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EU Demands Central African Republic Boot Wagner Group Contractors Before Resuming
Training Mission
By - Morgan Artyukhina

After canceling its military cooperation with the Central African Republic’s military in December, 
the European Union laid out the requirements for its return, including that Bangui cease 
cooperating with Wagner Group security contractors. However, the EU’s training mission has 
long been criticized as ineffective.
At a press conference on Thursday, Herve Blejean, head of the EU general staff, said that EU 
troops would not train Central African Armed Forces (FACA) that worked with Wagner Group, a 
Russian private military contractor (PMC) that hires out contractors as mercenary forces and is 
alleged to be employed by the CAR government.
"The first condition is to have the guarantee that the units that we are training are not employed 
by Wagner,” Blejean said. "The European Union can no longer afford to train units that are then 
employed by Wagner with all the allegations possible going around. It is the reputation and the 
defense of European values that are at stake.”
"I'm not talking about Russian instructors," Bleiean added. "What bothers us are the 
mercenaries ... who do not respect the republican values championed" by CAR President 
Faustin-Archange Touadera.
The European Union Training Mission in the Central African Republic (EUTM RCA) ended its 
mission in Bangui in December, saying that with Wagner Group fighters being accused of 
human rights violations in the country, the liability for them had become too great. The EUTM 
RCA has trained about 3,400 members of the CAR military since its mission began in 2016.
In February 2021, the effectiveness of that mission was called into question in the European 
Parliament, with Spanish MEP Nart Javier saving that over the previous five years, “the EU has 
trained thousands of FACA soldiers who are not capable of fighting because the mission’s 
training mandate is not appropriate.”
“We make the policy here in Brussels, but it is Bangui that sees the deaths,” he said. “If we are 
going to do military training in Africa, then we should do it realistically and effectively.”
Other peacekeeping forces and advisory groups have also been in the country for much of that 
time, including an 11,000-stronq UN force. MINUSCA, and several hundred noncombat advisers 
sent by the Russian Ministry of Defense. A French training mission to the CAR, which is a 
former colony of Paris, ended in June 2021. with Paris complaining it had been edged out by the 
Russian advisers, who they accused of running a disinformation campaign against them in 
CAR.
Although Wagner Group is a private company and its activities are not the concern of the 
Russian government unless they are found to be breaking Russian law, Western nations have 
accused the group of being connected to the administration of Russian President Vladimir Putin
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and of operating as an arm of Russian foreign policy, including in the CAR. In December, the EU 
sanctioned Wagner Group on this basis.
After British and French diplomats openly accused Moscow of using Wagner in this capacity in 
the CAR in June 2021, Russia’s deputy UN ambassador, Anna Evstigneeva, accused them of 
“an anti-Russian political hit job.” pointing out that their evidence was based on rumors and 

anonymous sources.
More recently, Mali has been accused of seeking Wagner Group help against terrorist groups in 
the wake of a French withdrawal from there, as well. Both Bamako and Moscow have denied 
that such an arrangement exists, but affirmed that Mali has the right to cooperate with both 
governments and private companies as they see fit, without interference by others.
“The hysteria around the Russian PMC is another manifestation of double standards, because it 
is well known that the market for relevant services is monopolized by Western countries,” 
Russian Permanent Representative to the UN Vasily Nebenzya said at a UN Security Council 
meeting last month. "Criticism of such actions is hypocritical and disrespectful towards a 
sovereign state.”
Indeed, as Sputnik reported following a coup in Mali last May, US Africa Command has been 
deeply connected to a number of coups d’etat in Africa since its formation in 2008, and a similar 
connection exists with French military training, as well.
The EU’s second demand is that Bangui draws up a national defense plan. The country has 
been wracked by civil war since 2004, with different rebel groups trading control over the central 
government. Most recently, Bangui faced off against an alliance called the Coalition of Patriots 
for Change (CPC), which united behind former President Francois Bozize after he was barred 
from running in the 2020-2021 elections due to an arrest warrant against him on numerous 
charges of assassination, torture, and other crimes.
The CPC has since fractured and Touadera’s government gained significant ground before 
Touadera declared a ceasefire in October, hoping to bring other groups to the negotiating table. 
However, violence has continued, including among former members of the CPC.
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Photos: Ukrainian Troops Spotted Drilling for Urban Combat in Abandoned Pripyat, Near 
Chernobyl
By - Morgan Artyukhina

It may be barred to the public, and one of the most radioactive places on the planet, but 
Ukrainian troops are staging drills in the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone on the Belarusian border 
amid the ongoing tensions between Russia and NATO.
Ukrainian troops practiced urban combat and other tactics in the northern city of Pripyat on 
Friday, according to AFP. Due to many unique characteristics of the area, it offered a unique 
training opportunity. However, it’s also very dangerous, as the city lies within the fallout zone 
irradiated by the 1986 Chernobyl disaster, when a nearby nuclear power plant experienced a 
partial meltdown during a safety test.
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"As there are no civilians around here we can conduct exercises with real ammunition in a 
situation as close to actual urban warfare as possible," one Ukrainian soldier told AFP.
According to the agency, the troops practiced clearing buildings of enemy troops, targeted 
mortar fire and engaging snipers in urban conditions. Emergency service workers also practiced 
evacuations and firefighting.
Photos of the drills show troops in snow gear maneuvering down streets and through wooded 
areas, and the erection of “hedgehog” tank traps and concertina wire.
Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov, who was accompanied by journalists to the 
Exclusion Zone, downplayed the threat posed by Russian soldiers, but described the Exclusion 
Zone as a major obstacle, with radiation forming just one peril.
"This area is very hard to get through - forests, swamp, rivers - it's complicated enough to move 
by foot, let alone with a tank," Reznikov said. "And don't forget that still since the disaster, there 
remain some highly radioactive areas on the route from Belarus."
Civilians generally aren’t allowed in the exclusion zone, where some of the worst radiation 
spewed by the fire inside of Chernobyl Reactor No. 4 fell and irradiated the soil. The area 
covers some 1,000 square kilometers and abuts the Belarusian border.
Pripyat, which at the time had 50,000 people, many of whom were employed at the nuclear 
power plant, was evacuated after the April 1986 incident, along with numerous other towns in 
the area. Since then, it’s become an eerie ghost city, and the surrounding countryside has been 
studied by naturalists fascinated with what happens when all human interaction halts.
A New Safe Containment Shelter has also been erected over the collapsed fourth reactor to halt 
further radioactive leaking - a task it’s expected to perform for the next century.
Kiev deployed several thousand troops to the area beginning in November, when the West 
began raising fears of alleged Russian invasion plans after Russian troops were deployed near 
the Ukrainian border. If an attack were to come from Belarus, the Exclusion Zone offers one of 
the quickest ways to the capital of Kiev.
Moscow has denied plans for an invasion, and troops deployed to Belarus are scheduled for 
combined drills later this month. Indeed, Kiev has also sought to plav down Western fears, 
saying the Russian forces near the border aren’t numerous enough to constitute an invasion 
force, and that such deployments are both legal and typical.
As a way to defuse the crisis, Moscow has made a security proposal that would protect its 
western flank, asking NATO not to expand further eastward, including refusing to admit Ukraine 
as a future member of the alliance. Moscow has also demanded that no offensive forces be 
stationed by NATO in Ukraine.
So far, the alliance has refused to write off the possibility of admitting Ukraine, but has made 
some concessions about stationing offensive weapons in Ukraine or certain other weapons in 
nearby states. However, the US has demanded Russia pull its troops back from near the 
Ukrainian border, putting the entire blame for the crisis on Russia’s shoulders.
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Biden Admin Issues Sanctions Waiver for Iran’s Civil Nuclear Program for First Time Since 2020
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By - Morgan Artyukhina

For the first time since the Trump administration pulled out of the Iran nuclear deal, the US has 
temporarily removed some of the sanctions it imposed against Iran, allowing other countries to 
resume cooperation with Tehran’s civil nuclear power program.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken signed several sanctions waivers on Friday, allowing 
other countries and firms to work with Iran’s civil nuclear program without risk of sanction by 
Washington.
"We decided to restore a sanctions waiver to enable third party participation in nuclear 
non-proliferation and safety projects in Iran due to growing non-proliferation concerns, in 
particular with respect to increasing stockpiles of enriched uranium in Iran," a State Department 
official told Sputnik.
Iran has three nuclear power plants, a small research reactor in Tehran, a heavy water reactor 
at Arak, and a nuclear power station at Bushehr, the lattermost of which Iran built and operated 
with Russian help before the US pulled out of the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), an international deal that assuaged fears Iran was pursuing a nuclear weapon. In 
exchange for accepting strict limitations on the quality and quantity of uranium it could refine,
Iran won the lowering of decades-long economic sanctions intended to coerce it into compliance 
with Western demands. China’s work on redesigning the Arak reactor so that it could no longer 
produce plutonium from refined uranium was also enabled by the deal.
However, in 2018, the US unilaterally pulled out of the deal, accusing Iran without evidence of 
secretly restarting its nuclear weapons program and reimposing “maximum pressure” sanctions 
that severely hurt the Iranian economy. Iran denied violating the deal, but after the JCPOA’s 
European partners decided to acquiesce to US sanctions, Iran began reducing its commitments 
under the deal, increasing the purity of uranium it refined and storing more of it, in its own 
attempt to pressure the US to return to the deal.
However, even while applying its economic sanctions, the Trump administration continued to 
grant waivers for Iran’s civil nuclear program for two years until finally revoking them in May 
2020. claiming Iran’s commitments reduction was “nuclear brinkmanship.” The decision came 
months after the US assassinated Gen. Qasem Soleimani, commander of Iran’s elite Quds 
Force, and while a US aircraft carrier strike group was positioned off the Iranian coast.
Iran denies it is pursuing a nuclear weapon, and a 2010 ruling by its highest legal authority, 
Ayatollah AN Khamenei, found the use of any weapons of mass destruction to be a violation of 
Islam.
After US President Joe Biden took office in January 2021, talks began on a return to the 
JCPOA, with the eighth round of negotiations beginning in Vienna in late December. Now, with 
the two sides seemingly closing inon an agreement, the White House has removed some of the 
sanctions early as a seeming gesture of goodwill.
"[T]he technical discussions facilitated by the waiver are necessary in the final weeks of JCPOA 
talks, and the waiver itself would be essential to ensuring Iran’s swift compliance with its nuclear 
commitments," the State Department official told Sputnik. "If talks do not result in a return to the 
nuclear agreement, such technical discussions could still contribute to achieving our 
non-proliferation goals."
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Despite the move, the US has postured as impatient over the Vienna talks, saying for months 
that just a handful of weeks remain before a return to the JCPOAwill be deemed impossible. 
Under the JCPOA, Iran had a system of international agreements for selling or trading away its 
excess refined uranium in order to abide by the deal’s limitations. Since 2018, it has increased 
the purity of its uranium from 3.67% U-235, as allowed under the JCPOA, to at least 60%. 
although the scientists who design and build the United States’ nuclear weapons say that a 
purity of at least 90% is necessary to build a viable nuclear bomb - in addition to developing the 
necessary detonation and transport technologies.
According to Israeli military intelligence, which is scarcely inclined to be charitable to Tehran’s 
position, Iran’s ramping up of uranium refining has not been paralleled by any nuclear bomb 
technology research or testing, strongly suggesting they aren’t building a bomb.
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US Lawmakers Introduce Bill to Rename Taipei’s DC Liaison to Taiwan Representative Office’ 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

