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Don’t Look Up! Distantly-Orbiting ‘Megacomet’ Confirmed at Massive 85 Miles Across 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

A suspected massive comet discovered years ago on the fringes of our solar system has finally 
been confirmed to be one of the largest comets ever spotted. Don’t worry, though: it isn’t coming 
anywhere near Earth.
Comet 2014 UN271/(Bernardinelli-Bernstein) was first spotted eight years ago by two scientists, 
Pedro Bernardinelli and Gary Bernstein, who were looking through Dark Energy Survey photos 
taken by the Dark Energy Camera at the Cerro Tololo Inter-American Observatory (CTIO) in 
Chile. It was spotted at roughly the same distance from the Sun as Neptune’s orbit, the furthest 
a comet has ever been discovered, and its size was estimated at between 60 and 230 miles 
wide.
Comets are icy objects that orbit the Sun at typically highly elongated orbits, zipping in close to 
the Sun and showing off their characteristic bright tails before being flung to the outer edges of 
the solar system, sometimes for thousands of years. However, Bernardinelli-Bernstein never 
comes closer to the Sun than Saturn’s orbit, which is 9.5 times the distance from the Sun to 
Earth.
So don’t worry, it won’t ever be anywhere near us - but it will never be visible to the naked eye, 
either, or produce a beautiful tail.
Its distance has also made it difficult to study, which is why Dr. Emmanuel Lellouch of the Paris 
Observatory only confirmed the comet’s size last week, clocking it at 137 kilometers (85 miles) 

across.
While it’s not the biggest comet ever found - that honor goes to 2060 Chiron, another 
distantly-orbiting comet that’s 120 miles wide and never gets closer than Uranus’ orbit - comet 
Bernardinelli-Bernstein is among the biggest, as most tend to be just a few hundred feet to a 
few miles across. However, Bernardinelli-Bernstein is the largest object ever discovered from 
the Oort Cloud, an extremely distant group of trillions of rocks and comets caught in the outer 
reaches of the Sun’s gravity.
Some have described the comet as planet-sized, but compared to all but the smallest planetoids 
and moons in the Solar System, Bernardinelli-Bernstein is tiny. The dwarf planet Ceres, the 
largest object in the Asteroid Belt, is 583 miles across, and Charon, the moon of the distant 
dwarf planet Pluto, is 753 miles wide. Sedna, a small dwarf planet wandering the Kuiper Belt 
beyond Neptune, is about 600 miles wide.
That said, Bernardinelli-Bernstein is about 10 times the size of the Chicxulub comet that caused 
the extinction of the dinosaurs when it struck Earth around 65 million years ago.
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IDF Claims Damascus Airstrikes in Response to Anti-Air Missile Fired Toward Israel 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

A Sputnik correspondent in Damascus, Syria, reported explosions over the city early on 
Wednesday morning. According to Syrian state media, air defense systems were engaging 
incoming projectiles.
Air defenses were reported engaging hostile targets over the Syrian capital early on Wednesday 
morning, most likely Israeli airstrikes. At the same time, Red Color rocket sirens began sounding 
in northern Israel, reportedly caused by Syrian anti-air missile launches across the border.
Syrian state television said they had shot down a number of the "Israeli aggression's missiles," 
but gave no number.
According to the Israel Defense Force (IDF), the Israeli jets targeted Syrian missile batteries and 
radar after an anti-aircraft missile was fired toward Israel.
Video posted on social media showed some of the shootdowns.
The Red Sirens sounded in the vicinity of Umm al-Fahm, just north of the West Bank border, 
and a short time later, power outages were reported and a column of smoke was seen rising 
into the air.
Israel aircraft were also reported over Lebanon.
An explosion was reported over the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, which the IDF said was a 
Syrian missile that exploded in mid-air.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

‘Dust Defense’: US Academics Pitch ‘21st Century Flak’ to Counter Hypersonic Weapons 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

As the US falls further behind Russia and China in developing hypersonic weapons, it has 
begun looking for new ways to counter the notoriously evasive projectiles. One idea pitched at a 
recent Washington think tank involves tainting the air ahead of a hypersonic weapon in the 
hopes of disrupting its functioning.
Academics at the Washington, DC-based policy think tanks Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS) suggested in a Monday seminar that the US could use particles 
designed to hang in the air as a “dust defense” against hypersonic missiles. They also 
suggested microwaves and other ways of interfering with the missiles’ functioning, which might 
make them malfunction and become easier to shoot down.
“At hypersonic velocities, missile impacts against atmospheric dust, rain, and other particles can 
deposit bullet-like kinetic energies, triggering unpredictable aerodynamic, thermal, and structural
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disruptions,” they wrote in the report, noting the conclusion was based on incidents previously 
encountered by high-speed reentry vehicles.
According to academics, hypersonic weapons are actually more suited than other kinds of 
missiles to being countered by the “dust defense.”
“[T]he defender might dispense engineered particles across a broader airspace early in a 
hypersonic missile’s trajectory, allowing damage to compound over time,” they wrote. “The 
principle would be to temporarily saturate the domain in which hypersonic flight can take place. 
Engineered with a sufficiently wide dispersal pattern, such an effector could operate with simpler 
guidance and agility requirements than blast-fragmentation weapons.”
“Metallic, pyrotechnic, or other purpose-designed particles could dwell for tens of minutes in the 
upper atmosphere, relaxing timing requirements for hypersonic engagements,” they 
hypothesized. “Such effects would be temporary, but much of the concern about hypersonic 
missile attack relates to a short, highly concentrated, and structured attack. Given the higher 
speeds earlier in the flight of a hypersonic glider, a ‘wall of dust’ would be more effective earlier 
rather than later in its flight.”

The authors compared the defense to flak, a mid-20th century means of air defense in which 
specially designed artillery shells were set to explode at certain altitudes, raining enemy aircraft 
with clouds of shrapnel in an attempt to damage the aircraft or maim their crews. Raging air 
battles could see the sky thick with flak clouds.
The CSIS academics also suggested that high-powered microwave (HPM) weapons, a type of 
directed energy that is less vulnerable to weather changes than lasers, could be used to “fry the 
sky” ahead of an anticipated hypersonic weapon’s path, which would damage the missile’s 
circuitry, making it malfunction in ways that might cause it to crash or make it easier for more 
conventional interceptors to bring it down.
The further postulate that many of these weapons could be used in tandem to create a “layered 
defense,” with the same missile carrying particulate and microwave defenses, as well as a 
kinetic kill mechanism.
Hypersonic weapons, which fly at lower altitudes than ballistic missiles and much faster speeds 
than other missiles, are extremely hard to intercept. Not only are they hard to spot and very fast, 
but they can maneuver unpredictably at the same time.
In fact, that’s why Russia pioneered the weapons: when the US unilaterally pulled out of the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty in 2002 and began pursuing a bevy of new interceptors, 
Moscow feared the nuclear strategic balance would shift in Washington’s favor, and the US 
would become capable of executing a nuclear first strike. The US’ elaborate ballistic missile 
detection and interception networks are almost useless against hypersonics.
Today, the US still has no deployable hypersonic weapon, although several are in various 
stages of development. Russia, however, has three hypersonic weapons, two of which are 
already deployed: the Avangard glide vehicle, fired by a powerful intercontinental ballistic missile 
rocket, and the Kinzhal cruise missile. The Zircon anti-ship missile is presently in its final stages 
of testing. China has also developed multiple kinds of hypersonic weapons, and the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) claims to have carried out several hypersonic weapons 
tests in recent months.
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Last week, US Vice Admiral Jon Hill admitted that the US Navy’s RIM-174 missile, also called 
the Standard Missile-6 (SM-6), is the only weapon in the US arsenal capable of potentially 
downing a hypersonic weapon. The missile has also been sold to South Korea and Australia. 
Russia has boasted that its new S-500 air defense system is capable of shooting down 
hypersonic weapons, as well.
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Mali’s PM Accuses France of ‘De Facto Partition’; Says Operation Barkhane Helped Terrorists 
Regroup
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Malian Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla Maiga has renewed his accusation that the French 
intervention in his country helped terrorist groups in the north to regroup, further deepening the 
row between Mali and its former colonial ruler.
Speaking to a group of diplomats in Bamako on Monday, Maiga doubled down on past 
accusations that the French intervention in Mali had caused more problems than it solved. 
However, he stopped short of demanding that Task Force Takuba, its latest iteration, depart 
from Mali.
"The intervention turned into a de-facto partition of Mali, which contributed to the sanctuarisation 
of our territories for the terrorists who had time to take refuge and reorganise themselves in 
order to come back in force," Maiga said.
"When the French judged that [the US presence] was no longer necessary, they told the 
Americans to go. Did the Americans start insulting the French?" Maiga asked, comparing the 
situation in Mali to that in France at the end of World War II.
"We cannot be turned into vassals," he added. "You cannot enslave the country. That is over." 
The French intervention in Mali in 2013 was ultimately a consequence of the 2011 destruction of 
Libya by NATO. When Muammar Gaddafi’s government was overthrown by NATO-backed 
rebels, the power vacuum saw myriad rebel groups arise, including many who pledged their 
loyalty to *Daesh and *al-Qaeda. These groups proliferated in the Sahara region, spreading into 
neighboring Algeria, Niger and Mali, among other states. Some sympathetic groups among the 
Tuareg people in northern Mali declared an independent state of Azawagh.
As the war effort against the Tuareg rebels worsened, Malian soldiers blamed their inept civilian 
government and overthrew President Amadou Toumani Toure in 2012. However, the chaos of 
the coup only aided Tuareg expansion, and they soon controlled nearly half the country. Toure’s 
government appealed for international assistance, and France’s Operation Serval began in early 
2013.
The following year, Serval expanded into the larger Operation Barkhane, which spanned across 
five Sahelian nations and was based in N'Djamena, Chad. In the seven years that followed, 
Barkhane developed a reputation similar to the US War on Terror as a kind of drone 
strike-driven “forever war” that had failed to destroy any of the terrorist groups it claimed to be 
fighting, but succeeded at killing numerous civilians.
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A second military coup in August 2020, provoked by weeks of mass protests against the 
government of President Ibrahim Boubacar Ke'i'ta, created a provisional government with shared 
military-civilian power that set a target for new elections in February 2022. The third coup in May 
2021 saw France refuse further cooperation with Bamako, and French President Emmanuel 
Macron soon announced the end of Operation Barkhane entirely, to be replaced with a smaller 
Task Force Takuba that would focus on the tri-state region between Mali, Niger and Burkina 
Faso.
Since then, the rift between Bamako and Paris has only deepened, especially after news broke 
that the government of Interim President Assimi Goita had begun looking for other partners to fill 
the gap left by the French departure, including Russia - a notion that enjoys some popular 
support in Mali.
Speaking to RIA Novosti in October 2021, Maiga accused Paris of creating an enclave where 
the terrorist groups could regroup.
"Those terrorists who are present in Mali came from Libya. And who destroyed the state of 
Libya? France, with its allies. When the Malian state went to cooperate with France on 
intervention in Mali to combat terrorism, we asked for help with intelligence and air support. No 
one talked about sending the military to the territory. France respected this agreement in Kona, 
Gao, Timbuktu. When they approached Kidal, they forbade the Malian military to enter there," 
he said.
“Mali does not have access to Kidal, it is an enclave controlled by France. They have armed 
groups that were trained by French officers. And we have evidence of this,” Maiga continued. 
“We have an expression that if you are looking for a needle in your room, but whoever is 
involved in the search for this needle is on it, then you will never find it. This is the situation that 
is currently in Mali and which we do not understand and do not want to put up with.”
Western governments have claimed that PMC Wagner is operating in Mali, which Bamako has 
denied. They have also accused PMC Wagner of being an arm of the Kremlin, which the 
Kremlin has denied. However, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov did confirm last 
September that the two governments had discussed sending military advisers, but that nothing 
had come of those talks.
When Macron traveled to Moscow on Monday, the Russian president reiterated that point, 
saying that Mali has the right to contract with any private company it wishes, but that his 
government has no connection to it.
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Atlanta Fed Chief Expects US Inflation at 3% This Year After Rate Hikes

