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'No Hazardous Material Found' at Six Washington, DC Schools Following Bomb Threats - Police 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

On the first day of Black History Month in the United States, 14 Historic Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) had bomb threats made against them, which the FBI is investigating. 
Washington Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) reported on Wednesday that multiple 
schools in the US capital city were being evacuated due to bomb threats against them.
About 80 minutes after announcing the evacuations, MPD tweeted that "each of the schools 
have been cleared with no hazardous material found."
"MPD is responding to multiple bomb threats around the District including DCPS and DC 
Charter Schools," the city's police department tweeted on Wednesday afternoon. "Schools are 
currently being evacuated. Investigations are ongoing."
District of Columbia Public Schools spokesperson Enrique Gutierrez told local media there were 
"security threats" at Dunbar High School, Theodore Roosevelt High School, and Ron Brown 
College Preparatory High School. However, MPD also mentioned several other schools that 
received threats as well.
"All students and staff were safely evacuated in accordance with DCPS protocols. DC Public 
Schools values the safety of all our students, staff, and visitors and will continue to offer support 
to our school communities while the MPD investigations are ongoing," Gutierrez added.
Dunbar High School, located in the city's Truxton Circle neighborhood, was also evacuated a 
day prior due to another bomb threat made when Second Husband Doug Emhoff was visiting 
the school for an event.
All three targeted high schools have majority-Black student bodies.
This also comes just days after Howard University, a Historic Black University in the city, also 
had a bomb threat made against it. It was just one of 14 HBCUs against which threats were 
made at the beginning of Black History Month. Others included Bowie State University and 
Morgan State University, both in nearby Maryland.
Both the US Department of Justice and civil rights groups have warned of a dangerous rise in 
white supremacist and white nationalist groups and propaganda in the United States in recent 
years. They have targeted Black, Latino, Asian, and Jewish people and institutions, as well as 
those of the LGBTQ community.
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Trump Claims McConnell ‘Doesn’t Speak’ for GOP After Senator Condemns RNC Defense of 
January 6 Riot
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By - Morgan Artyukhina

In the latest exchange of barbs among Republican leaders, former US President Donald Trump 
claimed the US was “weak and embarrassed” because of Sen. Mitch McConnell’s (R-KY) 
refusal to support the January 6, 2021, insurrection by Trump supporters.
“Mitch McConnell does not speak for the Republican Party, and does not represent the views of 
the vast majority of its voters. He did nothing to fight for his constituents and stop the most 
fraudulent election in American history,” Trump said in a statement carried by the right-wing 
media networks that support him.
“If Mitch would have fought for the election, like the Democrats would have if in the same 
position, we would not be discussing any of the above today, and our Country would be 
STRONG and PROUD instead of weak and embarrassed,” Trump added.
His targeting of the Senate minority leader comes a day after McConnell criticized the 
Republican National Committee (RNC) for censuring two GOP lawmakers for sitting on a House 
committee probing the January 6 insurrection.
On February 4, the RNC Resolutions Committee unanimously voted to condemn Reps. Liz 
Cheney (R-WY) and Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) for “participating in a Democrat-led persecution of 
ordinary citizens engaged in legitimate political discourse” and disavowing all support for them 
by the party or its members.
In addition to such a strongly pro-Trump position, the RNC’s resolution aroused particular ire by 
referring to the violent assault on the US national legislature by Trump supporters on January 6, 
2021, as “legitimate political discourse.” The assault saw five people killed and Congress 
temporarily dispersed while they were engaged in an action mandated by the US Constitution: 
the certification of the results of the November 2020 US presidential election, which Joe Biden 

won.
The attackers failed to gain control over the election results, and after they were forced from the 
building by police and National Guard soldiers, federal lawmakers returned and completed the 
certification process. Several previously pro-Trump Republican lawmakers, like then-Georgia 
Senator Kelly Loeffler, were visibly shaken by the events and turned against the president, while 
others have remained defiantly supportive.
“It was a violent insurrection for the purpose of trying to prevent the peaceful transfer of power 
after a legitimately certified election from one administration to the next," McConnell said 
Tuesday in response to the RNC censure.
The leading Republican senator said he still has confidence in RNC Chair Ronna McDaniel, but 
that “the issue is whether or not the RNC should be sort of singling out members of our party 
who may have different views than the majority. That's not the job of the RNC."
In the aftermath of the January 2021 events, McConnell joined Cheneyand several other 
Republican members of Congress in supporting the Democrat-led impeachment of Trump, 
although in the Senate trial that was held that February, McConnell and a minority of senators 
voted to acquit the by-then-former president and Trump escaped legal censure.
However, McConnell wasn’t the only Republican to fire back at the RNC’s excommunication of 
Cheney and Kinzinger: Sen. John Cornyn of Texas blasted the committee, saying its actions 
were not “unifying,” and Alabama Senator Richard Shelby said the party should preserve a 
diversity of positions.
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Senators Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Mitt Romney (R-UT), two of the party’s leading members, 
also reportedly contacted McDaniel personally to discuss the matter.
Romney, who is McDaniel’s uncle, told reporters on Tuesday that the resolution “could not have 
been a more inappropriate" message from the GOR
“Anything that my party does that comes across as being stupid is not going to help us,”
Romney said.
Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) said the Trump supporters who “broke windows and breached the 
Capitol were not engaged in legitimate political discourse, and to say otherwise is absurd.”
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) adopted a more middling position, saying that Kinzinger and Cheney 
were “not helpful” by being on the January 6 Select Committee, which is subpoenaing many 
leading Republicans, members of Trump’s administration, and Trump sympathizers, such as 
Info wars owner Alex Jones.
However, Sen. Josh Hawley (R-MO), a strong supporter of Trump’s claim that Biden usurped 
the November 2020 election via massive voter fraud, which motivated the insurrectionists on 
January 6, said it was a distraction for Republicans to be “bashing other Republicans.”
“If you come to the state of Missouri and talk to Republicans, people who are going to be voting 
in our primary, they probably agree with what the RNC did," Hawley said.
McDaniel has tried to unring that bell, writing in a Townhall op-ed on Tuesday that the phrase 
“legitimate political discourse” referred to the peaceful protesters, not those who stormed the 
Capitol building. The RNC chair noted she had “repeatedly condemned the violence that 
occurred at the Capitol on January 6th” and blamed the “corporate news media” for twisting the 
resolution’s words.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

