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Guinea-Bissau's President Says 'Calm Has Returned' After Soldiers Storm Palace, Disperse 
Ministers
By - Morgan Artyukhina

The African Union and Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) have 
condemned what they called an "attempted coup" in the capital city of Bissau on Tuesday.
Earlier on Tuesday, gunfire was heard near the Government Palace in Bissau, where President 
Umaro Sissoco Embalo and Prime Minister Nuno Gomes Nabiam were holding an extraordinary 
meeting of the Council of Ministers.
According to Lusa Agency, soldiers entered the building and ordered the ministers to leave.
"The latest information I have is positive given that the president is already at his palace, at his 
official residence ... but we still don't know if the attack is over," Portuguese Foreign Affairs 
Minister Augusto Santos Silva told Portuguese broadcaster RTP in an interview on Tuesday 
afternoon.
A post on Embalo's Facebook account on Tuesday evening said "calm returns to Bissau!" and 
showed photos of him meeting with military officers, including Gen. Biague Na Ntan, Chief of the 
General Staff of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of the People (FARP), the Bissau-Guinean 
military.
Another post on an unverified Twitter account claiming to be Embalo said the situation was 
"under government control."
In an interview given to Jeune Afriaue news agency. Embalo said he was still in the presidential 
palace and that there were "many dead" after the shooting in the capital, which lasted for more 
than five hours. He said the deaths were the work of "isolated elements."
He added they had begun arresting some of those involved.
Gunmen have been reported in the city's streets, with video footage posted online showing men 
holding recoilless antitank rifles and machine guns outside the Government Palace.
No statement has been made so far by the gunmen about who they are or what their motives or 
goals are.
A former Portuguese colony that fought a long liberation war, Guinea-Bissau gained 
independence in 1974 following the overthrow of the Estado Novo government in Lisbon by the 
leftist Carnation Revolution. However, since then it has suffered four coups d'etat, the most 
recent of which happened in 2012.
Embalo, a former general took office in 2020 following victory in elections that were disputed by 
the African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC), the liberation front 
that led the country to independence and has been the dominant party ever since. His party, 
Madem-G15, also called the Movement for Democratic Alternation, is composed largely of 
disaffected PAIGC members who left the party in 2018.
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Embalo has compared himself to Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, attempting to cultivate a 
larger-than-life personality and pushing a populist ideology he calls "Embaloism." He has 
described Embalosim as "order, discipline and development."
The coup attempt is the fourth in an ECOWAS country in less than a year, following a military 
coup in Mali in May 2021. one in the Republic of Guinea in September 2021. and third in 
Burkina Faso last month.
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Trump Pledges to Ban Trans Women From Women’s Sport, Justifies by Citing Records Not
Actually Broken
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Under Donald Trump’s four-year presidency, the Departments of Education, Justice and Health 
and Human Services were accused of attempting to “erase” trans people by defining people in 
terms of sex assigned at birth instead of by gender identity or legal gender.
Trump’s 2024 presidential election campaign saw a “soft launch” last month at a rally in 
Florence. Arizona, his first public rally in more than six months. He hasn’t formally declared his 
candidacy, but speaks as though he intends to run, and his fundraising committee “Save 
America” has amassed more than $100 million, the Federal Elections Committee said on 
Monday.
At another rally in Conroe. Texas, on Saturday, Trump laid out his criticisms of the Biden 
administration in the year since Trump left office, touted the accomplishments of his first 
four-year administration, and named some of the changes he would make if he returned to 
power in 2024.
Among the measures Trump said he would implement included a ban on trans girls and women 
from competing on sports teams of their gender, characterizing them as “men.”
“We will ban men from participating in women’s sports,” Trump said. “So ridiculous.”
He went on to attack trans athletes, including Lia Thomas, a swimmer from the University of 
Pennsylvania who has become a favorite target of conservatives ever since she set two new 
time records in the 200-meter and 500-meter freestyle races in December.
Trump incorrectly said that Thomas beat the record by 38 seconds; while she won the 
1,650-yard freestyle race by 38 seconds, the trans athlete didn’t set a record with that time. Fox 
News and other conservative outlets have hounded the story for weeks, characterizing Thomas’ 
win as evidence that trans women competing with cis women is inherently unfair.
Trump also claimed a trans woman easily broke a 20-year weightlifting record, but no such 
incident has ever occurred. It’s possible he was referring to New Zealand weightlifter Laurel 
Hubbard, who made history last summer as the first trans woman athlete at the Olympic Games 
in Tokyo, but Hubbard failed to even qualify to compete for a medal at the games, much less set 
any kind of record. Like Thomas, Hubbard was for weeks attacked in the right-wing media as 
having an unfair advantage.
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When US President Joe Biden took office in January 2021, he issued dozens of executive 
orders reversing Trump-era policies, including reinstating several civil rights for transqender 
Americans, such as being able to serve in the military, and eliminating several policies that 
discriminated against trans people, including by the departments of Education, Justice, and 
Health and Human Services. Those included defining people by their gender assignment at birth 
instead of gender identity - a practice that resulted in trans women being placed in men’s 
prisons or being barred from women’s crisis centers and homeless shelters.
He also ordered them to adopt the US Supreme Court’s ruling from the previous summer, 
ignored by the Trump administration, that sex-based language in existing civil rights legislation 
includes LGBTQ people, including Title IX, which guarantees women equal access to 
educational facilities and programs, such as school sports teams.
Fight Over Inclusion
Inclusion of trans athletes has become a major target of conservative lawmakers and 
ideologues in recent years, where they can argue that because they were assigned male at birth 
and their bodies once produced testosterone, transfeminine athletes are inherently physically 
superior to cisgender women, who were assigned female at birth.
Critics have noted that such claims are based on sweeping generalizations, pointing to athletes 
like South African two-time Olympic Gold Medal winner Caster Semevna. who was assigned 
female at birth but classified by World Athletics rules as insufficiently female to compete as a 
woman because she has a naturally high level of testosterone. Others have blasted the idea of 
sex-based standards, saying the idea of sexual dimorphism is false and based in age-old 
patriarchal ideas of female inferiority.
The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has tracked 17 bills introduced into state legislatures 
since the beginning of the year that would ban trans girls from girls’ sports teams, with South 
Dakota on Tuesday passing its bill, which was championed by Governor Kristy Noem. However, 
several states have already passed such bans, including Texas. Noem used an executive order 
last year to implement a trimmed-down version of the bill after the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) suggested that if the ban applied to college athletes, it could harm the 
state’s chances of hosting a championship game in the future.
Last month, the NCAA adopted a sport-by-sport approach to the issue, following an example set 
by the International Olympic Committee that allows the national or international governing body 
of each sport to determine what qualifies as fair while maintaining safety and inclusivity.
Trans athletes have found widespread support amid the right-wing attacks, including by their 
teammates and by famous female athletes. Thomas’ teammates issued a statement on 
Tuesday giving her their “full support” in response to an anonymous team member’s comments 
that aired on Fox News last month. The anonymous colleague accused Thomas of colluding 
beforehand with a trans male athlete, who was assigned female at birth and who competed 
against Thomas, to have Thomas lose to him and upend the claim that being assigned male at 
birth makes one physically superior to someone assigned female at birth.
Megan Rapinoe, who has led the US national soccer team to multiple FIFA Women’s World Cup 
victories and a Gold Medal in the 2012 Tokyo Olympics, penned an op-ed in the Washington 
Post last March in which she urged that “all women must stand up and demand that exclusion is 
not done in our name.”
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Public opinion on the issue is hard to define: while one poll from March 2021 by Hart Research 
Associates and the Human Rights Campaign found that 73% of those polled believed trans kids 
should play on the team they feel most comfortable, another poll in May 2021 by Gallup found 
that 62% of Americans believed trans athletes should only be allowed to compete on teams with 
athletes of their sex assigned at birth.
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French Gas Giant Total Could Resume Huge Mozambique Project in 2022 After 
Insurgency-Driven Hiatus 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

French gas and petrol giant Total has announced its intention to restart a massive offshore gas 
project on the Mozambican coast after a dangerous insurgency spiked in the area last year. The 
project is worth more than the southern African country’s entire gross national product and 
Maputo is desperate for it to resume.
"When I will see that life is back to normality, which means having some state services and 
population, then the project can restart," TotalEnergies CEO Patrick Pouyanne told reporters in 
Maputo on Monday following a meeting with Mozambican President Filipe Nyusi.
"My objective is that we will restart in 2022,” he added.
Total declared force maieure on the Afungi Liquified Natural Gas Plant project in Mozambique’s 
northern Cabo Delgado province in April 2021 after Islamist rebels sacked the nearby port city 
of Palma - their second such attack on a major town. In response, Nyusi summoned help from 
the Southern African Development Community (SADC) regional bloc as well as Rwanda, both of 
which deployed thousands of troops to the province to fight the rebellion.
Several private military contractors had also previously furnished security forces in the region, 
but as Sputnik reported, their brutal treatment of the local population only deepened animosity 
toward Nyusi’s government, 2,000 miles to the south. Maputo was forced to hire them after 
accepting loans from the International Monetary Fund that forced the country to severely restrict 
its budget in order to pay back the loan.
Nyusi also tapped help from the United States, European Union, and former colonial ruler 
Portugal, all of which supplied a small number of experts to train the Mozambican armed forces 
in new tactics.
Known locally in the Muslim-majority province as Al-Shabab (“the youth”), the Islamist rebels are 
unrelated to the Somali group of the same name, but have declared their affiliation with Daesh*, 
although many analysts doubt the claim goes beyond an attempt to increase attention for their 
cause. Their rebellion began in 2017 and the conflict has killed at least 3,500 people and 
displaced 700,000. Cabo Delgado is one of Mozambique’s poorest provinces, and the recent 
gas projects, along with a massive ruby mining operation in the West, have put extensive 
pressure on local residents, who already feel forgotten by Maputo.
As a result, analysts have warned that a purely military solution to the insurgency may not exist, 
and the government will have to undermine Al-Shabab’s social support among the population.
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The multinational force has largely succeeded at recapturing much of Cabo Delgado, and 
Al-Shabab have retreated westward into Niassa province and established a new base of 
operations. On Monday, Mozambican national police announced they had killed another key 
rebel leader: Tuahil Muhidim, a Tanzanian.
"He directed the attack on Mocimboa da Praia. He also kidnapped those two Brazilian nuns,” 
police general commander Bernardino Rafael said on national radio, according to AFP. 
Mocimboa da Praia is a town of 30,000 in southern Cabo Delgado, which the rebel forces 
captured in August 2020. The two nuns were kidnapped from Mocimboa da Praia after its 
capture and held for several weeks before being released. Mocimboa da Praia was recaptured 
almost exactly a year after its fall.
"Security forces operations are having an effect. The terrorists are weakened," Rafael said, 
explaining that seven insurgent leaders had been killed in the last two months.
The gas reserves off the Cabo Delgado coast were discovered in 2010 and are the largest south 
of the Sahara. Total isn’t the only gas company trying to tap them, either, though: ENI and 
ExxonMobil operate the Coral Sul project, and a third, unapproved project called Rovuma, 
between ExxonMobil, ENI, and China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) would be the 
largest of the three. Together, the Cabo Delgado gas projects total more than $50 billion; 
Mozambique’s GDP is just $13 billion.
ExxonMobil also suspended operations last spring, but did not declare force majeure. ENI’s 
Coral Sul project, entirely offshore, is the only one of the three that’s remained on schedule, with 
its massive floating deep water facility arriving in position in early January.
ENI told AFP on Tuesday: "We continue to monitor security developments in the Cabo Delgado 
region and work closely with the government on this matter."
Total’s Afungi project was originally expected to begin pumping gas by 2026, but Rystad Energy 
warned after Total’s and ExxonMobil put their projects on hold that the delay is likely to cause an 
liquified natural gas supply crunch later this decade.
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Hong Kong Health Officials Fear ‘Tsunami’ of New Cases Due to Lunar New Year Travels 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

China’s southern Hong Kong Special Administrative Region has struggled to keep several small 
COVID-19 outbreaks under control as clusters of both Omicron and Delta variants continue to 
spread. Health experts have warned that the semi-autonomous city cannot handle the same 
mass testing regimen that has worked in mainland cities.
As China celebrated the Spring Festival and the beginning of the Year of the Tiger on Tuesday, 
health officials in Hong Kong reported a new surge in infections and, worryingly, a record 
number of untraceable transmissions of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
After several days of double-digit totals, the city on Tuesday reported 129 new infections, 102 of 
which were locally transmitted and 27 of which arrived from outside the city. However, of the 
local cases, 22 were of unknown origin. Because an estimated 10,000 members of the city’s