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US inflation is expected to drop to 3% this year, nearly 
halving from 2021, after interest rate increases by the Federal Reserve which could have as 
many as four hikes of a quarter-percentage point each depending on the strength of the 
economy, Atlanta Fed President Raphael Bostic said Wednesday.
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"For the year, I anticipate 3% PCE inflation," Bostic said in a live-streamed interview on the 
CNBC network, referring to the Personal Consumption Expenditure index which grew 5.8% in 
December. "In terms of hikes for the interest rates, right now I have three forecast for this year. 
I’m leaning a little towards four, but we’re going to have to see how the economy responds as 
we take our first steps through the first part of this year."
Bostic said he preferred that each hike be no more than 25 basis points, or a 
quarter-percentage point, although the strength of the economy and resultant inflationary 
pressure might tip the Fed’s hand into a 50-basis point or half-percentage point hike at some 
point.
"This economy has rebounded far stronger and far more robustly than most people have 
forecast throughout," the Atlanta Fed chief said. "My forecast still has us growing pretty 
significantly and comfortably through the rest of this year and well into 2023."
Money market traders expect the Fed to hike rates as many as five times this year between its 
March and November policy meetings. The policy-making Federal Open Market Committee of 
the central bank will meet seven times altogether this year, with a final meeting in 
mid-December.
Bank of America recently forecast seven hikes as the Fed fights inflation running at its highest 
level in nearly 40 years.
The Fed slashed rates to almost zero after the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic in March 
2020, and kept them there to aid recovery. The central bank also provided stimulus of more than 
$2 trillion over the past 20 months to ensure enough money to sustain credit markets. On top of 
that, the federal government spent trillions of dollars more on pandemic relief measures, while 
employers paid out higher wages to working Americans.
All that money, along with supply chain bottlenecks arising from the pandemic, has created 
soaring inflation as the economy grew 5.7% last year after a 3.5% contraction in 2020. The PCE 
index’s annual growth of 5.8% for December was the highest since 1983. The US Consumer 
Price Index, a key barometer for inflation, jumped 7% in the year to December, growing at its 
fastest since 1982. The Fed's own tolerance for inflation is a mere 2% a year.
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Sullivan, Nigerian Officials Discuss Recent Coups in West Africa - White House

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan discussed 
with Nigerian officials a wave of coups that recently ripped through \Afest Africa as well as efforts 
to restore constitutional order, spokeswoman Emily Horne said on Wednesday.
Sullivan met with Nigerian Presidential Chief of Staff Ibrahim Gambari and Nigerian National 
Security Advisor Babagana Monguno at the White House on Tuesday.
"The leaders discussed shared concerns about democratic backsliding and political instability in 
\Afest Africa and the importance of ongoing efforts by the Economic Community of West African 
States to reverse military seizures of power and restore constitutional order in Burkina Faso, 
Guinea, and Mali," Horne said.
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During the meeting, Sullivan also conveyed Washington's support for Nigeria’s preparations to 
hold elections in 2023.
"Mr. Sullivan affirmed the Administration's commitment to collaborate with Nigeria to tackle 
shared global challenges, including ending the COVID-19 pandemic, building a more inclusive 
global economy, and combatting the climate crisis," Horne added.
A number of African countries have seen military coups in the past few months including Mali, 
Sudan and, most recently, Burkina Faso.
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US Believes It Has Until Late February to Salvage Iran Nuclear Deal - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration believes it has until the end of 
February to resuscitate the Iran nuclear deal, otherwise it will launch "aggressive efforts" to stop 
Tehran from acquiring nuclear weapons, CNN reported on Wednesday, citing American officials. 
Negotiations to restore the deal on the Iranian nuclear program resumed in Vienna on Tuesday. 
"This session is the critical one... We are genuinely in the very final stretch," one official said 
referring to the talks.
Another official added that "nothing with Iran is ever a straight line, but we are getting to a 
decisive moment."
The signatories to the original nuclear accord were the United States, Iran, China, France, 
Russia, the United Kingdom, Germany, and the European Union. It required Tehran to scale 
back its nuclear program and drastically reduce its uranium reserves in exchange for sanctions 
relief, including the lifting of an arms embargo five years after the deal was made.
In May 2018, the Trump administration left the deal and reimposed sanctions on Iran, which in 
response abandoned its commitments under the agreement.
Since April 2021, Vienna has been hosting talks to restore the deal.
2/9/2022 8:52:42 AM -05:00
Biden OKs Plan for Troops in Poland to Help Americans Flee Ukraine If \Afer Starts - Reports 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The White House has approved a Pentagon plan for US 
troops in Poland to help Americans flee Ukraine if the situation escalates, The Wall Street 
Journal reported on Wednesday, citing US officials.
Some of the 1,700 troops from the 82nd Airborne Corps being deployed to Poland will begin 
setting up checkpoints and tent camps near the border with Ukraine in coming days to host 
potential evacuees.
The US forces will only provide logistics support to help coordinate the evacuation of Americans 
from Poland, after they arrive there from Ukraine, "likely by land and without U.S. military 
support," the report said.
About 30,000 Americans are said to be currently in Ukraine.
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RPT - US Funding of Semiconductor Industry Good Start, Needs Strategic Investment - Firm

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik), Ekaterina Chukaeva - A boost in funding of the 
semiconductor industry by the US administration in an effort to beat Chinese dominance is a 
good start, but needs to be invested in strategically, John Costello, VP of government affairs for 
Microchip Technology, told Sputnik.
Last week, the US House of Representatives approved legislation to increase American 
competitiveness with respect to China in the economic and national security domains. The 
House legislation, named the America COMPETES Act of 2022, would seek to ease supply 
chain bottlenecks on items like semiconductors and bring back manufacturing jobs to the United 
States.
"The funding is a good start, but it needs to be invested in strategically with a sustainable private 
industry model based on addressing the true shortages facing us, primarily in what we call 
'state-of-the-practice' semiconductor manufacturing for products that don’t necessarily use the 
newest technology," Costello said.
Microchip Technology, an Arizona-based group which has been producing semiconductors in 
the US for over 30 years, is one of the companies the Biden administration hopes will develop 
the industry to compete with China.
Costello added that there is already ample private funding for what we call "state-of-the-art" 
semiconductor manufacturing, but manufacturing incentives need to be worthwhile.
"The current semi shortage is 99% state of the practice, not cutting edge. As for state-of-the 
practice, it is more cost-effective to expand existing capabilities than to build from the ground 
up," he added.
Costello believes US chances in the semiconductor industry to be considerable.
"The U.S. is already a proven leader in semiconductor design innovation and now needs to 
focus on semiconductor manufacturing capabilities," he explained, adding that the US should be 
able to keep pace with China on the issue.
Private industry can always drive development when provided a growth environment by the 
government, he added.
Speaking of collaboration with Europe, Costello believes that the US can work together with 
European colleagues. The European Commission is planning soon to propose a bill for the 
regulation of microchips. With European Chips Act, the Commission aims to advance the bloc's 
technological capacity by boosting research, production and international cooperation.
"However strategic competition needs to be addressed to avoid conflict," he concluded.
The United States' China Competition Bill would create a $52 billion semiconductor chip fund to 
incentivize private-sector investments that help address supply chain disruptions and produce 
more semiconductors domestically. In addition, the legislation would authorize $45 billion to 
improve US supply chains and prevent shortages of critical goods by ensuring more critical 
goods are made in the country.
The COVID-19 pandemic caused a surge in disruptions to the supply chain in the 
semiconductors market, and the lack of semiconductor supplies caused production declines in 
the automotive industry for many carmakers, as well as electronics. Working and studying from 
home increased the sale of laptops and computers which also require chips to operate.
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RPT - Scholz Support for US Sanctions on Russia ‘Just Good Theater’ - Ex-EU Consultant

