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Taiwan Reports First Sighting of Two Chinese J-16D Electronic Warfare Aircraft Near Island 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Taiwan’s de facto defense ministry said on Monday it had detected two advanced Chinese 
electronic warfare jets flying near the island for the first time. The fighters can jam enemy 
communications and radar systems, blinding air defenses to an incoming attack.
Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense reported tracking 13 Chinese People’s Liberation Army 
Air Force (PLAAF) aircraft flying through its Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) on Monday: 
eight were J-16 multirole strike aircraft, one was a Y-8 anti-submarine warfare plane, two were 
H-6 strategic bombers, and two were J-16D electronic warfare aircraft.
The J-16D, a version of Shenyang’s J-16 which only debuted in 2015, had never previously 
been spotted near the autonomous island, according to Taiwan Central News Agency. The jet 
carries four different electronic warfare pods designed to suppress enemy air defenses (SEAD) 
and disrupt communications systems across the EM band, and can also fire anti-radiation 
missiles, which home in on enemy radar sites.
“It can take the lead in warfare with electromagnetic suppression ... Then the assault group 
follows in its path to attack the enemy,” Fu Qianshao, a retired PLAAF equipment expert in 
Beijing, told the South China Morning Post about the J-16D.
In all, the J-16D is a broad equivalent to the US Navy’s E-18 Growler, itself a heavily modified 
version of the F/A-18E/F Hornet fighter jet. Russia never developed a separate SEAD role for its 
strike aircraft, instead using “escort jammers” made out of modified bombers teamed up with 
either regular bombers or strike aircraft armed with anti-radiation missiles.
Taiwan scrambled fighters in response to detecting the PLAAF aircraft, which were flying 
outside Taiwanese airspace but within its ADIZ, a self-declared and defined area where it claims 
the right to identify aircraft flying through it, military and civilian alike. In the Western media, such 
flights have been characterized as violations of Taiwanese airspace and a bellicose prelude to a 
Chinese attack. While the Chinese government sees Taiwan as a rebellious province destined 
to be reunited with the rest of China, it doesn’t have the means at present to invade the island. 
Taiwan, once the ruling government of all of China, has been autonomous from Beijing since the 
victorious communist forces founded the People’s Republic of China in 1949. The island’s 
government has survived largely with US backing, even as Washington switched its recognition 
of the legitimate Chinese government from Taipei to Beijing in the 1970s, keeping open an 
informal lifeline that has included the sale of advanced weapons systems like F-16V “Viper” 
fighter jets.
According to the Taiwanese MND, the aircraft on Monday flew between Taiwan and Pratas. an 
island in the northern South China Sea that’s controlled by the government in Taiwan. Further to 
the south, two US Navy aircraft carrier battle groups led by the carriers USS Carl Vinson and
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USS Abraham Lincoln began operations on Sunday after performing joint exercises east of 
Taiwan in conjunction with Japanese self-defense forces.
During those operations, one of the Navy’s stealth F-35C Joint Strike Fighters slammed into the 
deck of the Carl Vinson, causing the pilot to eject and injuring seven on board the warship. The 
Navy said it had sent more than two dozen F-35s on the deployment.
Last week, the PLA Navy said it had warned off another US warship, the destroyer USS 
Benfold, which strayed too close to the Paracel Islands, one of several island chains in the 
South China Sea that China claims as its territory. However, Vietnam also claims to own the 
islands.
The US says it operates in the region to deter Chinese aggression and defend the region’s 
smaller nations, but Beijing has its own dialogue with the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) on developing a mutual code of conduct for the waterway and established 
hotlines to settle their disputes.
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Sky’s the Limit: House Speaker Pelosi Announces She Will Seek 19th Congressional Term 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) revealed on Tuesday that she would seek a 19th term in 
the US House of Representatives representing the San Francisco area in the November 
elections.
The Democratic congresswoman made the announcement in a video posted to her official 
Twitter account on Tuesday recounting the accomplishments Democrats had made in recent 
years and what political goals remain.
“While we have made progress, much more needs to be done to improve people’s lives. This 
election is crucial: nothing less is at stake than our democracy,” Pelosi said.
“But we don’t agonize, we organize,” she said, misquoting murdered 19th century labor leader 
Joe Hill. “I am running for re-election to Congress to deliver for the people and defend 
democracy.”
Pelosi will be 82 when she appears on the ballot in California’s 12th District in November, 
although it won’t make her the eldest lawmaker in Congress now, or historically, by any means. 
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) is 88 years old, as are Sens. Don Young (R-AK) and Dianne 
Feinstein (D-CA).
Although she grew up in Baltimore, Maryland’s Little Italy neighborhood, Pelosi moved to 
California in the mid-1970s and used Democratic Party connections from her father, who also 
served as a congressman and as Baltimore’s mayor, to get into politics there, as well. She 
became a member of the Democratic National Committee and headed California’s Democratic 
Party until 1983. She won her congressional seat in 1987 as the chosen successor of Rep. Sala 
Burton.
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Pelosi has been House Speaker twice, from 2007 until 2011 and from 2019 until the present, 
serving as the minority leader of the House in the interim, when it was controlled by the 
Republican Party. Democrats have taken bets on whether or not she’d seek another term and if 
she did, if she would want the speaker’s chair, which is third in the presidential line of 
succession after the US president and vice president.
“If we’re in the minority,” one Democratic lawmaker told The Hill earlier this month, “I can’t 
imagine her wanting to do it.” According to the paper, House Democratic Caucus chairman Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) is viewed internally as her most likely successor.
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Pelosi Trying to Rush Through Ukraine Defense Bill With ‘Crippling’Anti-Russia Sanctions - 
Reports
By - Morgan Artyukhina

As the US threatens to send even more troops to Eastern Europe, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA) is reportedly trying to rush passage of a massive bill that would give more military aid to 
Ukraine and introduce punishing sanctions on Russia if it were to invade.
According to a Tuesday report by The Intercept. Pelosi told Democratic colleagues on a caucus 
call she wanted to skip marking up the Defending Ukraine Sovereignty Act of 2022, when 
amendments are added and debated, and bring the bill directly to the House floor. According to 
congressional sources who spoke with the outlet, a vote could happen as early as next week. 
“This is how the space for nonmilitary options gets slowly closed off in Washington, without any 
real debate,” one Democratic aide told the Intercept.
The bill was introduced earlier this month by Sen. Bob Menendez (D-NJ), with a House 
companion bill following last week. The bill would impose “crippling” sanctions on Russia if it 
were to invade Ukraine, as many US leaders fear, as well as substantially increase military 
support for Ukraine and funding for US state-funding media outlets targeting Eastern Europe, 
such as Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.
On Monday, Punchbowl News reported that Pelosi had requested an all-member briefing on the 
situation in Ukraine, the US having ordered its personnel out of the US embassy in Kiev the day 
prior. European Union diplomats have not followed suit, though.
The Pentagon said on Monday that 8,500 US troops have been placed on high alert to be ready 
to deploy to Europe within five days if necessary, but US President Joe Biden clarified on 
Tuesday that the US has no intention of sending more troops to Ukraine, which is not a part of 
the NATO alliance.
The US has claimed that the large number of Russian troops near its western border with 
Ukraine is a prelude to invasion, but Moscow says it is performing military drills in the region and 
has no plans to intervene in Ukrainian affairs. Several meetings between US and Russian 
leaders, including Biden and Russian President Vladimir Putin, have failed to defuse the 
tensions, with Russia saying it needs security guarantees about the further expansion of NATO
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and the potential stationing of offensive forces in Ukraine, and the NATO alliance saying 
Russia’s troop deployments are provocative and the cause of the crisis.
Ironically, Kiev has urged calm, with Ukrainian National Security Adviser Oleksiv Danilov telling 
the BBC on Monday that the panic was largely a creation of the West.
“The buildup of Russian troops isn’t as rapid as some claim,” he said. “Do they have maneuvers 
there - yes, but they do them all the time. This is their territory, they have the right to move left 
and right there. Is it unpleasant for us? Yes, it's unpleasant, but it's not news to us. If this is 
news to someone in the West, I apologize.”
Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiv Reznikov said much the same, urging on Tuesday that 
Western media had cooked up fears about a Russian invasion because “panic and fear is the 
most clickable.”
“We are assessing the situation at a distance of 200 km from the border. They are constantly 
pulling up and then withdrawing troops, conducting exercises. I can say with absolute certainty 
that as of today, the Russian armed forces have not created a strike group that could carry out 
an invasion,” Reznikov said. “There are no grounds to think that an invasion will happen 
tomorrow from a military point of view.”
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Florida Shuts Down Monoclonal Antibody Site After FDA Says Treatment is Useless Against 
Omicron
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Florida’s Republican Governor Ron DeSantis has sparred repeatedly with federal officials and 
Democratic local government figures over pandemic mitigation practices, including mask 
mandates, vaccines, and now an antibody therapy treatment.
On Monday, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) withdraw authorization in most cases 
for use of two different monoclonal antibody treatments for COVID-19: bamlanivimab and 
etesevimab, which are used together, and the combination of casirivimab and imdevimab known 
as REGEN-COV, or Regeneron.
“Because data show these treatments are highly unlikely to be active against the omicron 
variant, which is circulating at a very high frequency throughout the United States, these 
treatments are not authorized for use in any US states, territories, and jurisdictions at this time,” 
the federal regulator said. “In the future, if patients in certain geographic regions are likely to be 
infected or exposed to a variant that is susceptible to these treatments, then use of these 
treatments may be authorized in these regions.”
The FDA said the reason behind the restriction was to avoid exposing patients to the drugs’ 
side-effects, which according to a fact sheet by the maker, which is also called Regeneron, can 
include “brief pain, bleeding, bruising of the skin, soreness, swelling, and possible infection at 
the infusion site.”
However, the FDA added that other therapies, including Paxlovid, sotrovimab, Veklury 
(remdesivir), and molnupiravir, have retained their use authorization because they have been
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proven to be effective against the Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19.
Monoclonal antibody treatments are lab-made proteins that help the immune systems of 
infected persons jump-start their defense against the illness by providing them with the blueprint 
for antibodies needed to fight the virus off. However, they have to be administered at a hospital 
or clinic. Recently, oral antiviral pills have been approved, which are likely to be more effective 
than antibody therapy and can be taken at home.
DeSantis’ administration was not pleased with the move.
In a letter to the FDA obtained bv Fox News. Florida Deputy Secretary for Health Kenneth 
Scheppke said the Florida government disagrees with the agency’s decision, saying he believed 
the Health and Human Services Department’s delay of an update on 30,000 doses of the two 
treatments ordered by Florida had been done with knowledge of the forthcoming update.
"We believe the decision to delay our meeting was made with the awareness that this would be 
announced. Rather than transparent communication from the federal government to states, 
decisions continue to be made through news cycles and this actively prevents states from 
making operational decisions that actively save lives,” Scheppke wrote.
The governor took a swing at the Biden administration too:
"Without a shred of clinical data to support this action, Biden has forced trained medical 
professionals to choose between treating their patients or breaking the law," DeSantis said in a 
statement. "This indefensible edict takes treatment out of the hands of medical professionals 
and will cost some Americans their lives. There are real-world implications to Biden’s medical 
authoritarianism - Americans’ access to treatments is now subject to the whims of a failing 
president."
In response, DHHS spokesperson for Covid issues, Ian Sams, tweeted out: “Why is Gov. 
DeSantis more interested in promoting medicines that don’t work than urging people to take 
vaccines that do?”
While the FDA might not have sent along research justifying their position, recent studies 
vindicate their conclusion, and Reaeneron itself conceded last month that the antibodies the 
treatment helps the patient’s body produce to fight off a SARS-CoV-2 infection “have diminished 
potency versus Omicron.”
In September 2021, DeSantis accused DHHS of seizing the state’s monoclonal antibody 
treatments after the department restructured distribution of the drug to be more equitable among 
US states. The Sunshine State became the center of the Delta variant-driven outbreak in the US 
in the summer of 2021 after DeSantis spent months fighting mask mandates and demonizing 
COVID-19 vaccines during the federal government’s rollout of its mass vaccination campaign. 
After DeSantis threatened to pull funding from schools that require their students to wear masks 
in class, the US Department of Education said it would consider taking Florida and Texas, 
another state pursuing similar policies, to court over civil rights violations.
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Kid Rock’s New Single Chants ‘Let’s Go Brandon’ and Lambasts Dr. Fauci
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By - Mary Manley