In an attempt to further enhance Taiwan’s standing, several US lawmakers have moved to 
change the name of the autonomous island’s liaison office in Washington, DC. Formally, the US 
recognizes Beijing’s sovereignty over the island and accepts its position that the Taipei 
government is a rebel force.
The Taiwan Representative Office Act was introduced in the US Senate on Friday by Sens. Bob 
Menendez (D-NJ), who chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and Marco Rubio 
(R-FL), and would change the name of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office 
(TECRO) in Washington, DC, to the Taiwan Representative Office. Companion legislation was 
introduced into the House by Reps. John Curts (R-UT) and Chris Pappas (D-NH).
“At a time of unprecedented international tension and as Beijing continues to seek to bully and 
coerce Taiwan, this important bill demonstrates the United States’ critical support for the people 
of Taiwan, and for Taiwan’s right, consistent with the Taiwan Relations Act, to determine its own 
future and to be able to enjoy greater respect and diplomatic space as a member of the 
international community,” Menendez said in a news release.
The Taiwan Relations Act was passed by Congress in 1980, in the aftermath of the US decision 
to formally switch its recognition of the legitimate Chinese government from Taipei to Beijing as 
a necessary precondition for opening diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC). The Taipei government, which formally calls itself the Republic of China (ROC), is all that 
remains of the Chinese republic that was formed after the last Chinese emperor abdicated the 
throne in 1912. The republic was overthrown on the mainland in 1949 by the rising communist 
revolution, which founded the PRC in Beijing.
Through the Taiwan Relations Act and TECRO, Washington has continued to funnel informal 
support to Taipei since 1980, offering it technical and economic support, as well as sales of 
military weaponry sufficient to defend its autonomy from Beijing. The PRC regards this as
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interference in Chinese internal affairs and support for a rebel group, as it sees Taiwan as an 
integral part of China.
Since 2017, when a pro-separatist government came to power in Taipei, the US has grown 
increasingly close, with top US officials visiting the island, although leaks revealed that US 
troops have been secretly training on Taiwan for more than a decade.
The contradiction in Washington’s position can be confusing even to its highest figures: in 
October 2021, US President Joe Biden accidentally claimed that the US was treaty-bound to 
defend Taiwan’s autonomy, although no such agreement exists. Days earlier, he also claimed 
that he and Chinese President Xi Jinping had agreed to abide by a nonexistent “Taiwan 
agreement.” The only agreement the US has with China about Taiwan is the three joint 
communiques, in all of which the US agreed that Taiwan is a part of China and that the PRC is 
the legitimate government of China.
Beijing has accused the US of irresponsibility by encouraging separatist elements in Taiwan, 
and made clear that if Taiwan does issue a declaration of independence, it would mean war.
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California Couple Rescued Nearly Two Months After Snow Trapped Them in Their Cabin 
By - Mary Manley

A couple who had been snowed in their Northern California cabin since early December have 
finally been rescued via helicopter, authorities say.
Downed trees and heavy snow had locked the couple, as well as their dog, in their cabin since 
December 6. Sierra County Sheriffs Office requested help from the California Highway Patrol- 
Valley Division Air Operations Unit to rescue the couple after they started running out of food 
and supplies.
CHP, who did not identify the couple nor reveal the location of the cabin, were able to 
successfully land the helicopter near the cabin, despite strong winds. The couple, along with 
their dog, were taken to a landing zone where Sierra County deputies helped take them to a 
safe location.
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Chris Cuomo Most Likely to Get $9 Million as Payment to Keep Quiet About Jeff Zucker 
By - Mary Manley

Cuomo, who was fired in December of 2021 from CNN after attempting to stall sexual 
harassment allegations surrounding his brother, former New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, will 
allegedly receive $9 million to stop him from filing a lawsuit involving Jeff Zucker, the former 
president of CNN who resigned on Wednesday.
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Jeff Zucker, the president of CNN, made an abrupt resignation on Wednesday, which was in 
response to his failure to disclose a romantic relationship he was having with a colleague. 
Zucker’s announcement was made in a company-wide email to staff in which he admitted to his 
failure to disclose his relationship with colleague Allison Gollust, though he did not mention her 
by name. Gollust has also admitted to the relationship.
"I acknowledge the relationship evolved in recent years," Zucker said. "I was required to 
disclose it when it began, but I didn't. I was wrong. As a result, I am resigning today,” Zucker 
wrote in an email which was shared in a tweet by CNN’s Brian Stelter.
The resignation of Zucker over his affair is rumored to be a cover up for deeper and more 
damning allegations against the resigned media executive. Allegedly, the affair between Zucker 
and Gollust came to light while Chris Cuomo was planning a lawsuit that presented close ties 
between former Governor Andrew Cuomo, Jeff Zucker, and Allison Gollust.
Those allegations suggest that Zucker and Gollust coached the former governor on how to best 
present his daily press conferences during the pandemic, as well as feeding him lines to use for 
responding to criticism by then President Donald Trump.
Chris Cuomo’s suit was in an attempt to secure the remainder of his contract for $18 million 
from CNN. Apparently, the former news anchor has been told he will see just half of that for a 
reported $9 million.
WarnerMedia CEO Jason Kilar was informed by the lawyers involved in Chris Cuomo’s case of 
Zucker’s failure to disclose his relationship with his colleague to the company, leading Kilar to 
force Zucker into resignation after he worked for the company for nine years. Kilnar has been 
the CEO of WarnerMedia since May 1,2020. Previously, he was an Amazon executive and the 
CEO of Hulu.
The animosity of the two CEOs had reached its peak. “They weren’t fire and ice, they were fire 
and gasoline,” said one CNN insider of Kilar and Zucker’s relationship.
But Zucker is said to have been named “numerous times” in a draft version of Cuomo’s lawsuit. 
His resignation is said to be an agreement with AT&T chief John Stakey. AT&T owns CNN. 
Zucker’s resignation will give AT&T the chance to duke things out in court, in an effort to secure 
privacy for himself as Cuomo’s lawsuit has the capability of presenting damaging information 
about Zucker.
“While Zucker paid the price stepping down as top dog of a global television network, he did so 
with the agreement that he would keep a piece of his privacy for leaving quickly and without a 
fight,” sources told the New York Post.
There have yet to be any court filings from Chris Cuomo in pursuit of the $18 million, only 
preliminary chats including a letter from a Freedman & Taitelman LLP attorney asking CNN and 
WarnerMedia for “preservation of relevant evidence,” according to Deadline. The note from the 
law firm also asks for the safeguarding of “documents including correspondence related to any 
appearances by Andrew Cuomo on CNN,” which could reveal the supposedly damaging 
correspondence between Zucker, Gollust and the former governor.
Zucker’s resignation comes at a bad time for the network. They have yet to find a replacement 
for Chris Cuomo, and their viewership has dropped dramatically in the past year thanks to a 
contentious period when Trump constantly referred to the network as “fake news”.
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Kilar hosted a meeting with CNN staffers in Washington, D.C. on Wednesday night. One source 
referred to the meeting as a, “s*** show.” CNN’s best known anchors were supposedly leveling 
complaints against both Kilar and Cuomo while remaining loyal toward Zucker.
CNN’s Jake Tapper compared Chris Cuomo to a terrorist getting his way in a leaked audio clip 
obtained by Business Insider.
“Jason, if you could address the perception that Chris Cuomo gets fired by CNN, Chris Cuomo 
hires a high-powered lawyer who has a scorched-earth policy, who then makes it very clear to 
the world that unless Jeff gives Chris Cuomo his money, they’re going to blow the place up,” he 
posed as a question to Jason Kilar.
“I think the issue is that it’s not a perception. What Jake just described is actually what 
happened here. Chris Cuomo is a man scorned because he was fired for being held 
accountable for his actions, and Jeff is part of the result of this. It sounds like you did not consult 
any other executives on removing a critical part of the company, and I think that's the frustration 
here,” CNN’s chief White House correspondent Kaitlan Collins said in response to Tapper’s 
statement at the same meeting.
Chief domestic correspondent Jim Acosta also spoke up in the meeting, saving “If we had not 
had Jeff Zucker here during the Trump administration, we probably would have been taken out. 
You would have something like ‘Fox News Light’ on CNN right now, no offense.”
Much of the frustration is in response to the fact that many knew about the relationship between 
Zucker and Gollust, who are both divorced, and do not see it as a liable reason for Zucker to 
have been forced out of CNN. According to the Daily Mail. AT&T is in the process of making a 
deal with Discovery for $43 billion, in which they would join a major chain of TV networks and 
streaming services. Stankey, who is focused on closing the deal, did not want Zucker’s scandal 
involving Gollust to jeopardize the deal.
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Macron Discussed Visits to Russia, Ukraine on Call With Biden - Envoy to US

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - French President Emmanuel Macron discussed his 
upcoming visits to Moscow and Kiev on a call with his US counterpart, Joe Biden, the French 
ambassador in Washington, Philippe Etienne said on Monday.
The two discussed the Ukraine crisis by phone on Sunday, the White House said. The call took 
place a day before Macron's visit to Russia, which will be followed by his trip to Ukraine. It was 
their second conversation in a week. The first took place on Wednesday, following the 
Pentagon’s announcement of the deployment of additional American forces to Poland,
Germany, and Romania over the Ukraine crisis.
"Our President, my President wanted to discuss with the President of the United States his visits 
to Moscow and Kiev," Etienne said in a conversation on Washington Post Live.
Etienne added that the two leaders also exchanged their assessments of the Ukraine crisis and 
the way forward.
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Macron will meet with Putin in Moscow on Monday. According to Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov, the two presidents are expected to discuss European security, bilateral relations and 
the Ukraine situation.
The V\fest accuses Russia of a troop build-up near the Ukrainian border as part of preparation 
for an "invasion." Moscow has denied these accusations, stating that it is not threatening 
anyone and pointing instead to NATO's military activity near Russian borders, which it deems a 
threat to its national security.
Moscow insists it has the right to move troops within its national territory. Russia also warns 
Western countries that military deliveries to Kiev may encourage the latter to use them against 
the breakaway Russian-speaking region of Donbas. The United States has been in the process 
of delivering $200 million worth of security assistance to Ukraine approved by Biden in 
December.
The US, meanwhile, is sending an additional 3,000 American troops to Eastern Europe in 
response to the mounting tensions.
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US Will Make Every Effort to Help Europe Deal Wth Any Energy Disruptions - Blinken 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3-7)
WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The United States vows to do its utmost to help Europe 
deal with any potential energy disruptions, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Monday.
"President Biden has pledged the United States will do anything we can to help ease any 
disruptions to Europe’s energy supply and indeed we already are," Blinken said after a meeting 
with EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell.
Blinken explained that the United States is in discussions with governments and major 
producers around the world about surging national gas capacity in the short term.
"And the market itself is adjusting,’’ he said. "These efforts are aimed at shoring up energy 
supply throughout Europe including Ukraine, while energy security is particularly threatened by 
Russian aggression.”
Blinken also said that Washington is grateful about the European Union’s readiness to support 
projects that will allow gas to enter Ukraine from Europe and emphasized that the United States 
is prepared to support them.
The situation regarding Ukraine have worsened in recent weeks with the United States and the 
European Union raising concerns about Russia's military buildup at the Ukraine border, saying 
Moscow is preparing an invasion. The European Union has also expressed concerns about 
possible disruption of Russia’s energy supplies to Europe in the event of escalation.
Russia has said it has no plans to attack any country, including Ukraine, but has warned that 
NATO's plans to expand further eastward represent a threat to its national security. Russia has 
also said it reserves the right to move troops on its sovereign territory as it sees fit.
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US, 10 African Partners to Conduct Drills in Cote d'Ivoire February 15-28 - AFRICOM

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The US military will participate in exercises with at least 
ten allied African countries in Cote d’Ivoire starting next week, the US Africa Command 
(AFRICOM) said on Monday.
"More than 400 service members from more than ten African partner and allied nations will 
participate in Flintlock 2022 in Cote d’Ivoire from Feb. 15-28, 2022,” the statement said.
Flintlock is AFRICOM's largest annual special operations military and law enforcement exercise 
designed to strengthen the ability of key partner nations to counter violent extremist 
organizations, the statement said.
This exercise allows participant states, including Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Niger, as 
well as international partners Canada, France, the Netherlands, Norway and the United 
Kingdom, to enhance collaboration across borders, and provide security, the statement also 
said.
“Flintlock, as part of international investments in defense, diplomacy, and development, 
strengthens the collective ability of allied and partner nations to take on the challenges of today 
and the future,” the statement added.
By cooperating, all partners enhance their mutual commitment to countering malign activity and 
violent extremism throughout the Sahel region, according to the statement.
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US Will Make Every Effort to Help Europe Deal With Any Energy Disruptions - Blinken