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - German Chancellor Olaf Scholz expressing support for 
US sanctions against Russia were just good theater because Berlin cannot afford a long conflict 
with Russia disrupting its energy supplies, former EU consultant Paolo von Schirach told 
Sputnik.
On Monday, Scholz at a joint press conference with President Joe Biden said Germany has 
worked intensively with the US on preparing sanctions to impose on Russia if there is military 
aggression toward Ukraine. Scholz was commenting on US claims that Russia is preparing to 
invade Ukraine, which Moscow has repeatedly denied as a fabrication to justify NATO’s military 
buildup in the region.
"The resolve and unity on display right after the Biden-Scholz Washington meeting looks mostly 
like good theater," Schirach, who is also President of the Global Policy Institute and Chair of 
Political Science and International Relations at Bay Atlantic University, said. "Biden and Scholz 
put up a good show at the White House. Everything was about unity and the firm determination 
to inflict crippling economic sanctions on Russia in case of any troop movements across the 
Ukrainian border."
Although Scholz during his visit to Washington never mentioned the sanctions in the context of 
Nord Stream 2, Biden at the same presser said the US would help Germany fill any shortfalls in 
gas supplies if the pipeline operation is affected by the crisis.
Schirach warned, however, that Germany cannot afford a protracted economic war with Russia. 
"Due to ill-advised green policies and other myopic energy choices such as the decision to shut 
down nuclear power plants, Germany is now more dependent than ever on energy imports from 
Russia," Schirach said.
By contrast, Russia was far better placed than Germany to ride out the short term costs of 
economic disruption triggered by US-led economic sanctions, Schirach said.
"Should it become the target of heavy economic sanctions, Russia, sitting now on a comfortable 
$ 620 billion cushion, will retaliate by cutting oil and gas supplies to Europe. At least for a while, 
Russia can afford the loss of oil and gas revenue coming from sales to Europe," he said.
Despite Biden’s statements to the contrary at Monday’s press conference, the United States and 
its allies were in no position to make up the loss of Russian natural gas to power German 
industry, Schirach explained.
"We all know that there are no immediately available alternatives to Russian oil and gas imports. 
Sure, more Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) can come for instance from Qatar and from the United 
States, now a major LNG exporter. But not in quantities that could make up for the loss of 
Russian gas," he said.
The former EU consultant also said he doubts the Nord Stream 2 pipeline will become a 
permanent casualty of this crisis.
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Moreover, Scholz’s new Social Democratic Party (SPD)-led, center-Left government needs to 
maintain good and stable relations with Moscow, he added.
"While Germany remained nominally a member of NATO, in practice, it has decided that 
keeping a low profile regarding the Ukrainian crisis and maintaining reasonably friendly relations 
with Russia serves its own interest," he said.
Scholz had already made clear he would limit practical German aid and support for Ukraine to 
symbolic and humanitarian moves only, Schirach recalled.
"As far as Ukraine is concerned, the donation of 5,000 helmets apparently looks to Berlin as an 
adequate solidarity gesture. After all, during an earlier phase of this crisis, President Barack 
Obama, who also had no appetite for any involvement in Ukraine, sent to Kyiv blankets, military 
rations, and - socks," he said.
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US Embassy V\ferns of Possible Strike Over Abu Dhabi Amid Reports of Gas Tank Explosion

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The US Mission in the United Arab Emirates issued an 
alert warning Americans in the country about reports of a possible new missile or drone attack 
that may have occurred in Abu Dhabi.
"There are reports of a possible missile or drone strike having occurred over Abu Dhabi, UAE 
today February 9, 2022," the Embassy said. "The Embassy advises US citizens to immediately 
follow the safety actions listed below and stay alert in case of additional future attacks."
US media reported that the alert may have been spurred by a gas tank that exploded in a fire in 
downtown Abu Dhabi. The Houthis have not immediately claimed any responsibility for an 
attack on the UAE, the report added.
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US House Passes Short-Term Spending Bill to Avert Government Shutdown 
(Adds details, background in paras 4-6)
WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The US House of Representatives passed a short-term 
spending bill to keep the US government open through March 11.
The House passed the measure on Tuesday with a 272-162 vote, sending it to the Senate for 
consideration.
The current US government spending legislation is set to expire on February 18.
Both sides have expressed a desire to halt the continuous stop-gap funding process in order to 
pass a broader package.
House Majority Leader Steny Hoyertold CNN he is optimistic that Democrats and Republicans 
are getting closer to striking a funding deal agreement to vote on the week of March 7.
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Last year, the US came close to a massive government shutdown until the last minute that was 
centered around a fight over whether or not to raise the debt ceiling. Congress in December 
voted to raise the federal government's $28.9 trillion debt limit by $2.5 trillion.
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Ottawa Police Arrest 23, Issue 1,300 Tickets During Freedom Convoy Stay - Statement

TORONTO, February 8 (Sputnik) - Law enforcement agencies in Ottawa have made 23 arrests 
and issued more than 1,300 tickets related to the anti-mandate and anti-government protests in 
Canadia's capital, the municipal police service said.
“There have been 23 arrests in relation to criminal charges,” Ottawa Police Service (OPS) said 
in a press release on Tuesday.
The charges include mischief, resisting arrest, breach of probation among other infractions, the 
statement said.
In addition, police officers have issued more than 1,300 tickets for a variety of infractions, such 
as excessive noise, use of fireworks and red light violations, the statement said.
An additional 85 investigations are ongoing, the statement also said.
Local officials have requested additional law enforcement resources to deal with the ongoing 
protests that have remained peaceful. While federal and provincial authorities have approved 
the deployment of 300 Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) and hundreds of Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) officers, local officials say an additional 1,800 officers are needed to 
restore order in the capital.
The wave of protests across Canada began in January, with tens of thousands of truckers and 
other demonstrators converging on Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates. 
The protest has since evolved into an anti-government demonstration, with various groups 
uniting in opposition to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
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US House Passes Short-Term Spending Bill to Avert Government Shutdown 
WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The US House of Representatives passed a short-term 
spending bill to keep the US government open through March 11.
The House passed the measure on Tuesday with a 272-162 vote, sending it to the Senate for 
consideration.
The current US government spending legislation is set to expire on February 18.
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US Approves $70mln Possible Sale of Rocket Systems, Related Equipment to Jordan - 
Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The United States has approved a $70 million possible 
sale of guided rocket systems and related equipment to Jordan, the Defense Security 
Cooperation Agency (DSCA) said in a statement.
"The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to 
the Government of Jordan of Guided Multiple Launch Rocket Systems (GMLRS) Alternate 
Warhead (AW) Unitary Rocket Pods and related equipment for an estimated cost of $70 million,” 
the statement said on Tuesday.
The DSCAhas notified the US Congress of this possible deal, the statement said.
Jordan expressed intent to purchase 114 rocket systems along with the same quantity of 
Reduced Range Practice Rockets. The request also included support equipment, publications 
and technical data, personnel training and equipment, as well as other kinds of goods and 
services.
“The proposed sale will improve Jordan’s capability to meet current and future threats on its 
borders and provide greater security for its economic infrastructure. This sale will provide Jordan 
with a long-range precision artillery support capability that will significantly improve US-Jordan 
interoperability and provide for the defense of vital installations," the statement said.
The deal will also support US national security interests by helping to improve security of Jordan 
as a major non-NATO ally, the statement added.
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UPDATE - Coalition of 21 States Deeply Concerned by Media Suppression in Hong Kong - 
Statement
(Updates with additional information in paras 7, 8)
WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - A coalition of 21 countries from around the world, 
including the United States and the United Kingdom, issued a joint statement in which they 
expressed a deep concern over alleged suppression of independent media in Hong Kong.
"The undersigned members of the Media Freedom Coalition express their deep concern at the 
Hong Kong and mainland Chinese authorities’ attacks on freedom of the press and their 
suppression of independent local media in Hong Kong," the statement said on Tuesday. "Since 
the enactment of the National Security Law in June 2020, the authorities have targeted and 
suppressed independent media in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region."
As examples of media attacks and suppression by the Chinese authorities, the signatories cited 
the raid on the Stand News offices and the arrests of its staff as well as the closure of Citizen 
News that came about out of concern for the safety of its staff, the statement said.
Citizen News ceased to operate on January 4 and became the third media outlet that halted 
operations in Hong Kong over the last year, the statement said.
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Another incident occurred last June when authorities shut down the Hong Kong-based 
pro-opposition newspaper Apple Daily and arrested several of its top executives on charges of 
collusion with foreign forces to harm China’s national security.
The Chinese authorities have repeatedly dismissed reports of media suppression in Hong Kong. 
Also on Tuesday, a spokesperson for the Office of the Commissioner of China’s Foreign Affairs 
Ministry in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region issued a statement condemning the 
Media Freedom Coalition for using freedom of the press as a shield to engage in activities 
disrupting China and Hong Kong and undermine national security and social stability.
The spokesperson said what is happening in Hong Kong is China’s internal matter and Beijing is 
determined to safeguard its national sovereignty and implement the principle of "one country, 
two systems."
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Dow Jones, S&P Up Most in Week as Wall Street Rises in Volatile Trade Ahead of CPI Data

NEW YORK, February 8 (Sputnik) - Wall Street’s Dow Jones Industrial Average and S&P 500 
indexes gained their most in a week on Tuesday as industrial stocks rose on signs that the US 
economy was turning the corner on the coronavirus pandemic, while banking counters profited 
from bets the Federal Reserve will be aggressive with upcoming rate hikes.
The three major US equity indices ended up between 0.8% and 1.3%. The Dow and the S&P 
500 had their biggest daily advance since January 31 while the Nasdaq had its largest gain 
since February 4.
"It's been a wild start to the year and it seems investors are embracing the less intense start to 
the week, probably with an eye on what's to come over the next couple of days,” Craig Erlam, 
analyst at online trading platform OANDA, said. "Recent weeks have brought so much anxiety 
to financial markets as yields have accelerated higher in anticipation of a series of rate hikes 
from central banks.”
The yield on the US 10-year bond, a so-called measure of real interest rates, hit a two-year high 
of nearly 2% on Tuesday, indicating the Federal Reserve might be more hawkish by the time the 
first pandemic-era rate hike lands, likely in March.
The Federal Reserve had been initially expected to raise interest rates by a quarter percentage 
point in March, although some traders think that a half-percentage point increase could not be 
ruled out.
Tuesday’s gain in stocks also came ahead of the Consumer Price Index reading for January, 
due on Thursday.
The US economy grew 5.7% last year from a 3.5% contraction in 2020. But the CPI, a key 
barometer for inflation, jumped 7% in the year to December, growing at its fastest since 1982. 
The Federal Reserve’s own tolerance for inflation is a mere 2% a year.
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US Restricts Issuance of Visas to Somali Individuals Who Undermine Democracy - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The United States has restricted the issuance of visas to 
Somali officials and individuals who have been engaged in efforts to undermine democracy in 
the country, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement.
"Today, on the one-year anniversary of the expiration of the Somali president’s term in office, I 
am announcing the implementation of a policy under Section 212(a)(3)(C) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act that restricts the issuance of visas to current or former Somali officials or 
other individuals who are believed to be responsible for, or complicit in, undermining the 
democratic process in Somalia, including through violence against protestors, unjust arrests or 
intimidation of journalists and opposition members, and manipulation of the electoral process,” 
the statement said on Tuesday.
The policy will be applied to those individuals who been engaged in procedural irregularities that 
have resulted in failure to implement timely and transparent elections and targeting journalists 
and opposition, according to the statement.
Blinken is calling on Somalia’s national leadership to hold credible parliamentary elections by 
February 25 to provide for sustainable peace and responsive governance in the country, the 
statement said.
In January, Somali National Television reported that the National Consultative Council of 
Somalia has decreed the elections to the lower house of the country's parliament should be held 
before February 25.
The country's elections were scheduled to take place from October 1 to November 20, but the 
plan did not materialize.
Somalia collapsed as a unified nation in 1991 with the downfall of Siad Barre’s dictatorship. The 
international community recognized the federal government as the only legitimate authority in 
the country, which controls the capital Mogadishu and several other areas. The rest of Somalia 
is controlled by unrecognized state entities or self-governed, including the unrecognized 
Republic of Somaliland in the north and the autonomous Puntland region in the east.
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US, NATO Prepared to Continue Engaging in Dialogue With Russia - White House

