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‘No War on Russia’: Peace Activists Protest Outside White House to ‘Disband NATO’
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Anti-war activists rallied outside the White House in Washington, DC, on Thursday to demand 
that the Biden administration stop antagonizing Russia, risking war between two nuclear-armed 

powers.
They chanted “no war on Russia” and “disband NATO” and carried banners saying the same as 
tourists visiting the US capital city gathered around and joined the demonstration, which swelled 
to several dozen people.
The rally was called by some of the United States’ most active antiwar groups, including Code 
Pink, the Black Alliance for Peace, and the Act Now to Stop War and End Racism (ANSWER) 
Coalition.
“Have we not learned our lesson from Afghanistan and Iraq?” asked Olivia DiNucci, a Code Pink 
member and one of the organizers of the demonstration.
“I was 11 when the US went into Afghanistan, and 20 years later, we’ve spent $21 trillion on war. 
Destruction of people, the planet, surveillance of other countries and here at home, 
disproportionately hurting and harming Black, brown, indigenous, poor and low-income 
communities.”
“Just last month, Congress passed a $678 billion military spending bill. Who benefits the most 
from this? You can’t say it enough: weapons manufacturers, arms dealers, intelligence 
communities, we can go on and on,” she said. “The Lockheed Martins, financial institutions like 
Blackrock; Raytheon is already telling its stockholders today, publicly, that this is going to be a 
‘banner year.’ Shame!”
Other groups joined, as well. Michael Bearman of the Party for Socialism and Liberation (PSL) 
told Sputnik: “We’re demanding that the US pull all of their weapons from Ukraine, to stop the 
war provocation, but overall, most importantly, we’re calling for the abolishment and 
disbandment of NATO.”
“We say ‘no war with Russia,’ and we say this because we know that Russia’s not the 
aggressor, and in fact Ukraine is not really the aggressor: it is the US and NATO, which is run by 
the US and has many junior partners within Europe, who are instigating war with Russia. They 
do not want Russia to have an independent path of development, they don’t want Russia to 
have an independent foreign policy,” he said.
Nearby was another protest in favor of passing the Equal Rights Amendment, which would 
amend the US Constitution to guarantee equal rights between men and women, which US 
President Joe Biden on Thursday called on lawmakers to push forward. Several protesters 
came over and joined the anti-war demonstration, telling Sputnik how the issues were 
connected.
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“We saw the Equal Rights Amendment [protest] and we saw the importance of that, but at the 
same time, we noticed all the ‘no war’ signs,” Gavin, one of the demonstrators, told Sputnik. 
“Personally, although both are very crucial to American society, we feel like the war on Russia in 
Ukraine tends to be a more vital threat to our people because it’ll end up leading, like they said, 
to Mutually Assured Destruction, where both parties are going to end up being destroyed. And 
you know, without people to give equal rights to, there’s no point in having equal rights,” he 
noted.
Marco, another ERA protester who joined, said: “When I heard the rhetoric about a war with 
Ukraine is gonna be an excuse, the same way it was with the Iraq War, that really caught my 
attention, especially now that we’re learning stuff like that in school and it’s so true, that’s just 
going to be an excuse to not have to give any social services and to be able to fund the military 
even more and that’s just disgusting to me.”
The demonstration comes after US President Joe Biden ordered 8,500 troops to be ready for 
deployment to Eastern Europe in as few as five days if required, although he has said the troops 
will not be sent to Ukraine itself. The US has garrisons in several nearby states, including 
Romania, Poland, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.
On Wednesday, NATO and the US sent Moscow separate responses to a security proposal 
pitched last month that would address Russia’s core concerns in the region, including limiting 
the further eastward expansion of NATO to include Ukraine and the potential stationing of 
offensive NATO weapons in Ukraine. The US has claimed that Russian troops deployed to 
southern Russia for drills are a prelude to an invasion of Ukraine, but both Russian and 
Ukrainian leaders have dismissed the notion, with Moscow asserting its right to send troops 
anywhere inside its own borders and Kiev urging its allies and citizens alike not to be swept up 
in panic.
Although NATO chief Jens Stoltenberq suggested establishing or re-establishing several 
communication lines with Moscow for mutual airing of concerns, Russian Foreign Minister 
Seraev Lavrov said on Thursday that the alliance’s response failed to address the main question 
of NATO’s expansion, refusing to acknowledge “the principle that one should not strengthen 
one's security at the expense of the security of others.”
Biden has promised to impose crippling economic sanctions on Russia in the event of an 
invasion of Ukraine, with Congressional Democrats rushing to pass a bill that would funnel even 
more weapons shipments to Ukraine, prop up US state-funded media outlets targeting the 
region, and create a legal imperative to impose the sanctions in question.
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US-UK Antagonism of Russia Threatens to Pull NATO Apart at the Seams 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

The NATO alliance was formed by Western capitalist powers in 1949 as a deterrence to 
potential invasion by the Soviet Union. Dependent on the US for support, Western Europe had
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little other choice; however, in the 21st century, that they will have convergent interests can no 
longer be taken for granted.
On paper, the 30-member North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is united in its support of 
non-member Ukraine and opposition to a perceived threat of Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
However, in reality, the crisis is being driven by the United States, a North American power, and 
the United Kingdom, which sits off Europe’s western coast and is recently divorced from the 
European Union, experts told Sputnik.
‘Another Straw Onto the EU Camel’
Dr. Matthew Crosston, Executive Vice Chairman of Modern Diploma cy.eu, chief analytical 
strategist of I3, a strategic intelligence consulting company, and former director over all 
Intelligence Programs at the American Military University said that the US has continued to 
behave as if the Cold War never ended and refused to consider that Russia might have 
legitimate security interests that need to be acknowledged, respected and addressed.
“If you are stuck in the cognitive closure of Cold War psychosis, where the rival across the table 
can never be anything except the adopted shadow inheritor of the Soviet menace, then the 
possibility for a diplomatic change, of course, becomes near impossible,” he said. “It is just 
wheel-spinning for the sake of wheel-spinning.”
“How it can play against the US is if other members of the European community, the ones most 
likely at risk by all of this game-playing, decide that enough is enough and they want the two 
sides to come together not just to declare their perspective points and retreat, but to actually 
engage with the real possibility of compromise on positions. That kind of pressure from 
traditional allies has never been faced by the United States in the past, so if that were to happen 
it would be interesting to see how things would then progress,” Crosston observed, adding that 
if that happened, it would "clarify” and make explicit the divide between the UK and EU.
Talking about the UK Crosston said that the country has continued to show its intent to follow 
Washington down the diplomatic path, regardless of the outcome.
However, according to him, the EU at least theoretically sometimes entertains the idea that it 
could consider some non-US positions or non-American interests.
"I have my own skeptical doubts, however, if Ukraine is the platform that the EU would decide to 
capitalize on that difference. I doubt it feels Ukraine is important enough to end up siding against 
the US-UK political position. So, while the Ukraine crisis perhaps can be seen as adding yet 
another straw onto the EU camel, I doubt it is the straw that will break the EU's camel back. But 
it is one more step in that inevitable direction.”
“While Russia may officially have many different points and requests surrounding this crisis, 
there really are only two points that truly matter for the long-term: the guarantee that NATO will 
never accept a former Soviet state into its membership and an agreement to pull NATO troops 
back and off of Eastern European territory that is considered too close to Russian Federation 
territory," he said.
“The US, representing NATO in real terms, will always unilaterally reject these two requests, 
because to give ground on them will be seen in the domestic political market as an 
acquiescence to the enemy it supposedly vanquished thirty years before with the end of the 
Cold War. Russia will never change these two requests so long as NATO remains at its heart an 
organization that exists exclusively as a deterrence to Russian power and its expression of 
power.”
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The Most Bellicose Because They Have the Least to Lose'
Daniel Lazare, an independent journalist, author, and writer, noted that the European powers 
are still afraid to stand up to Washington, but the present crisis poses the possibility of forcing 
their hand.
"The split within NATO is a function of geography. Those farthest away from the conflict zone, 
e.g. the US and UK, are the most bellicose because they have the least to lose. Those closest, 
most notably Germany, know that they're direct in the line of fire and therefore are the most 
trepidatious. After two wars with Russia in a little over a century, the last thing Berlin wants is to 
get dragged into a third - yet that's what NATO is pushing for,” he said.
"The same goes for France: [French President Emmanuel] Macron knows full well that the US is 
largely responsible for drumming this crisis up and that, after years of deference to US imperial 
policy, he has no choice but to begin pushing back before things get completely out of hand. But 
he also knows that the US can't stand criticism and that it will therefore respond precisely as it 
did in 2003 when France said no to an invasion of Iraq, i.e. with childish petulance. This will 
cause the split to widen even more -- not because America necessarily wants it to, but because 
it is locked into a rhetorical mode that is incapable of brooking dissent.”
Anglophone Five Eyes Leading Europe to \Nar
Tony Kevin, the former Australian ambassador to Poland and Cambodia and former carrier 
officer of the Australian Foreign Ministry, noted that NATO’s rejection of Moscow’s “honorable" 
diplomatic overtures aimed at deconfliction in Eastern Europe was likely to encourage Moscow 
to respond - but not necessarily in Ukraine, or even in Europe.
"There are many ways, many military technical means by which Russia can make its presence 
felt in the Western world. It all adds up to an increase in tension; an increase in estrangement; 
the already very small prospects for detente are now even smaller. And Russia’s focus, I 
believe, will continue to move towards the east and the south of Russia, towards the countries 
of Asia, the Pacific and Latin America. So it will go back to a situation of something like the Cold 
\Aferthat I worked in the [1960s and 1970s], where you had a Western bloc, you had a bloc led 
by Russia and you had a very large non-aligned group who were quite inclined to support 
Russia," he said.
"Russia has no fear of Western sanctions - now that's clear, and it is rather interesting to say 
that most of the Western aggression against Russia at the moment is being led by the Five Eyes 
group - that is to say, the four Anglophone countries of the former British Commonwealth or 
Empire: the United States, Britain, Canada and Australia."
“If you look at continental Europe, attitudes of key leaders like Macron and [German Chancellor 
Olaf] Scholz in Germany and the leaders of Italy and Spain, are much more, much more 
balanced and they are not inclined to be let alone by the Anglophone four or really just two, 
Canada and Australia, supporters,” Kevin noted.
“I mean, the key players are America and Britain, but the continental leaders are not going to be 
swept away by this anti-Russian fever. So I think [Russian President Vladimir] Putin has a lot of 
options and as I say, I don't think he's likely to invade Ukraine now. My idea with regard to 
Russia's focus would be they will move the playing field to a broader sphere and they will 
concentrate on the things they are very good at already, which is showing that they are a 
supporter of the United Nations Security Council system, that they believe in detente in mutual 
respect between all these large and small [nations], that they reject the spheres of influence as
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proposed by the West, which hide within the words of rules-based order, the rules-based order 
is simply an euphemism for an American-led based order. And everybody knows that.”
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Beijing Reportedly Gives UN Human Rights Chief Bachelet Clearance to Visit Xinjiang After 
Olympics
By - Morgan Artyukhina