The American musician Kid Rock has released a politically charged new single that chants ‘Let’s 
go Brandon’ in its chorus, while also attacking Dr. Anthony Fauci and the CDC’s health 
regulations as a route to mental illness.
Kid Rock is back with more music, releasing three songs on Tuesday. His new single “We The 
People” is ripe with conservative lyrics to satisfy any right-wing American’s music taste. In a 
message to fans on Facebook, Kid Rock addresses his upcoming tour and describes the lyrics 
for his new releases, claiming that “We The People” addresses the social justice issues that 
come with being a Trump fan.
“Well you know all the craziness going on in our world the last several years, politics and 
polarization and watching where this country is headed. Social justice-just constantly from 
being a Trump fan and being attacked in the media everywhere day in and day out,” he wrote. 
Ironically, he went on to clarify that the end of the song is meant to actually unify listeners. “We 
can believe differently, I think that’s one thing that’s made this country great,” he added. 
However, it’s clear from Kid Rock’s We The People lyrics that not everyone will be getting a 
peace offering, spewing “F*** CNN, f*** TMZ” and “You piece of s***, I don’t see color/ ‘Black 
lives matter’, no shit motherf*****!”
Moreover, the notion of ‘colorblindness’ when addressing people who aren’t white, which Kid 
Rock is, has been heavily criticized by social experts and individuals in the Black community as 
perpetuating and worsening racism.
Kid Rock doesn’t stop there, though. Adding to his tirade, he rants against millennials, 
snowflakes, the media, as well as the BLM movement. He lambasts Dr. Fauci and President 
Biden with the lyrics, “‘Wear your mask, take your pills’/ Now a whole generation’s mentally ill/ 
Man, f*** Fauci/ But COVID’s near, it’s coming to town/ We gotta act quick, shut our borders 
down/ Joe Biden does it, the media embraces/ Big Don does it and they call him racist.”
The chorus then chants, “We the people (ooh, let’s go Brandon!)” The latter phrase has become 
a social media sensation which has become synonymous with “f*** Joe Biden” after an NBC 
Sports reporter misinterpreted a crowd chanting “F*** Joe Biden” at a NASCAR race as “Let’s 
go Brandon,” referring to Nascar driver Brandon Brown.
The lyrics to “We The People” are also littered with bizarre inaccuracies like, “Inflation’s up, like 
the minimum wage,” even though the minimum wage hasn’t changed since 2009.
Kid Rock, born Robert James Ritchie, first started his music career in hip-hop in the late 1980s, 
and has been busy releasing recent music that appeals to a more conservative audience. In 
November of 2021, he released the single “Don’t Tell Me How To Live,” which he wrote with the 
lyrics:
“So what the f***’s up with all the backlash/ You snowflakes, here’s a newsflash/ A nation of 
p****** is our next generation/And these minions and their agendas/ Every opinion has a 
millennial offended.”
The music video for “Don’t Tell Me How To Live” features guns, beer, and a rocket ship shaped 
like a giant middle finger to launch Kid Rock into outer space. The artwork for the song’s album 
cover is the Statue of Liberty wearing a face mask.
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Kid Rock dropped “We The People” alongside two other songs at midnight on Tuesday, as a 
way to promote his upcoming Bad Reputation Tour, which starts in April and will eventually 
come to US cities like Evansville, IN, Nashville, TN, and Atlanta, GA.
Kid Rock, who is 51, has teased fans that this may be his last tour.
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Thousands Left Stranded at Istanbul Airport After Heavy Snowfall Prompts Flight Cancellations 
By - Mary Manley

Turkey’s largest city recently got hit by unusual and heavy snowfall, bringing flight and road 
transportation to a complete halt that ultimately left thousands of travelers temporarily stranded. 
The weekend’s weather has also been affecting other parts of the eastern Mediterranean, 
trapping drivers on Athen’s roads.
Turkey’s Istanbul Airport was forced to shut down due to snowfall and blizzards, causing 
passengers to take to Twitter to air out their grievances and voice their frustrations at the airport 
and Turkish Airlines.
Videos posted to Twitter show passengers chanting. “We need hotel” and walking in circles. 
Passengers also tweeted, stressing that they had been stranded for over 30 hours at the airport 
without food or water from the airport’s staff. Chants were met with Turkish police who were 
briefly deployed to the scene.
The snow began hitting Istanbul on Sunday, but it wasn’t until Monday that the airport began to 
announce a suspension of flights through Tuesday morning - the same day authorities in the 
area started shutting down roads, shopping malls, and food delivery services. Nonessential 
government officials were also told to stay home.
However, it was later determined that the airport’s suspension of flights would be extended until 
midnight on Wednesday while the airport’s staff and crew made efforts to clear the accumulated 
16 inches of snow from their runways.
The heavy snowfall saw Antalya, a city located on Turkey’s coast, experience its first snowfall in 
29 years. In other parts of Istanbul, up to 31 inches of snow fell, stranding drivers and motorists 
who were then forced to either sleep in their vehicles or else abandon them altogether. 
Highways and roads reopened on Tuesday afternoon, according to an announcement from 
Transportation and Infrastructure Minister Adil Karaismailoglu on Twitter.
By Tuesday, the airport tweeted that they were giving stranded passengers free Wi-Fi access, 
27,500 lunch boxes, and 3,600 blankets at no cost. The airport’s spokesperson Seyda Yilmaz 
spoke to The Washington Post in a Tuesday phone interview and relayed that the situation was 
“under control.” In response to passengers’ demanding hotels, she said the responsibility to 
provide hotels fell under the authority of each passenger’s airline, not the airport.
Istanbul Airport is supposed to become the world’s largest international airport once its 
construction is completed, which would make it the largest infrastructure project Turkey has yet 
to take on.
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Athens struggled with the impacted weather, as well, with more than 3,500 people having to be 
rescued on Monday, but with about 300 drivers forced to sleep in their cars overnight on the 
Attiki Odos motorway. The storm, which is named Elpida, will persist until Wednesday.
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Massive Nor’Easter Expected to Strike US East Coast May Bring Over One Foot of Snow 
By - Mary Manley

Afoot or more of snow could hit New York this weekend, with other parts of the US East Coast 
such as New England, being affected, as well. But forecasters say the nor’easter’s exact track 
still remains unclear.
AccuWeather senior meteorologist Adam Douty told The New York Postthat New York is likely to 
see some accumulation, as well as high winds starting late Friday and heading into early 
Saturday.
“The key point at this time is there’s going to be a big storm, but the impact all depends on 
where it’s going to track along the East Coast,” Douty said. He also reported winds should be 
between 50 mph and 70 mph, hitting areas hard with snow.
“If it tracks far enough to the west, it’s going to lead to more significant impacts,” Douty said.
“But if it tracks a few hundred miles further off the coast, then you’ll have the fringe effects on 
the other side of it.”
The areas of the region which would be most heavily impacted would include Maine and the rest 
of New England, but other parts of the East Coast will feel some effects too, with the storm 
reaching as far south as North Carolina.
Although meteorologist reports are still split on how the storm will hit certain areas, the Weather 
Prediction Center noted. “It is becoming more likely that it will bring significant snow, sleet and 
freezing rain to the region, including the 1-95 metropolitan areas.”
According to Douty, those planning to travel this weekend should closely monitor the forecast 
and be prepared to adjust their plans. People living on the coastlines of New Jersey and New 
England may also have to prepare in case of power outages and flooding, which is likely in the 
event of a nor’easter.
If there is an intense drop in barometric pressure, the nor’easter could transform into a bomb 
cyclone.
Boston’s weather service office reported Tuesday that some models have forecasted the storm 
to pass over the 70/40 Benchmark, referring to the map intersections of 40 degrees north 
latitude and 70 degrees west longitude, where, if it hits this particular area, would bring large 
amounts of snowfall to the Northeast Corridor.
Eight to twelve inches of snow could fall on the southern areas of New England.
Due to the storm, there is a 40% chance that our nation’s capital will see an inch of snow 
between Friday night and Saturday morning, with some believing it will end Saturday morning.
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Two-Thirds of US Voters Back Delay of 5G Rollout Near Airports - Poll