‘A New Axis’: NYT Slams Russia, China for Not Acting Like US, Had Few Harsh Words for
Hitler’s Rise
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Western media has foamed at the mouth over the growing friendship between Russia and 
China, portraying the two states as enemies of democracy. This follows the US state’s definition 
of the nations as “malign actors” against whose rise Washington must strategically focus itself. 
The latest article from the New York Times, by writer David Leonhardt, is provocatively titled 
New Axis.” Leonhardt frets that the recent joint statement by Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Chinese President Xi Jinping is aimed at the United States and quotes worryingly that they 
predict a “redistribution of power in the world” away from the US and Western Europe and 
toward multipolarity.
He also quotes several other similarly demonizing articles, quoting the Washington Post's 
Editorial Board in saying Moscow and Beijing seek to “make the world safe for dictatorship,” and 
another NYT piece from a previous round of hysterical fear mongering in March 2021 that 
referred to the two states as an “alliance of autocracies.”
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Leonhardt’s proof of Putin’s and Xi’s odious plans for world domination include China’s “zero 
covid” policy that has limited the country to just 4,600 pandemic deaths; that they refuse to 
intervene in the internal affairs of other nations; and that perennial marker of a nefarious villain: 
they criticize the United States!
One has to imagine that if China or Russia had allowed 900,000 people to die preventable 
deaths and readily intervened in foreign countries around the globe to advance its own agenda 
and force nations to abide by their values and practices, no US paper would be any less 
condemnatory. However, it’s the United States who does those things, so the best opposition a 
paper like the Times can muster is to quibble about the methods by which Washington does so. 
In reality, Russia and China have never referred to their relationship as an alliance, as they both 
oppose the formation of exclusive political blocs. Instead, the two nations cooperate as it suits 
them, and due to years of tireless US pressuring of them and of other states to become 
increasingly hostile toward them, that cooperation has become increasingly close.
In late 2017 and early 2018, the Trump administration outlined in a series of strategy documents 
how the US’ global strategy had to shift away from the War on Terror, which targeted 
anti-Western non-state actors and nations that allegedly supported them, and toward “great 
power competition” with Russia and China. The Biden administration has reaffirmed its 
commitment to former US President Donald Trump’s foreign policy agenda.
According to the US, Russia and China seek to upend the “rules-based international order,” a 
euphemism for the US-Europe-centered political, diplomatic, and economic world system that 
emerged after the Second World War and solidified in the 1990s, as the US became the world’s 
hegemonic power after the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact. In this world, 
the US calls the shots, and things that are good for the US are good for “democracy,” and things 
that are bad for the US are “authoritarian.”
This is how Leonhardt’s article can deride US allies Turkey and Hungary as part of the 
Moscow-Beijing “alliance of autocracies,” but lament the fact that the actually-autocratic Saudi 
monarchy, a US ally, attended the Winter Olympics in Beijing.
US Legacy of Aiding Fascists
The journalist’s comparison is itself telling: the original Axis powers, an alliance of fascist nations 
that rose to power in the 1930s after crushing some of Europe’s most powerful socialist and 
communist movements, formalized its friendship in the 1936 Anti-Comintern Pact. At the time, 
the only nation-state that was part of the Comintern, or Communist International, was the Soviet 
Union, but the alliance was also against socialist and communist movements, including those in 
Japan, Germany, Italy, and other signatories such as Finland and Romania, and the Red Army 
in China that fought the Japanese invasion and founded the People’s Republic of China in the 
years after the war.
The two countries that bore the brunt of that war, and of the genocides that followed, were 
China and the Soviet Union, the latter of which had Russia as its largest union republic. Roughly 
20 million Chinese were killed by the Japanese invasion and occupation, and the all-out assault 
on the USSR by Germany and her European allies killed 27 million in the Soviet Union, 15 
million of whom were from Russia.
The US played a major role in helping Germany in particular to prepare for the war, with 
American industrialists in DuPont, IBM, Ford, and many other companies investing heavily in the 
German arms industry and in the central industries that helped them perpetrate the Holocaust.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2022 12:11:55 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2022 12:11:55 PM