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The United States vows to do its utmost to help Europe 
deal with any potential energy disruptions, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Monday.
"President Biden has pledged the United States will do anything we can to help ease any 
disruptions to Europe’s energy supply and indeed we already are," Blinken said at a meeting 
with EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell.
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Macron to Talk Way Forward in Normandy Format During Russia, Ukraine Trips - Envoy to US
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WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - France sees a chance for the Normandy format talks to 
advance following the latest meeting of advisers in Paris, French Ambassador to the United 
States, Philippe Etienne, said on Monday when asked about topics of discussion between the 
French and Russian leaders in Moscow,
On Monday, French President Emmanuel Macron will meet with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in Moscow. The following day, he will head to Kiev.
"And then the topics which will be discussed not only in Moscow but also in Kiev. You know, 
France and Germany are the mediators in the Donbas crisis and members of the so-called 
Normandy format together with Ukraine and Russia, and we see a possibility here, maybe, 
maybe, to move forward based on the first meeting of the advisors which took place in Paris two 
weeks ago," Etienne said in a conversation on Washington Post Live.
Political advisers to the French, German, Russian, and Ukrainian leaders gathered in Paris in 
late January for talks last eight and a half hours.
Russia's negotiator at the Paris meeting, Kremlin Deputy Chief of Staff Dmitry Kozak, described 
progress in the talks as "virtually zero so far" and expressed the hope that the next meeting, 
scheduled to take place in Berlin in February, will be "more constructive."
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said last week that the Normandy format of talks had been 
brought back to life in recent weeks.
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National Archives Retrieved Kim’s ‘Love Letters’ From Trump’s Florida Resort - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The US National Archives had to recover former 
President Donald Trump’s White House records, including letters from North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un, from his Mar-a-Lago residence last month because he wrongly took them out when 
leaving office, The \Afeshington Post reported on Monday, citing people in the know.
The documents and other items should have been turned over to the agency, according to the 
report.
The recovery of the documents followed discussions between the Archives and Trump’s lawyers 
that began last year, according to the newspaper.
The items included correspondence with Chairman Kim, dubbed "love letters" by Trump, and a 
letter left for him as successor by President Barack Obama.
The newspaper went on to say that the retrieval of the boxes raises concerns about Trump’s 
adherence to the Presidential Records Act, requiring preservation of memos, letters, notes, 
emails, faxes and other written communications related to a president’s official duties.
Trump advisers deny any malign intent, according to the newspaper.
In 2018 Trump, in an interview with The \Afeshington Post, referred to his correspondence with 
Kim as "love letters." He noted the messages from Kim were evidence of their productive 
relationship.
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Despite meeting three times during Trump's tenure in office, the two failed to resolve the nuclear 
crisis on the Korean Peninsula after negotiations broke down following a summit in Vietnam due 
to differences over lifting sanctions.
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US Adds 33 Chinese Companies to Unverified List for Exports ~ Commerce Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The US Commerce Department has added 33 Chinese 
entities, including high-tech companies and universities, to the Unverified List for exports, 
according to a document filed to the Federal Register on Monday.
"The Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) is amending the Export Administration Regulations 
(EAR) by adding thirty-three (33) persons to the Unverified List (UVL). The thirty-three persons 
are added to the UVL on the basis that BIS was unable to verify their bona fides because an 
end-use check could not be completed satisfactorily for reasons outside the U.S. Government’s 
control," the document said.
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Pfizer Vaccine Less Than 60% Effective in 2-4 Year Olds - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is only 57% 
effective in children ages 2-4, and 50% effective in toddlers 6 months to 2 years old, Axios 
reported on Monday, citing a person familiar with the data.
The data are said to be based on a small sample size. The leaked results show the vaccine's 
effectiveness against Delta and Omicron, though effectiveness against Omicron is thought to be 
lower, the source said.
On February 1, Pfizer/BioNTech said in a press release that they were seeking emergency use 
authorization for their COVI D-19 vaccine for use in children six months through 4 years of age. 
The pharma giants said they expect to complete the EUA submission in the coming days. 
BioNTech CEO Ugur Sahin said in the release that the vaccine has demonstrated favorable 
safety, tolerability and efficacy profiles in multiple clinical trials starting from five years old.
The EUA would authorize the first two doses of a planned three-dose primary series in the age 
group, the release said.
A third vaccine dose will be needed in the future to achieve high levels of protection against 
current and potential future coronavirus variants, but the EUA will give parents an opportunity to 
begin the vaccination series while awaiting authorization for the third dose, Pfizer CEO Albert 
Bourla said.
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ANALYSIS - VWVII Memories Make Germany Determined to Avoid US Wbr With Russia Over 
Ukraine

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - Still vivid memories of the most terrible battles of \Aforld 
War II override Germany’s dependence on the United States and make its leaders determined 
to avoid being drawn by \Afeshington into a dangerous conflict with Russia over Ukraine, 
analysts told Sputnik.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and US President Joe Biden will discuss economic ties, 
tensions around Ukraine, European security and other issues during their talks in Washington 
on February 7.
GERMANY URGES CAUTION
The still vividly remembered traumatic experiences of World \Nar II continue to guide Germany’s 
leaders today in seeking caution and stability in their relations with Russia, political 
commentator and historian Dan Lazare said.
"Memories of Stalingrad and Kursk still linger, not to mention the Battle of Berlin: Hence [the 
danger of conflict with Russia] is verboten to the first degree," Lazare said. "Besides, the ruling 
SPD [Social Democratic Party] knows that the Kremlin is not the main problem. Rather, it’s the 
White House."
The cautious mainstream German leaders and policymakers do not share radical US dreams of 
surrounding and crushing Russia, Lazare said.
"The US neocon goal of incorporating Georgia and the Ukraine into NATO so as to encircle 
Russia is a recipe for war, and absolutely the last thing Germany wants is to be dragged into 
another conflict in the east," he said.
Scholz recognized that Biden’s latest decision to send 3,000 additional troops to Eastern Europe 
would not deter a collision with Russia over Ukraine but would make it far more likely, Lazare 
said.
"Five thousand helmets [Berlin has offered to Kiev over reluctance to send weapons] may sound 
like a joke, but Germany's desire not to be entangled in a conflict that has ‘Made in the USA’ 
written all over it is perfectly understandable," he said.
EUROPE’S INTERESTS
Germany needed to stand up for its own interests and those of its European partners rather 
than allow itself to be sucked into a potentially catastrophic conflict by reckless US policies, 
Eurasia Center Vice President Earl Rasmussen said.
"Europe needs to stand up for Europe’s needs and pull away from their reliance on the United 
States. The United States does not care about Europe let alone Germany. I would agree with 
both France and Germany and there needs to be rapprochement with Russia if Europe is to 
move forward," he said.
The track record of US mismanagement in all its unnecessary wars fought over the past 20 
years gave German leaders and their European colleagues ample cause for concern over 
similar behaviors and worse outcomes in Ukraine, Rasmussen warned.
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"The United States has blundered into one military misadventure after another since 2001 and 
there is no reason to think Ukraine will be any different. ...Berlin is therefore right to exercise a 
maximum of caution. Let’s see if Scholz has the gumption to stay the course," he said. 
Rasmussen emphasized that Germany had not sought to break away from the United States, 
but it needed to protect itself against selfish irresponsible US actions.
"The West is not unified and rightly so. Rather than screaming that Germany is not a reliable 
partner, one should look closer at the US care only about themselves and no one else’s 
interests: That includes not only Russia but Ukraine and Europe as well. Germany needs to 
make a decision for Germany and its citizens," he said.
If Germany and EU member states continued to passively follow disastrous US policies, the 
results would be disastrous for them, Rasmussen said.
"They will suffer a disastrous economic collapse that may pull us not only into a global financial 
crisis, but may result in a devastating war," he added.
GERMANY REASSESSES ITS ROLE
In fact, under Scholz and his newSPD-led, center-left coalition government, Germany had 
already begun the process of reassessing its role in the world, veteran senior CIA analyst Ray 
McGovern, who briefed four US presidents on Russia, told Sputnik.
"At a press conference in Washington in 2015, [then-German chancellor Angela] Merkel told 
[then-US President Barack] Obama twice that providing arms to Ukraine was a bad idea.
... Now, the Germans are smart enough to have grasped that the international correlation of 
forces has profoundly changed," he said.
McGovern noted Germany’s leaders understand that the relationship between Russia and China 
now exceeds, in closeness and effectiveness, an alliance.
"Calmer heads in Berlin are sensible enough to trim their sails accordingly. [German policies on] 
arms to Ukraine and Nord Stream 2 are only a part of it. Economic ties with China are another 
part," he said.
The gap between the United States and Germany on a number of issues was therefore 
inevitably going to grow far wider, McGovern also said.
"The current divide between what Washington seems to want and what the Germans will fall in 
line with: that divide is growing from a fissure to a crevice, to a crevasse. But can the Germans 
really act as adults now, 77 years after Wforld War II? Well, I guess there is always a first time - 
and if not now, when?" he asked.
RULES-BASED ORDER
Historian, political commentator, antiwar activist and Nobel Peace Prize nominee David 
Swanson pointed out that the clash between Washington and Berlin was taking place because 
Germany was sincerely trying to apply the very rules-based international order that US leaders 
had proclaimed for so long but broke whenever they wanted to.
"Germany is, I think, very obediently complying with the US government's demand for 
democracy and a rule-based order. The rule is that you don’t threaten war. It’s written in the UN 
Charter and re-stated in the treaty that created NATO. The rule is that you don't send weapons 
to war zones," he said.
Swanson noted that the current Biden administration policy on sending arms to Ukraine violated 
globally signed and respected treaties going back more than a century.
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"The rule is that you don't send weapons to where they will violate human rights. It's in the Arms 
Trade Treaty," he said.
To comply with the Hague treaties of 1899 and 1907, the statute creating the International 
Criminal Court and the German Constitution, Germany was obliged - in order to uphold the Rule 
Based Order decreed by the United States - to reject any US demands to send weapons or 
troops to Ukraine, Swanson added.
US INFURIATED BY GERMAN STANCE
US leaders were already infuriated by Germany’s determination to adhere to the very principles 
of international law and coexistence that \Afeshington had lectured on them for so long, 
University of Pittsburgh Professor of International Affairs Michael Brenner observed.
"The Biden people are demonizing the Berlin government because of its refusal to follow 
Washington over the cliff on Ukraine. The American response to any sign of diminished prowess 
is hyperbolic rhetoric," he said.
Brenner noted that Biden and Scholz also faced an underlying divergence of policy on relations 
with Russia and China.
"That will have to be thrashed out on a multilateral basis within the Alliance," he said.
However, Scholz was very unlikely to risk any open break with Washington, Brenner also said. 
"The West Europeans still find it psychologically impossible to cross swords with the U.S. or to 
chart their own course on international matters. That holds for the new German government. 
When the Ukraine crisis cools, German-American relations will return swiftly to the status quo 
ante," he added.
Nevertheless, the damage already done to \Afeshington-Berlin relations was real and lasting, 
University of Rhode Island Professor of International Relations Nikolai Petro said.
"No, the US-German strategic alliance is not falling apart. It is, however, becoming increasingly 
obvious to America's allies that simply parroting US officials is not always in their national 
interest," Petro added.
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PREVIEW- Blinken Visits Indo-Pacificfor Talks With Partners on Chinese, Russian Challenges

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will be visiting 
several countries in the Indo-Pacific region this week to discuss an array of regional and global 
issues, including challenges posed by recent Chinese and Russian actions.
Blinken will travel to Australia, Fiji, and Hawaii February 7-13 to engage with Indo-Pacific allies 
and, according to the State Department, "to advance peace, resilience, and prosperity across 
the region and demonstrate that these partnerships deliver."
Blinken in Australia will attend the fourth Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) Foreign 
Ministers Ministerial meeting. The Quad leaders will discuss issues that they perceive as 
threatening the rules-based global order, including ongoing tensions between Ukraine and 
Russia and Chinese actions in the region, Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific 
Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink told reporters last week.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/07/2022 10:54:50 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/07/2022 10:54:50 AM

Blinken is also expected to meet with Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Foreign 
Minister Marise Payne, Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs Yoshimasa Hayashi, and Indian 
Minister of External Affairs Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, the State Department said.
The Secretary will then travel to Fiji, where he will emphasize the US commitment to them and 
other Pacific Islands. Blinken is scheduled to meet with Fijian Prime Minister Frank 
Bainimarama, and invited 18 other Pacific Island leaders to engage in discussions as well, 
officials said.
The secretary will then travel to Honolulu, Hawaii, where he will host Japanese Foreign Minister 
Hayashi and South Korean Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong for a US-Japan-South Korea 
trilateral ministerial meeting to address issues including threats from North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile programs.
Secretary Blinken also will meet with USINDOPACOM Commander Admiral John Aquilino on 
his trip, the State Department said.
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PREVIEW- Blinken, EU High Representative to Discuss Energy Supply Issues Amid Tensions 
Over Ukraine