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - Sixty-six percent of American voters support a delay of 
5G deployment near airports prompted by aviation security concerns, according to a new 
Morning Consult/Politico poll out on Wednesday.
"Sixty-nine percent of Democrats and 63 percent of Republicans said they supported the delay, 
as did 64 percent of independents," the poll said. "Just 13 percent of voters said they opposed 
the delay."
Last week, US mobile carriers AT&T and Verizon said they would delay introduction of their 5G 
network near some airports due to airlines’ concerns about flight safety and expressed 
frustration with aviation authorities over the matter.
Concerns were raised as both providers use a segment of the radio spectrum that is close to 
that used by radio altimeters, which assist pilots in landing in low-visibility conditions.
The survey was conducted on January 22-23 among a representative sample of 2,005
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Biden to Send Written Response to Russia's Security Proposals as Soon as Today - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The administration of President Joe Biden will send a 
written response to Russia's security proposals as soon as today, CNN reported on Wednesday, 
citing administration officials.
The proposal will list general areas where Washington is ready to work with Moscow, including 
arms control and greater transparency, as well as the placement of missile systems, the report 
said.
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California's San Jose Votes to Become First US City to Require Gun Liability Insurance 
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - San Jose in California has voted to become the first 
American city to enforce legislation obligating gun owners to purchase liability insurance, in an 
effort to tackle gun violence, Mayor Sam Liccardo said.
The San Jose City Council held a vote on Tuesday.
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"Tonight San Jose became the first city in the United States to enact an ordinance to require gun 
owners to purchase liability insurance, and to invest funds generated from fees paid by gun 
owners into evidence-based initiatives to reduce gun violence and gun harm," the mayor said in 
a statement on Tuesday.
Liccardo added that he looked forward to "supporting the efforts of others to replicate these 
initiatives across the nation."
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RPT - Ex-NYPD Official Concerned Return of Plainclothes Units May Revive Pain in Black 
Community

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The return of plainclothes police officers to the streets of 
New York City to combat gun violence may revive pain in Black communities, although some of 
the anti-crime programs have proven effective, former NYPD Deputy Inspector Corey Pegues 
told Sputnik.
New York City Mayor Eric Adams announced his anti-gun initiative this week dubbed a 
"Blueprint to End Gun Violence,’" which includes prevention and intervention strategies, 
cooperation with state and federal agencies and putting plainclothes units on the streets.
"I’m concerned about bringing plainclothes back - there is much hurt and pain in black and 
brown communities. It’s like bringing back the boogeyman," said Pegues, who worked with the 
New York Police Department for 21 years. "Every incident with black people being shot - like 
Amadou Diallo and Sean Bell - all involved plain clothes officers. There’s a lot of hurt and pain 
with people having to deal with that."
In addition to believing that this initiative will be a hard-sell for the police commissioner to get 
buy-in from the rank-and-file, Pegues said he is very concerned for members of the African 
American and Latino communities who have been scarred by the arbitrary and subjective nature 
of the city’s stop-and-frisk program.
Between 2004 and 2012, police officers made 4.4 million stops. More than 80 percent of those 
stopped, interrogated and searched were Blacks and Latinos but only 2 percent of those 
detained had a gun in their possession, according to civil rights groups.
By contrast, Pegues said, gun intervention efforts undertaken by the NYPD have proven 
effective, citing figures from last year which shows that police officers took thousands of guns 
out of the hands of criminals.
"Do you know that cops took more than 6,000 guns off the streets last year? That was done by 
an anti-crime team," he said. "But they disbanded them and had them put on uniforms. For me if 
it works, it works, they were getting it done. If it’s not broke, don’t fix it."
Pegues, who counts Adams as a very good friend, took the captains exam with him, said he 
hopes the mayor will be successful despite the philosophical difference of opinion the pair have 
on this issue.
Overall, Pegues said, he believes that the rollout will face challenges.
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"I think he has a grandiose plan. It’s a very big plan with a lot of moving parts. It has to be 
incremental change," he said. "I don’t know if he’ll be able to do it. It offers a false sense of 
safety for people and will take a long time to implement. It has to bear fruits of labor to happen 
quickly. Things are going to happen. I just wish the rollout was quicker."
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Ex-NYPD Official Concerned Return of Plainclothes Units May Revive Pain in Black Community

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The return of plainclothes police officers to the streets of 
New York City to combat gun violence may revive pain in Black communities, although some of 
the anti-crime programs have proven effective, former NYPD Deputy Inspector Corey Pegues 
told Sputnik.
New York City Mayor Eric Adams announced his anti-gun initiative this week dubbed a 
"Blueprint to End Gun Violence,’" which includes prevention and intervention strategies, 
cooperation with state and federal agencies and putting plainclothes units on the streets.
"I’m concerned about bringing plainclothes back - there is much hurt and pain in black and 
brown communities. It’s like bringing back the boogeyman," said Pegues, who worked with the 
New York Police Department for 21 years. "Every incident with black people being shot - like 
Amadou Diallo and Sean Bell - all involved plain clothes officers. There’s a lot of hurt and pain 
with people having to deal with that."
In addition to believing that this initiative will be a hard-sell for the police commissioner to get 
buy-in from the rank-and-file, Pegues said he is very concerned for members of the African 
American and Latino communities who have been scarred by the arbitrary and subjective nature 
of the city’s stop-and-frisk program.
Between 2004 and 2012, police officers made 4.4 million stops. More than 80 percent of those 
stopped, interrogated and searched were Blacks and Latinos but only 2 percent of those 
detained had a gun in their possession, according to civil rights groups.
By contrast, Pegues said, gun intervention efforts undertaken by the NYPD have proven 
effective, citing figures from last year which shows that police officers took thousands of guns 
out of the hands of criminals.
"Do you know that cops took more than 6,000 guns off the streets last year? That was done by 
an anti-crime team," he said. "But they disbanded them and had them put on uniforms. For me if 
it works, it works, they were getting it done. If it’s not broke, don’t fix it."
Pegues, who counts Adams as a very good friend, took the captains exam with him, said he 
hopes the mayor will be successful despite the philosophical difference of opinion the pair have 
on this issue.
Overall, Pegues said, he believes that the rollout will face challenges.
"I think he has a grandiose plan. It’s a very big plan with a lot of moving parts. It has to be 
incremental change," he said. "I don’t know if he’ll be able to do it. It offers a false sense of
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safety for people and will take a long time to implement. It has to bear fruits of labor to happen 
quickly. Things are going to happen. I just wish the rollout was quicker."
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UPDATE 2 - US House Unveils Legislation Aimed at Increasing Competitiveness With China 
(Updates with details in paras 8-11)
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US House of Representatives leadership unveiled new 
legislation aimed at increasing competitiveness with China in the economic and national security 
realms.
“The House took an important step forward today in advancing legislation that will make our 
supply chains stronger and reinvigorate the innovation engine of our economy to outcompete 
China and the rest of the world for decades to come,” President Joe Biden said in a statement 
on Tuesday evening.
The legislation, named The America COMPETES Act of 2022, would attempt to ease supply 
chain bottlenecks on products like semiconductors and bring back manufacturing jobs to the 
United States, Biden said.
The legislation calls for assessments of China’s relationships and influence around the world, 
including a six-month review of China’s cooperation with Iran and Russia in an array of areas 
such as energy, banking, space and defense. The bill also calls for a six-month review of 
China’s influence in the Middle East and Africa in terms of military cooperation.
The America COMPETES Act would elevate US leadership in international forums and on 
global issues to counter China’s efforts to undermine global rules, House Foreign Affairs 
Committee Chairman Gregory Meeks also said in a press release.
The bill would also create a $52 billion semiconductor chip fund to incentivize private-sector 
investments that help address supply chain disruptions and produce more semiconductors 
domestically.
The legislation would similarly authorize $45 billion to improve US supply chains and prevent 
shortages of critical goods by ensuring more critical goods are made in the country.
The bill would direct the US administration to submit a six-month review identifying areas of 
potential dialogue between the Chinese and US governments on ballistic, hypersonic glide, 
cruise missiles, conventional forces, nuclear, space and cyberspace issues.
In addition, the legislation would direct the US administration to develop a concrete plan to 
engage in arms control talks with China, and alternative plans to address arms control concerns 
with China should efforts to enter negotiations with Beijing fail.
Moreover, the legislation would invite Chinese government officials, including officials from each 
of the UN Security Council member states, to observe a US-Russian New START Treaty on-site 
inspection to demonstrate the "security benefits" of transparency into strategic nuclear forces.
To address China's presence in the Arctic, the bill would call on states in the region to reach an 
agreement to maintain peace and stability in the Arctic region and counter China's Polar Silk 
Road initiative, among other initiatives.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/26/2022 10:48:07 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/26/2022 10:48:07 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
Enterprise Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional 
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

Biden Approval Rating Declines to 41% at Start of Second Year of His Presidency - Poll