In the final phase of the war, the US “Gladio” program reached out to fascist groups across 
Western Europe and established a series of secretive “stay-behind” forces who would take up 
sabotage and irregular warfare against any future socialist or communist government.
Moreover, in crafting his racial policies that led to the persecution and murder of millions of 
Jews, Roma, Slavs and others, Nazi leader Adolf Hitler looked to the United States’ system of 
Jim Crow racial apartheid and its Native American Reservations for inspiration. Today, a 
powerful right-wing movement in the US seeks to ban teaching about that era in schools, 
labeling the practice “critical race theory” and demanding that a positive version that smooths 
over its brutalities be taught. Naturally, that effort has led to “both sides” teaching suggestions 
about lessons on the Nazi Holocaust, too.
In 1949, when the Western states allowed an independent West Germany to form and then to 
join the new NATO alliance against the Soviet-aligned socialist states, many former officers in 
Hitler’s army were allowed to join the West German government and even serve in NATO. The 
most infamous was Adolf Heusinger: after serving as the Operations Chief for the German Army 
General Staff from 1938 until 1944 and briefly becoming acting chief of the general staff, he then 
went on to become a military adviser to Konrad Adenauer, the first Chancellor of West Germany, 
and then head of West German military from 1957 to 1961 and chairman of the NATO Military 
Committee from 1961 until 1964.
It’s notable that even now, the US remains one of just two United Nations member states to vote 
against a draft resolution in November 2021 on combating glorification of Nazism and 
neo-Nazism - the other was Ukraine.
NYT Gushed Praise on Hitler’s Rise
The New York Times also spent decades publishing positive portrayals of Hitler and his 
government, beginning in 1924, when Hitler was released from prison after being locked up 
after a failed Nazi putsch in Munich, when the NYT wrote that imprisonment had left him 
"tamed" and "no longer to be feared."
After Hitler seized power in early 1933, implemented the dictatorial Enabling Acts, and 
annihilated the German Social Democratic Party and German Community Party, the Times’
Anne O’Hare McCormick received an exclusive interview with the Nazi leader. The storv they 
published described him as having “the sensitive hand of an artist” and uncritically adopted 
Hitler’s terminology of “cleaning” for the destruction of German democracy and murder of its 
leftist parties.
Later, when Berlin hosted the 1936 Olympic Games, the Times glowingly wrote that "however 
much one may deplore or detest some of the excesses of the Hitler regime, the games make 
clear beyond question the amazing new energy and determination that have come to the 
German people." An even more glowing article a few days later described the German people 
as "happy and amicable beyond reckoning" and the country as “happy and prosperous almost 
beyond belief.”
Would that the US Newspaper of Record could garner such high praise for “autocratic” China, 
which is presently hosting the Winter Olympics in Beijing. Instead, the Times comparedChina's 
“Zero Covid” policy, which has spared the country of mass death, to the Nazi genocide via an 
obtuse “banality of evil” reference.
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Libyan Prime Minister Reportedly Escapes Unharmed From Attempted Assassination 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid al-Dbeibeh, leader of the Government of National Unity, has 
survived an attempted assassination, Al-Hadath TV said early on Thursday morning.
According to an Al-Arabiya correspondent, the prime minister's car was beset by a hail of 
bullets, three of which struck his car. However, Dbeibeh has reportedly emerged unharmed.
The outlet said the attackers had not been caught or identified.
The attack comes just hours before Libyans are due to the hit the polls and vote for a new 
government in an election delayed since December. Ahead of that vote, Dbeibeh's office was 
besieged by gunmen after a powerful militia declared its opposition to the vote.
"I will not allow new transitional periods. We will not retreat from our role in government that we 
pledged to the people until elections are achieved," Dbeibeh said in a speechTuesdav.
If the vote goes ahead, just two of the seven candidates who have declared themselves, Fathi 
Bashagha and Khaled al-Bibas, will actually appear on the ballot, as the rest reportedly did not 
complete the necessary paperwork.
The vote is opposed by the Libyan parliament in Tobruk, which has largely stood against the 
governments in Tripoli since the 2011 overthrow of leader Muammar Gaddafi by a 
NATO-backed uprising, which was followed by a long civil war.
Earlier this week, the parliament said it would name a new prime minister and lay out the format 
for an interim government and elections in 2023. Dbeibeh is unlikely to yield, creating a new 
situation with two rival governments, as existed before his appointment by a UN-moderated 
process last year.
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Trump Lawyer Giuliani Allegedly Asked Michigan Prosecutor for Voting Machines After 2020 
Election
By - Evan Craighead