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/02/2022 12:17:47 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/02/2022 12:17:47 PM

disciplined forces have been keeping up a rigorous contact-tracing program, officials are 
keeping track of how clusters slowly spread through people in the same apartment complex, 
workplace, or who ate at the same restaurant.
However, with the Spring Festival season in full swing, and more than a billion trips expected 
across the country over the next few weeks, Hong Kong officials are afraid of a “tsunami” of new 
infections and have begged residents to stay home.
“The chance of a mass outbreak has reached a critical level and it could pound in the manner of 
a tsunami any time,” Hospital Authority chief executive Tony Ko Pat-sing said in a blog post, 
according to the Hong Kong-based South China Morning Post.
“We urge, yet again, that everyone should try to stay home and avoid gatherings involving more 
than one family,” Ko said. “Let’s hold this defense line together.”
The outbreaks in Hong Kong have roughly paralleled those on the Chinese mainland, but unlike 
the mainland, it has not yet come under control. According to the city’s Health Department, 
officials recorded 994 new cases between January 14 and January 29.
Mainland cities have been able to go into total lockdown and systematically test their entire 
populations very quickly with Zhengzhou testing 12.5 million in just six hours on January 11. In 
others, less restrictive lockdowns have barred some forms of travel and congregation, and 
ahead of the Spring Festival travel season, the government unveiled a massive rapid testing 
and screening service at rail stations and airports to help block transmission out of cities with 
outbreaks.
The mainland’s efforts have been effective: on Tuesday, the China National Health Commission 
reported just 66 new cases on the mainland.
“The city’s daily testing capacity is about 100,000,” Professor David Hui Shu-cheong said on 
Hong Kong radio on January 10. “If we want to implement universal testing, we may have to 
invite the mainland to assist.”
Because of its strict quarantining and testing measures - which Beijing has dubbed “Zero Covid” 
- China has largely been soared the anguish of other nations’ outbreaks, suffering just 123,245 
cases since December 2019 and 4,636 deaths.
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Video: One Person in Custody Amid Active Shooter Report at Virginia College, Two Officers 
Killed
By - Evan Craighead

Locals around Bridgewater, Virginia, were asked to avoid the liberal arts college on Tuesday 
amid reports of an active shooter on school grounds. Bridgewater officials promptly responded 
to the report by announcing a shelter in place order for the entire campus.
Virginia State authorities have taken at least one individual into custody in connection with 
Tuesday afternoon's active shooter report, according to an update issued via Bridgewater 
College's official Twitter account.
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Law enforcement sources earlier told ABC News that at least one officer suffered 
gunshot-related injuries during the call; however, new reports indicated that two officers who had 
been shot had succumbed to their injuries.
A photo captured from the scene by Daniel Lin shows a crowd of armed law enforcement 
officers approaching the suspect, who is seen lying face-down.
A statement issued by the Virginia State Police identified the suspect as 27-year-old Alexander 
Wyatt Campbell, who has since been charged with two counts of capital murder, one count of 
first-degree murder and one count of use of a firearm in the commission of a felony.
Campbell is being held without bond at the Rockingham County Jail.
The shelter in place order, which has been lifted for those in the greater Bridgewater area, was 
first announced around 1:25 p.m., local time.
"Situation is ongoing," read the memo, issued approximately 45 minutes after the incident was 
first reported. Those on campus were initially asked to remain in place, as authorities were still 
scouring the scene.
"We have not issued an all clear. Please continue to shelter in place," the college reiterated in a 
3:00 p.m. alert.
Virginia State Police officers were assisted by several emergency responders from the area, 
including the Rockingham County Sheriff’s Office, Harrisonburg Police Department and 
emergency personnel from Bridgewater and Augusta, Virginia.
Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin (R) was reportedly told about the situation as authorities 
gathered information on the suspect, who is now in custody. Youngkin, in a statement, said that 
the detained person had been identified as the "shooter."
"I have been briefed on the situation at Bridgewater College," Youngkin's statement reads. "The 
shooter is in custody and state and local police are on the scene. I will continue to monitor the 
situation in conjunction with law enforcement."
Bridgewater student Tyler Tabor recounted the recent series of events that reportedly unfolded, 
noting that he was "traumatized" by the experience.
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GOP Leader McConnell, Senate Republicans Reject Reduced Sentences for Guilty Jan. 6 
Rioters
By - Evan Craighead

On Saturday, former US President Donald Trump proclaimed that he would consider pardoning 
defendants charged in connection with the deadly US Capitol riot on January 6, 2021. The 
former US president complained that the Capitol rioters, most of whom were Trump supporters, 
were not being treated fairly by the US justice system.
As Trump continues to back his collection of rioting supporters from a distance, Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and other GOP senators are not interested in entertaining 
reduced or suspended sentences for defendants who have already pleaded guilty in their 
respective cases.
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"I would not be in favor of shortening any of the sentences for any of the people who pleaded 
guilty to crimes," McConnell told reporters questioning him about Trump's comments during a 
rally in Conroe, Texas, on Saturday.
He went on to emphasize that the individuals who stormed the US Capitol building, no matter 
their political affiliation, were wishing to "prevent the peaceful transfer of power from one 
administration to another, which has never happened before in our country."
"The election of 2020 was decided Dec. 14 of 2020 when the Electoral College certified the 
winner of the election," the Senate GOP Leader said.
"What we saw here on January the 6th was an effort to prevent the peaceful transfer of power 
from one administration to another, which has never happened before in our country,"
McConnell stated.
At least 165 individuals "have pleaded guilty to crimes" in connection to the riot, McConnell 
noted. Over 700 people have been charged so far.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) stated that Trump's message of potential pardons for January 6 
rioters was "inappropriate," as such a statement could be viewed as a "signal that it was okay to 
defile the Capitol."
"There are other groups with causes that may want to go down to the violent path that these 
people get pardoned," Graham hinted during a recent appearance on CBS' "Face the Nation."
"If I run and if I win we will treat those people from January 6 fairly," Trump told rally attendees in 
Canoe, some 40 miles from Houston, Texas. "And if it requires pardons we will give them 
pardons because they are being treated so unfairly."
Although Trump has been massaging his base with rallies nationwide, the former US president 
has not publicly committed to a 2024 presidential run.
Rep. Liz Cheney (R-WV), one of two Republicans on the 9-member US House Select 
Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol panel, rebuked 
Trump's weekend commentary and claimed that the former US president is knowingly using 
language that caused the violence on January 6, 2021.
"He'd do it all again if given the chance," Cheney noted, speaking of Trump's attempt to subvert 
the results of the presidential election.
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Trump Accuses NY AG of 'Selective Prosecution' in Civil-Fraud Probe, Requests Dismissal of
Subpoenas
By - Evan Craighead

The office of New York Attorney General Letitia James announced last month that the AG had 
taken legal action to compel former US President Donald Trump and his two eldest children, 
Ivanka Trump and Donald Trump, Jr., to deliver sworn testimony as part of AG's ongoing civil 
investigation into the Trump Organization.
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Lawyers for former US President Donald Trump argued in a Tuesday court filing that the NY 
AG's office had violated the Equal Protection Clauses of both the US and NY State 
Constitutions through a practice of "selective prosecution" as a means to boost political clout. 
Trump's lawyers, who are also representing Ivanka and Don Jr., went on to claim that 
information subpoenaed as part of the civil-fraud probe could be inappropriately used in a 
separate criminal investigation.
Per New York state law, witnesses who appear before a grand jury are traditionally granted 
immunity, prohibiting prosecutors from using the individual's statement in a separate case. 
According to the 38-page filing in the Manhattan Supreme Court, the Trump lawyers claim that 
James "improperly and repeatedly threatened investigation and prosecution of former President 
Trump and his family as a campaign promise to garner votes, money and support, and now, as 
Attorney General, to gain political support."
The filing made no direct mention of the AG's claim that the Trump Organization obtained a host 
of economic benefits due to its consistent use of "fraudulent or misleading asset valuations." 
Trump attorneys backed their "selective prosecution" assertion by referencing several tweets 
and comments made by the NY AG, including a campaign video from September 28, 2018, 
when James publicly stated that she believed Trump had "engaged in a pattern and practice of 
money laundering " and "can be indicted for criminal offenses."
"She promised to investigate and prosecute him for money laundering, a baseless allegation as 
to which there is, to this day, no evidence," according to the Trump lawyers.
James' December 2021 appearance on ABC's "The View" was also presented by the Trump 
lawyers as an example of the AG unfairly targeting the ex-president and his family with 
statements that "are in blatant violation of the presumption of innocence, a hallmark of 
prosecutorial ethics."
Trump's legal team urged the judge to block James' subpoenas, or pause them until the 
conclusion of a parallel criminal probe into the Trump Organization launched by the Manhattan 
District Attorney’s office.
The Manhattan DA probe was launched by former Manhattan DA Cyrus Vance and has been 
taken over by Alvin Bragg, the new DA. James previously stated that two lawyers from her office 
are working with Manhattan prosecutors.
James defended her civil probe in a brief Tuesday statement that accused both Trump and his 
Trump Organization of attempting to "evade accountability."
"Throughout the three years of this investigation, they have never questioned our legal authority 
until Donald J. Trump himself was subpoenaed to testify," the NY AG observed.
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Rebirth and Reunion: Beijing Sees Cleanest Lunar New Year Air Amid Olympics-Related
Fireworks Ban
By - Evan Craighead
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China and the Asian diaspora rang in the Lunar New Year on Tuesday, February 1,2022, 
marking the end of the Year of the Ox and the beginning of the Year of the Tiger. The tiger—one 
of 12 zodiac animals—represents strength, courage, and bravery, and those born in the tiger 
years are said to be brave, passionate, and eager to take a new challenge.
On Tuesday, nearly 2 billion individuals worldwide celebrated Chinese New Year—also known 
as the Spring Festival in China—observing a traditional time to honor ones' ancestors and 
deities with street parades and other reunions.
While fireworks are typically fired off to ward off evil spirits during these ancestral reunions, 
those in Beijing were subject to a full ban on fireworks ahead of the Winter Olympics. 
Zhangjiakou, a city co-hosting the Winter Olympics, also introduced limitations on the selling 
and igniting of firecrackers and other fireworks.
The move sullied a decades-old Lunar New Year tradition for the capital city, according to the 
Beijinger. Retail has also been suspended during Spring Festival 2022.
The sole exemption was granted to Universal Studios Beijing, which has been permitted to hold 
a display during the holiday.
While fireworks didn't accompany Chinese New Year, the negative situation had a positive 
impact on the city's air quality, according to Beijing Municipal Ecology and Environment Bureau. 
The group revealed in a Tuesday statement that Beijing recorded its cleanest air for a Chinese 
New Year since the bureau first started monitoring air pollutants.
On Monday, the average concentration of air pollutants in Beijing stood at approximately five 
micrograms per cubic metre, compared to the average 289 micrograms recorded in Beijing 
during last year's Chinese New Year.
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Fire at North Carolina Fertilizer Plant Forces Thousands to Evacuate Amid Fears of Major
Explosion
By - Mary Manley

The city of Winston-Salem is evacuating 6,500 people from their homes, inmates at a nearby 
prison and university students after a fire broke out at a fertilizer plant. The cause of the fire is 
unknown, but officials have cautioned that the situation is becoming an increasing threat as the 
plant holds between 300 and 600 tons of ammonium nitrate.
Nearly 2.500 homes have been evacuated so far, as well as 220 inmates from Forsyth 
Correctional Center, and students at Wake Forest University. The university canceled Tuesday 
classes and opened three other campus sites in order to shelter the evacuated students. 
Inmates were moved to the Alexander Correctional Institution in Taylorsville, while the city has 
opened the education building at the Winston-Salem fairgrounds to shelter evacuated citizens. 
Winston-Salem Fire Chief Trey Mayo and his team were called to the scene on Monday at 6:45 
p.m. local time. Residents, including Mayor Pro Tempore Adams, reported hearing a 
“tremendous boom” coming from the facility as the fire trucks made their way to the site.
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While roadblocks have been put in place, residents within a mile of the fire are being urged to 
leave their homes for an evacuation effort which will last up to 48 hours. The reverse 911 call 
went out to households at 6 a.m. on Tuesday once it was discovered that the facility holds 
somewhere between 300 and 600 tons of explosive ammonium nitrate.
“The risk that is posed by this facility is that it stores ammonium nitrate... There is somewhere 
between 300 and 600 tons of ammonium nitrate in this facility... At about 450 degrees 
[Fahrenheit], ammonium nitrate becomes unstable... it can explode,” said Chief Mayo in a video 
posted to Facebook.
“Right now, the fire is still active, and there's still potential for explosion. We're asking all the 
citizens to evacuate the area for a 1-mile radius around it. We do not know the full extent of the 
time we'll be here. It will not be anytime soon that we'll be leaving,” Winston-Salem Fire 
Department Battalion Chief Patrick Grubbs said early Tuesday.
Chief Mayo compared the harrowing situation to a fire which broke out in Texas in 2013, when a 
fertilizer plant caught fire, killing 15 people and destroying 120 homes. However, unlike the 
current blaze, the Texas explosion only had 240 tons of ammonium nitrate, according to Chief 
Mayo.
Additionally, in early August of 2020, devastation occurred when a fire broke out in Beirut. 
Lebanon, at a port warehouse that held 2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate and killed over 200 
people in one of the largest non-nuclear explosions in history. Drone images have already 
shown official images of small-scale explosions at the site in North Carolina.
"If that doesn't convey the gravity of this situation and how serious folks need to take it, I don't 
know how else to verbalize that," Mayo said.
Grubbs has said that there are currently no fire staff directly on the scene. However, a fire truck 
remains in place dousing the explosive fire with water while the department assesses the 
disastrous situation using drones. Some 90 firefighters and 150 emergency personnel are 
working to address the potential explosion while evacuating the surrounding area.
Mayor Allen Joines provided an update this morning, saying that evacuation efforts will likely be 
put in place “for a while” as officials have warned of poor air quality caused by the fire. They 
urge people to avoid being outside for extended periods at a time. According to the mayor, 
several local hotels and restaurants called the city’s office asking if they could provide any 
assistance in helping those who have been evacuated. Mayor Pro Tempore Adams has said 
people should stay away from the scene, but should contact the Red Cross for more information 
if they would like to help.
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Dutch Publication Company Halts The Betrayal Of Anne Frank’ Book Release Amid Backlash 
By - Mary Manley

