hospital on Thursday 
following his treatments.
Pele is reported to have a tumor in his intestines and liver, with another beginning to emerge in 
one of his lungs. There is no update on the spread or retreat of his tumors.
In October 2021, it was discovered that Pele, 81, had a colon tumor which prompted his 
hospitalization and surgery later that month.
Pele began chemotherapy treatments in December 2021 to remove tumors in his intestine, liver, 
and lung.
The Brazilian is considered the greatest football player in the history of the sport. Pele was a 
member of three World Cup winning Brazil sides. At 17, an outstanding performance at the 1958 
World Cup in Sweden made him a global superstar.
Injuries in the 1962 and 1966 World Cups later limited Pele’s contributions. Brazil won the 1962 
World Cup but were eliminated in group play in 1966. The 1970 World Cup proved to be Pele’s 
final.
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Brazil won all six of their games en route to their third World Cup trophy, and Pele won player of 
the tournament. The team is considered to be one of the greatest international teams in history. 
Pele spent the bulk of his career at Santos of the Brazilian league, and never played 
professionally in Europe.
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Prince Andrew Gets Anti-Social - Cartoon 
By Nevin Brown

Last week, Prince Andrew, the Duke of York, had his honorary military titles stripped by his 
mother, Queen Elizabeth, and, this week, his social media accounts are being deleted as he 
faces a sexual assault lawsuit in the United States.
The soon-to-be-former Duke of York’s Twitter handle leads to a blank page, his YouTube page is 
inaccessible, and both his Instagram and Facebook pages are in the process of being deleted. 
Royal aides have distanced the family from Andrew on the monarchy’s official website and all of 
his duties are now listed in the past tense. Senior members of the royal family agreed that his 
roles will be shared amongst the remaining royals.
The erasing of Prince Andrew’s social media footprint appears in response to a lawsuit brought 
on by Virginia Giuffre, the 38-year-old woman suing the 61-year-old royal for sexual assault 
when she was a minor.
In her lawsuit, Giuffre testified that she was sexually trafficked by Jeffrey Epstein, a friend of 
Prince Andrew, and that the royal had sex with her when she was 17, a minor in the United 
States. Prince Andrew has denied the allegations.
In January, a judge ruled that the case could go forward following a motion to dismiss the 
lawsuit by the Duke of York’s lawyers. Andrew will have until July 14 to answer questions under 
oath. If the case is not settled, a trial date is expected between September and December.
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Football Governing Body FIFA Eyes Overhaul to Loan Transfer System 
By - Nevin Brown

On Thursday, football global governing body FIFA announced its intent to institute limits to the 
club loan transfer system. The rules, set to go into place two years ago, were said to have been 
delayed by the onset of the coronavirus pandemic.
The primary goals of the overhaul are claimed to be the prevention of wealthy clubs from 
stockpiling talent, the encouragement of youth development, and an improvement to the 
league’s competitive balance.
In 2017, some members of FIFA became concerned by wealthy team stockpiles of the best 
talent in the sport. The effect on lower tier clubs was higher prices and more competition for the
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remaining talent, and their need to secure players on loan, who wouldn’t feature for their parent 
club, to field a competitive side.
The plans will take effect in July and will limit teams to eight players loaned in and out for the 
2022-23 season. The next season, the limit will be seven, and in the subsequent season, it will 
drop to six, where it will stay.
The length of loan spells and business between favored-trading partners in separate countries 
will also be limited. Short-term loans will be banned, minimum loan terms will be two transfer 
windows, and limited to a year in length. Favored-trading partners will be limited to three players 
from the same club going in or out through loan.
The curb on player loan transfers won’t apply to players under the age of 21, and homegrown 
players. For clubs with well-funded and sprawling academies, they’ll still be able to send out a 
mass of players.
The loan system proposal will go to the next meeting of FIFA’s ruling council and will apply for 
international deals beginning July 1,2022.
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Alternative Social Media Platforms Prove Stagnant After Mainstream Exodus, Report Finds 
By - Nevin Brown

Alternatives to social media giants Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter saw explosive growth after 
Donald Trump was banned following the deadly January 6 Capitol insurrection. In the year 
since, however, many prominent conservative influencers have seen their following on alt social 
platforms stagnate or decline, according to a Washington Post report.
In particular, 47 influencers on conservative social media sites Gab, Gettr, Rumble, and 
Telegram have struggled to grow an audience on the niche sites.
Many conservative influencers had seen steady growth on Twitter and Facebook, but 80% of 
their growth on alternative social media platforms came following Donald Trump’s post-January 
6, 2020, ban from mainstream social media.
The analysis also found that voicing outrage over prominent conservatives becoming 
de-platformed by mainstream social media sites as a result of their violations of terms of service 
was the best way to attract new followers.
With another Trump social media platform in the works, Truth Social, the landscape for 
alternative social media platforms, is set to become more crowded, which could be bad news for 
their long-term health.
According to data from Cisco, Gettr has a mere 4 million accounts, a number that pushed it past 
Parlor, another right-wing social media site. Gettr’s global footprint is a fraction of Twitter and 
Facebook’s numbers.
Telegram, which deletes accounts after six months of inactivity, shows that many prominent 
conservative voices have seen their audience flatline and in most cases decrease since 
February 2021.
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The growth of alternative platforms, largely to service right-wing users, has hit a standstill, 
according to the report.
Darren Linvill, lead researcher at Clemson University’s Media Forensics Hub, believes the 
stagnant participation numbers are rooted in their initial appeal.
"Right-wing platforms are one-trick ponies. They’re only going to, by their nature, appeal to the 
type of person they are branded to appeal to, and there’s only so many people in that world,” 
Linvill noted.
Asked to comment on the findings, the CEOs of Gab and Gettr suggest that they are not worried 
about the numbers.
Jason Miller, Gettr CEO, said he is “not at all worried about our business long-term,’’ adding that 
"legacy platforms have bigger user bases but they treat them with total disdain.”
Andrew Torba, Gab CEO, was also dismissive of the findings, claiming that they were “irrelevant 
to Gab’s growth overall as a free speech platform for all people.”
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Whelan's Family Commends 'Continued Engagement' of Biden Administration in His Case

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The family of American citizen Paul Whelan, who is 
serving a 16 year jail term for espionage in Russia, thanked the Biden administration on Friday 
for demonstrating sustained engagement in efforts to secure his release.
"Our family has seen a significant change in the past year, President Biden’s first in office. The 
continued engagement of his administration with the Russian Federation has reassured us that 
Paul's arbitrary detention, while clearly difficult to resolve, is not forgotten," Whelan’s brother, 
David Whelan, said in a statement.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, during his meeting with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov in Geneva earlier in the day to discuss security issues, raised the cases of Paul Whelan 
and Trevor Reed.
"We appreciate that the White House continues to make Paul's and Trevor Reed's cases a 
priority in its bilateral discussions with the Russian government," the statement read. "\Afe hope 
that the State Department, the Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs, and other US 
agencies will continue to press for the release of American citizens arbitrarily detained abroad." 
Whelan, who holds American, British, Canadian and Irish citizenship, is serving a sentence in 
Russia after a Moscow court sentenced him to 16 years in prison in June 2020 on charges of 
espionage. He denies the charges, but did not challenge the verdict in hope of being part of a 
prisoner exchange between the two countries.
Reed was sentenced to nine years in July 2020 for assaulting police officers who were called to 
respond during a drunken dispute with two women on a Moscow street.
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US Considering Evacuating Diplomats' Families From Ukraine - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States is considering evacuating diplomats’ 
family members from Ukraine, Bloomberg reported on Friday, citing people familiar with the 
matter.
It is allegedly planned that non-essential staff would be able to leave Ukraine voluntarily but their 
families would be ordered to return home.
The State Department is expected to make an announcement in a few days, according to the 
report.
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Blinken Says US 'Fully Prepared' for More Biden-Putin Talks if Needed

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States is open to the idea of further talks 
between President Joe Biden and President Vladimir Putin if such meetings help advance 
diplomacy between Washington and Moscow, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday. 
"If it proves useful and productive for the two presidents to meet to talk, to engage to try to carry 
things forward, I think we're fully prepared to do that,” Blinken said. “If we conclude and the 
Russians conclude that the best way to resolve things is through a further conversation between 
them, we're certainly prepared to do that."
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Russia Shares Sense of Urgency About JCPOA, US Hopes Moscow Will Influence Iran - 
Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Russia shares a sense of urgency about the need to 
restore compliance with the Iran nuclear deal, and the United States hopes Moscow will use its 
influence on Tehran, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Friday after his talks with Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov in Geneva.
"Russia shares a sense of urgency about the compliance with Iranian nuclear deal. We hope 
that Russia will use its influence on Iran to [push for compliance]," Blinken told journalists.
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Blinken Says Lavrov Repeated to Him Russia Has No Intention of Invading Ukraine
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WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday 
that Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov reiterated during their meeting in Geneva that 
Moscow has no intention of invading Ukraine.
"We’ve heard Russian officials say that they have no intention of invading Ukraine. In fact, 
Minister Lavrov repeated that to me today," Blinken said
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Blinken Says US, Russia Prepared for Talks Based on Papers \Afeshington Received From 
Moscow

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States and Russia are prepared to follow up 
with conversations based on "security guarantees" proposals that \Afeshington received from 
Moscow, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday.
"V\fe agreed today that we will share in writing next week our ideas, our response to concerns 
that Russia raised, concerns that we have, that we would share again in writing with Russia, we 
intend based on conversation today, based on that papers, as well as the paper we received 
from Russia to follow with conversations, at least at the levels of foreign ministers," Blinken told 
journalists after talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Geneva.
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Blinken Believes US, Russia on 'Clear Path to Understanding' After Talks With Lavrov

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Friday he 
expected no breakthroughs from his talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in 
Geneva, but believes that the two countries are nowon a clear path toward understanding 
"We didn’t expect breakthroughs today but I believe now we are now on a clear path to 
understanding," Blinken told journalists.
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Blinken Says Returning to DC to Consult With Biden After Talks With Lavrov

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that he will 
return to Washington later today to consult with President Joe Biden after his Geneva talks with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov.
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"I’ll return to Washington this afternoon to consult with President Biden and our entire National 
Security Team as well as members of Congress and critical allies and partners in the days 
ahead," Blinken said
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Blinken Says Will Have Further Talks With Lavrov After US Responds to Russian Proposals

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday 
that he and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov have agreed on further discussion after 
Washington presents its response to Moscow's security proposals next week.
“Based on the discussions today the Foreign Minister and I have agreed that it’s important for 
the diplomatic process to continue,” Blinken said. “I told him that following the consultations that 
well have in the coming days with allies and partners we anticipate that well be able to share 
with Russia our concerns and ideas in more detail and in writing next week and we agreed to 
further discussions after that."
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Blinken After Talks Wth Lavrov: US, Russia Can Work on Developing Understanding