After years of negotiating, the United Nations human rights chief could soon pay a visit to 
Xinjiang Autonomous Region, where the US and right-wing non-governmental organizations 
have accused China of human rights abuses against the Muslim Uyghur population.
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR) Michelle Bachelet has secured 
Beijing’s approval to visit the western Chinese province in the first half of 2022 after the 
conclusion of the Beijing Winter Olympics, sources told the South China Morning Post on 
Thursday.
The main games are set to begin on February 4 and end on February 20, although the 
Paralympics will follow shortly thereafter in Beijing, from March 4 until March 13. It’s unclear if 
the statement includes both sets of games.
“China has also said the bottom line is that the UNHCR should not publish the Xinjiang report,” 
the source said. “China also made clear that it wants to define the trip as a friendly visit instead 
of an investigation with the presumption of guilt.”
Bachelet has sought the trip since 2018, when claims about China putting some 1 million 
Uyghurs in reeducation camps first arose in the publications of right-wing ideologue Adrian 
Zenz, and have been widely repeated with little scrutiny since.
Liu Yuyin, the spokesperson for China’s permanent mission to the United Nations in Geneva, 
told Reuters last June that if Bachelet came to western China, it should be a “friendly” visit 
aimed at promoting cooperation "rather than making the so-called 'investigation' under the 
presumption of guilt.”
Later, in October, Chen Xu, China’s UN ambassador in Geneva, said Bachelet had been 
extended an invitation, but that her visit “should be a friendly visit rather than an investigation 
based on the presumption of guilt. So, the visit is friendly cooperation in nature, not like a 
prosecutor."
In other words, it’s Bachelet who has yielded, not Beijing. However, her office has not yet made 
any formal comment about the trip.
The issue has become a major international pressure point for the US and its allies to push, with 
the Biden administration accusing Beijing of genocide last year, placing sanctions on Chinese 
officials and on Xinjiang companies alleged to have used forced Uyghur labor, and implementing 
a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing Olympics.
Beiiina denies that a genocide is taking place in Xinjiang, that it forcibly sterilizes Uyghur women 
or restricts Uyghur culture or the practice of Islam, saying that its rehabilitation and training 
programs for former extremists are voluntary and in line with the United Nations’ Plan of Action
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to Prevent Violent Extremism guidelines. It says that people have been voluntarily enrolled in 
vocational training centers a part of a deradicalization program aimed at eliminating support for 
groups like the East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), an extremist Muslim terrorist 
organization that is aligned with al-Qaeda and has carried out numerous terrorist attacks in 
China.
The ETIM has also operated in Afghanistan, where the US waged a bombing campaign against 
it in 2018, and some 10.000 ETIM members were sent to fight alongside other Al-Qaeda-aligned 
terrorist militias in Syria’s Idlib Governorate during the civil war. Until 2018, the US categorized 
ETIM as a terrorist organization.
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After Breyer’s Retirement Announcement Biden Expected To Nominate First Black Woman To 
Supreme Court 
By - Mary Manley

Justice Stephen Breyer has announced plans for his retirement, prompting President Biden to 
make good on one of his key campaign promises: nominating the first Black woman to the 
United States Supreme Court. Speculation over who he will choose has already begun. 
Democrats have been lobbying for the most senior member of the U.S. Supreme Court’s liberal 
wing to step down while they still hold a majority in the Senate. President Biden has repeatedly 
vowed to fill his seat with the first Black female justice. And with that, media outlets have begun 
theorizing who the president will pick.
The top candidate is heavily rumored to be Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson, who was tapped by 
President Biden for the federal judiciary and is considered to be a frontrunner for the Supreme 
Court. Jackson is 51 years-old and was Biden’s first nominee to the U.S. appellate courts, filling 
a seat which was left vacant by Attorney General Merrick Garland last summer.
Serving on what is considered to be the country’s second most powerful court, as well as a 
stepping stone to the Supreme Court, Jackson previously clerked for potential predecessor 
Justice Breyer from 1999 to 2000. She is a graduate of Harvard Law School, and before her 
confirmation to the District of Columbia Circuit, worked as a U.S. district judge in D.C. and Vice 
Chair of the Sentencing Commission.
Former Congressman and House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) introduced Jackson to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee in 2012. “Our politics may differ, but my praise for Kentanji’s intellect, for 
her character, for her integrity, is unequivocal. She is an amazing person,” he said of her. Ryan 
and Jackson are related by marriage.
The runner-up in the prediction list for potential picks is California Supreme Court Justice 
Leondra Kruger. Kruger, 45, has been on California’s highest court since 2014, first nominated 
to the court by former Governor Jerry Brown. She clerked for former Justice John Paul Stevens 
and is a Yale Law graduate.
Judge J. Michelle Childs is another possibility. Childs, 55, served on the U.S. district court in 
South Carolina since 2010, before being formally nominated to the D.C. Circuit by President
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Biden earlier this month. Childs graduated from the University of South Carolina School of Law, 
and if nominated, would be one of only two on the Supreme Court who did not attend Harvard or 
Yale for their education. The other is Justice Amy Coney Barrett, who is a graduate of Notre 
Dame Law School.
Childs has been shown open support by Rep. Jim Clvburn (D-SC), a Democrat who is currently 
the highest-ranking Black individual in Congress. He reportedly will be pushing President Biden 
to choose Childs as a nominee for the Supreme Court.
Finally, we have Judge Candace Jackson-Akiwumi, who worked from 2010 to 2020 as a staff 
attorney in the Federal Defender Program for the Northern District of Illinois, representing more 
than four hundred destitute clients accused of federal crimes.
Jackson-Akiwumi was confirmed to the Seventh Circuit in June, and like Jackson, had support 
from three Republicans. With that confirmation, she became the first judge in the Seventh 
Circuit with a background as a public defender. She is a Yale Law graduate.
Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer was first nominated by President Bill Clinton in 1994, 
and has worked to uphold women’s rights, as well as preserving the Affordable Care Act. But 
with a conservative majority on the Supreme Court, Democrats and lawmakers have been 
pleading with the 83 year-old to step down while Democrats still hold the Senate majority.
They don’t want a repeat of history: the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg declined to step down 
during President Obama’s term, and her death then left a vacant seat which was filled by 
President Donald Trump’s nomination of the conservative jurist Amy Coney Barrett. The 
nomination under President Trump has lead to bizarre and unconstitutional laws regarding 
abortion rights to pass in certain U.S. states like Texas and Mississippi, leading to a challenge 
against Roe v. Wade.
If one of these women is nominated and confirmed to the Supreme Court, it would be a 
groundbreaking moment in U.S. history. Black women are not only underrepresented on the 
Supreme Court but on the federal bench, as well. When Biden first took office, only five of 300 
sitting federal appellate judges were Black women. Biden has since doubled that number.
"The president has stated and reiterated his commitment to nominating a Black woman to the 
Supreme Court, and certainly stands by that," White House press secretary Jen Psaki said 
Wednesday.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Spotify Sides With Joe Rogan, Drops Neil Young After He Backs Medical Experts And Scientists 
By - Mary Manley

Stockholm-based company Spotify confirmed Wednesday that they removed the folk-rock star 
Neil Young after he wrote an open letter to his manager and label asking for permission to have 
his music removed from the streaming service, which he deems responsible for spreading 
misinformation concerning the COVID-19 pandemic.
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In a letter that was posted publicly, Young said Spotify had become a “very damaging force via 
its public misinformation and lies about COVID.” He pointed out that a majority of listeners on 
Spotify are “young people” who are impressionable and are more susceptible to misinformation. 
In the letter he writes, “Spotify represents 60% of the streaming of my music to listeners around 
the world, almost every record I have ever released is available- [...] -a huge loss for my record 
company to absorb. Yet my friends at Warner Brothers Reprise stood with me, recognizing the 
threat the COVID misinformation on Spotify posed to the world- particularly for young people 
who think everything they hear on Spotify is true. Unfortunately it is not.”
“It’s something that’s really important to Neil. He’s very upset about disinformation,” Young’s 
manager Frank Gironda told the Daily Beastearlier this week,
The righteous move by Young comes after hundreds of scientists, professors, and public health 
professionals asked Spotify to develop a policy to handle misinformation surrounding 
COVID-19. Some social media companies have already taken steps in doing so. Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter all have independent COVID-19 misinformation policies.
The health experts published a public letter online in which they condemned an episode from 
“The Joe Rogan Experience” which featured Dr. Robert Malone. They noted that this particular 
episode, as well as others from Rogan’s podcast, promoted conspiracy theories and 
misinformation regarding COVID-19.
Dr. Robert Malone was suspended from Twitter for spreading misinformation about the Pfizer 
vaccine. YouTube, which is owned by Google, also removed the episode in question, a year 
after it pledged to remove all misinformation regarding vaccines. While on Joe Rogan’s podcast, 
Malone compared pandemic policies to the Holocaust.
Joe Rogan himself has also discouraged vaccination, claimed mRNA vaccines are gene 
therapy, and promoted off-label use of ivermectin to treat COVID-19 against the Food and Drug 
Administration’s regulations. Ivermectin is for treating infections which are caused by parasites. 
In the end of their letter, the medical professionals wrote, “[This] is a sociological issue of 
devastating proportions and Spotify is responsible for allowing this activity to thrive on its 
platform.”
Cue Neil Young, the 76 year-old rock star who backs medical professionals and condemns the 
spread of misinformation. In a righteous move, he wrote a letter to his management, saying, “I 
want you to let Spotify know immediately today that I want all my music off their platform. They 
can have Rogan or Young. Not both.”
But Spotify, which has more than 299 million listeners a month, had already invested in a $100 
million deal with Joe Rogan, and his podcast is the most popular for American, British, and 
Canadian listeners. While Spotify loses money every time someone streams Young, they bring 
in more revenue with Rogan, making the decision to drop Young and keep Rogan slightly more 
palatable.
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Hidden Letters Delivered After Hiding For 50 Years
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By - Mary Manley

Genovefa Klonovska got a chance to step back in time when she was given a letter meant for 
her 50 years ago, when she was just a 12 year-old girl.
“I thought someone was pranking me,” she said. The envelope contained her letter, a 
handmade rose, and two paper dolls. Klonovska, who lives in Lithuania, was sent the letter by a 
penpal who lived in Poland.
The letter was from 1970 and her penpal, named Ewa, wrote that the buses were not running in 
her village, she lamented the cold and detailed it was almost a negative 10 degrees (fahrenheit) 
outside, and asked for pictures of actors.
But Klonovska has no memory of Ewa, and estimates the lost letter was the first of their 
correspondence.
The letter had almost been thrown out, too. Workers found Klonovska's letter, along with 17 
others, when they demolished a wall in a former post office located outside the capital of 
Lithuania, in Vilnius. The letters were discovered when they fell out of a ventilation hole.
“The workers suggested we throw the old letters away, but I called the post office instead,” said 
Jurgis Vilutis, who is the owner of the building which was formerly a post office.
Since the street names and numbering had changed in Vilnius, post office workers had spent 
months tracking down the recipients of the lost mail. Five recipients were found, while many 
were deceased.
“We felt a moral duty to do this,” said Deimante Zebrauskaite of Lithuania Post. Zebrauskaite 
said many of the tracked-down recipients were emotional, and those who were given a letter 
meant for their deceased parent felt like they were getting a chance to see a part of their 
parent’s everyday life.
"So good that the letter was inconsequential. The loss was not life-changing," said Klonovska. 
"What if they delivered a lost letter from a suitor to his love, and their wedding never 
happened?"
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US Concerned About Negative Effects of Potential Sanctions on Russia - Reports

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration officials have expressed 
concern about possible negative effects on the major US banks as a result of potentially 
implementing sanctions against Russia, Bloomberg reported on Friday citing unnamed sources 
familiar with the matter.
The National Security Council members and other senior Biden administration officials 
discussed possibly implementing additional sanctions on Russia with senior banks executives, 
including Citigroup, Bank of America, JPMorgan Chase and Goldman Sachs, to ensure that 
such action will not result in disruption of the global financial system, the report said.
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UPDATE 2 - Bridge Collapses in Pittsburgh, Injures 10 People Hours Before Biden’s Visit - Fire 
Chief
(Updates with more details in paras 6, 7; modifies headline, lede)

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Abridge collapsed in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, early on 
Friday and at least ten people suffered non-life-threatening injuries just hours before President 
Joe Biden was to arrive in to discuss the city’s infrastructure.
"Please avoid the area of Forbes and Braddock for a confirmed bridge collapse. Fire, EMS 
[Emergency Medical Services] and Police responding. No reported injuries at this time," 
Pittsburgh Public Safety said via Twitter.
It added that there is a strong smell of natural gas at the site of the incident and urged people to 
avoid the area.
"Gas line has been cut. Updates on injuries will be provided once PIO [Public Information 
Officers] is on scene," it said.
The local chapter of the Red Cross said it has been contacted to provide victim assistance.
Fire Chief Darryl Jones told reporters that at least ten people suffered non-life-threatening 
injuries, but three of them were taken to a hospital.
Jones explained there were three to four vehicles on the bridge when it collapsed and rescue 
teams are still trying to ensure they have removed everyone from under the structure. 
Meanwhile, the White House said Biden has been informed about the accident and their team is 
in touch with state and local officials on the ground, spokesperson Jen Psaki said via Twitter. 
"[The president] is grateful to the first responders who rushed to assist the drivers who were on 
the bridge at the time. The President will proceed with trip planned for today and will stay in 
touch with officials on the ground about additional assistance we can provide," Psaki added.
The Pittsburgh police told the local WTAE-TV channel that no serious injuries have been 
reported.
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IMF Reaches Agreement With Argentina on Refinancing Country's Program - Statement