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - Well over half of Americans think President Joe Biden is 
doing a poor job at the beginning of the second year of his presidency and his approval rating 
has further fallen to 41%, a new Pew Research poll revealed.
“He starts his second year with diminished job approval and majorities expressing little or no 
confidence in him on many of these same issues, the coronavirus included,” Pew Research said 
on Tuesday. “Currently, 41% of US adults approve of Biden’s job performance, which is down 
slightly from September (44%) and substantially lower than last April (59%).”
Just 21% of the public is satisfied with the way things are going in the United States - 12 points 
lower than last March (33%) and 15 points lower than in February 2018 (36%), near the 
beginning of the previous midterm year.
The results of the poll also showed that 44% of respondents said they are “very or somewhat 
confident” Biden can handle the coronavirus pandemic, one of his key campaign promises for 
which he has been criticized.
The survey was conducted from January 10-17 among 5,128 Americans.
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US House Unveils Legislation Aimed at Increasing Competitiveness With China 
(Update: adds details in paras 4-7, edits throughout)
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US House of Representatives leadership unveiled new 
legislation aimed at increasing competitiveness with China in the economic and national security 
realms.
“The House took an important step forward today in advancing legislation that will make our 
supply chains stronger and reinvigorate the innovation engine of our economy to outcompete 
China and the rest of the world for decades to come,” President Joe Biden said in a statement 
on Tuesday evening.
The legislation, named The America COMPETES Act of 2022, would attempt to ease supply 
chain bottlenecks on products like semiconductors and bring back manufacturing jobs to the 
United States, Biden said.
The legislation calls for assessments of China’s relationships and influence around the world, 
including a six-month review of China’s cooperation with Iran and Russia in an array of areas 
such as energy, banking, space and defense. The bill also calls for a six-month review of 
China’s influence in the Middle East and Africa in terms of military cooperation.
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The America COMPETES Act would elevate US leadership in international forums and on 
global issues to counter China’s efforts to undermine global rules, House Foreign Affairs 
Committee Chairman Gregory Meeks also said in a press release.
The bill would also create a $52 billion semiconductor chip fund to incentivize private-sector 
investments that help address supply chain disruptions and produce more semiconductors 
domestically.
The legislation would similarly authorize $45 billion to improve US supply chains and prevent 
shortages of critical goods by ensuring more critical goods are made in the country.
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New US House Bill Calls for Review of China's Cooperation With Russia, Iran

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The new legislation introduced in the US House of 
Representatives calls for a six-month review of China's cooperation with Russia and Iran in vital 
sectors, including energy, among others, according to a copy of the text.
The America COMPETES Act of 2022, revealed on Tuesday, would direct key US federal 
agencies to submit to Congress a review of China's cooperation with Russia and Iran in energy, 
infrastructure, banking, financial, economic, military and space.
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US House Unveils Legislation Aimed at Increasing Competitiveness With China - Biden

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The US House of Representatives leadership unveiled 
new legislation aimed at increasing competitiveness with China in the economic and national 
security realms, President Joe Biden said in a statement on the legislation.
“The House took an important step forward today in advancing legislation that will make our 
supply chains stronger and reinvigorate the innovation engine of our economy to outcompete 
China and the rest of the world for decades to come,” Biden said on Tuesday evening.
The legislation, named The America COMPETES Act of 2022, would attempt to ease supply 
chain bottlenecks on products like semiconductors and bring back manufacturing jobs to the 
United States, Biden said.
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US Reviewing Fake Electoral Certificates Declaring Trump Winner in States He Lost- Reports

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US prosecutors are looking into fake Electoral College 
certifications that declare former President Donald Trump the winner of the 2020 presidential 
election in states he lost, CNN reported citing Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco.
The prosecutors have received the referrals and are looking at those, but nothing can be said 
on the ongoing investigations, Monaco said on Tuesday.
In mid-December, Trump allies submitted the certifications to the National Archives that had 
signatures from supporters who falsely claimed to be the rightful electors in the states of 
Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, New Mexico, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, which 
President Joe Biden won, the report said.
Monaco said the Justice Department will address misconduct of any kind and at any level in 
accordance to the facts and law.
Moreover, Monaco said she is concerned about the disturbingly aggressive and violent nature of 
threats made against the US elections system.
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US House Speaker Pelosi Announces Re-Election Bid to 'Defend Democracy'

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
announced that she will run fore re-election in the November midterm elections.
" I am running for re-election to Congress to deliver for the people and defend Democracy," 
Pelosi announced on Tuesday evening.
Pelosi, a Democrat from California, did not announce in her video message whether she will 
seek the speakership.
In 2018, Pelosi vowed that her current term as Speaker would be the last, but there has been no 
update if that remains her intention.
The 81-year-old Pelosi has served in Congress since 1987 and is serving in her fourth term as 
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
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US Approves Release of 40Mln Barrels From Strategic Petroleum Reserve - Energy Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The US government has approved the release of a total 
of 40 million barrels from the country’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) to local refiners in a
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bid to lower the prices of gasoline that are retailing near seven-year highs, the Department of 
Energy said.
“Over the past two months, the Biden administration has approved the release of 40 million 
barrels of SPR crude oil to address high oil prices,” the Energy Department said on Tuesday. 
The Energy Department noted this was the second largest energy products deal of its kind 
between the US government and the private sector after an earlier program for heating oil was 
concluded in 2000.
Companies that receive SPR crude oil through the exchange agree to return the amount of 
crude oil received, as well as an additional amount, depending on the length of time they hold 
the oil.
The Biden administration said it hopes to reduce the amount of crude oil that petroleum refiners 
buy directly from the open market in order to cap prices for both the raw material and the fuel 
sold at pumps.
In Tuesday’s news release, the Energy Department named the latest recipients of 13.4 million 
barrels awarded under the deal. They are: Shell Trading US Company, which received 4.2 
million barrels; Trafigura Trading LLC (3 million barrels); Phillips 66 Company (2.3 million 
barrels); Macquarie Commodities Trading (2 million barrels); Chevron U.S.A. Inc. (0.885 million 
barrels); ExxonMobil Oil Corporation (0.515 million barrels); and BP Products North America 
(0.5 million barrels).
Prices of crude oil and fuel at the pump in the United States hit heir highest this year since 2014 
as global oil exporters under the OPEC+ alliance cut output despite higher demand for energy in 
a world recovering from the coronavirus pandemic.
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US Judge Grants Request to Keep New York's Mask Mandate in Place During Appeal Process

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - A judge granted the state of New York's request to keep 
its mask mandate in place during their appeal process against a court ruling that struck down 
the policy, New York Attorney General Letitia James said.
"A judge has granted our motion to keep New York's mask mandate in place while our appeal 
process continues," James said via Twitter on Tuesday.
On Monday night, New York Supreme Court Judge Thomas Rademaker ruled that the New York 
governor and the state's Department of Health lacked the authority to enact the mask mandate. 
Rademaker said a mask mandate could only be implemented through the state legislature.
New York's mask mandate was first imposed in April 2020 and ended in June 2021 for 
vaccinated individuals but in mid-December the mandate was reinstated at least until February 
1.
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information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
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Biden to Meet With Qatar Emir to Discuss Stability of Energy Supplies - White House

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden to welcomes Amir Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani of Qatar to the White House on Monday to discuss a range of issues of mutual 
interest, including ensuring the stability of global energy supplies, White House spokesperson 
Jen Psaki said in a statement.
"President Biden looks forward to welcoming Amir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani of Qatar to the 
White House on January 31, 2022. The visit provides an opportunity for the President and Amir 
to consult on a range of regional and global issues of mutual interest, including promoting 
security and prosperity in the Gulf and broader Middle East region, ensuring the stability of 
global energy supplies," the statement said on Tuesday.
Earlier in the day, Psaki said the United States is considering alternatives to natural gas supplies 
from Russia to Europe, including identifying additional volumes of the resource from North 
Africa, the Middle East and Asia as part of contingency planning amid mounting tensions with 
Russia over security in Eastern Europe.
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US Has Not Made Decision to Send Significant Weapon Systems to Ukraine - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States has made no decision to send 
significant air defense systems and weapons to Ukraine, US Defense Department 
spokesperson John Kirby said.
"[N]o decisions have been made about spending anything in terms of significant air defense 
systems or weapons," Kirby said on Tuesday when asked whether larger, higher-end air 
defense systems are being deployed to Ukraine.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
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US Reviewing Engagement With Burkina Faso Armed Forces Amid Military Unrest - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States is assessing its engagement with the 
armed forces of Burkina Faso and warns that a military seizure of power in the country runs 
counter US military training and education, Defense Department spokesperson Cindi King said 
in a press release.
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“The Department of Defense is carefully reviewing the events that transpired on the ground in 
Burkina Faso. At this time, we are working with the State Department to assess our 
engagement with the armed forces of Burkina Faso,” King said on Tuesday. “Any attempt of a 
military seizure of power in Burkina Faso is contrary to US military training and education.”
US Defense Department is calling upon members of the Burkinabe forces to respect Burkina 
Faso’s constitution and civilian leadership, the release said.
On Monday, military rebels captured the state broadcaster’s building to announce they were 
deposing President Roch Marc Christian Kabore, dissolving the government, suspending the 
constitution, and closing borders from January 24, 2022 until further notice. The rebels also 
promised to restore constitutional order in the country as soon as possible, and expressed their 
will to observe human rights.
Intense gunfire was heard on Sunday morning in two military camps in Burkina Faso's capital of 
Ouagadougou. One of the camps housed a prison where Gen. Gilbert Diendere and other 
military involved in a failed 2015 coup were held. On Monday, Diendere was freed while the 
president and parliamentary leader Allassane Bala Sakande, his potential successor, were 
captured by mutinying soldiers.
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US Warns Belarus of NATO Force Posture Shift if Involved in Ukraine Invasion - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States has made clear to Belarus that it 
would face a swift response, including NATO force posture changes in neighboring countries, 
should Minsk be involved alongside Russia in an invasion of Ukraine, US State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said.
“Just as we’ve been clear with the Russian Federation about the severe costs that would befall 
them were this to move forward, in recent days we’ve also made clear to Belarus that if it allows 
its territory to be used for an attack on Ukraine it would face a swift and decisive response from 
the United States and our allies and partners. We would, if an invasion were to proceed from 
Belarus, if Russian troops were to permanently station on their territory, NATO could well have 
to reassess our own force posture in the countries that border Belarus,” Price said during a 
press briefing on Tuesday.
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US Deliveries From Latest $200Mln Security Aid for Ukraine to Continue - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The deliveries of US lethal defensive military equipment 
from the United States' latest $200 million security package for Ukraine will continue over the 
coming days, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
"The second installment I believe of the deliveries associated with the $200 million that was 
approved last month in December by President [Joe] Biden, those deliveries will continue in the 
coming days and the coming weeks," Price said during a press briefing on Tuesday.
Price said the State Department will not detail all elements of the US defensive security 
assistance provided to Ukraine.
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Blinken Clear US Will Transmit Response to Russian Proposals This Week - State Dept.
(Adds background in paras 4-5)
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States will transmit to Moscow its written 
response to Russian security proposals this week, State Department spokesman Ned Price said 
on Tuesday.
"I don’t want to characterize its state of completion. I will say that Secretary [Antony] Blinken 
was clear that it will be transmitted this week," Price told a press briefing, when asked whether 
the response has been fully drafted yet.
The written response will reflect what the US has already said - that certain areas are 
non-starters while others have the potential to enhance security and account for Russian 
concerns - Price added.
The White House said on Tuesday that the US is not going to make public its response to the 
Russian proposals.
Moscow published its security suggestions for NATO and the US in late 2021 as tensions flared 
high around Ukraine. It requested, in particular, guarantees that the alliance would not expand 
eastward. The US insists it will not allow anyone to slam NATO's open door policy shut.
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US Has Not Seen De-Escalation Necessary for Diplomacy With Russia to Succeed - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States has not seen the de-escalation 
necessary for diplomacy and dialogue with Russia to succeed, US State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said.
"[W]e haven't seen the de-escalation that is necessary if diplomacy and dialogue is to prove 
successful," Price during a press briefing on Tuesday.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/26/2022 10:48:07 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/26/2022 10:48:07 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
Enterprise Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional 
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) -