A December 2020 audit conducted by Michigan officials and Democratic and Republican 
representatives found that then-US President Donald Trump won Antrim County—a county with 
more than 15,700 votes submitted. However, the small variance did not support Trump's claim 
that election equipment caused "systemic fraud" and influenced election results.
Rudy Giuliani, a former personal lawyer to Trump, and other legal advisers to the then-US 
president, attempted to obtain Antrim County's voting machines after Trump's loss in the 2020 
presidential election, according to a Republican prosecutor in Michigan.
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James Rossiter, the prosecuting attorney for Antrim County in northern Michigan, told the 
Washington Post in a recent interview that Giuliani, along with several other collaborators, 
asked for the machines to be turned over after the county misreported that then-Democratic 
presidential nominee Joe Biden appeared to have beaten Trump by 3,000 votes, despite the 
county being historically Republican.
Rossiter reportedly declined their request, which was initially made during a November 20,
2020, phone call.
"I said, ‘I can’t just say: give them here.’ We don’t have that magical power to just demand 
things as prosecutors," he told The Post. "You need probable cause."
Even if he did have grounds to secure the voting machines as evidence, the items could not be 
released to outsiders, or those lacking legal authority.
Election officials claimed that the inaccurate result—which showed Biden ahead of Trump by 
3,000 votes, with 98% of ballots counted—was due to a human error. Dominion Voting Systems, 
which has been cited in several election conspiracy theories, also said the "issue with election 
results reporting in Antrim County was due to user-error." Trump ultimately won the county, but 
lost the state.
"I never expected in my life I’d get a call like this," Rossiter declared.
A day before Giuliani's reported phone call, Antrim County Clerk Sheryl Guy, a Republican 
working with the office for more than four decades, asserted to state legislators that "human 
error did not in any way, shape or form affect the official election results of Antrim County."
She went on to claim that the error would have ultimately been caught by the tabulator 
machines, which provide receipts of the votes.
Details about the unusual request come alongside the US House Select Committee to 
Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol probe into the January 6, 2021, 
attack on the US Capitol building. Giuliani, who has not represented Trump in legal matters for 
about a year, was one of several subpoenaed by the group last month over their respective 
roles in attempts to subvert the 2020 presidential election results.
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Pentagon Holds Trilateral Meeting with South Korea, Japan Defense Chiefs Over DPRK Missile 
Tests
By - Evan Craighead

On Tuesday, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea's Foreign Ministry published a 
statement declaring that North Korea was the only county that can "shake the world by firing a 
missile with the US mainland in its range." The memo also touted that only a handful of 
countries possess "hydrogen bombs, [ICBMs], and hypersonic missiles."
The US, South Korea, and Japan met on Wednesday to reaffirm their trilateral security 
cooperation against North Korea's "weapons of mass destruction and missile programs," 
according to a same-day release issued by Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby.
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Attendees included US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, South Korean Minister of National 
Defense Duh Wbok and Japanese Defense Minister Nobuo Kishi.
During the meeting, leaders discussed the DPRK's recent series of ballistic missile tests, 
including the record seven launches observed in January. The Pentagon memo detailed that the 
launches have not only destabilized regional security, but also come as "a clear violation of 
multiple United Nations Security Council resolutions."
The group plans to hold an in-person Trilateral Defense Ministerial to "close trilateral 
coordination in the face of the DPRK's missile launches." No date has been set for the meeting. 
"The U.S. commitment to the defense of Japan and the ROK is ironclad," the Pentagon 
proclaimed.
The Pentagon's vague issuance comes hours after Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Zhao Lijian called on the US to cease imposing sanctions and pressure on the DPRK and its 
people.
"It should give due importance to the denuclearisation measures taken by Pyongyang, respond 
to the legitimate and fair concerns of the DPRK, and take measures to ease sanctions on North 
Korea," Zhao said on Wednesday.
V\feshington and Seoul officials have expressed fears about Pyongyang's Hwasong-12 launch 
on January 30, arguing that it could serve as a precursor to the DPRK resuming tests of its 
intercontinental ballistic missiles or nuclear weapons.
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Come Again? Ohio Mayor Warns That Ice Fishing Could Be Slippery Slope to Prostitution 
By - Evan Craighead

Hudson, Ohio, a suburban community outside of Akron with a population of some 22,000, made 
national headlines in September 2021 after Mayor Craig Shubert characterized a book of writing 
prompts used in senior-level high school writing classes as "child pornography." Widespread 
attention resulted in a slew of threats against school board officials.
Angling may lead to hookers, according to Hudson Mayor Craig Shubert, who argued his unique 
position during a city council workshop on Tuesday.
Following several minutes of discussion on whether ice fishing should be permitted at Hudson 
Springs Park, home to a 50-acre lake, Shubert urged council members to consider the 
implications of approving such an act, as it could open a sex-for-cash Pandora's Box.
"If you open this up to ice fishing—while on the surface it sounds good—then what happens 
next year? Does someone come back and say I want an ice shanty on Hudson Springs Park for 
'x' amount of time?" the Hudson mayor asked, gazing slowly around the room.
"And if you then allow ice fishing with shanties, then that leads to another problem: prostitution," 
Shubert said, appearing to stun Council President Chris Foster, shown in the same frame. "Now 
you got the police department involved."
"Just data points to consider," suggested the small town mayor, who's position is merely 
ceremonial.
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After a moment of awkward silence, council member Chris Banwegelicited chuckles from his 
colleagues by proclaiming, "Okay. So, I'm not in favor of shanties."
Foster is then seen smiling as he carefully places his hand on Shubert's shoulder.
As of this article's publication, the ceremonial mayor's remarks have accrued hundreds of 
thousands of views across social platforms.
Shubert's semi-viral moment comes just a few months after Summit County prosecutor Sherri 
Bevan Walsh accused him of "reckless conduct"that resulted in "threats, fear, and hate-filled 
words from around the country."
The accusation related to the mayor calling for several school board members to resign or face 
criminal charges for allowing what he characterized as "child pornography" into a college-level 
writing course taken by seniors in high school.
The book in question was "642 Things to Write About," a collection of writing prompts that, at 
the time, had been in use for at least five years by the school system. The prompts, which do 
not contain images of child pornography, included three "adult" scenarios: two including sex and 
one including alcohol.
None of the three prompts had been selected in previous years, and all three included a waiver 
requiring parents to sign off on adult themes.
Despite threats toward school board officials, the Summit County prosecutor's office did not 
charge Shubert,
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Abreast With Society: Adidas Frees the Nipple to Launch Inclusive Sports Bra Campaign 
By - Evan Craighead