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and European 
Union High Representative Josep Borrell will meet in Washington this week to discuss energy 
supply issues as tensions boil over the Ukraine crisis while kicking off a new energy council. 
"The EU-US Energy Council will be crucial to take forward cooperation on energy security and 
on the joint commitment to accelerate a just and clean energy transition to climate neutrality for 
citizens of the EU, the United States, and around the globe," the EU said in a press release last 
week. "The event comes at a pivotal moment for addressing energy supply to address the 
availability of natural gas and volatile prices."
Blinken and Borrell will hold a bilateral meeting on Monday followed by an expanded meet 
including EU Commissioner for Energy Kadri Simson and US Secretary of Energy Jennifer 
Granholm, Borreli's office said in a release last week.
US President Joe Biden and EU President Ursula von der Leyen said in a joint statement in late 
January that the EU-US Energy Council meeting on Monday will be a chance to move forward 
to work to encourage major energy producers to surge supplies.
On Tuesday, Borrell is also scheduled to meet with members of the US Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, which is currently putting together an anti-Russia sanctions bill should there 
be military escalation with Ukraine.
The precarious situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after 
Russia was accused of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and allegedly preparing for 
an invasion. Moscow has denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near 
Russian borders, which it deems a threat to its national security.
The United States and its European partners have mulled sanctions targeting Russia's energy 
supplies over the situation in Ukraine. The Biden administration has recently been encouraging
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major energy producers to increase production. However, US media reported that sanctions on 
Russian energy is off the table for now.
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RPT - Russia Sees Trucker Protests as Canada's Internal Affair, Does Not Want to Be Drawn in 
WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - Russia considers trucker protests against COVID-19 
restrictions to be Canada’s internal affair, and opposes attempts by some media to link it to 
"Russian actors," Ambassador in Ottawa Oleg Stepanov told Sputnik.
"The embassy, of course, sees what is happening as an exclusively internal affair of Canada," 
Stepanov said. "Our main concern is to ensure that Russia is not drawn into the story, that the 
consequences of the truck blockade do not interfere with the embassy and consulates general, 
that no incidents with our citizens take place during the protests. For safety reasons, we 
recommend them to avoid places where truckers are on strike."
On January 29, thousands of truckers and hundreds of other demonstrators gathered in Ottawa 
in protest of vaccine mandates for truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protestors 
believe the restrictions to be unconstitutional.
The protests were generally peaceful. However, the police launched several criminal 
investigations into a series of incidents, including people jumping on the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier and desecration of the statue of Canadian athlete and cancer research activist Terry 
Fox. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and his family were moved to a different location from their 
home in the capital city, according to Canadian media reports.
CBC host Nil Koksal, during an interview with Canadian Minister of Public Safety Marco 
Mendicino, suggested that "Russian actors" could be behind the protests. The journalist referred 
to tension between Moscow and Kiev, Canada's ally.
"According to our observations, indeed, there has been an attempt to find a 'Russian trace.’ But 
so far it hasn't developed," Stepanov said. "Now CBC is concerned that the money to support 
truckers could come from the United States from Donald Trump supporters... In addition, 
famous entrepreneur Elon Mask, who has spoken in support of the protesters, got into hot 
water."
Police in the Canadian provinces of Quebec and Ontario said on Friday they are gearing up for 
a second trucker-led protest against COVI D-19 restrictions during the weekend, preparing to 
maintain public order and ensure unimpeded access to hospitals.
The police warned of road closures and stressed that those attempting to disrupt hospital or 
emergency operations would be held liable.
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Aim of February 5 Rallies in US to Show Americans Do Not Seek War With Russia - Activist
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WASHINGTON, February 4(Sputnik), Ekaterina Chukaeva - The aim of the upcoming rallies 
which are scheduled across the United States on Saturday is to inform the public that the 
majority of US people are not seeking a conflict with Russia, Dan Gilman, who is on the 
organizing team of Seattle Anti-War Coalition and a member and past president of Veterans For 
Peace, told Sputnik.
A number of anti-war groups, including \Nor\d Beyond War, Code Pink, Veterans For Peace, 
United National Anti-War Coalition, and ANSWER, are organizing rallies across the United 
States which will be held under the motto, "Peace with Russia Day of Action: February 5, 2022". 
"Locally, we have at least 4 different mini-rallies in different parts of King County - Rainier Valley, 
Bothell, Lake Forest Park, and near North Seattle. I expect we'll have somewhere around 50 
plus folks out to inform the public that most Americans do not want war with Russia," Gilman 
said.
He added that tensions between the US and Russia are "extremely high" due to the situation in 
Ukraine and "the failure of the US to take Russia's security issues seriously."
He also said the situation at the UN Security Council and the confrontation between \Afeshington 
and Moscow was very severe.
"The US comes at this issue with cold war principles and its imperialistic mindset and therefore 
is not able to negotiate the conflict. Instead standing on cold war principles and American 
exceptionalism. If the shoe was on the other foot - say Russia made an alliance with Mexico - 
the US would never stand for it and be literally up in arms. It's the Cuban Missile Crisis in 
reverse," he said.
He noted that both the US and NATO and Russia could pull back their troops to a less 
confrontational position
"And the US needs to stop sending weapons, money, and training experts to Ukraine because 
the US misreads and doesn’t understand that Russia is not interested in invading Ukraine. It is 
hard to see how tensions can be eased with the US believes NATO has the right to be right on 
Russia's border and does not take Russia's security concerns seriously," Gilman said.
According to the activist, now the world is in a dangerous situation that could lead to a serious 
conflict if "the security question is not resolved and the West curtails its imperial ambitions."
In mid-January, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said that the US has evidence of 
Russia fabricating a pretext for an invasion of Ukraine by using operatives to carry out a false 
flag event. On Friday, US State Department spokesman Ned Price refused to give specific 
evidence on the issue, saying that the US declassifies information when they are confident of 
the findings.
Speaking on the information presented by the US, Gilman replied that Washington is not 
listening to what Russia is saying.
"No one is going to tell the US/NATO what to do. There are options and alternatives to this stand 
off by negotiating and using diplomatic tools to first of all step back from the brink, and then sit 
down and in good faith work out realistic security agreements and treaties for Eurasia. Besides, 
the US says it's not going to send troops into Ukraine - using sanctions instead - so why do they 
need to send troops? It just escalates the situation," he said.
Cole Harrison, Executive Director of Massachusetts Peace Action said they expect 100-200 
participants at their Boston rally.
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"Ws are lobbying our members of Congress to oppose the Menendez/Meeks bill which calls for 
military aid to Ukraine and sanctions for Russia," Harrison told Sputnik.
Moreover, Ukraine is not an ally of the United States, Harrison added, hence the US should not 
send troops or military aid to Kiev. He also recommended some policies that should be pursued 
related to NATO and arms control.
"NATO should not be enlarged and work should begin to replace it by a new European security 
framework that considers the security needs and concerns of all countries," Harrison said. "A 
new effort at nuclear disarmament should be launched by the US and Russia."
The precarious situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after 
Russia was accused of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and allegedly preparing for 
an invasion. Moscow has denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near 
Russian borders, which it deems a threat to its national security.
Moscow has replied that it has the right to move troops within its national territory and that it is 
not threatening anyone. In January, US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said that the 
American intelligence community has no belief at the moment that Russia has definitely decided 
to invade Ukraine.
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Russian Ambassador Accuses US of Conducting Information \Aferfare With Provocation Claims

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - Russian Ambassador to the United States Anatoly 
Antonov said the United States is conducting an information warfare campaign with accusations 
of so-called Russian aggression with respect to the Ukraine situation.
"This lie is part of the information war against Russia," Antonov said on Friday when asked 
about claims Russia was preparing a propaganda video of a false-flag operation to allegedly 
justify an invasion of Ukraine. "Washington has been provoking the whole world for several 
months with statements that Ukraine is about to become a victim of 'Russian aggression'. 
However, there was a mistake, because there was no attack."
Antonov emphasized that Russia is not going to attack any country, adding that Russia needs 
good relations with the Ukrainian people.
2/4/2022 8:02:30 PM -05:00
US Panel Approves Transferring 9/11 Suspect to Saudi Mental Health Facility - Ruling 
WASHINGTON, February 5 (Sputnik) - The US review board consisting of six-national security 
agencies issued a recommendation to repatriate a mentally ill Guantanamo Bay detainee, 
Mohammed al-Qahtani, who the United States suspected of planning to participate in the 
September 11 attacks, according to a filing from the parole-like board.
"The Periodic Review Board, by consensus, determined that continued law of war detention of 
the detainee is no longer necessary to protect against a continuing significant threat to the 
security of the United States," the review broad said in a filing on Friday.
The review board suggested sending Gahtani to a mental health care facility in Saudi Arabia.
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US media reported that the Biden administration is expected to send Qahtani to Saudi Arabia as 
early as March.
Qahtani was reportedly tortured by US military interrogators at Guantanamo Bay and a senior 
US defense official determined he could not be prosecuted due to how he was initially treated. A 
Navy doctor suggested last year that Qahtani, who spent about 20 years in Guantanamo Bay, 
should be transferred since he would not received the medical treatment he needed at the naval 
base and the detainee was considered too impared to pose a threat in the future, according to 
media reports.
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Florida Man Sentenced to 15 Years for Defrauding Pentagon - US Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - A Florida man has been sentenced to 15 years in prison 
on charges of committing fraud and piecing together a kickback and bribery scheme in 
connection with a Department of Defense contract, the Department of Justice said.
“A Florida man was sentenced today to 15 years in prison for orchestrating a bribery and 
kickback conspiracy and committing fraud in connection with a contract for the US Department 
of Defense’s Office of Inspector General (DoD OIG),” the Justice Department said in a 
statement on Friday.
William Wilson, 56, paid numerous kickbacks and bribes to a public official and two government 
contractors in return for those individuals corruptly steering business to Wilson’s Florida-based 
companies, the statement said.
"Wilson paid tens of thousands of dollars in bribes to Mathew Kekoa LumHo, 46, of Fairfax 
Station, then employed at the DoD OIG. In return, LumHo took official actions that benefitted 
Wilson's companies. LumHo steered work to Wilson’s company by placing fraudulent service 
orders through a government contract that LumHo controlled,” the statement said.
According to evidence presented at the trial, between 2010 and 2015, Wilson paid kickbacks to 
Ronald Capallia and a co-conspirator as well, both of whom were working for a 
telecommunications company that was a prime contractor to the US government, the statement 
said.
Wilson paid these kickbacks to Capallia and his cohort who then steered work and offered 
favorable treatment to Wilson’s companies that were acting as subcontractors to the 
telecommunications company, the statement said.
“One of the key subcontracts steered to Wilson’s company related to a prime contract between 
the telecommunications firm and the DoD OIG, in which the telecommunications firm was 
supposed to supply various information technology-related services to the government,” the 
statement said. "Wilson’s company was awarded this subcontract despite it not having the 
needed expertise and experience and not having employees based in or near northern Virginia, 
where all the work was to be performed.”
Wilson frequently disguised the bribes and kickbacks to Capallia, LumHo and one of the 
co-conspirators through fake invoices for services that were never provided, or by masking the
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payments as payroll to relatives of Capallia and LumHo for jobs that did not in fact exist, the 
statement also said.
As the scheme progressed, the co-conspirators caused the government to submit numerous 
false and fraudulent service orders through the prime contract, the statement added. 
Co-defendant LumHo was convicted at trial and sentenced to 90 months in prison on January 
14, 2021, according to the statement.
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GoFundMe Removes Fundraiser of Canada Trucker Protest for Violating Service - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The GoFundMe fundraising platform said it removed a 
fundraiser organized by Canadian truckers because the group allegedly violated the terms of 
service by engaging in violence during their ongoing demonstration against the Canadian 
government's vaccine mandates.
"GoFundMe supports peaceful protests and we believe that was the intention of the Freedom 
Convoy 2022 fundraiser when it was first created," the company said in a statement on Friday. 
"V\fe now have evidence from law enforcement that the previously peaceful demonstration has 
become an occupation, with police reports of violence and other unlawful activity."
The Freedom Convoy's fundraiser violated the platform's terms of service and has been 
removed, the company said. No more funds will be directly distributed to the organization's 
organizers, the remaining funds may be sent to credible charities verified by GoFundMe, the 
company added.
The company explained that organizers initially indicated that the one millions dollars raised 
earlier this week would be used to help people make the trip to Ottawa to participate in a 
peaceful protest.
Some 50,000 Canadian truckers and tens of thousands of Canadians descended peacefully on 
the capital Ottawa in protest of vaccine mandates as unconstitutional as well as immoral. The 
protestors said they will stay in Ottawa until the restrictions are removed.
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US Restores Iran Sanctions V\feiver as Nuclear Talks Hit Final \Afeeks