RUSSIA’S SECURITY PROPOSALS
* The United States will transmit to Moscow its written response to Russia’s security proposals 
this week, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
* The United States has consulted with its European allies and partners, including Ukraine, 
about their response to a set of security proposals from Russia and incorporated their feedback 
into it, Price said.
* The United States is not going to make public its response to the Russian security guarantee 
proposals, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
* The European Union and the United States are working closely on a written response to 
Russia's security proposals, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said.
* NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said the alliance would send a written response to 
Russian proposals for security guarantees this week in parallel with the United States.

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in an address to the Ukrainians that the 
situation in the east of the country was under control.
* The European and NATO partners have been supportive of the recent bilateral security talks 
between the United States and Russia over the situation in Ukraine, Price said.
* An escalation of the Ukraine conflict would have enormous consequences and change the 
world, US President Joe Biden said.
* UN chief Antonio Guterres has discussed the Ukraine crisis with the Russian and Ukrainian 
permanent representatives, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.

WESTERN SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA
* The United States is ready to impose export controls on Russia if the event of any escalation 
in the situation in Ukraine, a senior US administration official said on Tuesday.
* The sanctions against Russia that the United States has in the pipeline will go into full effect 
immediately and will not be enforced gradually, senior US administration officials told a briefing.
* - The United States and its allies are preparing to target Russia's defense, aerospace industry, 
its developments of artificial intelligence and quantum computing technology in the event of 
escalation in Ukraine, a senior US administration official said.
* Any possible Russian "invasion" to Ukraine would be met by the heaviest economic sanctions 
in history and increased presence of NATO forces in Eastern Europe, UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said.

IMF WORLD ECONOMIC OUTLOOK
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* The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has revised its forecast for global GDP growth in 2022 
downward from 4.9% to 4.4% due to pressures caused by the ongoing pandemic, according to 
its updated World Economic Outlook on Tuesday.
* The IMF downgraded its forecast for Russia's 2022 GDP growth from October’s estimate of 
2.9% to 2.8%, the updated World Economic Outlook said.
* The IMF downgraded its forecast for the United States' GDP growth this year to 4 percent from 
its October forecast of 5.2%, the updated World Economic Outlook said.
* The global economy is expected to slow down its growth to 3.8 percent next year, the IMF 
said.

ENERGY PRICES
* Any possible Russian "invasion" to Ukraine would be met by the heaviest economic sanctions 
in history and increased presence of NATO forces in Eastern Europe, UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said.
* Any reduction in Russian exports of natural gas to Europe as a result of the conflict with 
Ukraine would have minimal impact on US prices, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said.
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Blinken Clear US Will Transmit Response to Russian Proposals This Week - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States will transmit to Moscow its written 
response to Russian security proposals this week, State Department spokesman Ned Price said 
on Tuesday.
"I don’t want to characterize its state of completion. I will say that Secretary [Antony] Blinken 
was clear that it will be transmitted this week," Price told a press briefing in response to whether 
the response has been fully drafted yet.
The written response will reflect what the US has already said - that certain areas are 
non-starters while others have the potential to enhance security and account for Russian 
concerns - Price added.
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US Welcomes Any Dialogue With Russia to De-Escalate Ukrainian Crisis - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States welcomes any security talks with 
Russia that will de-escalate the situation over Ukraine, US State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said on Tuesday.
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"We would certainly welcome dialogue and diplomacy that could serve to de-escalate in which 
the Russian Federation engages in good faith," Price said regarding French President 
Emmanuel Macron's upcoming talks with Russia on Friday. "We would be behind anything that 
would serve to de-escalate tensions in a genuine way."
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US Health and Human Services Chief Says Launching Human Trafficking Task Force

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The US Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) established a task force to combat human trafficking, HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra 
announced on Tuesday.
"Today, I’m announcing the establishment of the HHS task force to prevent human trafficking, 
which will increase our coordination and collaboration across our various agencies in the 
department," Becerra said.
The task force will engage in prevention efforts, expand access to services and build scientific 
understanding of the matter, Becerra added.
The announcement was made at a meeting of the White House Interagency Task Force to 
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, during which members of the Biden administration 
reviewed their efforts to address the problem.
Becerra, Vice President Kamala Harris, Attorney General Merrick Garland, Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen and Secretary of State Antony Blinken were among those who attended the 
meeting and delivered remarks.
Garland said during the meeting that the Justice Department will be submitting to Congress this 
week two reports on trafficking in persons for 2019 and 2020 that were not submitted by the 
prior administration.
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US Approves Possible $2.2Bln Sale of Super Hercules Aircraft to Egypt - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States has approved a possible sale of 
C-130J-30 Super Hercules aircraft and related equipment to Egypt in a deal worth $2.2 billion, 
the Defense Security Cooperation Agency said on Tuesday.
"The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to 
the Government of Egypt of C-130J-30 Super Hercules Aircraft and related equipment for an 
estimated cost of $2.2 billion. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered the required 
certification notifying Congress of this possible sale today," the agency said in a press release.
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The State Department has also approved a possible sale of air defense radar systems and 
other equipment to Egypt for an estimated cost of $355 million, the release added.
1/25/2022 3:43:30 PM -05:00
State Dept. Says NATO, European Partners Supportive of US Talks With Russia's Lavrov 
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The European and NATO partners have been supportive 
of the recent bilateral security talks between the United States and Russia over the situation in 
Ukraine, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"They have been very supportive of our bilateral engagements with now more recently [Russian] 
Foreign Minister Lavrov," Price said during a press briefing.
1/25/2022 3:38:14 PM -05:00
US Consulted With Ukraine About Reply to Russian Proposals, Added Feedback - State Dept. 
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States has been consulting with European 
allies and partners including Ukraine about their response to a set of security proposals from 
Russia and incorporated their feedback into it, State Department spokesman Ned Price said on 
Tuesday.
"We have been consulting extensively with our allies and our partners, and of course when it 
comes to the latter category that includes Ukraine. We have not only informed them and given 
them a preview of what will be in this report, but we have actually explicitly solicited their 
feedback and incorporated that feedback into our report," Price said during a press briefing. 
There will be no surprises in the response for NATO allies or Ukraine, Price added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
Enterprise Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional 
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

US Yet to Transmit Written Response to Russia’s Security Proposals - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States has not yet transmitted to Moscow a 
written response to their set of security proposals for Europe, State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"What I can tell you today is that the response has not been transmitted to Moscow, but I can 
assure you that once the response is sent we will let you know," Price told a press briefing when 
asked if there is any timeline for the US’ written response to Russia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
Enterprise Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional 
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

US Coast Guard Says Searching for 39 People After Boast Capsizes Off Coast of Florida
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WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The US Coast Guard said on Tuesday that its rescue 
crews are searching for 39 people that went missing over the weekend after their boat capsized 
near the Eastern coast of Florida.
"Rescue crews are currently searching for 39 people after their boat reportedly capsized on 
Saturday night approximately 45 miles east of Fort Pierce Inlet," the US Coast Guard said in a 
statement.
The US Coast Guard said in the statement it suspects the vessel that capsized may have been 
part of a human smuggling operation.
An individual recently found one survivor clinging to the capsized vessel, the statement said.
The survivor detailed that the boat left Bimini, Bahamas, with 39 people on Saturday night but 
the vessel capsized after it sailed into severe weather, the statement added.
Nobody on the boat was wearing a life jacket, according to the statement.
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Biden Says He Would Consider Sanctioning Putin Directly in Case of Ukraine Invasion