Followers of Adidas and other netizens had mixed emotions after Adidas took to social media 
on Wednesday to unveil its latest collection of sports bras.
Adidas released this message alongside a 5x5 image featuring 25 unique sets of breasts (*Be 
advised, the linked image may offend some parties):
"We believe women’s breasts in all shapes and sizes deserve support and comfort. Which is 
why our new sports bra range contains 43 styles, so everyone can find the right fit for them."
A full-size poster featuring additional sets of breasts was erected outside of the Adidas 
headquarters in Herzogenaurach, Germany.
A post bv @benmavorwhite applauded Adidas and Twitter user @HyperCait for their 
contribution to the campaign, which appears to have come about thanks to Adidas employees 
themselves.
It's unclear if the employees who consented to the release were compensated.
As expected, the nude campaign rollout against traditional sports bra sizes elicited both support 
and objection from those around the world.
"Stunning billboard! Refreshing to see breasts of all shapes and sizes in a non-sexual manner. 
Great work by all involved to get this approved," replied Twitter user @LadyGrey1111, while
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@Pushthekush2 quipped that "If I was 12 years old, you'd find me hiding in those bushes for 
hours."
"That wouldn’t fly in the United States," noted Twitter user @HashMonie."Lawsuits would be 
flying left and right. Hurt feelings and people being offended. Probably spin some racial things to 
it somehow as well.."
"I’d like to see an equivalent ad promoting jock straps," said @Louise mtn wmn.
Others were not as thrilled with the display.
"It's just a REALLY good thing I didn't scroll by this while in an office setting." tweeted 
@Machtvn. to the displeasure of many. "And, yes, I believe the human body is beautiful, it 
doesn't mean I need or want to see the parts meant for their husbands and babies."
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Italian Woman Found Dead Sitting in Dining Room Chair Two Years After Her Death 
By - Mary Manley

Newly surfaced reports have revealed that the body of a 70-year-old Italian woman was found 
inside her home near Lake Como, in northern Italy, two years after her death.
Officials have identified the deceased as Marinella Beretta, and have revealed that her body 
was found sitting in a chair in her dining room after the Como fire brigade responded to 
complaints about trees in her garden, according to France24. It was reported that authorities 
responded to her home over concerns that trees in the area could be uprooted by recent strong 
winds.
Beretta’s cause of death remains unknown but examiners believe she died sometime toward the 
end of 2019.
Como City Hall press officer Francesca Manfredi confirmed the incident to CNN on Wednesday. 
Manfredi says no relatives of Beretta have come forward yet, and that local police are 
investigating to see if she had any surviving relatives.
Como Mayor Mario Landriscina said that the government will take care of Beretta’s funeral 
arrangements and is encouraging members of the community to attend her funeral. “This is the 
moment to be together, and even if this woman had no relatives, we could become her 
relatives,” said Landriscina.
“Taking care of each other is the experience of families, institutions, of our being citizens. No 
one should be alone," Elena Bonetti, Italy’s minister for family and equal opportunities, wrote on 
Facebook. "What happened to Marinella Beretta in Como, the forgotten loneliness, hurts our 
consciences. Remembering her life is the duty of a community that wants to remain united.”
A 2018 report by the National Statistics Institute previously found that nearly 40% of Italians 
over the age of 75 live alone and do not have relatives, nor friends, to turn to in the case of an 

emergency.
“Many of us still have memories of the chaotic, branched families of peasant Italy. Instead, the 
modern family is reduced to an ever tighter fist: two spouses and a couple of children, at best. 
And when [one does not] have even spouses or children, you die alone, [or] live alone, which is
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almost worse,” Massimo Gramellini. editorialist for the Corriere della Sera newspaper, wrote of 
Beretta’s death.
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Doctors Ignored a 24 Year-Old Woman’s Cries for Help for Years, Misdiagnosed Her Cancer as 
Stress
By - Mary Manley