Ambo Anthos Publishers apologized Monday and said they would suspend publication of a 
disputed book which claimed to reveal the individual responsible for betraying the location of
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Anne Frank’s hiding place to the Nazis during the Holocaust. The book has drawn criticism from 
notable historians for its offensive allegation.
“The Betrayal of Anne Frank” received harsh criticism from researchers and historians when it 
revealed the accusatory finding of its investigation: Anne Frank and her family were betrayed by 
Arnold van den Bergh, a Dutch legal notary based in Amsterdam who was also a member of the 
Joodse Raad - the Jewish Council in the Netherlands.
The book which was written by Canadian writer Rosemary Sullivan with the help of a retired FBI 
investigator, as well as dozens of advisers, data scientists, and experts, used artificial 
intelligence and metadata to “discover” an anonymous letter written to Otto Frank, which 
accused Van den Bergh of selling out the location of the Frank family to the Nazis as a way to 
buy his freedom.
While experts take no issue with the letter itself, they say that there is no other evidence to back 
it as it was sent by an unknown individual during a contentious postwar period in the 
Netherlands. “The note only proves that shortly after the war, someone believed, or wanted Otto 
Frank to believe, that Van den Bergh had been the traitor,” said Dr. Bart van der Boom, a history 
professor at Leiden University.
“Big conclusions demand big proof,” said Johannes Houwink ten Cate, a professor of Holocaust 
and genocide studies at the University of Amsterdam. “I cannot believe that a member of the 
Jewish Council traded addresses for freedom. After the Council was abolished, its members 
were sent to camps, if they did not go into hiding,” he added.
The Amsterdam-based publication company says it should have taken a more critical stance on 
the publication of the controversial book, according to Reuters.
"We await the answers from the researchers to the questions that have emerged and are 
delaying the decision to print another run. We offer our sincere apologies to anyone who might 
feel offended by the book,” the company said in an email.
“This is problematic because the Jewish Council is an organization around which so many 
misconceptions already exist,” said Laurien Vastenhout, a researcher and lecturer at the 
National Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies. “The [book’s] investigative team 
should have been very careful in dealing with this topic. At least, they could have approached a 
historian who has dealt with the topic and with the archives. They failed to do so.”
“The researchers have not been able to identify who sent the notice to Otto Frank, nor what 
his/her motives were. Van den Bergh was a prominent Jew, also in postwar Jewish society, and 
taken into consideration that he had worked for the Jewish Council, someone might have 
wanted to show him in a bad light,” Vastenhout added.
Another criticism voiced by historians is that the book propagates the problematic idea of “Jews 
betraying Jews,” and John Goldsmith, president of the Basel-based Anne Frank Fund, said that 
the claim was comparable to that of a conspiracy theory.
“Perhaps all this will blow over once it’s established that this book proves nothing. But 
considering the very extensive media coverage, including a spot on ‘60 Minutes,’ the damage 
might already have been done,” said Van der Boom. “Anne Frank, the worldwide symbol of 
innocence, was betrayed by a Jew.”
Arnold van den Bergh’s relatives have also been angered by the accusation, saying it destroys 
his legacy and reputation.
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Though books and documentaries have attempted to discover who sold the location of the 
Frank family to the Nazis, if there even was such a person, many scholars say the possibility of 
finding such a culprit is unlikely.
“For their own reasons, the Nazis destroyed 95% of their archives relating to the persecution of 
the Jews, so the one who did the betrayal took the secret with him to his or her grave. If there 
had even been a betrayal, that is. The Frank family was taking so many risks, so the arrest also 
may have been the result of lack of caution,” Johannes Houwink ten Cate said.
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Her Poll Ratings Just Went Up! Willow the White House Cat Gets Her Own Bobblehead 
By - Mary Manley

She’s only been in the executive mansion for a few days, but it’s official, Willow the White House 
tabby cat is getting her own bobblehead.
The limited edition bobblehead of Willow is now available for purchase online for $25, but it 
won’t be available to the masses until June.
At present, Willow’s rendition can be found on the National Bobblehead Hall of Fame’s website, 
alongside her other furry siblings Major and Commander, the first family’s German Shepherds. 
The Bidens’ late dog Champ, who died last year, also has his own bobblehead.
“It was fun to see the reaction to the adorable pictures of Willow that the Bidens shared on 
social media last week. Now, everyone will have the opportunity to have a smaller bobblehead 
version of Willow,” Phil Sklar, the CEO of the Wisconsin-based National Bobblehead Hall of 
Fame and Museum, said in a statement.
First lady Jill Biden shared pictures of the frisky feline to Twitter on Friday with a heart-filled 
caption, “Meet Willow!”
The delightful 2-year-old tabby cat was adopted from a farm in Pennsylvania called Willow 
Grove, for which she was named after. It appears the first lady must have been wooed by the 
feline two years back, when the cat jumped on stage, interrupting her campaign speech for her 
husband, now USPresident Joe Biden.
The farm is located in the village of Volant in Lawrence County, and is owned by Rick Telesz. 
After Willow made her impression on the future first lady, Telesz said he got a phone call asking 
if Mrs. Biden could adopt the cat.
“The thing that humbles me the most is that it represents the community, right here in Volant, 
putting Volant on the map,” he said. “To me, that is pretty special.”
Willow’s arrival to the White House marks the first time in over a decade a cat has laid paws in 
its presidential halls. The last cat before Willow was owned by former US President George W. 
Bush in 2004.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/02/2022 12:17:47 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/02/2022 12:17:47 PM

Former Miami Dolphins Head Coach Sues NFL Over Racial Discrimination in Hiring Process 
By - Nevin Brown

Brian Flores has filed a class action complaint against the National Football League (NFL), the 
New York Giants, the Miami Dolphins, the Denver Broncos, and the 29 other teams in the 
league for racial discrimination in the hiring process of team executives and coaches.
The 58-paae complaint details a long NFL history of racial discrimination, Brian Flores’ 
experience as a Black head coach and head coaching candidate, and the experiences of other 
Black coaches and candidates. The suit seeks to reclaim an unspecified amount, “to 
compensate them for all non-monetary and/or compensatory damages, including, but not limited 
to, loss of reputation, loss of opportunity and mental anguish.”
The complaint states: “Over the years, the NFL and its 32-member organizations (the “Teams”) 
have been given every chance to do the right thing. Rules have been implemented, promises 
made—but nothing has changed. In fact, the racial discrimination has only been made worse by 
the NFL’s disingenuous commitment to social equity.”
“Mr. Flores has determined that the only way to effectuate real change is through the Courts, 
where the NFL’s conduct can be judged by a jury of Mr. Flores’ peers. A judgment that is long 
overdue."
The complaint details the statistical discrepancy between the NFL’s player population and its 
coaching, executive, and ownership population, as it pertains to race. According to the 
complaint, while 70% of NFL players are Black, one out of 32 head coaches (3%), four out of 32 
offensive coordinators (12%), 11 out of 32 defensive coordinators (34%), 8 out of 32 special 
teams coordinators (25%), three out of 32 quarterbacks coaches (9%), and six out of 32 general 
managers are Black (19%).
The suit alleges, “This is not by chance. Rather, the statistics above and those described 
throughout this Complaint are the result of race discrimination.”
The NFL’s own internal assessment of its shortcomings in this regard are also mentioned. It 
cites the NFL’s implementation of the Rooney Rule and its expansion as proof of implicit bias. 
The Rooney Rule requires NFL teams to interview a minority candidate for many coaching and 
executive openings.
The complaint cites that racial bias in the NFL has been used to limit the distribution of 
settlement money to Black retirees suffering from traumatic brain injuries linked to football to 
further illustrate their argument.
“According to a lawsuit filed by former Black NFL players Kevin Henry and Najeh Davenport, as 
well as media reports, the NFL began regularly insisting that physicians use 'race-norms' in 
determining whether a retiree had suffered cognitive impairment (the “Race Norming Lawsuit”). 
When Black retirees were deemed to be cognitively impaired, the NFL regularly appealed such 
determinations if race-norming was not used,” the complaint reads.
The complaint drew from the Race Norming Lawsuit, which stated: “When being evaluated for 
the Qualifying Diagnoses of Neurocognitive Impairment, Black former players are automatically 
assumed (through a statistical manipulation called ‘racenorming’) to have started with worse 
cognitive functioning than white former players. As a result, if a Black former player and a white 
former player receive the exact same raw scores on a battery of tests designed to measure their
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current cognitive functioning, the Black player is presumed to have suffered less impairment, 
and he is therefore less likely to qualify for compensation.”
The complaint chronicles Brian Flores’ recent coaching experience. Flores coached the Miami 
Dolphins from 2019 to 2021 and alleges that the team owner, Stephen Ross, instructed him to 
intentionally lose games during the 2019 season to improve their draft position. He reportedly 
offered Flores $100,000 per loss. The Dolphins, after starting the season 0-7, won five of their 
final nine games, and their second-half success allegedly angered Ross.
Flores also alleges that Ross pressured him on multiple occasions to break the league’s 
tampering rules to try and attract a star quarterback. He states that his reluctance and refusal 
eventually led to his firing. After which he alleges that the Dolphins slandered his name by 
labeling him “difficult to work with.”
A text message from Bill Belicheck, the current New England Patriots head coach, whom Flores 
worked under for many years, erroneously suggested that Flores would be the next head coach 
of the New York Giants. Belicheck later realized he had mistaken Brain Daboll for Brian Flores in 
a text.
“Sorry -1 f****d this up. I double checked & I misread the text. I think they’re naming Daboll. I’m 
sorry about that. BB,” Belichek sent to Flores through text.
The mishap from Belichek led Flores to believe that his candidacy for the New York Giants head 
coaching position was never seriously considered. Flores was scheduled to interview for the job 
three days after he received the text from Belichek.
Daboll was announced as the head coach of the Giants on January 29.
The complaint brought up Flores’ experience interviewing for the Denver Broncos head 
coaching position. He claims that in the 2019 interview, executives showed up an hour late and 
appeared to have been hungover.
The class-action lawsuit was filed in the United States Court Southern District of New York.
The NFL released a statement categorically denying the complaint and claimed that accusations 
were “without merit.”
The Miami Dolphins also released a statement, saying they “vehemently deny any allegations of 
racial discrimination.”
Brian Flores, through his legal team, also released a statement on the complaint.
“God has gifted me with a special talent to coach the game of football, but the need for change 
is bigger than my personal goals. In making the decision to file the class action complaint today,
I understand that I may be risking coaching the game that I love and that has done so much for 
my family and me. My sincere hope is that by standing up against systemic racism in the NFL, 
others will join me to ensure that positive change is made for generations to come.”
Brian Flores was fired at the conclusion of the 2021 NFL season after leading the Miami 
Dolphins to consecutive winning seasons for the first time since 2003 and finishing the season 
winning eight of the team’s final nine games.
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Whoopi Goldberg Suspended From The View' for Two Weeks Over Holocaust Remarks
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By - Nevin Brown