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg discussed the readiness of the United States 
and the alliance to continue engaging in dialogue with Russia, National Security Council 
Spokesperson Emily Horne said in a statement.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/09/2022 11:32:13 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/09/2022 11:32:13 AM

"[Sullivan and StoltenbergJ discussed the readiness of the US and NATO to continue engaging 
in dialogue with Russia to find a diplomatic path toward de-escalation,” Horne said on Tuesday. 
The two leaders also underscored the alliance’s readiness to defend against any threat to their 
territory, including by reinforcing the eastern flank in response to potential Russian aggression, 
Horne said.
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US Will Beat China in Electric-Car Making as It Brings Manufacturing Home - Biden

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The United States will beat China in making electric 
vehicles (EVs) as the country grows its battery production and works on bringing home 
manufacturing that was offshored since the 1990s, President Joe Biden said.
Speaking after Australian electric vehicle charging company Tritium unveiled plans to 
manufacture in Tennessee, Biden said the plant will "help ensure that America leads the world in 
electric vehicles."
He added: “China has been leading the race up to now, but this is about to change because of 
America's convenient, reliable and equitable national public charging networks. So wherever 
you live, charging your electric vehicle will be quick and easy, and this foundation will help 
American automakers set the pace to lead.”
The Biden administration is working to add 500,000 charging stations for EVs across the United 
States under a $15 billion plan.
The president said manufacturing was booming again after the 1990s drive to offshore US 
factories to China that left services to dominate the economy.
As an example of the country’s renewed manufacturing prowess, Biden cited the recent 
announcement by the Union Pacific Railroad in Pittsburgh that it had bought US-made batteries 
to power its locomotives.
"We’re seeing the beginning of American manufacturing come back,” Biden said. “This is not 
hyperbole. This is real. This is genuine. The world's at an inflection point. Things are going to 
change in big ways. This is one of those transition moments.”
The decline of US manufacturing has been difficult to fix despite encouraging tax breaks. 
Industry officials say the country’s costly labor is one major impediment despite the United 
States enjoying significantly lower electricity costs than China.
Another problem, industry experts say, is a lack of financing appetite for high-end 
manufacturing. Small and medium-size US companies struggle to borrow the billions of dollars 
necessary to finance a new factory, especially if those loans take 10 or 20 years to pay out.
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White House Denies Notion That Negotiations Between Russia, Europe Leave US Out
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WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - White House spokesperson Jen Psaki rejected during a 
press briefing the notion that there is a separate negotiation track ongoing between Russia and 
European nations such as France that excludes the United States.
"Not in any way,” Psaki said on Tuesday in response to a question about the existence of a 
separate set of negotiations without US involvement. "First of all, there are a range of diplomatic 
conversations happening all the time, and that’s been happening for many weeks. The United 
States is a key player in the vast majority of those negotiations.”
Washington would welcome any diplomatic progress resulting from negotiations between 
European leadership and Russia, but will only believe it when they see it with their “own eyes at 
the border,” Psaki said.
On Monday, French President Emmanuel Macron met with Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin 
and with Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy today to discuss pressing issues, including 
ongoing tensions between Russia and Ukraine.
Macron on Tuesday announced that political advisers will meet on Thursday in Berlin under the 
Normandy format, which brings together Russia and Ukraine alongside Germany and France to 
discuss the resolution of conflict in eastern Ukraine.
Russia has denied accusations that it intends to attack Ukraine amid a troop buildup near their 
border, reserving the right to conduct troop movements on its own territory. Russia has also 
expressed concerns about NATO’s plans for further expanding eastward and has said it poses a 
direct threat its national security.
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New York Man Charged for Letting Rioters Inside Capitol on January 6 - Justice Dept. 
WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - A New York Man was arrested and charged for his 
involvement in the storming of the US Capitol including opening the door to let rioters in the 
building, the Justice Department said in a press release.
"A New York man was arrested today on civil disorder and other charges for his actions during 
the breach of the US Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, which disrupted a joint session of the US 
Congress that was in the process of ascertaining and counting the electoral votes related to the 
presidential election,” the release said on Tuesday.
On January 6, Eric Gerwatowski, 31, pulled open the door to the US Capitol and turned to the 
crowd and yelled, "Let's go!" the release said. He directed more rioters inside before entering 
the premises himself, according to the Justice Department.
The Justice Department said since January 6 more than 725 individuals have been arrested for 
crimes related to the breach of the US Capitol, including over 225 for assaulting or impeding law 
enforcement.
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SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) -

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* The United States views the Minsk Agreements as a way to move forward diplomatic efforts to 
end the conflict in eastern Ukraine and stands ready to support the accord, White House Press 
Secretary Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
* The people’s militia of the self-proclaimed Luhansk People's Republic (LPR) has prevented 
Kiev’s artillery strike by intercepting a drone in the Donbas region, LPR military spokesman Ivan 
Filiponenko said.
* Moscow believes that deescalation is now very necessary, as tensions are growing day by 
day, including due to the supply of weapons to Ukraine, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said.
* German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock traveled to the eastern Ukrainian region of 
Donbas and spent about 40 minutes at the line of contact as part of her two-day visit to Ukraine.

NEW US AMBASSADOR TO GERMANY
* The Senate on Tuesday confirmed former University of Pennsylvania President Amy Gutmann 
to be the next US Ambas

NORD STREAM 2 PIPELINE
* The Biden administration opposes immediate sanctions on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline project, 
White House spokesperson Psaki said on Tuesday.

ZELENSKYY-MACRON TALKS
* Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has confirmed a desire to implement the Minsk 
agreements, French President Emmanuel Macron said on Tuesday after talks in Kiev.
* Macron said that progress on the issues of stability and security in the region has been 
achieved after his meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin and Zelenskyy.
* Zelenskyy said after talks with Macron that he hoped a Normandy format summit to be held in 
the near future.

RUSSIA'S SECURITY PROPOSALS
* Western countries have not shown their readiness yet to take into account Russia's security 
concerns, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on Tuesday.
* The United States is ready to discuss with Russia the indivisibility of security at the 
Organization for Co-operation and Security in Europe (OSCE) as they have requested, 
Ambassador to the OSCE Michael Carpenter said.

IRAN-RUSSIA RELATIONNS
* There are no problems hindering the conclusion of a new agreement on Russia-lran relations, 
and the parties are working on it, Russian Ambassador to Iran Levan Dzhagaryan said in an 
interview with Sputnik.
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* Tehran has handed over to Moscow a number of proposals to expand cooperation in the 
energy sector, Dzhagaryan told Sputnik.
* The recent visit of Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi to Russia will give impetus to the 
Tehran-Moscow military cooperation, Dzhagaryan told Sputnik.
* Tehran is interested in joint space projects with Moscow and counts on Russia's potential in 
this area, Dzhagaryan said.
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White House on Future Cooperative Oil Releases: All Options Remain on Table

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on 
Tuesday that all options remain on the table when asked whether there will be future 
cooperative oil releases.
"All options remain on the table," Psaki told a briefing.
The US remains in contact with oil producing and consuming countries, she added.
"With oil producing countries we are talking about proposed production increases, with oil 
consuming countries we are talking about release from strategic reserves."
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UPDATE - Vice President Harris' Husband Escorted Out of School Due to Bomb Threat 
(Updates with quote and more details in paras 1,3, 4)
WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US Secret Service agents escorted Second Gentleman 
Douglas Emhoff out of a local high school in the nation's capital after being alerted about a 
bomb threat, the White House press pool said on Tuesday.
"SGOTUS [Second Gentleman of the United States] was ushered out of the room at 2:18 [p.m. 
ET] by a secret service agent," the press pool said. "The agent said something like 'We have to 
go.' Dunbar’s principal followed a few minutes later," the report said referring to the Paul 
Laurence Dunbar High School in Northwest \Afeshington.
DC Public Schools Press Secretary Enrique Gutierrez told reporters the school received a bomb 
threat and the building has been cleared.
"We had a threat today to the facility so we did — basically we took the precaution of evacuating 
everybody, as you saw. I think everyone is safe. The building is clear. But I don’t have any 
specific details at this mometn," Gutierrez said. "It was a bomb threat."
Emhoff visited the Dunbar High School for a Black history month-related event.
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Senate Confirms Ex-University President Amy Gutmann to Be US Ambassador to Germany

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The Senate on Tuesday confirmed former University of 
Pennsylvania President Amy Gutmann to be the next US Ambassador to Germany,
The Senate confirmed Gutmann's nomination with a 54-42 vote.
During her confirmation hearings on Capitol Hill, Gutman said she would work to expand 
bilateral and multilateral partnerships with Germany. She vowed to work towards boosting trade, 
cooperation on combating climate change, terrorism and malign influence.
A group of Republican senators opposed Gutmann's nomination, citing a lack of experience in a 
diplomatic post, and they raised concerns over $900,000 paid to Biden for a job as a professor 
from 2018 to 2019. However, Biden had no regular classes and only made about a dozen 
appearances on campus, according to media reports.
Republicans also questioned whether Gutmann can be trusted with public funds after she 
received $3.9 million in total compensation at the university in 2020.
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White House Says Opposes Immediate Sanctions on Nord Stream 2 Pipeline

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration opposes immediate sanctions 
on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline project, White House spokesperson Psaki said on Tuesday.
"I would say there is a disagreement... between us and some in Congress, who suggest that 
sanctioning Nord Stream 2 now would be effective. We don't agree,” Psaki said during a press 
briefing. “We believe that it is a point of leverage and that making clear it will not proceed if 
Russia invades is a point of leverage. And that’s why we are proceeding in a path we are. Wfe 
don’t think that approach would work.”
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Impact of Western Sanctions on Russian Banks Likely to Be ’Manageable' - S&P

