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Justice Breyer to Step Down From US Supreme Court - Reports 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Associate Justice Stephen Breyer, one of the US Supreme Court's three liberal justices, plans to 
step down from the high court, NBC reported on Wednesday.
At 83 years old, the high court's eldest member plans to retire at the end of the current term, 
which ends in September, according to "people familiar with his thinking."
A September retirement will give US President Joe Biden time to nominate a replacement while 
the Democrats still control the US Senate, as he has been under pressure to do. Such an 
appointment would be Biden's first, after his predecessor, Donald Trump, was able to appoint 
three conservative justices to the court during his four years in office.
Biden's spokesperson, Jen Psaki, said Wednesday he "stands by" his promise to nominate a 
Black woman to the high court.
A graduate of Stanford, Oxford and Harvard, Breyer taught law at Harvard Law School for 
decades and served on the First Circuit Court of Appeals before being nominated by then-US 
President Bill Clinton in 1994. Breyer replaced Associate Justice Harry Blackmun. He is 
considered one of the Supreme Court's three liberal justices, who in recent years have largely 
voted as a minority bloc, criticizing the conservative majority's positions and practices, such as 
increased use of the "shadow docket."
Because the US operates on a common law system derived from the United Kingdom's, the 
Supreme Court functions more as an institution of judicial review, delivering philosophical 
interpretations of cases or laws as they relate to questions of the US Constitution to give 
guidance to judges on lower courts. However, it also retains a discretionary appellate 
jurisdiction, and citizens may appeal to the high court for relief if they believe their constitutional 
rights have been violated by a specific law or practice of the state. It can strike down a law if it 
finds it to be unconstitutional.
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NATO Has Delivered Written Responses to Russian Security Proposal, Stoltenberg Says 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

According to US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, NATO's written responses will be delivered 
not long after Washington sent its own responses to Russia, which were transmitted earlier on 
Wednesday.
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The Russian Foreign Ministry said NATO's responses had been handed over to the Russian 
ambassador in Brussels on Wednesday evening.
"We call on Russia once again to immediately de-escalate the situation. NATO firmly believes 
that tensions and disagreements must be resolved through dialogue and diplomacy," NATO 
chief Jens Stoltenberg told reporters on Wednesday evening, adding that the Brussels-based 
alliance was ready to listen to Russian concerns.
Stoltenberg also proposed that Russia and NATO should re-establish their respective offices in 
Brussels and Moscow. The offices were shuttered in October 2021 by Moscow in retaliation for 
NATO pulling the accreditation of eight Russian officials to its Brussels headquarters after 
accusing them of being Russian intelligence officers. NATO had also already halved the staff at 
its Moscow office from 20 to 10.
"We are proposing mutual briefings on exercises and nuclear policies in the NATO-Russia 
Council," Stoltenberg added.
The NATO chief said that NATO is a defense alliance that does not seek confrontation and 
hoped for the best outcome, but was also preparing for the worst. To that end, he noted a 
5,000-strong response force had already been formed and could be ready to deploy within days 
and that NATO was strengthening its presence in the Baltic and Black Sea regions.
The US submitted its own written responses to Russian security proposals, which Blinken said 
reiterated what US officials have already said publicly, including that NATO's membership policy 
would not change and actions by Russia that he said undermined regional security. He said the 
US response places the onus on Russian President Vladimir Putin to follow the diplomatic path 
forward they have laid out.
Blinken emphasized that while Ukraine is not a NATO ally, its leaders were consulted in the 
drafting of the US' response, as was US President Joe Biden.
In addition to NATO's 5,000-strong force, Biden said a separate US force of 8,500 troops had 
been readied for deployment to Europe in five days' time, if they are needed. However, he said 
the troops would not be sent to Ukraine.
Moscow's Seeks End to Eastern NATO Expansion
Moscow delivered a series of security proposals about Eastern Europe in mid-December that 
were aimed at defusing the present crisis on the Ukrainian border, where NATO claims 
thousands of Russian troops are poised for an invasion of Ukraine. However, both Russian and 
Ukrainian leaders have dismissed the notion that the troops, which are involved in drills, could 
constitute a strike force.
Russia's proposals address its key security concerns, including ending the further eastward 
expansion of NATO, most especially the potential accession of Ukraine to the alliance, and 
averting the stationing of more offensive weapons in Eastern Europe. Missiles stationed in the 
region have the potential to reach Russian cities in mere minutes - a key aspect of the threat 
posed bv NATO in the 1980s that led to arms limitation treaties like the Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty that the US shredded in 2019.
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was formed in 1949 by several Western 
European and North American capitalist powers as a collective security pact designed to avert a 
potential Soviet invasion. It was opposed by the Warsaw Pact signed between the Soviet Union 
and its socialist allies in Eastern Europe in 1955. After the end of the Cold War and the collapse 
of the Eastern European socialist governments, NATO leaders promised Soviet President
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Mikhail Gorbachev that the alliance would not expand further east than a reunited Germany, but 
in the 1990s and 2000s, several former Warsaw Pact members and even several former Soviet 
republics joined the alliance, bringing NATO troops to the Russian border.
After the US-backed nationalist coup in Kiev in 2014 and the subsequent breaking away of 
several Russian-speaking regions of Ukraine, including Crimea's declaration of independence 
and referendum to rejoin Russia, NATO began to take a more bellicose tone toward Russia, 
forming an Enhanced Forward Presence force in its eastern member states and regarding 
Moscow as an aggressor. Washington's 2018 reorientation toward "great power competition" 
with China and Russia went still further, naming Moscow as a "malign actor" that directly 
threatens the United States' position at the head of the post-Cold War global order.
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Taiwanese, US Vice Presidents in Honduras for Xiomara Castro’s Inauguration Won’t Meet, US 
Says
By - Morgan Artyukhina

As world leaders send delegations to Tegucigalpa for the inauguration of Honduras first female 
president, Xiomara Castro, two attendees stand out conspicuously: Taiwanese Vice President 
William Lai and US Vice President Kamala Harris.
Lai left Taipei for Honduras on Tuesday, saying at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport that he 
was taking along tools to help the Central American nation fight the COVID-19 pandemic. It is 
his first trip overseas since taking office in 2020.
“We will use concrete action and specific measures to show our support for deeper ties and the 
new government,” he said, adding that ties would continue based on pragmatism and 
reciprocity, according to Taiwan’s Central News Agency.
"As President Castro prepares to promote new policies, Taiwan will uphold the spirit of 
pragmatic diplomacy and mutual assistance, deepen cooperation with Honduras, and overcome 
various difficulties to benefit both countries' peoples," Lai added.
On the campaign trail, Castro had promised to end her country’s diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan and to recognize the People’s Republic of China (PRC) as the legitimate government of 
all of China. However, since winning the election, her transition team has signaled that such a 
switch is by no means imminent.
Formally calling itself the Republic of China, the government in Taipei is all that remains of the 
republican state that ruled China from 1912, when the last Chinese emperor abdicated the 
throne, until 1949, when the communist Red Army emerged victorious in a civil war and seized 
all of the Chinese mainland. Both governments claim to be the sole legitimate Chinese 
government, but over the years, all but 14 of the world’s nations have switched over to 
recognizing Beijing, which regards Taiwan as a part of China governed by a rebel force.
The most recent to switch was Nicaragua, which announced the move last month after the US 
introduced punishing new sanctions in rejection of that country’s elections, which were won by 
the democratic socialist Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN). Beijing and Managua have
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rapidly moved forward on incorporating Nicaragua into the Belt and Road Initiative infrastructure 
megaproject in the month since.
Taiwan is looking to strengthen its relationship with the few remaining countries that support it, 
nearly all of which are small Caribbean and Pacific states under Washington’s thumb. Last 
week, Sputnik reported that Taiwan had footed the $900,000 bill for a lobbyist in Washington to 
represent the interests of Guatemala, one of the 14 nations that recognize Taiwan.
Harris will also be attending the ceremonies, although US officials “suggested to Reuters” that 
she and Lai would not meet, as such an incident would anger Beijing. The US provides open but 
informal support to Taiwan, including advanced military equipment, which Beijing regards as US 
intervention in Chinese internal affairs.
"The Vice President's visit will further the commitment she and President-elect Castro made 
during their December 10 phone call to deepen the partnership between the United States and 
Honduras and work together to advance economic growth, combat corruption, and address the 
root causes of migration," said Sabrina Singh, deputy press secretary for the vice president, 
about Harris’ visit.
The US vice president’s presence is a reminder of the 2009 constitutional coup against Castro’s 
husband, Manuel Zelaya, that was carried out with US approval after Zelaya’s left-wing 
government pushed ahead with social programs and association with the regional trading block 
ALBA, organized by Cuba and Venezuela. Accompanying Harris is Samantha Power, director of 
the US Agency for International Development (USAID), a US State Department agency that 
worked hard to orchestrate support for the right-wing government that took power after Zelaya’s 
removal.
That government catered to US corporate interests and extensively privatized the government’s 
functions, turning municipal administrations, schools, energy services, and security services into 
private corporate charters. Those security forces have been blamed for skyrocketing violence 
against indigenous Hondurans and LGBTQ people, fueling a massive exodus of refugees 
who’ve fled north toward the United States over the last decade.
Castro’s government has already faced a crisis in the parliament, where a brawl broke out on 
Sunday after lawmakers refused to abide by a deal between Castro and her election rival, 
Salvador Nasralla, for a member of Nasralla’s Savior Party to become parliamentary speaker. 
Instead of recognizing her pick, Luis Redondo, members of outgoing President Juan Orlando 
Hernandez’s National Party rebelled and were joined by several Libre lawmakers, picking their 
own separate speaker, Libre Rep. Jorge Calix. Several lawmakers have since backtracked and 
rejoined the parliament.
However, other nations have also sent their vice presidents to attend Castro’s inauguration, 
including Argentina’s Cristina Kirchner and Cuba’s Salvador Mesa. Felipe VI, King of Spain, is 
also due to attend the ceremonies. Honduras was a Spanish colony for centuries before gaining 
independence in 1821 as a part of Mexico, from which it split two years later.
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DPRK Reportedly Fires Two Presumed Ballistic Missiles into Sea of Japan
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By - Morgan Artyukhina

South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff reported detecting a weapons launch off the North Korean 
coast on Thursday morning, which would be the socialist state's sixth missile test this month. 
The South Korean military leadership notified reporters of the launch of two unidentified 
projectile via text message, according to Yonhap News Agency. Later, they said the projectiles 
were presumed to be ballistic missiles.
The projectile fell outside Japan's exclusive economic zone, Kyodo reported, citing a 
government source.
The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) has stepped up its missile tests in 2022, 
firing off a variety of weapons in the past few weeks, including a hypersonic glide vehicle, a 
rail-launched ballistic missile, and tactical guided missiles.
The launches began after the end of the fourth plenary session of the Central Committee of the 
Workers' Party of North Korea, which concluded on December 31. However, the prevailing 
theme of the meeting was improving domestic quality of life amid what WPK chairman Kim Jong 
Un called a "great life-and-death struggle."
The DPRK has been at war with South Korea and the US since 1950, since a permanent peace 
treaty never formally concluded the Korean War, only a ceasefire that stopped the fighting in 
1953 remains in effect. As a consequence, the US has maintained a 28,500-strong garrison in 
South Korea, which Pyongyang has said is an obstacle to peace and poses a threat to the 
DPRK.
According to Pyongyang, its ballistic missile and nuclear weapons systems are necessary in 
order to guarantee its security in the absence of a permanent peace treaty and US withdrawal 
from the Korean peninsula. It has strongly objected to military drills between the US and South 
Korea, which rehearse joint operations against the DPRK. Upcoming drills scheduled for March 
are expected to be postponed until April due to presidential elections in South Korea on March 
9.
Talks on denuclearizing the Korean peninsula made progress in 2018 and 2019 before 
collapsing, as Pyongyang refused to take further action against its programs without some kind 
of sanctions relief from the US, and Washington refused to remove any economic sanctions 
against the DPRK without first seeing "verifiable" and irreversible denuclearization on the 
DPRK's part. Relations have considerably soured since, and new sanctions from Washington 
followed recent missile tests by the DPRK, which it said violated UN resolutions.
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TPLF Announces New Offensive in Ethiopia’s Afar State, Forcing WFP Aid Convoy to Turn Back 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