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday he 
feels after his talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov that the two countries can work 
on developing understanding.
"Based on our discussion, I believe we can carry forward this work of developing understanding 
and agreements together that ensure our mutual security," Blinken said after the talks in 
Geneva.
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Blinken Says Had Candid Exchange of Ideas Wth Lavrov, Not Negotiation

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Friday that 
his talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov were not a negotiation but a frank 
exchange of concerns and ideas.
"This was not a negotiation but a candid exchange of concerns and ideas," Blinken said after 
the talks in Geneva.
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Blinken Tells Lavrov Russia to Face 'Severe' Response If Crosses Ukraine Border

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that he made 
clear to Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov during talks in Geneva on Friday that if Russia crosses 
the Ukraine border, it will face a severe response from Washington and its allies.
"Wa've been clear if any Russian military forces move across Ukraine's border, it will be met 
with swift, severe and the united response from the US and its allies," Blinken told journalists.
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Blinken Says Had 'Frank, Substantive' Talks With Lavrov in Geneva

WASHINGTON, January 21 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday 
that his talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Geneva were frank and 
substantive.
"The discussion with Minister Lavrov was frank and substantive," Blinken told journalists.
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RPT - Biden's Year 1 Domestic Achievements Meager, Foreign Policy 'Clueless' - Historian

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden's achievements in his first year 
in office have been meager because he failed to show strong leadership while wishfully thinking 
the Republicans and conservative Democrats would cooperate, American University Professor 
and eminent historian, Peter Kuznick, told Sputnik.
January 20 marks a year since Biden took the oath of office after being elected with more votes 
than any previous president in US history. Ahead of his one year mark, Biden's approval ratings 
have sunk to as low as 40%, his numbers still higher than his predecessor's were at this point in 
his presidency - but not by much.
"Biden’s heart has been in the right place on the home front, but his achievements are meager 
and his approval ratings have reflected it," Kuznick, who cooperated with filmmaker Oliver Stone 
in a major history project, said.
Economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic has been sluggish and while government 
spending soared to record levels, the president's Build Back Better ambitious infrastructure 
spending plan has stalled in Congress and inflation has hit alarming highs unseen for well over 
40 years.
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"Biden is not a strong leader. He clung too long to hope that Republicans and conservative 
Democrats would see the light and compromise with him. In that regard, he is still living in the 
1970s," Kuznick said.
DOMESTIC FRONT
On the domestic front, Biden was dealt an extremely weak hand and has played it poorly, 
Kuznick judged. However, this outcome was not entirely the president's fault, he said.
The president had no margin for error given how evenly divided the House and Senate are, he 
added.
"That gave veto power to [Senators] Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema, two corrupt centrists, 
who Biden hasn't been able to move, especially when it comes to the veto or social spending," 
Kuznick said.
Manchin in West Virginia and Sinema in Arizona both remain unmoved by the hatred facing 
them from dominant liberal Democrats on the East and West Coasts, Kuznick said.
"Their rationale for maintaining the veto may be totally nonsensical and irrational, but they can’t 
be cajoled, enticed, pressured, or shamed into acting," he said.
Also, Biden's attempts to reach across the aisle for bipartisan support for measures that would 
benefit the American people have been almost completely thwarted by power-hungry 
Republicans, Kuznick observed.
"He scored important victories with his $1.9 trillion COVID relief package, his trillion-dollar 
infrastructure bill, his success in getting almost three-quarters of American adults fully 
vaccinated despite Republican obstructionism, his appointment and confirmation of federal 
judges and his economic recovery program, compromised as it has been by inflation," he said. 
However, the president has gotten nowhere on voting rights, police reform, or his Build Back 
Better (BBB) social infrastructure package, Kuznick continued.
"As a result, his efforts to combat climate change have largely been frustrated as well. Hopefully, 
he will figure out a way to scale back some of his ambitious programs or break them up into 
smaller, more digestible parcels and get some of them adopted," he said.
Biden's approval ratings also reflect the fact that, despite his efforts, COVID remains as big a 
problem as it was when he took office, Kuznick commented.
FOREIGN POLICY
On the foreign policy and national security front, on Biden's watch US relations with both Russia 
and China have plunged to dangerous lows and levels of insults and invective from US leaders 
and politicians unparalleled even during the Cold War, he said.
Also, the final US military withdrawal from Afghanistan turned into a chaotic fiasco that 
devastated US standing around the world, Kuznick recalled.
"Biden’s foreign policy has been deplorable. His confrontational stance toward Russia and 
China has backfired. He has taken the bad situation he inherited from Trump and, in many 
ways, made it worse. The United States now is closer to war with Russia and China than it has 
been in 60 years," he said.
China, Kuznick added, stood up to the US during talks in Anchorage while Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has been doing the same over Ukraine, NATO and Russian security.
"The chances of war over Taiwan and Ukraine have been greatly increased," he said.
Biden does not appear to want global war personally but he does not recognize how his policies 
and top officials Secretary of State Antony Blinken, National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan and
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Under Secretary of State for Policy Victoria Nuland are driving these potentially catastrophic 
developments, Kuznick emphasized.
"Biden has shown signs of understanding this, but he seems clueless in figuring out a way to 
ease the tensions. And the more he listens to Blinken, Sullivan, and Nuland, the worse off we’ll 
be. This trio has no credibility on the world stage," he said.
Blinken had a catastrophic record of foreign policy judgment calls in both the Obama and Biden 
administration and he was obsessed with ineffectual sanctions that always failed to deliver any 
effective results, Kuznick recalled.
"To hear Blinken, the proponent of US invasions of Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya and the bombing 
of Syria pontificate about spheres of influence and bluster about threatened economy-killing 
sanctions is absurd," he said.
Blinken, Sullivan Nuland and their colleagues were all still living in an obsolete dream world that 
had no bearing on 21st century realities, Kuznick explained.
"These people believe in American exceptionalism and unipolarity, but the world has passed 
them by," he said.
Ironically, Biden himself, now approaching 80 years old, appeared more ready to recognize the 
changing world than the senior officials he had himself chosen, Kuznick remarked.
"Biden too is an old Cold Warrior, but he may be more open to reason than his chief advisers.
He wanted to downplay the role of nuclear weapons in his forthcoming Nuclear Posture Review, 
but the indications are not promising and the hopes for the United States adopting a no-first-use 
policy which Biden had advocated, seem to be abandoned." he said.
Meanwhile, the United States has adopted a $770 billion "defense" budget that only accounts 
for part of American actual military, intelligence and homeland security expenditures, Kuznick 
observed.
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RPT - Syrian Council Confirms IS Attack on Jail in Northeastern Syria - Representative to US

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The Syrian Democratic Council (SDC) - the political wing 
of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces - has confirmed that the Islamic State (IS) terrorists 
attacked the Bassam Saker prison, Syrian Democratic Council Representative in the United 
States, told Sputnik.
"Yes, it is true, unfortunately," Saker said on Thursday about the Islamic State attack on the 
prison Kurdish-managed prison facility in northeast Syria.
The attack was reportedly conducted to enable prisoners to escape from the facility.
The SDF and the relevant security services are currently dealing with a new escape attempt 
carried out by Islamic State terrorists when a car bomb hit the entrance of the Ghwairan prison 
in Hasaka, followed by another blast nearby.
Local media reported that some two dozen prisoners have escaped, so far but the authorities 
have not confirmed the veracity of the reports.
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Google Spending to Influence US Congress Grew 27% in 2021 - Federal Data

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Google spending on lobbyists to influence politicians in 
Washington grew by more than 27 percent versus the previous year, newly posted federal filings 
revealed.
Google reporting amounts totaled $2.2 million in the fourth quarter, according to forms posted to 
the US Senate Lobbying Disclosure database on Thursday, bringing the 2021 total to nearly 
$9.6 million, a jump of over $2 million from the prior year.
Specific lobbying issues included regulation of online advertising, privacy, data and competition 
issues, intellectual property enforcement, cybersecurity, and digital services taxes, among 
others.
Digital companies like Face book and Google have been repeatedly criticized by users and 
regulators in the past few years over lack of efforts to properly ensure users' privacy and protect 
their personal data.
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FBI Raids US Lawmaker's Home, Office in Probe Involving Azerbaijan Businessmen - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The FBI raided Democratic Congressman Henry 
Cuellar's home and campaign office in Texas this week as part of its probe involving Azerbaijan 
and American businessmen, ABC News reported citing a source familiar with the matter.
The report said on Thursday that the raid was part of an investigation by a federal grand jury in 
Washington, but it is unclear if the long-time congressman is a target of the probe.
Cuellar, who has served in Congress since 2005, previously served as a co-chair of the 
Congressional Azerbaijan Caucus and had met with Azerbaijan officials, including Ambassador 
Elin Suleymanov, the report said.
Cuellar's office said the Congressman will fully cooperate in any investigation, according to the 
report.
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US, European Partners Wbrking on Concerns Over Impact of Possible Russia Sanctions- Yellen
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WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States and its European partners are 
working closely to design an anti-Russia sanctions package that will address concerns over the 
impact the measures may have on their economies, US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said. 
!’[W3e want to stay united with our allies and the economic ties, of course between Russia and 
Europe are stronger than they are between Russia and the United States," Yellen said in an 
interview with CNBC on Thursday. "So, we’re working very closely with them to understand their 
concerns and make sure that we take them into account in designing, in designing our 
responses."
Despite her statement that the United States and its European allies are still working to address 
concerns on the impact of anti-Russia sanctions, Yellen said they are prepared to impose 
severe consequences should the situation with Ukraine escalate.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov will meet in 
Geneva on Friday to continue security talks about Ukraine and NATO's eastward expansion 
near Russia’s borders.
Western nations and Kiev have recently expressed concerns about the alleged "aggressive 
actions" of Russia near the border with Ukraine. Kiev accuses Moscow of military build-up and 
preparations for an invasion of the neighboring country. However, Russia denies the allegations 
and reiterates that it has no intention of attacking any country. Moreover, Moscow views the 
accusations as a pretext for deploying more NATO military equipment close to Russia’s borders.
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Doomsday Clock Remains Close to ’Civilization-Ending Apocalypse' - Atomic Scientists

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The Doomsday Clock remains the closest it has ever 
been to a civilization-ending catastrophe due to a mix of global threats including nuclear 
weapons and climate change, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, an organization founded by 
Albert Einstein and Robert Oppenheimer, said in their 75th annual reading of the metaphorical 
countdown to armageddon.
"The members of the Science and Security Board find the world to be no safer than it was last 
year at this time and therefore decide to set the Doomsday Clock once again at 100 seconds to 
midnight," the group said in a statement on Thursday. "This decision does not, by any means, 
suggest that the international security situation has stabilized. On the contrary, the Clock 
remains the closest it has ever been to civilization-ending apocalypse."
In terms of mitigating steps, the organization called on the US and Russian presidents to identify 
more ambitious limits on nuclear weapons and delivery systems by the end of this year. China, 
the release added, should commit to a no-first-use of nuclear weapons policy along with the 
United States and Russia.
In addition, Iran and the United States should rejoin the nuclear deal and North Korea should 
codify its ban on nuclear and long-range missile tests, the release said.
The group said the time is based on continuing threats posed by nuclear weapons, climate 
change, disruptive technologies, and COVID-19, They also said an environment of corrupt
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information that undermines rational decision making on these issues has exacerbated the 
threats.
The Doomsday Clock has been set at 100 seconds to midnight for the last two years, the 
release noted.
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Syrian Council Confirms IS Attack on Jail in Northeastern Syria - Representative to US