Whoopi Goldberg has been suspended for two weeks from the daytime talk show "The View" for 
remarks she made regarding the Holocaust. The Academy Award winning actress has faced 
significant backlash for saying "the Holocaust isn't about race" on Monday's live broadcast.
Kim Godwin, ABC News president, released a statement on Tuesday explaining her decision to 
suspend Goldberg for two weeks.
"I want to follow up with you regarding Whoopi Goldberg's comments on 'The View' yesterday 
that were misinformed, upsetting and hurtful. I have made the decision to suspend Whoopi from 
the 'The View' for two weeks effective immediately," Godwin's statement read.
She added, "The culture at ABC News is one that is driven, kind, inclusive, respectful, and 
transparent. Whoopi's comments do not align with those values."
Sources have indicated that Goldberg’s co-hosts on "The View," Sunny Hostin, Joy Behar, and 
Ana Navarro are fuming over the network’s decision. It is uncertain if Goldberg's co-hosts are 
disappointed by the network's slow reprimand or the severity of it.
An ABC executive told The Daily Beast. “People are really upset and don’t understand why [the 
suspension] took two days.”
Goldberg opened the Tuesday episode of "The View" by apologizing, which came after she 
previously apologized for the remarks during Monday's episode of "The Late Show With 
Stephen Colbert."
"Yesterday on our show, I misspoke. I tweeted about it last night but I want you to hear it from 
me directly. I said something that I feel a responsibility for not leaving unexamined, because my 
words upset so many people, which was never my intention. I understand why now, and for that 
I am deeply, deeply grateful because the information I got was really helpful, and it helped me 
understand some different things."
The moment in question came on Monday's episode of "The View", when the topic veered to the 
subject of the graphic novel "Maus" being banned in a Tennessee school district. Goldberg 
offered an unfiltered opinion on the Holocaust and was met with resistance from fellow co-host 
Joy Behar.
"Maus" depicts Art Spiegelman's father's experience as a Polish jew and Holocaust survivor.
The iconic graphic novel has been described as a memoir, biography, history, fiction, and 
autobiography, and remains the only graphic novel to win a Pulitzer Prize.
Goldberg has been a co-host and moderator on "The View" since 2007. The show is one of the 
most-watched daytime television programs in the United States.
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'All I Wanted Was Some Steak': Massive 40-Person Brawl Breaks Out at Pennsylvania Golden 
Corral
By - Nevin Brown
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A 40-person brawl broke out last Friday at a Golden Corral eatery in Bensalem, Pennsylvania. A 
video captured the hectic scuffle as punches were thrown and high chairs were tossed. Police 
are still trying to determine what and who started the altercation.
A viral video surfaced over the weekend that showed two parties arguing at a Golden Corral 
buffet before descending into violence. The fight started with punches being thrown, which 
scattered the majority of the crowd.
Footage of the incident later captured individuals using high chairs as their weapons of choice 
as the most aggrieved continued to escalate the situation.
Employees are seen trying to defuse the situation but their approaches did little to stop the 
altercation. By the end of the video, the restaurant is in shambles and appears to have emptied. 
In the video, a man can be heard yelling, “All I wanted was some steak!”
While police have yet to determine the exact cause of the fight, a former employee believes the 
brawl began over steak.
Dylan Becker, a former Golden Corral employee, told the local Philadelphia CBS affiliate. “From 
what I heard, it was over steak. Apparently somebody cut in line.”
Becker said a friend, who still works at the restaurant, gave them the inside scoop.
The police have not yet determined who started the altercation but that individual or individuals 
could face multiple charges including simple assault.
Supply chain issues caused by the global pandemic have hit the meat industry hard. The 
combination of the omicron surge and a mass of resignations have left grocery stores, and 
apparently Golden Corral locations, without the food to satisfy customers.
According to Paul Lightfoot. president and founder of Brightfarms, “We don’t have a problem 
with farms producing enough food. We have problems with not enough labor in the supply 
chains between the farms and the consumers.”
Analysis from Purdue University suggested that “animal slaughtering and processing” is the 
most likely to be impacted by labor disruptions.
According to Ahmad Zia Wahdat, who worked on the research paper. “If something happens, it 
actually leads to a much larger loss in production compared to any other food industry on that 
list,” due to the large number of individuals needed to take an animal from slaughter to the 

consumer.
A food fight at a Pennsylvania Golden Corral that was allegedly caused by a cut in line and a 
shortage of steak may have its origins in the United States’ current supply chain issues.
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Mason Greenwood Further Arrested on Suspicion of Threats to Kill' as Police Extend Holding 
Time
By - Nevin Brown

Manchester United forward Mason Greenwood, initially arrested on Sunday after images 
surfaced on social media that showed a bloodied, bruised woman - as well as audio revealing
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domestic violence - has been additionally charged by Greater Manchester Police (GMP) with 
rape and the threat of deadly force.
The GMP were granted a second extension by a magistrate to keep Greenwood in custody until 
Wednesday for further questioning. Authorities had earlier granted an extension on Monday.
A GMP spokesperson said inquiries were continuing and a woman was being "offered specialist 
support."
The graphic images and audio that made it to social media are believed to be Greenwood’s 
former girlfriend, Harriet Robson.
Robson’s father told the MailOnline. “The first thing we knew about this was at 6am this 
morning. It is dreadful. I’m just coming to terms with it all.”
“As a father you don’t want to know things like that happening to your daughter,” Robson stated, 
adding that “the police have been round and she has made a statement to them.”
The father explained how the images made it to social media and why they quickly were brought 
down. “She has told us her phone has been hacked. We told her to take it down, which she has 
done but it’s out there now so it is too late,” he said.
After Greenwood was taken into custody, Manchester United announced the player’s indefinite 
suspension. Additionally, EA Sports has removed him from all game modes of FIFA video 
games, and sports apparel giant Nike has suspended their business relationship with him.
Nike released a statement that read: “We have suspended our relationship with Mason 
Greenwood. We are deeply concerned by the disturbing allegations and will continue to closely 
monitor the situation.”
Greenwood, 20, came through the Manchester United youth ranks before making his first-team 
debut for the club in March of 2019 at 17. In February 2021 he signed a four-year contract with 
United.
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US Puts Several Thousand More Troops on Standby to Deploy Over Ukraine Crisis - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The Pentagon has ordered several thousand more 
troops to be on standby to deploy to Europe in addition to the 8,500 already put on heightened 
alert, The Wall Street Journal reported on Wednesday, citing US officials.
None of the new forces have been authorized to enter Ukraine, and all of the deployments are 
expected to be temporary, the newspaper said.
President Joe Biden has directed the Defense Department to deploy more than 3,000 US forces 
to Europe, with 2,000 soldiers being sent to Poland and Germany this week, according to the 
report.
Moreover, some 1,000 troops based in Germany will be repositioned to Romania.
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Biden OKs Extra US Troops to Eastern Europe, Soldiers to Deploy in Coming Days - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden has formally approved additional 
US military deployments to Eastern Europe over the Ukraine crisis, with soldiers departing in the 
coming days, CNN reported on Wednesday, citing American officials.
The Pentagon is expected to announce later on Wednesday that thousands of additional US 
forces will deploy to Europe, including some 2,000 troops to Poland and a few thousand to 
southeastern NATO countries, including Romania, the sources said.
They will be deployed on a bilateral basis with host countries, as there has been no decision to 
activate a multinational NATO response force.
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US Senator Vows to Press Officials at Secret Briefing on Conducting Strikes in Afghanistan

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The top Republican on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Jim Inhofe, promised to press US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken at a classified briefing scheduled for Wednesday on any plans to carry out 
over-the-horizon strikes against terrorist targets in Afghanistan.
The Senate Armed Services Committee and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee will hold 
a classified briefing on Afghanistan with Blinken and Austin on Wednesday morning.
"Here’s what I’d like to hear from Secretary Blinken and Secretary Austin... I want to understand 
what threats we face from terrorist organizations in Afghanistan today. I want to know how the 
administration plans to counter these threats, seeing as we have conducted zero 
over-the-horizon counterterrorism strikes since August - not even to punish the terrorists who 
killed 13 American service members at Abbey Gate, as the president promised to do," inhofe 
said in a press release on Tuesday.
Inhofe also said he will seek an update on the number of Americans still in Afghanistan since 
the mass exodus in August.
As part of the Doha pact, the Taliban provided the US with assurances that it would not become 
a terrorist safe haven.
In December, the Afghanistan Ambassador to Tajikistan Muhammad Zahir Agbar told Sputnik 
that the Taliban (under UN sanctions over terrorist activities) grants al-Qaeda and Islamic State 
fighters Afghan passports. The practice is a signal that terrorism is being legalized there, the 
ambassador said.
The terrorist threat to the US homeland from externally-directed attacks is at its lowest since 
September 11,2001, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and 
Combating Terrorism Milancy Harris told the US House of Representatives in December. 
However, the United States still faces a number of terrorist groups committed to targeting its 
interests and personnel abroad, Harris added.
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US Defense Chief, UAE Crown Prince Discuss Security Cooperation Against Houthis - 
Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and UAE Crown 
Prince Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan during a telephone call discussed military cooperation 
between the two countries to defend against Houthi attacks and other potential threats in the 
Middle East region, Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby said.
"Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III spoke today with Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan of the United Arab Emirates (UAE)," Kirby said in a statement on Tuesday. 
"The two leaders discussed the recent Houthi attacks against the UAE that caused civilian 
casualties and also threatened US and Emirati armed forces stationed at Al Dhafra Air Base. 
The Secretary reiterated his strong condemnation of these attacks, and his commitment to 
US-UAE strategic partnership."
The Houthi movement said earlier in the day that it had attacked the UAE's operational 
headquarters in Yemen's southern province of Shabwa with a ballistic missile.
Austin notified the Crown Prince of his decision to deploy Fifth-generation fighter jets to help the 
UAE defend against threats in the region, the release said.
Austin also reviewed steps the United States has already taken to support the UAE's defenses, 
including providing early warning intelligence, collaborating on air defense and sending the US 
Navy guided missile destroyer USS Cole to join UAE Navy forces.
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Two Campus Police Officers Killed by Gunman at Virginia College - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - Two campus police officers were shot and killed by a 
gunman at Bridgewater College in the state of Virginia, a school official said in a statement. 
"Today our campus community experienced unspeakable tragedy," a school official said in a 
statement sent to the campus community on Tuesday. "Two members of the Bridgewater 
College family were senselessly and violently taken from us. The sadness is palpable. Words 
are not adequate, not nearly so, to express the grief, sadness, fear and - justifiably - the anger 
we all feel."
The campus police officers killed in the shooting were identified as John Painter and J.J. 
Jefferson.
Virginia State Police said in a statement earlier that the suspect involved in the shooting has 
been taken into police custody.
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US Places Federal Prison System on National Lockdown Due to Killing of 2 Inmates in Texas

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The Bureau of Prisons announced in a statement that it 
has placed all US federal prisons on a nationwide lockdown as a result of an incident in a 
Beaumont, Texas, prison in which two inmates were killed and another two injured.
‘In an abundance of caution, the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) is securing our facilities as a 

temporary measure to ensure the good order of our institutions. We anticipate this security 
measure will be short-lived,” the statement said on Tuesday.
The Bureau of Prisons explained that a number of inmates engaged in an altercation at the US 
federal penitentiary in Beaumont, Texas, on Monday. Four inmates were injured in the 
altercation and taken to a local hospital, where two of them died of their injuries.
Media reported that the altercation was gang-related and involved the notorious Central 
American gang Mara Salvatrucha 13, or MS-13. The report alleged that the Bureau of Prisons 
decided to put the 120 federal prison facilities on lockdown out of concern that additional gang 
violence in retaliation for the deaths could spread to other prisons.
Bureau of Prison officials said they will continue to monitor the situation and will adjust their 
operations accordingly.
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US House Majority Leader Hoyer Tests Positive for COVID-19 - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US House of Representatives Majority Leader Steny 
Hoyer said he tested positive for the novel coronavirus and so far is experiencing mild 
symptoms.
"This afternoon, I tested positive for COVI D-19, and I am experiencing mild symptoms," Hoyer 
said in a press release on Tuesday.
Hoyer said he is fully vaccinated and has also received the so-called third or booster vaccine 
injection.
The House Majority Leader said he will work from home this week throughout his quarantine 
period and will use proxy voting.
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Trump Lawyers Attempt to Quash Subpoenas in New York Attorney General Probe - Filings
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WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - Lawyers representing former US President Donald 
Trump are attempting to quash subpoenas issued to him and his children ordering testimony as 
part of a civil investigation conducted by York Attorney General Letitia James into alleged fraud, 
according to court filings.
"Letitia James’ extraordinary public statements - condemning Donald Trump’s political views and 
promising to ‘take on’ Mr. Trump and his family, associates, and companies - is powerful 
evidence that the OAG impermissibly targeted Donald Trump’s associates and companies for 
investigation and prosecution based solely on political animus. Such selective prosecution 
violates the Equal Protection Clauses of the Federal and New York States Constitutions and 
requires that the subpoenas be quashed," one court document said on Tuesday.
The lawyers argued that the investigation was launched to inhibit or punish Trump for exercising 
freedom of speech and political association and on those grounds formally requested the court 
to quash the subpoenas.
James initiated the investigation in March of 2019, following the testimony of Trump's former 
lawyer Michael Cohen before Congress, in which he accused the former president of 
exaggerating his fortunes for more advantageous loan and insurance conditions while 
understating his assets’ value in order to lower real estate taxes.
In December, James issued subpoenas to Trump and his children, requesting them to testify no 
later than January 7. In January, James filed a motion to obligate the former president and his 
children to appear for sworn testimony.
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Biden Appoints Coordinator to Probe Havana Syndrome