A month after withdrawing to Ethiopia’s northern Tigray state, the Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF) has launched a new offensive into neighboring Afar state, saying they are chasing
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down special forces units that blocked humanitarian shipments. However, their offensive 
blocked a UN aid shipment, too.
The TPLF’s External Affairs Office said on Tuesday it had launched a new attack into Afar, 
claiming Afar President Awol Arba, “under the tutelage of the Eritrean government,” has 
launched raids into eastern Tigray using special forces responsible for the “systematic 
obstruction of humanitarian aid delivery to the people of Tigray.”
“Since yesterday morning (January 24) we have been compelled to take robust actions to 
neutralize the threat posed by the so-called Red Sea Afar Force, which has been organized by 
Awol Arba’s special police forces along with the Eritrean government in defiance of the repeated 
peace overtures by the Government of Tigray, as well as eminent elders in Afar,” the statement 
said.
The statement added that the TPLF “does not have a plan to remain in Afar for long, nor does it 
wish to see the conflict deteriorate further.”
According to the local information portal Afar Watch, the TPLF’s entered Afar in the northern 
Killbet Rasu Zone or Zone 2, through the towns of Abala and Magale, which sit on the border of 
Tigray and Afar.
Abala was recently subjected to TPLF artillery attacks two weeks ago that forced citizens to flee, 
and the TPLF staged attacks on other areas in Amhara along the Tigray border as well. The 
rebel group, which before 2018 ruled all of Ethiopia, launched a dramatic offensive last year into 
Afar and Amhara states, advancing on the capital of Addis Ababa before being repulsed in 
December. On December 23, the government of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed declared an end to 
combat operations as the TPLF was pushed back into Tigray state.
A national dialogue was intended to follow, and peace overtures were made to TPLF leaders, 
who instead appealed to the United Nations to enforce a peace to the group’s advantage 
without recognizing the legitimacy of Abiy’s government - a key tenet for peace with Addis 
Ababa. Abiy has refused negotiations with the TPLF, which was designated a terrorist group by 
Ethiopian lawmakers last year.
Despite the renewed violence, the Ethiopian Council of Ministers decided on Wednesday to end 
the six-month state of emergency declared in November 2021 early. However, the move must 
still be approved by the House of Peoples’ Representatives, the lower chamber of Ethiopia’s 
Parliamentary Assembly.
As a result of the renewed offensive by the TPLF, United Nations World Food Program trucks 
carrying some 800 tons of food were forced to turn back halfway to the Tigray capital of Mekelle, 
the agency said on Tuesday.
“It's evident that TPLF leaders are starving people in pursuit of a perilous political game,” the 
office of Ethiopia’s permanent mission to the United Nations said.
However, the International Committee of the Red Cross landed its first planeload of supplies in 
Mekelle on September on Wednesday, carrying essential medicine missing in the region for 
months due to the conflict. The TPLF has claimed since November 4, 2020, the day it launched 
its attack on Ethiopian military forces, that Addis was orchestrating a famine in the region, 
arousing fury in the West after being uncritically repeated by western media outlets.
Abiy’s government admits there is a massive humanitarian crisis in the region, but says it is of 
the TPLF’s creation, noting that the group has seized hundreds of WFP food trucks and has 
used food aid as a coercive tool to encourage Tigrayan youths to enlist in the military. In a report

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM

published in early November, the UN Human Rights Office and Ethiopian Human Rights 
Commission documented human rights abuses by all sides in the conflict, but found no 
evidence of a genocide.
According to United Nations data, more than 70,000 people have fled the violence, heading 
across the border into neighboring Sudan, and an estimated 4 million more have been internally 
displaced. There is no reliable death toll for the conflict.
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Childhood Stars Macaulay Culkin and Brenda Song Are Allegedly Engaged 
By - Mary Manley

Macaulay Culkin and Brenda Song are engaged almost a year after Song gave birth to their 
son, Dakota. Macaulay Culkin, known to 90’s kids for his movie Home Alone, and Brenda Song 
for her roles on Disney Channel have been allegedly dating for four years 
Rumors started flying about an engagement between the two former child stars, when Song 
was spotted sporting a diamond ring while running errands in Beverly Hills on Monday. A source 
confirmed to People that the two are engaged.
The couple first met in Thailand while shooting their film Changeland, and in July of 2017 they 
were reportedly spotted enjoying a dinner date at the restaurant Craig’s, located in Los Angeles. 
Their son Dakota was born in April of 2021, weighing 6 pounds, and 14 ounces which they 
shared with Esquire, saying, “We’re overjoyed.”
Song and Culkin named their son Dakota in honor of his late sister who died in a car accident in 
2008. She was only 29.
Culkin’s most recent work was as character Mickey, in the TV series American Horror Story. 
Brenda Song will appear in the 2022 reboot of the TV series The Proud Family, which will be 
streamed on Disney Plus.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Amongst Record Cases Of COVID-19, More Than 1.1 Million Children In A Week Have Been
Diagnosed
By - Mary Manley

Reports have come in that more than 1.1 million children were diagnosed with COVID-19 in the 
week ending January 20. In addition to these climbing diagnoses amongst children, average 
COVID-19 death rates have also reached their highest levels since last year.
According to a report titled “Children and COVID-19: State-Level Data Report” from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, almost 1,151,000 child COVID-19 cases were reported during
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a single week ending on January 20. Those numbers are up by 17% from the previous recorded 
981,000 cases on January 13.
The same group has reported 10.6 million children have tested positive for the virus since the 
onset of the pandemic. And of those, 2 million are from just the past two weeks alone. Rates 
have been skyrocketing ever since the omicron variant took hold, becoming responsible for a 
majority of new COVID-19 cases.
The average number of COVID-19 deaths have reached their highest levels since last year, with 
a new seven-day average of 2,191 a day as of Monday. That’s an increase of 1,000 deaths 
since two months ago, according to Johns Hopkins University’s data. Before the omicron variant 
took hold, the seven-day average for deaths caused by the virus was 1,900.
Before vaccines were made available, the highest numbers of deaths caused by the virus had 
reached a daily average of 3,400.
Though the omicron variant has been shown to be less severe in causing death and severe 
illness, the rate of infection, as well as its spread, has resulted in overwhelmed hospitals, which 
were already stretched thin even before the start of the pandemic.
“You can have a disease that is for any particular person less deadly than another, like omicron, 
but if it is more infectious and reaches more people, then you’re more likely to have a lot of 
deaths,” said Robert Anderson, chief of the mortality-statistics branch at the National Center for 
Health Statistics.
The CDC’s data has shown that infection rates remain highest among the unvaccinated, with 
those catching the virus being the most likely in need of hospitalization.
Most children who test positive for COVID-19 do not need to be hospitalized. But as of January 
5, 2022, more than 4,000 children were hospitalized with COVID-19, compared to Christmas 
Day when fewer than 2,000 were in need of hospital aid.
There are low vaccination rates among children, with those aged 5 and younger being ineligible 
for vaccination. As of January 25, 55.4% of kids ages 12 to 18 were vaccinated, and only 20.3% 
of children 5 to 11 were vaccinated.
The White House released a statement on Wednesday saying that COVID-19 vaccine regimes 
for kids younger than 4 years-old will involve at least three doses when it’s approved. That news 
comes the same day as Virginia reported their eighth child under the age of 10 had died from 
COVID-19.
Virginia is now seeing 11,126 new coronavirus cases as of Wednesday, and 83,236 new cases 
in the past week, according to the Virginia Department of Health.
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San Jose City Becomes First to Pass Gun Owner Insurance And Fee Law 
By - Mary Manley

After hours of debating on Tuesday night, the city council of San Jose, California has decided to 
move forward with a gun safety law requiring gun owners to have liability insurance, as well as

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM

paying an annual 25 dollar fee, making San Jose the first city in the United States to approve 
stricter gun laws.
The new measure, which officials are saying is the first of its kind, has been broken into two 
mandates. The first is a liability insurance requirement for gun owners, covering losses or 
damages caused by neglect or accidental use of a firearm. The “damages” would include death, 
injury, or property damage. If the gun is lost or stolen, the owner of the gun would be liable 
unless the theft or loss was reported to authorities.
The second mandate would make it so gun owners have to pay an annual fee of 25 dollars.
That fee would then be collected by a nonprofit, which is yet to be disclosed, and would pay for 
firearm safety and training, suicide prevention, domestic violence and mental health services. 
The gun insurance will be purchased through homeowner’s insurance or renter’s insurance, and 
will cover every person in the gun owner’s household, reported CBS SF Bay Area News. San 
Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo said those without insurance won’t lose their guns or face any annual 
charges.
During the city council meeting, council members listened to more than an hour and a half of 
opposing views towards the mandates, some were vehemently for, and others were against. 
“Charging a fee and requiring insurance does not restrain anyone from owning a gun, but it 
does require gun owners to show responsibility,” said one San Jose resident, who is in favor of 
the proposal.
Others in San Jose have voiced opposition, saying the law assigns the blame of gun violence to 
lawful gun owners. Several gun rights groups have threatened to sue, hoping to prevent the law 
from going into effect. The executive director of Gun Owners of California, Sam Paredes, said 
his group would sue, deeming the law unconstitutional.
But Margaret Russel, a constitutional law professor at Santa Clara University, is confident the 
law should go into effect. “Twenty five dollars and liability insurance, and articulated public 
interest in that the money is actually going to go toward the enormous cost to taxpayers of gun 
violence, that actually seems like it will pass a legal test to me,” she said to ABC 7 News. 
Members of the San Jose City Council include several of those who have lost a friend or have 
been affected by gun violence. Councilmember Raul Peralez lost a childhood friend last year to 
gun violence, and Councilmember Maya Esparza also says her family was touched by gun 
violence, referring to the Gilroy Shooting in Gilroy, CA, which saw 3 people die, including a 6 
year-old boy, a 13 year-old girl, and a 25 year-old man.
Mayor Liccardo’s proposal also has support from the San Jose City Council in light of the May 
26, 2021 shooting at the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority rail yard, when an 
employee opened fire on their colleagues, killing 8 people.
The mayor said gun violence costs San Jose taxpayers 40 million dollars a year in emergency 
response services.
Gun laws are a hot button topic for Americans. Even though 90% of Americans agree that there 
should be some stricter gun laws like universal background checks, the Second Amendment 
makes it a third rail issue, putting potential progress to a standstill. And while the United States 
only holds 4.4% of the world’s population, it still accounts for about 43% of the world’s guns, 
according to a 2007 Small Arms Survey.
Between 2009 and 2018, 1,121 people were shot and killed in a mass shooting, with 836 more 
shot and wounded.
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The Oxford High School shooting, which occurred on November 30, 2021, also saw some 
unusual lawful effects. The parents of the school shooter were charged with manslaughter, and 
are currently being held on a $500,000 cash bond. James and Jennifer Crumbley were accused 
by prosecutors of negligence in regards to gun safety. Prosecutors say they were aware of their 
son’s mental health issues and fascination with guns, and even refused to take their son home 
the day of the shooting, even though the school guidance counselors urged them to do so. The 
son was also arrested and charged with murder and terrorism.
An assessment by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security found that guns involved in 76% 
of school shootings came from the home of a parent or relative. In half of these, the firearms 
were easily accessible. It’s highly unusual for parents of a school shooter to be charged with 
crimes involved in school shootings.
“Our laws haven’t really adapted to the reality of school shootings, and the closest we have are 
these child access prevention laws,” said Kris Brown, the president of the advocacy group 
Brady: United Against Gun Violence.
San Jose’s Gun Harm Reduction proposal now needs another approval which it will face at a 
second reading on February 8th. If it passes, the measures will go into effect on August 8th.
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White House Confirms Biden to Host Germany's Scholz on February 7