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration restored a sanctions waiver for 
Iran that is meant to ensure compliance to nuclear commitments as stakeholders enter the final 
weeks of negotiations to revive the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), a senior State 
Department official told Sputnik.
"[Tjhe technical discussions facilitated by the waiver are necessary in the final weeks of JCPOA 
[Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action] talks, and the waiver itself would be essential to ensuring
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Iran’s swift compliance with its nuclear commitments," the official said on Friday. "If talks do not 
result in a return to the nuclear agreement, such technical discussions could still contribute to 
achieving our non-proliferation goals."
With respect to the sanctions waiver, it will allow third parties to have more detailed technical 
discussions related to disposition of stockpiles of enriched uranium in Iran and other 
non-proliferation activities, the official said.
The Trump administration rescinded the sanction waiver in May 2020, which allowed British, 
Chinese and Russian companies to facilitate nonproliferation work at three Iranian nuclear sites, 
which contained Tehran's ability to use its nuclear program to build a nuclear bomb.
The sanctions waiver allowed Britain and China to help Iran modify its heavy water reactor at 
the Arak nuclear facility into a light water reactor in order to prevent the production of enough 
plutonium needed to build a nuclear bomb.
The sanctions waiver also enabled Russia to supply 20 percent enriched uranium to fuel the 
Tehran Research Reactor, which produces medical isotopes. Moreover, under the waiver,
Russia would export Iran's scrap and spent fuel from the research reactor.
The sanctions waiver is not a concession to Iran, the official said, adding that enabling nuclear 
non-proliferation projects and safety projects is crucial to national security interests of the United 
States, Middle East and the world.
In addition, the official noted that this sanctions waiver is not a sign that the United States and 
Iran are about to reach an understanding on a mutual return to full compliance of the nuclear 
deal.
Since April 2021, Vienna has been hosting talks to restore the deal. The eighth round of talks on 
the 2015 nuclear deal has been underway in Vienna since late December. The parties 
previously agreed on two drafts of the deal, which included provisions covering Iranian interests. 
In May 2018, the Trump administration abandoned the deal and reimposed sanctions on Iran, 
which in response abandoned its commitments under the agreement.
The signatories to the original nuclear accord were the United States, Iran, China, France, 
Russia, the United Kingdom, Germany, and the European Union. It required Tehran to scale 
back its nuclear program and drastically reduce its uranium reserves in exchange for sanctions 
relief, including the lifting of an arms embargo five years after the deal was made.
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Ex-US Vice President Pence Says Trump 'Wrong' About Right to Overturn 2020 Election

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - Former President Donald Trump is wrong to suggest the 
vice president had the right to single-handedly overturn the results of the 2020 election, former 
second-in-command Mike Pence said during a Federalist Society event.
"I heard this week that President Trump said I had the right to overturn the election, but 
President Trump is wrong. I had no right to overturn the election. The presidency belongs to the 
American people and the American people alone," Pence said on Friday.
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As Vice President and President of the Senate at the time, Pence was responsible for certifying 
the vote of presidential electors on January 6, 2021 - the day on which demonstrators breached 
the US Capitol and halted the certification of the election.
Pence on January 6 said in a letter to Congress that he lacks the unilateral authority to decide 
which Electoral College votes should be counted, contrary to Trump’s calls at the time for him to 
reject some results.
"It is my considered judgment that my oath to support and defend the Constitution constrains 
me from claiming unilateral authority to determine which electoral votes should be counted and 
which should not," Pence said in the letter.
After leaving the White House, Pence started an advocacy organization, Advancing American 
Freedom, that is designed to promote conservative policies and values. The organization’s 
advisory board includes former White House aides Keilyanne Conway and Larry Kudlow, as well 
as prominent figures dating back to the Reagan administration such as former Attorney General 
Ed Meese.
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US Condemns Russia’s Decision to Close Deutche Welle's Moscow Office - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The United States condemns Russia's decision to close 
the Moscow bureau of German media outlet Deutsche Welle (DW) in response to the 
termination of Russian RT DE broadcasts in Germany, State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said.
"The US condemns the Russian government’s decision to shut down the Moscow office of 
Deutsche Welle. We stand in solidarity with Deutsche Welle and Germany in the face of 
Moscow's crackdown on independent media, political opposition, and civil society,’’ Price said 
via Twitter on Friday.
The Russian Foreign Ministry announced on Thursday that Moscow would close the DW 
bureau, annul the accreditation of its employees and terminate DW satellite and other 
broadcasts in response to the RT DE ban in Germany.
However, the Foreign Ministry' told Sputnik that if Germany revisits its position on RT DE, 
Moscow will respond in kind.
Also on Friday, German Minister for Culture and the Media Claudia Roth said Russia and 
Germany should pursue dialogue and de-escalation in light of the controversy.
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US Stocks Up 2nd Week in Highly Volatile Trade Amid Rate Hike Fears
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NEW YORK, February 4 (Sputnik) - \Na\\ Street rose broadly for a second straight week, 
extending its recovery from January’s nightmarish losses, although trading remained highly 
volatile on worries about how US businesses would perform as inflation spikes and the 
government withdraws stimulus support.
The three major US equity indices - the Nasdaq Composite, the S&P 500 and the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average - ended the week up between 1 % and 2%, replicating last week’s rebound 
that came after four straight weeks of selling.
Like the previous week, it was a rollercoaster one for stocks. Trading began on a strong note but 
turned into a horror by Thursday with the dismal quarterly earnings of Face book’s parent Meta 
Holdings, which wiped out more than 25% from the company’s stock price and $200 billion from 
its market value. Face book’s plunge also handed Nasdaq a 3.7% loss, the index’s worst in a 
day since October 2020.
Then on Friday, the US government released its estimates - beating non-farm payrolls report for 
January that cited 467,000 new jobs - well above November’s growth of 199,000 and smashing 
economists’ expectations for just 125,000 last month. Instead of being assuring, investors found 
the report adding to their anxieties about impending US rate hikes. As a result, the Nasdaq,
S&P 500 and Dow all plunged in morning trading before finding their feet later for a positive 
finish.
As the week closed, the consensus among analysts was that investors were still way off from 
their comfort zone of months ago where hundreds of billions of dollars of monthly stimulus 
support by the Federal Reserve and pandemic relief provided by the government repeatedly 
sent stocks to record highs.
Until the Federal Reserve announces its first pandemic-era rate hike, now widely expected to be 
in March, trading in equities was likely to remain in a flux, they said.
"The next couple of months should be very choppy for equity markets as Fed tightening 
certainty will clearly take a cue from how quickly supply chain issues improve," said Ed Moya, 
analyst at online trading platform OANDA. "The Fed clearly is rushing to fix their mistake in 
tackling inflation and that surging global bond yield environment will make it tough for risky 
assets. Selling into rallies may not become the dominant theme, but it is hard to imagine 
investors will be aggressively bullish here."
A reading on money market expectations on Friday showed the Federal Reserve could hike 
rates by as many as five times this year as an extraordinary labor market creates a solid case 
for the central bank to be aggressive in fighting inflation.
After staggering unemployment triggered by the Covid-19 outbreak in 2020, the US labor 
market has picked up dynamically, showing a jobless rate of just 4.0% in the January non-farm 
payrolls report released on Friday — versus a record high of 14.8% in April 2020. An 
unemployment rate of 4.0% or lower is considered as "maximum employment" by the Federal 
Reserve, which has a dual mandate of growing jobs and keeping inflation under control through 
interest rate controls.
Since slashing rates to nearly zero in March 2020, the Federal Reserve has provided stimulus 
of more than $2 trillion over the past 20 months to sustain credit markets. On top of that, the 
federal government spent trillions of dollars more on pandemic relief measures, while employers 
paid out higher wages to working Americans.
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All that money, along with supply chain bottlenecks arising from the pandemic, have created 
soaring inflation. The economy grew 5.8% last year from a 3.5% contraction in 2020. But the US 
Consumer Price Index, a key barometer for inflation, jumped 7% in the year to December, 
growing at its fastest since 1982. The Fed’s own tolerance for inflation is a mere 2% a year. 
Money markets expect the Federal Reserve to begin with a 25-basis point or quarter percentage 
point rate hike and perhaps even double the quantum later, depending on the performance of 
the labor market, the economy and, ultimately, inflation.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Sanctions Waiver Key to Ensuring Iran Complies With Nuclear Commitments - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration's decision to restore a 
sanctions waiver for Iran is meant to ensure compliance to nuclear commitments as 
stakeholders enter the final weeks of negotiations, a senior State Department official told 
Sputnik.
"[T]he technical discussions facilitated by the waiver are necessary in the final weeks of JCPOA 
[Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action] talks, and the waiver itself would be essential to ensuring 
Iran’s swift compliance with its nuclear commitments," the official said on Friday. "If talks do not 
result in a return to the nuclear agreement, such technical discussions could still contribute to 
achieving our non-proliferation goals."
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US Restores Iran Sanctions Waiver so Others Can Join Non-Proliferation Effort - State Dept

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration restored a sanctions waiver for 
Iran that will enable third-party participation in nuclear non-proliferation and safety projects, a 
senior State Department official told Sputnik.
"We decided to restore a sanctions waiver to enable third party participation in nuclear 
non-proliferation and safety projects in Iran due to growing non-proliferation concerns, in 
particular with respect to increasing stockpiles of enriched uranium in Iran," the official said on 
Friday.
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US Covid Death Toll Surpasses 900,000 - Johns Hopkins University

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The number of US deaths caused by the novel 
coronavirus disease surpassed 900,000, according to the tally compiled by Johns Hopkins 
University (JHU).
On Friday afternoon, the JHU tally showed 900,334 people in the United States have died due 
to COVID-19 and more than 76 million cases have been confirmed in the country since January 
2020.

Less than two months ago, in mid-December, the United States passed the 800,000 mark in 
covid-related deaths as the more-transmissible Omicron variant spread through the country.
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Trump Supports US Truckers to Visit Washington to Protest COVI D-19 Mandates - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump expressed support 
for the plan by truckers in the United States to come to Washington, DC to protest the 
COVI D-19 vaccine mandates and other draconian restrictions nearly two years after the 
authorities proclaimed a coronavirus pandemic.
"Facebook and Big Tech are seeking to destroy the Freedom Convoy of Truckers. The Freedom 
Convoy is peacefully protesting the harsh policies of far-left lunatic Justin Trudeau who has 
destroyed Canada with insane COVID mandates. Now, thankfully, the Freedom Convoy could 
be coming to [\Afeshington,] DC with American Truckers who want to protest Biden's ridiculous 
COVID policies," Trump said in a statement on Friday.
Over the past weeks, more than 130,000 truckers in the United States have joined the group 
"Convoy to D.C. 2022" on Face book in order to plan and coordinate their trip from California to 
the US capital, media reported on Wednesday.
US truckers have been following the example of the Canadian truckers as 50,000 trucks and 
tens of thousands of Canadians descended peacefully on the capital Ottawa in protest of 
vaccine mandates as unconstitutional as well as immoral. The protestors said they will stay in 
Ottawa until the restrictions are removed.
However, Facebook removed the US truckers group on Wednesday amid unproven allegations 
it violated the social media platform’s community standards and called it a violence-inducing 
conspiracy network.
In his statement, Trump invites all truckers, banned from Facebook, to join his media platform 
"Truth Social" that was announced by the former president on October and is set to launch 

soon.
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US, Allies at UN Condemn N. Korea’s January 13 Missile Test as 'Significant Escalation'

UNITED NATIONS, February 4 (Sputnik) - The United States and its allies at the United Nations 
condemned North Korea's most recent ballistic missile test and characterized it as a "significant 
escalation" aimed to further destabilize the region, US Ambassador to the United Nations Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield said.
Greenfield read out the joint statement by Albania, Brazil, France, Ireland, Japan, Norway, the 
United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom after the UN Security Council held closed 
consultations on the issue per the United States’ request.
"The DPRK’s [North Korea’s] January 13th launch of an intermediate-range ballistic missile is a 
significant escalation in the DPRK’s is recent violations of multiple Security Council resolutions 
and seeks to further destabilize the region," Greenfield said in the statement on Friday.
The diplomat also said the nine ballistic missiles launched by North Korea in January constitute 
the largest number of launches Pyongyang has conducted in a single month in the history of its 
nuclear program.
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Evacuation of Diplomats’ Families From Ukraine Made Out of Caution - US Envoy