In the health world, female patients are often subject to gaslighting by medical professionals. 
Hannah Catton suffered when almost a dozen physicians excused her cancerous symptoms as 
stress - one physician went so far as to suggest that the 24 year-old should “try losing weight.” 
Catton’s symptoms began in late 2018 with frequent urinary tract infections, symptoms that were 
quickly dismissed by doctors. When she later returned to tell them about her irregular periods, 
and complaints about bloating, constipation, diarrhea and extreme pain, she was once more 
ignored.
After being disregarded by almost a dozen doctors over the course of three years, Catton 
eventually succumbed to the extreme pain she’d been experiencing and collapsed in October 
2021, forcing her to go to the emergency room. She would later find out her symptoms were the 
result of ovarian cancer.
At the hospital, surgeons pulled a large cancerous mass from one of her ovaries. The mass was 
almost the size of a volleyball, weighing 4.5 pounds.
About three days after the tumor was removed and tested, doctors found that the cancer hadn’t 
spread in Catton; however, because the tumor had gone unchecked for so long, it ruptured. She 
eventually underwent chemotherapy treatment in case residual cancer remained.
Catton had moved to Australia from England, making the call back home to her parents difficult. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Australia’s travel restrictions meant the 24 year-old had to 
undergo surgery and medical treatment alone, without her parents by her side.
“My parents - they just feel helpless. Like, what can you do over the phone?” she said.
After researching ovarian cancer Catton discovered that it is difficult to detect because of its 
vague symptoms, and unlike other gynecologic cancers, there are no reliable screening tests. 
After finally getting a diagnosis, as well as some answers, she went back to the doctors who 
dismissed her to tell them they got it wrong - this time, they didn’t ignore her. The physicians told 
her they would go through ovarian cancer awareness training to help them spot symptoms in 
the future. Now, Catton wants to use her experience to advocate for other women, so no one 
has to suffer the way she did.
“As a patient, we should feel comfortable and confident enough to advocate for ourselves,” she 
said, adding, “If I’d have seen a story like this a year ago, two years ago, maybe it would have 
made me be a bit more forceful in how I was approaching it with doctors and saying, ‘No, listen 
to me.’”
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Serious health issues faced by women are usually reduced to insignificant diagnosis, such as 
stress, anxiety, or “normal” period pain, when what women are facing could be as serious as 
cancer, heart disease, or any other life-threatening illnesses.
A study published in Academic Emergency Medicine found that women who went to the 
emergency room with severe stomach pain had to wait 33% longer than men with the same 
symptoms.
When asked about this disparity in an article published by Katz Institute for Women’s Health, Dr. 
Stephanie McNally said. “It’s no accident that the word ‘hysteria’ originates from the Greek word 
for ‘uterus’. There’s still this pervasive belief in the medical community that anytime a woman 
complains about her health, it’s either related to her hormones or all in her head.”
“Unfortunately, these sorts of beliefs still carry on today,” she added.
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Photo: Mars' Rocky Terrain Leave Curiosity Rover's Wheels Beat 
By - Mary Manley

Photos captured by the Mars Hand Lens Imager (MAHLI) recently revealed the Curiosity rover’s 
wheels have sustained major damage during its nearly decadelong career. One of its six 
aluminum wheels is shown to be in particularly bad shape with multiple holes, raised treads and 
cracks.
Despite the obvious damage sustained by the robot, NASA says there’s nothing to worry about. 
Even if Curiosity’s six aluminum wheels look as though they should be replaced, Andrew Good, 
a spokesperson for NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Southern California, says their eyes on 
the ground don't have to retire just yet. “The current predicted odometry remaining is expected 
to be sufficient to support Curiosity throughout the remainder of the mission,” he wrote in an 
email to Space.
Curiosity, which is roughly the size of a car, has been sustaining damage to its wheels since 
beginning its mission to explore Mars’ Gale Crater in 2012. Since then, the rover has been 
checking back in with its colleagues on planet Earth, as it's designed to snap photos of its 
wheels every 500 meters it travels, although that distance was recently extended to 1,000 
meters.
Curiosity’s mission began in order to determine if the area might have supported microbial life in 
the past. NASA’s robot has answered these questions, finding that the Gale Crater on Mars had 
at one point held a lake-and-stream system that most likely persisted for millions of years.
Since 2014, the robot’s new mission has been to try and find clues that may answer the 
question of how this planet, which used to have a warm and hydrated atmosphere, turned into 
the dry and cold desert planet that we recognize today.
Curiosity has traveled a total of 16.86 miles on Mars to answer the scientific community’s 
burning questions. Though that distance may not seem like much, NASA says an “emergency 
stop” command would take 14 minutes to reach Curiosity, meaning the robot has to travel 
slower than a snail so as to avoid any serious safety issues.
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The rover’s protege, Perseverance, is expected to live up to its name, as the robot was built with 
wheels that are slightly larger than Curiosity’s and have twice as many treads, making them 
more sustainable than those fitted on its predecessor. Perseverance has been working at the 
Jezero Crater since February 2021.
All in all, Curiosity has done surprisingly well despite the jagged terrain of its workplace, but that 
hasn’t stopped people from taking to Twitter to crack jokes on its behalf.
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No Soup for You: MTG Leaves Netizens Laughing After Mixing Up ‘Gestapo’ & ‘Gazpacho’
By - Mary Manley