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will host German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz in Washington on February 7, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki confirmed on 
Thursday.
"President Biden looks forward to welcoming Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany to the White 
House on February 7, 2022. Chancellor Scholz’ visit provides an opportunity to affirm the deep 
and enduring ties between the United States and Germany," she said.
The leaders are to discuss their shared commitment to joint efforts to "deter further Russian 
aggression against Ukraine," according to the statement.
"They will also discuss the importance of continued close cooperation on a range of common 
challenges, including ending the COVID-19 pandemic, addressing the threat of climate change, 
and promoting economic prosperity and international security based on our shared democratic 
values," Psaki concluded.
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US Calls on Russia to Stop Backing Alleged Repressive Acts in Chechnya - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has called on Russia to stop 
supporting alleged repressive activities infringing human rights by Moscow-backed local 
authorities in Chechnya, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Thursday.
"We call on Russian federal authorities to refrain from enabling repressive acts, including acts of 
transnational repression, originating in Chechnya and to bring those responsible for continuing 
egregious human rights violations in Chechnya to justice consistent with the law of the Russian 
Federation," Price said in a statement.
The United States was troubled by continuing reports of abductions and arbitrary detentions 
carried out by authorities in Chechnya, including dozens of reported abductions and arbitrary 
detentions in recent weeks targeting the relatives of Chechen human rights defenders and 
dissidents, the statement said.
"We reject Chechnya Head Ramzan Kadyrov’s baseless attempts to malign human rights 
defenders and independent journalists and we urge him to end authorities’ targeting of those 
who dissent, LGBTQI+ persons, members of religious and ethnic minority groups and others," 
the statement added.
The US government is calling for the immediate release of all who have been unjustly detained, 
according to the statement.
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Biden Wbrns Against Attempts to Revise History on Holocaust Remembrance Day

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden has called for opposing 
attempts to rewrite history and spread bigotry in a statement on International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.
"\Ne must teach accurately about the Holocaust and push back against attempts to ignore, deny, 
distort, and revise history—as we did this month, when the United States co-sponsored a UN 
resolution that charged the international community with combating Holocaust denial through 
education," he said.
Biden added that on Thursday he will welcome Bronia Brandman, a survivor of Auschwitz, to 
the Oval Office, who will talk about her experience.
"We cannot redeem the past. But, on this day, as we mourn humanity’s capacity to inflict 
inhuman cruelty, let us commit to making a better future and to always upholding the 
fundamental values of justice, equality, and diversity that strengthen free societies," the 
president said.
Biden called upon everyone to have a moral obligation to honor the victims and carry on the 
lessons of last century’s "most heinous crime."
"From the streets of Charlottesville, Virginia, to a synagogue in Colleyville, Texas, we are 
continually and painfully reminded that hate doesn’t go away; it only hides. And it falls to each of 
us to speak out against the resurgence of antisemitism and ensure that bigotry and hate receive 
no safe harbor, at home and around the world," he said.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM

Holocaust Remembrance Day is celebrated on January 27. On this day in 1945, the Soviet Red 
Army liberated the Auschwitz concentration camp in occupied Poland. It was the largest Nazi 
death camp and became one of the main symbols of the Holocaust. About 1.4 million people, of 
whom about 1.1 million were Jews, died in Auschwitz from 1941 to 1945. In 1947, a museum 
was built on the site of the former Nazi concentration camp, and it was included in the UNESCO 
VXforld Heritage List in 1979.
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US to Issue 20,000 More Visas for Non-Agricultural Workers in First Half of Year - DHS

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States is going to issue 20,000 additional 
visas for temporary non-agricultural workers for the first half of 2022 to address the needs of the 
economy, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced on Thursday.
"The Department of Homeland Security and the Department of Labor today announced the 
availability of 20,000 additional H-2B temporary nonagricultural worker visas for the first half of 
fiscal year 2022. These visas are for U.S. employers that are facing irreparable harm without 
additional workers and seeking to employ additional workers on or before March 31,2022,"
DHS said in a press release.
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US Unveils Initiative to Bolster Water Sector Resilience Against Cyber Attacks - Official

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration announced it is expanding an 
initiative to secure critical US infrastructure to the water sector in order to bolster resiliency 
against potential cyber attacks in the future, a senior US administration official told reporters. 
This effort is part of the US administration's so-called Industrial Control Systems Cybersecurity 
Initiative, which has already been applied to bolster cyber security technologies in the United 
States’ electricity and natural gas pipeline infrastructure.
"It [initiative] has two primary goals: one is to promote the water sector's adoption of 
technologies that can provide early detection of cyber threats to industrial control systems, 
threats that could degrade critical operations at water sector facilities, and also to enhance the 
water sector's response to these threats," the US official said. "The second goal is to promote 
rapid sharing of cyber threat data with the US government in a protected environment."
The US official mentioned the water sector has expressed reluctance in sharing information 
related to cybersecurity threats with the federal government.
The federal government has limited authorities to set cybersecurity standards for critical US 
infrastructure, managing this risk requires partnership with the private sector and municipal 
operators of that infrastructure, the US official.
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The official said the new action plan is related to an executive order issued by the Biden 
administration last May in response to the SolarWinds, Microsoft Exchange, and the Colonial 
Pipeline incidents.
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US GDP Grew 5.7% in 2021 after 6.9% Jump in Q4 - Commerce Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US Gross Domestic Product expanded by 6.9% in the 
fourth quarter of last year to round up 2021 growth at 5.7%, the Commerce Department said on 
Thursday.
"Real gross domestic product (GDP) increased at an annual rate of 6.9 percent in the fourth 
quarter of 2021the department said in a news release. In its last GDP update, the department 
finalized a 2.3% growth for the third quarter. For all of 2021, growth was estimated at 5.7%.
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First Chartered Flight in Months With US Evacuees Departs Kabul for Qatar - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The first flight since November carrying US evacuees 
has departed Kabul bound for Qatar, NBC News reported on Thursday, citing people in the 
know.
The plane, chartered by Qatar Airways, carried over 30 Americans. The flight was reportedly 
managed by the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs and paid for by the US State Department.
In late December, the broadcaster reported that the Taliban (under UN sanctions for terrorism) 
suspended US-chartered Qatar Airways evacuation flights out of Afghanistan. Flights were 
allegedly halted over disagreements both about how the Kabul airport is managed and who is 
provided with seats on evacuation flights.
Qatar, which has played a vital role in mediating contacts between the West and the Taliban in 
the past, now facilitates the evacuation of thousands of foreigners from the country.
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RPT - US Fed Too Late' in Bid to Contain Inflation After Years of Printing Money - Investor

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The US Federal Reserve's attempt to contain 
unprecedented inflation fueled by its own money-printing policy has come at least six months 
too late, Navigator Principal Investors Director Kyle Shostaktold Sputnik.
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Earlier on Wednesday, the Federal Reserve announced that it would be appropriate to raise US 
interest rates soon due to inflation overshooting the central bank’s target of 2% per annum. The 
inflation crisis has made US President Joe Biden noticeably frustrated as evidenced on Monday 
when he referred to a Fox News reporter as a "son of a bitch" for raising the subject.
"it is a little bit late at this stage to shift gears as they should have done... a half a year ago," 
Shostak said.
The US unprecedented inflation, now at a 40-year high, he said, is an "ugly child" of the Fed's 
own money-printing policy.
"Now the Fed is on a crusade to contain the rise of the 'monster' it had created but it is too late," 
he said. "The genie is out of the bottle."
He also said now the United States is facing the risk of growth shock with far reaching 
consequences not only for the US economy but also for the entire world.
Shostak noted that over the past two years, Presidents Donald Trump and Joe Biden have 
injected massive amounts of money into the US economy to fight the pandemic. Yet, he added, 
because not all the stimulus has been spent, the US has seen upward pressure on consumer 
prices and the economy was put back on the path of growth.
The investor said no one should expect wages to continue to grow 4% a year, real estate 13%, 
and equity markets 20% perpetually. The consumer basket, he added, by many estimates has 
"gone through the roof" by more than 20% on average.
Speaking of the global economy, Shostak compared it with healthcare, adding that as the Fed is 
"coughing," the world "will be getting a cold." Growth prospects in emerging economies are 
hence becoming much more uncertain, he said.
"Many countries are struggling to come out of Covid, with their public budgets on the brink of 
exhaustion. The inflation is making consumers poorer while sovereign and corporate debt is 
piling up," the expert said, adding that some local currencies are already sliding against the 
dollar.
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Canada to Deploy Up to 400 Personnel to Support Forces in Ukraine - Defense Minister 
(Updates with more details in paras 3-8; modifies headline)
TORONTO, January 26 (Sputnik) - Canada will deploy up to 400 personnel in total to assist the 
Ukrainian military and 60 of them will be deploying in the next several days, Canadian Defense 
Minister Anita Anand said during a news conference with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
"Today, we are pleased to announce the extension and expansion of Operation Unifier. With 
approximately $340 million we will increase the capacity of our training mission in Ukraine, 
deploying up to 400 members of the Canadian armed forces with up to 60 of those members 
being deployed in the coming days," Anand said on Wednesday.
The Canadian soldiers are providing training in such areas as tactics, improvised explosive 
device disposal, sniping, reconnaissance and medicine, Anand added.
Trudeau explained Canada is extending the operation for another three years and doubling the 
number of its soldiers in Ukraine from 200 to 400.
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The operation is focused in the western part of Ukraine where risks to troops are lowest and 
they can concentrate on the training and support mission, Trudeau said.
The safety of Canadian personnel remains paramount and in the event of a Russian invasion 
the government will ensure that members of the military remain safe, Trudeau also said.
The decision on exactly how many troops to send not exceeding the 400 personnel cap will be 
determined by the situation on the ground, Trudeau added.
Foreign Minister Melanie Joly has said her Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro Kuleba had relayed to 
her the request for Canada to extend Operation Unifier.
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Biden Announces Intent to Nominate New Ambassadors for Sudan, South Sudan - White House