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Tuesday he will 
consider sanctioning President Vladimir Putin directly if Russia invades Ukraine.
"Yes, I would see that," Biden said when asked whether he would ever see sanctioning Putin 
directly in case of an invasion.
The US president asserted that developments of Ukraine-Russian tensions depend entirely on 
the decision of Vladimir Putin, who in Biden’s opinion has not yet made a final decision on 
whether to advance on Ukraine.
Tensions over Ukraine have increased in recent months. The West and Kiev accuse Russia of 
allegedly preparing to invade. Moscow denies this, and maintains that it has no intention of 
attacking any country, adding that the allegations serve as a pretext for expanding the alliance's 
military presence and deploying more troops to Eastern Europe. Russia stresses its right to 
move troops within its own territory and warns that arms supplies to Kiev may encourage the 
latter to use them against the breakaway Russian-speaking region of Donbas.
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Career Diplomat Nicholas Burns Sworn In as New US Envoy to China - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - Career diplomat Nicholas Burns has been sworn in to be 
the next US Ambassador to China, Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman said on 
Tuesday.
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"Today I was honored to swear in Nicholas Burns, our newly confirmed Ambassador to the 
People’s Republic of China," Sherman said via Twitter. "Ambassador Burns will be a strong 
voice protecting and advancing US interests in our relationship with the PRC, and I look forward 
to working with him again."
Burns' nomination was confirmed by the US Senate in December with a 75-18 vote.
In October, Burns said during a confirmation hearing that China represents the greatest security 
threat to the United States and the democratic world and unlike Washington, Beijing has no real 
allies.
Burns said that the United States and China should work on improving their communications in 
order to avert the possibility of a conflict and maintain regional peace. Burns promised to 
communicate directly with Chinese officials and to facilitate meetings with US counterparts, 
including President Joe Biden as well as lawmakers.
However, Burns called on Congress and the Biden administration to scale up security 
cooperation and arms provisions to Taiwan to defend itself from China.
Moreover, Burns said China's ongoing nuclear weapons buildup, its development of hypersonic 
missile technology, and economic dominance should be matters of concern for Russia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
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Biden Warns Ukraine Escalation Would Have Enormous Consequences, Change World

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - An escalation of the Ukraine conflict would have 
enormous consequences and change the world, US President Joe Biden warned on Tuesday. 
"There will be enormous consequences if he [Putin] were to go in and invade ... the entire 
country [Ukraine] or a lot less than that as well, for Russia," Biden said. "Not only in terms of 
economic consequences and political consequences but there will be enormous consequences 
worldwide. This will be the largest, if he [Putin] were to move in with all those forces, it would be 
the largest invasion since World War II. It would change the world."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
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IMF Urges El Salvador to Ditch Bitcoin as Legal Tender Citing Concerns of Risks

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund on Tuesday urged El 
Salvador to remove Bitcoin as a legal lender citing concerns over risks.
"They [IMF Executive Directors] stressed that there are large risks associated with the use of 
Bitcoin on financial stability, financial integrity, and consumer protection, as well as the
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associated fiscal contingent liabilities," the IMF said in a press release. "They urged the 
authorities to narrow the scope of the Bitcoin law by removing Bitcoin’s legal tender status."
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Columbia.

Biden Confirms 'No Intention' to Move American, NATO Forces Into Ukraine

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden confirmed on Tuesday that 
there is no intention to deploy American or NATO forces into Ukraine.
"We have no intention of putting American forces or NATO forces in Ukraine ... There's not 
going to be any American forces moving into Ukraine," Biden said.
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Congressman Probes 'Alarming' Price Increases Among 4 US Meat Companies - Letter 
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi, chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy, sent letters on Tuesday to four major meat 
processing companies, requesting information and records about the decision to increase prices 
on their products despite drastic increases to their net income profits.
"Four large conglomerates - Tyson Foods, JBS Foods, National Beef, and Seaboard - control 
between 55 percent to 85 percent of the beef, pork and poultry markets," Krishnamoorthi said in 
letters to each of the four companies. "All four companies appear to have used their market 
position to significantly increase prices and profits during the pandemic at consumers’ expense." 
Krishnamoorthi pointed out that beef prices in the United States have increased by nearly 19 
percent, pork prices by 15 percent and poultry prices by nearly 10 percent.
The Congressman said the net income of all four meat processing companies increased by 500 
percent compared to their pre-coronavirus pandemic numbers, adding that shareholders of the 
companies have been rewarded with billions of dollars spent on new dividends and stuck 
buybacks.
These meat processing companies may claim the increase in prices are due to higher input 
costs but their net profit margins does not support that, Krishnamoorthi said.
The Congressman is asking the four companies to provide all records and information about 
their decisions to increase prices by February 8.
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US Looking for Alternatives to Russian Supplies of Natural Gas to Europe - White House

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States is considering alternatives to natural 
gas supplies from Russia to Europe, including identifying additional volumes of the resource 
from North Africa, the Middle East, and Asia, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on 
Tuesday.
"We are in discussions with major natural gas producers around the globe to understand their 
capacity and willingness to temporarily surge natural gas output and to allocate these volumes 
to European buyers," Psaki said during a press briefing when asked whether Qatar would be 
able to provide additional volumes of gas. "[US gas] strategy is not based on any one individual 
country or entity. It's a broad approach that includes engagement with Europeans as well as 
suppliers in North Africa and Middle East, Asia and in the US."
Psaki added that the United States is currently engaging with major buyers and suppliers of its 
liquified natural gas (LNG) to ensure flexibility in existing contracts to enable diversion of gas to 
Europe.
European consumers are increasingly worried that a possible conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine will cause disruptions in gas supplies and raise energy costs. Meanwhile, Russia's 
Gazprom has increased gas transit through Ukraine to Europe by more than 20% compared to 
last week's average, according to data from Transmission System Operator of Ukraine and 
Slovakia's Eustream.
Western nations say they continue to press for a diplomatic solution to the escalating 
Russia-Ukraine tensions, even as American troops were placed on "high alert" for possible 
deployment to Eastern Europe while NATO dispatched additional ships and fighter jets to the 
region. Moscow has repeatedly denied any intent of attacking any country, blaming the West for 
increasing tensions in the region and pointing to NATO's military activities near its borders.
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YouTube to Help Content Creators Capitalize on NFT Technology in 2022 - CEO

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - Internet video-sharing platform YouTube will help 
content creators on its site capitalize on emerging technologies such as non-fungible tokens 
(NFTs) in 2022, CEO Susan Wojcicki said on Tuesday.
"The past year in the world of crypto, nonfungible tokens (NFTs), and even decentralized 
autonomous organizations (DAOs) has highlighted a previously unimaginable opportunity to 
grow the connection between creators and their fans. We’re always focused on expanding the 
YouTube ecosystem to help creators capitalize on emerging technologies, including things like 
NFTs, while continuing to strengthen and enhance the experiences creators and fans have on 
YouTube," Wojcicki said in a letter on the company’s 2022 priorities.
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YouTube has been following everything happening in the so-called "Web3" space as a source of 
inspiration for innovating the platform, Wojcicki added.
Wojcicki in the letter also doubled down on the company's recent decision to remove its "dislike" 
button, which was met with public criticism. The company did not see a meaningful difference in 
viewership after removing the button and reduced targeted dislike attacks, Wojcicki said.
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White House Says Biden Called Reporter He Insulted to Convey ‘It Was Nothing Personal’

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden called Fox News reporter Peter 
Doocy to convey that it was nothing personal when he referred to him as a “stupid son of a 
bitch” after an event on Monday, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
“The President called Peter... He conveyed to him that it was ‘nothing personal, man,’ and also 
acknowledged that all of you are going to ask him a range of questions,” Psaki told reporters, 
including Doocy, during a press briefing.
Biden also talked with the reporter about moving forward and acknowledged that he would ask 
different questions from everybody else, Doocy said on Fox News.
Doocy asked Biden during the event at the White House whether the high inflation experienced 
in the United States is a political liability that prompted the president to respond.
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GM to Invest $7Bln to Boost Electric Truck, Battery Cell Production in US - Statement

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US automaker General Motors is planning to invest $7 
billion in four plants in the state of Michigan to significantly enhance its ability to produce electric 
trucks and battery cells, the company announced Tuesday.
"General Motors Co. announced today an investment of more than $7 billion in four Michigan 
manufacturing sites, creating 4,000 new jobs and retaining 1,000, and significantly increasing 
battery cell and electric truck manufacturing capacity," the company said in a statement.
GM said the investment, the single largest in company history, will help build a new battery 
factory and convert an assembly plant to make the Chevrolet Silverado EV and the electric 
GMC Sierra.
In a statement after the announcement, President Joe Biden said the move shows his economic 
strategy is working, adding that it is the latest of $100 billion invested to build electric cars and 
batteries.
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Biden also lauded the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law as a major step in investing in electric 
vehicles and urged Congress to catalyze more investments with additional incentives for Made 
in America electric vehicles, batteries, and semi-conductors.
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Norway Prime Minister Says ‘Intolerable’ to Use Military Threats in Russia-Ukraine Crisis

UNITED NATIONS, January 25 (Sputnik) - Norway’s Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store said on 
Tuesday the threats of military use in the Russia-Ukraine standoff are intolerable and other 
measures exist to resolve the crisis in a peaceful and secure way.
“We have to channel these complex issues into the political track. It is intolerable that military 
confrontation and threats of military use shall be proper language to deal with the differences 
between European states,” Store told reporters after chairing a UN Security Council meeting on 
the protection of civilians in armed conflicts.
Store said he is concerned by the amassing of military equipment on the Ukraine-Russia border 
and beyond that has the potential to create a dire situation in Europe.
“We need to move out of that as soon as we can,” Store said.
However, Store pointed out that the ongoing diplomatic efforts undertaken by Russia, the United 
States and NATO to resolve the situation peacefully represent a positive development.
“They are not agreeing but they’re in the process. We can do a number of measures to secure 
countries to live in security as neighbors be they inside or outside of alliances. That’s the track 
we have to follow,” Store said.
Western nations say they continue to press for a diplomatic solution to the escalating 
Russia-Ukraine tensions, even as American troops were placed on "high alert" for possible 
deployment to Eastern Europe while NATO dispatched additional ships and fighter jets to the 
region. M
Russia has repeatedly denied any intent to attack any country, but has blamed the West for 
increasing tensions in the region and pointed to NATO's military activities and plans to expand 
eastward as a threat to its national security.
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US Would Welcome India’s Role in Helping With Russia-Ukraine Conflict - White House