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said he appointed an official 
from the White House National Security Council to serve as the coordinator for an investigation 
into the so-called Havana syndrome attacks.
"I hereby designate the Senior Director for Intelligence Programs for the National Security 
Council staff to serve as the Anomalous Health Incidents (AHI) Interagency Coordinator," Biden 
said in a memo to his national security team on Tuesday. "I further direct that, no later than 
February 25, 2022, you issue, updated guidance to the elements of your workforce who are 
determined to be at risk of exposure to AH I."
Last month, the US Central Intelligence Agency said in an interim assessment that it does not 
consider Havana syndrome to be the result of a deliberate global campaign by any hostile 
power, but it is possible there are foreign actors involved in some cases.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Democratic Senator Lujan Undergoes Brain Surgery After Suffering Stroke - Statement
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WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US Senator Ben Ray Lujan of New Mexico has 
undergone decompressive surgery to ease swelling in his brain after suffering a stroke, his 
office announced in a press release.
"Early Thursday morning, Senator Lujan began experiencing dizziness and fatigue. Senator 
Lujan was found to have suffered a stroke in the cerebellum, affecting his balance," the 
senator's chief of staff Carlos Sanchez said in a statement Tuesday. "As part of his treatment 
plan, he subsequently underwent decompressive surgery to ease swelling."
Lujan's hospitalization affects the balance of power in the US Senate, which the Democrats 
barely control.
Although the 100-seat US Senate is currently split evenly along party lines, the Democrats have 
an edge because Vice President Kamala Harris represents the tie-breaking vote, if needed, in 
her role as Senate President.
Hence, the loss of Lujan's single vote threatens continued Democratic control of the upper 
chamber.
However, if Lujan were to die or be forced to retire from the Senate, New Mexico Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham is also a Democrat and would appoint an interim senator from the same 
party preserving control of the Senate.
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Blinken, Cyprus Foreign Minister Discuss Ukraine, Climate Change - US State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Cyprus 
Foreign Minister loannis Kasoulides discussed the situation in Ukraine and climate change, 
among a range of regional and bilateral issues, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said. 
"The Secretary and Foreign Minister discussed a range of bilateral and regional issues, 
including the importance of coordinating actions in support of Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity," Price said in a release on Tuesday.
Both officials underscored the importance of increasing scientific collaboration on climate 
change and emerging technologies through the upcoming signing of the bilateral Science and 
Technology Agreement, the release said.
Blinken reaffirmed the United States’ support of United Nations-facilitated efforts to reunify 
Cyprus as a bizonal, bicommunal federation with political equality to benefit, the release added. 
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Schumer Says He Hopes to Get Bipartisan Russia Sanctions Bill on Floor 'Relatively Soon'

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer expressed 
hope that lawmakers will be able to adopt a strong sanctions bill against Russia over Ukraine 
relatively soon.
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Last week, US media reported that eight Democratic and Republican senators were preparing a 
new bipartisan so-called "veto proof" bill to impose compulsory economic sanctions on Russia 
and other measures over the tensions with Ukraine.
"I am hopeful that we can get a strong bipartisan sanctions bill to the floor relatively soon," 
Schumer told reporters on Tuesday.
The Senate's top Democrat also said they will continue working very closely to get a final 
agreement. However, he admitted, there are several outstanding issues that they are currently 
working on.
The text of the new bill has not yet been finalized and it is not certain whether US President Joe 
Biden will decide to openly support it, according to media reports.
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Pfizer, BioNTech Say Seeking Emergency Authorization for COVID-19 Vaccine for Kids Under 5

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The pharmaceutical companies Pfizer and BioNTech 
said in a press release that they are seeking Emergency Use Authorization for their COVID-19 
vaccine for use in children between six-months and four-years of age.
"Pfizer Inc. (NYSE: PFE) and BioNTech SE (Nasdaq: BNTX) today announced that following a 
request from the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) the companies have initiated a rolling 
submission seeking to amend the Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine to include children 6 months through 4 years of age (6 months to <5 years of 
age), in response to the urgent public health need in this population," the release said on 
Tuesday.
Pfizer and BioNTech said they expect to complete the EUA submission in the coming days, the 
release also said.
BioNTech CEO Ugur Sahin said in the release that the vaccine has demonstrated favorable 
safety, tolerability and efficacy profiles in multiple clinical trials starting from five-years old.
The requested EUA would authorize the first two doses of a planned three-dose primary series 
in the age demographic, the release said.
A third vaccine dose will be needed in the future to achieve high levels of protection against 
current and potential future coronavirus variants, but that the EUA will give parents an 
opportunity to begin the vaccination series while awaiting an authorization for the third dose, 
Pfizer CEO Alber Bourla said.
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US Expects Thorough Probe, Accountability in Death of American in Ramallah - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States expects that a thorough investigation 
will be undertaken into the death of a US citizen near Ramallah and a full accountability of those 
responsible for his death, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
"The United States expects a thorough criminal investigation and full accountability in this case, 
and we welcome receiving additional information on these efforts as soon as possible,” Price 
said in a statement on Tuesday.
The Israeli Defense Force (IDF) public summary of the investigation further states that 
disciplinary action is being taken against the commander of the “Netzah Yehuda” Battalion and 
other officers responsible for the unit involved in the incident, and that the Military Police 
Criminal Investigation Division investigation of the case is ongoing, Price also said.
On January 12, Omar Asad was found dead in the West Bank village of Jiljiliya near Rammalah, 
according to a media reports. Asad was an 80-year-old Palestinian returning with his family after 
visiting relatives when they were stopped by Israeli soldiers who were taking part in an 
operation in the village.
Price emphasized in the statement that the United States is deeply concerned by the 
circumstances of Assad’s death after Israeli soldiers detained him in the West Bank.
“We note the public statement on the report of the Israeli Defense Forces Commanders’ 
Investigation into the case and its findings, including the determination that ‘the incident showed 
a clear lapse of moral judgment’ and a failure to ‘protect the sanctity of any human life,”’ Price 
said. “We continue to discuss this troubling incident with the Israeli government.”
The mayor of Ramallah, Fuad Moutee, said Asad died of a heart attack while he was still 
handcuffed, according to media reports.
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One Student Dead, Another Injured in Shooting Next to Minnesota School - Police

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - One student is dead and another is injured following a 
shooting at a school in the US state of Minnesota, Richfield Police Department Chief Jay 
Henthorne said.
"We had a shooting that occurred at the Salt Education Center," Henthorne said during a press 
briefing on Tuesday. "Officers arrived and discovered two students had been shot on the 
sidewalk outside of the school... Unfortunately, one of the students succumbed to his injuries, 
the other student remains in critical condition at this time."
The investigation into the shooting is ongoing and the authorities are searching for the suspects, 
Henthorne said.
There is no further threat to the area and the lockdowns placed at various schools earlier have 
been lifted, Henthorne said.
Henthorne did not disclose the names or the ages of the victims or the possible motive for the 
shooting.
Minnesota Governor Tim Wblz wrote on Twitter that he was briefed on the incident and noted 
that state police is working in tandem with local law enforcement.
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US Asks UN Security Council to Discuss North Korea’s Latest Missile Launch - Source at UN

UNITED NATIONS, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States has requested the UN Security 
Council to hold a meeting on Thursday to discuss the latest missile launch by North Korea, a 
diplomatic source at the United Nations told Sputnik.
"I can confirm that the United States has made a request,” the source said when asked whether 
the United States had asked for holding a meeting on Thursday.
On Sunday, North Korea launched a Hwasong-12 ballistic missile with a range of 4,500 
kilometers (2,796 miles), making it the longest-range missile tested by Pyongyang since 2017. 
The missile launch test was the seventh that North Korea has already conducted this year.
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White House Condemns Recent Bomb Threats Against Several Black Colleges

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The US administration decries the recent string of 
threats targeting historically black colleges and universities across the country, White House 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki said.
Over the recent days, several historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) across the 
United States have received bomb threats.
"\Ne condemn these disturbing threats and our thoughts are with the students, faculties and staff 
of these historic institutions," Psaki told a briefing on Tuesday.
The US administration "does not have an assessment at this point" and is continuing to monitor 
the situation, she added.
On Tuesday, Edward Waters University, located in Jacksonville, Florida, said it had received a 
threat and informed the local sheriffs office. Fort Valley State University in the US state of 
Georgia reported a similar threat.
Several other colleges and universities with mostly black students have received bomb threats 
in V\feshington and the states of Maryland, Kentucky, Louisiana and Mississippi, according to 
media reports.
On Monday, six schools received bomb threats, prompting law enforcement to investigate.
Three of the schools had been the target of bomb threats earlier in January.
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US Willing to Discuss Giving Russia Way to Verify No Missiles in Poland, Romania - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States told Russia that they are willing to 
discuss with them a way to verify that no Tomahawk cruise missiles are stationed in Poland or 
Romania, Bloomberg reported.
Washington told Moscow that it is willing to discuss giving Russia a way to verify that there are 
no Tomahawk cruise missiles stationed at NATO bases in Romania and Poland but on condition 
that Russia share similar information on certain bases in Russia, Bloomberg reporter Jennifer 
Jacobs said via Twitter on Tuesday citing unnamed sources.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) -

RUSSIA'S SECURITY GUARANTEES PROPOSALS
* Russian President Vladimir Putin expressed hope that eventually a solution to the issue of 
security guarantees will be found, but noted that so far it is difficult to say exactly what it will look 
like.
* Putin said that Moscow understands by Washington’s and NATO's response to security 
guarantees that Russian crucial concerns are ignored.
* Moscow is finalizing its reaction to the response of Washington and its NATO allies on security 
guarantees, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said.
* Russia expects a reaction from every NATO member on a letter about the principle of 
indivisible security, Lavrov said.

LAVROV-BLINKEN TALKS
* Moscow is concerned over the stance of several NATO countries on the principle of indivisible 
security, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said on Tuesday after his phone conversation 
with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
* Blinken's phone conversation with Lavrov was professional and frank, and the former 
expressed the United States' readiness to continue talks with Russia, Reuters reported on 
Tuesday, citing a senior State Department official.
* Blinken highlighted the United States’ willingness to engage with Russia on security issues 
bilaterally and alongside allies and partners during his call with Lavrov on Tuesday, State 
Department spokesman Ned Price said.
* Blinken spoke with officials representing allies and partners including NATO and the European 
Union following his discussion with Lavrov, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said.

RUSSIA-HUNGARY RELATIONS
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* Hungary has proposed to expand cooperation with Russia in the fields of energy, transport, 
industry and agriculture, and Moscow views the offer positively, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said on Tuesday.
* Putin and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban discussed the EU-Russia relations and the 
situation in Ukraine during a meeting in Moscow.
* Hungary is interested in increasing deliveries of Russian gas by one billion cubic meters per 
year, Orban said.

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* The Canadian government called on its citizens on Tuesday to refrain from traveling to Ukraine 
due to the alleged risk of armed conflict.
* Russia will not stop trying to convince Kiev and the United States of the futility of escalating 
the situation on the line of contact in Donbas, Konstantin Gavrilov, the head of the Russian 
delegation at the military security and arms control talks in Vienna, told Sputnik.
* Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed a decree, which provides for the army's 
increase by 100,000 people over the next three years, the creation of an additional 20 brigades 
and an increase in the term of service under the contract.

PUTIN-DRAGHI TALKS
* Russian President Vladimir Putin, in a conversation with Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, 
outlined Russia's approaches to security guarantees, emphasizing the importance of observing 
the principle of indivisibility of security, the Kremlin said on Tuesday.
* Putin and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi have noted during a phone conversation the 
need for concrete steps by the Ukrainian authorities to implement the Minsk agreements on the 
Donbas settlement, the Kremlin said.
* Putin and Draghi have noted during a phone conversation the need for concrete steps by the 
Ukrainian authorities to implement the Minsk agreements on the Donbas settlement, the Kremlin 
said.
* Putin told Draghi that Moscow was ready to further ensure stable deliveries of Russian natural 
gas to Italy, the Kremlin said.

VIOLENCE IN GUINEA-BISSAU
* UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres calls for an immediate end to the fighting which is 
reportedly underway near the government palace in the capital of Guinea-Bissau, spokesman 
Farhan Haq said.
* The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) expressed its concern over the 
shooting in Guinea-Bissau, decrying the situation there as a coup attempt.
* Guinea-Bissau President Umaro Sissoco Embalo said on Tuesday that the situation in Bissau, 
the country’s capital, is calm again after reports of gunshots near the government palace.
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Senate Republicans \Aforried How China Will Read US Reaction to Ukraine - McConnell

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US Senate Republicans are worried about how China 
will assess what they see as a belated and ineffectual response by President Joe Biden to the 
alleged Russian threat to Ukraine, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell told reporters on 
Tuesday.
"We are worried about how the Chinese read our reaction to the Russian potential incursion into 
Ukraine," McConnell told a Capitol Hill press conference after his regular weekly launch with 
Republican senators.
McConnell also said he was in favor of supplying Ukraine with more lethal weapons before any 
incursion occurred in order to potentially inflict "real damage" on the Russian Army in the event 
of an invasion and imposing damaging banking system financial sanctions on Russia as well. 
"My view remains that sanctions after the incursion will be less effective than sanctions before 
we discussed that at length at lunch. ... Before the invasion occurs, send the Ukrainians 
weapons they can fight with: Give them the chance to inflict some real damage on the Russians 
if they come in," McConnell said.
The sanctions that could really bring Russia to its knees were proposed financial ones related to 
the banking system, McConnell said. It was also important to beef up NATO’s presence in 
Ukraine and let the Ukrainians and US NATO allies know the United States strongly supported 
them, he added.
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White House Says Has No Biden-Zelenskyy Call to Preview