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden announced his intention to 
nominate two career Foreign Service diplomats to become ambassadors to Sudan and South 
Sudan, the White House said in a statement.
"President Joe Biden announced his intent to nominate the following individuals for key 
diplomatic roles in his administration: Michael Adler, Nominee for Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the Republic of South Sudan [and] John Godfrey, Nominee for 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Republic of the Sudan," the White House 
said on Wednesday.
Adler has more than 30 years’ experience in the foreign service and most recently served on the 
US National Security Council as Deputy Senior Director for South Asia and prior to that was 
Director for Afghanistan, the release said.
Godfrey is currently Acting Counterterrorism Coordinator and the Acting Special Envoy to the 
Global Coalition to Defeat the Islamic State (banned in Russia) in the State Department’s 
Counterterrorism Bureau.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US, Polish Defense Chiefs Discuss Boosting Deterrence on NATO’s Eastern Flank - 
Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and his Polish 
counterpart during a recent telephone call exchanges views on bolstering deterrence along 
NATO's Eastern flank in response to the Ukraine crisis, Defense Department Press Secretary 
John Kirby said.
"Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III spoke with Polish Minister of National Defense Mariusz 
Btaszczak to discuss Russia’s ongoing, unprovoked military build-up around Ukraine," Kirby 
said in a press release on Wednesday. "Both leaders expressed their unwavering support for 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and their continuing commitment to build the
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defensive capabilities of Ukraine's forces. Secretary Austin and Minister Btaszczak also 
exchanged views on enhancing deterrence along NATO's Eastern Flank, highlighted the 
importance of maintaining NATO unity, and agreed to continue their close cooperation at this 
critical time."
Moscow has repeatedly rejected accusations by the West and Ukraine of "aggressive actions," 
saying Russia does not threaten nor plan to attack country. Moscow has also said the claims 
about "Russian aggression" are used as a pretext to deploy more NATO military equipment near 
Russia's borders and facilitate further expansion eastward, which constitutes a national security 
threat and will not be tolerated.
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Feds Charge Man Who Sold Gun to Texas Synagogue Hostage-Taker - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON January 26 (Sputnik) - The man who allegedly sold the gun used in the recent 
synagogue hostage situation in Texas has been charged with a federal firearm crime, the 
Justice Department said in a press release.
"The man who sold Malik Faisal Akram the gun he used to kidnap hostages in a Texas 
synagogue earlier this month has been charged with a federal firearm crime," the release said. 
Henry Williams, 32, allegedly sold Akram a semiautomatic Taurus G2C pistol on January 13, the 
release said. This was two days before agents recovered the pistol from Colleyville’s 
Congregation Beth Israel synagogue in Texas, where Akram had held four individuals hostage 
for several hours before he was fatally shot by federal law enforcement, according to the 
release.
Williams, a felon previously convicted of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon and 
attempted possession of a controlled substance, will face a detention hearing on January 31, 
the Justice Department said.
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Bell Upgrades Osprey V-22 Aircraft Nacelle Holding Engine to Boost Maneuverability- Boeing

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The Bell Company has completed work on an 
engine-housing, or nacelle upgrade as part of its work with Boeing to upgrade the V-22 Osprey 
tilt-rotor aircraft, the Boeing Company announced.
"Bell, a Textron Inc. company, has completed the first Nacelle Improvements Modification on an 
Air Force CV-22 Osprey," Boeing said in a press release on Wednesday. "The aircraft is part of 
an ongoing upgrade by Bell and Boeing to improve the wiring components within the nacelles 
and to change the structure in order to improve maintainability."
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The nacelles house critical power components to the V-22's vertical take-off and landing 
capabilities and transition to forward flight. The program is planned to benefit the V-22 fleet 
maintainers and operators by reducing maintenance time and costs while simultaneously 
enhancing flying readiness rates, the company said.
"Bell completed the modifications at the Amarillo Assembly Center (AAC), which actively 
produces new V-22s for the Department of Defense,” the release said. "Completing nacelle 
improvements at the AAC utilizes Bell artisans with the most experience removing and replacing 
nacelles.”
The V-22 Osprey regularly performs missions that would typically require both fixed-wing and 
rotary-wing, reducing the overall logistics and maintenance footprint for operations, the release 
added.
The CV-22 is a special operation variant of the Osprey that regularly operates in high-demand 
environments, including long-range infiltration and exfiltration missions, according to the 
release.
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Timing, Quantum of US Interest Rate Hikes Undecided But March Start Eyed - Federal Reserve

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The timing and quantum for the first pandemic-era 
interest rate hikes in the United States are still undecided though a March start is being eyed, 
Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell said after chairing the January meeting of the US 
central bank’s policy-making Federal Open Market Committee.
"I would say the committee is of a mind to raise the federal funds rate at the March meeting, 
assuming that conditions are appropriate for doing so," Powell said on Wednesday. "I think the 
pattern well follow is to arrive at... a timing and a pace and composition and all those things, 
and then announce that with advance."
Powell said he does not discount the possibility of the Federal Reserve raising interest rates 
every month once the first pandemic-era hike is in. But, he said the US central bank was also 
wary of continued negative impacts on the economy and the labor market from variants of the 
coronavirus.
"We do expect some softening in the economy from some Omicron impact," he said, referring to 
the latest coronavirus variant that has been described by health experts as producing mild 
cases and is significantly less deadly.
The Federal Reserve is mandated with ensuring healthy growth for the US economy by keeping 
inflation at around 2% a year and targeting "maximum employment" that meant a jobless rate of 
4% or below.
On its first goal, the Federal Reserve slashed interest rates to almost zero after the outbreak of 
the COVID-19 crisis in March 2020, and kept them there to aid recovery. It also provided more 
than $2 trillion of support to the economy, buying $120 billion of bonds and other assets monthly 
until November last year.
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Separately, the federal government spent trillions of dollars more on pandemic relief support in 
the same time span. All that money, along with higher wage payouts by companies and supply 
chain disruptions caused by the pandemic, has led to runaway inflation. The US Consumer 
Price Index, a key gauge of price pressures, grew by 7% in the year to December, expanding at 
its fastest rate in 40 years.
The Federal Reserve says between three and four rate hikes may be needed this year to 
mitigate some of that inflation pressure, and even then the central bank would be nowhere near 
to getting price pressures under control. Bond market traders expect the Federal Reserve to 
hike rates by no more than 25 basis points, or a quarter percent, at each round, underscoring its 
challenge in fighting inflation.
"There's a risk that the high inflation we're seeing will be prolonged, there's a risk that it will 
move even higher," Powell said.
The Federal Reserve has been more successful with its goal of restoring employment to 
pre-pandemic levels, bringing the US jobless rate down to 3.9% by December from a record 
high of 14.8% in April 2020.
"Specifically, the economy is now much stronger, the labor market is far stronger," Powell said. 
"In light of the remarkable progress we've seen in the labor market and inflation that is well 
above our 2% longer run goal, the economy no longer needs sustained high levels of monetary 
policy support."
The economy shrank by 3.5% in 2020 due to shutdowns and other disruptions caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic measures. The Federal reserve has projected a 4% growth in 2022.
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U N Special Envoy for Syria Says Engaged to Convene 7th Session of Constitutional Committee

UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen said he is 
working to reconvene the seventh session of the Syrian Constitutional Committee whose work 
so far has been disappointing.
"I am actively engaged in seeking to reconvene the Syrian-led, Syrian- owned, United 
Nations-facilitated Constitutional Committee. The Committee’s work so far remains 
disappointing," Pedersen told the UN Security Council on Wednesday.
Pedersen said the challenge remains to ensure that the delegations table constitutional texts 
and are prepared to revise them and find common ground, or at least bridge the existing 
differences.
“We need a productive drafting process according to the Committee’s mandate. The Committee 
must work, as its Terms of Reference outline, “expeditiously and continuously to produce results 
and continued progress,” the Special Envoy said.
Pedersen said he is engaged with both Co-Chairs of the Committee to produce a clear 
understanding and is ready to convene the next session of the Committee in Geneva as soon 
as understandings are achieved.
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"It remains my wish that we could then have several sessions in the months ahead, and do 
serious work,” he added.
The Syrian Constitutional Committee is a product of long-standing efforts by international 
mediators to reconcile the Syrian government and opposition. The 150-member body with equal 
representation of the government, opposition and civil society was launched on October 30, 
2019, to work toward drafting a new constitution. The committee resumed work in August after a 
nine-month break caused by differences over the agenda and COVID-19.
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Boeing Reports Nearly $15Bln Revenue, Defense Sales Fall in 4th Quarter of 2021 - Report

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - Boeing generated $14.8 billion in total revenue during 
the last three-month quarter of 2021, the company said in its latest business report.
"The Boeing Company reported fourth-quarter revenue of $14.8 billion, reflecting higher 
commercial volume and lower defense revenue. GAAP (Generally accepted accounting 
practices) loss per share of ($7.02) and core loss per share .. of ($7.69) reflect lower charges 
and higher commercial volume,” the report said on Wednesday.
Boeing recorded operating cash flow of $0.7 billion during the same period, the report said. 
"2021 was a rebuilding year for us as we overcame hurdles and reached key milestones across 
our commercial, defense and services portfolios. We increased 737 MAX production and 
deliveries, and safely returned the 737 MAX to service in nearly all global markets," Boeing 
President and CEO David Calhoun said.
The three month period saw the continued global return to service of 737 MAX airliners, 
including progress in China while the 787 Dreamliner program recorded $3.5 billion pre-tax 
non-cash charge; focused on actions required to resume deliveries, according to the report.
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Canada to Provide Up to C$50 Million in Development Aid to Ukraine - Trudeau

TORONTO, January 26 (Sputnik) - Canada will provide up to C$50 million (approximately US 
$40 million) in development and humanitarian aid to Ukraine amid security tensions with Russia, 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said during a news conference.
“Additionally, Canada is providing up to $50 million to deliver development and humanitarian 
aid,” Trudeau said during a press briefing on Wednesday. “This support is in addition to the loan 
of up to $120 million for Ukraine we announced last week.”
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Canada’s Defense Minister to Visit Latvia, Ukraine in Coming Days - Trudeau

TORONTO, January 26 (Sputnik) - Canadian Defense Minister Anita Anand will travel to Latvia 
and Ukraine to visit with forces there following an expansion of the Canadian military presence 
in Ukraine amid tensions with Russia, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said during a news 
conference.
"Minister Anand will travel to Latvia and Ukraine to visit with our forces in the coming days,” 
Trudeau said on Wednesday alongside Anand, who said she looks forward to the meetings.
The officials announced at the news conference an expansion of the Canadian military 
operation supporting Ukrainian forces, with the deployment of up to 400 additional personnel 
authorized.
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Canada to Deploy Up to 400 More Personnel to Support Forces in Ukraine - Defense Minister

TORONTO, January 26 (Sputnik) - Canada will deploy up to 400 additional personnel to assist 
the Ukrainian military and 60 of them will be deployed in the next several days, Canadian 
Defense Minister Anita Anand said during a news conference with Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau.
"Today, we are pleased to announce the extension and expansion of Operation Unifier. With 
approximately $340 million we will increase the capacity or our training mission in Ukraine, 
deploying up to 400 members of the Canadian armed forces with up to 60 of those members 
being deployed in the coming days," Anand said on Wednesday.
Troudeau said Canada is extending the operation for another three years and is immediately 
doubling the number of its soldiers - to 400 - who will be performing training or otherwise 
supporting the Ukrainian military.
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US Fed Too Late' in Bid to Contain Inflation After Years of Printing Money - Investor