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The Syrian Democratic Council (SDC) - the political wing 
of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces - has confirmed that the Islamic State (IS) terrorists 
attacked the Bassam Saker prison, Syrian Democratic Council Representative in the United 
States, told Sputnik.
“Yes, it is true, unfortunately,” Saker said on Thursday about the Islamic State attack on the 
prison Kurdish-managed prison facility in northeast Syria.
The attack was reportedly conducted to enable prisoners to escape from the facility.
The SDF and the relevant security services are currently dealing with a new escape attempt 
carried out by Islamic State terrorists when a car bomb hit the entrance of the Ghwairan prison 
in Hasaka, followed by another blast nearby.
Local media reported that some two dozen prisoners have escaped, so far but the authorities 
have not confirmed the veracity of the reports.
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US Judge Orders Oath Keepers Defendant Detained Pending Trial for Alleged January 6 
Crimes

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Edward Vallejo, a member of the right-wing group Oath 
Keepers, has been ordered detained pending trial for alleged crimes linked to the January 6 
breach of the US Capitol by Magistrate Judge John Boyle.
"This was a very strong threat to our nation," Boyle said on Thursday. "There is compelling 
evidence about [Vallejo’s] potential for danger."
Vallejo, 63, is being charged alongside 11 other Oath Keepers members with seditious 
conspiracy and other crimes for their alleged role in the January 6 breach of the US Capitol 
complex.
The indictment against them alleges that the Oath Keepers are a loosely organized collection of 
individuals, some of whom with militia associations, that focuses on recruiting current and 
former military, law enforcement and first-responder personnel.
Vallejo and the other charged members, including group leader Stewart Rhodes, are alleged to 
have conspired through a variety of manners and means - including organizing into teams that
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were prepared and willing to use force - to prevent the certification of the 2020 presidential 
election results on January 6.
The seditious conspiracy charges carry a statutory maximum penalty of 20 years in prison 
should the defendants be found guilty of the alleged crimes.
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US Inflation Likely to Ease if Biden Admin. Successful in Controlling Pandemic - Yellen

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is confident that it can subdue 
US inflation growing at 40-year highs if it can bring the coronavirus pandemic under control, US 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said in an interview.
"Inflation rose by more than most economists, including me, expected and of course it's our 
responsibility with the Fed to address that," Yellen told CNBC on Thursday. "And we will."
The US Consumer Price Index, an important barometer for inflation, grew by 7% in the year to 
December, expanding at its fastest rate since 1982.
"I expect inflation throughout much of the year... to remain above 2%," Yellen said. "But if we’re 
successful in controlling the pandemic, I expect inflation to diminish over the course of the year 
and hopefully revert to normal levels by the end of the year around 2%."
The Fed, or Federal Reserve, says the United States probably needs a series of rate hikes to 
counter such inflation, triggered by trillions of dollars of pandemic relief spending, higher wage 
payouts and supply chain disruptions. The central bank slashed interest rates to almost zero 
after the outbreak of the novel coronavirus crisis in March 2020, and has kept them there since. 
The Fed’s target for inflation is 2% per year. Aside from keeping to its inflation target, the central 
bank is also responsible for ensuring maximum employment among Americans. That makes any 
rate hike it executes not only economically-sensitive but also socially- and politically-potent.
The United States has recorded nearly 69 million total COVID-19 cases since the start of the 
pandemic, and nearly 18 million of them have been reported over the past month.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Charges 4 Belarusian Officials With Piracy for Diverting Ryanair Flight - Justice Dept. 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 4-10)
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States has charged four Belarusian 
government officials with aircraft piracy for diverting a Ryanair flight on May 23, 2021, with a 
pro-opposition journalist Roman Protasevich onboard, the US Justice Department said in a 
press release.
"[The US authorities] announced the filing of a one-count indictment charging LEONID 
MIKALAEVICH CHURO, the Director General of Belaeronavigatsia Republican Unitary Air
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Navigation Services Enterprise; OLEG KAZYUCHITS, the Deputy Director General of 
Belaeronavigatsia; and two officers of the Belarusian state security services, ANDREY 
ANATOLIEVICH LNU and FNU LNU, with conspiracy to commit aircraft piracy for engineering 
the diversion of Ryanair Flight 4978,” the release said on Thursday.
The Justice Department said in the release that all the defendants are currently based in 
Belarus and remain at large.
It is alleged that Churo communicated the bomb threat to the staff at the Minsk air traffic control 
center and directed the center to instruct the pilots on the flight to land, according to the release. 
Kazyuchits was allegedly directing Belarusian air traffic authorities to falsify incident reports 
about the flight diversion to conceal the fabrication of the bomb threat and to omit the role of 
Belarusian security services in directing the diversion, the release said.
All four defendants are charged with conspiring to commit aircraft piracy and face a maximum 
penalty of life in prison, and a mandatory minimum sentence of 20 years in prison, the release 
said.
On Wsdnesday, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) said in a report of its 
fact-finding investigation that the information about the bomb threat on board the Ryanair plane 
was false, but did not attribute the communications to any state.
Two passengers aboard the aircraft, Roman Protasevich, co-founder of the Nexta Telegram 
channel (labeled as extremist in Belarus), and his girlfriend, Sofia Sapega, were detained during 
the stopover in Minsk. The twi were suspected of publishing private data of Belarusian security 
service officers,
The US claims there were at least four US citizens among more than 100 passengers on the 
plane that day.
The Belarusian authorities deny any role of its national security services in the incident. In 
December, Belarusian Transport Ministry head Artem Sikorsky said \Afestern media articles 
citing a Belarusian airport dispatcher who purportedly was on duty dung the Ryanair emergency 
landing in Minsk was deliberately false.
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Federal Reserve Unveils Digital Currency Plan for Americans to Provide Feedback

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The Federal Reserve said a central bank digital currency 
(CBDC) could provide a safe, digital payment option that would allow for faster transactions, but 
also cited downside risks as it presented a long-awaited study on the matter without saying it 
wanted such a payment mode.
"While a CBDC could provide a safe, digital payment option for households and businesses as 
the payments system continues to evolve, and may result in faster payment options between 
countries, there may also be downsides," the Federal Reserve said in a summary of the study 
posted on its website on Thursday so as to solicit feedback.
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The global plan for creating CBDSs gained momentum last year as central banks around the 
world began exploring ways to not just avert negative impact on their paper currencies from 
existing crypto assets like Bitcoin, but also profit from their own digital money.
The Federal Reserve has always maintained that it might not issue its own cryptocurrency even 
if other central banks wanted cryptocurrencies of their own.
"We look forward to engaging with the public, elected representatives, and a broad range of 
stakeholders as we examine the positives and negatives of a central bank digital currency in the 
United States," Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell said in a statement.
The Federal Reserve paper lists a checklist of 22 different items for which it is seeking public 
feedback. While there will be a 120-day period for the public to make comments, no deadline 
has been set on when the exercise should be wrapped up.
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US Senators Introduce Bill Authorizing President to Conclude Lend-Lease Deals With Ukraine

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - A bipartisan group of US Senators introduced a bill that 
would authorize the President to make lend-lease agreements with Ukraine and provide the 
country with lethal weapons, Senator John Cornyn said.
"This legislation would allow us to once again serve as the arsenal of democracy and provide 
Ukraine with lethal weapons against the Russian threat to its sovereignty,” Cornyn said in a 
statement on Tuesday.
The bill, dubbed The Ukraine Democracy Defense Lend-Lease Act, authorizes the US President 
to lend defense items necessary to defend the civilian population in Ukraine. The measure also 
requires expediting delivery procedures for military equipment to Ukraine.
"Our bipartisan bill streamlines the tools available to the president as he works to bolster 
Ukraine’s defense and protect innocent civilians, in an effort to lessen the likelihood that Russia 
will use its troops against its neighbor,” Senator Democrat Ben Cardin, a co-author of the bill, 
said.
Russia has repeatedly dismissed the United States’ allegations that it is preparing to invade 
Ukraine, pointing instead to the actual threat posed by NATO's military activity in the region. The 
Kremlin has said Russia has no intention to attack any country and views the accusations 
against it as a pretext for deploying additional NATO equipment and infrastructure close to 
Russia’s borders.
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US Charges 4 Belarusian Officials With Piracy for Diverting Ryanair Flight - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States has charged four Belarusian 
government officials with aircraft piracy for diverting a Ryanair flight in May of 2021 with a
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pro-opposition journalist Roman Protasevich onboard, the US Justice Department said in a 
press release.
"[The US authorities] announced the filing of a one-count indictment charging LEONID 
MIKALAEVICH CHURO, the Director General of Belaeronavigatsia Republican Unitary Air 
Navigation Services Enterprise; OLEG KAZYUCHITS, the Deputy Director General of 
Belaeronavigatsia; and two officers of the Belarusian state security services, ANDREY 
ANATOLIEVICH LNU and FNU LNU, with conspiracy to commit aircraft piracy for engineering 
the diversion of Ryanair Flight 4978," the release said on Thursday.
The Justice Department said in the release that all the defendants are currently based in 
Belarus and remain at large.
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Biden Did Not Intend to Send Message That ‘Minor Incursion’ Acceptable - White House

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden did not intend to send the 
message to Russia that what he called a "minor incursion" into Ukraine was acceptable, White 
House spokesperson Jen Psaki said in an interview.
"That’s absolutely not what our intention was, or not the message we’ve sent," Psaki told CNN 
on Thursday in response to a question whether Biden’s statement during a press conference on 
Wednesday could be perceived as greenlighting an invasion of Ukraine by Russia.
Psaki added that the US Treasury Department recently announced sanctions against several 
individuals allegedly linked to Russian misinformation campaigns in Ukraine.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy responded to Biden’s comments by stating that there 
are no "minor incursions and small nations."
Biden has not spoken with Zelenskyy since making the remarks, Psaki said during a press 
conference earlier on Thursday.
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UPDATE - US Official Claims Russian FSB Uses RT, Sputnik to Advance Foreign Policy in 
Ukraine
(Updates with additional details in paras 5-7)
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Russia security services are utilizing the country’s media 
outlets to falsely present Ukraine as an aggressor, a US senior official said during a press 
briefing.
"We know that Russia's Federal Security Service or FSB directly tasks and influences proxy 
media outlets to publish content that denigrates Ukraine and falsely depicts it as an aggressor," 
the official said on Thursday. "Articles that appear on these proxy outlets as a result have made 
their way not only to official Russian state funded media outlets, like RIA Novosti, RT and 
Sputnik, but to other outlets as well."