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The decision to evacuate family members of US 
diplomats serving in Ukraine was made out of an abundance of caution amid alleged threats of 
Russian aggression, US Charge dAffaires in Kiev Kristina Kvien said in an interview.
"I would say that as a Charge d’Affaires, my number one job and challenge is to secure the 
safety of our diplomats and their families. So ultimately, I made the decision to send the families 
back home out of an abundance of caution," Kvien told MSNBC on Friday. "[IJt was the right 
decision to make sure that our families were safe."
The US diplomat added that she wanted to make sure the families were able to return home on 
commercial flights since the United States has a very large diplomatic presence in Ukraine.
In January, the US Embassy in Kiev recommended American citizens to leave the country, citing 
unpredictability regarding Ukraine, and the State Department authorized the voluntary departure 
of US direct hire employees and ordered the departure of eligible family members of diplomats 
from the embassy.
The situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after the United 
States and its allies accused Russia of a troop buildup near the border with Ukraine in 
preparation for an invasion. Russia has said it does not plan to attack any country, saying it 
reserves the right to move troops inside its territory. Russia has also said it considers the plans 
by NATO to expand further eastward as a threat to its national security.
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Blinken to Discuss China, Ukraine During Meetings on Trip to Indo-Pacific - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will discuss 
challenges posed by China and the situation in Ukraine during meetings with the Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue (Quad) partners on his upcoming trip to the Indo-Pacific region, Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink said.
"As leaders of four of the world's key democracies, I think it will be natural for them to address 
all of the important issues of the day and I’m sure Ukraine will be one of them given the 
seriousness of the issue and the threat it poses to the rules-based global order," Kritenbrink said 
on Friday. “I’m confident that when our foreign ministers get together that they will reaffirm those 
principles and values that we hold dear, they will discuss challenges to that order and to those 
values and I’m confident that part of that discussion will relate to the challenges that China 
poses to those values and to that rules-based order in a number of sectors.”
Blinken is scheduled to visit Australia, Fiji and Hawaii February 7-13 to engage with Indo-Pacific 
allies and partners across the region, including at the Quad Foreign Ministers Ministerial 
alongside India, Japan and Australia, Kritenbrink said.
Blinken will also travel to Fiji, where he will host a hybrid meeting with Pacific island leaders, 18 
of whom have been invited to attend, where the US will demonstrate their long-standing 
commitment to the region, Kritenbrink added.
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US Official Says China Had Chance to Encourage Moscow to De-Escalate Ukraine Crisis

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - Senior US State Department official Daniel Kritenbrink 
said China had a chance to encourage Russia to de-escalate tensions regarding the situation 
with Ukraine and that is what the international community expects from responsible world 

powers.
"The meeting should have provided China the opportunity to encourage Russia to pursue 
diplomacy and de-escalation in Ukraine, that is what the world expects from responsible 
powers,” Kritenbrink said on Friday with respect to the meeting between Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping earlier in the day.
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US Working With Allies in Indo-Pacificto Respond to Russia Over Ukraine - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The United States is working with its allies in the 
Indo-Pacific to respond decisively against Russia over the situation in Ukraine should tensions 
escalate, senior US State Department official Daniel Kritenbrink said.
"We are focused on working with allies and partners, including in the Indo-Pacific, to respond 
decisively if Russia further invades Ukraine," Kritenbrink said during a telephone briefing on 
Friday.
The situation regarding Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after the United 
States and its allies accused Russia of a troop build-up near the border with Ukraine in 
preparations for an invasion. Moscow has denied the accusations, saying it reserves the right to 
move troops on Russia's sovereign territory as it sees fit. Russia has also said NATO's plan to 
expand further eastward and warned such a move is a threat to its national security.
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US Official Says Russia-China Statement Reflects Approach to Move Closer Together

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - A US State Department official said the joint 
Russia-China statement announced earlier in the day reflects the approach both countries have 
taken for some time to work more closely together.
"I think it's fair to say the meeting between [Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin and [Chinese] 
President Xi [Jinping] and the joint Russia-China statement reflects an approach that both 
countries have already taken for some time, mainly to move closer together," State Department 
official Daniel Kritenbrink said during a telephone briefing on Friday.
In a joint statement earlier in the day, Russia and China said they oppose further enlargement of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and called on the alliance to abandon its 
ideologically-charged Cold Wbr approach.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) -

WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES
* Chinese President Xi Jinping on Friday declared the XXIV Wnter Olympics in Beijing open. 

RUSSIA-CHINA TALKS
* The talks between the leaders of Russia and China, Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping, which 
lasted almost three hours, have ended, a Sputnik correspondent reported on Thursday.
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* The meeting between Putin and Xi can be described as warm, constructive, partner-like and 
allied, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.
* Russian oil major Rosneft and China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) have signed an 
agreement on the supply of 100 million tons of oil over 10 years for processing at Chinese 
refineries, the company said.
* President Joe Biden is of the opinion that the United States has its own relationship with 
China, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Friday when asked how Biden the 
relations between Moscow and Beijing through the lens of his broader foreign policy goals.
* Russia and China on Friday agreed that they would further develop and deepen cooperation 
within the Eurasian Economic Union and the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative.

PUTIN-MACRON MEETING
* Russian President Vladimir Putin will meet with French President Emmanuel Macron in 
Moscow on Monday, following the talks, a press conference is scheduled, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said on Thursday.
* Macron will discuss the Normandy Format negotiations to solve the Ukrainian crisis and 
European security during his meeting with Putin next week, Reuters reported, citing a French 
official.

UKRAINE SITUATION
* The United States has been in contact with its allies on ways to increase energy supplies to 
Europe amid Russia-Ukraine tensions, White House press secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday.
* UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz discussed the situation 
in Ukraine during a phone conversation on Friday and agreed that dialogue with Russia is 
necessary, Downing Street said.
* Russia has called on the US and NATO to immediately stop military supplies to Ukraine and 
stop whipping up hysteria around the conflict in Donbas, foreign ministry spokesman Maria 
Zakharova said,
* Video hosting YouTube blocked a number of information channels of the self-proclaimed 
people's republics of Luhansk and Donetsk, LPR state-run broadcaster said.

DEUTCHE WELLE OFFICE CLOSURE IN MOSCOW
* The Deutsche Welle bureau in Moscow stopped its work on Friday, the German media 
company said.
* Journalists from Deutsche While's Moscow office are due to surrender their accreditation on 
Friday, but that doesn't mean they have to leave Russia, Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said,
* Moscow's decision to close the office of the Deutsche Welle broadcaster in Russia is 
unacceptable and groundless, European Commission spokesperson Peter Stano said.

NORWAY CENTRAL BANK
* The Norwegian government on Friday said it has decided to appoint NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg as the head of the kingdom's central bank after he steps down as the head of 
the alliance.
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* Stoltenberg will be fully focused on fulfilling his duties within the alliance until his term expires 
in October, a NATO official told Sputnik.
* Former UK Prime Minister Theresa May, Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, Romanian 
President Klaus lohannis, Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas and former EU foreign policy 
chief Federica Mogherini are considered as possible candidates to head NATO, the DPAnews 
agency reported.
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New Jobs Report Confirms US Strong Economic Recovery - Harris

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) ~ The new jobs report published by the Labor Department 
on Friday confirms US strong economic recovery, Vice President Kamala Harris said on Friday.
"I do believe, it really shows that Americans are going back to work. Our nation’s economic 
recovery continues to be the strongest in the world," Harris said at an event in the US state of 
Maryland.
She expressed confidence that it became possible due to the diligence and determination of the 
American people, as well as the policies of the Biden administration.
US employers added 467,000 jobs in January, beating economists’ expectations, Labor 
Department data showed earlier in the day. The jobless rate moved up fractionally to 4% from 
December’s 3.9%.
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Blinken Briefs Kuleba on Engagement With Russia About Security Issues - State Dept.
(Adds details in para 4, background in paras 5-6)
WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a phone call on 
Friday briefed Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba on his recent engagement with 
Russian counterparts, State Department spokesman Ned Price said.
Blinken had a phone call with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov on February 1.
"The Secretary shared with the Foreign Minister his recent engagement with Russian 
counterparts, which affirmed readiness to address mutual security concerns, the United States’ 
unwavering support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and made clear U.S. 
willingness, alongside our Allies and partners, to impose swift and severe consequences on 
Russia if it chooses to escalate," Price said.
Blinken and Kuleba discussed the situation on the Russian-Ukrainian border and steps Kiev and 
Washington "are taking to encourage Moscow to pursue diplomacy over war and ensure 
security and stability," Price added.
Last month, Russia engaged in security talks with the United States, NATO, and the OSCE to 
address national security concerns over the Ukraine crisis.
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Moscow wants guarantees NATO will not continue to expand eastward to include Ukraine and 
Georgia. However, NATO countries have said the alliance's open door policy will remain.
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Ottawa Police Say Will Deploy Extra 150 Officers on Streets Over Trucker Protests

TORONTO, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Ottawa Police said on Friday they are deploying an 
extra 150 officers as part of a new "surge and contain" strategy to restore order and prevent 
criminal activity amid trucker protests.
"The Ottawa Police Service and its partners are implementing a surge and contain strategy in 
Ottawa’s downtown neighbourhoods to further protect neighbourhoods, restore order and 
prevent unlawful activity," the service said in a press release.
To prevent and reduce the impact of demonstrations and improve public safety, the Ottawa 
Police will be deploying approximately 150 more uniformed and non-uniformed officers to 
address unlawful and threatening conduct in the city’s most impacted areas, the press release 
said.
The city will utilize concrete and heavy equipment barricades to create no-access roadways 
through the downtown core, and redirect protestor vehicles to designated zones outside of the 
area, the press release added.
The officers will conduct increased investigation and enforcement, increase efforts to identify 
and target protestors who are supporting harmful activities, and urge demonstrators to act 
lawfully and peacefully, the press release added.
On January 29, thousands of truckers and hundreds of other demonstrators gathered in Ottawa 
in protest against the recent COVID-19 restrictions, in particular vaccine mandates for truckers 
crossing the US-Canada border. The demonstrators believe the restrictions to be incompatible 
with Canadian laws and values. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and his family were moved to a 
different location from their home in the capital city amid the trucker protest.
Authorities in Quebec and Ontario said on Friday they are preparing for a second wave of 
trucker-led protests against the COVI D-19 restrictions over the weekend. The police warned of 
road closures amid the protests and stressed that those attempting to disrupt hospital or 
emergency operations would be held liable.
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Blinken Briefs Kuleba on Engagement With Russia on Security Issues - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a phone call on 
Friday briefed Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba on his recent engagement with 
Russian counterparts, State Department spokesman Ned Price said.
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Blinken had a phone call with Russia Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov on February 1.
"The Secretary shared with the Foreign Minister his recent engagement with Russian 
counterparts, which affirmed readiness to address mutual security concerns, the United States’ 
unwavering support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and made clear U.S. 
willingness, alongside our Allies and partners, to impose swift and severe consequences on 
Russia if it chooses to escalate," Price said.
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UPDATE - Minneapolis Police Release Body Camera Footage of Fatal Shooting of Black Man 
(Adds details in paras 6-7)
WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Minneapolis Police Department on Friday released 
body camera footage showing officers shoot and kill 22-year old black man Amir Locke while 
executing a warrant at an apartment.
The body camera footage shows a Minneapolis Police SWAT team gaining and announcing 
entry into an apartment where Locke was laying on a couch before purportedly pointing a 
handgun in the officers’ direction. An officer in response returned fire, hitting and ultimately 
killing Locke.
"On February 2, 2022 at approximately 6:48am, the Minneapolis Police SWAT team, in 
Minneapolis Police Department uniforms, marked external ballistic vests, and tactical gear 
executed a warrant for the Saint Paul Police Department Homicide unit," the Minneapolis Police 
Department said in a public information report. "Approximately nine seconds into the entry, 
officers encountered a male who was armed with a handgun pointed in the direction of the 
officers. An officer fired his duty weapon and the adult male suspect was struck."
The police officers immediately provided Locke with first aid while he awaited transport to a local 
hospital, where he later died, the Minneapolis Police Department said.
The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension is conducting an independent investigation 
into the incident, the department added.
Amir's father Andre Locke during a press conference on Friday said that he got a license to 
carry the firearm and was mentored by his family, which has a law enforcement background. 
Amir was startled by the officers after being woken up during the raid, and did what any 
reasonable person would do to protect themselves, Andre said.
Civil rights attorney Ben Crump has been retained to represent the Locke family, saying in a 
statement on Friday that they will continue to push for answers in the case so that the family can 
get the "closure they deserve."
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Blinken Says \Afould Be Productive for Russia to Engage With OSCE to Bolster Europe Security
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WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday it 
would be productive for Russia to engage with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) as a means to strengthen security in the region.
"So we have a lot to talk about today and, again, in the context of Poland’s OSCE chairmanship. 
That’s a vital forum for Europe’s security and for continuing to look at ways to strengthen that 
security," Blinken said prior to a meeting with his Polish counterpart, Zbigniew Rau. "If Russia 
engages in that arena, that can also, I think, be productive for everyone, but it has to decide 
whether to do that or not."
Last month, Russia engaged in security talks with the United States, NATO, and the OSCE to 
address national security concerns over the Ukraine crisis. Moscow continues to engage in 
high-level security talks with the United States and other European countries in an attempt to 
resolve differences over security concerns in Eastern Europe, especially with respect to 
Ukraine.
Russia wants guarantees the NATO alliance will not continue to expand eastward to include 
Ukraine and Georgia. However, NATO countries have said the alliance’s open door policy will 
remain.
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Minneapolis Police Department Releases Body Camera Footage of Recent Shooting Incident