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The US Federal Reserve's attempt to contain 
unprecedented inflation fueled by its own money-printing policy has come at least six months 
too late, Navigator Principal Investors Director Kyle Shostaktold Sputnik.
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Earlier on Wednesday, the Federal Reserve announced that it would be appropriate to raise US 
interest rates soon due to inflation overshooting the central bank’s target of 2% per annum. The 
inflation crisis has made US President Joe Biden noticeably frustrated as evidenced on Monday 
when he referred to a Fox News reporter as a "son of a bitch" for raising the subject.
"it is a little bit late at this stage to shift gears as they should have done... a half a year ago," 
Shostak said.
The US unprecedented inflation, now at a 40-year high, he said, is an "ugly child" of the Fed's 
own money-printing policy.
"Now the Fed is on a crusade to contain the rise of the 'monster' it had created but it is too late," 
he said. "The genie is out of the bottle."
He also said now the United States is facing the risk of growth shock with far reaching 
consequences not only for the US economy but also for the entire world.
Shostak noted that over the past two years, Presidents Donald Trump and Joe Biden have 
injected massive amounts of money into the US economy to fight the pandemic. Yet, he added, 
because not all the stimulus has been spent, the US has seen upward pressure on consumer 
prices and the economy was put back on the path of growth.
The investor said no one should expect wages to continue to grow 4% a year, real estate 13%, 
and equity markets 20% perpetually. The consumer basket, he added, by many estimates has 
"gone through the roof" by more than 20% on average.
Speaking of the global economy, Shostak compared it with healthcare, adding that as the Fed is 
"coughing," the world "will be getting a cold." Growth prospects in emerging economies are 
hence becoming much more uncertain, he said.
"Many countries are struggling to come out of Covid, with their public budgets on the brink of 
exhaustion. The inflation is making consumers poorer while sovereign and corporate debt is 
piling up," the expert said, adding that some local currencies are already sliding against the 
dollar.
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Judge Jails Men for 44 Months for Attacking Police in US Capitol Breach - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - A Washington, DC judge has sentenced a man to more 
than three and a half years in prison for attacking police with a traffic barrier during the events at 
the US Capitol on January 6, 2021, the Justice Department said.
"A South Carolina man was sentenced today to 44 months in prison for assaulting law 
enforcement with a dangerous weapon during the breach of the US Capitol on January 6, 2021, 
which disrupted a joint session of the US Congress that was in the process of... counting the 
electoral votes related to the presidential election," the Justice Department said in a press 
release on Wednesday.
According to court documents, Nicholas Languerand, 26, of Little River, South Carolina, pitched 
various objects at officers with the US Capitol Police and Metropolitan Police Department, 
including an orange traffic barrier and two stick-like objects, the Justice Department said.
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"Based on the size and weight of the objects, as well as the speed and force with which 
Languerand threw them, the items were capable of inflicting serious bodily injury. ... Languerand 
took possession of a police riot shield, struck it against the ground, and then held it in front of 
him as he confronted police," the release said.
The authorities have arrested more than 725 individuals in nearly all 50 US states for crimes 
related to the breach of the US Capitol.
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SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - 
RUSSIA'S SECURITY GUARANTEES PROPOSALS
* Moscow received the US response to its proposals on security guarantees, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said on Wednesday.
* The Russian Foreign Ministry said that the response from NATO on proposals for security 
guarantees had been handed over to the Russian ambassador in Brussels.
* NATO conveyed its written proposals to Russia earlier in the day in parallel with the United 
Dtates, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said.
* The United States' written response to Russia's security proposals has very positive ideas that 
should be pursued, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said.
* The United States understands that Russia has concerns about security but Washington has 
its own concerns and is ready to discuss them, Blinken said.
UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* The United Russia party has asked the authorities to provide military assistance to 
self-proclaimed Donbas republics, Vladimir Vasiliyev, the head of the United Russia group in the 
State Duma, said on Wednesday.
* Berlin supports the participation of the EU in the implementation of a military reform in Ukraine 
and expects Brussels to make a decision soon, the German foreign ministry spokesman 
Christofer Burger said.
* The \Afest is pumping up hysteria around Ukraine and aims to make a provocation, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said when commenting on evacuation of western diplomats 
from Kiev.
* Ukraine’s suit with the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) against Russia on alleged 
forced labor in the breakaway Ukrainian region of Donbas should not be accepted as it 
concerns the local militia, not the Russian government, Russia’s representative to the ECHR, 
Mikhail Vinogradov, said.
AFGHANISTAN
* Russia calls on the United States to unfreeze Afghanistan's assets and is of the opinion that 
the money should not be used as a bargaining tool, Russian Deputy Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations Dmitry Polyanskiy said on Wednesday.
* The United Nations has launched an appeal for $8 billion in aid for Afghanistan in 2022, the 
UN Secretary General’s special representative for Afghanistan said.
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* UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called on the Taliban (under United Nations sanctions 
for terrorist activities) to work closely with the international community and the UN Security 
Council to suppress the global terrorist threat in Afghanistan.
‘Afghanistan is "hanging by a thread" six months after the Taliban (under UN sanctions for 
terrorism) took over, Guterres said.
ENERGY MARKETS
‘ For certification under German law, Nord Stream 2 AG has established a subsidiary, Gas for 
Europe GmbH, in this country, which will become the owner and operator of the 54-kilometer 
section of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline in German waters, Nord Stream 2 AG said on
Wednesday.
* Global oil prices rally almost 2% on US statistics on Wednesday, and benchmark futures for 
Brent crude rose above $90 per barrel for the first time since October 13, 2014.
* Germany is 55% dependent on Russian gas, this is the trend of recent years, German 
Economy Minister and Vice Chancellor Robert Habeck said.
* There is no evidence to prove that Russia is not fulfilling contractual obligations on gas 
deliveries to Germany, the German government spokesman Steffen Hebestreit said.
* Germany still adheres to the need to launch Nord Stream 2, Russia strictly fulfills its 
obligations on energy supplies to Europe, Russian Ambassador to Germany Sergey Nechaev 
said.
MH-17 CASE
* Russia will publish all documents sent to the Netherlands related to the case of the MH17 
plane crash in Ukraine in 2014 so that everyone can see for themselves where the truth is, 
Russia’s representative to the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), Mikhail Vinogradov, 
said on Wednesday.
* Russia will give the relatives of the victims of the MH17 crash an opportunity to get acquainted 
with the documents that it handed over to the Netherlands as part of legal assistance, 
Vinogradov said.
* The Netherlands has urged the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) to recognize its 
complaint against Russia on the MH17 plane crash case fully acceptable, Liesbeth van Heest, 
the MH17 taskforce coordinator at the Dutch Foreign Ministry, said.
* The Netherlands has urged the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) to reject Russia's 
objections to the admissibility of the complaints of The Hague and Kiev in the MH17 plane crash 
case, van Heest said.
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US Economy No Longer Needs High Monetary Support - Fed Chief

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The US economy is in much better standing almost two 
years after the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic and no longer needs the sort of massive 
monetary support once extended by the Federal Reserve, Chairman Jerome Powell said 
Wednesday.
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"In light of the remarkable progress we've seen in the labor market and inflation that is well 
above our 2% longer run goal, the economy no longer needs sustained high levels of monetary 
policy support," Powell told a news conference after the conclusion of the central bank's policy 
meeting for January.
The Fed provided more than $2 trillion of support in all to the economy since the COVID-19 
outbreak of March 2020, buying $120 billion in bonds and other assets monthly until November 
last year when it began rolling back that support. Now, the central bank is preparing to raise 
interest rates for the first time since the pandemic after reducing them to almost zero since the 
first quarter of 2020.
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Judge Jails 'GoldenAce' to 3 Years for Selling Identities on Dark Web - US Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) -AUS judge has sentenced Canadian citizen Slava 
Dmitriev to three years for access device fraud in selling more than 1,700 stolen identities on 
the dark web, the Justice Department said on \Afednesday.
"Dmitriev, 29, of Vaughn, Ontario, Canada has been sentenced to three years in prison to be 
followed by three years of supervised release," the Justice Department said in a press release. 
"Dmitriev pleaded guilty on August 30, 2021 to the charge of fraud and related activity in 
connection with access devices."
According to the charges and other information presented in court, Dmitriev used the moniker 
"GoldenAce” to buy and sell stolen identities, including social security numbers, on the dark net 
marketplace Alpha Bay.
From May 2016 onward, Dmitriev sold 1,764 items on AlphaBay for approximately $100,000, 
the release said.
Dmitriev also collaborated with the cyber-extortionist group “the Dark Overlord” (TDO) and on 
July 11,2016, he received a spreadsheet from TDO containing approximately 200,000 stolen 
identities, the release added.
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UN Envoy Urges UNSC to Hold 'Serious' Talks on Steps to Impact Dynamics of Syria Conflict

UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen on 
Wednesday called on the Security Council to hold "serious diplomatic discussions" to impact the 
dynamics of the Syrian conflict and make progress toward reaching a political resolution.
"I am calling anew for serious diplomatic discussions on a range of steps that could begin to 
impact the conflict dynamics, build some trust and confidence between and among Syrians and
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international stakeholders, and make progress step-by-step within the framework of resolution 
2254,” Pedersen told a UN Security Council meeting.
Pedersen said he has recently convened with senior officials from major stakeholders for 
bilateral discussions in Geneva.
"Following bilateral consultations with Russia, the European Union, Turkey and Qatar in 
December, I consulted the League of Arab States, Germany, France, Italy, the United Kingdom 
and the United States during January in Geneva,” Pedersen said.
The UN Special Envoy added that he will continue the consultations with other interlocutors 

soon.
The war in Syria has been ongoing since 2011, with various insurgent groups, including terrorist 
organizations, fighting the Syrian military in order to topple the government of President Bashar 
Assad.
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US Inflation Remains Much Beyond Federal Reserve's Long-Term Target - Powell

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US inflation, which hit a 40-year high of 7% per annum 
in December, is likely to continue overshooting the Federal Reserve’s long-term annual target of 
2%, Chairman Jerome Powell said Wednesday.
"Specifically, the economy is now much stronger, the labor market is far stronger, and inflation is 
running well above our 2% target, much higher than it was at that time and these differences are 
likely to have important implications for the appropriate pace of policy adjustments," Powell told 
a news conference after the conclusion of the central bank’s policy meeting for January.
The Consumer Price Index, a measure of US inflation, grew by 7% in the year to December, 
expanding at its fastest rate since 1982, from trillions of dollars of relief spending by the 
government, higher wage payouts by companies and supply chain disruptions caused by the 
pandemic.
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Powell Says Inflation Could Pose Significant Threat to US Labor Market Over Time

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - Acontinuing rise in inflation could pose a significant 
threat to a strong US labor market over time, Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell said on
Wednesday.
"I think a really significant threat to further strengthening in the labor market in the form of higher 
participation over time is high inflation," Powell told a press briefing. "High inflation is taking 
away the benefits of some of these large wage Increase that we’re seeing now."
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Powell said the labor force is not being replenished very quickly and it may continue to not 
happen very quickly as long as the pandemic is around but he noted the US labor market is 
currently strong.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Fed Not Ruling Out Having Monthly Rate Hikes But Still Undecided - Powell

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The Federal Reserve does not preclude the possibility 
that it could raise US interest rates every month once the first pandemic-era hike takes place 
though the timing and pace of increases are still undecided, Chairman Jerome Powell said
Wednesday.
"I think the pattern we'll follow is to arrive at, you know, a timing and a pace and composition 
and all those things and then announce that with advance," Powell told a news conference after 
the conclusion of the central bank’s policy meeting for January. He did not discount a question 
earlier as to whether monthly rate hikes were possible.
The Fed said earlier on Wednesday it will be appropriate to raise US interest rates soon due to 
a strong labor market and inflation overshooting the central bank’s target of 2% per annum. The 
Fed slashed interest rates to almost zero after the outbreak of the COVID-19 crisis in March 
2020, and has kept them there since to aid recovery. Fed officials have indicated there could be 
between three and four rate hikes this year, beginning with the first in March.
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US Not Advancing on Supply Chain Issues, Semiconductor Shortages to Last Beyond 2023 - 
Fed