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The impact of strong sanctions on Russia's banking 
system would be manageable, S&P Global Ratings said on Tuesday,
"The negative effects of potentially stronger sanctions on the Russian banking system will also 
be broadly manageable," S&P Global Ratings said in a report.
The report said Russia's banking system has become more resilient to sanctions since most 
large state-owned banks have been under sectorial sanctions since 2014.
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However, the report pointed out that restricting the access of major Russian banks to the US 
and eurozone financial systems could disrupt Russia's foreign trade and undermine its ability to 
do cross-border payments.
S&P Global Ratings also predicts sanctions or restrictions on the nonresident holdings of 
Russia’s sovereign debt in the secondary market could increase the government's financing 
costs but it would have a moderate impact on fiscal and macroeconomic stability, at least 
initially.
In addition, S&P Global Ratings predicts an extreme escalation in Ukraine would hurt its credit 
rating.
The precarious situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after 
Russia was accused of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and allegedly preparing for 
an invasion. Moscow has denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near 
Russian borders, which it deems a threat to its national security.
The United States and its European partners have threatened to impose sanctions on Russia's 
financial system should tensions escalate in Eastern Europe.
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US Senators Getting Closer to Agreement on Russia Sanctions Bill - Majority Leader Schumer

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US lawmakers are moving towards agreement on an 
anti-Russian sanctions bill over the situation in Ukraine, Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer told reporters on Tuesday.
"It is moving along but there are still a couple of areas of disagreement, but they're bridging the 
gap," Schumer said during a press conference. "They are getting closer and closer."
Schumer expressed hope that the legislation will force Moscow to change its behavior.
"The basic view of many on our side and of the White House is to pass a full strong sanctions 
bill before any invasion," he added.
The precarious situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after 
Russia was accused of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and allegedly preparing for 
an invasion. Moscow has denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near 
Russian borders, which it deems a threat to its national security.
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UN Chief Calls for Redoubling Efforts to Achieve 2-State Solution for Israel, Palestine

UNITED NATIONS, February 8 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres urged the 
international community on Tuesday to scale up efforts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
and achieve a two-state solution.
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Guterres said the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory continues to pose a significant 
challenge to international peace and security.
"We urgently need to intensify collective efforts to resolve the conflict and end the occupation in 
line with United Nations resolutions, international law and bilateral agreements," Guterres said 
during a UN Palestine Committee meeting.
"The goal remains two states - Israel and an independent, democratic, contiguous, viable and 
sovereign Palestinian State - living side by side in peace within secure and recognized borders, 
on the basis of the pre-1967 lines, with Jerusalem as the shared capital of both states," he said.
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Fewer Americans Pin Major Blame on Trump for January 6 Riot - Poll

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - More Americans now say former President Donald 
Trump bears no responsibility for the havoc caused by his supporters during the Capitol Hill riot, 
a Pew research poll revealed on Tuesday.
"Last year, in the immediate wake of Jan. 6, about half of US adults (52%) said Donald Trump 
bore a lot of responsibility for the violence and destruction committed by some of his supporters 
that day. Today, 43% say this," Pew researchers said. "The share of adults who say Trump 
bears some responsibility has changed little since then, but more Americans now say Trump 
bears no responsibility for the mayhem caused by his supporters that day (32% today vs. 24% 
then)."
According to Pew, the survey was conducted January 10-17 before a number of developments 
found by investigators the January 6 Select Committee was revealed.
The share of Republicans and Republican-leaning independents who say he bears a lot of 
responsibility has declined from 18 percent a year ago to 10 percent today. Nearly six-in-ten 
Republicans (57%) currently say he has no responsibility at all for the violence, up from 46 
percent shortly after the riot.
Meanwhile, among Democrats and Democratic leaning voters, 70 percent believe Trump bears 
a lot of responsibility for last year’s violence at the Capitol, down from 81 percent a year ago. 
Sixty-five percent of Republicans say that too much attention has been paid to the riot, 22 
percent said it has received the right amount and 12 percent said it has received too little 
attention. Among Democrats, about half (48 percent) say too little attention has been paid to the 
events of Jan. 6, while 41 percent believe that the amount of attention has been about right and 
11 percent saying they think the riot has received too much attention.
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Vice President Harris' Husband Escorted Out of School Due to Security Threat - Report
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WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US Secret Service agents escorted Second Gentleman 
Douglas Emhoff out of a local high school in the nation's capital after being alerted about a 
security threat, the White House press pool said on Tuesday.
"SGOTUS [Second Gentleman of the United States] was ushered out of the room at 2:18 [p.m. 
ET] by a secret service agent," the press pool said in a report. "The agent said something like 
'V\fe have to go.1 Dunbar’s principal followed a few minutes later," the report said referring to the 
Paul Laurence Dunbar High School in Northwest Washington.
US media reported that the high school received a bomb threat.
Emhoff visited the Dunbar High School for a Black history month-related event.
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Canada Grants Appeal for Extra Officers at Border Crossing With US in Alberta

TORONTO, February 8 (Sputnik) - The Canadian government has approved a request for 
additional law enforcement personnel at the US-Canada border crossing in Courts, Alberta, one 
of the hotbeds of the trucker protest that swept the nation, Minister of Public Safety Marco 
Mendicino said on Tuesday.
"We would be approving a request for additional [Royal Canadian Mounted Police] RCMP 
resources in the province," Mendicino told a news conference, following a conversation with 
Alberta Premier Jason Kenney.
The Courts port of entry - situated between the Canadian province of Alberta and the US state 
of Montana - has been the site of traffic disruptions perpetrated by protesters demanding an 
end to COVID-19 vaccine mandates for close to two weeks. Protesters again blocked the point 
of entry earlier in the day, according to an RCMP statement, but the crossing has since 
reopened.
Mendicino noted that the blockade has inflicted a significant cost on the Canadian economy and 
the federal government is working to resolve the situation as quickly as possible.
The wave of protests across Canada began in January, with thousands of truckers and other 
demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates for 
truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an anti-government 
demonstration, with various groups uniting in opposition of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
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Scholz Support for US Sanctions on Russia ‘Just Good Theater' - Ex-EU Consultant

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - German Chancellor Olaf Scholz expressing support for 
US sanctions against Russia were just good theater because Berlin cannot afford a long conflict
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with Russia disrupting its energy supplies, former EU consultant Paolo von Schirach told 
Sputnik on Tuesday.
On Monday, Scholz at a joint press conference with President Joe Biden said Germany has 
worked intensively with the US on preparing sanctions to impose on Russia if there is military 
aggression toward Ukraine. Scholz was commenting on US claims that Russia is preparing to 
invade Ukraine, which Moscow has repeatedly denied as a fabrication to justify NATO's military 
buildup in the region.
"The resolve and unity on display right after the Biden-Scholz Washington meeting looks mostly 
like good theater," Schirach, who is also President of the Global Policy Institute and Chair of 
Political Science and International Relations at Bay Atlantic University, said. "Biden and Scholz 
put up a good show at the White House. Everything was about unity and the firm determination 
to inflict crippling economic sanctions on Russia in case of any troop movements across the 
Ukrainian border."
Although Scholz during his visit to Washington never mentioned the sanctions in the context of 
Nord Stream 2, Biden at the same presser said the US would help Germany fill any shortfalls in 
gas supplies if the pipeline operation is affected by the crisis.
Schirach warned, however, that Germany cannot afford a protracted economic war with Russia. 
"Due to ill-advised green policies and other myopic energy choices such as the decision to shut 
down nuclear power plants, Germany is now more dependent than ever on energy imports from 
Russia," Schirach said.
By contrast, Russia was far better placed than Germany to ride out the short term costs of 
economic disruption triggered by US-led economic sanctions, Schirach said.
"Should it become the target of heavy economic sanctions, Russia, sitting now on a comfortable 
$ 620 billion cushion, will retaliate by cutting oil and gas supplies to Europe. At least for a while, 
Russia can afford the loss of oil and gas revenue coming from sales to Europe," he said.
Despite Biden’s statements to the contrary at Monday's press conference, the United States and 
its allies were in no position to make up the loss of Russian natural gas to power German 
industry, Schirach explained.
"V\fe all know that there are no immediately available alternatives to Russian oil and gas imports. 
Sure, more Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) can come for instance from Qatar and from the United 
States, now a major LNG exporter. But not in quantities that could make up for the loss of 
Russian gas," he said.
The former EU consultant also said he doubts the Nord Stream 2 pipeline will become a 
permanent casualty of this crisis.
Moreover, Scholz’s new Social Democratic Party (SPD)-led, center-Left government needs to 
maintain good and stable relations with Moscow, he added.
"While Germany remained nominally a member of NATO, in practice, it has decided that 
keeping a low profile regarding the Ukrainian crisis and maintaining reasonably friendly relations 
with Russia serves its own interest," he said.
Scholz had already made clear he would limit practical German aid and support for Ukraine to 
symbolic and humanitarian moves only, Schirach recalled.
"As far as Ukraine is concerned, the donation of 5,000 helmets apparently looks to Berlin as an 
adequate solidarity gesture. After all, during an earlier phase of this crisis, President Barack
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Obama, who also had no appetite for any involvement in Ukraine, sent to Kyiv blankets, military 
rations, and - socks," he said.
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Top Senate Republican Says Scholz Affirmed Nord Stream 2 Not to Go Ahead if Russia invades

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell said he 
received assurances from German Chancellor Olaf Scholz that if Russia invades Ukraine the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline will not go forward.
"He [Scholz] confirmed that if the invasion occurs, Nord Stream 2 will not go forward,"
McConnell said at a presser, adding that the promise came when the two men had dinner 
together on Monday night in Washington.
McConnell also repeated his call from the previous week for President Joe Biden to impose 
major economic sanctions on Russia immediately, before any incursion into Ukraine took place 
rather than after such an event.
"The president has all the authority he needs. He needs to decide the timing. I think it will be a 
serious deterrent if it is executed before the invasion, not after," the Senate Minority Leader 
said.
Also on Monday, Scholz told CNN that Russia would suffer a very high price with high impact on 
its economy if it invaded Ukraine. But he did not mention Nord Stream 2 when discussing these 
steps.
Russia has repeatedly denied allegations of preparing to invade Ukraine. Moscow has 
described the accusations as fabricated excuses to justify a NATO military build-up in the 
region.
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US Sees Minsk Accords as Way to Move Diplomacy Forward in Eastern Ukraine - White House