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM

However, the official did not provide evidence to back the allegations but re-asserted the claims 
as if they were a fact.
"Russian state-owned and state-directed media such as RT and Sputnik play a crucial role in 
how Russia uses disinformation to advance its foreign policy," the official said.
Later on Thursday, the State Department published a report under the title "RT and Sputnik's 
Role in Russia's Disinformation and Propaganda Ecosystem," in which the two media outlets 
are considered to be the key elements in alleged Kremlin’s disinformation campaign aiming at 
influencing viewers’ political convictions.
"RT and Sputnik are key state-funded and directed global messengers within this ecosystem, 
using the guise of conventional international media outlets to provide disinformation and 
propaganda support for the Kremlin's foreign policy objectives," the report says.
Moreover, the report claims that the Kremlin uses RT and Sputnik to gain political advantage 
when Russia does not benefit from the truth and is significantly involved in the decision-making 
process related to staffing and editorial policies.
Russia has dismissed Western allegations that it is preparing to invade Ukraine and has pointed 
out that NATO's military activity in the region contributes to instability. Moscow has reiterated 
that it has no intention of attacking any country and viewing the accusations against it as a 
pretext for deploying more alliance's military equipment close to Russia’s borders. Russia has 
been unequivocal that NATO’s expansion eastward is a threat to its national security.
Moreover, Western governments have made it difficult for Russian media outlets to operate on 
US and EU soil, where they have been subject to administrative and other forms of harassment 
and also subject to outright hostility of politicians and proxy entities.
In November 2016, the European Parliament adopted a resolution stating the need to counter 
the Russian media, with Sputnik and RT named as the main threats in the document. A number 
of Western politicians, including US congressmen, as well as the President of France, accused 
Sputnik and RT of interfering in the elections in the United States and France without providing 
any evidence to back their claims. Russian officials have dismissed the claims as unfounded.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Top US General, UK Counterpart Discuss 'Regional Security’ Matters - Joint Staff Spokesman

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Mark Milley and his 
UK counterpart Adm. Tony Radakin spoke by telephone to discuss regional security matters, 
Joint Staff spokesperson Dave Butler said.
"Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark A. Milley spoke with United Kingdom’s Chief of 
the Defense Staff Adm. Sir Tony Radakin today by phone," Butler said in a press release on 
Thursday. "The military leaders continued ongoing discussions of the regional security 
environment."
The call between the two defense officials took place in wake of the United Kingdom's 
deployment of some 30 special forces troops in Ukraine to help train the country’s armed forces 
to use new anti-tank weapons, according to media reports.
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Media reported that the United Kingdom delivered 2,000 anti-tank missile launchers to Ukraine 
this week.
\Afestern countries and Kiev have recently expressed concerns about the alleged "aggressive 
actions" of Russia near the border with Ukraine. Kiev accuses Moscow of military build-up and 
preparations for an invasion of the neighboring country.
However, Russia denies the allegations and reiterates that it has no intention of attacking any 
country. Moreover, Moscow views the accusations as a pretext for deploying more NATO 
military equipment close to Russia’s borders.
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US Prohibits Transactions in PdVSA Bond by One More Year, Protecting CITGO From Seizure

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The US Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) on Thursday extended a block on transactions with Petroleos de Venezuela, 
S.A. (PdVSA) 2020 8.5% bond by one more year, in a move that prevents creditors from seizing 
US-based petroleum refiner CITGO.
"Most recently, OFAC issued General License 51 on January 20, 2022, which further delays the 
effectiveness of the authorization in GL 5 until January 20, 2023," OFAC said in a press release. 
"As a result, during such period, transactions related to the sale or transfer of CITGO shares in 
connection with the PdVSA2020 8.5 percent bond are prohibited, unless specifically authorized 
by OFAC."
The general license 51, signed by OFAC Director Andrea Gacki, specified that it does not 
authorize other transactions and activities prohibited under Venezuela Sanctions Regulations 
even when enacted.
"To the extent an agreement may be reached on proposals to restructure or refinance payments 
due to the holders of the PdVSA 2020 8.5 percent bond, additional licensing requirements may 
apply. OFAC would encourage parties to apply for a specific license and would have a favorable 
licensing policy toward such an agreement," the press release said.
In 2019, the US Treasury took action to prevent Venezuelan creditors from taking control of 
PdVSA assets, among which was a US-based and most valuable asset, oil refinery Citgo with 
multiple locations in the country.
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Blinken Arrives in Geneva Ahead of Scheduled Talks With Lavrov - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken arrived in 
Geneva for his meeting with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to discuss security matters 
in Eastern Europe, according to a CNN correspondent traveling with the US delegation.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM

Blinken and Lavrov will discuss security matters concerning Ukraine and NATO's plans to 
expand eastward, which Moscow considers to be a threat to its national security.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) -

US SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA
* Four Ukraine nationals have been placed on the Office of Foreign Assets Control’s (OFAC) 
Specially Designated Nationals list and will have Russia-related sanctions imposed against 
them, the US Treasury Department said on Thursday.
* US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) has 
been recruiting Ukrainian nationals who are in key positions in Ukraine in order to gain access 
to sensitive information.
* A new draft of Russia sanctions proposed by US Rep. Jim Banks entails measures against 
Nord Stream 2 as well as organizations related to the project, according to the bill obtained by 
The Washington Post.
* US congressmen led by Republican Jim Banks want to cut funding for cybersecurity dialogue 
with Russia until alleged attacks on American entities end, according to the new sanctions bill 
obtained by The Washington Post.

BLINKEN VISIT TO GERMANY
* US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Thursday that the United States will decide if 
there is a diplomatic way forward with Russia after he meets with Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov later this week.
* Russia, like any country, has the right to protect itself, and the United States along with its 
European allies is prepared to discuss Moscow's security concerns and address them in a 
reciprocal manner, Blinken said.
* Blinken said that Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) has been recruiting Ukrainian 
nationals who are in key positions in Ukraine in order to gain access to sensitive information.

ERDOGAN PROPOSAL ON PUTIN-ZELENSKYY MEETING
* Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that Ankara wanted to organize a face-to-face 
meeting between Russian and Ukrainian presidents, Vladimir Putin and Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

PUTIN-MADURO TALKS
* Russian President Vladimir Putin and Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro held a phone 
conversation, confirming their adherence to further close coordination in international affairs, the 
Kremlin said on Thursday.

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
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* The situation in Ukraine is bigger than a clash between Russia and NATO, it is a crisis with 
global consequences, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Thursday.
* Accusations against Moscow of a possible "attack" on Ukraine are a bluff, they are trying to 
provoke Russia, but Moscow will not give in, Konstantin Gavrilov, the head of the Russian 
delegation at the military security and arms control talks in Vienna, said.
* The Donetsk People’s Republic’s (DPR) police say that the Ukrainian security forces have 
deployed military equipment in Donbas settlements.

IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT
* Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdoilahian 
discussed the "nuclear deal", confirming the countries' intention to continue negotiations in 
Vienna to restore it to its original form, the Russian Foreign Ministry said.
* It will be impossible to revive the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) unless a deal 
is reached with Iran in the coming days, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said.
* The development of nuclear weapons is not a part of Iran’s defense strategy, President 
Ebrahim Raisi said.

RUSSIAN CENTAL BANK POLICY ON CRYPTOCURRENCY
* The acquisition of cryptocurrencies may directly threaten the well-being of citizens, the 
Russian Central Bank said in a report on Thursday, adding that such investments create risks 
for the financial market.
* The Russian Central Bank proposed to ban the issuance, organization of circulation and 
exchange of cryptocurrencies in Russia.
* The Russian Central Bank called for banning of cryptocurrency mining in Russia due to the 
significant risks for economic and financial stability.
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Canada's Ontario to Begin Lifting COVID restrictions on January 31 - Premier