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States is not making overall progress 
addressing supply chain issues, and shortages of semiconductor chips are expected to last 
beyond 2023, Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell said on Wednesday.
"Overall we’re not making progress and things like the semiconductor issue, they're going to be 
quite a long time, I would think they'll go more than 2023," Powell told a press briefing.
Powell said progress on other supply chain issues is expected to be seen in the second half of 
this year but it won't be resolved by the end of the year.
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US, Israel Discuss Alternative Options Should JCPOATalks Fail - White House
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WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US and Israeli security officials held a virtual meeting to 
discuss a range of mutual issues including alternative options to consider should diplomatic 
efforts fail to revive the Iran nuclear deal, the White House said on Wednesday.
"US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan and Israeli National Security Advisor Dr. Eyal 
Hulata convened a virtual meeting on January 26 of the US-lsrael Strategic Consultative Group 
... Mr. Sullivan emphasized that while the United States remains committed to diplomacy as the 
best means for preventing Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, the United States is preparing 
alternative options, in coordination with its partners, should diplomacy fail," the White House 
said in a press release.
Both sides agreed to remain in close coordination on a full range of issues of mutual interest, 
the release said.
The meeting was attended by senior US and Israeli representatives of their respective foreign 
policy, defense and intelligence agencies, the release added.
Iran signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) with Russia, China, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, the European Union, France, and Germany in 2015. In 2018, the 
Trump administration withdrew from the deal and enacted hardline policies against Iran, 
prompting the latter to largely abandon its obligations.
With Joe Biden in office, the US agreed to talks to revive the JCPOA. Such negotiations are 
being held in Vienna.
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian said on Monday that Iran may consider 
holding direct talks with the United States if it helps reach a better deal. The US has said it is 
ready for such talks.
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Fed’s Powell Says Sees Chance US Inflation Will Remain High for Longer Than Expected

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US inflation, already growing at 40-year highs, is likely to 
remain high for a longer-than-expected time, Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell said 
Wednesday.
"There's a risk that the high inflation we're seeing will be prolonged, there's a risk that it will 
move even higher," Powell told a news conference after the conclusion of the central bank’s 
policy meeting for January.
The Consumer Price Index, a measure of US inflation, grew by 7% in the year to December, 
expanding at its fastest rate since 1982, from trillions of dollars of relief spending by the 
government, higher wage payouts by companies and supply chain disruptions caused by the 
pandemic.
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Biden Administration Aims to Pass China Competition Bill as Soon as Possible - White House
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WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden wants to pass the China 
competition bill as soon as possible, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said on Wednesday. 
Earlier on Wednesday, the US House of Representatives leadership unveiled a new legislation 
aimed at increasing competitiveness with China in economic and national security realms. The 
legislation, named The America COMPETES Act of 2022, would seek to ease supply chain 
bottlenecks on items like semiconductors and bring back manufacturing jobs to the United 
States.
"Our objective remains ensuring that this passes as soon as possible, no deadline or timeline," 
she told a briefing when asked about the bill.
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Biden Administration Discussing New Rules for Military Ships Entering Black Sea - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is considering proposing new 
rules on warships entering and navigating in the Black Sea, The Wall Street Journal reported on 
Wednesday, citing an unnamed administration official.
The newspaper asserts that the Black Sea has been dominated by the Russia navy since 
Crimea reunited with Russia in 2014.
Earlier on Wednesday, the US delivered its written response to Russia’s proposals on security in 
Europe. Washington said it hopes Moscow will not make it public. Diplomacy has "the best 
chance to succeed if we provide space for confidential talks," Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
explained.
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US Weighs Allowing Russia to Inspect Ballistic Missile Sites in Poland, Romania - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States and NATO are considering allowing 
Russia to inspect ballistic missile defense sites in Poland and Romania as a means to address 
Moscow's security concerns in Eastern Europe, The \AfalI Street Journal reported on
Wednesday.
The report said Poland is open to the idea of allowing Russia to inspect missile-defense sites if 
Moscow allows inspection of Russian missile activities in Kaliningrad.
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Russia Requests UNSC Address IS Attacks in Syria’s Northeast - Deputy Envoy to UN

UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - Russia has requested that the UN Security Council 
convene to discuss the recent attacks by the Islamic State terrorist group (banned in Russia) in 
Syria’s northeast, Russian Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations Dmitry 
Polyanskiy told Sputnik on Wednesday.
“\Ne are deeply concerned with reports of recent ISIL attacks in northeast of Syria and overall 
security situation in this part of the country. Wfe would therefore like to request a separate 
Security Council briefing on recent developments ... with Under-Secretary-General V. Voronkov 
and other representatives of the Secretariat as briefers,” Polyanskiy said.
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Biden Stands by Commitment to Nominate Black Waman to US Supreme Court - White House

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden stands by his commitment to 
nominate a black woman to the US Supreme Court, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said 
on Wednesday.
"The president has stated his commitment to nominating a black woman to SCOTUS, stands by 
that," she told a briefing.
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Biden Has Every Intention of Running for Re-Election With Harris on Ticket - White House

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden has every intention of running 
for re-election with Vice President Kama la Harris on the ticket, White House spokeswoman Jen 
Psaki told reporters on Wednesday.
"The president has every intention of running for re-election with Vice President Harris on the 
ticket as his partner," Psaki said.
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US Can Sanction Russia, But Believes Still Time for Diplomacy to Avoid Conflict - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States has sanctions at its disposal as a tool 
to deter or punish a Russian invasion of Ukraine, but still believes there is room and time for
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diplomacy to avoid conflict between all parties, Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby 
said on Wednesday.
"Sanctions are a tool in the toolbox, it doesn't have to be the only one,” Kirby said during an 
interview with Fox News. “There’s no reason why this has to evolve into conflict or even into 
severe economic consequences if Mister Putin makes the right decision, which is not to invade 
Ukraine... We still think that there is room and time for diplomacy to work.”
The United States, its allies and partners have discussed possible unified responses to Russia 
in recent weeks, including joint economic measures and NATO force posture changes in eastern 
Europe. The United States has 8,500 troops on heightened alert to be deployed as a 
contribution to the larger NATO response force of 40,000 soldiers, Kirby said.
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Federal Reserve Says Soon to Be Appropriate to Raise US Interest Rates 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3-7)
WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The Federal Reserve said on Wednesday that it will be 
appropriate to raise US interest rates soon due to a strong labor market and inflation 
overshooting its target of 2% per year
"With inflation well above 2 percent and a strong labor market, the Committee expects it will 
soon be appropriate to raise the target range for the federal funds rate,” the US central bank's 
Federal Open Market Committee said in a statement at the conclusion of its January policy 
meeting.
Federal Reserve officials have indicated there could be three or four interest rate hikes this year, 
beginning with the first one in March. Bond market traders expect an increase of 25 basis point, 
or a quarter percent, for each round.
The Federal Reserve is mandated with ensuring healthy economic growth by keeping inflation 
at around 2% a year and targeting “maximum employment” among Americans, defined by a 
jobless rate of 4% or below.
On its first goal, the Federal Reserve slashed interest rates to almost zero after the outbreak of 
the coronavirus pandemic in March of 2020 and has kept them there since to aid economic 

recovery.
As a result, the US Consumer Price Index grew by 7% in the year to December, expanding at its 
fastest rate since 1982, after trillions of dollars of relief spending by the government, higher 
wage payouts by companies and supply chain disruptions caused by the pandemic.
On the employment front, however, the Federal Reserve has been more successful, bringing 
the US jobless rate down to 3.9% by December from a record high of 14.8% in April 2020.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Coast Guard Searches for 39 People After Boat Capsizes Off Florida Coast - Captain
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WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The search continues for 39 people who were on a 
40-foot vessel that capsized off the coast of Ft. Pierce, Florida, after crews found one dead body 
as well as one survivor, a US Coast Guard Captain Jo-Ann Burdian said during a news 
conference on Wednesday.
"Crews have been searching throughout yesterday and throughout the night. We did recover 
one deceased body who will be transferred ashore today in Ft. Pierce and we continue to 
search for other survivors,” Burdian said. “So far, we've searched an area of about roughly 
7,500 nautical miles which for reference is about the size of New Jersey.”
Burdian ssurvivor - who was sitting on the hull of the overturned vessel - was rescued by the 
operator of a commercial tug and barge. She noted that the search teams are taking advantage 
of good weather and were scouring debris fields looking for survivors.
The search has involved Coast Guard cutters and aircraft, Navy aircraft, and other assets from 
partner agencies, Burdian said.
The survivor has been questioned by the Department of Homeland Security and explained the 
boat left Bimini, Bahamas, with 39 other people on Saturday night, none of whom used life 
jackets, Burdain also said.
US Coat Guard aircraft, cutters and other assets have focused their attention on two debris 

fields in hopes of finding additional survivors, Burdian added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Federal Reserve Says Will 'Soon Be Appropriate' to Raise US Interest Rates

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The Federal Reserve said on Wednesday it will be 
appropriate to raise US interest rates soon due to a strong labor market and inflation 
overshooting the central bank’s target of 2% per annum.
"With inflation well above 2 percent and a strong labor market, the Committee expects it will 
soon be appropriate to raise the target range for the federal funds rate,” the Federal Open 
Market Committee of the Fed said in a statement, after leaving rates unchanged at between 
zero and 0.25% at the conclusion of its January policy meeting.
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US Obligated to Test Diplomatic Path on Ukraine, Prefers Peaceful Resolution - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States has an obligation to test the 
diplomatic path to resolve the Ukraine crisis peacefully, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said on Wednesday.
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"\Afe have an obligation to test that proposition to pursue the diplomatic path, to leave no 
diplomatic stone unturned because for sure it's far preferable to resolve these differences 
peacefully," Blinken said during a press briefing.
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Blinken Says US Written Response to Russia Has Very Positive Things That Should Be 
Pursued

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States' written response to Russia's security 
proposals has very positive ideas that should be pursued, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said on Wednesday.
"There are very positive things in this document that should be pursued," Blinken said during a 
press briefing.
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US Prepared to Move Forward Where Cooperation Possible if Russia De-Escalates - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States is prepared to move forward in areas 
where it is possible to cooperate with Russia if Moscow de-escalates the situation with Ukraine 
and ceases using inflammatory rhetoric, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Wednesday.
"We're prepared to move forward where there is the possibility of communication and 
cooperation if Russia de-escalates its aggression towards Ukraine, stops the inflammatory 
rhetoric, and approaches discussions about the future of security in Europe in a spirit of 
reciprocity," Blinken said during a press briefing.
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US Gasoline Builds Ease as Refiners Process Less Crude Amid Faltering Demand - EIA Data