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The United States views the Minsk Agreements as a 
way to move forward diplomatic efforts to end the conflict in eastern Ukraine and stands ready 
to support the accord, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Tuesday.
"Wa see the Minsk Agreements, which are discussed through the Normandy format, as certainly 
a format to move things forward, and we stand ready to support these sincere efforts, and again, 
we welcome calls for a diplomatic resolution to the conflict in eastern Ukraine, and the Minsk 
agreement is a format that those could take place through," Psaki said during a press briefing.
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Senate Confirms Ex-University President Amy Gutmann to Be US Ambassador to Germany

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The Senate on Tuesday confirmed former University of 
Pennsylvania President Amy Gutmann to be the next US Ambassador to Germany.
The Senate confirmed Gutmann's nomination with a 54-42 vote.
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US Republican Senators Vow to Block Deal With Iran if Biden Omits Review in Congress 
(Adds details, background in paras 4-7)
WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US Sen. Jim Risch on Tuesday joined 32 Republican 
colleagues who sent a letter to President Joe Biden to warn him that he cannot sign any 
agreement with Iran without Congress having a chance to review and endorse it first.
"\Ne write to call attention to a range of obligations that your administration is statutorily 
mandated to fulfill in relation to Congressional oversight over any such agreement," the letter 
reads. "V\fe also write to emphasize that we are committed to using the full range of options and 
leverage available to United States Senators to ensure that you meet those obligations, and that 
the implementation of any agreement will be severely if not terminally hampered if you do not."
In the letter, Republican senators remind Biden that under the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review 
Act (INARA), his administration is required to submit any Iran deal to Congress or be blocked 
otherwise. The lawmakers warned that Iran has made progress toward a nuclear arsenal that 
will require measures beyond the JCPOAto reverse.
Later on Tuesday, State Department deputy spokeswoman Jalina Porter said that the Biden 
administration will carefully consider all facts and circumstances if the US decides to return to 
the nuclear deal to determine the legal implications under INARA.
She added that the Biden administration has been in touch with both Democratic and 
Republican lawmakers to discuss an approach to Iran.
The signatories to the original nuclear accord were the United States, Iran, China, France, 
Russia, the United Kingdom, Germany, and the European Union. It required Tehran to scale 
back its nuclear program and drastically reduce its uranium reserves in exchange for sanctions 
relief, including the lifting of an arms embargo five years after the deal was made.
In May 2018, the Trump administration left the deal and reimposed sanctions on Iran, which in 
response abandoned its commitments under the agreement. Since April 2021, Vienna has been 
hosting talks to restore the deal.
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White House Expects Biden, Macron to Speak About Ukraine Again Soon

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The United States remains in close contact with France 
over Ukraine, and President Joe Biden will likely engage with President Emmanuel Macron 
shortly after the latter's visit to Moscow, White House press Secretary Jen Psaki said on 
Tuesday.
"Ws'll continue to be in very close contact with our French counterparts at a range of levels," 
Psaki told a press briefing. "I expect he'll be engaged with him soon."
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Trump Voters Twice as Likely as Biden’s to Say Ukraine Crisis 'None of US Business' ~ Poll

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - Trump voters are twice as likely as those who voted for 
Joe Biden in 2020 to believe that the Ukraine-Russia affair is "none of America's business," 
according to a new Yahoo News/YouGov poll out on Tuesday.
Forty-two percent of Trump voters say the conflict is none of America's business, 6 points more 
than those who believe "it’s in America’s best interests to stop Russia and help Ukraine."
In contrast, 60% of Biden voters insist that it is in America’s best interests to help Ukraine, while 
just 20% disagree and say the conflict is none of America's business.
Poll numbers show that more Trump voters now believe the US should take "neither" country’s 
side in the clash (49%) than those who say Washington should be Ukraine’s ally (46%). Biden 
voters hold the opposite view, with 67% of those polled holding the view that the US should side 
with Ukraine. Meanwhile, 29% prefer neutrality.
The poll was conducted among 1,628 US adults from February 3-7.
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Iran-Type Sanctions on Russia Likely to Send Oil Prices Above $100, Disrupt Supply - S&P

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - Iran-type sanctions on Russia's oil supply would likely 
lead to a substantial spike in prices and global supply chain disruptions, S&P Global Ratings 
said on Tuesday.
The United States and its European partners have mulled sanctions targeting Russia's energy 
supplies over the situation in Ukraine and the Biden administration has recently been 
encouraging major energy producers to increase production.
"Iran-type sanctions on Russia's oil exports would likely cause a global energy crisis with prices 
going well above $100 per barrel and disruption to global supply chains," S&P Global Ratings 
said in a report.
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A complete shutoff of Russian gas supply to the European Union could result in an energy crisis 
in Europe which would also impact global markets, the report said.
According to US media, sanctions on Russian energy is off the table for now.
On Monday, President Joe Biden said his administration is looking into developing alternative 
energy supplies for Europe to make up for the potential loss of gas from Russia due to possible 
sanctions imposed by the West over the Ukraine situation. He added that his team thinks they 
can make up a significant portion that would be lost.
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Reduction in Russian Gas Supply Would Be Difficult to Replace - S&P Global Ratings

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - A reduction in Russia's gas supply to Europe would be 
difficult to replace should the United States and its European partners cut it off amid an 
escalation in tensions over the Ukraine situation, S&P Global Ratings said on Tuesday.
"A reduction in Russia's gas supplies to Europe will be difficult to replace," S&P Global Ratings 
said in a report.
The report said that although a recent increase in liquefied natural gas (LNG) flows to Europe, 
combined with mild weather in Europe and Asia, may help offset the ongoing reduction in 
Russian gas exports for the coming weeks, the amount of Russian gas output is too large to 
replace without affecting the global gas markets.
In addition, the report said Russia would not be expected to impose an export ban of gas supply 
to Europe because it benefits from its profitable gas exports and cannot easily redirect gas 
supply from its major fields to other markets.
S&P Global Ratings predicts gas supplies will continue to flow from Russia to Europe under 
most scenarios with respect to the tensions between Russia and the West.
The United States and its European partners have mulled sanctions targeting Russia's energy 
supplies over the situation in Ukraine. The Biden administration has recently been encouraging 
major energy producers to increase production. However, US media reported that sanctions on 
Russian energy is off the table for now.
The precarious situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after 
Russia was accused of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and allegedly preparing for 
an invasion. Moscow has denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near 
Russian borders, which it deems a threat to its national security.
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Coalition of 21 States Deeply Concerned by Media Suppression in Hong Kong - Statement
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WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - A coalition of 21 countries from around the world, 
including the United States and the United Kingdom, on Tuesday issued a joint statement in 
which they expressed a deep concern over alleged suppression of independent media in Hong 
Kong.
"The undersigned members of the Media Freedom Coalition express their deep concern at the 
Hong Kong and mainland Chinese authorities’ attacks on freedom of the press and their 
suppression of independent local media in Hong Kong," the statement said. "Since the 
enactment of the National Security Law in June 2020, the authorities have targeted and 
suppressed independent media in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region."
As examples of media attacks and suppression by the Chinese authorities, the signatories cited 
the raid on the Stand News offices and the arrests of its staff as well as the closure of Citizen 
News that came about out of concern for the safety of its staff, the statement said.
Citizen News ceased to operate on January 4 and became the third media outlet that halted 
operations in Hong Kong over the last year, the statement said.
Another incident occurred last June when authorities shut down the Hong Kong-based 
pro-opposition newspaper Apple Daily and arrested several of its top executives on charges of 
collusion with foreign forces to harm China’s national security.
The Chinese authorities have repeatedly dismissed reports of media suppression in Hong 
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US Army in Climate Strategy Sets 2050 as Net-Zero Emissions Target

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The US Army is targeting to have net-zero emissions of 
greenhouse gases at all installations and in all purchases by 2050, the service said in a climate 
strategy report issued on Tuesday.
"All Army buildings will achieve 50% reductions in GHG [greenhouse gasj emissions by 2032 
from a 2005 baseline, and by 2045 the Army will have a net-zero emissions installations 
portfolio," the report said. "The Buy Clean policy and potential future policies will facilitate an 
ambitious goal of net-zero GHG emissions from all Army procurements by 2050."
The Army plans to achieve these goals by increasing fuel efficiency, making more Army vehicles 
electric, modernizing operational power generation, battery storage, land management, 
procurement, and supply chain resilience, the report added.
The changes come after US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, who was sworn in January 2021, 
announced that climate change considerations will be one of his priorities at the Pentagon.
US President Joe Biden signed an executive order in December to slash to zero US 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.
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Blinken Discusses Burkina Faso, Sudan With AU Chief - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke by phone 
with African Union (AU) Commission Chairperson Moussa Faki Mahamat to discuss the 
situations Burkina Faso, Sudan, and Mali, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on 
Tuesday.
"They discussed possible ways forward on political and security matters in Africa, including 
Sudan, Mali, and Burkina Faso and the need to bolster democracy on the continent," Price said 
in a statement.
Blinken reaffirmed US commitment to important partnership with the AU, he added. The United 
States is eager to develop different programs with the region, particularly initiatives to 
strengthen democratic institutions in furtherance of peace and security, Price said.
A wave of military coups has destabilized a number of countries in Africa over the past 18 
months including Sudan, Mali and, most recently, Burkina Faso.
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J&J Temporarily Stops COVID-19 Vaccine Production in Facility in Netherlands - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The US pharmaceutical company Johnson & Johnson 
(J&J) has suspended production of its COVID-19 vaccine in a company's facility in the 
Netherlands in order to produce another vaccine against a different virus, the New York Times 
reported on Tuesday.
Johnson and Johnson late last year quietly shut down the only plant making usable batches of 
the vaccine, the report said, citing people familiar with the decision.
The facility in the Dutch city of Leiden has instead been producing an experimental but 
potentially more profitable vaccine to protect against an unrelated virus, the report said.
Johnson & Johnson officials said the pause in production is temporary, adding that they expect 
the Leiden plant to restart production of the vaccine in a few months, the report added.
Officials have tried to minimize the effect of the interruption, saying the Leiden plant is an 
important contributor to its production capacity, but the company has millions of COVID-19 
vaccine doses in its inventory, according to the report.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Biden Gives Unflattering Opinions of European Leadership in Closed Talks - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden in closed-door sessions offered 
unflattering assessments of European leadership including German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin amid engagement with the leaders on the Russia-Ukraine 
situation, NBC said on Tuesday in a report, citing anonymous sources familiar with the matter.
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Biden described Putin as "a guy with nukes and no friends,” and said Scholz is no Angela 
Merkel, seemingly indicating a preference for his predecessor, the report said. Biden also called 
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s demeanor blustery and said that French President 
Emmanuel Macron wants to be Charles de Gaulle, according to the report.
Biden has underscored that he has found few familiar faces in Europe while he engages the 
continent on the situation involving Russia and Ukraine, the report said. Putin is the only world 
leader in the situation with whom he has a history, the report also said.
However, National Security Council spokesperson Emily Horne pushed back on the reports 
when asked about Biden’s alleged comments, stating that “anonymous gossip” does not reflect 
what Biden says or thinks about his counterparts. Biden is pleased with the cooperation 
between the US and its European allies and partners, Horne added.
Biden on Monday met with Scholz at the White House to discuss an array of issues, namely the 
US and German responses to a possible Russian invasion of Ukraine. Although the two leaders 
expressed unity in their efforts, Scholz would not publicly commit to ending the Nord Stream 2 
pipeline in the event of an invasion as Biden did during a joint press event.
Russia has denied accusations that they intend to attack any country, including Ukraine, and 
vocally reserved their right to conduct troop movements on its own territory. Russia has also 
expressed its own concerns about NATO’s eastward expansion and the threat it poses to 
Russian national security.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Republican Senators Vow to Block Deal With Iran if Biden Omits Review in Congress