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The White House has no call between US President Joe 
Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to predict but the two leaders are in regular 
touch to discuss the situation around the country, spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
"He [Biden] has talked to him [Zelenskyy] a couple of times in the last few weeks and we have 
been in regular contact," Psaki said during a press briefing. "So, certainly it [phone call] is 
possible. Ws've been in regular touch, but I don’t have any call to predict at this point."
Besides Biden himself, US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan and Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken are in close contact with their Ukrainian counterparts, Psaki added.
On Monday, CNN reported, citing a senior Ukrainian official, that the latest talks between the 
two leaders "did not go well" due to differences over the risk levels of an alleged "Russian 
invasion." Biden purportedly told Zelenskyy that an invasion of Ukraine may be imminent, while 
the latter questioned the assessment. White House National Security Council spokesperson 
Emily Horne dismissed the reports as false.
The situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after Russia was 
accused by NATO and Ukraine of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and allegedly 
preparing for an invasion. Russia has consistently denied any plans to invade Ukraine, saying it
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has the right to move troops inside its territory, responding to what it considers threats to its 
national security, such as a growing NATO presence in Eastern Europe.
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US Offers $10Mln Reward in Hunt for Iranian Cyber Actors Over Alleged Election Meddling

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The US State Department said on Tuesday it will pay up 
to $10 million for information about two Iranians who were allegedly involved in a cyber 
campaign to influence the 2020 presidential election.
"The Department seeks information on Iranian cyber actors Seyyed Mohammad Hosein Musa 
Kazemi and Sajjad Kashian - contractors employed by Iranian cyber company Emennet 
Pasargad ~ who participated in an Iranian state-sponsored, multi-phased online operation that 
attempted to interfere with the 2020 U.S. presidential election," the statement read.
Both individuals maintained malign activities from at least August through November 2020, 
trying to undermine Americans’ faith in their electoral process, it added.
Kazemi used compromising servers to carry out a voter intimidation and influence campaign by 
sending threatening emails, while Kashian managed computer network infrastructure to achieve 
similar goals, according to the State Department.
Both actors, as well as their employer Emennet Pasargad were designated last November. They 
face sanctions and federal criminal charges in connection with their activities, the statement 
read.
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Pentagon Says No Announcements on Any Deployment Orders With Respect to Ukraine

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US Department of Defense Press Secretary John Kirby 
said on Tuesday there are no new announcements to make about any deployment orders or 
troop movements in Eastern Europe with respect to Ukraine.
"No announcements to speak to today with respect to any other deployment orders or troop 
movements with respect to the situation in Ukraine," Kirby said during a press briefing.
Kirby later added that no potential host nations in Eastern Europe have requested US troops in 
response to security concerns over a potential conflict breaking out over the Ukraine situation. 
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said earlier that the United States is not considering 
any unilateral actions to support Ukraine, including sending additional American forces to the 
country amid ongoing tensions with Russia.
In January, 8,500 American troops were placed on high alert in response to the situation around 
Ukraine. These 8,500 troops on high alert are from brigade combat teams, medical personnel, 
aviation support, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, according to the Pentagon.
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Biden Says Hopes to Decide on US Supreme Court Justice Nominee by End of Month

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden said on Tuesday that he intends to 
decide who will be the next nominee for justice on the US Supreme Court by the end of 
February.
"I intend to make this decision and get it to my colleagues by the end of the month, that’s my 
hope,” Biden said during a meeting with members on the US Senate Judiciary Committee.
Biden also said that he intends to factor in the advice of Senate members during the selection 
and nomination process.
The US president said he is acting on identifying a nominee for a new justice after Supreme 
Court Justice Stephen Breyer announced that he would retire.
Biden also reaffirmed his commitment to nominate the first black woman to the position.
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US Not Considering Unilateral Actions to Support Ukraine, Including Sending Troops - Psaki

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States is not considering any unilateral 
actions to support Ukraine, including sending American troops to the country, amid mounting 
tensions with Russia, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
"You mean sending US troops to Ukraine? No," Psaki told a briefing, when asked whether the 
White House is weighing any unilateral actions to support Kiev, including sending troops to 
Ukraine.
In January, 8,500 American troops were placed on high alert in response to the situation around 
Ukraine. These 8,500 troops on high alert are from brigade combat teams, medical personnel, 
aviation support, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, according to the Pentagon.
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No Potential Host Nations Have Requested US Troop Presence Over Ukraine Crisis - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - No potential host nations have reached out at this time 
to request US troop presence over the Ukraine crisis, Department of Defense spokesman John 
Kirby said on Tuesday.
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"Not right now," Kirby told a press briefing, when asked whether he could name any of the 
potential nations that have requested US troop deployment.
"We’re in close consultation with them. If and when there are decisions to deploy additional US 
forces on allied territory in lockstep with those countries, we will certainly be as transparent with 
you as we can be," he said.
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Blinken After Talks With Lavrov Spoke With NATO, OSCE, EU Officials - State Dept.
(Updates with more details in paras 3, 4)
WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke with 
officials representing allies and partners, including from NATO and the European Union, 
following his discussion with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"After Secretary Blinken had an opportunity to speak with Foreign Minister Lavrov, he then 
immediately picked up the phone and spoke with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, 
OSCE Chairman-in-Office Zbigniew Rau, and EU High Representative Josep Borrell. The 
Secretary thought it was important to engage them immediately on his discussion with Foreign 
Minister Lavrov," Price said during a press briefing.
Blinken reaffirmed the United States' support for Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
Price later said in a readout of the call.
The participants also agreed to continue to coordinate closely and committed to seek a 
diplomatic solution to prevent aggression against Ukraine, Price added.
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US Pauses Most Assistance to Burkina Faso Gov't After Military Takeover - State Dept. 
(Updates with additional, background info in paras 3-6)
WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States has halted aid to Burkina Faso as it 
keeps monitoring the situation after the military seized power in the African country, State 
Department spokesman Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"We have paused most assistance for the government of Burkina Faso as we continue to 
monitor the situation," Price told a press briefing.
Price added that Washington continues to evaluate that impact of what it has seen transpiring in 
Burkina Faso on its engagements with the country.
Rebels who came to power after a military coup in Burkina Faso have appointed their leader, Lt. 
Col. Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba, as the country’s president and the military’s 
commander-in-chief, the Burkina24 news agency reported on Monday.
The rebel leaders made such a statement on national television, according to the news agency. 
On January 23, intense gunfire was heard in two military camps in Burkina Faso's capital of 
Ouagadougou. One of the camps housed a prison where General Gilbert Diendere and other
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military involved in a failed 2015 coup were held. Diendere was freed, while the president and 
parliament leader Alassane Bala Sakande, his potential successor, was captured by mutinying 
soldiers.
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US Rejects Amnesty International Report Accusing Israel of Apartheid - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States rejects the view alleged in a recent 
Amnesty International report that Israel maintains an apartheid state for Palestinians, State 
Department Spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"We have our own rigorous standards and processes for making determinations on potential 
human rights abuses, for documenting what we see take place around the world, including on 
an annual basis in the human rights report. What I will say, however, is that we reject the view 
that Israel’s actions constitute apartheid," Price said during a press briefing when asked about 
the report.
The Amnesty International Report, released on Tuesday, details an investigation into how Israel 
allegedly enforces an apartheid system against Palestinians. The report describes seizures of 
Palestinian land, unlawful kilings, and movement restrictions among other purported evidence of 
apartheid.
Price said the US has an enduring partnership with Israel and supports the effort of the 
government, the Palestinian Authority and human rights activists to ensure accountability for 
human rights violations.
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US Pauses Most Assistance to Burkina Faso Gov't After Military Takeover - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States has halted aid to Burkina Faso as it 
keeps monitoring the situation after the military seized power in the African country, State 
Department spokesman Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"We have paused most assistance for the government of Burkina Faso as we continue to 
monitor the situation," Price told a press briefing.
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US Remains Open to Another Leader-Level Engagement With Russia - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States continues to be open to another 
leader-to-leader engagement with Russia, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said in a 
press briefing on Tuesday.
"It really depends on where we are. You’ve heard repeatedly from President [Joe] Biden... that 
he and we remain open and amenable to another leader-level engagement between President 
Biden and [Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin," Price said.
The US understands the Russians are also willing to engage in dialogue, but it remains to be 
seen in what form, he added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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US ’Absolutely Open' to More Talks With Russia, Door for Diplomacy Open - White House

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States is ready for more talks with Russia, 
and the door for diplomacy is open, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said Tuesday.
"V\fe are absolutely open for more talks with Russia ... the door to diplomacy with Russia is 
open," she told a briefing.
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Nebenzia Says Russia Security Proposals to US, NATO Should Not Be Linked to Ukraine Crisis

UNITED NATIONS, February 1 (Sputnik) - Drawing the parallels between the recent security 
proposals sent by Russia to the United States and NATO with the current situation in Ukraine is 
wrong, Russian Ambassador to the United Nations Vassily Nebenzia said during a press 
conference, marking the start of Russia’s UN Security Council presidency for the month of 
February.
"It is wrong to link our security proposals to the US and NATO with the situation in Ukraine as it 
was presented by the Western partners," he told journalists.
Russia did drills in the past but suddenly the troops are portrayed as a danger to Ukraine, 
Nebenzia said.
However, Nebenzia said the US and Russia continue to have areas where they negotiate, 
including the Iranian nuclear deal, cybersecurity and strategic dialogue, he said.
"V\fe continue to have a dialogue on Afghanistan, we have an extended troika [meeting]," he 
said.
The Russian government has expressed concerns over NATO's military activity near its borders 
and over the alliance's plans to further expand eastward, including in Ukraine. Russian officials 
have also expressed concern about the United States and its allies’ military support for Ukraine, 
including the increase in the number of instructors near the breakaway Donbas region.
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said that Moscow does not exclude that the "hysteria" 
around Ukraine fueled by the West is aimed at covering Kiev's plans to sabotage the Minsk 
agreements on the peace process in the Donbas.
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Blinken After Talks With Lavrov Spoke With NATO, OSCE, EU Officials - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke with 
officials representing allies and partners including NATO and the European Union following his 
discussion with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, State Department Spokesperson Ned 
Price said on Tuesday during a press briefing.
"After Secretary Blinken had an opportunity to speak with Foreign Minister Lavrov, he then 
immediately picked up the phone and spoke with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, 
OSCE Chairman-in-Office Zbigniew Rau, and EU High Representative Joseph Borrell. The 
Secretary thought it was important to engage them immediately on his discussion with Foreign 
Minister Lavrov," Price said.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
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UPDATE - Virginia Police Confirm ’Active Incident' Underway Amid Reports of Shooter on 
Campus
(Adds update on a suspect being in police custody in para 5)
WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The Bridgewater Police Department confirmed to 
Sputnik on Tuesday that there is an active incident underway amid reports of a shooter on the 
campus at the local college.
An official with Bridgewater Police Department said she could not comment on the situation due 
to an "active incident in the area."
Bridgewater College sent out an alert via Twitter warning about reports of an active shooter on 
campus and advised everyone to shelter in place.
Bridgewater College emphasized that its alert is not a test and Virginia state police officers are 
on the scene.
At 2:08 p.m. EST (19:00 GMT), Bridgewater College said in a tweet that a suspect is in police 
custody, while the situation is "still ongoing" and everyone should continue to shelter where they 

are.
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ExxonMobil Says to Spend Up To $24Bln on New Oil Wells, Projects After Bumper 2021 Profit
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WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - ExxonMobil will spend up to $24 billion on developing 
new oil wells and other key projects after surging crude and natural gas prices helped it post the 
largest profit in eight years for 2021, America’s largest publicly-traded energy firm said.
"For 2022, the company expects to spend between $21 billion and $24 billion," ExxonMobil said, 
identifying key development projects in the US shale oil basin of Permian and in the waters off 
the North Atlantic coast of Guyana in South America.
ExxonMobil said it earned $23 billion in 2021, recouping all of the $20.07 billion it lost in 2020 as 
a result of the coronavirus pandemic which severely hurt demand and prices of oil and gas. The 
2020 loss came on the back of $16.6 billion of capital expenditure on new projects.
Oil corporations around the world are investing big money again in developing new energy 
sources as crude and gas prices hit multi-year highs amid demand from economies recovering 
from COVID-19 shocks.
Benchmark London-traded Brent crude traded as high as $91.70 per barrel this week, the first 
time it had done so since October 2014.
US natural gas peaked at above $7.34 per thermal unit this week, its highest since October 
2008.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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US State Dept. Sees 'Intersection' Where US, Russia Can Address Mutual Security Concerns

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States believes that there is an "intersection" 
where Washington and Moscow can address their mutual security concerns, State Department 
spokesman Ned Price said on Tuesday.
“V\fe believe that there is an intersection where we can address those mutual concerns on a 
reciprocal basis,” Price said. “That will require intensive, substantive, serious, sustained 
diplomacy if we are to get there. We’re prepared for that," Price told a press briefing.
The US understands that the Russians are also willing to engage in dialogue, it remains to be 
seen in what form, the diplomat added.
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Nebenzia Says UN to Name New Special Envoy for Libya by End of April