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Ontario will begin easing restrictions that have been in 
place to stop the spread the Omicron variant, with certain limits slated to be lifted on January 
31, Premier Doug Ford said in a press conference Thursday.
"Businesses return to 50 percent capacity on Jan 31," Ford said. "Arenas, concert venues and 
theatres are capped at 500. Moreover, indoor social gatherings of up to 10 people and outdoors 
gatherings of up to 25 will be permitted. If trends remain stable or improve, Ontario will move to 
the next step on Feb 21 and then March 14."
The percent positive has now dropped to 15.9 percent, Ford added, while new admissions to 
hospitals are starting to slow.
"And the health system workforce is stabilizing with more people coming back to work than 
calling in sick. As I said, when necessary, additional measures were always intended to be
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time-limited. They were one more tool to blunt the spread of Omicron and protect our hospitals," 
he said.
Ford said health and government officials are easing restrictions because the evidence indicates 
that previous measures have been working. He also said officials expect recent trends to 
continue as Omicron cases peak this month.
But Ford also added that officials are proceeding cautiously and judiciously, tempering their 
confidence with the realization of how far the province has come and knowing that "we’re not 
out of the woods yet." He said the coming weeks will continue to pose real challenges to 
hospitals, but said he expects hospital staff to manage those challenges.
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US Allows Baltic Nations to Transfer Lethal Weapons to Ukraine - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration approved a request from 
Lithuania, Estonia, and Latvia to send American-made lethal weapons to Ukraine in order to 
boost its military capabilities against Russia, The W&ll Street Journal reported on Thursday.
The report said, citing US officials, that Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia will send Javelin anti-tank 
weapons and Stinger air-defense systems to Ukraine after receiving a green light from the 
United States.
The State Department must approve export control regulations before allies can transfer US 
military equipment.
The United States will also provide Kiev with five Russian-made Mi-17 transport helicopters that 
were originally intended to be for the Afghan armed forces prior to the government's collapse 
and were being repaired in Ukraine.
President Joe Biden in late December approved an additional $200 million in security 
assistance to Ukraine, which will include more Javelins, the report said citing US officials.
The State Department did not respond immediately to Sputnik for a request for comment on the 
matter.
Western countries and Kiev have recently expressed concerns about the alleged "aggressive 
actions" of Russia near the border with Ukraine. Kiev accuses Moscow of military build-up and 
preparations for an invasion of the neighboring country. However, Russia denies the allegations 
and reiterates that it has no intention of attacking any country. Moreover, Moscow views the 
accusations as a pretext for deploying more NATO military equipment close to Russian borders.
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US, Western Allies Urge UNSC to Condemn North Korea's Missile Launches - Envoy
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UNITED NATIONS, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States, the United Kingdom, France, 
Ireland, Japan and several other countries urge the UN Security Council to condemn North 
Korea's recent ballistic missile launches, US Ambassador to the United Nations Linda-Thomas 
Greenfield said on Thursday ahead of closed UNSC discussions on the issue.
"Albania, Brazil, France, Ireland, Japan, United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom and the 
United States call on our fellow council members to be unified in condemning the DPRK [North 
Korea] for its acts in violation of UN Security Council resolutions. It is this unity in speech and 
action that has helped in the past bring the DPRK to the negotiating table and could advance 
stability for the region and international community," Thomas-Greenfield said.
She further called on North Korea to cease launches and return to dialogue toward the complete 
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.
"We stand ready to support a meaningful return to engagement and diplomacy without 
preconditions," the US diplomat said.
Pyongyang has confirmed it launched on Monday two tactical guided missiles that "precisely hit 
an island target in the East Sea of Korea." It became its fourth missile test in a month. On the 
first two occasions, Pyongyang claimed to have successfully tested hypersonic missiles.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Arrests Second Suspect for Alleged Role in Haiti President’s Murder - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US government has charged Rodolphe Jaar, a dual 
citizen of Haiti and Chile, as a second apprehended in connection with the plot to assassinate 
Haitian President Jovenel Moise, the US Justice Department said on Thursday.
"Rodolphe Jaar, 49, is charged with conspiring to commit murder or kidnapping outside the 
United States and providing material support resulting in death, knowing or intending that such 
material support would be used to prepare for or carry out the conspiracy to kill or kidnap," the 
Justice Department said in a press release.
Jaar is alleged to have participated alongside a group of approximately 20 Colombian citizens 
and a number of dual Haitian-American citizens in a plot to kidnap or kill Moise at his residence 
in Haiti, the release said.
Jaar is also alleged to have been responsible for providing weapons to the Colombian 
co-conspirators to facilitate the assassination plot and several of them stayed at his residence, 
the release also said.
On Wednesday, the Dominican Republic authorities arrested Jaar and agreed to extradite him to 
the United States, where he made his initial appearance before a US judge in Florida on 
Thursday, the release added.
Jaar faces a maximum penalty of life imprisonment if convicted, according to the release.
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US Appreciates How Russia Has Engaged on New START Renewal, Security Talks - Blinken 
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Thursday said 
the Biden administration appreciates Russia's engagement on strategic stability talks and the 
renewal of the New START Treaty.
"[T]he Biden administration has made clear our willingness to pursue a more stable, predictable 
relationship; to negotiate arms control agreements, like the renewal of New START, and launch 
our Strategic Stability Dialogue; to pursue common action to address the climate crisis and work 
in common cause to revive the Iran nuclear deal. And we appreciate how Russia has engaged 
with us in these efforts," Blinken said during remarks in Berlin.
Blinken also conveyed hope that the United States, its European partners, and Russia can 
resolve security issues in Eastern Europe through diplomacy.
Earlier this month, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov said he and his American 
counterpart during a bilateral meeting in Geneva briefly discussed the prospect of a future 
agreement to replace New START.
Last February, the Biden administration officially extended New START's expiration date until 
February 5, 2026. The agreement requires that the United States and Russia reduce their 
nuclear arsenal to a total of 700 missiles, 800 launchers and 1,550 deployed warheads.
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Meta Says Removed Over 130 Iranian Accounts for Coordinated Inauthentic Behavior

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Face book and Instagram parent company Meta 
removed more than 130 accounts from the two platforms during the months of December for 
suspected coordinated inauthentic behavior, Meta said on Thursday in a review of their 2021 
enforcement actions.
"V\fe removed eight Face book accounts and 126 Instagram accounts from Iran that primarily 
targeted audiences in the UK, with a focus on Scotland. We found this activity as a result of our 
internal investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic behavior in the region," Meta said. 
The investigation into the accounts found links to individuals in Iran, including some with a 
background in teaching English as a foreign language, Meta added.
The company said it also removed in December accounts from Mexico that targeted audiences 
in other Latin American countries as well as accounts from Turkey that mainly targeted people in 
Libya.
Meta explained that coordinated inauthentic behavior is a systemic effort to manipulate public 
debate for a strategic goal where fake accounts are central to the operation.
The company said it works to stop such activity in the context of domestic, non-government 
campaigns and when it occurs on behalf of foreign government actors.
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Biden Has Not Spoken With Zelenskyy Since ‘Minor Incursion’ Remarks - White House

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden has not spoken with his 
Ukrainian counterpart, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, since his remarks about the possibility of Russia 
conducting a "minor incursion" of the neighboring country, White House Press Secretary Jen 
Psaki said on Thursday.
During his first press conference of 2022 on Wednesday, Biden warned that it would be a 
"disaster" for Russia if it invaded its western neighbor. He, however, said that in the event of "a 
minor incursion," the United States and its allies will just "end up having to fight about what to do 
and what not to do." The remark drew much criticism, and White House spokeswoman Psaki 
has since made a statement about a "swift, severe, and united response" to Russia in the event 
of any aggressive action.
"He has not," Psaki said, when asked whether Biden spoke with Zelenskyy since his comments 
on Wednesday.
Zelenskyy responded on Thursday to Biden's remarks, saying that there are "no minor 
incursions and small nations."
Russia has repeatedly dismissed allegations by the West and Kiev about "aggressive actions" 
near the Ukrainian border and an alleged military build-up. On Wednesday, Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov reiterated that the country will not attack Ukraine and is taking 
no actions to threaten the security of its neighbor.
Russia has stated that it has the right to move its troops within its territory at its discretion. The 
accusations made by Western countries appear to be a pretext for deploying more NATO 
military equipment near Russian borders, according to Moscow.
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White House Says 'Nothing to Predict' on Possible Call Between Biden, Putin in Coming Days

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki on Thursday 
said that at the moment there is nothing to announce regarding a possible call between Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and US leader Joe Biden in the upcoming days.
" I don’t have anything to predict on that front," Psaki said at a press briefing when asked 
whether there may be a phone call between Biden and Putin in the next few days to try to fix 
things.
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Number of Blacks in US Born in Foreign Country to Double by 2060 - Pew Research Study 
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - One of every ten Black people in the United States as of 
2019 was born in a foreign country, a number likely to double by 2060, Pew Research Center 
said in a study on Thursday.
"Roughly 4.6 million, or one-in-ten, Black people in the US was born in a different country as of 
2019, up from 3% in 1980," the study said. "By 2060, the US Census Bureau projects that this 
number will increase to 9.5 million, or more than double the current level."
According to Pew researchers, between 1980 and 2019 the nation’s Black population as a 
whole grew by 20 million with Black people who are foreign-born comprising 19 percent of this 
growth.
It is expected that in the future the Black immigrant population will count as about 33 percent of 
US Black population growth through 2060, Pew analysts said.
The researchers noted also that Black immigrant growth is expected to overtake African 
Americans. Even though the numbers in both groups is increasing, the number of foreign-born 
Blacks is projected to explode by 90 percent between 2020 and 2060, while their counterparts 
are expected to grow by 29 percent during that same period.
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Blinken, German Chancellor Discuss Ukraine Crisis, China Challenges - US State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz met earlier on Thursday and discussed the Ukraine crisis and the 
challenges posed by China, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout of the 
conversation.
"The Chancellor and the Secretary reiterated our steadfast support for Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity and joint commitment to impose massive consequences and severe costs 
should Russia escalate its aggression against Ukraine,” Price said. “They also discussed the 
challenges posed by the People’s Republic of China and our shared determination to uphold 
universal values.”
The two officials also addressed the urgency of the need to reach an agreement on a mutual 
return to the Iran nuclear agreement, formally known as Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, 
Price added.
The United States and its allies have accused Russia of a preparing to invade Ukraine.
However, Russia has repeatedly denied the Western allegations and emphasized it is does not 
intend to launch a military operation against any country. Russia has also said it views the 
allegations as a pretext for NATO to deploy additional military equipment and infrastructure near 
Russia’s borders.
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Sullivan, Japan Counterpart Discuss Ukraine , N. Korea - US National Security Council

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan and his 
Japanese counterpart Akiba Takeo discussed over the telephone the situation on the 
Russian-Ukrainian border and joint approaches to North Korea and China, National Security 
Council spokesperson Emily Horne on Thursday.
"Sullivan underscored concern about the possibility of further Russian aggression in Ukraine, 
and the two concurred on the importance of solidarity in signaling to Moscow the strong, united 
response that would result from any attack," Horne said in a statement.
The officials also discussed the preparations for the upcoming meeting between US President 
Joe Biden and Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on January 21., the statement said 
"The two discussed key issues in the US-Japan Alliance, and our respective approaches to 
North Korea, China, and economic issues in the Indo-Pacific," the statement added.
Russia has repeatedly dismissed the United States’ allegations that it is preparing to invade 
Ukraine, pointing instead to the actual threat posed by NATO's military activity in the region. The 
Kremlin has said Russia has no intention to attack any country and views the accusations 
against it as a pretext for deploying additional NATO equipment and infrastructure close to 
Russia’s borders.
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New US House Sanctions Bill to Deter Russia on Ukraine May Appear Next Week - Pelosi

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US House leaders expect to unveil a new economic 
sanctions bill to either deter Russia from invading Ukraine or punish it for doing so by February 
and possibly as early as next week, Speaker Nancy Pelosi said on Thursday.
"[The sanctions bill on the Ukraine issue is] very important," Pelosi told a press conference. "We 
anticipate a companion bill in the House: [Senator Robert] Menendez has a bill in the Senate. It 
could be next week, it could be next month."
Pelosi explained that the US House Democratic leadership was also preparing more legislation 
to fund increased assistance to Ukraine and more support for NATO in order to increase and 
coordinate pressure on Russia.
"V\fe will go forward with the assistance to Ukraine, robust Russian sanctions [and] support for 
NATO," she said.
Earlier on Thursday, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said Kiev expected Washington 
to take active measures against Russia in the event of an escalation of the crises. US President 
Joe Biden said on Wednesday that the United States and its allies would impose severe
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sanctions on Russia if it invaded Ukraine, possibly including prohibiting Russian banks from 
dealing in US dollars.
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Sullivan Briefs Bucharest Nine on Blinken’s Upcoming Meeting With Lavrov-White House