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Minneapolis Police Department on Friday released 
body camera footage showing officers shoot and kill 22-year old black man Amir Locke while 
executing a warrant at an apartment.
The body camera footage shows a Minneapolis Police SWAT team gaining and announcing 
entry into an apartment where Locke was laying on a couch before purportedly pointing a 
handgun in the officers' direction. An officer in response returned fire, hitting and ultimately 
killing Locke.
"On February 2, 2022 at approximately 6:48am, the Minneapolis Police SWAT team, in 
Minneapolis Police Department uniforms, marked external ballistic vests, and tactical gear 
executed a warrant for the Saint Paul Police Department Homicide unit," the Minneapolis Police 
Department said in a public information report. "Approximately nine seconds into the entry, 
officers encountered a male who was armed with a handgun pointed in the direction of the 
officers. An officer fired his duty weapon and the adult male suspect was struck."
The police officers immediately provided Locke with first aid while he awaited transport to a local 
hospital, where he later died, the Minneapolis Police Department said.
The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension is conducting an independent investigation 
into the incident, the department added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/07/2022 10:54:50 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/07/2022 10:54:50 AM

US Probe Says 2021 Kabul Airport Bombing Was Single Blast, No Gun Shots Fired 
(Updates with details, background in paras 3-6)
WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Pentagon investigation into the Islamic 
State-Khorasan's (terrorist group, banned in Russia) suicide bombing at the Kabul airport last 
August found that the attack was a single blast and no one was killed by gunfire from US or 
Afghan troops, Central Command (CENTCOM) Commander Gen. Kenneth McKenzie said on 
Friday.
"The investigation found that a single explosive device killed at least 170 Afghan civilians and 13 
US service members by explosively direction ball bearings through a packed crowd and into our 
men and women at Abbey Gate," McKenzie said during a press briefing. "The investigation 
found no definitive proof that anyone was ever hit or killed by gunfire, either US or Afghan." 
McKenzie said the investigation found that the ball bearings from the blast caused injuries in 
victims that looked like gun shot wounds.
US Army Brig. Gen. Lance Curtis, the lead investigator into the attack, said there is no evidence 
indicating the Taliban (under UN sanctions over terrorist activities) knew the IS-K suicide attack 
would take place.
Curtis said his team of investigators conducted 70 interviews with witnesses and collected 250 
pieces of evidence during the investigation.
In 2021, the Taliban led a major offensive in Afghanistan during the withdrawal of US troops 
from the country and took over in August. In September, the radical group established an interim 
government. Afghanistan has been gripped by a severe social and economic crisis ever since, 
with the country's foreign assets frozen.
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Republican Party Censures US Congressman Kinzinger, Cheney Over January 6 Probe - 
Reports

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Republican National Committee (RNC) voted to 
censure US Congressmen Adam Kinzinger and Liz Cheney for their work with the House Select 
Committee investigating the January 6, 2021, events at the US Capitol, the Washington Post 
reported on Friday.
The censure resolution was passed by the RNC during their winter meeting in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, by a voice vote without debate or discussion, the report said.
“Resolved, That the Republican National Committee hereby formally censures Representatives 
Liz Cheney of Wyoming and Adam Kinzinger of Illinois and shall immediately cease any and all 
support of them as members of the Republican Party for their behavior which has been 
destructive to the institution of the US House of Representatives, the Republican Party and our 
republic, and is inconsistent with the position of the Conference,” the censure resolution said.
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The RNC accused Cheney and Kinzinger of engaging in actions in their positions on the House 
Select Committee that are not befitting of Republican members of Congress, including for their 
disregard for minority rights and due process.
Kinzinger said in a statement via Twitter on Thursday that he does not regret his decision to 
uphold his oath of office and defend the Constitution, adding he will continue to focus his efforts 
on standing for truth. Cheney also issued a statement on Thursday accusing Republicans of 
making themselves “willing hostages” to former President Donald Trump.
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US Could See 5 Rate Hikes This Year After Strong January Jobs - Money Market Reading

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The United States could see as many as five interest 
rate hikes this year as a strong jobs report for January creates a steadier ground for the Federal 
Reserve to be aggressive in fighting inflation, a reading on money market expectations showed 
Friday.
The reading, which measures the so-called federal funds rate that reflects likely decisions on 
interest rates, expects the five rate hikes to take place between the March and November 
monthly meetings of the Federal Reserve's policy-making Federal Open Market Committee. The 
central bank will meet seven times altogether this year, with a final meeting in mid-December. 
"The US jobs report has the market now pricing in a greater than 50% chance that the Fed will 
hike five times in 2022," economist Greg Michalowski said in a post on the ForexLive financial 
media platform. “Expectations for March and May hike are now at 100%. There is an 82% 
chance of a June hike and a 56% chance of a July and November hike."
The quantum for each hike remains at 25 basis points, or a quarter percentage point. Interest 
rates are currently at between zero and 0.25%, and the five hikes could bring them to a range of 
1.25-1.50% although some hikes could be more than 25 basis points, depending on the 
performance of the labor market, the economy and, ultimately, inflation.
After staggering unemployment triggered by the outbreak of the novel coronavirus in 2020, the 
labor market has picked up dynamically, showing a jobless rate of just 4% in the January 
non-farm payrolls report released on Friday — versus a record high of 14.8% in April 2020.
The January jobs report showed an addition of 467,000 jobs versus economists’ expectations 
for a growth of just 125,000, although the jobless rate went up fractionally from December’s 
3.9%. An unemployment rate of 4% or lower is considered as "maximum employment" by the 
Federal Reserve, which has a dual mandate of growing jobs and keeping inflation under control 
through interest rate controls.
The Federal Reserve slashed interest rates to almost zero after the outbreak of the COVID-19 
crisis in March 2020, and has kept them there since to aid recovery. The central bank also 
provided stimulus of more than $2 trillion over the past 20 months to sustain credit markets. On 
top of that, the federal government spent trillions of dollars more on pandemic relief measures, 
while employers paid out higher wages to working Americans.
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All that money, along with supply chain bottlenecks arising from the pandemic, has created 
soaring inflation as the economy grew 5.7% last year from a 3.5% contraction in 2020. The US 
Consumer Price Index, a key barometer for inflation, jumped 7% in the year to December, 
growing at its fastest since 1982. The Fed’s own tolerance for inflation is a mere 2% a year.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Lags Behind China on Hypersonic Wsapons Development, Tests, Resources - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The United States is stalled behind China in hypersonic 
weapons development, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin told more than 24 CEOs of the 
country’s biggest defense contractors and several of them responded that a shortage of wind 
tunnels to conduct tests was a major bottleneck in the program, CNN said on Friday.
The defense industry chiefs present told Austin at the meeting on Thursday that China had 
around 12 wind tunnels to conduct hypersonic testing and were already at work constructing 
additional ones at a rate of one every six months, the report said.
US Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen Hicks chaired the meeting, which was attended by 
top executives from Lockheed Martin, Raytheon Technologies, Northrop Grumman, Boeing, 
Leidos, Aerojet Rocketdyne, BAE Systems, LSHarris and other major US contractors, according 
to the report.
The US program was also hamstrung by a fear of failure in making technological advances in 
both the government and armed forces and in private industry, the report said. The Fiscal Year 
2022 (FY22) budget includes $3.8 billion for hypersonic research, up from $3.2 billion in Fiscal 
Year 202, the report added.
However, in October 2021, a hypersonic glide body test failed due to a rocket engine failure and 
in April 2021, a hypersonic missile failed to separate from a B-52H bomber in a test at Edwards 
Air Force Base in California, the CNN report noted.
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Biden Praises US House Passing China Competition Bill, Says Ready to Sign It - Statement 
WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden on Friday issued a statement in 
which he praises the passing of a new US legislation to enable the United States to compete 
with China in the area of semiconductors manufacturing and research.
“The House took a critical vote today for stronger supply chains and lower prices, for more 
manufacturing - and good manufacturing jobs - right here in America, and for outcompeting 
China and the rest of the world in the 21st century,” the statement said.
Biden called upon the Republicans in the House of Representatives to support the bill if they are 
serious about their commitment to compete with China. The US president added that he is 
looking forward to seeing the bill on his desk for signature after it will be passed in the Senate.
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Earlier on Friday, the House of Representatives passed the measure with a 222-210 vote, 
sending it to the Senate for consideration.
The House legislation, named the America COMPETES Act of 2022, would seek to ease supply 
chain bottlenecks on items like semiconductors and bring back manufacturing jobs to the United 
States.
The bill would also create a $52 billion semiconductor chip fund to incentivize private-sector 
investments that help address supply chain disruptions and produce more semiconductors 
domestically.
The legislation would similarly authorize $45 billion to improve US supply chains and prevent 
shortages of critical goods by ensuring more critical goods are made in the country.
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Biden Administration Welcomes Tough Questions, Scrutiny Amid Media Criticism - White House

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration welcomes tough questions and 
scrutiny from reporters on issues including the validity of US intelligence assessments on 
Russia, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Friday.
State Department spokesperson Ned Price argued abruptly for several minutes with AP 
reporter Matt Lee during a press briefing on Thursday after Lee inquired about evidence to 
support US intelligence assessments alleging Russia is preparing to stage a false flag event in 
Ukraine as a pretext for an invasion.
"We welcome tough questions and good-faith scrutiny,” Psaki said during a press briefing when 
asked about Thursday's interaction between Price and Lee.
Clips of the incident went viral on social media on Thursday, sparking a public response from 
Price.
"The renowned [Matt Lee] and I have had our fair share of sparring sessions, and I have the 
scars to prove it. Clearly, he's no one's dupe, and I’d never want to suggest otherwise. Nothing 
but respect for him, which I underscored in a call to him after the briefing,” Price said via Twitter. 
Psaki said the Biden administration respects and values the role of the press and will do 
everything they can to provide as many details as possible about US actions and assessments.
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Biden, Scholz to Discuss Diplomacy Around Ukraine, Affirm Deep Ties at Talks - White House

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - US President Biden and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
will discuss efforts concerning the Russia-Ukraine crisis and reaffirm strong bilateral ties during 
their meeting in Washington next week, White House press secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday.
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Biden will host Scholz at the White House on Monday. On February 15, the German chancellor 
will visit Russia.
"They [Biden, Scholz] will affirm deep and enduring ties between the United States and 
Germany and discuss their shared commitment to ongoing diplomacy and joint efforts to deter 
further Russian aggression against Ukraine,” Psaki told a briefing. "They will also discuss our 
close cooperation on everything from the COVID-19 pandemic to addressing the threat of 
climate change and promoting international security based on our shared democratic values.” 
Psaki added that there will be joint press availability following the bilateral meeting.
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US Senate Proposes Renaming Taipei Office as Taiwan Representative Office

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - A group of US senators and congressmen have 
introduced a bill proposing to rename the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office 
which is located in the US as Taiwan Representative Office.
"US Senators Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Bob Menendez (D-NJ) introduced the Taiwan 
Representative Office Act (S. 3573), a bipartisan and bicameral bill that would direct the US 
Secretary of State to enter into negotiations to rename the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Representative Office (TECRO) in \Afeshington, DC the Taiwan Representative Office,' which 
better reflects its status as Taiwan’s de facto diplomatic mission to the United States," the 
statement said.
According to Rubio, Taiwan is an indispensable partner of the US and "an exemplary beacon of 
democracy in the Indo-Pacific region."
"I can think of no better way to recognize Taiwan’s contributions to global stability than by 
renaming their office in Washington, D.C., the seat of American democracy, to better reflect its 
actual purpose. The US must make clear that, despite all efforts by the Chinese Communist 
Party to intimidate and coerce Taiwan, hostile powers have no right to claim sovereignty over 
democratic countries," Rubio said.
Taiwan has been governed independently from mainland China since 1949. Beijing views the 
island as its province, while Taiwan, which is a territory with its own democratically-elected 
government, maintains that it is an autonomous country but stops short of declaring 
independence.
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White House on Putin-Xi Meeting: Biden Has His Own Relationship With China