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - US Senator Jim Risch on Tuesday joined 32 Republican 
colleagues who sent a letter to President Joe Biden to warn him that he cannot sign any 
agreement with Iran without Congress having a chance to review and endorse it first.
"\Ne write to call attention to a range of obligations that your administration is statutorily 
mandated to fulfill in relation to Congressional oversight over any such agreement," the letter 
reads. "We also write to emphasize that we are committed to using the full range of options and 
leverage available to United States Senators to ensure that you meet those obligations, and that 
the implementation of any agreement will be severely if not terminally hampered if you do not."
In the letter, Republican senators remind Biden that under the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review 
Act (INARA), his administration is required to submit any Iran deal to Congress or be blocked 
otherwise. The lawmakers warned that Iran has made progress toward a nuclear arsenal that 
will require measures beyond the JCPOAto reverse.
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Canada's Transport Chief Says Keeping Close Tabs on US-Canada Border Blockade
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TORONTO, February 8 (Sputnik) - Canada’s transport minister said on Tuesday he is closely 
following the blockade of the Ambassador Bridge linking the American city of Detroit and the 
Canadian city of Windsor by truckers protesting vaccine mandates.
"I am closely monitoring the situation at the Ambassador Bridge," Omar Alghabra said in a 
statement via Twitter.
The transport minister added that he is in touch with his provincial counterpart from Ontario, 
Caroline Mulroney, to see what role the federal government can play.
Canadian state broadcaster CBC News reported that the bridge was blocked on Monday night. 
The protesters have halted access to Canada, and are keeping one lane open for those 
traveling into the United States, according to the report.
The wave of protests across Canada began in January, with thousands of truckers and other 
demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates for 
truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an anti-government 
demonstration, with various groups uniting in opposition of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
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UN on Putin-Macron Talks: ‘Very Pleased' With High Level of Diplomatic Effort Over Ukraine

UNITED NATIONS, February 8 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres is pleased to 
see a high level of diplomatic engagement between Russian President Vladimir Putin and his 
French counterpart, Emmanuel Macron, in an effort to defuse tensions around Ukraine, 
spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on Tuesday.
Putin received Macron in the Kremlin on Monday for talks that lasted almost six hours.
"Ws're very pleased to see a high level of diplomatic activity," Dujarric told a briefing. "The 
Secretary General could not be clearer about the need to increase diplomatic activity."
The United Nations continues to believe there will be no need to use any contingency plans for 
its personnel working in Ukraine, as the crisis should be resolved diplomatically, Dujarric added. 
"The Secretary-General continues to believe that there will not be military action and that 
continues to be the focus of our engagement and our policy," he said.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

UPDATE - US General Pledges to Probe Thousands of Civilian Casualties in Middle East 
(Updates with background in para 6)

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden's nominee to head the Central 
Command (CENTCOM) Lt. Gen. Michael Kurilla said during his confirmation hearing on 
Tuesday that he supports investigating thousands of civilian casualties resulting from US military 
operations in the Middle East over the past two decades.
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"Every civilian casualty is a tragedy. I know that there is a process right now down at CENTCOM 
If confirmed, I would look to see how see how I can improve upon that process,” Kurilla told the 
US Senate hearing when asked whether he is willing to investigate reports of civilian casualties 
in the region.
Kurilla said if he is confirmed as CENTCOM commander he is willing to participate in a new plan 
on civilian harm mitigation announced by US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.
The fact that thousands of civilians in the Middle East have become victims of US military 
operations hurts the troops’ credibility abroad, he added.
The Senate hearing took place following last week’s US operation in Syria to assassinate Abu 
Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, the leader of the Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia). 
The operation resulted in the death of at least four civilians - three children and one adult. 
According to a Brown University report, two decades of US engagement in the Middle East saw 
nearly 900,000 deaths and $8 trillion in costs associated with the Washington-led War on Terror 
in the region.
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US Authorities Arrest Couple for Trying to Launder $4.5Bln After Bitfinex Exchange Hack

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The US authorities have arrested a couple in New York 
City for conspiring to launder $4.5 billion in stolen cryptocurrency after hacking the virtual 
currency exchange Birfinex, the Justice Department said on Tuesday.
"Two individuals were arrested this morning in Manhattan for an alleged conspiracy to launder 
cryptocurrency that was stolen during the 2016 hack of Bitfinex, a virtual currency exchange, 
presently valued at approximately $4.5 billion,” the Justice Department said in a press release. 
Ilya Lichtenstein and his wife, Heather Morgan, were arrested for allegedly conspiring to launder 
nearly 120,000 bitcoin that were stolen from the Bitfinex platform during a hack, the release 
said.
Law enforcement recovered over 94,000 bitcoin, valued at more than $3.6 billion at the time of 
the seizure, the release also said.
Lichtenstein and Morgan are charged with conspiracy to commit money laundering and 
conspiracy to defraud the United States, which carry a maximum sentence of 20 years and five 
years in prison, respectively, the release added.
The couple is scheduled to make their initial appearance at a federal court in Manhattan at 3:00 
p.m. Eastern, according to the release.
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Stablecoins Should Not Be Issued by Tech Firms Due to Risks - US Treasury Official
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WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - Stablecoins should be issued by insured depository 
institutions and not technology companies like Face book because of their systemic risks, US 
Treasury Under Secretary for Domestic Finance Jean Liang said Tuesday.
Briefing the US Congress on the outcome of a Treasury study on stablecoins, Liang said there 
was a "high level" of regulatory gaps on stablecoins despite the notion that they were safer than 
other cryptocurrency.
"The report recommends that stablecoins be issued by insured depository institutions," Liang 
said, referring to the Treasury study. "And in that sense then, we would not recommend that 
stable coins be issued by technology companies."
Unlike riskier and more volatile cryptocurrency like Bit coin, stablecoins have their price pegged 
to a more "stable" exchange of value such as regular paper money or to exchange traded 
commodities like gold and other metals.
Face book announced its Libra stablecoin project in June 2019 to offer a new blockchain-based 
digital payments industry through its social media platform. The project began hitting snags 
when regulatory pressure and a lack of firm response from Facebook and its various Libra 
defenders led to Mastercard, PayPal, Stripe, and Visa all bowing out of the so-called Libra 
Association in quick succession.
"The regulatory frameworks that apply to stablecoin issuers and service providers are 
inconsistent, creating opportunities for regulatory arbitrage and uncertainty among stablecoin 
users," Liang said in her opening statement at the Congress hearing.
She noted that Facebook attempted many times to enter the cryptocurrency market and its 
retreat was significant as to the risks involved.
"Some of the largest stablecoin issuers operate with limited regulatory oversight, raising 
significant questions about whether these stablecoins are adequately backed and other aspects 
of their operations," Liang said.
She said one of the most notable dangers of stablecoins was the "run risk", which refers to the 
potential loss of confidence in a stablecoin that sets off a wave of stablecoin redemptions, which 
could then be followed by distressed sales of the stablecoin’s reserve assets.
"The first stablecoin run is believed to have occurred in June 2021, when a sharp drop in the 
price of the assets used to back the stablecoin set off a negative feedback loop of stablecoin 
redemptions and further price declines," Liang said.
The other danger was "payment system risk", which referred to a disruption in the mechanisms 
used to store or transfer value, which could interfere with the ability of users to make or settle 
payments.
"Even if a stablecoin itself is adequately protected against run risk, problems related to the 
activities or entities that support the stablecoin could still interfere with its use as a means of 
payment, harming stablecoin users and resulting in a loss of payments efficiency," Liang said. 
The stablecoin industry grew by more than 500% in 2021 to reach a market capitalization of 
roughly $130 billion as users sought a less-risky digital payment to volatile cryptocurrencies 
such as Bitcoin, which swung from a record high of 68,925 in November to a low beneath 
$33,000 in January.
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Nominee for CENTCOM Commander Says Believes Russia Does Not Want Wbr With US - 
Testimony

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden's nominee for US Central 
Command (CENTCOM) chief It. Gen. Michael Kurilla said during his confirmation hearing on 
Tuesday that he believes Russia does not want to engage in war with the United States and 
emphasized he knows that V\feshington does not want to go to war with Moscow.
"I don't believe Russia wants to go to war with us. I know we don't want to go to war with 
Russia,” Kurilla told the US Senate hearing.
The situation regarding Ukraine has worsened in recent months as the United States and its 
allies have accused Russia of a troop buildup on the border with Ukraine in preparation fir an 
invasion.
Russia has said it has no plans to attack any country, including Ukraine, but reserves the right to 
move troops on its sovereign territory as it sees fit. Moreover, Russia has pointed to NATO’s 
plans to further expand eastward as a threat to its national security.
Moscow has meanwhile proposed security guarantees, but Washington responded without 
addressing the key points substantively.
The European Union has also expressed concern over possible disruption of Russia's energy 
supplies to Europe in the event of escalation of the situation with Ukraine, while holding talks 
with the United States and other energy supplier states on the issue.
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US Court Sets Next Hearing for Russia's Klyushin for March 9