UNITED NATIONS, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United Nations is expected to name a new 
Special Envoy for Libya and head of the Support Mission in the country (UNSMIL) by the end of 
April, Russian Permanent Representative and President of the Security Council for February 
Vassily Nebenzia said on Tuesday.
"The timeframe is more or less the end of April when we expect that we have the name which 
would have been agreed by the Security Council and we will have the new [Special
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Representative]," Nebenzia said when asked when to expect a new envoy for Libya to be 
named.
In November, following the sudden resignation of the UN Special Envoy for Libya, Jan Kubis,
UN chief Antonio Guterres appointed US diplomat Stephanie Williams as his special adviser. 
According to Nebenzia, Williams’ contract expires by the end of April 2022.
On Monday, the UN Security Council adopted a resolution to extend the UN mission in Libya 
until April 30. The document also said the Council "recognizes the Secretary-General's 
responsibility to appoint a Special Envoy."
Libya ceased to be a united country in 2011, when its leader Muammar Gaddafi was ousted and 
assassinated. Last March, a transition government was voted in at a UN-backed gathering of 
Libyan delegates in Geneva in the hope that it would lead the North African nation into a general 
election on December 24, but the polls were delayed after the eligibility of some of 98 
candidates was questioned.
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FBI Urges Olympic Athletes to Keep Personal Cell Phones at Home, Use Burners at Games

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The FBI calls on US Olympic athletes to keep their 
personal cell phones at home and use burner phones during the upcoming 2022 Winter Games 
in Beijing, the Cyberescurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) said on Tuesday.
"The FBI urges all athletes to keep their personal cell phone at home and use a temporary 
phone while attending the events," the CISAsaid in a statement.
The FBI warns that malicious cyber actors could use a broad range of cyber activities to disrupt 
the Winter Olympics and Paralympics, the statement added.
"These activities include distributed denial-of-service attacks, ransomware, malware, social 
engineering, data theft or leaks, phishing campaigns, disinformation campaigns, and insider 
threats," it read.
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Virginia Police Confirm 'Active Incident' Underway Amid Reports of Shooter on Campus

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The Bridgewater Police Department confirmed to 
Sputnik on Tuesday that there is an active incident underway amid reports of a shooter on the 
campus at the local college.
An official with Bridgewater Police Department said she could not comment on the situation due 
to "active incident in the area."
The Bridgewater College sent out an alert via Twitter warning about reports of an active shooter 
on campus and advised everyone to shelter in place.
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Bridgewater College emphasized that its alert is not a test and Virginia state police officers are 
on the scene.
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FBI Warns of Cyber Activities Aimed at Disrupting Olympics - CISA

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has issued a 
warning to entities engaged in the upcoming Winter Olympics in Beijing citing potential cyber 
attacks aimed at disruption of the sport events, including ransomware and data theft, the US 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) said on Tuesday.
"The Federal Bureau of Investigation has released a Private Industry Notification to warn entities 
associated with the February 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics and March 2022 Paralympics that 
malicious cyber actors could use a broad range of cyber activities to disrupt these events," CISA 
said in a press release. "These activities include distributed denial-of-service attacks, 
ransomware, malware, social engineering, data theft or leaks, phishing campaigns, 
disinformation campaigns, and insider threats."
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Chinese National Jailed, Ordered to Pay Back $987,000 for iPhone Fraud - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - A Chinese national has been sentenced to two years in 
jail and ordered to pay back almost $1 million to the computer giant Apple for his part in a fraud 
conspiracy against the company, the Justice Department announced in a press release on 
Tuesday.
"Haiteng Wu, 32, of the People’s Republic of China, was sentenced today to serve 26 months in 
prison for participating in a three-year conspiracy to defraud Apple Inc. out of more than $1 
million," the Justice Department said.
Wu pleaded guilty in May 2020, in the US District Court for the District of Columbia to one count 
of conspiracy to commit mail fraud. Wu has already served his 26 months in custody and he 
was also ordered Wu to pay $987,000 in restitution and an identical amount in a forfeiture 
money judgment, the department said.
"Judge [Emmet] Sullivan previously ordered Wu to forfeit his interests in two condominium units, 
one in McLean, Virginia, the other in Arlington, Virginia. Wu purchased the Arlington 
condominium for cash during the conspiracy," the release said.
Wu and other conspirators received shipments of inauthentic iPhones from Hong Kong 
containing spoofed IMEI numbers and serial numbers that corresponded with authentic 
in-warranty iPhones. The conspirators then returned the inauthentic phones to Apple, claiming
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that the phones were legitimate in an effort to receive authentic replacement iPhones, the 
department said.
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US Job Openings at 10.9Mln at End of 2021 as Labor Demand Exceeds Supply - Labor Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - US job openings stood at 10.9 million at the end of 2021 
after increasing by 300,000 from end of November onward, the Labor Department said in its Job 
Openings And Labor Turnover (JOLTS) report.
“On the last business day of December, the number of job openings was... 10.9 million,” the 
report said. On the last day of November, there were 10.6 million job openings, the previous 
JOLTS report showed.
The report came ahead of Friday’s US non-farm payrolls report for December that would show 
how the labor market performed last month and for all of 2021 amid continued challenges from 
the effects of the coronavirus pandemic measures.
Economists surveyed by US media expect the economy to have added a net 150,000 jobs for 
December versus 199,000 for November.
After staggering unemployment triggered by the outbreak of the novel coronavirus in 2020, the 
labor market picked up last year, showing a jobless rate of 3.9% in December from a record 
high of 14.8% in April 2020. The Federal Reserve regards a jobless rate of 4% or below as 
"maximum employment.”
Still, jobs growth since the onset of the pandemic has not been even, with gains for some 
months coming in way below economists' expectations.
That has complicated the task of the Federal Reserve, which is closely watching numbers on 
employment, as well as those on inflation, to determine the timing and gravity of the first 
pandemic-era interest rate hike. The central bank slashed rates to almost zero after the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 crisis in March 2020, and has kept them there since.
The Federal Reserve now says the United States probably needs a series of rate hikes to 
counter inflation, as prices have soared from the lows of the pandemic due to trillions of dollars 
of federal relief spending, higher wage payouts and supply chain disruptions. The Federal 
Reserve’s target for inflation is 2% per year. But the US Consumer Price Index, an important 
barometer for inflation, grew by 7% in the year to December, expanding at its fastest rate since 
1982.
The United States is experiencing one of the greatest transformations of its employment market 
as the coronavirus pandemic measures upended labor supply and work trends, putting 
employees’ demands above those of employers.
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UN Chief Makes 'Strongest Possible Appeal' for Ceasefire in Ethiopia Ahead of Olympics

UNITED NATIONS, February 1 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday 
made the "strongest possible" appeal on the parties in Ethiopia to immediately halt fighting in 
the observance of the Olympic Truce tradition.
"As I prepare to leave for the Winter Olympics, I make the strongest possible appeal for all 
parties in Ethiopia for an immediate cessation of hostilities," Guterres said. "And this can allow 
for effective humanitarian access and relief to all affected populations throughout Ethiopia. And 
these actions will help pave the way to a much-needed inclusive national dialogue involving all 
Ethiopians."
The 2022 Olympic Games will be held in Beijing, China, from February 4 to February 20. 
Ethiopia has been struggling with a violent internal conflict since November 2020, when the 
central government accused the Tigray People's Liberation Front of attacking its military base 
and launched an anti-terrorist operation in the region. The ongoing conflict has claimed tens of 
thousands of lives, displaced millions of people, and caused a dire humanitarian crisis across 
the country.
According to the \Aforld Food Program, 83 percent of people in Ethiopia’s Tigray region are food 
insecure after 15 months of war and three-quarters of families experience a severe lack of food.
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US, Allies Believe Germany May Be Unreliable Partner in Crisis Over Ukraine - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The US administration and its allies believe that 
Germany with its severe dependence on Russian gas as well as business links with Russia, can 
be an unreliable partner in dealing with the Ukrainian crisis, The Wall Street Journal reported on 
Tuesday citing US senior officials.
In recent weeks, Germany has refused to supply Ukraine with weapons, insisting that a political 
resolution must be prioritized. German Defense Minister Christine Lambrecht said in 
mid-January that the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline is an economic venture and should not be tied 
to the conflict in eastern Ukraine, whose resolution can be only diplomatic.
"It’s easy to justify one action or one policy, but when you take them all together, you get a 
narrative that Germany is not being a reliable partner... There is a sense that Germany is not 
only wavering, it’s actively taking steps to prevent help," a senior US diplomat said.
The precarious situation around Ukraine has worsened in recent weeks, with NATO deploying 
additional troops near the Russian border, anticipating escalation. The controversy was 
compounded by growing threats from the US and European allies to impose economic 
sanctions on Russia in the event of a military incursion into Ukraine.
The European Council announced last week that Moscow would face "massive consequences 
and severe costs" if it invades Ukraine. The United Kingdom said it would adopt new legislation 
to tighten its sanctions regime and target more Russian companies and individuals, while US
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senators claimed to be working on "devastating sanctions that ultimately would crush Russia's 
economy."
Russia has repeatedly denied having any intention of invading Ukraine, reiterating its right to 
move forces within its own territory, and raising concerns over an increased NATO military 
presence in Eastern Europe.
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UN Sees Dialogue as Only \Afey Forward After Putin Says US Ignored Russian Security 
Demands

UNITED NATIONS, February 1 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres believes that 
the only way to resolve the Ukraine crisis is through dialogue, spokesman Farhan Haq said on 
Tuesday, commenting on President Vladimir Putin's assessments of the US response to 
Russia's security proposals.
Earlier in the day, Putin said that the V\fest's written responses ignored Russia's fundamental 
concerns and demands, including the alliance's non-expansion. Russia is carefully reviewing the 
US and NATO responses, the president added.
"The Secretary-General believes that the only way forward is through dialogue and also through 
de-escalation on this issue," Haq told a briefing. "We certainly welcome any efforts by the 
relevant parties to engage in dialogue to get us to a new agreed resolution of this."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Canada Urges Citizens to Avoid Travel to Ukraine Due to ‘Risk of Armed Conflict'

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The Canadian government called on its citizens on 
Tuesday to refrain from traveling to Ukraine due to the alleged risk of armed conflict.
"Avoid all travel to Ukraine due to ongoing Russian threats and the risk of armed conflict. If you 
are in Ukraine, you should leave while commercial means are available," the government said in 
a notice.
Tensions around Ukraine have flared over the past several months after Russia was accused by 
NATO of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and preparing for an invasion. Russia has 
consistently denied any plans to attack Ukraine, saying it has the right to move troops inside its 
territory, responding to what it considers threats to its national security, such as a growing NATO 
presence in Eastern Europe.
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Aid Agencies Demand UNSC Action to Protect Civilians, Cease Hostilities in Myanmar

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - Humanitarian organizations working in Myanmar urged 
the U N Security Council on Tuesday to pass a resolution to ensure the protection of civilians 
and a cessation of hostilities in the country, after a military takeover a year ago.
The coalition, including ActionAid, CARE, Oxfam, the International Rescue Committee, 
Norwegian Refugee Council, and Save the Children, said that about 1,500 people, including at 
least 100 children, have been killed since the February 1 coup, and over 11,000 arrested.
Recent airstrikes and other large-scale military attacks in Kayah state have caused an exodus 
of about 120,000 people from their homes. In addition, violence has increased in states located 
in the west of the Myanmar. In total, the fighting has forced over 400,000 people out of their 
homes in the past year, according to the aid groups.
"We call on the international community to take the following actions: UN Security Council to 
pass a resolution to facilitate the protection of civilians, a cessation of hostilities and increased 
humanitarian access, and set out the measures they will take to hold perpetrators of grave 
violations to account," the groups said in a statement.
They urged Myanmar’s military and other actors to allow unrestricted and sustained 
humanitarian access.
"Displaced people urgently need shelter, food, water, medical care and other essential aid, 
including services for survivors of conflict-based sexual violence and other forms of violence 
against women," the statement read.
The groups called for action to protect humanitarian workers, stressing that they should never 
be a target. They chided international governments and multilateral bodies for an allegedly 
insufficient response to the Myanmar crisis.
A year ago, the military seized control of Myanmar in a coup, which prompted nationwide 
protests. The top brass justified their action by alleged election fraud which they blamed on 
civilian government leaders. Myanmar democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi and other top officials 
were placed under arrest.
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UN Urges Congo Not to Execute Convicted Killers of UN Experts - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, February 2 (Sputnik) - The United Nations has called upon the government 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), formerly known as Zaire, not to execute a group of 
individuals convicted of murdering two UN experts nearly five years ago, deputy spokesperson 
Farhan Haq said on Tuesday.
"We note the verdict rendered Saturday by the Military Court of Ex-Kasai Occidental, resulting in 
the conviction of Colonel Jean de Dieu Mambweni, Mr. Thomas Nkashama, and Mr. Jean Bosco 
Mukanda and others associated with them, in relation to the killings of Zaida Catalan and 
Michael Sharp," Haq said.
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Haq noted that some of the other defendants in the case were found guilty on all counts and 
sentenced to death.
"We reiterate the Secretary-General’s opposition to the use of the death penalty in all 
circumstances. Noting that there is a de facto moratorium on the imposition of the death penalty 
in the DRC, we urge the DRC authorities to maintain the moratorium on the death penalty and 
to consider abolishing it in law," Haq said.
The United Nations has been supporting Congolese authorities in the investigation into the 
killings of its experts since 2017 and will continue to assist the Military Prosecutor General in 
any appeal against the verdict, Haq added.
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Four Quarter-Percentage Point US Rate Hikes Likely in 2022 - Federal Reserve Official