Lacking both the credibility to make such references, as well as a dictionary, US Rep. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene (R-GA) becoming a laughing stock on Wednesday after she referred to the 
Gestapo - the Nazi Germany police force - as the “gazpacho.” To clarify: gazpacho is a Spanish 
cold soup made of vegetables.
Greene is back with more inaccuracies this week, choosing to draw comparisons between Nazi 
Germany and the US government yet again on Wednesday, despite the fact that Greene is an 
evangelical Christian who was born almost three decades after WWII ended, and has already 
recieved public condemnation by both the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Orgnaizations and the Republican Jewish Coaltion for her rhetoric concerning the Holocaust. 
The slip of the tongue came when the congresswoman appeared for an interview with the 
podcast “Real America with Dan Bal,” and had been deep in conversation about the 
wrongdoings of the House panel investigating the January 6 Capitol riot.
During the interview, Greene referred to the District of Columbia Jail as the “D.C. Gulag” while 
saying, “...now we have [House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi’s gazpacho police spying on members 
of Congress, spying on legislative work that we do, spying on American citizens that want to 
come talk to their representatives.”
And just like that, the lawmaker’s words set off Twitter with the quickness as netizens made 
references to Seinfeld’s “Soup Nazi” episode.
“I join her in her fight against both the Gazpacho police and their collaborationist allies in the 
Vichyssoise,” wrote one Twitter user.
Spanish-born chef Jose Andreas wrote: “Dear @RepMTG the Gazpacho police was created by 
me in 1993 to make sure that no one will add Tabasco or jalalpeno or strange things to my 
beloved soup! Please don’t blame anybody else but me... stop by for a glass anytime. Don’t 
forget your mask and vaccination card!”
Another netizen remarked: “With the Gazpacho Police, every crime is a cold case.”
Not wanting to leave all the fun to her critics, Greene even jumped in on the Twitter storm - this 
time offering yet another nod to a veggie-filled Central European soup: Goulash.
“No soup for those who illegally spy on members of Congress, but they will be thrown in the 
goulash,” she wrote.
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The attack Greene is leveling against Pelosi is in reference to claims, which have been made by 
multiple Republicans, that US Capitol Police are spying on lawmakers under Pelosi’s orders as 
part of the ongoing January 6 investigations.
US Rep. Troy Nehls (R-TX) is one of the accusers, most recently accusing the Capitol Police of 
“illegally” entering his office in November when, in actuality, an officer had noticed the door to 
his office had been left open. The individual proceeded into the office to ensure there were no 
intruders.
Although a report on the incident was later filed and the potential intruder matter was clarified, 
the encounter has remained in the spotlight as Nehls recently issued a full-fledged attack 
against Pelosi, while also accusing the Capitol Police of being under her control.
US Capitol Police Chief Tom Manger, who has been in his position for 21 years, has denied the 
unsubstantiated claims, calling them a disservice to the men and women in his department.
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National Archives Reportedly Asks Justice Dept, to Investigate Trump Over White House 
Records
By - Nevin Brown

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has requested the Justice 
Department (DOJ) examine former US President Donald Trump’s handling of White House 
records. The federal agencies are reportedly mulling whether to investigate the former 
commander-in-chief over possible criminal activity.
The NARA referral to the DOJ is in response to the discovery of 15 boxes of documents 
retrieved from Trump’s Mar-a-Lago, Florida, mansion, that were not returned to the government 
after the former Republican president left office. There are also concerns that many of the 
documents were torn up.
According to sources, officials suspect Trump to have violated laws pertaining to the handling of 
government documents. It is possible some were classified documents.
The discussions remain preliminary and it is uncertain whether the Justice Department will take 
up the matter.
The Presidential Records Act (PRA), passed in 1978, mandates the preservation of all 
presidential records and makes their legal ownership public. The act also places the 
responsibility of adhering to the statutes on the incumbent president. The act was a direct 
response to the Watergate scandal and former US President Richard Nixon’s attempt to destroy 
Oval Office records.
A report from 2018 claimed that Trump habitually ripped up documents, causing aides to tape 
them back together so as not to violate the PRA.
Anne Weismann, chief counsel for Citizens for Ethics and Responsibility, believes the US 
Justice Department should investigate the matter.
Weismann said: “If they don’t investigate, given how flagrant these violations appear to be, it 
would basically be saying there is no accountability under the statue.”
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“Imagine the scenario if Trump was reelected and what that would mean, and there was no 
consequences for all of these violations. He could have an entire White House that just thumbed 
their nose at the Presidential Records Act,” she stated, adding, “I understand through the 
climate we live in, everything is viewed through a political lens. But I don’t think that should stop 
the Justice Department at all.”
Trump, throughout his single term and during his post-presidency, claims that he is not in 
violation of any US laws.
On Wednesday, Trump released a statement suggesting that his discussion with NARA was 
“collaborative and respectful” and that he had arranged for the “transport of boxes that 
contained Presidential Records in compliance with the Presidential Records Act.”
NARA is without a real enforcement mechanism for violations of the PRA, according to legal 
experts. Federal law states that it is only a crime to destroy a document if someone does so 
knowing they are breaking the law.
The contents of the documents retrieved from Mar-a-Lago have not been revealed.
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1/6 Panel Subpoenas Trump Adviser Peter Navarro Over Alleged Efforts to Change 2020 
Election Results 
By - Nevin Brown