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund (IMF) said in a 
statement on Friday that it has reached an agreement with Argentina on the key policies on 
refinancing the country’s debt.
"IMF staff and the Argentine authorities have reached an understanding on key policies as part 
of their ongoing discussions of an IMF-supported program,” the statement said.
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Israel Purchases 5Mln Novavax Vaccines Against COVID-19 - Company

‘WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The Israeli government has signed a deal to purchase 5 
million doses of the Novavax COVID-19 vaccine, the American pharmaceutical company said 
on Friday.
"Novavax and Israel's Ministry of Health today announced an agreement for the purchase of 
NVX-CoV2373, the company's recombinant nanoparticle protein-based COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate with Matrix-M™ adjuvant." the statement said, adding that this "would be the first 
protein-based alternative available in Israel."
Initially, Novavax will send "5 million doses of its protein-based vaccine with an option for Israel 
to purchase an additional 5 million doses," it added.
The company's president and CEO, Stanley Erck, noted that Israel has been at the forefront of 
the fight against COVI D-19.
"V\fe thank the Israeli Ministry of Health for their commitment to providing a protein-based 
COVID-19 vaccine option, based on well-understood technology, to the people of Israel," he 
said.
In December, the World Health Organization recommended Nuvaxovid, a COVID-19 vaccine 
developed by Novavax, for emergency use. The company says that it has started work on 
developing an "Omicron-specific construct" of the antigen in its COVI D-19 vaccine as part of a 
two-pronged strategy to curb the spread of the new coronavirus variant.
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UN Security Council Will Discuss Ukraine on Monday at US Request - President

UNITED NATIONS, January 27 (Sputnik) - The UN Security Council is scheduled to discuss the 
situation in Ukraine on January 31 at 15:00 GMT, the Security Council president, Mona Juul of 
Norway, said on Friday.
"There will be a meeting on Monday called by the US," Juul said. "Ws think it is a positive 
development... We think that the Security Council should express itself on the acute Ukraine 
situation."
Irish Ambassador to the United Nations, Geraldine Byrne Nason, said she expects the meeting 
to help ease tensions and provide information to assess the facts of what is happening on the 
ground.
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Russian Deputy Envoy Hopes UNSC Will Reject US Request to Hold Meeting on Ukraine

UNITED NATIONS, January 27 (Sputnik) - Russian Deputy Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Dmitry Polyanskiy said on Friday he hopes UN Security Council member states 
will not support the US request to convene a meeting on Ukraine.
"I can’t recall another occasion when a Security Council member proposed to discuss its own 
baseless allegations and assumptions as a threat to international order from someone else," 
Polyanskiy said via Twitter. "Hopefully fellow UN Security Council members will not support this 
clear PR stunt shameful for the reputation of UN Security Council."
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US, EU Working Toward Sufficient Gas Supply to EU Amid Ukraine Crisis - Joint Statement

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States and the European Union are working 
together to ensure sufficient and timely supply of natural gas to European consumers and avoid 
shocks amid mounting tensions between Russia and Ukraine, President Joe Biden and 
European Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen said in a joint statement on Friday.
"The United States and the EU are working jointly towards continued, sufficient, and timely 
supply of natural gas to the EU from diverse sources across the globe to avoid supply shocks, 
including those that could result from a further Russian invasion of Ukraine," the statement said.
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UPDATE - Bridge Collapses in Pittsburgh, Damages Gas Line Hours Before Biden's Visit 
(Adds White House's reaction in paras 6-7)
WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Abridge collapsed in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on early 
Friday and damaged a gas line, just hours before President Joe Biden was to arrive in the city to 
talk about infrastructure.
"Please avoid the area of Forbes and Braddock for a confirmed bridge collapse. Fire, EMS, and 
Police responding. No reported injuries at this time," Pittsburgh Public Safety tweeted.
It added that there is a strong smell of natural gas in the area and urged people to avoid the 

area.
"Gas line has been cut. Updates on injuries will be provided once PIO [Public Information 
Officers] is on scene," it said.
The Red Cross has been contacted for victim assistance.
Meanwhile, Biden has been informed about the accident. The White House team is in touch with 
state and local officials on the ground, spokeswoman Jen Psaki tweeted.
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"@POTUS is grateful to the first responders who rushed to assist the drivers who were on the 
bridge at the time. The President will proceed with trip planned for today and will stay in touch 
with officials on the ground about additional assistance we can provide," she added.
The Pittsburgh police told the local WTAE-TV channel that no serious injuries have been 
reported.
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US Federal Reserve Inflation Gauge Up Most Since 1983 - Commerce Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) -AUS inflation gauge closely followed by the Federal 
Reserve grew its most in 39 years in December, adding to the central bank’s urgency in curbing 
price pressures ramping up in an economy recovering from the pandemic.
The core Personal Consumption Expenditures Price Index, which excludes volatile food and 
energy prices, expanded by 4.9% year-on-year in December, data from the Commerce 
Department showed. For all of 2021, the broader index rose 5.8%.
Historical data from the Commerce Department showed it was the highest growth in inflation 
since 1983 for both December and last year.
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Bridge Collapses in Pittsburgh, Damages Gas Line Hours Before Biden's Visit

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Abridge collapsed in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on early 
Friday and damaged a gas line, just hours before President Joe Biden was to arrive in the city to 
talk about infrastructure.
"Please avoid the area of Forbes and Braddock for a confirmed bridge collapse. Fire, EMS, and 
Police responding. No reported injuries at this time," Pittsburgh Public Safety tweeted.
It added that there is a strong smell of natural gas in the area and urged people to avoid the 

area.
"Gas line has been cut. Updates on injuries will be provided once PIO [Public Information 
Officers] is on scene," it said.
The Red Cross has been contacted for victim assistance.
The Pittsburgh police told the local WTAE-TV channel that no serious injuries have been 
reported.
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US Embassy Needs Stronger Diplomatic Platform to Better Engage With Russia - Sullivan

WASHINGTON, January 28 (Sputnik) - The United States would more effectively engage with 
Russia on a range of issues, including cyber dialogue and strategic stability, if it had more 
diplomatic staff at the embassy in Moscow, Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan said on Friday. 
"So there are many issues that we need to engage with the Russian government on, we would 
be in a much better position to do so if we had a stronger diplomatic platform here, but we're 
continuing to work on those [issues] with the Russian government," Sullivan told an online 
briefing.
He noted that there continue to be topics under discussion between Russia and the United 
States.
"We continue to have the New START treaty, strategic stability dialogue, cyber dialogue, the 
JCPOA [Iran nuclear deal]," Sullivan said.
Last April, Moscow banned the US embassy from hiring Russian and third-country nationals. 
The move came after the US imposed sanctions on 32 Russian entities and individuals over 
alleged cyberattacks and other hostile acts, and ordered 10 Russian diplomats out.
A month after the ban, Sullivan said the US embassy would be unable to provide full consular 
services starting August 1.
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US Response Addresses Russia’s Concerns, Offers Confidence-Building Measures - 
Ambassador
(Adds more statements from Sullivan in paras 4-5, background in paras 6-7)
WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The US response to Russia's security proposals takes 
into account Moscow's concerns and contains counter-proposals on military drills and missile 
deployment in Europe, Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan said on Friday.
"WeVe addressed a possibility of reciprocal transparency measures with the Russian 
government, including on offensive weapons and systems in Ukraine as well as measures to 
increase confidence regarding military exercises in Europe," Sullivan told an online briefing. 
According to Sullivan, these ideas "have a potential to enhance our security and of our allies" 
and address Russia's concerns.
Sullivan expects that after Russia studies the US written response, there will be further 
diplomatic engagements.
"[I hope] there would be a discussion, phone conversation, meeting, I don't know, I has not been 
agreed to," he said.
Tensions around Ukraine have intensified over the past several months after Russia was 
accused of a troop build-up near the Ukrainian border and allegedly preparing for an invasion. 
Moscow has denied these accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near Russian 
borders, which it deems a threat to its national security.
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US Ambassador Describes Relations With Russia as 'Pretty Bleak' Amid Crisis Over Ukraine

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US Ambassador in Moscow John Sullivan on Friday 
described relations with Russia as "pretty bleak" and did not rule out their further deterioration 
over Ukraine tensions.
"Diplomatic relations [between the US and Russia] are at a low point now, but I feel pretty 
confident in saying that there would be any further significant blow to what is already a pretty 
bleak diplomatic situation in relations between the United States and Russia," Sullivan told an 
online briefing.
The diplomat insisted that a "Russian threat" to Ukraine is "very imminent."
Moscow says it has no intention to attack any country, noting that the allegations serve as a 
pretext for expanding NATO's military presence and deploying more troops to Eastern Europe. 
Kiev itself has repeatedly downplayed the alleged risk of an "imminent Russian invasion."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 

Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Response Addresses Russia’s Concerns, Offers Confidence-Building Measures - 
Ambassador

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The US response to Russia's security proposals takes 
into account Moscow's concerns and contains counter-proposals on military drills and missile 
deployment in Europe, Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan said on Friday.
"We've addressed a possibility of reciprocal transparency measures with the Russian 
government, including on offensive weapons and systems in Ukraine as well as measures to 
increase confidence regarding military exercises in Europe," Sullivan told an online briefing. 
According to Sullivan, these ideas "have a potential to enhance our security and of our allies" 
and address Russia's concerns.
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IMF Praises China’s Recovery From COVID-19, Urges Steps to Inclusive, 'Green' Growth
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WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - China’s economy is progressing well in its recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, but still needs appropriate support and steps to ensure inclusive 
and "green" growth, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) said in a report out on Friday. 
"Executive Directors highlighted that China’s recovery from the COVID-19 shock is well 
advanced thanks to the strong and swift policy actions taken by the authorities, including the 
high vaccination rate," the China report read.
Recovery, however, has slowed and remains unbalanced and susceptible to risks, it warned. 
"Directors called for continued appropriate policies that support the economy and its rebalancing 
and for progress in key structural reforms to transition to 'high-quality'— balanced, inclusive, and 
green—growth," it added.
IMF directors also pointed out the need for fiscal support of the recovery process.
"They recommended that fiscal support further strengthen social protection, which would reduce 
households’ precautionary savings, promote a rebalancing toward consumption and the 
services sector, and facilitate the transition to high-quality growth," the report read.
In an updated World Economic Outlook on Tuesday, the IMF revised its China economic growth 
forecast for this year downward by 0.8 percentage points to 4.8%.
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US Revokes China Unicorn's Authority to Operate in America - FCC

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The US Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
said it revoked China Unicorn's ability to provide its services in the United States due to national 
security concerns.
"The Federal Communications Commission adopted an Order ending the ability of China 
Unicom (Americas) Operations Limited to provide domestic interstate and international 
telecommunications services within the United States," the FCC said in a press release on 
Thursday.
The FCC said in the release that revoking the Chinese state-owned telecom operator's authority 
safeguards the United States' telecommunications infrastructure from potential security threats. 
The FCC said it found that the company's subsidiary, China Unicom Americas, was subject to 
exploitation, influence and control by the Chinese government and could be required to comply 
with requests from Beijing.
The Chinese government could potentially access, store, disrupt, and misrouted US 
communications, which may allow them to engage in espionage and other harmful activities 
against the United States, the FCC said.
Beijing has repeatedly denied US spying allegations.
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NASAAppoints Veteran Space Scientist Laurie Leshin to Head Jet Propulsion Lab

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - NASA announced veteran space scientist Laurie Leshin 
has been appointed to be the new director of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.
"Laurie Leshin, president of Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI), has been appointed director 
of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) and vice president of Caltech," NASA said in a press 
release on Thursday.
Leshin will officially start her new rule on May 16, succeeding Michael Watkins, who retired in 
August.
NASA Administrator Bill Nelson said in the press release that under Leshin's direction, the 
laboratory will continue to invent technology that will allow humans to explore the universe.
In 2005, Leshin became director of science and exploration at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center, and in 2008, she was promoted to Goddard’s deputy director for science and 
technology.
In 2010, Leshin assumed the role of deputy associate administrator of the Exploration Systems 
Mission Directorate at NASA Headquarters, where her work involved the oversight of the future 
human spaceflight program, including efforts to establish commercial crew capabilities and 
elements of what is now the Artemis program.
Leshin also has some experience in US government. In 2004, Leshin served on President 
George W. Bush’s Commission on Implementation of United States Space Exploration Policy, 
and in 2013, President Barack Obama appointed her to the advisory board of the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Air and Space Museum.
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Cynical Policy of Distorting Historical Truth Affecting US, Ukraine - Russian Ambassador