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US gasoline stocks rose for a fourth week in a row but 
the huge inventory builds seen since end-December eased last week as refiners processed less 
crude amid faltering demand for fuel, data from the Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
showed Wednesday.
Automobile fuel gasoline, also known as petrol outside the United States, is America’s 
most-consumed oil product. Gasoline stockpiles rose by 1.3 million barrels in the week ended
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January 21 versus market expectations for a build of 2.5 million barrels after the previous 
week’s growth of 5.9 million, ElAdata showed.
While the latest week showed a contraction, gasoline barrels as a whole have ballooned by a 
record of nearly 25 million since the end of December, as Americans began driving less with the 
onset of winter.
But US and global prices of crude oil have been rallying instead, creating a dichotomy with the 
oversupplied state of fuels in the United States, the world’s largest oil consumer.
Oil prices have risen due to speculation that Russia will invade Ukraine despite Moscow’s 
repeated denials of such intent. This week American troops were placed on "high alert" for 
possible deployment to Eastern Europe while NATO dispatched additional ships and fighter jets 
to the region, in anticipation that the Russia-Ukraine conflict will worsen.
Oil traders have seized the opportunity to chase prices higher on that narrative. Crude 
producers in the OPEC+ alliance, which includes Russia, also pumped less over the past 
month, reinforcing the theory of an undersupplied market.
In Wednesday’s trade, the London-traded global benchmark for crude, Brent came within cents 
of striking the much-anticipated $90 per barrel, after rising as much as 15% since the start of the 
year. US crude oil neared $88 per barrel, gaining almost 17% on the year.
The rally in crude oil prices was in spite of ElAdata on Wednesday showing crude stockpiles 
rising for a second week in a row as refiners processed less oil into gasoline. Crude inventories 
grew by 2.4 million barrels last week versus a 728,000-barrel decline forecast by the market, 
adding to the previous week’s gain of 515,000 barrels.
The only real positive inventory number for last week was the distillates drawdown of 2.8 million, 
which exceeded market expectations for a decline of 1.3 million and added to the previous 
week’s draw of 1.4 million. Distillates, which are refined into diesel for trucks, buses, trains and 
ships as well as fuel for jets.
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Biden Involved in Preparing Document Responding to Russia, Blessed Final Version - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden from the start was involved in 
drafting the United States' written response to Russia’s security proposals and blessed the final 
version, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday.
"President Biden was intimately involved in this document, we've reviewed it repeatedly with him 
over the last weeks," Blinken said during a press briefing. "The president has been deeply 
involved in this from the get-go, reviewing various drafts of the proposal, making his own edits 
and of course blessing the final document that was delivered to Russia today."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.
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US Understands Russia's Security Concerns But Washington Has Its Own Concerns - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States understands that Russia has 
concerns about security but Washington has its own concerns and is ready to discuss them, US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday.
"We understand Russia has concerns about security, we also have own concerns about security 
we are ready to discuss," Blinken said during a press briefing.
Blinken added that the placement of offensive missiles systems in Ukraine, the issue of military 
exercises and maneuvers in Europe, arms control and greater transparency are the items the 
United States can work on with Russia if Moscow want that.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

More US Military Assistance Deliveries to Arrive in Ukraine in Days to Come - Blinken 
WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States will be sending more military 
assistance to Ukraine in the next days with three deliveries arriving to Kiev this week alone as 
tensions with Russia continue to mount, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on
Wednesday.
"Three deliveries of US defensive military assistance arriving here [to Ukraine] this week, 
carrying additional Javelin missiles and other anti-armor systems, 283 tons of ammunition and 
non-lethal equipment essential to Ukraine's frontline defenders. More deliveries are expected in 
the days to come," Blinken said during a press briefing.
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Justice Stephen Breyer About to Retire From US Supreme Court - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - Justice Stephen Breyer is retiring from the US Supreme 
Court after more than a quarter century on the high court, opening the way for President Joe 
Biden to rush through the nomination and Senate confirmation of another liberal to replace him, 
NBC reported on Wednesday.
Breyer, who was nominated to the Supreme Court by then President Bill Clinton, a Democrat, 
has decided to stand down after serving for 27 years on it, the report said.
The White House would not confirm the report, but later on Wsdnesday morning presidential 
Press Secretary Jan Psaki said Biden supported the freedom of all Justices to decide whether 
to continue serving or to retire at their own discretion.
"It has always been the decision of any Supreme Court Justice if and when they decide to retire, 
and how they want to announce it, and that remains the case," Psaki said.
Breyer at age 83 is the oldest serving member of the Supreme Court and one of the only three 
liberals on the nine-member body. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, another liberal was widely
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criticized for not retiring while President Barack Obama was in the Oval Office, allowing 
President Donald Trump to nominate a cosnervative successor after she died.
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US Discussing Ways to Ensure Energy Stability Regardless of Russian Actions - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States is discussing with allies and partners 
in Europe and around the world how to mitigate the impacts of potential Russian activity in 
Ukraine on energy prices and supplies, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on
Wednesday.
“We’re in discussion with governments and major producers around the world about surging 
their capacity. We’re engaged in detailed conversations with our allies and partners about 
coordinating our response, including how best to deploy their existing energy stockpiles. All this 
effort is aimed at mitigating price shocks and ensuring that people in the United States, Europe 
and around the world have the energy they need no matter what Russia decides to do," Blinken 
said.
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US Hopes Russia Not to Make Public Response to Security Proposals - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States thinks that diplomacy likes 
confidentiality and hopes that Russia will not make public the written response to Moscow's 
security proposals that was delivered to the Russian side earlier on Wednesday, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said.
"We are not releasing the document publicly, because we think that diplomacy has the best 
chance to succeed if we provide space for confidential talks. We hope and expect that Russia 
will have the same view and we'll take our proposal seriously,” Blinken said during a press 
briefing on Wednesday.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Written Response to Russia Fully Coordinated With Ukraine, European Allies - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The US responses to Russia's security proposals were 
fully coordinated with Ukraine and European allies and incorporated into the final version 
delivered to Moscow, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday.
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"Our responses were fully coordinated with Ukraine and our European allies and partners, with 
whom we've been consulting continuously for weeks. V\fe sought their input and incorporated it 
into the final version delivered to Moscow," Blinken told a press briefing.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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US Looking to Boost Ukraine's Economy Along With Security - Blinken

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States and its allies and partners are looking 
for ways to support Ukraine's economy as well as its security amid ongoing tensions with 
Russia, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday.
"We know that Ukraine’s economy and financial position is being affected by this crisis, and just 
as we’re bolstering Ukraine's security, so too are we looking for how we can support its 
economy beyond the significant assistance we’re already providing. Our European allies and 
partners are doing so as well," Blinken said.
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Blinken Expects to Speak to Lavrov Soon After Russia Studies US Written Response

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Wednesday he expects to speak to Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in the coming days 
after Moscow has a chance to study the US response to the security proposals.
"I expect to speak to Foreign Minister Lavrov in the coming days after Moscow has had a 
chance to read the paper [US response to Russia’s security proposals] and is ready to discuss 
next steps," Blinken said during a press briefing.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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Blinken Confirms US Envoy Delivered Written Response to Russia's Security Proposals

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken confirmed on 
Wednesday that US Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan delivered the United States’ response 
to Russia's security proposals.
"Today, Ambassador Sullivan delivered our written response in Moscow," Blinken said. "All told, 
it sets out a serious diplomatic path forward should Russia choose it."
Blinken also said the United States made clear in its response that it is committed to upholding 
certain core principles, including the territorial integrity of Ukraine. Blinken added the US written
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response includes concerns by the United States and its European allies, but also areas where 
cooperation may be possible.
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CDC Reports Decrease of COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations Over Previous Week - Director

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The US health authorities have reported a decrease in 
the number of COVI D-19 cases and hospitalizations over the previous week, but an increase in 
the number of coronavirus-related deaths, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Director Rochelle W&lensky said on Wednesday.
"The current seven-day average cases is about 692,400 cases per day, a decrease of about 6 
percent over the previous week. The seven-day average of hospital admissions is about 19,800 
per day, a decrease of about 8 percent over the prior week," \AfeSensky said in a press briefing. 
At the same time, the authorities reported about 2,200 coronavirus-related deaths per day, 
which is 21 percent more than the previous week, Walensky added.
US coronavirus response coordinator Jeffrey Zients acknowledged the high demand for 
coronavirus tests that the Biden administration began distributing last week.
"The website works very well, already tens of millions of test have gone out the door and are 
arriving at people's mailboxes," he said.
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Another Group of Russian Embassy Staff Leaving on Wednesday After US Demands - 
Ambassador

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - One more group of employees of the Russian embassy, 
along with their family members, are leaving the US on Wednesday after Washington's demand 
to do so, Ambassador to the United States Anatoly Antonov told journalists on Wednesday. 
"Today is a very sad event at our embassy. Our comrades were forced at the request of the 
Americans, to leave earlier than the period for which they came here," Antonov said.
He added that back in September, Russian diplomats were invited to the State Department and 
given a list of 55 people. Twenty-seven of them were told to leave by January 30, and 28 people 
are leaving by June 30.
"[The state department] did not say it was deporting these people but it said that if these people 
did not leave, then the next day they would be stripped of their diplomatic privileges and may be 
arrested," Antonov explained.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Russian Envoy Says State Dept. Told Him to Leave US by April if Visa Conditions Not Met

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - Russian Ambassador to the United States Anatoly 
Antonov said on Wednesday that the US State Department has informed Russian diplomats he 
would be forced to leave the country by April if Moscow fails to comply with a number of 
Washington's conditions for issuing visas to the guards of the US ambassador in Russia.
"At the last meetings at the State Department, our staff was clearly told that the Russian 
ambassador would be forced to leave the United States by April if we did not fulfill a number of 
conditions of the United States to provide visas to the guards of the US ambassador in 
Moscow," Antonov said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Home Sales Up 12% in December Ahead of Interest Rate Hike - Commerce Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - Sales of new homes in the United States increased by 
12% in December from a month earlier as first-time buyers continued to flock to the property 
market ahead of an impending interest rate hike, Commerce Department data showed.
"Sales of new single-family houses in December 2021 were at a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 811,000,” the US Census Bureau, a unit of the Commerce Department, said in a news 
release on Wednesday. “This is 11.9 percent above the revised November rate of 725,000.”
Dire housing shortages in the United States since the financial crisis of 2007-2008 and last 
year’s coronavirus outbreak have led to a scramble among first-time home buyers, triggering 
record high prices.
To compound the problem, the Federal Reserve is expected to raise interest rates by as many 
as three times this year to curb inflation growing at its fastest pace in four decades. The central 
bank is expected to announce later on Wednesday if the first pandemic-era rate hike will come 
as early as March, as markets expect.
The US Consumer Price Index - a closely-watched inflation barometer - grew by 7% in the year 
to December, the fastest since 1982.
The Commerce Department release said the median selling price for a new home in December 
was $377,700 while the average was $457,300. In November, the median was at $416,900 
while the average was $481,700 - both at a record high.
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US Urges Americans to Leave Ukraine Amid Tensions With Russia - Embassy
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WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The US embassy in Kiev on Wednesday urged 
American citizens in Ukraine to depart on commercial flights due to an alleged threat of Russian 
military action.
"The U.S. Embassy urges U.S. citizens in Ukraine to consider departing now using commercial 
or other privately available transportation options," the embassy said in a statement.
On Monday, the US embassy in Kiev published a similar statement advising Americans to leave 
the country given unpredictability regarding Ukraine. The State Department also authorized the 
voluntary departure of US direct hire employees and ordered the departure of eligible family 
members from the embassy in Kiev.
The statement is a consequence of heightened tension between Ukraine and Russia. The West 
and Kiev accuse Russia of preparing to invade. Russia maintains it has no intention of attacking 
anyone and stresses its right to move troops within its own territory, pointing to NATO’s activity 
near its borders.
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Russia Urges US to Unfreeze Afghan Assets, Not Use Them as Bargaining Tool - Envoy to UN

UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - Russia calls on the United States to unfreeze 
Afghanistan’s assets and is of the opinion that the money should not be used as a bargaining 
tool, Russian Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations Dmitry Polyanskiy said 
on Wednesday.
"The unfreezing of Afghanistan assets remains a serious problem. Without solving this problem, 
Afghanistan will not get out of the crisis soon. We call on the United States and other western 
donors to return the assets to the country. This money belongs to the people of Afghanistan and 
cannot be used as a bargaining tool and a punishment of Afghans for a new reality in the 
country," Polyanskiy told a UN Security Council meeting.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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Blinken Says Talked About Ukraine With Kuwaiti FM, Situation of Concern to Entire World

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Wednesday that he discussed the ongoing situation between Russia and Ukraine and its 
significance to the entire international community during a meeting with Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Ahmed Nasser Al Mohammed Al-Sabah.
"We talked about the ongoing security challenge posed by Russia’s provocations and 
threatened aggression toward Ukraine. We agreed that this crisis is much bigger than just