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States would welcome any country’s attempt 
to play a role in de-escalation of mounting tensions between Russia and Ukraine, including 
India, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
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“We certainly welcome any efforts to de-escalate and we are in touch with a range of allies and 
partners on this, but I don't have any specific conversations to read out that relate to Indian 
officials,” Psaki said during a press briefing.
Earlier on Tuesday, Ukraine received a new package of military assistance from the United 
States that includes modern equipment and ammunition.
Tensions over Ukraine have increased in recent months, with Russia and NATO accusing each 
other of amassing troops on the Russian-Ukrainian border. The United States and Ukraine 
accuse Russia of allegedly preparing to invade. Moscow denies the claims and maintains that it 
has no intention of attacking any country.
Russian officials have repeatedly said allegations to invade Ukraine serve as a pretext for NATO 
expanding eastward - an act they say is a threat to Russia's national security and will not stand. 
In addition, Moscow has said it reserves the right to move forces on Russia's sovereign territory 
as it sees fit.
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White House Says Holding 2 Classified Briefings on Ukraine, Russia for US Lawmakers 
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US lawmakers will be provided classified briefings on 
developments in the ongoing situation between Ukraine and Russia, White House 
spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
“Today, we are providing two additional, classified, bipartisan briefings for House and Senate 
leadership and committee staff. They’ll be providing updates on recent developments with 
Ukraine and Russia and the state of play,” Psaki said during a press briefing.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Deputy Secretary Wendy Sherman have met with 
nearly 20 members of Congress last week, with more engagements planned this week, Psaki 
said.
The White House is also working on an all-members briefing for the House of Representatives 
and Senate in the coming days, Psaki added.
The briefings will occur amid heightened discussions on Capitol Hill of further United States 
support for Ukraine in the form of military assistance and other aid, bolstering of US and NATO 
force posture in eastern Europe and economic measures against Russia.
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Reductions in Russian Exports of Gas to Europe Not to Have Impact on US Prices - Psaki
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WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - Any reduction in Russian exports of natural gas to 
Europe as a result of the conflict with Ukraine would have minimal impact on US prices, White 
House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
"Any reduction in Russian exports of natural gas to Europe would have a minimal impact on US 
prices. That's what our anticipation would be," Psaki said during a press briefing.
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US Lawmakers Probe Whether China Has Control Over NBC's Winter Olympics Coverage - 
Letter

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US Republican lawmakers Cathy McMorris Rodgers and 
Robert Latta on Tuesday sent a letter to US media broadcaster NBC requesting information to 
determine whether the Chinese government has control of its coverage of the upcoming Winter 
Olympics in Beijing.
"With the 2022 Winter Olympics set to commence in Beijing, China on February 4, we write to 
inquire how you will use your investment in the Games to shed light on China’s history of human 
rights abuses," the letter said. "As NBCUniversal begins its coverage of the 2022 Winter 
Olympics, we believe viewers and listeners deserve to understand whether your programming 
has been influenced by the IOC [International Olympic Committee] or the Chinese Communist 
Party."
The lawmakers are asking NBC to provide information on connections the broadcaster has with 
Chinese government officials, information on measures the broadcaster has in place to ensure it 
has no links to the use of alleged forced labor, and any information that indicates the Chinese 
government has censorship control over the broadcaster's coverage during the Olympics.
The lawmakers are asking NBC to disclose the requested information by February 7.
In December, the Biden administration announced that the United States would not send an 
official delegation to the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing because of alleged human rights 
violations by China. The move has been supported by the United Kingdom, Canada and 
Australia. Athletes from these countries are still free to compete in the Olympics.
China said attempts to politicize sports violate the Olympic Charter and the boycott wins no 
support but isolates the boycotting countries.
The 2022 Winter Olympics will be held in Beijing from February 4-20.
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Kenyan Envoy to UN Calls for ‘Fundamental’ Reform to Security Council Representation
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UNITED NATIONS, January 25 (Sputnik) - Kenya’s Ambassador to the United Nations Martin 
Kimani called on Tuesday for urgent and fundamental reform of the UN Security Council to allow 
the full representation of African countries as the majority of peace and security issues are 
taking place on the African continent.
“The last two world wars have come as a surprise. The next one is likely to be the same if we do 
not undertake urgent Security Council reforms that bring balance to permanent membership and 
the veto,” Kimani said during a Security Council meeting on the protection of civilians in armed 
conflicts. “If this famous table is to truly prevent major wars, then its membership must expand 
or change substantively.”
The implementation of the African position in the Security Council would immensely benefit 
international peace and security and contribute to saving humanity from major wars, Kimani 
pointed out.
“Added to the fact that the majority of the situations before the Council today are in Africa, and 
the great power rivalries will be most keenly felt there, we call for fundamental reform,” the 
diplomat stated.
United Nations member states have been consistently advocating for reforms to the composition 
of the UN Security Council, stressing the lack of Africa’s representation and its adverse effects 
on the Security Council’s ability to properly address issues of peace and security on the 
continent.
In addition, the Security Council’s working methods, such as the use of the veto by the five 
permanent members, have also been referred to as a major problem of the UN Security Council, 
often preventing the council from acting to address significant international issues.
The Security Council is composed of the five permanent member states - China, France,
Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States - the victors of the Second World War.
The Security Council also consists often non-permanent members elected by the UN General 
Assembly for a two-year term.
Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, Norway and the United Arab 
Emirates are the current non-permanent members of the Security Council.
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CORRECTION - IMF Downgrades Forecast for US GDP Growth to 4% in 2022 - World
Economic Outlook
(Corrects figure in headline, para 2)
WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund (IMF) downgraded its 
forecast for the United States' GDP growth this year to 4 percent from its October forecast of 
5.2%, the updated World Economic Outlook said on Tuesday.
At the same time, the IMF upgraded its forecast for the United States’ GDP growth for 2023 by 
0.4 to 2.6%, the report said.
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Emerging Economies to Experience More Pain When Developed World Raises Interest Rates- 
IMF

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - Emerging economies that face inflationary pressure as 
they come out of the coronavirus pandemic are likely to feel more pain when interest rates are 
raised in the developed world, International Monetary Fund (IMF) Deputy Managing Director 
Gita Gopinath said on Tuesday.
"We are entering a period where global interest rates will start going up as major central banks 
around the world start raising interest rates," Gopinath told a news conference after the release 
of the IMF’s latest World Economic Outlook. "That also then can create headwinds for the 
recovery for some emerging and developing economies."
The IMF reduced its 2022 growth forecasts for the emerging economies in Asia to 5.9% from 
6.3% previously in its latest outlook, while reducing its growth expectations for the US economy 
to 4% from the previous 5.2%.
Gopinath said the diverging recovery version seen in the recovery prospects across countries 
has unfortunately persisted and is "still very much the case."
"We've seen advanced economies... back to pre-pandemic trend levels this year while for many 
emerging and developing economies... not all are the same. Countries that do have a large 
amount of external financing that rely on short-term foreign exchange borrowing and don't have 
enough reserves... would be much more subject to turbulence in markets," she said.
The US Federal Reserve is expected to announce at the conclusion of its January policy 
meeting on Wednesday that it will raise interest rates for the first time since the coronavirus 
outbreak in March of 2020.
Money market traders have forecast at least three US interest rate hikes this year, with a quarter 
percentage-point rise each time. The Federal Reserve left interest rates at near zero after the 
coronavirus outbreak, but is forced to raise them to stave off inflation, which has hit 40-year 
highs from trillions of dollars of pandemic relief spending.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
Enterprise Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional 
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

US Not Planning to Make Response to Russia's Security Proposals Public - White House

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States is not going to make public its 
response to the Russian proposals on European security, White House spokeswoman Jen 
Psaki said on Tuesday.
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"If you look at the Iran nuclear deal, or you look at any treaty, not that this is a treaty, but just as 
a point of comparison, negotiations or discussions, it is typically not made public," Psaki told a 
press briefing when asked whether there are plans to make the response to the Russian 
proposals public.
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UN Chief Discusses Ukraine Crisis With Russian, Ukrainian Envoys - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, January 25 (Sputnik) - UN chief Antonio Guterres has discussed the 
Ukraine crisis with the Russian and Ukrainian permanent representatives, spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said on Tuesday.
"He’s had conversations with a number of [permanent representatives] on the situation, yes," 
Dujarric told a press briefing, when asked whether Guterres had met with the Russian or the 
Ukrainian ambassadors to the United Nations.
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US Disagrees With Ukraine's Assessment Russia Invasion Not Imminent - White House

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The United States does not agree with the Ukraine 
government’s assessment that an invasion by Russia is not imminent, White House 
spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
“No one can get into the mind of President [Vladimir] Putin or the Russian leadership. We all 
know that is the case,” Psaki said during a press briefing when asked whether the White House 
agrees with the Ukraine government’s assessment. “So well, of course, our preferred path is 
diplomacy... We have certainly seen aggressive actions and preparations increasing at the 
border.”