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Cynical attempts to distort the historical truth are 
currently affecting numerous countries, here including the United States, Ukraine and several 
other Eastern European states resulting in the desecration of memorials of the victors over 
Nazism-Fascism, Russian Ambassador to Washington Anatoly Antonov said on the Holocaust 
Remembrance Day and the 78th anniversary of the lifting of the siege of Leningrad.
“We are currently witnessing a cynical policy of distorting the historical truth. The memorials to 
victors over fascism are demolished in Ukraine, the Baltic States and Poland,’’ Antonov wrote in 
an article published by the Washington Times on Thursday.
The Russian ambassador warned that there is a self-evident desire to erase the memory of the 
deed of the Soviet soldiers as politicians in several countries are trying to put on an equal 
footing with Nazi-Fascist executioners.
Antonov expressed particular concern that some Eastern European countries host regular 
marches to honor SS divisions in an attempt to erase from the collective memory their crimes
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against humanity. The ambassador also found disturbing that similar trends affect the United 
States as well.
"Belittling the decisive USSR contribution to smashing Nazism and excluding our country from 
the victors in Wbrld Yskr II has become a common practice. There are over 800 active extremist 
groups in the country, advocating the theory of white supremacy. Their ‘legitimacy’ is justified by 
the First Amendment to the US Constitution that guarantees freedom of speech,” Antonov said. 
Yet, many Americans continue to remember that the two countries were allies during World \Afer 
II, and they are now participating in the annual Immortal Regiment events, paying tribute to 
Soviet and US soldiers, he also said.
Antonov noted that an annual ceremony is held at the Arlington National Cemetery in April, 
where Russian diplomats with colleagues from other former Soviet republics and ordinary 
Americans meet on the occasion of the legendary meeting of Soviet and US troops at the Elbe 
River in Germany in 1945.
The ambassador also noted the multiple events in different US cities to commemorate the 
lend-lease programs through which the United States assisted its allies, including the Soviet 
Union, to fight the Axis powers.
“Our duty to the generation of victors is to remember the lessons of history. The memory of the 
alliance should help us build genuine partnership relations in the fight against modern 
challenges and threats," Antonov said.
Speaking about the heroism of the residents of Leningrad who survived an 872-day siege during 
Wbrld Vskr II, Antonov said the whole world watched closely the heroic struggle and the breach 
of the blockade was wholeheartedly admired by Americans.
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US Troop Alert May Be Empty Threat But It Awoke Many, Americans Don't Want Wbr - Activist

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden’s decision to alert 8,500 forces 
for possible deployment in Europe could be an empty threat, however, it awoke many in the 
United States as the Americans do not want another war, Global Network Against Weapons and 
Nuclear Power in Space coordinator Bruce Gagnon told Sputnik.
The decision on alerting thousands of troops was made just two days before V\feshington gave 
its written responses to Russia’ security proposals. A Pentagon spokesperson said on Monday 
that 8,500 US troops had been placed on heightened alert over the situation around Ukraine. 
"First, I heard that Biden was immediately sending more troops, but then it was changed that the 
troops have been put on 'stand by'. So it could be an empty threat by the US," Gagnon said.
"But the statement about sending the troops has woke up many people in the US to pay more 
attention to this issue. Americans don't want another war but with the Democrats in power many 
'liberals' - who normally would not want a war - are now supporting Biden because their party is 
in power."
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Gagnon added that, fortunately, growing numbers of Republicans are opposing war - "although 
some are doing it with electoral positioning in mind."
On Wednesday, US Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan delivered Washington's response to 
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Grushko. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
said on Thursday that Russia is reviewing the response but stressed that the United States, in 
its response to Russia's proposals on security guarantees, left the main question about 
non-expansion of NATO to the east unanswered.
"No surprise though but it is a very sad and disingenuous response by the US," Gagnon said. "It 
is quite clear to me that the US only has one goal in mind and that is to continue to demonize 
Russia internationally and to militarily create chaos on all Russian borders in order to destabilize 
the Moscow government. The US-UK-NATO wants regime change in Russia. They want total 
control of the Arctic region as the ice melts due to climate crisis."
Moscow published its security suggestions for NATO and the US in late 2021 as tensions flared 
high around Ukraine. It requested, in particular, guarantees that the alliance would not expand 
eastward. The US insists it will not allow anyone to slam NATO’s open door policy shut.
"I thought Russia proposals were rational, justified and necessary when one considers that 
Moscow is facing a 'Cuban missile crisis in-reverse,’" Gagnon said. "We are now witness US 
missile launch facilities in Romania and Poland, aggressive NATO war games on Russian 
borders, and regular naval and air force provocations along Russian borders. One can just 
imagine how crazy Washington would be if any country was doing this along US borders with 
Canada or Mexico."
Commenting on possible development of the situation around Ukraine, Gagnon said, "We hear 
that some NATO members are telling the US to back off but Washington and NATO hardliners 
are not even listening to their own NATO member states."
"I think this confirms that the US rules NATO with an iron fist. I can't imagine that anyone in 
Europe wants a war with Russia," he said. "I recently heard that a petition is now being 
circulated in Italy to withdraw from NATO. In the end this entire situation is furthering the 
US-NATO ’bad image' around the globe."
When asked whether there is still a chance to stop the war and what can be done to do that, the 
activist said, "I think there is a chance but first we must have more voices opposing war in the 
US and throughout Europe."
"I don't believe that Moscow is eager to start war but the Russian government has legitimate 
security concerns that any thoughtful person should acknowledge," he said. "We all must take 
responsibility to help stop a war that could possibly go nuclear."
The United States and its allies have accused Russia that it conducts a troop build-up in 
Ukraine and plans to invade the latter. Russia has repeatedly denied the accusations, saying it 
does not plan to attack any country.
In addition, Russia has pointed to NATO's military activities close to its borders and the 
alliance’s plans to move eastward as a threat to its national security. Russia has also said it 
reserves the right to move troops within its sovereign territory.
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White House Denies Reports About Biden Warning Ukraine That Russia Invasion Certain

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - White House National Security Council spokesperson 
Emily Horne said a recent media report claiming that President Joe Biden warned Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy about an attack from Russia being certain is completely false. 
Earlier in the day, a CNN correspondent, citing a senior Ukrainian official, said Biden told 
Zelenskyy that a Russian invasion was certain once the ground freezes and to prepare for 
impact.
"This is not true," Horne said via Twitter on Thursday. "President Biden said that there is a 
distinct possibility that the Russians could invade Ukraine in February. He has previously said 
this publicly and we have been warning about this for months. Reports of anything more or 
different than that are completely false."
Moscow has repeatedly dismissed claims from the United States and its European allies, 
including Kiev, speculating that Russia plans to invade Ukraine soon. In addition, Russia has 
warned that NATO's actions near its borders represent a national security threat and it reserves 
the right to move troops within its own sovereign territory.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 

Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Defense Chief Issues Memo Ordering Probe Into Civilians Killed in US Strikes - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin issued a memo 
directing defense officials to investigate civilian deaths caused by the US military overseas.
"We will revisit the ways in which we assess incidents that may have resulted in civilian harm, 
acknowledge the harm to civilians that resulted from such incidents, and incorporate lessons 
learned into the planning and execution of future combat operations and into our tactics, 
techniques, and procedures," Austin said in a memo sent to senior defense officials on 
Thursday.
Austin's memo gives defense officials 90 days to investigate and provide recommendations to 
address the US military's flaws that resulted in civilian deaths abroad.
In December, The New York Times reported that thousands of civilians in Iraq, Syria and 
Afghanistan, including children, were killed by US airstrikes conducted with imprecise targeting 
and "deeply flawed intelligence." The newspaper studied 1,311 documents from a hidden 
Pentagon archive, concluding that the civilian death toll was much higher than the 1,417 civilian 
deaths reported by the US military in Iraq and Syria, and the 188 deaths reported in Afghanistan 
since 2018.
Reports of civilian casualties were often dismissed because surveillance footage was too brief, 
according to The New York Times. Interviews with surviving residents and current and former 
US officials revealed that the American military made little effort to identify patterns of failure, 
and there have been no public assessments which included admission of wrongdoing.
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The New York Times also reported that a secret US strike cell called Talon Anvil was 
responsible for civilian casualties in Syria resulting from air strikes. The unit rushed to destroy 
"enemies" and sidestepped safeguards, circumventing important rules which helped protect 
civilians. Some members of Talon Anvil even refused to participate in strikes targeting people 
who appeared to be innocent bystanders. The majority of the strikes were ordered by relatively 
low-ranking US Army Delta Force commandos in Talon Anvil, and were labeled as defensive 
strikes in order to limit oversight.
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Lockheed Martin Demonstrates AEGIS Radar, Software Integration for Japan - Statement

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Lockheed Martin has carried out a successful 
demonstration of its new radar and software integration program for the AEGIS missile defense 
system designed for use by Japan's Self Defense Forces, the company said in a press release. 
"Lockheed Martin successfully demonstrated the integration of the AN/SPY-7(v)1 radar into the 
Aegis Wsapon System for Japan, executing the processing required to detect, track and 
discriminate ballistic missile threats, and successfully guide interceptors to those threats," the 
release said on Thursday.
Lockheed Martin successfully demonstrated the integration of the AN/SPY-7(v)1 radar into the 
Aegis Weapon System, executing the processing required to detect, track and discriminate 
ballistic missile threats, and successfully guiding interceptors to those threats, the release said. 
"The SPY-7 radar brings superior capability to sea or land-based platforms, utilizing proven 
production technology scaled from the Long Range Discrimination Radar, which recently 
achieved initial fielding in Clear, Alaska” Lockheed Martin Naval Combat and Missile Defense 
Systems Vice President Joe Depietro said in the release.
The company described the successful demonstration of the complete ballistic missile defense 
fire control loop as a critical milestone in the development of the SPY-7 equipped Aegis Combat 
System. The demonstration was witnessed by both the US Missile Defense Agency and the US 
Navy Aegis Technical Representative, the release said.
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Three Police Officers Shot in Texas, Suspect Fled Scene in Mercedes - Houston Police Dept. 
(Updates with additional information in paras 3, 4)
WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Three police officers were shot in an altercation near 
downtown Houston, Texas, by a suspect who fled the scene in a white Mercedes, the Houston 
Police Department (HPD) said in a statement.
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"[Three] HPD officers have been shot in the 2100 block of McGowen St. The suspect fled the 
scene in a white Mercedes and is being sought at this time. Please avoid the area," the Houston 
Police Department said via Twitter on Thursday.
Police commanders are en route to the hospital where the shot officers were taken. All three 
officers are currently in stable condition, HPD said in an update.
Houston Police Chief Troy Finner will provide a briefing on the incident with more details at 
Memorial Hermann Hospital, the HPD added.
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UPDATE - US Envoy to UN Confirms Requesting Open UNSC Meeting on Ukraine Monday - 
Statement
(Adds new details in paras 3-4, background info in para 5)
UNITED NATIONS, January 27 (Sputnik) - US Ambassador to the United Nations Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield confirmed that the mission had requesting an open UN Security Council 
meeting to discuss the situation on Ukraine’s border and said she looks forward to a direct and 
purposeful discussions on Monday.
"Today, after weeks of close consultation with Ukraine and partners on the Security Council, the 
United States called an open meeting of the Security Council to discuss a matter of crucial 
importance to international peace and security: Russia’s threatening behavior against Ukraine 
and the build-up of Russian troops on Ukraine’s borders and in Belarus," Thomas-Greenfield 
said in a statement on Thursday. "The Council’s full attention is needed now, and we look 
forward to direct and purposeful discussion on Monday."
Thomas-Greenfield said the Council must examine the facts and consider the possible 
consequences for Ukraine, Russia and Europe in case of an invasion.
"As we continue our relentless pursuit of diplomacy to de-escalate tensions in the face of this 
serious threat to European and global peace and security, the UN Security Council is a crucial 
venue for diplomacy," she said.
Western nations say they continue to press for a diplomatic solution to the escalating 
Russia-Ukraine tensions, even as American troops were placed on "high alert" for possible 
deployment to Eastern Europe while NATO dispatched additional ships and fighter jets to the 
region. Moscow has repeatedly denied any intent of attacking any country, blaming the West for 
increasing tensions in the region and pointing to NATO's military activities near its borders.
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US Senators Preparing 'Veto-Proof Bill to Boost Anti-Russia Sanctions - Reports
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WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Eight Republican and Democratic senators are 
preparing a new bipartisan, veto- and filibuster-proof bill to impose compulsory economic 
sanctions on Russia and new measures to counter alleged Russian propaganda and 
cyberattacks if Moscow invades Ukraine, Politico reported.
The proposed legislation is already believed to be able to attract the support of well over 67 of 
the 100 members of the US Senate, ensuring it would pass into law even over filibuster 
intended to kill it or over any veto from President Joe Biden, the report said on Thursday.
The text of the new bill has not yet been finalized and it is not certain whether Biden will decide 
to openly support it, the report said.
However, the measure is intended to strengthen Biden's bargaining position in dealing with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, the report added.
The US Senators are additionally exploring ways to increase US military supplies and support 
for Ukraine that already includes the provision of lethal weapons such as Javelin anti-tank 
missiles, according to the report.
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Biden, Ukraine's Zelenskyy Discuss Efforts on European Security - White House