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - A US district court in the state of Massachusetts has 
scheduled the next hearing for Vladislav Klyushin, a Russian national accused of making 
millions of dollars through hacking corporate earnings information, for March 9.
"I will set a further conference for March 9 at 3.30 pm," Judge Marianne Bowler said during a 
status conference on Tuesday, after both the government and the defense requested 30 days to 
review additional documents.
Klyushin owns M13, a company that provides media monitoring and cybersecurity services. The 
businessman was arrested in Switzerland in March 2021 and extradited to the US later that 
year. He and four other Russian nationals were charged in December with crimes in connection 
with an alleged global hacking and trading scheme that purportedly netted the defendants at 
least $82 million in profit through the use of stolen company data to inform trading decisions.
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The Justice Department accused them of hacking computer networks of two US filing agents, 
used by publicly traded companies to make quarterly and annual filings during the period 
between January 2018 and September 2020.
Klyushin denied all accusations during the initial hearing in early January. Bowler rejected his 
bail request and ordered that he be kept in prison until the trial.
In January, the Swiss authorities launched a criminal investigation into alleged illegal copying of 
information from Klyushin's devices.
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US Delegation Heads to Estonia for Global Media Freedom Conference ~ State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) ~ High-ranking US diplomats in charge of human rights 
will participate in the Global Conference for Media Freedom in Estonia later this week, the State 
Department said on Tuesday.
"Under Secretary for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights Uzra Zeya and Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor Lisa Peterson will visit Tallinn, 
Estonia, February 9-11 for the third Global Conference for Media Freedom," the statement read. 
Participation in the conference will demonstrate the US remains "resolute" that journalists 
worldwide "must be able to do their work free from threats, harassment, violence, and all forms 
of intimidation."
During the visit, Zeya and Peterson will meet with their Estonian counterparts to discuss human 
rights issues and emphasize US commitment to press freedom. Zeya will also lead the US 
delegation to the second Media Freedom Coalition Ministerial hosted by the UK, Canada and 
the Netherlands, according to the statement.
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RECAST - US General Pledges to Probe Thousands of Civilian Casualties in Middle East 
(Recasts to streamline lede, correct typo)
WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden's nominee to head the Central 
Command (CENTCOM) Lt. Gen. Michael Kurilla said during his confirmation hearing on 
Tuesday that he supports investigating thousands of civilian casualties resulting from US military 
operations in the Middle East over the past two decades.
“Every civilian casualty is a tragedy. I know that there is a process right now down at CENTCOM 
If confirmed, I would look to see how see how I can improve upon that process,” Kurilla told the 
US Senate hearing when asked whether he is willing to investigate reports of civilian casualties 
in the region.
Kurilla said if he is confirmed as CENTCOM commander he is willing to participate in a new plan 
on civilian harm mitigation announced by US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.
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The fact that thousands of civilians in the Middle East have become victims of US military 
operations hurts the troops’ credibility abroad, he added.
The Senate hearing took place following last week’s US operation in Syria to assassinate Abu 
Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, the leader of the Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia). 
The operation resulted in the death of at least four civilians - three children and one adult.
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US Welcomes OSCE Discussions on Transparency, Risk Reduction in Europe - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The United States welcomes discussions about 
enhancing military transparency and risk reduction at the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman said on Tuesday. 
“The United States believes the OSCE is a critical forum for discussing concerns about 
conventional military forces and proposals to enhance military transparency, deconfliction, and 
confidence-building. We welcome discussion of options to improve transparency around military 
exercises and see opportunities for risk reduction around military maneuvers,’’ Sherman said 
during remarks to the OSCE.
Sherman participated in the inaugural meeting of the Renewed OSCE European Security 
Dialogue in Vienna, Austria on Tuesday. The meeting was the initiative of OSCE Chairman and 
Polish Foreign Minister Zbigniew Rau.
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US Ready to Discuss Indivisibility of Security as Russia Requests - OSCE Ambassador

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The United States is ready to discuss with Russia the 
indivisibility of security at the Organization for Co-operation and Security in Europe (OSCE) as 
they have requested, Ambassador to the OSCE Michael Carpenter said on Tuesday.
"The Russian Federation has made clear that it wishes to discuss indivisibility of security, and 
frankly, we’re ready and willing to have that discussion... So our message to Russia is clear: 
let’s engage in dialogue and diplomacy, not conflict and confrontation," Carpenter told a press 
briefing.
The OSCE on Tuesday held the inaugural meeting of the Renewed OSCE European Security 
Dialogue in Vienna, Austria. The meeting was the initiative of OSCE Chairman and Polish 
Foreign Minister Zbigniew Rau.
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US General Pledges to Probe Thousands of Civilian Casualties in Middle East

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - It. Gen. Michael Kurilla, nominated by President Joe 
Biden to lead US Central Command (CENTCOM), said in a congressional hearing on Tuesday 
that he supports probing thousands of civilian casualties from US military operations in the 
Middle Eats over the past two decades.
"Every civilian casualty is a tragedy. I know that there is a process right now down at CENTCOM 
If confirmed, I would look to see how see how I can improve upon that process,” Kurilla told a 
US Senate hearing when asked whether he is willing to investigate reports of civilian casualties 
in the region.
Kurilla said if he is confirmed as CENTCOM commander he is willing to participate in a new plan 
on civilian harm mitigation announced by US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.
The fact that thousands of civilians in the Middle East have become victims of US military 
operations hurts the troops’ credibility abroad, he added.
The Senate hearing took place following last week’s US operation in Syria to assassinate Abu 
Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, the leader of the Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia). 
The operation resulted in the death of at least four civilians - three children and one adult.
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White House, Diplomats Resisted Afghan Evacuation Efforts by Military for Wseks - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The White House and the State Department hindered 
efforts by US military leaders to prepare evacuation of embassy personnel and allies from 
Afghanistan for weeks before Kabul's fall, underestimating the swift advance of the Taliban 
(under UN sanctions for terrorism), The \Afeshington Post reported on Tuesday, citing an Army 
investigative report.
The American military would have been "much better prepared to conduct a more orderly" 
evacuation "if policymakers had paid attention to the indicators of what was happening on the 
ground," Navy Rear Adm. Peter Vasely, the top US commander on the ground during the 
operation, was quoted in the 2,000-page report.
The report also documented the until now unknown violence American personnel faced; for 
example, one exchange of gunfire during which two Taliban fighters were killed after allegedly 
threatening a group of US marines and Afghan civilians, and another incident in which US 
soldiers killed a member of an elite Afghan strike unit and wounded six others after they fired on 
the Americans.
Moreover, the document says that in July, Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Farrell J. Sullivan wanted to 
prepare supplies to host 5,000 evacuees at the Kabul airport, but he was not allowed to discuss 
the possibility of a full-scale evacuation with anyone other than British officials. American military 
leaders said that administration officials feared that if the United States raised alarm, it would
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prompt other governments to quickly leave Afghanistan and would accelerate the fall of the 
government in Kabul.
The report also revealed that on August 9, President Joe Biden's advisers convened to discuss 
a possible closure of the embassy, but unanimously agreed it was still "premature."
The Taliban took over Afghanistan in mid-August, which led to the collapse of the previous 
government and mass evacuations from the Kabul airport. As crowds amassed at the airport 
and the area was hit by terrorist attacks, the Taliban ordered that all foreign evacuations end. 
Later, evacuations resumed.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Congressman Nehls Says US Capitol Police Illegally Investigated His Office

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - Congressman Troy Nehls issued a statement on 
Tuesday saying that the US Capitol Police (USCP) conducted an illegal investigation of him and 
his office last November.
"The [USCP] Intelligence Division investigated my office illegally and one of my staffers caught 
them in the act," Nehls said via Twitter. "On November 20th, 2021, Capitol Police entered my 
office without my knowledge and photographed confidential legislative products protected by the 
Speech and Debate clause enshrined in the Constitution, Article 1 Section 6."
Three other intelligence officers disguised as construction workers also entered the office again 
two days later while the House of Representatives was in recess, during which time they 
encountered one of Nehls’ staffers and questioned them about the contents of photographs they 
previously took, Nehls said.
Nehls also said that neither he nor any of his senior level staff were ever informed of the 
investigation or the reasons behind it.
Nehls said the investigation may be linked to his vocal criticism of US House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and the January 6 Select Committee probing the events at the US Capitol on January 6, 
2021.
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US Lawmakers Introduce Bill to Block Military Aid to Ukraine Until Southern Border Secured

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - American lawmakers introduced a bill to block military 
aid to Ukraine until the US southern border is secured, Rep. Matt Rosendale said on Tuesday. 
"Today, Representative Rosendale introduced the Secure America’s Borders First Act. This bill 
would prohibit the U.S. government from providing military and security assistance to Ukraine 
until the border wall system on the southern border is completed, and operational control of the 
southern border is achieved," the statement said.
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The Republican lawmaker's bill is co-sponsored by Representatives Andy Biggs, Bob Good,
Matt Gaetz, Paul Gosar, Jody Hice, Mary Miller, Ralph Norman, Bill Posey, and Randy Weber.
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US Trade Deficit Hit Record $859.1 Bln in 2021 - Commerce Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 8 (Sputnik) - The US trade deficit hit a record high of $859.1 billion in 
2021 as imports sharply overtook exports in an economy still struggling to recover from the 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic measures, Commerce Department data showed on 
Tuesday.
“For 2021, the goods and services deficit was $859.1 billion, up $182.4 billion from $676.7 
billion in 2020,” the Commerce Department said in a statement that detailed the trade balance 
for December as well for all of 2021.
A scrutiny of the Commerce Department’s historical data showed that the annual figure for 2021 
represented the highest US trade deficit on record.
In December, the trade deficit increased by $1.4 million, or 1.8%, to reach $80.7 billion from 
$79.3 billion the previous month. Economists surveyed by US media had projected a deficit of 
$83.0 billion.
The Commerce Department said the December exports stood at $228.1 billion, up $3.4 billion 
more than the November exports.
December imports were at $308.9 billion, higher by $4.8 billion from the previous month.
Supply chain disruptions from the two-year long pandemic have severely impacted the timely 
delivery of commodities and other critical supplies needed by manufacturers, delaying deliveries 
to stores as well as overseas buyers. On the other hand, importers have been buying more than 
their pre-pandemic pace to stock up depleted shelves.
The US economy grew by 5.7% in 2021, expanding from the 3.5% contraction in 2020 caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic measures.
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