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/27/2022 10:40:19 AM

Ukraine, or even Europe. It’s of serious concern to the entire international community. It requires 
an international response,” Blinken said.
Kuwait understands the Ukraine situation better than anyone, Blinken said, drawing parallels 
with the liberation of Kuwait from Iraq 31 years ago.
The two leaders also discussed Iran and negotiations to return compliance with the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), Blinken said.
The US appreciates Kuwait’s support for a mutual return to compliance with the JCPOA, as well 
as its coordination through venues such as the Gulf Cooperation Council Iran V\/brking Group 
where they have “stood together against Iran’s destabilizing actions in the region,’’ Blinken 
added.
The United States is a solid partner and great friend to Kuwait, Al-Sabah said during the press 
conference. He also looks forward to meeting again for a sixth round of strategic talks with the 
US in Kuwait in the future.
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Stoltenberg to Speak at 18:00 GMT Amid Reports of Delivery of Written Response to Russia

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg will deliver 
remarks at 18:00 GMT on Wednesday following reports the United States delivered written 
responses to Russia’s security proposals, NATO spokesperson Oana Lungescu said.
"NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg will give an online press conference today, 26 
January, at 19:00 CET [18:00 GMT],” Lungescu said in a statement.
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UN Launches Appeal for $8Bln in Aid for Afghanistan in 2022 - Special Envoy 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3, 4)
UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United Nations has launched an appeal for $8 
billion in aid for Afghanistan in 2022, the UN Secretary General’s special representative for 
Afghanistan said on Wednesday.
"The approximately $1 billion that we asked for last year to address the humanitarian crisis now 
must be supplemented by $4.4 billion in additional humanitarian assistance for 2022," Deborah 
Lyons told a UN Security Council meeting. "I am also pleased to announce that this afternoon 
here in Kabul, we launched our One-UN Transitional Engagement Framework for Afghanistan, 
for which we are seeking an additional $3.6 billion. This brings the total ask for 2022 to $8 
billion."
The new framework requires $3.6 billion in additional funding to support health care and 
educational services, basic infrastructure as well as maintain critical capacities for service
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delivery and social cohesion promotion with a focus on socio-economic needs of women and 
girls, according to a UN press release.
The Afghan economy has been crumbling since the Taliban takeover and withdrawal of foreign 
troops last fall. The country's foreign assets were frozen and a number of countries and 
organizations refused to cooperate with the Taliban. The WHO and other United Nations 
agencies have pledged to continue humanitarian help to the people of Afghanistan regardless of 
political circumstances.
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US Envoy Kerry to Host Virtual Forum for Energy, Climate on Thursday - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - John Kerry, US special presidential envoy for climate, 
will host a virtual forum bringing together major economies to discuss energy and climate on 
January 27, the State Department said Wednesday.
"Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry will host a virtual Major Economies Forum 
on Energy and Climate (MEF) meeting at the ministerial level on January 27, 2022, from 7:30 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time [12:30-16:00 GMT]," the press statement said.
Participants will discuss progress made at the COP26 held in Glasgow in November 2021, as 
well as priorities, challenges, and ways countries can cooperate in their climate efforts.
The forum includes countries "representing 80 percent of global GDP, population, and 
greenhouse gas emissions." Other countries that are or will be most affected by the climate 
crisis have also been invited to join in, according to the press release.
The high-ranking meeting will gather officials from Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, Egypt, the European Union and its members, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Russia, 
Turkey, and the United Nations, among others.
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US Delivers Written Response to Russia on Security Proposals - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States has delivered its written response to 
Russia’s set of security proposals, Bloomberg reported on Wednesday.
The US written response lists general areas where Washington is ready to work with Moscow, 
including arms control and greater transparency, as well as the placement of missile systems, 
according to earlier CNN reports.
The White House said on Tuesday that the US is not going to make public its response to the 
Russian proposals. Russia will keep the US response confidential should they ask for it not to 
be published, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said.
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Biden Unveils 'Zero Trust' Cybersecurity Strategy for US Government - White House

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has unveiled a new federal 
cybersecurity strategy based on a "zero trust" standard to protect government systems from 
hostile hacks and other attacks, the White House announced on Wednesday.
"Today, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) released a Federal strategy to move the 
US government toward a 'zero trust' approach to cybersecurity," the White House said in a press 
release. "The strategy represents a key step forward in delivering on President Biden’s 
Executive Order on Improving the Nation’s Cybersecurity."
The new strategy focuses on advancing security measures that dramatically reduce the risk of 
successful cyber attacks against the federal government’s digital infrastructure, the release said. 
"The zero trust strategy will enable agencies to more rapidly detect, isolate, and respond to 
these types of threats. By detailing a series of specific security goals for agencies, the new 
strategy will serve as a comprehensive roadmap for shifting the Federal Government to a new 
cybersecurity paradigm that will help protect our nation," the release said.
The strategy sets a deadline of the end of 2024 for all US government employees to use online 
networks only through many layers of security to their internal operations from hackers, the 
release added.
The initiative followed the 2020 hacking of some US agencies' networks including some 
operated by the Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security, according to 
the release.
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UN Launches Appeal for $8Bln in Aid for Afghanistan in 2022 - Special Envoy

UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United Nations has launched an appeal for $8 
billion in aid for Afghanistan in 2022, the UN Secretary General’s special representative for 
Afghanistan said on Wednesday.
"The approximately $1 billion that we asked for last year to address the humanitarian crisis now 
must be supplemented by $4.4 billion in additional humanitarian assistance for 2022," Deborah 
Lyons told a UN Security Council meeting. "I am also pleased to announce that this afternoon 
here in Kabul, we launched our One-UN Transitional Engagement Framework for Afghanistan, 
for which we are seeking an additional $3.6 billion. This brings the total ask for 2022 to $8 
billion."
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US Warns of 'Heightened Risks' of Doing Business in Myanmar - Advisory

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States has warned companies and 
individuals of "heightened risks" of doing business in Myanmar due to the unstable situation in 
the country after the military took power a year ago, according to an advisory published on
Wednesday.
"The U.S. Departments of State, the Treasury, Commerce, Labor, Homeland Security and the 
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative are issuing this advisory to inform individuals, 
businesses, financial institutions, and other persons, including investors, consultants, and 
research service providers of the heightened risks associated with doing business in the 
country, and in particular with the military regime, which is involved in human rights abuses," the 
advisory said.
Businesses and individuals that do not appropriately verify whether they are involved in 
operations with the Myanmar military may be subjected to significant reputational, financial, and 
legal risks, including sanctions, according to the advisory.
The military came to power in Myanmar on February 1 on the pretext that the National League 
for Democracy party, then in power, had rigged the November 2020 general election. The 
military coup caused a wave of deadly civil protests.
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Guterres Urges Taliban to Work With Int'l. Community, UNSC to Suppress Terrorist Threat

UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on 
Wednesday called on the Taliban (under United Nations sanctions for terrorist activities) to work 
closely with the international community and the UN Security Council to suppress the global 
terrorist threat in Afghanistan.
“I urge the Taliban to work closely with the global community - and this Council - to suppress the 
global terrorist threat in Afghanistan and build institutions that promote security,” Guterres said. 
“We must prevent the expansion of all terrorist organizations in the country.”

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Guterres Calls for Freeing Up $1,2Bln in Wbrld Bank Funds to Help Afghans Survive Winter
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UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called on 
Wednesday for $1.2 billion in the World Bank’s funds to be urgently freed up to help people in 
Afghanistan survive the winter.
"The Wbrld Bank’s reconstruction trust fund for Afghanistan transferred $280 million to UNICEF 
and the World Food Programme last month," Guterres said. "We need the remaining $1.2 billion 
to be freed up urgently, to help Afghanistan's people survive the winter."
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Guterres Urges Int'l. Community to Suspend Rules, Conditions Restricting Afghan Economy 
UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on 
Wednesday urged the international community to suspend any rules and conditions that restrict 
the economy of Afghanistan.
"We need to suspend the rules and conditions that constrict not only Afghanistan’s economy, but 
our life-saving operations," Guterres said in a UN Security Council meeting. "At this moment of 
maximum need, these rules must be seriously reviewed."
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UN Chief Says Afghanistan ‘Hanging by a Thread’ 6 Months After Taliban Takeover

UNITED NATIONS, January 26 (Sputnik) - Afghanistan is "hanging by a thread" six months after 
the Taliban (under UN sanctions for terrorism) took over, UN chief Antonio Guterres said on 
Wednesday.
"Six months after the takeover by the Taliban, Afghanistan is hanging by a thread. For Afghans, 
daily life has become a frozen hell," Guterres told a UN Security Council meeting on the 
situation in the country.
"The Afghan economy is enduring a bitter winter of its own. There is a danger that the currency 
could go into freefall, and the country could lose 30 percent of its GDP within the year," he said.
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US Advance International Trade Deficit Up 3% in December to $101 Bln - Commerce Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The deficit in US advance international trade, which 
accounts for payments done ahead of shipment, increased by almost $3 billion or 3% in 
December to $101 billion, the Commerce Department said on Wednesday.
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"The international trade deficit was $101.0 billion in December, up $2.9 billion from $98.0 billion 
in November,” the Census Bureau, a unit of the Commerce Department, said, referring to the 
payments done as soon as an order is confirmed or at any time before shipment.
Advance payment for imports of goods in December were at $258.3 billion, an increase of $5.1 
billion from November.
Receipts from exports stood at $157.3 billion, rising $2.2 billion.
The difference in the growth between the two made up the net advance deficit for international 
trade.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US, Allies Discussing Sending More Forces to Eastern Europe Amid Ukraine Tension - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States and several allies are discussing the 
possibility of deploying thousands more soldiers to NATO eastern flank countries amid tensions 
between Russia and the West over Ukraine, CNN reported on Wednesday citing three 
anonymous US officials.
The deployments would consist of approximately 1,000 personnel each and would be similar to 
current forward battle groups such as those stationed in Poland and the Baltic States, the 
officials reportedly said. Romania, Bulgaria, and Hungary are among the countries considering 
accepting the troops, but no final decisions have been made, the officials also said.
However, not all 30 NATO member states are willing to deploy additional forces, according to a 
European diplomat. As such, the US is currently discussing sending the deployments on a 
bilateral basis through what one official called a "coalition of the willing."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Sees Every Indication Russia Will Use Force in Ukraine by Mid-February - Sherman

WASHINGTON, January 26 (Sputnik) - The United States sees all indications that Russia will 
use military force in Ukraine by the middle of next month, US State Deputy Secretary Wendy 
Sherman said during an online conversation with Estonian President Kersti Kaljulaid on
Wednesday.
"V\fe certainly see every indication that he is going to use military force sometime perhaps now 
and middle of February," Sherman said.
The possible Russian aggression in Ukraine may start amid the 2022 Winter Olympic Games in 
Beijing that are opening on February 4, she said.
"We all are aware that the Beijing Olympics begin on February 4, the opening ceremony and 
President [Vladimir] Putin expects to be there. I think that probably [Chinese] President Xi
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Jinping would not be ecstatic if Putin chose that moment to invade Ukraine. So that may affect 
his timing and his thinking," Sherman added.
Last week, US media reported that Xi had asked Putin not to invade Ukraine during the Winter 
Olympic Games. Russian foreign ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on her Telegram 
channel that the Bloomberg report is not even a fake, but a special information operation of the 
corresponding US services.
The United States and its allies have accused Russia that it conducts a troop build-up in 
Ukraine and plans to invade the latter. Russia has repeatedly denied the accusations, saying it 
does not plan to attack any country.
In addition, Russia has pointed to NATO's military activities close to its borders and the 
alliance's plans to move eastward as a threat to its national security. Russia has also said it 
reserves the right to move troops within its sovereign territory.
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