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan briefed his 
Eastern European counterparts, members of the Bucharest Nine group, on the upcoming 
meeting of US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
on Ukraine, the White House said on Thursday.
“National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan spoke today with National Security Advisors, Foreign 
Ministers, and other officials from the Bucharest Nine (B9) group of our eastern flank NATO 
Allies. Mr. Sullivan briefed on US diplomatic efforts related to Russia’s destabilizing military 
buildup along Ukraine’s border, including Secretary Blinken’s upcoming meeting with Russian 
Foreign Minister Lavrov,” the White House said in a press release.
Sullivan also welcomed continued close coordination with the B9 countries on NATO deterrence 
and defense efforts while the participants underscored the importance of Transatlantic unity, 
calling it their greatest strength.
The Bucharest Nine members are Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia.
Earlier in the day, Blinken said he does not expect to resolve the existing differences in positions 
on Ukraine’s membership in NATO between Moscow and Washington at the meeting with 
Lavrov in Geneva on Friday.
On Wednesday, Blinken met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Foreign 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba in Kiev. The sides discussed American and international security 
assistance to Kiev, with Blinken underscoring the US commitment to diplomacy, alongside 
readiness "to impose severe costs for further Russian aggression against Ukraine."
Russia has on many occasions dismissed the allegations that it was preparing to invade 
Ukraine, pointing to the insecurity created by NATO's military activity in the region. Moscow 
reiterates that it has no intention of attacking any country, viewing the accusations as a pretext 
for deploying more alliance's military equipment close to Russian borders.
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Gasoline Stocks Continue Piling as US Demand Contrasts With Oil Rally - Energy Agency

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US gasoline stocks rose almost 6 million barrels last 
week and ballooned by a record 24 million barrels over a three-week period amid
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seasonally-weak demand that contrasts with the rally in global oil prices, data from the Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) showed Wednesday.
London-traded global crude oil benchmark Brent as well as the New York-traded West Texas 
Intermediate crude are both up 14% for January, extending last year’s rally of more than 50%. 
But gasoline inventories in the United States have climbed by their most in three weeks as 
demand for fuels cratered after the end of holiday travels for the 2021 year-end.
Analysts say the data suggests that US refiners were turning a surfeit of crude into fuel products 
while the Omicron variant of the coronavirus was clearly reducing driving, work-commuting and 
other activities that required fuels.
"Gasoline is the weakest component of the entire US oil complex now and the rally in oil seems 
completely oblivious to that,” John Kilduff, founding partner at New York energy hedge fund 
Again Capital, said. "It’s one of the wackiest energy datasets that you’ll see, even after 
discounting the seasonally-weak January to March period for road travel.”
Automobile fuel gasoline, also known as petrol outside the United States, is America’s 
most-consumed oil product. Last week’s stockpile rise of 5.873 million barrels came on top of 
back-to-back previous builds of 7.961 million and 10.128 million barrels. On a longer time 
horizon, gasoline inventories have grown by around 37 million barrels over eight weeks, EIA 
data showed.
US crude oil itself saw a stockpile rise of 515,000 barrels last week, after a 4.55 million decline 
the previous week. Crude stockpiles are down by just around 6 million barrels over the past 
three weeks, explaining only partly for the current balance of gasoline in the market.
US inventories of oil distillates, which are refined into diesel for trucks, buses, trains and ships 
as well as fuel for jets, meanwhile fell by 1.431 million barrels last week after an increase of 2.54 
million the previous week.
The global rally in crude prices coincides with years of under-investment in new oil exploration 
and production, with the impact showing now as demand normalizes two years into the 
coronavirus pandemic. On top of the shortage in new oil, there is also the deliberate squeeze on 
regular output by producer alliance OPEC+ which continues to withhold from the market an 
estimated 4 million barrels daily from cuts of some 10 million barrels per day carried out during 
the height of the Covid-triggered demand destruction. U.S. output, once the world’s largest with 
a pre-pandemic high of 13.1 million barrels daily, is now at under 12 million, thanks to unfriendly 
drilling policies of the Biden administration which wants renewable, green energy over fossils. 
Last, but not least, oil prices are 60% higher now than a year ago because of the investment 
dollars gushing into crude in the name of inflation hedging. This week, geopolitical tensions 
arising from Houthi rebel attacks on the United Arab Emirates, a key OPEC* producer, and a 
pipeline outage in Turkey, contributed to higher prices.
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House Republican Leaders Give Biden ‘F’ for Performance During First Year in Office
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WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US House Republican leaders have given President Joe 
Biden an 'F' failing grade for his performance through his first year of office, including his 
handling of the coronavirus pandemic, energy issues and tensions with Russia, Republican 
Whip Steve Scalise told a press conference on Thursday.
"Joe Biden would get an ’F for Failure," Scalise said. "People are longing for a year ago when 
people were paying less than $2 a gallon we were undercutting Russia and OPEC [Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries]."
US House Minority LeKevin McCarthy said Biden's policies had wrecked the US economy, 
unleashed the worst inflation in more than 40 years and sent the border immigration crisis and 
proliferation of lethal drugs flowing into the country from China through Mexico out of control. 
The American people had now experienced "one party socialist rule for one year ...(with) 1.8 
million coming here illegally the fentanyl coming across the border. There's enough fentanyl in 
America today to kill every person [in the country] seven times over," McCarthy said. 
Supermarket shelves were empty as Biden had still failed to solve the supply chain crisis, 
gasoline and other energy prices were soaring out of control and Biden had canceled the 
Keystone XL pipeline from Canada while giving Russia the go-ahead to complete and open its 
own Nord Stream 2 into Western Europe, McCarthy added.
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US Military Bombed Syrian Dam on ‘No-Strike’ List, Causing Loss of Function - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The US military in 2017 bombed the Tabqa Dam in 
northern Syria causing it to stop functioning entirely despite the dam being placed on a no-strike 
list of protected civilian sites, the New York Times reported on Thursday, citing anonymous 
former officials.
US special operations forces struck the dam using large conventional bombs - including at least 
one BLU-109 bunker-buster bomb made to destroy thick concrete structures - in March of 2017, 
resulting in a loss of function that nearly resulted in catastrophe, the report said.
The reservoir rose 50 feet and almost spilled over the dam, nearly causing a catastrophic 
situation in which “the number of casualties would have exceeded the number of Syrians who 
have died throughout the war,” according to a former dam director.
The dam attack resulted in such a dire situation that authorities upstream in Turkey stopped the 
flow of water into Syria and a rare emergency ceasefire was called by the Islamic State terror 
group (banned in Russia), the Syrian government, Syrian Defense Forces and United States, 
the report said.
US Central Command chief spokesman Capt. Bill Urban acknowledged the strike, but clarified 
that it targeted towers attached to the dam and not the dam itself. Analysis indicated that the 
strike was not likely to cause structural damage to the dam, and given that the dam did not 
collapse, “that analysis has proved accurate,” Urban said.
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However, dam workers found an undetonated BLU-109 bunker-buster bomb five floors deep in 
the structure's control tower that might have resulted in the whole dam collapsing, the report 
said.
The US government viewed the dam as essential to victory in the fight against the Islamic State 
in Syria, given the dam’s proximity and importance to the terror group’s self-proclaimed capital 
in Raqqa. In the 2017 offensive to retake the region, the US-led coalition determined that they 
would have to take the dam to keep the Islamic State from intentionally flooding forces 
downstream.
The bombing took place despite Defense Intelligence Agency recommendations not to strike the 
dam due to concerns about causing a critical malfunction and deadly flood. The US special 
operations forces requested the strike for pre-emptive “terrain denial” purposes, and initially 
used bombs that explode in the air before requesting the bunker-buster after failing to dislodge 
the enemy combatants, according
The Islamic State fighters fled the area several days after the strike and sabotaged the dam’s 
turbines during their retreat, dam engineers reportedly said. US-led coalition forces took the 
nearby Islamic State capital several months later in the Second Battle of Raqqa.
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US District Attorney Seeks Jury for Probe Into Trump's Alleged Election Meddling Attempt 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3-7)
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Fani Willis, a district attorney in the US state of Georgia, 
is requesting a grand jury to help in her investigation into former President Donald Trump's 
alleged attempt to interfere in the state’s 2020 presidential election results, according to a 
request filed on Thursday.
"I am hereby requesting, as the elected District Attorney for Fulton County... that a special 
purpose grand jury be impaneled for the purpose of investigating the facts and circumstances 
relating directly or indirectly to possible attempts to disrupt the lawful administration of the 2020 
elections in the State of Georgia," Willis said in a letter to Fulton County Judge Christopher 
Brasher.
Willis said her office has made multiple attempts to interview witnesses and gather evidence 
related to the investigation, however, a significant number of witnesses have refused to 
cooperate.
A grand jury will not have the authority to issue an indictment but may provide recommendations 
related to criminal prosecution if it deems it necessary, she said.
Willis also requested a judge to oversee the jury's investigation, if one is approved.
The Fulton County District Attorney’s office opened a probe last February into allegations that 
Trump attempted to overturn the state election results in 2020. The probe originated after 
reports claimed Trump called and urged Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger to find 
votes to reverse then-Democratic candidate Joe Biden's victory in the state.
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Trump has repeatedly said he considered the 2020 presidential election results in several US 
states to be fraudulent, robbing him of election victory, and has been a subject of a political 
witch hunt as a result of his efforts to prove election and voter fraud.
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Biden Says US Must Be Ready for Russia's Tactics in Ukraine, Including Use of 'Green Men'

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States must be prepared for different tactics 
Russia may use in Ukraine, including utilizing the so-called "green men" soldiers who do not 
wear Russian insignia as well as cyberattacks, US President Joe Biden said on Thursday. 
"Russia has a long history of using measures other than overt military actions to carry out 
aggression - paramilitary tactics, so-called ‘gray zone’ attacks, actions by Russian soldiers not 
wearing Russian uniform," Biden told reporters at the White House.
The US president pointed out that such measures must include using "green men" and 
cyberattacks against Ukrainian infrastructure.
"\Ne have to be ready to respond to these as well, in a decisively united way with a range of 
tools of our disposal," Biden said.
Russia has repeatedly dismissed the United States’ allegations that it is preparing to invade 
Ukraine, pointing instead to the actual threat posed by NATO's military activity in the region. The 
Kremlin has said Russia has no intention to attack any country and views the accusations 
against it as a pretext for deploying additional NATO equipment and infrastructure close to 
Russia’s borders.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Supply Chain Disruptions Raise Inflation, Wbrsen Financial Conditions - Georgieva

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Supply chain disruptions caused by the pandemic 
contribute to inflation and lead to worsening financial conditions, IMF Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said on Thursday.
"We are also, all of us, affected by disruption of supply chains and these disruptions in countries 
where demand has caught up but supply hasn't is one of the factors pushing inflation up," 
Georgieva said. "What does it mean - potentially heightening of financial conditions."
According to last week’s UN World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2022 report, the 
global economy is projected to grow by 4% this year and 3.5% in 2023 after a strong recovery in 
2021.