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US and Ukrainian presidents Joe Biden and Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy discussed over the telephone diplomatic efforts on European security and 
underscored the idea that nothing about Ukraine should be done without Ukraine, the White 
House said.
"The leaders discussed coordinated diplomatic efforts on European security, underscoring the 
principle of "nothing about Ukraine without Ukraine," the White House said in a statement on 
Thursday.
Biden relayed to Zelenskyy the United States’ support for conflict resolution efforts in the 
Normandy format, the statement added.
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US Envoy to UN Confirms Requesting UNSC Meeting on Ukraine Monday - Statement

UNITED NATIONS, January 27 (Sputnik) - US Ambassador to the United Nations Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield confirmed that the mission had requesting an open UN Security Council 
meeting to discuss the situation on Ukraine's border and said she looks forward to a direct and 
purposeful discussions on Monday.
"Today, after weeks of close consultation with Ukraine and partners on the Security Council, the 
United States called an open meeting of the Security Council to discuss a matter of crucial
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importance to international peace and security: Russia’s threatening behavior against Ukraine 
and the build-up of Russian troops on Ukraine’s borders and in Belarus," Thomas-Greenfield 
said in a statement on Thursday. "The Council's full attention is needed now, and we look 
forward to direct and purposeful discussion on Monday."
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Biden in Call With Zelenskyy Backed Normandy Format Efforts - White House

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden during a telephone call with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy conveyed the United States' support to resolve the 
Ukraine crisis through the Normandy Format underway in Paris and expressed hope it will also 
help advance the implementation of the Minsk Agreements, the White House said.
"President Biden relayed the United States’ support for conflict resolution efforts in the 
Normandy Format, expressing his hope that the sides’ recommitment on January 26 to the 
terms of the July 2020 ceasefire will help decrease tensions and advance the implementation of 
the Minsk Agreements," the White House said in a press release on Thursday.
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Biden Tells Zelenskyy US Exploring More Macroeconomic Support for Ukraine - White House

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden spoke by phone with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and said that the United States is exploring additional 
macroeconomic support and humanitarian assistance for Ukraine amid tensions with Russia, 
the White House said.
"President Biden noted the United States has provided Ukraine with over half a billion dollars in 
development and humanitarian assistance in the last year, and is exploring additional 
macroeconomic support to help Ukraine’s economy amidst pressure resulting from Russia’s 
military build-up," the White House said in a press release on Thursday.
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US Requests Convening UN Security Council Meeting on Monday to Discuss Ukraine - Source
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UNITED NATIONS, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States has requested the UN Security 
Council hold an open meeting on Monday to address the situation concerning Ukraine, a 
diplomatic source at the United Nations told Sputnik.
"The United States has requested convening a public meeting of the UN Security Council on 
Monday to discuss the situation regarding Ukraine," the source said on Thursday.
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Three Police Officers Shot in Texas, Suspect Fled Scene in Vehicle - Houston Police Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Three police officers were shot in an altercation near 
downtown Houston, Texas, by a suspect who fled the scene in a white Mercedes, the Houston 
Police Department (HPD) said in a statement.
"[Three] HPD officers have been shot in the 2100 block of McGowen St. The suspect fled the 
scene in a white Mercedes and is being sought at this time. Please avoid the area," the Houston 
Police Department said via Twitter on Thursday.
The HPD commanders are en route to the hospital where the shot officers were being taken. 
The severity of the officers' wounds and the motive for the shooting remain unclear at present.
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Denial of Holocaust Sure Sign Its Repetition Remains Possibility - US World War II Veteran

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The denial of the Holocaust in different parts of the 
world, fueled for various reasons, may create the possibility for the tragedy to be repeated in the 
future, US World Vsfar II veteran Frank Cohn told Sputnik.
“Although the Holocaust would seem to represent a prohibition for mankind to never again be 
involved in such murderous acts, the denial of its existence by so many is a sure sign that a 
repetition remains a possibility,” Cohn, 96, said on Thursday.
January 27 marks the Holocaust Remembrance Day. On this day in 1945, the Soviet Red Army 
liberated the Auschwitz concentration camp in Nazi occupied Poland. Auschwitz was the largest 
of the Nazi concentration camps where 1.4 million people died -1.1 million of them were Jews - 
and became one of the main symbols of the Holocaust. In 1947, a museum was built on the 
Auschwitz site that U N ESCO added on its World Heritage List in 1979.
"An economic downturn can threaten the laying of blame again on Jews or on some other 
specified group and acts to eradicate the alleged perpetrators may again come into action,” 
Cohn said.
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Cohn said he was born in 1925 in a Jewish family in Germany. After the Nazis came to the 
power in the 1930s, he faced outright discrimination together with other Jews.
Decades later, Cohn said he considers many of the developments at that time that saved his life 
to be miracles despite the fact that at the time the situation seemed hopeless.
"I will say that I am among the luckiest people to be still alive. It did not start well, but all that 
seemed to be misfortunes turned into saving events,” Cohn said.
The problems began when Cohn’s father lost his store after the Nazis started picketing it to put 
pressure on consumers not to purchase products from Jews.
“\Ne thought that this was a great misfortune - but it wasn't. Had he kept the store, it would have 
been an anchor and we would not have left Germany [for the United States] when we did,” 
Cohen said.
Cohn said his journey to the United States turned out to be another miracle story when early 
troubles eventually became blessings. His father was the only one able to flew out of Germany 
and could not communicate with the family. When the Nazi secret police Gestapo came to 
inquire about him in Germany, he decided to remain in the United States.
“Next, my mother was able to get a visitors visa even though my father was already in the 
United States, which was a sure sign that she would be a refugee and not a visitor, but without 
computers this was not noticed," Cohn said.
Cohn said his mother was forced to bribe a US Consulate employee to add him on her visa.
“The greatest miracle was the timing of our arrival in the United States. We arrived in New York 
on October 30, 1938 and ten days later, on November 9, 1938 was Crystal Night, a catastrophic 
event for the Jews in Germany. However, it empowered President [Franklin] Roosevelt to issue 
an Executive Order which precluded forcing anyone to return to Germany, something which had 
threatened us. The Executive Order saved us,” Cohn said.
At the end of World War II, Cohn said he returned to Germany as a US soldier and participated 
in the historical meeting with the US and Soviet troops at the Elbe River in April of 1945. Cohn 
also said he liberated one concentration camp but never entered the premises.
Cohns said his mother asked him to go to Berlin and seek his sister.
"I had a chance to go to Berlin to deliver some classified documents and checked with the Red 
Cross. Their lists revealed that she had been deported to Theresienstadt and hence to 
Auschwitz, where she obviously was killed,” he said. “It was not until I returned to the United 
States in May 1946 that I found out about the millions killed in concentration camps and that 11 
of my extended family members had died in that fashion.”
Asked if a Holocaust can occur again, Cohn pointed out to human right abuses on racial basis 
in different countries, including in China and Myanmar.
“It seems that the world has not learned and some of our citizens have also not,” he said. 
“Education seems to be the only possible tool to change the situation and we obviously we have 
not yet found the right formula. I hope we find it!”
The Holocaust, or the Shoah, is the genocide of European Jews by Nazi Germany and its 
satellite states from the late 1930s until 1945 that resulted in the death of around six million 
Jews.
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US Coast Guard to End Search With 5 Dead, 34 Missing in Florida Boat Capsize - Captain

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The US Coast Guard found a total of five bodies from a 
boat that capsized off Florida and plan to suspend the operation at sunset with 34 migrants still 
missing, Captain Jo-Ann Burdian said at a press briefing.
"We have found four deceased bodies in the last 24 hours, bringing the total to five deceased 
bodies we've recovered inside our search area," Burdian said on Thursday. "I have come to the 
most difficult portion of when to cease actively searching... at sunset this evening, we will 
suspend active searching."
Burdian, captain of the coast guard's Miami sector, said in making the decision she balanced 
unseen weather conditions, the number of people who went into the water, and the confidence 
they have. She said the victims in this case have been in the water since Saturday evening. 
Burdian said that if the Coast Guard receives additional information that helps the operation, the 
search could resume. She also said the Coast Guard will continue to keep a robust on-water 
presence with its partners.
The search party recovered one body earlier in the week and the lone survivor spotted on the 
hull of the capsized vessel was rescued by a passing Good Samaritan who took him ashore 
where he was given medical attention, Burdian said. The survivor told authorities that 40 people 
left Bimini in the Bahamas on Saturday night and said the vessel they were in capsized during 
rough weather. None of them wore a safety jacket.
Anthony Salisbury, special-agent-in-charge with the US Department of Homeland Security also 
spoke at Thursday’s press briefing. He said the tragedy stems from a suspected human 
smuggling operation gone awry and asked the public and family members to call in to a DHS tip 
line so that investigators can identify, arrest and prosecute the people who facilitated or profited 
from the venture.
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Biden, Norwegian Prime Minister Discuss Situation Around Ukraine, Russia - White House

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden met with Norwegian Prime 
Minister Jonas Gahr Store in Washington to discuss a range of issues, including joint efforts to 
address the alleged Russian aggression against Ukraine, the White House said.
"President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. met today in \Afeshington with Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store 
of Norway,” the White House said in a press release on Thursday. "The two discussed joint 
efforts, including through NATO and the OSCE, to address Russia’s destabilizing military 
buildup along Ukraine’s borders.”
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The two leaders also discussed the US-Norway partnership in view of the most pressing 
international issues, such as the COVID-19 pandemic and provision of humanitarian support for 
Afghanistan, the release said.
Prime Minister Store also met with US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan, the release 
added.
The United States and its European allies have accused Russia of planning to invade Ukraine. 
However, Russia has repeatedly dismissed the claims, saying it does not plan to attack any 
country. In addition, Moscow has warned that NATO's actions near its borders represent a 
national security threat and it reserves the right to move troops within Russia's sovereign 
territory.
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Sherman Discusses Ukraine-Russia Situation With NATO, OSCE Officials - US State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman 
discussed by telephone with top NATO and OSCE officials the situation between Russia and 
Ukraine, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout of the conversation. 
Sherman spoke with NATO Deputy Secretary General Mircea Geoana, OSCE Secretary 
General Helga Schmid, European External Action Service (EEAS) Secretary General Stefa no 
Sannino and OSCE Chairmanship-in-Office representative Pawel Jablonski, according to the 
readout on Thursday.
Price explained that the participants discussed the US and NATO written responses to Russia’s 
security proposals as well as the continued OSCE and EU engagement and the ongoing 
commitment to diplomacy.
"They agreed on the importance of continued close coordination and unity in the face of 
Russia’s unprovoked military buildup on Ukraine’s borders," Price said.
The discussion took place after the United States and NATO delivered written response to 
Russia regarding the latter’s security proposals. US officials said the discussions are a real 
opportunity to advance Euro-Atlantic security.
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US Airborne Divisions Among Units on High Alert for Possible Deployment to Europe - Kirby