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
Enterprise Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional 
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

Biden Has No Intention, Desire to Send US Troops to Ukraine - White House

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden has no intention or desire to send 
US military forces to Ukraine amid increased tensions with Russia, White House Press 
Secretary Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
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"Just to be clear, there is no intention or interest or desire by the President to send troops to 
Ukraine," Psaki told a press briefing.
The comment came in response to a question regarding the 8,500 US troops placed on 
heightened readiness as part of a preparatory response to the European security situation. 
These 8,500 troops on high alert are from brigade combat teams, medical personnel, aviation 
support, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, the Pentagon said on Monday.
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Enterprise Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional 
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

Blinken, UK Foreign Minister Discuss Russia, Iran - US State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken held a phone call 
with UK Foreign Secretary Elizabeth Truss to discuss the situation on Russian-Ukrainian border 
and talks over Iranian nuclear program, State Department said on Tuesday.
“Blinken spoke today with Truss to take stock of recent engagements to deter Russia from its 
troubling military build-up in and near Ukraine. The United States and the United Kingdom are 
coordinating with each other, as well as with NATO and European allies and partners, to 
encourage Russia to de-escalate tensions and commit to a path of diplomacy,” the State 
Department said in a press release.
The two top diplomats also discussed the conclusion of talks over Iran nuclear agreement, 
formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the release said.
Blinken and Truss also confirmed their opposition to China using economic coercion in dealing 
with other countries, the release added.
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US Firms’ Microchips Inventory Down to Less Than 5 Days - Commerce Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - US manufacturers have less than five days of inventory 
for essential microchips, according to a government survey that Commerce Secretary Gina 
Raimondo used on Tuesday to urge that semiconductor supply chains broken in the aftermath 
of the coronavirus pandemic are quickly fixed.
In 2019, US companies maintained 40 days of inventory for key chips needed for 160 products 
but now their stockpiling was less than an eighth of that, the Commerce Department said in its 

survey.
“The... findings confirm the urgent economic and national security need for Congress to pass 
USICA[US Innovation and Competition Act], which includes $52 billion to incentivize making 
chips in [the] Flag of [the] United States,” Raimondo said via Twitter.
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The USICA authorizes some $110 billion for basic and advanced technology research over a 
five-year period, including a $52 billion incentive for more US companies to build their 
manufacturing facilities that incorporate semiconductor plants.
With the US economy emerging from the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, a dire shortage of chips 
has crippled auto manufacturing and slowed the rollout of electronic products.
The Commerce Department’s latest survey shows the crisis was likely to get worse before it 
gets better.
“This means a disruption overseas, which might shut down a semiconductor plant for 2-3 weeks, 
has the potential to disable a manufacturing facility and furlough workers in the United States if 
that facility only has 3-5 days of inventory,” the Commerce Department said.
The survey focused on companies, material and equipment providers, semiconductor 
manufacturers and automotive, industrial and healthcare firms that need chips for their products.
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OSHA Withdraws Workplace COVID-19 Vaccine, Testing Mandate - Statement

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) officially withdrew its COVID-19 vaccination and testing mandate for workplaces in the 
United States with 100 or more employees, OSHA said in a statement on Tuesday.
“The US Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration is withdrawing 
the vaccination and testing emergency temporary standard issued on Nov. 5, 2021, to protect 
unvaccinated employees of large employers with 100 or more employees from workplace 
exposure to coronavirus. The withdrawal is effective January 26, 2022,” the statement said.
On January 13, the US Supreme Court struck down the OSHA vaccine and testing mandate for 
large employers. However, the US Supreme Court also backed a separate COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate for healthcare workers.
OSHA is prioritizing its resources to focus on finalizing a permanent COVID-19 healthcare 
standard, but strongly encourages workers to get vaccinated, the statement said.
Although OSHA is withdrawing the workplace mandate and an enforceable standard, the 
agency is not withdrawing it as a proposed rule, the statement added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary 
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New US Military Aid Arriving in Ukraine, Including Anti-Tank Javelin Missiles - Pentagon
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WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The latest shipment of US military aid to Ukraine, 
including hundreds of Javelin anti-tank missiles, is arriving in the country on Tuesday, Defense 
Department spokesperson John Kirby said on Tuesday.
“We have just approved another $200 million of security assistance to the Ukrainian armed 
forces. They are arriving as we speak, including lethal assistance in the form of Javelin anti-tank 
missiles,” Kirby said during an interview with Fox News.
Ukraine received the first shipments of the $200-million worth of military aid on Saturday and will 
continue to receive shipments in the coming weeks, the US State Department said. The aid 
includes lethal defensive assistance such as the Javelin anti-tank missiles and ammunition for 
the front line defenders of Ukraine, it added.
The increase in military assistance to Kiev comes amid increased tensions in Ukraine-Russia 
relations and claims by the United States and its allies that Russia plans to invade Ukraine. 
Russia has repeatedly dismissed the claims saying it has not plans to attack any country. In 
addition, Russia has warned that NATO's actions near its borders represent a national security 
threat and it reserves the right to move troops within its own sovereign territory as it sees fit.
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US Trade Watchdog to Challenge Lockheed Martin’s $4.4Bln Takeover of Aerojet Rocketdyne

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The US Federal Trade Commission (FTC) said on 
Tuesday it will challenge in court Lockheed Martin's attempt to acquire the last independent 
missile propulsion systems manufacturer, Aerojet Rocketdyne Holdings, in a deal worth $4.4 
billion.
"Today, in its first outright challenge to a defense merger in decades, the Federal Trade 
Commission sued to block Lockheed Martin Corporation’s $4.4 billion proposed vertical 
acquisition of Aerojet Rocketdyne Holdings Inc, the last independent U.S. supplier of missile 
propulsion systems," the FTC said in a press release.
The FTC is concerned that should Lockheed Martin proceed with the deal, the world’s largest 
defense contractor will use its control over Aerojet to harm rival defense contractors, including 
Raytheon Technologies, Inc., Northrop Grumman and Boeing by denying or limiting their access 
to critical propulsion inputs for various weapons systems.
Aerojet is the last independent supplier of critical inputs for missile systems, hypersonic cruise 
missiles, and missile defense kill vehicles, as well as the only proven US supplier of 
divert-and-attitude control systems that propel missile defense kill vehicles, the release said.
The FTC is planning to file an administrative complaint with the US District Court for the District 
of Columbia, seeking a preliminary injunction to block the deal. The administrative trial is 
scheduled to begin on June 16, the release said.
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information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

IMF Hopes to Make Progress on Argentina Debt Deal Soon - Deputy Managing Director

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund (IMF) hopes to make 
progress in the coming days on a new aid program to help Argentina roll over $44 billion of 
long-term debt it is unable to service, IMF First Deputy Managing Director Gita Gopinath said on 
Tuesday.
"We are working very closely with the Argentina authorities to come up with a program that will 
help,” Gopinath told a news conference after the release of the IMF’s latest World Economic 
Outlook. “We hope we will make even more progress in the next days.”
The IMF-Argentina talks have been going on for months over the service of the loan from a 
2018 program and pressure has been mounting on Buenos Aires to secure an agreement that 
will let it borrow again to replenish its foreign-exchange reserves and overcome soaring 
inflation.
Gopinath said the people of Argentina require a program that is sound, credible and one that 
addresses the country’s imbalances.
“We have to improve on the LD [long-debt] imbalances so that we can help the Argentines 
recover and get out of the difficulties they are facing. We’re working very closely with the 
authorities. We understand that the social and economic situation is challenging, which is why 
we are adopting a flexible and pragmatic approach,” she said.
Optimism that Argentina will strike a new agreement with the IMF has lifted prices of the 
country’s government debt by about 10% in December, according to media reports.
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US Lawmakers to Discuss Ukraine Situation With Allies in Trip to Kiev, Brussels - Release

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - A bipartisan delegation of US lawmakers will discuss the 
situation between Ukraine and Russia with allies during an ongoing trip to Kiev and Brussels, 
House Foreign Affairs Committee (HFAC) Democrats said on Monday.
"In Brussels, the delegation will meet with representatives from NATO, the EU, and NATO and 
EU member states to discuss the security situation in Eastern Europe and the buildup of 
Russian troops along Ukraine’s border and in Belarus. In Kyiv, the delegation will meet with 
senior Ukrainian officials to discuss the security situation and reinforce U.S. support for 
Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial integrity," the HFAC press release said.
The congressional delegation is led by HFAC Chair Gregory Meeks and also includes 
Representatives David Cicilline, Ami Bera, Colin Allred, Chrissy Houlahan, Tom Malinowski,
Sara Jacobs, Mark Green, August Pfluger, Mikie Sherill and Victoria Spartz, the release said. 
The lawmakers departed for the trip on Monday morning.
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Meeks on Friday introduced a companion bill to match the Senate measure that would impose 
sanctions on Russian President Vladimir Putin and the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, among other 
individuals and entities.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said Kiev expected the US to take active measures 
against Russia in the event of an escalation of the crisis. The Biden administration continues to 
say that the US and its allies will impose severe costs on Russia if it advances on Ukraine, 
including increased defensive aid and NATO force posture on their eastern flank.
Russia has on many occasions dismissed the allegations that it is preparing to invade Ukraine, 
pointing to the insecurity created by NATO's military activity in the region. Moscow reiterates that 
it has no intention of attacking any country, viewing the accusations as a pretext for deploying 
more alliance's military equipment close to Russian borders.
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US Discusses With Producers Surging Gas Output to Allocate to European Buyers - Official

WASHINGTON, January 25 (Sputnik) - The US government is conducting discussions with 
major natural gas producers around the world to assess their readiness to briefly increase 
natural gas output and allocate it to buyers in Europe, a senior Biden administration official said 
on Tuesday.
"We are in discussions with major natural gas producers around the globe to understand their 
capacity and willingness to temporarily surge national gas output and allocate these volumes to 
the European buyers," the official said.
Some suppliers are ready to so, the official said, adding that the Biden administration is also 
working with nations and companies globally to ensure the security of the energy supply.
"We are also engaging with major buyers and suppliers of LNG [liquefied natural gas] to ensure 
their flexibility and their existing storage and how they manage their storage to enable diversion 
to Europe if necessary," the official said.
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