New waves of COVID-19 infections, persistent labor market challenges, supply-chain 
disruptions, and soaring inflation affect global economic recovery, the report said.
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This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US District Attorney Asks Jury for Probe Into Trump's Alleged Election Meddling Attempt 
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Fani Willis, a district attorney in the US state of Georgia, 
is requesting a grand jury to help in her investigation into former President Donald Trump's 
alleged attempt to interfere in the state's 2020 presidential election results, according to a 
request filed on Thursday.
"I am hereby requesting, as the elected District Attorney for Fulton County,. ..that a special 
purpose grand jury be impaneled for the purpose of investigating the facts and circumstances 
relating directly or indirectly to possible attempts to disrupt the lawful administration of the 2020 
elections in the State of Georgia,” Willis said in a letter to Fulton County Judge Christopher 
Brasher.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Biden Says Any Russian Troop Movements Into Ukraine Wauld Constitute Invasion

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The United States will consider any move of Russian 
troop into Ukraine as ‘an invasion’, US President Joe Biden said on Thursday.
"I have been absolutely clear with President [Vladimir] Putin: if any assembled Russian units will 
move across the Ukrainian border, that is an invasion," Biden told reporters at the White House. 
The US president pointed out that such a development would meet "a severe and coordinated 
economic response.”
Biden also said he already ad discussed the potential measures the United States and its allies 
would undertake in a case of an invasion and conveyed them to Putin.
"There is no doubt that if Putin makes this choice, Russia will pay a heavy price," he said.
Russia has repeatedly dismissed the United States’ allegations that it is preparing to invade 
Ukraine, pointing instead to the actual threat posed by NATO's military activity in the region. The 
Kremlin has said Russia has no intention to attack any country and views the accusations 
against it as a pretext for deploying additional NATO equipment and infrastructure close to 
Russia’s borders.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Official Claims Russian FSB Uses RT, Sputnik to Advance Foreign Policy in Ukraine
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WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Russia security services are utilizing the country’s media 
outlets to falsely present Ukraine as an aggressor, a US senior official said during a press 
briefing on Thursday.
"We know that Russia's Federal Security Service or FSB directly tasks and influences proxy 
media outlets to publish content that denigrates Ukraine and falsely depicts it as an aggressor,” 
the official said. “Articles that appear on these proxy outlets as a result have made their way not 
only to official Russian state funded media outlets, like RIA Novosti, RT and Sputnik, but to 
other outlets as well."
However, the official did not provide evidence to back the allegations but re-asserted the claims 
as if they were a fact.
"Russian state-owned and state-directed media such as RT and Sputnik play a crucial role in 
how Russia uses disinformation to advance its foreign policy,” the official added.
Russia has repeatedly dismissed Western allegations that it is preparing to invade Ukraine and 
has pointed to the insecurity created by NATO's military activity in the region. Moscow reiterates 
that it has no intention of attacking any country, viewing the accusations as a pretext for 
deploying more alliance's military equipment close to Russian borders.
The United States and its allies have repeatedly alleged that Russian media outlets are 
influenced by the government and have made it difficult for them to operate on US and EU soil, 
where they have been subject to administrative and other forms of harassment and also subject 
to outright hostility of politicians and proxy entities.
In November 2016, the European Parliament adopted a resolution stating the need to counter 
the Russian media, with Sputnik and RT named as the main threats in the document. A number 
of Western politicians, including US congressmen, as well as the President of France, have 
accused Sputnik and RT of interfering in the elections in the United States and France without 
providing any evidence to back their claims.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN Chief Hopes Lavrov-Blinken Meeting Will Lead to De-Escalation - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, January 20 (Sputnik) - UN chief Antonio Guterres hopes the upcoming 
meeting between US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov will lead to defusing tensions around Ukraine, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on 
Thursday.
The two will meet in Geneva on Friday to follow up on last week's diplomatic engagements 
regarding Russia's security proposals.
"He [Guterres] continues to call for dialogue. \Ne do have the upcoming meeting, ... and we 
hope that would lead to de-escalation," Dujarric told a press briefing.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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US House Panel Asks Ivanka Trump for Testimony Related to January 6 Capitol Riot - Letter

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The US House committee investigating the January 6 
Capitol riot sent a letter on Thursday requesting records and testimony from Ivanka Trump, who 
served as a White House adviser to her father.
"We write to request your voluntary cooperation with our investigation on a range of critical 
topics ... we propose meeting with you on February 3 or 4, 2022," Committee Chairman Bennie 
Thompson said in the letter.
The committee is seeking records related to former President Donald Trump’s election fraud 
claims and his handling of the January 6 riot at the US Capitol building.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN Chief Alarmed at Continuing Airstrikes Across Yemen, Urges Restraint - Spokesperson

UNITED NATIONS, January 20 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres expressed 
alarm about airstrikes undertaken across Yemen and called on the parties to the conflict to 
exercise maximum restraint, United Nations spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said on Thursday. 
"The Secretary-General expresses his alarm at continuing airstrikes in Sanaa, Hudaydah and 
elsewhere in Yemen during the recent days. He also notes with alarm that missile attacks and 
shelling also continues in several other areas in the country,” Dujarric said during a press 
briefing. “The Secretary-General reiterates his call on the parties to exercise maximum restraint 
and prevent any escalation amid heightened tensions in the region, and as well as to respect 
their obligations under international humanitarian law.”

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

World Economy to Lose $12.5Trln in Output by 2024 Because of COVID-19 - IMF Chief

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The world economy will lose $12.5 trillion in output by 
2024 due to the pandemic, the International Monetary Fund managing director said on 
Thursday.
"The world economy between nowand 2024 is losing $12.5 trillion in output because of 
COVID," Kristalina Georgieva said. "And we are going to actually update this number revising it 
upwards because of Omicron."
The global economy is projected to grow by only 4% in 2022 and 3.5% the following year after a 
strong recovery in 2021, a new United Nations' World Economic Situation and Prospects 
(WESP) 2022 report revealed last week.
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The new waves of COVID-19 infections, persistent labor market challenges, supply-chain 
disruptions, and soaring inflation affect global economic recovery, the report said.
In light of the report’s findings, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said the global 
community needs to develop targeted, coordinated measures to close inequality gaps among 
nations.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Stoltenberg Says NATO Helping Train Ukraine Forces to Resist Russia

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - NATO is helping train Ukrainian forces to resist a 
possible Russian invasion of their country, Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said on 
Thursday.
“We are training, helping Ukraine with equipment, training their forces so they can resist. They 
have an inherent right for self defense,” Stoltenberg told CNN in response to a question about 
what he wishes to convey to Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Stoltenberg explained Russia says it wants less NATO presence, but its aggressive actions are 
leading to the opposite situation and the alliance is currently considering deploying more troops 
the eastern flank.
The NATO allies are united and have sent a clear message Russia will pay a high price if it 
further invades Ukraine, Stoltenberg said.
Representatives of Russia and NATO met last week to discuss European security and Russian 
concerns about NATO enlargement. Russia has repeatedly warned that the emergence of 
NATO’s military infrastructure in close proximity to its borders if Ukraine or any other country in 
the post-Soviet space joins the alliance is a threat to its national security.
NATO said it would not change its stance on the right of sovereign nations to join the alliance on 
a voluntary basis but expressed hope for further dialogue with Russia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Alleges Russia Spreading Disinformation to Present Ukraine as Aggressor - Statement

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The US Department of State on Thursday issued two 
fact sheets alleging that Russia is spreading disinformation to paint Ukraine as the aggressor in 
the relations between the two countries, but it did not present any specific facts to support its 
allegations.
"The Department of State, working with the US interagency, is aware of several Russian military 
and intelligence entities that are engaged in information confrontation targeting Ukraine. These 
activities include the spread of disinformation and propaganda attempting to paint Ukraine and 
Ukrainian government officials as the aggressor in the Russia-Ukraine relationship," the first fact 
sheet said.
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The State Department also alleged that Russia has "fabricated a set of false narratives that its 
disinformation and propaganda ecosystem persistently injects into the global information 
environment.”
The narratives act like a template that enables Moscow to adjust them “with a complete 
disregard for truth as it shapes the information environment to support its policy goals,” it added. 
On Wednesday, US State Secretary Antony Blinken met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba in Kiev. The officials discussed the United 
States’ and the international security assistance to Kiev, with Blinken underscoring Washington’s 
commitment to diplomacy alongside its readiness "to impose severe costs for further Russian 
aggression against Ukraine."
Russia has repeatedly dismissed the United States’ allegations that it is preparing to invade 
Ukraine, pointing instead to the actual threat posed by NATO's military activity in the region. The 
Kremlin has said Russia has no intention to attack any country and views the accusations 
against it as a pretext for deploying additional NATO equipment and infrastructure close to 
Russia’s borders.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN Agencies Seek Release of Gravely III Palestinian Child Held by Israel - Joint Statement

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Several UN agencies called Thursday for Israel to 
immediately release 17-year-old Amal Nakhleh who is seriously ill but in administrative 
detention.
"Neither Amal nor his lawyers or family have been informed of the reasons for his arrest and 
detention," the joint statement said. "Amal suffers from a severe autoimmune disease that 
requires continuous medical treatment and monitoring. Wfe call for Amal’s immediate and 
unconditional release from detention in line with international human rights law."
Israeli authorities recently extended Amal’s detention without charge or trial until May 18, 2022. 
He has been in administrative detention for more than one year.
Agency officials from the UN Children’s Fund, the UN Relief and W^rks Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East, and the UN Human Rights Office said Amal’s case is one of several 
where a Palestinian child has been detained without charge or trial. There are at least three 
other Palestinian youths who are being held in administrative detention and were under age 18 
when they were first detained.
The officials echoed the UN chief who since 2015 has been calling on Israel, in his annual 
Report on Children and Armed Conflict, to halt the administrative detention of children "which 
deprives children of their liberty and must immediately end."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM

US Treasury Says Sanctioned Ukrainians Engaged in 'Russia-Directed Influence Operations' 
(Adds details in paras 5-7)
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The four Ukrainians targeted in the latest Russia-related 
sanctions are engaged in running influence and disinformation campaigns on behalf of Russian 
security services, the US Treasury Department said on Thursday.
"The individuals designated today act at the direction of the Russian Federal Security Service 
(FSB), an intelligence service sanctioned by the United States, and support Russia-directed 
influence operations against the United States and its allies and partners. The four individuals 
have played various roles in Russia's global influence campaign to destabilize sovereign 
countries in support of the Kremlin’s political objectives," the Treasury Department said.
The sanctions were the latest action taken to target purveyors of Russian "disinformation" and 
are intended to target, undermine and expose Russia's "destabilization efforts" in Ukraine, the 
Treasury Department added.
The sanctioned individuals are two opposition lawmakers, Taras Kozak and Oleh Voloshyn; 
ex-member of parliament Volodymyr Oliynyk; and Vladimir Sivkovich, former vice prime minister 
and deputy secretary of the National Security and Defense Council. The former also owns 
Ukrainian TV channels NewsOne, 112 Ukraine and ZIK.
Russian intelligence services have been recruiting Ukrainian nationals in key positions to gain 
access to sensitive information, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Thursday in a 
statement. Such officials are allegedly leveraged in an attempt to create instability in Ukraine, 
Blinken also said.
Russia has allegedly used hybrid tactics, including disinformation and other influence 
campaigns, to destabilize Ukraine for years, Blinken added, noting a 2020 "comprehensive 
information operation" designed to degrade Ukraine’s ability to independently function as a 
state.
The sanctions designations come amid increased tensions between Russia, Ukraine and the 
West sparked by a purported buildup of Russian forces near the border with Ukraine. Russia 
denies accusations that they are planning an invasion, instead arguing that they reserve the 
right to perform troop movements within their own territory.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