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Several US Army Airborne divisions are among the 
military units placed on high alert for possible deployment to Eastern Europe should the 
situation over Ukraine escalates, Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said.
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"These units include elements of the 82nd Airborne Division based at Fort Bragg, which 
regularly maintains high readiness, as well as elements of the 18th Airborne Corps who are also 
based at Fort Bragg," Kirby said during a press briefing on Thursday. "Additionally, from Fort 
Campbell, elements of the 101st Airborne Division and from Fort Carson, Colorado, elements of 
the Fourth Infantry Division have been placed on increased readiness."
Kirby added that other units placed on high alert are located at Davis Monthan Air Force Base, 
Fort Hood, McChord Air Force Base, Fort Polk, Robins Air Force Base, Fort Stewart, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, among others.
Kirby added that these military units include aviation support, logistics support, medical support 
and combat formations.
US President Joe Biden said earlier this week that he does not intend to send any US forces in 
Ukraine.
Moscow has repeatedly dismissed claims by the United States and its European allies, including 
Kiev, alleging that Russia plans to invade Ukraine. Russia has warned that NATO's actions 
near its borders represent a national security threat and it reserves the right to move troops 
within its own sovereign territory.
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US Ready to Engage in Serious, Sustained Diplomacy With North Korea - State Dept. 
WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States is ready to engage in serious and 
sustained diplomacy with North Korea and continues to take action to prevent the latter from 
acquiring weapons of mass destruction and ballistic missiles, the State Department said on 
Thursday, following Pyongyang's latest projectile launches.
"We are continuing to take action alongside the international community to prevent the 
advancement of the DPRK’s WMD [weapons of mass destruction] and ballistic missile programs 
following recent launches," spokesman Ned Price told a press briefing. "We remain prepared to 
engage in serious and sustained diplomacy just as we continue to take very seriously the 
provocations that we've seen from the DPRK."
Washington has no hostile intent toward North Korea, continues to seek dialogue and is 
prepared to meet with the country’s leadership without preconditions, Price added.
The US still has not received any response from Pyongyang to the proposal to engage 
constructively, the official noted
North Korea has conducted six missile launches earlier this month, including tests of alleged 
hypersonic missiles. The latest launch took place on Thursday.
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WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) -

RUSSIA'S SECURITY GUARANTE PROPOSALS
* The United States hopes that Russian President Vladimir Putin will see a chance for a legacy 
of security and arms control, rather than a legacy of war in the Western response to Moscow’s 
security proposals, Under Secretary of State Victoria Nuland said on Thursday.
* Russian President Vladimir Putin was handed over the response of the United States to 
Moscow's proposals on security guarantees, Kremlin spokesman Dmirty Peskov said.
* The United States, in its response to Russia’s proposals on security guarantees, left the main 
question about non-expansion of NATO to the east unanswered, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov said.
* The United States' response to Russia's proposals on security guarantees needs to be 
analyzed, there is no need to rush with conclusions, Peskov said.

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* US diplomats are optimistic about negotiations to resolve tensions between Ukraine and 
Russia and are willing to exhaust every opportunity to resolve the situation through diplomatic 
means, Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Victoria Nuland said on Thursday.
* After 10 days of silence, Ukrainian security forces fired at the self-proclaimed Luhansk 
People's Republic (LPR), killing a member of the people's militia, LPR military spokesman 
Alexander Mazeikin told reporters.
* Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy positively assessed the meeting of Normandy 
Format political advisers, saying that an unconditional and reliable ceasefire in Donbas must be 
observed in order to take next steps.
* Russia expects a meeting of Normandy Four political advisers in Berlin to find solutions to the 
conflict resolution in Ukraine, the deputy director of the Russian foreign ministry's Information 
and Press Department Alexey Zaytsev, said.

VIOLENCE AT TAJIK-KYRGYZ BORDER
* During an armed incident on the Tajik-Kyrgyz border on the Isfara-Batken road, a resident of 
the Tajik village of Khoji Alo died from a gunshot wound, the mayor's office of the city of Isfara 
told Sputnik.
* Tajikistan continues to pull the military and heavy equipment to the Kyrgyz border, the Kyrgyz 
Border Service told Sputnik.
* The number of people injured in the shooting on the Tajik-Kyrgyz border increased to six, all 
are citizens of Tajikistan, Sputnik Tajikistan reported.
* Dushanbe is considering the actions of Kyrgyz border guards during the recent incident as an 
act of aggression on its territory, a Tajik security source told Sputnik.

RUSSIA-WEST RELATIONS
* The United States stands ready for bilateral talks with Russia as well as for negotiations within 
NATO and OSCE, Nuland said.
* Russia is determined to continue dialogue with Western countries, but will firmly defend its 
position and national interests, Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin said.
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* NATO intention to send additional forces to the Eastern flank creates a negative atmosphere in 
negotiations on security guarantees, the deputy director of the Russian foreign ministry's 
Information and Press Department, Alexey Zaytsev, said.
* The United States has failed to ensure security in the territories in northeastern Syria that are 
under its control, Zaytsev said.

AFGHANISTAN
* Moscow regards contacts with the Taliban (under UN sanctions for terrorism) in Norway as a 
step towards their recognition, Alexey Zaytsev, the deputy director of the Russian Foreign 
Ministry's information and press department, said on Thursday.
* Moscow is ready to organize negotiations between the Taliban (under UN sanctions for 
terrorism) and other representatives of the Afghan society, Zaytsev said.

RUSSIA-TURKEY RELATIONS
* Russian President Vladimir Putin’s visit to Turkey is expected and it may take place after his 
trip to China, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said on Thursday.
* Turkey is ready to host a meeting between Russia and Ukraine in the Minsk format and 
provide all the necessary support, Cavusoglu said.
* Ankara wants Russia-NATO dialogue to continue after the alliance's response to Moscow's 
proposals on security guarantees, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said.
* Putin accepted the invitation of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to visit Turkey and 
will go as soon as the epidemiological situation permits, Putin's spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
said.
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Pentagon Says No Decision Made to Pull Out Florida National Guard Troops From Ukraine

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has made no 
decision to pull out the Florida National Guard troops who are in Ukraine serving as military 
advisers, Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said on Thursday.
"There’s been no decision at this point to change their mission or their status, their posture 
inside Ukraine," Kirby said during a press briefing. "The members of the Florida National Guard 
are still there in an advisory and training capacity."
Kirby noted that there are less than 200 members of the Florida National Guard in Ukraine.
If a decision is reached to remove the US troops from Ukraine, the Defense Department will be 
able to remove them in an expeditious manner, Kirby said.
The United States and its European allies have accused Russia of planning to invade Ukraine. 
However, Russia has repeatedly dismissed the claims, saying it does not plan to attack any 
country. In addition, Moscow has warned that NATO’s actions near its borders represent a 
national security threat and it reserves the right to move troops within Russia's sovereign 
territory.
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US Does Not Hinder Flow of Humanitarian Aid to Afghanistan - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States is doing everything possible to 
facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan and does not do 
anything to hinder the flow of such aid into the country, State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said on Thursday.
"We want to be very clear to the international community that not only are we not standing in the 
way of the provision of much needed humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people, but we are 
doing everything we can to facilitate the flow of vital assistance and support to the Afghan 
people,” Price said during a press briefing.
The United States has committed $308 million to the people of Afghanistan earlier this month 
bringing the total humanitarian assistance to more than half a billion dollars since mid-August 
alone, Price noted.
Price claims the United States remains a humanitarian leader with respect to Afghanistan and 
will continue to be one while the scale of the crisis in the country continues to be enormous and 
requires a global response.
The Afghan economy has been crumbling since the Taliban takeover and withdrawal of foreign 
troops last fall. The country's foreign assets were frozen and a number of countries and 
organizations refused to cooperate with the Taliban. The WHO and other United Nations 
agencies have pledged to continue humanitarian help to the people of Afghanistan regardless of 
political circumstances.
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White House Says Berlin's Refusal to Supply Arms to Kiev Does Not Undermine Unity

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The White House does not believe that Germany's 
refusal to allow arms supplies to Ukraine undercuts unity among allies, spokeswoman Jen Psaki 
said on Thursday, adding that unity does not require identical positions.
On Saturday, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry summoned German Ambassador Anka Feldhusen 
to express disappointment over Berlin's refusal to supply Kiev with arms. Shipments of arms will 
not ease the conflict in eastern Ukraine, Germany explained. Media also reported that Berlin is 
blocking its NATO ally Estonia from transferring German-made military equipment to Ukraine as 
the latter seeks to bolster its armed forces against Russia.
"Our view is that unity does not mean [being] identical and that there are a range of capacities, 
capabilities, legal authorities that different countries have, and what is most important is being
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united against the bellicose rhetoric, the buildup of troops and the potential of Russia invading 
the sovereign country of Ukraine. We have found Germany to be very much united with us in 
that effort as we have found with other European countries," Psaki said when asked if the US 
believes Germany should stop blocking Estonia's transfer of weapons to Ukraine and if it 
undermines unity.
Tensions over Ukraine have increased in recent months. The West and Kiev accuse Russia of 
allegedly preparing to invade. Moscow denies this, and maintains that it has no intention of 
attacking any country, adding that the allegations serve as a pretext for expanding the alliance's 
military presence and deploying more troops to Eastern Europe.
Russia stresses its right to move troops within its own territory and warns that arms supplies to 
Kiev may encourage the latter to use them against the breakaway Russian-speaking region of 
Donbas.
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US Trying to Accelerate New Military Aid Deliveries to Ukraine - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States is trying to speed up its deliveries of 
the $200 million worth of security assistance approved for Ukraine in December, Defense 
Department spokesperson John Kirby said on Thursday.
"We are just at the beginning of a whole new package of assistance material," Kirby said during 
a press briefing. "There's been three shipments, there are more that will be coming, we're trying 
to see if we can accelerate them." Kirby declined to reveal what is in every shipment but said it 
includes lethal and non-lethal assistance designed to help Ukraine defend itself.
Ukraine received the first shipments of the US security aid earlier this week, which included 
Javelin anti-tank missiles.
The increase in military assistance to Kiev comes amid increased tensions over Ukraine and 
claims by the United States and its European allies that Russia is planning to invade Ukraine. 
Moscow has repeatedly dismissed the West's claims, saying it has no plans to attack any 
country. In addition, Russia has warned that NATO's actions near its borders represent a 
national security threat and it reserves the right to move troops within its own sovereign territory.
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White House Says Ukraine Will Need Humanitarian Aid in Case of Conflict
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WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Ukraine will be in enormous need of humanitarian 
assistance in case of a Russian aggression, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said on 
Thursday.
"If Russia invades [Ukraine], that would exacerbate existing humanitarian needs stemming from 
these years of conflict," Psaki told a briefing.
There have been huge humanitarian challenges in Ukraine, she noted.
Tensions around Ukraine have intensified over the past several months after Russia was 
accused of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and allegedly preparing for an invasion. 
Russia has repeatedly rejected the accusations, saying it has no intention of attacking any 
country. Moscow says the claims of a "Russian aggression" are used as a pretext to deploy 
more NATO military equipment near Russia's borders and facilitate the alliance's further 
expansion eastward, which the country considers a national security threat.
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US to Exhaust Every Chance to Resolve Russia-Ukraine Crisis Through Diplomacy - Nuland

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US diplomats are optimistic about negotiations to 
resolve tensions between Ukraine and Russia and are willing to exhaust every opportunity to 
resolve the situation through diplomatic means, Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs 
Victoria Nuland said on Thursday.
"We’re diplomats, which makes us optimists. It means that we will exhaust every opportunity to 
resolve this through diplomacy, to resolve this through negotiation, and that’s what we’re doing 
now," Nuland told a press briefing in response to a question about where the State Department 
stands in terms of optimism about the situation.
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US Hopes Putin to See Chance for Legacy of Security, Arms Control in Washington's Response

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States hopes that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin will see a chance for a legacy of security and arms control, rather than a legacy 
of war in the Western response to Moscow’s security proposals, Under Secretary of State 
Victoria Nuland said on Thursday.
"The most important thing we heard from Moscow today is that the documents [US response to 
Russia’s security proposals] are with President [Vladimir] Putin, that he is studying them and we 
hope he will see here a real opportunity for a legacy of security and arms control rather than a 
legacy of war," Nuland told a press briefing.
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US to Work With Germany to Block Nord Stream 2 if Russia 'Invades' Ukraine - Nuland