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden is of the opinion that the United 
States has its own relationship with China, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Friday
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when asked how Biden the relations between Moscow and Beijing through the lens of his 
broader foreign policy goals.
"The President views it as we have our own relationship with China,” Psaki said.
Earlier on Friday, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese Leader Xi Jinping met in 
Beijing. The two leaders signed a joint declaration on outcomes. Both leaders said they 
opposed a further enlargement of NATO and called on the alliance to abandon what they said 
were its ideologized cold war approaches.
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US Probe Says 2021 Kabul Airport Bombing Was Single Blast, No Gun Shots Fired

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Pentagon investigation into the Islamic 
State-Khorasan's (terrorist group, banned in Russia) suicide bombing at the Kabul airport last 
August found that the attack was a single blast and no one was killed by gunfire from US or 
Afghan troops, Central Command (CENTCOM) Commander Gen. Kenneth McKenzie said on 
Friday.
"The investigation found that a single explosive device killed at least 170 Afghan civilians and 13 
US service members by explosively direction ball bearings through a packed crowd and into our 
men and women at Abbey Gate," McKenzie said during a press briefing. "The investigation 
found no definitive proof that anyone was ever hit or killed by gunfire, either US or Afghan."
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US Says in Touch With Allies About Boosting Energy Supplies to Europe Amid Ukraine Crisis

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The United States has been in contact with its allies on 
ways to increase energy supplies to Europe amid Russia-Ukraine tensions, White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday.
"I think you are asking as it relates to potential invasion, that is something we’ve been very 
mindful of and in touch with our European partners and also suppliers about what can be done 
and how we can ensure or take steps to increase capacity out there to meet those needs should 
they raise," Psaki told a press briefing.
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UN Chief to Hold Meeting With Chinese Leadership in Beijing Saturday - Spokesperson
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UNITED NATIONS, February 4 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will meet 
with the Chinese leadership in Beijing on Saturday during a lunch hosted by President Xi 
Jinping on the sidelines of the 2022 Winter Olympic Games, UN Associate Spokesperson Eri 
Kaneko said on Friday.
"Tomorrow, he [Guterres] will attend the heads of state lunch hosted by President Xi Jinping. 
And he's also expected to meet with Chinese authorities as well as other leaders who are 
attending the Games," Kaneko said in a press briefing.
Guterres arrived in Beijing on Thursday to participate in the opening ceremony of the Wnter 
Olympic Games that will be held from February 4-20.
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Russian Telecom Operators, Platforms Experiencing Major Network Disruptions - Downdetector

MOSCOW, February 4 (Sputnik) - The Russian internet and telecommunication services, 
including those provided by Rostelecom and Telegram, have experienced significant network 
disruptions on Friday at around 7:00 p.m. Moscow time, according to data from internet monitor 
Downdetector.
The internet and telecommunications services, including Rostelecom, MTS, Telegram and VK 
experienced significant network disruptions, Downdetector reports show.
The disruptions come after US media reported earlier on Friday about a cyberattack against a 
number of outlets linked to Rupert Murdoch’s New Corp in late January. A probe into the 
incident alleges Chinese involvement in the cyberattack that impacted sites, including the Wall 
Street Journal and the New York Post.
US and NATO officials have also raised the issue of cybersecurity and online operations amid 
the ongoing situation between Russia and Ukraine.
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg alleged earlier on Friday that Russia has already 
engaged in cyberattacks against Ukraine and affirmed the the alliance's commitment to its own 
as well as to Ikraine's cybersecurity.
Stoltenbeerg also said that NATO recognizes the importance of protecting their networks and 
has made cyber an independent operational domain of the alliance.
Russia has repeatedly denied the US and NATO allegations, saying it dies not plan to attack 
any country, including Ukraine. Moscow has pointed out that it is NATO's activities that pose a 
national security threat to Russia

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Russia Sees Trucker Protests as Canada's Internal Affair, Does Not Want to Be Drawn in
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WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - Russia considers trucker protests against COVID-19 
restrictions to be Canada’s internal affair, and opposes attempts by some media to link it to 
"Russian actors," Ambassador in Ottawa Oleg Stepanov told Sputnik on Friday.
"The embassy, of course, sees what is happening as an exclusively internal affair of Canada," 
Stepanov said. "Our main concern is to ensure that Russia is not drawn into the story, that the 
consequences of the truck blockade do not interfere with the embassy and consulates general, 
that no incidents with our citizens take place during the protests. For safety reasons, we 
recommend them to avoid places where truckers are on strike."
On January 29, thousands of truckers and hundreds of other demonstrators gathered in Ottawa 
in protest of vaccine mandates for truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protestors 
believe the restrictions to be unconstitutional.
The protests were generally peaceful. However, the police launched several criminal 
investigations into a series of incidents, including people jumping on the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier and desecration of the statue of Canadian athlete and cancer research activist Terry 
Fox. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and his family were moved to a different location from their 
home in the capital city, according to Canadian media reports.
CBC host Nil Koksal, during an interview with Canadian Minister of Public Safety Marco 
Mendicino, suggested that "Russian actors" could be behind the protests. The journalist referred 
to tension between Moscow and Kiev, Canada's ally.
"According to our observations, indeed, there has been an attempt to find a 'Russian trace.' But 
so far it hasn't developed," Stepanov said. "Now CBC is concerned that the money to support 
truckers could come from the United States from Donald Trump supporters ... In addition, 
famous entrepreneur Elon Mask, who has spoken in support of the protesters, got into hot 
water."
Police in the Canadian provinces of Quebec and Ontario said on Friday they are gearing up for 
a second trucker-led protest against COVI D-19 restrictions during the weekend, preparing to 
maintain public order and ensure unimpeded access to hospitals.
The police warned of road closures and stressed that those attempting to disrupt hospital or 
emergency operations would be held liable.
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US House of Representatives Passes China Competition Bill 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3-10)
WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The US House of Representatives on Friday approved 
legislation to increase the United States' competitiveness with respect to China in the economic 
and national security domains.
The House of Representatives passed the measure with a 222-210 vote, sending it to the 
Senate for consideration.
Last June, the Senate passed its own version of a bill to counter China's influence - the United 
States Innovation and Competition Act of 2021 - but it is not identical to the bill passed by the
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House of Representatives. The two chambers are expected to convene to consider reconciling 
both bills in order to get a bill to President Joe Biden's desk for signature.
The House legislation, named the America COMPETES Act of 2022, would seek to ease supply 
chain bottlenecks on items like semiconductors and bring back manufacturing jobs to the United 
States.
The bill would also create a $52 billion semiconductor chip fund to incentivize private-sector 
investments that help address supply chain disruptions and produce more semiconductors 
domestically.
The legislation would similarly authorize $45 billion to improve US supply chains and prevent 
shortages of critical goods by ensuring more critical goods are made in the country.
With respect to matters pertaining to national security, the House bill would direct the Biden and 
subsequent administrations to submit a six-month review identifying areas of potential dialogue 
between the Chinese and US governments on ballistic, hypersonic glide, cruise missiles, 
conventional forces, nuclear, space and cyberspace issues.
In addition, the legislation would direct the US administration to develop a concrete plan to 
engage in arms control talks with China, and alternative plans to address arms control concerns 
with China should efforts to enter negotiations with Beijing fail.
Moreover, the legislation would invite Chinese government officials, including officials from each 
of the UN Security Council member states, to observe a US-Russian New START Treaty on-site 
inspection to demonstrate the security benefits of transparency into strategic nuclear forces.
To address China's presence in the Arctic, the bill would call on states in the region to reach an 
agreement to maintain peace and stability in the Arctic region and counter China's Polar Silk 
Road initiative, among other initiatives.
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NATO Chief Says Alliance Helping Ukraine Bolster Cyber Defenses Against Russia

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - NATO is helping Ukraine bolster its cybersecurity to deal 
with the possibility of Russian cyberattacks during an invasion, Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg said on Friday.
"[Cybersecurity is] a very important part of our concerns about the situation that Ukraine is 
facing, and it’s very hard to imagine any kind of aggression without a significant cyber 
dimension. \Afe’ve already seen cyberattacks against Ukraine, and that’s also the reason why 
NATO allies have stepped up our support to help Ukraine to strengthen their cyber networks to 
help them to deal with the threat coming from Russia," Stoltenberg said in an interview with 
MSNBC.
However, NATO-member Hungary recently blocked Ukraine’s accession to the alliance’s 
Cooperative Cyber Defense Center of Excellence, according to a report from Ukrainian news 
website European Pravda.
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Tensions between Ukraine and Hungary arose due to the Ukrainian law on education, which 
entered into force in 2017, significantly reducing the possibility of education in the languages of 
national minorities, including in Hungarian.
Stoltenberg said that NATO recognizes the importance of protecting their networks and has 
made cyber an independent operational domain of the alliance.
NATO shares best practices and information in order to ensure protection of networks during a 
possible cyberattack, Stoltenberg added.
The situation regarding Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after the United 
States and its NATO allies accused Russia of a troop build-up near the border with Ukraine and 
of allegedly preparing an invasion.
Russia has repeatedly denied the accusations, saying it does not plan to attack any country, 
including Ukraine, but reserves the right to move troops within its sovereign territory. Russia has 
also pointed to NATO's military activities near Russia’s borders and warned the alliance’s plans 
to expand further eastward are a threat to its national security.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US House of Representatives Passes China Competition Bill

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - The House of Representatives on Friday approved 
legislation to increase the United States' competitiveness with China in the economic and 
national security domains.
The House passed the measure with a 222-210 vote, sending it to the Senate for consideration.
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Rupert Murdoch's News Corp Hit by Cyberattack, Suspects China - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - A number of media outlets part of Rupert Murdoch's 
News Corp were hit by a cyberattack in late January, with a probe alleging China’s possible 
involvement, The Wall Street Journal reported on Friday.
The attack was reportedly detected on January 20 and affected an array of publications and 
business units, including The \Na\\ Street Journal, the New York Post, the UK news operation of 
the holding, and the News Corp headquarters, according to an email sent by the company to its 
staff earlier in the day.
Unknown hackers targeted the emails and documents of some employees, including journalists. 
News Corp hired cybersecurity firm Mandiant Inc. to help with an investigation, the report said. 
"Mandiant assesses that those behind this activity have a China nexus, and we believe they are 
likely involved in espionage activities to collect intelligence to benefit China’s interests," David 
Wbng, vice president of incident response at Mandiant, said, as quoted by the newspaper.
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News Corp believes the threat activity has been contained, the report said.
The United States has repeatedly accused China of targeting US companies and government 
bodies. On Tuesday, FBI Director Christopher Wray said that China poses the greatest threat to 
the United States in the field of economic security and innovation, stealing "terabytes" of data 
from "hundreds" of American companies. He added that there are more than 2,000 
investigations focusing on Chinese government attempts to steal US intellectual property.
Beijing has repeatedly denied cyber attack allegations.
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High Inflation, Weak Demand ‘Major Problems’ for Global Economy in 2022 - IMF

WASHINGTON, February 4 (Sputnik) - High inflation, weak demand and the coronavirus 
pandemic are the three major obstacles for the global economy this year, International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said on Friday.
“First, COVID-19 is still with us. Second, inflation has become a bigger economic and social 
concern in quite a number of countries, Three, demand is bad enough,’’ Georgieva said during a 
virtual conversation on the problems the global economy is facing in 2022.
Georgieva pointed out that the economy is revealing a "mixed bag” of indicators at the 
beginning of the year.
However, Georgieva warned that as the economic recovery continues, the momentum to speed 
up the process appears to have been lost. Consequently, the IMF had to downgrade its 
projections for global growth, she said.
Georgieva also said every country is now facing specific conditions on the road to economic 
recovery to which they must tailor their policies.
"In other words, [they are facing anj asymmetry in problems and in the ability to tackle these 
problems," Georgieva added.
In January, the IMF has revised downward its earlier forecast for global GDP growth in 2022 
from 4.9% to 4.4% due to economic and social disruptions caused by the draconian coronavirus 
pandemic measures.
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