CORRECTION - US Treasury Says Sanctioned Ukrainians Engaged in 'Russia-Directed 
Influence Operations'
(Corrects para 4 to say that Volodymyr Oliynyk is ex-lawmaker)
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The four individuals targeted in the latest Russia-related 
sanctions are engaged in running influence and disinformation campaigns on behalf of Russian 
security services, the US Treasury Department said on Thursday.
"The individuals designated today act at the direction of the Russian Federal Security Service 
(FSB), an intelligence service sanctioned by the United States, and support Russia-directed 
influence operations against the United States and its allies and partners. The four individuals

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM

have played various roles in Russia’s global influence campaign to destabilize sovereign 
countries in support of the Kremlin’s political objectives," the Treasury Department said.
The sanctions were the latest action taken to target purveyors of Russian "disinformation" and 
are intended to target, undermine and expose Russia’s "destabilization efforts" in Ukraine, the 
Treasury Department added.
The sanctioned individuals are two opposition lawmakers, Taras Kozak and Oleh Voloshyn; 
ex-member of parliament Volodymyr Oliynyk; and Vladimir Sivkovich, former vice prime minister 
and deputy secretary of the National Security and Defense Council. The former also owns 
Ukrainian TV channels NewsOne, 112 Ukraine and ZIK.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Jobless Claims Hit 3-Month Highs Ahead of Impending Federal Reserve Interest Rate Hike 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3-9)
WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US unemployment claims hit a three-month high, rising 
for a third week in a row, as policymakers struggled with ensuring consistent jobs growth in an 
economy headed for its first pandemic-era interest rate hike, Labor Department data revealed 
on Thursday.
"In the week ending January 15, the advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was 
286,000, an increase of 55,000 from the previous week's revised level," the department said in a 
news release. It was the highest climb in weekly jobless claims since October. With the latest 
increase, claims are up by 88,000 over a three-week period.
Some labor market analysts said the spike in unemployment claims was probably due to an 
increase of coronavirus Omicron variant cases that had discouraged more people from looking 
for work, but more data on this was needed to determine if a trend was developing.
After staggering unemployment initially triggered by the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, the 
labor market steadily picked up, showing a jobless rate of 3.9% in December from a high of 
14.8% in April 2020.
That December rate was just below the 4% mark that the US Federal Reserve defines as 
"maximum employment." In terms of total job losses, the number stood at around 20 million at 
the height of the pandemic before falling to around 4 million now, officials say.
The Federal Reserve is closely watching weekly jobless claims and monthly numbers on 
employment, as well as those on inflation, to determine the timing and gravity of the first 
pandemic-era interest rate hike. The central bank slashed rates to almost zero after the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 crisis in March 2020, and has kept them there since.
The Fed now says the United States probably needs a series of rate hikes to counter inflation, 
as prices have soared from the lows of the pandemic and due to trillions of dollars of pandemic 
relief spending, higher wage payouts and supply chain disruptions.
The Federal Reserve target for inflation is 2% per year. But the US Consumer Price Index, an 
important barometer for inflation, grew by 7% in the year to December, expanding at its fastest 
rate since 1982. Aside from keeping to its inflation target, the US central bank is also
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responsible for ensuring maximum employment among Americans. That makes any interest rate 
hike it executes not only economically-sensitive but also socially- and po I it ica I ly-pote nt.
The United States is experiencing one of the greatest transformations of its employment market 
as COVID-19 measures upended labor supply and work trends, putting employees’ demands 
above those of employers.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN General Assembly Adopts by Consensus Resolution Rejecting Any Denial of Holocaust

UNITED NATIONS, January 20 (Sputnik) - The UN General Assembly on Thursday adopted 
without a vote a resolution condemning any denial of the Holocaust during the Second Wbrld
War,
The resolution "rejects and condemns without any reservation any denial of the Holocaust as a 
historical event, either in full or in part.”
The resolution also “urges all [United Nations] member states to reject without any reservation 
any denial or distortion of the Holocaust as a historical event, either in full or in part, or any 
activities to this end.”

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Treasury Says Sanctioned Ukrainians Engaged in 'Russia-Directed Influence Operations'

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The four individuals targeted in the latest Russia-related 
sanctions are engaged in running influence and disinformation campaigns on behalf of Russian 
security services, the US Treasury Department said on Thursday.
"The individuals designated today act at the direction of the Russian Federal Security Service 
(FSB), an intelligence service sanctioned by the United States, and support Russia-directed 
influence operations against the United States and its allies and partners. The four individuals 
have played various roles in Russia’s global influence campaign to destabilize sovereign 
countries in support of the Kremlin’s political objectives," the Treasury Department said.
The sanctions were the latest action taken to target purveyors of Russian "disinformation" and 
are intended to target, undermine and expose Russia’s "destabilization efforts" in Ukraine, the 
Treasury Department added.
The sanctioned individuals are two opposition lawmakers, Taras Kozak and Oleh Voloshyn; 
ex-Ukrainian vice president Volodymyr Oliynyk; and Vladimir Sivkovich, former deputy secretary 
of the National Security and Defense Council. The former also owns Ukrainian TV channels 
NewsOne, 112 Ukraine and ZIK.
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This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Blinken Says Russia’s FSB Recruiting Ukrainians to Gain Access to Sensitive Information

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Thursday 
that Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) has been recruiting Ukrainian nationals who are in 
key positions in Ukraine in order to gain access to sensitive information.
"In advance of a potential further invasion of Ukraine, Russian intelligence services, mainly the 
Federal Security Service (FSB), a US sanctioned entity, have been recruiting Ukrainian 
nationals in key positions to gain access to sensitive information," Blinken said. "The FSB 
leverages these officials in an attempt to create instability in Ukraine."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UN General Assembly President Calls on All States to Observe Truce During Beijing Olympics

UNITED NATIONS, January 20 (Sputnik) - UN General Assembly President Abdulla Shahid on 
Thursday called on all states to observe a truce and promote a culture of peace during the 
upcoming 2022 Winter Olympics in China.
"As President of the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth session, I solemnly appeal to all 
Member States to demonstrate their commitment to the Olympic Truce for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games Beijing 2022 and to undertake concrete actions at the local, national, 
regional and world levels to promote and strengthen a culture of peace and harmony based on 
the spirit of the truce," Shahid said.
Shahid also urged all warring parties in ongoing armed conflicts across the world to agree to 
mutual ceasefires for the duration of the Olympic truce, which, he said, would provide an 
opportunity to resolve disputes peacefully.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Imposes Russia-Related Sanctions on 4 Individuals - Treasury

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Four Ukraine nationals have been placed on the Office 
of Foreign Assets Control’s (OFAC) Specially Designated Nationals list and will have 
Russia-related sanctions imposed against them, the US Treasury Department said on Thursday. 
OFAC sanctioned Taras Romanovych Kozak, Volodymyr Mykolayovych Oliynyk, Vladimir 
Leonidovich Sivkovich and Oieh Voloshyn under Russian harmful foreign activities designations, 
the Treasury Department said.
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Blinken Says Not Expecting to Resolve Disagreements With Russia in Geneva on Friday

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Thursday 
he does not believe that existing differences with Russia will be resolved during his meeting with 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Geneva.
"These are difficult issues we are facing, and resolving them won't be done quickly. I don’t 
expect well solve them in Geneva tomorrow. But we can advance our mutual understanding - 
and that, combined with de-escalation of Russia’s military build-up on Ukraine’s borders, can 
turn us away from this crisis in the weeks ahead," Blinken said in a speech following a meeting 
with the German leadership in Berlin.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US, NATO Not Seeking to Jeopardize Russia's Security - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Neither Ukraine nor the United States and NATO 
members are seeking to jeopardize the right of the Russian people to live in security and dignity, 
and a military conflict is in nobody’s interest, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Thursday.
"To the Russian people, I say: you deserve to live with security and dignity, like all people 
everywhere, and no one ~ not Ukraine, not the United States, not the countries of NATO ~ is 
seeking to jeopardize that," Blinken said in a speech following a meeting with the German 
leadership in Berlin. "At a time when challenges like COVID and rebuilding the global economy 
demand so much of our attention and resources, is this what you need - a violent conflict that 
will likely drag on?"

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Russia Entitled to Protect Itself, US to Address Moscow’s Concerns Reciprocally - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Russia, like any country, has the right to protect itself, 
and the United States along with its European allies is prepared to discuss Moscow’s security 
concerns and address them in a reciprocal manner, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Thursday.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/21/2022 11:29:02 AM

"Russia is entitled to protect itself, like any country. And the United States and the countries of 
Europe are prepared to discuss Russia’s security concerns and how we can address them in a 
reciprocal way," Blinken said in a speech following a meeting with the German leadership in 
Berlin.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Blinken Calls Situation in Ukraine 'a Crisis With Global Consequences'

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - The situation in Ukraine is bigger than a clash between 
Russia and NATO, it is a crisis with global consequences, Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said on Thursday.
"This is why the United States and our partners in Europe have been so focused on what’s 
happening in Ukraine. It’s bigger than a conflict between two countries, and it’s bigger than a 
clash between Russia and NATO. It’s a crisis with global consequences. And it requires global 
attention and action," Blinken said in a speech following a meeting with the German leadership 
in Berlin.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Number of Americans Pessimistic About Pandemic Increases to 58% Amid Omicron Surge - 
Poll

WASHINGTON, January 20 (Sputnik) - Some 58% of Americans now believe the coronavirus 
Omicron variant surge has made the COVID-19 pandemic worse and general pessimism about 
the course of the contagious disease is growing again across the United States, a Gallup poll 
revealed on Thursday.
"As was the case last July, when Delta infections began to surge, Americans' worry about 
contracting the virus is now on the rise," Gallup said in a news release about the poll. "Wbrry 
has jumped 12 points to 50% since the previous reading in late November/early December and 
is now the highest it has been since last winter."
Gallup said in the release that only 20% of Americans think the pandemic is improving, 22% 
believe it is staying the same and 58% are convinced it is getting worse.
Some 50 % are worried about contracting COVID-19; up 12 points since late November. Also, 
social distancing behaviors are on the rise and 72% continue to wear masks in public, the 
release also said.
"The hopefulness Americans felt last spring after the rollout of the COVID-19 vaccines was first 
dashed over the summer by the delta variant, then recovered briefly as cases subsided, and is 
now being crushed by Omicron," the release added.
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Despite the Omicron variant producing mild cases and being significantly less deadly, optimism 
about the trajectory of the pandemic in the United States has fallen sharply, and worry about 
contracting the virus has risen to its highest level in a year, according to the release.
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