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The US central bank looks set to do four 
quarter-percentage point increases in the US interest rate this year, with even a half-percent 
increase possible though unlikely, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia Patrick Harker said on 
Tuesday.
"Twenty-five basis points from March and four,” Harker told Bloomberg TV, when asked about 
the quantum and frequency of rate hikes he would support for 2022. “Could we do 50? Yes. 
Should we do 50? I’m a little less convinced of that right now.”
Harker’s comments came after several Federal Reserve officials made hawkish interest rate 
hike projections in recent days just as Chairman Jerome Powell said last week that the era of 
cheap easy money in the United States had to end in order to bring inflation under control.
On Friday, Goldman Sachs economists said there could be as many as five US interest rate 
hikes this year, instead of the three to four expected by the markets. Federal Reserve Bank of 
Atlanta President Ralphael Bostic suggested over the weekend that some rate increases by the 
central bank could be as large as a half a percentage point.
The Federal Reserve slashed interest rates to almost zero after the outbreak of the coronavirus 
pandemic in March of 2020 and kept them at that level to aid the economic recovery. The 
central bank also provided more than $2 trillion of support to the US economy, buying at least 
$120 billion of bonds and other assets monthly until November last year.
Separately, the US federal government spent trillions of dollars on pandemic relief support in 
that same timeframe. The printed money, along with higher wage payouts by companies and 
supply chain disruptions caused by the pandemic measures, have led to runaway inflation.
The Federal Reserve’s preferred inflation gauge, the Personal Consumption Expenditures Price 
Index, expanded by 4.9% year-on-year in December and by 5.8% for all of 2021 - the highest in 
39 years. The central bank’s own tolerance for inflation is just 2% per year.
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UN Chief Calls for Immediate End to Fighting in Guinea-Bissau - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, February 1 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres calls for an 
immediate end to the fighting which is reportedly underway near the government palace in the 
capital of Guinea-Bissau, spokesman Farhan Haq said on Tuesday.
"The Secretary-General is deeply concerned with the news of heavy fighting in Bissau. He asks 
for an immediate end to the fighting and for full respect of the country's democratic institutions," 
Haq said.
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Blinken-Lavrov Call Lasted Some 30 Minutes, Was ’Professional, Fairly Candid' - State Dept

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - Secretary of State Antony Blinken's phone conversation 
with Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov was professional and frank, and the former expressed the 
United States' readiness to continue talks with Russia, Reuters reported on Tuesday, citing a 
senior State Department official.
The call reportedly lasted about 30 minutes.
State Department spokesman Ned Price earlier said in a readout that Blinken highlighted the 
US willingness to engage with Russia on security issues bilaterally and alongside allies and 
partners during his call with Lavrov.
Blinken also reiterated the US commitment to Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial integrity, and 
urged Russia to de-escalate and withdraw troops from Ukraine’s borders, Price said. The 
meeting took place as a follow up to the US written response to Russian security proposals.
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US Reviewing Full Range of Tools to Reduce Funds for Sudan’s Military - Senior Official

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States is considering the full range of tools to 
reduce the funds available to Sudan’s military leadership and isolate companies controlled by 
the country’s armed forces, US Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Molly Phee said 
in a congressional testimony on Tuesday.
Molly told the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee that the United States has made clear to 
Sudan’s military leaders it is ready to apply additional costs if the current pattern of violence, 
which started with the security services’ seizure of power on October 25, continues.
"We are now reviewing the full range of traditional and non-traditional tools at our disposal to 
further reduce the funds available to Sudan’s military regime, to isolate its military-controlled 
companies, and to Increase the reputational risk for any who choose to continue to engage in
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'business-as-usuat with Sudanese security services and their economic enterprises," Phee 
said.
Phee explained that using such leverage will enable the United States to press for a change in 
behavior on the part of Sudan’s military leaders and could contribute to a reset of the 
military-civilian balance of power in the country.
Sudan entered a political crisis after coup leader Gen. Abdel Fattah Burhan arrested Prime 
Minister Abdalla Hamdok last October. Subsequent protests forced Burhan to sign a pact 
stipulating the reinstatement of the prime minister in his duties, the release of all political 
prisoners arrested during the coup, a promise to hold elections in July 2023, and handing power 
to an elected civilian government.
On January 2, Hamdok announced his resignation due to the actions of the military in violation 
of the reached agreements. The UN Special Representative for Sudan Volker Perthes 
announced talks between the sides to the conflict, but the talks were rejected by the opposition. 
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Myanmar Public's Trust in Military Rulers Down 60 Points to 28% in One Year - Poll

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The confidence of the people of Myanmar in their 
government has collapsed from 86% to 28% in a year since the country's military seized power 
in a coup, according to a Gallup poll out on Tuesday.
"People's confidence in the government in Myanmar plunged almost 60 percentage points after 
the military seized power in a coup last February, dropping from 86% in 2020 to a record low of 
28% in late 2021," Gallup said in a news release.
The fall was the largest documented drop in confidence in the government for any country in 15 
years of Gallup polling, the organization noted.
"The sharp drop in people's confidence in their government reflects a year of turmoil in 
Myanmar, where most people no longer feel safe in their communities and distrust a 
government that they see as corrupt," Gallup said.
The Gallup survey was conducted in Myanmar from September 22 to December 2, as civil 
unrest and military crackdowns continued. Before the February 1,2021 military takeover, 
confidence in the country’s civilian government had been consistently high, never dropping 
below 78% in Gallup polling since 2014, the organization said.
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IATA Urges European Govt’s, to Lift Restrictions for Fully Vaccinated, Recovered Travelers

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - European governments should lift all travel restrictions 
related to the coronavirus pandemic for individuals who are fully vaccinated or have recovered
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from the virus, the European wing of the Airports Council International (ACI) and the 
International Air Transport Association (IATA) said in a statement on Tuesday.
"ACI EUROPE and IATA urged European governments to lift all travel restrictions for fully 
vaccinated/recovered individuals holding a valid COVID Certificate - as advised by the new 
regime for travel within the EU, which comes into force today,” the statement said.
Both organizations reinstated their position that current restrictions do not help prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus’ Omicron variant, which is dominant in all parts of the world but 
produces mild cases. New surveys show pre-departure testing requirements are likely to be 
ineffective at stopping of the virus and will not have an impact on its future spread.
"With the coming into force today of the new regime for intra-EU/EEA [European 
Union/European Economic Area] travel, and in light of the robust data now made public, ACI 
EUROPE and IATA urge those countries which continue to deviate from the common EU 
framework to rapidly align with it,” the statement said.
IATA and ACI specifically are urging the governments of Austria, Cyprus, Lithuania, Malta the 
Czech Republic to address this issue as a matter of urgency and abandon limitations, which 
they called "unnecessary and damaging.”
The two groups also expressed confidence that vaccinated/recovered travelers should be 
subjected to a different regime whether they travel within the EU or come from other countries. 
“The new regime for intra-EU/EEA travel is right to focus on a ‘person-based approach’ and to 
recognize that both vaccinated and recovered travelers should not be subjected to any 
restriction. But having common EU regimes has so far not prevented States from going their 
own way. This must stop,” ACI EUROPE Director General Olivier Jankovec said.
The new regime, set out by an EU Council Recommendation adopted on 25 January, is based 
on the health status of travelers, rather than the epidemiological situation of their country or area 
of origin, the statement said.
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More Black Colleges, Universities in US Receive Bomb Threats - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - Several more historically black colleges and universities 
(HBCUs) across the United States have received bomb threats on Tuesday in a wave of 
warnings that started the previous day.
"We received an anonymous bomb and threat of violence to the Edward Waters University 
campus this morning. Effective immediately, all in person activities, classes and university 
operations, including but not limited to meetings and athletic practices are canceled until further 
notice," the university administration said in via Twitter.
The Edward Voters University, located in Jacksonville, Florida, said it informed the local 
Sheriff’s office about the threat and the latter is investigating the matter.
Fort Valley State University (FVSU) in the US state of Georgia also received a similar threat and 
reported it in a statement on its Twitter account.
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"FVSU has received notice of a bomb threat. Law enforcement is investigating. Campus is 
currently on lockdown. Residential students remain in dorms. Non-residential students and staff 
should NOT report to campus until further notice," the statement said.
Several other colleges and universities with mostly black students received bomb threats in 
Washington, DC and the states of Maryland, Kentucky, Louisiana and Mississippi, according to 
media reports.
On Monday, six schools received bomb threats, prompting law enforcement to investigate.
Three of the schools were also the target of bomb threats earlier in January.
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Blinken Tells Lavrov US Ready to Continue Security Dialogue in Coordination With Allies

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - Secretary of State Antony Blinken highlighted the United 
States’ willingness to engage with Russia on security issues bilaterally and alongside allies and 
partners during his call with Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov on Tuesday, State Department 
spokesman Ned Price said.
"The Secretary emphasized the U.S. willingness, bilaterally and together with Allies and 
partners, to continue a substantive exchange with Russia on mutual security concerns, which 
we intend to do in full coordination with our partners and Allies," Price said in a readout of the 
call.
Blinken also reiterated the US commitment to Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial integrity, and 
urged Russia to de-escalate and withdraw troops from Ukraine’s borders, Price said. The 
meeting took place as a follow up to the US written response to Russian security proposals.
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Canada's Non-Lethal Military Equipment Begins Arriving in Ukraine - Defense Minister

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - Canadian-made non-lethal military hardware has begun 
to arrive in Kiev, including surveillance and sighting equipment and mobile hospitals, Defense 
Minister Anita Anand said on Tuesday, as tensions continue to mount over Ukraine.
"It [equipment] has begun to arrive already," Anand told a press briefing. "[I]t would be 
surveillance equipment, night vision equipment, goggles, mobile hospitals, equipment that 
would be used in the case of detonation of explosives."
More than 30,000 Ukrainian soldiers have been trained by the Canadian armed forces, including 
2,000 members of the Ukrainian National Guard, over the past seven years, Anand added.
Last week, Anand announced that Canada will deploy up to 400 personnel in total to assist the 
Ukrainian military, and 60 of them will be deploying in the next several days.
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In recent months, Western countries have accused Russia of a troop buildup near the border 
with Ukraine with an alleged plan to attack. Moscow has dismissed the claims, which it 
considers to be a pretext for NATO to deploy more troops and military equipment closer to 
Russian borders.
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US Urges Citizens to Avoid Belarus Due to ‘Concerning' Russian Military - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - The United States recommends that US citizens avoid 
traveling to Belarus due to “concerning” Russian military activity near the border with Ukraine, 
the State Department said on Tuesday.
“Do not Travel to Belarus due to the arbitrary enforcement of laws, the risk of detention, and 
unusual and concerning Russian military buildup along Belarus’ border with Ukraine.
Reconsider travel due to COVID-19 and related entry restrictions,” the State Department said in 
a press release.
The US government warns its citizens who are considering travel Belarus to be aware that the 
situation is unpredictable and there is heightened tension in the region, the release said.
The advisory comes a day after the State Department ordered the departure of family members 
of US government employees from Belarus on Monday.
The US Embassy in Kiev published similar recommendations last week, citing unpredictability 
regarding Ukraine, and the State Department authorized the voluntary departure of US direct 
hire employees and ordered the departure of eligible family members from the embassy.
The situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after the United 
States and its allies accused Russia of a troop buildup near the border with Ukraine in 
preparation for an invasion. Russia has said it does not plan to attack any country, saying it 
reserves the right to move troops inside its territory. Russia has also said it considers the plans 
by NATO to expand further eastward as a threat to its national security.
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Tesla to Recall About 54,000 Cars in US Over 'Full Self-Driving' Feature Glitch Fears

WASHINGTON, February 1 (Sputnik) - Tesla will recall approximately 54,000 vehicles in the 
United States with Full Self-Driving (Beta) software because it lets vehicles roll past stop signs 
without coming to a complete halt, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
said on Tuesday.
"Manufacturer Name : Tesla, Inc. Number of potentially involved : 53,822. Estimated percentage 
with defect: 100 %," the agency said in a document.
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The recall includes some 2016-2022 Model S and Model X, 2017-2022 Model 3, as well as 
2020-2022 Model Y vehicles.
"A software functionality referred to as 'rolling stop' allows the vehicle to travel through 
all-way-stop intersections at up to 5.6 mph before coming to a complete stop, if certain 
conditions are first met," the statement said.
NHTSAsaid that entering "an all-way-stop intersection" without coming to a complete stop may 
carry a risk of collision.
"Tesla is not aware of any collisions, injuries or fatalities related to this condition," it added 
Meanwhile, the agency added that, as of January 27, Tesla "is not aware of any warranty 
claims, field reports, crashes, injuries or fatalities related to this condition."
Tesla was founded in 2003 by entrepreneur Eton Musk and has since gone on to become the 
poster-child for electric cars, producing accessible and practical battery-powered vehicles. The 
company's innovations have forced car producers around the world to begin shifting toward 
sustainable transport. Tesla vehicles have been involved in a number of incidents, including fires 
caused by their battery packs and crashes provoked by Tesla's advanced driver assistance 
system. In 2018, the company recalled 123,000 Model S vehicles due to corroding bolts in the 
steering system.
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