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States is going to work with Germany to 
make sure that the Nord Stream 2 pipeline does not move forward should Russia decide to 
"invade" Ukraine, Under Secretary of State Victoria Nuland said on Thursday.
"If Russia invades Ukraine, one way or another Nord Stream 2 will not move forward. We have 
had extensive consultations at every level with our German allies," Nuland told a press briefing. 
"We will work with Germany to ensure that the pipeline does not move forward,"
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US Ready for Bilateral, NATO Talks Wth Russia - Nuland

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States stands ready for bilateral talks with 
Russia as well as for negotiations within NATO and OSCE, Under Secretary of State for Political 
Affairs Victoria Nuland said On Thursday.
"From where we’re standing, the ball is in their [Russia’s] court. But we are ready for talks 
bilaterally, NATO-Russia, OSCE whenever they are ready," Nuland said during a press briefing.
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US Considers Russia’s Participation in Normandy Talks in Paris a ’Good Thing' ~ Nuland

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) ~ The United States considers Russia’s participation in 
Normandy format talks in Paris earlier this week a "good thing" for the implementation of the 
Minsk agreements on the conflict resolution to the Donbas conflict, Under Secretary of State for 
Political Affairs Victoria Nuland said in Thursday.
On Wsdnesday, Normandy-format political advisers met in Paris. They agreed that a ceasefire 
in Donbas must be observed unconditionally, and agreed on a joint communique for the first 
time since December 2019.
"We believe that the Normandy Format is the best format for implementing the Minsk 
agreements ... So it is a good thing that Russia chose to go to the table there and we hope that
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they will similarly choose to go to the table on all of the other issues," Nuland told a press 
briefing.
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US Hopes Moscow Will Study Written Response, Come Back to Table - Nuland

‘WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States hopes that Moscow will study the 
written responses provided by the US and NATO to their security proposals and come back to 
the table for further dialogue, Under Secretary of State Victoria Nuland said on Thursday.
“We hope Moscow will study what we have offered them and come back to the table ~ back to 
the bilateral table with the US, back to the NATO-Russia Council and to the OSCE," Nuland told 
a press briefing.
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US Believes Its Responses to Russia Offer Real Chance for Euro-Atlantic Security - Nuland

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States believes that its written responses to 
Russian security proposals provide a real chance for Euro-Atlantic security improvements, 
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Victoria Nuland said on Thursday.
“V\fe believe that these responses offer a real opportunity for security improvement across the 
Euro-Atlantic area if Moscow chooses the path of diplomacy rather than that of conflict or 
sabotage," Nuland told a press briefing.
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US Pursuing Diplomacy Wth Russia Seriously, Intends to Leave Path Open - White House

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States is pursuing diplomacy with Russia 
seriously and intends to leave this path open, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on 
Thursday.
"We are certainly pursuing diplomacy with a level of seriousness and an intention in leaving that 
door open and pursuing that path should they [Russia] be open to it," Psaki told a press briefing.
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Michigan School Shooting Suspect to Plead Insanity, Undergo Evaluation - Court Filing

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Michigan school shooting suspect Ethan Crumbley will 
plead insanity as a defense in the case brought against him for allegedly killing four students 
and wounding several others at the Oxford High School in the US state of Michigan last 
November, a court document said on Thursday.
"Please take notice that pursuant to MCL 769.20a, the Defendant Ethan Crumbley, intends to 
assert the defense of insanity at the time of the alleged offense and gives notice of his intention 
to claim such a defense,” the court filing, signed by Crumbley’s attorneys, said.
Crumbley, 15, is being charged with murder and terrorism for his alleged actions. His parents, 
James and Jennifer Crumbley, are also being charged with four counts of involuntary 
manslaughter each for their alleged role in obtaining the gun for Ethan and failing to prevent the 
shooting.
Crumbley is held at an adult detention facility in accordance with a decision by Judge Nancy 
Carniak, who said he could pose a threat to other juveniles.
The court will respond to Crumbley’s insanity plea with an order to undergo psychiatric 
evaluation within 60 days to determine whether the plea is credible, according to Michigan state 
law.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 

Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

White House Confirms Biden to Speak With Zelenskyy Shortly

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will speak to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy later on Thursday, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki 
confirmed during a press briefing.
"It [the phone call] is happening this afternoon, and I expect we'll have a readout of that as soon 
as it happens," Psaki said.
Psaki added that the conversation was part of regular US engagement with the Ukrainian 
government and would be more of a "check-in call" with no specific announcements expected.
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US School Board Criticized for Removing Holocaust Book From Curriculum - Reports
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WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - A school board in the US state of Tennessee is being 
criticized on International Holocaust Remembrance Day by the author of the graphic novel 
"Maus” and by others for its decision to remove the Holocaust-centered book from its 
eighth-grade curriculum, CNBC said on Thursday in a report and interview with the author.
"I’m kind of baffled by this,” author Art Spiegelman said, calling the school board’s decision 
"Orwellian.”
Spiegelman’s graphic novel was removed from the curriculum by the McMinn County School 
Board on January 10 in a unanimous vote due to concerns about the book’s use of profanity and 
its depiction of female nudity.
"Maus” depicts events surrounding Nazi Germany and the Holocaust using anthropomorphized 
animals to depict various groups of people, including Jews as mice, Poles as pigs and Germans 
as cats. It is based on Spiegalman’s talks with his own father, who was a Holocaust survivor, 
and won a 1992 Pulitzer Prize.
Russian stores in 2015 began removing the book from the shelves due to its use of Nazi 
imagery, including the swastika, which could violate Russian laws banning Nazi propaganda.
At the time, Spiegelman said banning his book is a real shame because it is a book about 
memory and "we don’t want cultures to erase memory.”
Earlier on Thursday, US President Joe Biden said in a statement that schools must teach the 
Holocaust accurately and push back against attempts to ignore, deny, distort and revise history. 
Holocaust Remembrance Day is celebrated on January 27 - the day upon which the Soviet Red 
Army in 1945 liberated the Auschwitz concentration camp in occupied Poland, which became 
one of the main symbols of the Holocaust due to the large number of people killed there by the 
Nazis between 1941 and 1945.
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UN Chief Encourages Using Agreed Channels to Settle Ukraine-Russia Crisis - Spokesperson

UNITED NATIONS, January 27 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres encourages 
Russia and Ukraine to use the agreed upon channels and diplomatic frameworks to resolve the 
ongoing border standoff, United Nations spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said on Thursday.
"The Secretary-General was very clear that he did not believe there would be a military conflict," 
Dujarric said during a press briefing. "His encouragement privately and publicly has been for 
more diplomacy: there are agreed channels, frameworks, all sorts of methods for diplomacy and 
they should be used."
Dujarric also said the UN Secretary-General has been following the issue very closely and has 
been engaged with the relevant ambassadors to the United Nations.
\Afestern countries have recently accused Russia of a military build-up along the border with 
Ukraine, seeing it as a preparation for invasion. Moscow, however, denied the allegations and 
said that it does not intend to launch a military operation against any country.
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Moscow has pointed to NATO's military activity near Russia's borders and offered a set of 
proposals on mutual security guarantees in Europe to the United States and NATO. The latter 
provided a private written response to Moscow's proposals on Wednesday.
Earlier on Thursday, Germany announced it will host the next meeting in the Normandy Format 
in two weeks in Berlin to find solutions to the conflict resolution in Ukraine.
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin said later Russia is determined to continue dialogue 
with Western countries, but will firmly defend its position and national interests.
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Biden Says Plans to Announce Nominee to US Supreme Court by End of February

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden on Thursday promised to announce 
his nominee to fill the US Supreme Court vacancy after justice Stephen Breyer revealed his 
plans to retire.
“It is my intention to announce my decision before the end of February. I have made no choice 
at this point. Once I select the nominee, I'll ask the Senate to move promptly on my choice,” 
Biden said while delivering remarks on Breyer's retirement.
Biden reiterated again his intention to nominate the first black woman to become a Supreme 
Court justice.
In a letter to Biden, Breyer noted that his retirement would be contingent on his successor being 
nominated and then confirmed by the US Senate before he steps down.
On Wednesday, US media reported that Breyer had decided to retire after serving almost 28 
years on the high court. He had been appointed to the Supreme Court by then-President Bill 
Clinton.
Breyer at age 83 is the oldest serving member on the Supreme Court and one of the only three 
liberals on the nine-member body.
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Breyer Confirms to Biden His Retirement at End of Current US Supreme Court Term - Letter

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Justice Stephen Breyer said on Thursday that he will 
retire from the US Supreme Court at the end of its current term in either June or July, assuming 
his successor has been nominated and confirmed.
"I am writing to tell you that I have decided to retire from regular active judicial service as an 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States,” Breyer said in a letter to
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President Joe Biden. "I intend this decision to take effect when the Court rises for the summer 
recess this year (typically late June or early July)."
Breyer said his retirement would be contingent on his successor being nominated and then 
confirmed by the US Senate before he steps down.
On Wadnesday, US media reported that Breyer had decided to retire after serving almost 28 
years on the high court. He had been appointed to the Supreme Court by then-President Bill 
Clinton.
Breyer at age 83 is the oldest serving member on the Supreme Court and one of the only three 
liberals on the nine-member body.
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NASA Says Looks Forward to Welcoming Russian Cosmonauts for Scheduled Training

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - NASA looks forward to welcoming Russian cosmonauts 
for their scheduled training at the agency’s Johnson Space Center in Texas, the agency told 
Sputnik.
"NASA looks forward to welcoming our international partner cosmonauts for their scheduled 
training at the agency’s Johnson Space Center," the statement said.
On Wednesday, the Russian state space agency, Roscosmos, said that the United States 
issued a visa to Russian cosmonaut Nikolai Chub, who will undergo training in Texas before his 
flight to the International Space Station, after refusing him one last week.
Anna Kikina, Russia's only active female cosmonaut, also received a visa for training. 
Roscosmos wants to send Kikina to space aboard a US Crew Dragon spacecraft in 2022.
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UN Concerned by North Korea’s Projectile Launches, Calls for Talks

UNITED NATIONS, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United Nations is concerned about North 
Korea's recent projectile launches and calls for relaunching diplomatic talks toward the full 
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on Thursday. 
Earlier in the day, North Korea fired two unidentified projectiles toward the Sea of Japan. After 
that, the Kyodo news agency reported that the projectiles landed outside Japan's exclusive 
economic zone.
"This series of launches of various projectiles is of great concern to us and yet again another 
reminder to renew the diplomatic talks and to lead to what we want as an end result to complete 
and verifiable denuclearization," Dujarric told a press briefing.
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Number of US Jobless Claims Decreases for First Time in 4 Weeks - Labor Dept.

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - US unemployment claims fell for the first time in four 
weeks as policy-makers continued to struggle for consistent jobs growth almost two years into 
the coronavirus pandemic, Labor Department data showed Thursday.
"In the week ending January 22, the advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was 
260,000, a decrease of 30,000 from the previous week's revised level," the Labor Department 
said in a news release. Claims for jobless benefits rose in three previous weeks, reaching a 
three month high for the week ended January 15.
The Labor Department will be reporting employment numbers for all of January in the non-farm 
payrolls report due on February 4.
After staggering unemployment triggered by the novel coronavirus measures in 2020, the labor 
market picked up last year, showing a jobless rate of 3.9% in December from a record high of 
14.8% in April of 2020. The Federal Reserve regards a jobless rate of 4% or below as 
"maximum employment.”
However, jobs growth has not been even, with gains for some months coming in way below 
economists' expectations.
That has complicated the task of the Federal Reserve, which is closely watching numbers on 
employment as well as those on inflation, to determine the timing and gravity of the first 
pandemic-era interest rate hike. The US central bank slashed rates to almost zero after the 
outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic in March of 2020, and has kept them there since.
The Federal Reserve now says the United States needs a series of rate hikes to counter 
inflation, as prices have soared from the lows of the pandemic due to trillions of dollars of 
federal relief spending, higher wage payouts and supply chain disruptions. The Federal 
Reserve’s target for inflation is 2% per year. But the US Consumer Price Index, an important 
barometer for inflation, grew by 7% in the year to December, expanding at its fastest rate since 
1982.
Aside from shifting job numbers, the United States is experiencing one of the greatest 
transformations of its employment market as the pandemic measures upended labor supply and 
work trends, putting employees’ demands above those of employers.
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US in ‘Ballpark’ of Nuclear Deal With Iran, But Talks Could Collapse 'Very Soon’ - NSC
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WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States is within sight of an agreement with 
Iran to return to compliance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), but there is 
every chance that the talks could fail at any moment, National Security Council Middle East 
Coordinator Brett McGurk said on Thursday.
’’We're basically now in negotiations back to where we were at the end of last summer, which 
means there's a chance for a deal, and there's also a pretty good chance there's not going to be 
a deal, and I will tell you we are prepared for either scenario," McGurk said during an interview 
with the Carnegie Endowment. "Ws're in the ballpark of a possible deal, but again, I'm not going 
to put odds on it. There’s a very good chance these talks collapse very soon and then we’re 
going to shift to something else. We’re ready for that."
JCPOA negotiations resumed n Vienna in December, with expectations that they will conclude 
sometime in the end of January or start of February.
However, the situation is on the verge of a "nuclear crisis" given Iran’s nuclear program 
advancements, McGurk said. It is getting to the point where Iran would have enough fissile 
material to be able to divert material for a weapons program without detection, which is an 
"extremely serious situation," McGurk added.
US and Israeli officials on Wednesday held a virtual meeting to discuss alternative options to 
consider should current diplomatic efforts fail to revive the JCPOA, the White House said.
Iran signed the JCPOA alongside Russia, China, the United Kingdom, the European Union, 
France, Germany and the US in 2015. The Trump administration withdrew from the deal in 2018 
and enacted hardline policies against Iran, prompting the latter to largely abandon its obligations 
under the deal.
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US State of Oklahoma Executes Man Who Killed 2 Women During Robbery - Attorney General

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The US state of Oklahoma executed death row inmate 
Donald Grant for murdering two women during a robbery at a hotel in 2001, Oklahoma Attorney 
General John O'Connor said on Thursday.
"The State’s execution of Donald Grant was carried out with zero complications at 10:16 this 
morning," O'Connor said in a statement. "Justice is now served for Brenda McElyea, Suzette 
Smith, and the people of Oklahoma."
Grant was executed by lethal injection, the third in Oklahoma since the practice resumed in the 
state last year.
Grant, 46, killed McLeyea, the manager of the hotel, and Smith, the front desk clerk, during a 
robbery to bail his girlfriend out of jail, according to media reports.
Experts for Grant's defense attorneys diagnosed him as schizophrenic but the state's experts 
claimed the diagnosis was false.
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UNICEF Sending Staff, Supplies to Mozambique Hit by Tropical Storm

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - UNICEF said on Thursday it is sending emergency 
teams and much-needed supplies to help children and families affected by a tropical storm that 
hit Mozambique earlier in the month.
"UNICEF is deploying staff and preparing medical and nutrition supplies, water, sanitation and 
hygiene kits, as well as setting up temporary learning spaces to support children and families 
affected by Tropical Storm Ana, which made landfall on central and northern Mozambique on 24 
January," the UN Children’s Fund said.
The UN agency estimates that more than 45,000 people, including 23,000 women and children, 
across six provinces are likely in need of humanitarian assistance. The storm caused floods and 
damaged about 10,500 homes as well as public infrastructure, including bridges, powerlines, 
schools, water systems, and health facilities.
UNICEF needs $3.5 million to address the immediate needs of those affected by the disaster, 
the statement said.
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Last Group of Afghan Refugees Depart Base in US State of New Mexico - Homeland Security

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The last group of refugees from Afghanistan left a base 
in the US state of New Mexico where they were temporarily housed and resettled in the United 
States, the Department of Homeland Security announced on Thursday.
"Yesterday, the last group of Afghan nationals temporarily housed at Holloman Air Force Base, 
New Mexico as part of Operation Allies Welcome (OAW) departed the base," the , the 
Department of Homeland Security said in a statement.
The base is one of four venues used by the Department of Homeland Security that is supporting 
the resettlement of Afghan nationals, the statement said.
"With the completion of operations at Holloman AFB, we have now helped more than 66,000 
Afghan evacuees begin their new lives in the United States," Operation Allies Welcome Senior 
Response Official Robert Fenton Jr. said.
The Department of Homeland Security added that as of January 27, the US government has 
welcomed more than 76,000 Afghans to the country.
In August, the Taliban (under United Nations sanctions for terrorism) seized most of Afghanistan 
and entered Kabul, causing the Afghan government to collapse. Many countries have 
evacuated their citizens and diplomatic personnel from Afghanistan due to the precarious
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security situation, and some have pledged to take in a number of Afghan refugees who helped 
US and Coalition forces during the 20-year war.
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US \Atorks With Russia in Syria Despite Tremendous Differences’ - NSC Middle East Chief

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States finds ways to work with Russia in 
Syria despite tremendous differences between the two nations, National Security Council Middle 
East Coordinator Brett McGurk said on Thursday.
"The Russian intervention in Syria was significant. They’re there. They’ve been in Syria. They 
were in Syria in the Cold War... It’s nothing particularly new," McGurk said during an interview 
with the Carnegie Endowment. "We find ways to work with the Russians where we can, but we 
have tremendous differences, so that’s something that’s not going to change."
UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen on Wednesday called on Security Council members 
including the US and Russia to engage in serious diplomatic discussions about the Syrian 
conflict. Russian UN Deputy Permanent Representative Dmitry Polyanskiy likewise on 
Wednesday called for the UNSC to convene to discuss recent developments in the conflict.
The Islamic State terror group (IS, banned in Russia) on January 20 attacked a prison in the 
Syrian city of Al-Hasakah in order to free imprisoned terrorists. Many terrorists managed to 
escape the prison while others barricaded themselves inside with hostages. The United States 
provided the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces airstrike support as they dealt with the 
prison break.
On Thursday, the Russian Foreign Ministry said that both the US and the Kurdish authorities on 
the ground have proved incapable of ensuring security in the territories in northeastern Syria 
under their control.
The US-led coalition of more than 60 nations has been carrying out airstrikes and other 
operations against the IS terrorist group in Syria since September 2014. The American military 
is stationed in the provinces of Hasakah and Deir ez-Zor without consent from Damascus, 
controlling territories with the largest oil and gas fields.
Russia has been involved in the anti-terror operation in Syria since September 2015 at the 
request of President Bashar Assad.
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Islamic State, Al-Qaeda Terror Groups Remain Real Challenge in Syria - NSC Official
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WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The Islamic State and al-Qaeda terror groups (banned in 
Russia) remain a real challenge in Syria and for that reason US forces remain on the ground 
there, National Security Council Middle East Coordinator Brett McGurk said on Thursday.
"The ISIS [Islamic State], al-Qaeda challenge in Syria remains real. That is why we’re there, 
that’s why we have the US forces on the ground,” McGurk said during an interview with the 
Carnegie Endowment.
On January 20, the Islamic State attacked the Al-Sina’a prison in Al-Hasakah in order to free 
captured terrorists detained at the facility. Many terrorists managed to escape while others 
barricaded themselves inside the facility with hostages.
The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) on Tuesday reported that as many as 550 Islamic State 
terrorists surrendered during raids on barricaded buildings. Over 10,000 soldiers were mobilized 
to fight the terrorists with assistance of US-led international coalition support.
Russia requested on Wednesday that the UN Security Council convenes to discuss the recent 
Islamic State attacks in Syria over concerns about the overall security situation in the country.
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US to Issue 20,000 More Visas for Non-Agricultural Workers in First Half of 2022 - DHS 
(Updates with additional details, background in paras 3-5)
WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States is going to issue 20,000 additional 
visas for temporary non-agricultural workers for the first half of 2022 to address the needs of the 
US economy, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced on Thursday.
"The Department of Homeland Security and the Department of Labor today announced the 
availability of 20,000 additional H-2B temporary nonagricultural worker visas for the first half of 
fiscal year 2022. These visas are for U.S. employers that are facing irreparable harm without 
additional workers and seeking to employ additional workers on or before March 31,2022,"
DHS said in a press release.
The move marks the first time DHS makes H-2B visas available in the first half of the year as 
the US economy is experiencing reduced labor force participation, the release said.
The additional 20,000 H-2B visas will become available to employers on January 28, the 
release added.
Some 6,500 visas are reserved for workers coming from Haiti, El Salvador, Guatemala and 
Honduras and 13,500 visas will be distributed among returning workers who received H-2B visa 
in the past, according to the release.
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UPDATE - Biden Hails Fastest Economic Growth in Decades as US Beats China First Time in 
20 Years
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(Updates with additional information in paras 4, 5, 8)
WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - The United States has beat China in economic growth 
for the first time in 20 years, President Joe Biden said on Thursday after Commerce Department 
data showed a fourth quarter and annual expansion in 2021 that turned out to be the largest in 
four decades,
"For the first time in 20 years, our economy grew faster than China’s," Biden proclaimed in a 
statement issued by the White House.
Earlier on Thursday, the Commerce Department reported a GDP expansion of 6.9% for the 
fourth quarter of last year that rounded up 2021 growth at 5.7%.
China's GDP growth for the fourth quarter was 4%, putting the United States ahead, although 
Beijing's rounded-up number for all of 2021 was 8.1 %.
Whatever the case, the US numbers were a pleasant surprise for economists who projected a 
fourth quarter growth of just 5.5%.
"This is a strong reading and the 2021 annual growth was the strongest since 1984," economist 
Adam Button said in a post on ForexLive. "The nominal readings are simply astonishing.”
The US economy shrank 3.5% in 2020 after business shutdowns and other measures triggered 
by the coronavirus pandemic. The economy began recovering last year but the growth was 
spotty at first - with a 3.5% expansion in the first quarter, 3.6% in the second and 2.3% in the 
third - before the ramp up in the final quarter.
The US labor market has also shown greater-than-expected recovery from the pandemic, with 
the national jobless rate falling to 3.9% in December last year from a record high of 14.8% in 
April 2020, after the onset of the coronavirus pandemic. The Federal Reserve defines a jobless 
rate of 4% or below as "maximum employment” in the United States,
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Aid May Not Reach Afghan People Due to Lack of Oversight on Ground - US Inspector General

WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) - Foreign humanitarian assistance may not reach Afghan 
people due to the lack of on-the-ground oversight because neither the United States nor any 
other Western donor has a presence in the country, US Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction John Sopko said on Thursday.
“While all this aid flows, neither the United States nor any other Western donor at this time has a 
diplomatic or military presence on the ground in Afghanistan. This lack of on the ground 
oversight increases the risk that that foreign assistance will be diverted before it reaches the 
people who need it most,” Sopko said during a virtual event organized by the Atlantic Council. 
Sopko explained that the United States has spent more than $146 billion on reconstruction in 
Afghanistan over the past 20 years while an estimated 30% of that aid was either wasted or 
stolen.
The Afghan economy has been crumbling since the Taliban takeover and withdrawal of foreign 
troops last fall. The country's foreign assets were frozen and a number of countries and 
organizations refused to cooperate with the Taliban. The WHO and other United Nations
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agencies have pledged to continue humanitarian help to the people of Afghanistan regardless of 
political circumstances.
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Canada, Ukraine Will Modernize FTA Deal to Boost Trade - Ottawa
WASHINGTON, January 27 (Sputnik) ~ Canada and Ukraine agreed on Thursday to strengthen 
bilateral ties by revamping the existing free trade agreement with the first round of negotiations 
scheduled to take place soon, Global Affairs Canada said in a press release.
"The [trade] ministers [of the two countries] announced that Canada and Ukraine will proceed 
with negotiations on the modernization of the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA), 
with the first round of modernization negotiations to take place as soon as feasible," the press 
release said.
Senior Canadian officials met with with Yulia Svyrydenko, Ukraine’s first deputy prime minister 
and minister of economic development and trade, earlier in the day to mark the 30th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations, the release added.
The modernized CUFTA is expected to broaden commercial ties between the two countries and 
contribute to the overall stability in Ukraine, the release said.
Canada-Ukraine bilateral trade in 2020 totaled over $300 million, according to the release.
Last week, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said that Ottawa will offer a loan of up to 
$96 million to the government of Ukraine to help support the country’s economy. Trudeau noted 
that the Canadian government is exploring other options to provide additional financial and other 
support to Ukraine.
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