The House Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol 
has issued a subpoena to Peter Navarro. Navarro was a trade adviser to President Donald 
Trump during the Capitol attack and has subsequently written a book about the administration's 
plans to overturn the results of the 2020 Presidential Election.
In the subpoena, the Committee states that the combination of "publicly available information 
and information produced to the Select Committee" indicates that Navarro has "documents and 
information that are relevant to the Select Committee's investigation."
The Committee does not detail any of the non-public information they have gathered but does 
use publicly-available information, much of it directly produced by Navarro.
It cites a Rolling Stone article by Tim Dickinson, that details Navarro's and former Trump advisor 
Steve Bannon's plan to delay the certification of the 2020 presidential election and overturn the 
results. The plan was titled the "Green Bay Sweep" after a football play from the 1960s 
designed by iconic Green Bay Packers coach Vince Lombardi in which a running back would 
push their way into the endzone behind a phalanx of blockers.
In an interview with the Daily Beast. Navarro claimed that “It was a perfect plan,” and that “We 
had over 100 congressmen committed to it.” The January 6 "Green Bay Sweep" was, "designed 
to get [Republicans] 24 hours of televised hearings,” and "bypass the corporate media," 
according to Navarro.
The Committee cites Navarro's plethora of public comments on January 6 as a primary reason 
for their interest in his testimony.
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"Because you have already discussed these and other relevant issues in your recently 
published book, in interviews with reporters, and, among other places, on a podcast, we look 
forward to discussing them with you, too," the subpoena reads.
The Committee set a date of February 23, 2022, for Navarro to produce the requested 
documents, with a March 2, 2022, date set for a deposition.
Navarro released a statement indicating that he will not comply with Select Committee's 
subpoena.
"As the domestic terrorists running the January 6 partisan witch hunt are well aware, President 
Trump has invoked Executive Privilege; and it is not my privilege to waive. They should 
negotiate any waiver of the privilege with the president and his attorneys directly, not through 
me," Navarro's statement reads.
Navarro directs the Select Committee to reference, "Chapter 21 of In Trump Time for what is in 
the public record about the Green Bay Sweep plan to insure election integrity."
In December 2021. Navarro was subpoenaed by Congress over the Trump administration's 
handling of the coronavirus pandemic. Navarro, originally brought in as a trade advisor, was 
closely consulted on the administration's virus strategy.
Navarro reportedly refused to testify due to a "direct order" from Donald Trump, and was told to 
claim executive privilege to prevent his testimony.
Navarro wrote to the committee on December 7, 2021, stating “This matter is out of my hands 
and something that the Sub-Committee should discuss with President Trump’s counsel.”
The vast majority of individuals subpoenaed by the Committee have cooperated with the 
investigation without incident. A few individuals have refused to testify. Thus far, only Bannon 
and former Trump-era White House chief of staff Mark Meadows have been held in Contempt of 
Congress over their failure to cooperate.
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Fauci: ‘Full-Blown Pandemic Phase’ on the Way Out for Americans 
By - Nevin Brown

Dr. Anthony Fauci, who serves as the head the US' National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, stated in a Financial Times article published on Tuesday that the United States is 
heading out of its “full-blown pandemic phase.” He also suggested that health guidelines will 
increasingly be made at the local level.
The primary takeaway from the interview appears to be Fauci’s belief that COVID-19 is here to 
stay. “There is no way we are going to eradicate this virus,” the top medical adviser to the US 
president said.
While Fauci wasn’t optimistic that COVID-19 will soon be a thing of the past, he did suggest that 
the restrictions it has caused could be.
“I hope we are looking at a time when we have enough people vaccinated and enough people 
with protection from previous infection that the COVID restrictions will soon be a thing of the 
past,” Fauci said.
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With the reality that COVID-19 could soon become endemic through the US health care 
system’s improved ability to combat the virus, Fauci believes that Washington can soon begin to 
take a lesser role in handling the pandemic.
Fauci said, "As we get out of the full-blown pandemic phase of COVID-19, which we are 
certainly heading out of, these decisions will increasingly be made on a local level rather than 
centrally decided or mandated."
He also suggested that individuals will have the ability to choose how they deal with the new 
reality, saying, "There will also be more people making their own decisions on how they want to 
deal with the virus."
Beginning in the first week of February, data shows that the coronavirus pandemic has quickly 
abated in the United States, while also slowing globally. According to the World Health 
Organization, the US saw a 50% decline in case numbers while there was a 17% decline 
globally.
The vaccination rate in the United States has continued to rise after an initial surge in 
vaccinations in the first months of its availability. Approximately 76% of Americans have 
received at least one vaccination shot and 27% have gotten a booster.
A US Census Bureau poll from late 2021 showed that 85% of adult Americans have been 
vaccinated. Of the 15% of unvaccinated respondents, 2% said they hadn’t been vaccinated due 
to access and 10% said their doctor had recommended against it, 42% said they don’t trust the 
vaccine, and 50% were concerned about side effects.
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$1 Million Painting Vandalized by ‘Bored’ Museum Security Guard, Officials Reveal 
By - Nevin Brown

After two months, it has come out that the vandalizing culprit of Anna Leporskaya's “Three 
Figures” painting was a “bored” security guard. The exact value of the painting is unknown, but 
it was insured for £740,000 ($1,001,534) by the Alfa insurance company.
The “Three Figures” painting depicts three featureless figures. That was, until a bored security 
guard decided to add some realism to the painting. According to reports, the guard used a 
ballpoint pen to add a set of eyes to two of the figures.
The artistic additions were spotted on December 7, 2021, by two visitors to the Yeltsin Center in 
Yekaterinburg, Russia, where the painting was part of their “The World as Non-Objectivity. The 
Birth of a New Art” exhibit. The painting was on loan from the State Tretyakov Gallery in 
Moscow, Russia.
The modification by the guard has been deemed an act of vandalism and has spurred an 
investigation. On Tuesday, the Yeltsin Center released a statement as a result of their 
investigation.
“We inform you that during the investigation, the person who painted the eyes on the figures in 
the painting by Anna Leporskaya was identified - this is an employee of a private security 
organization that carries out security activities of the Yeltsin Center,” the statement read.
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The security guard was allegedly a 60-year-old man who has since been fired. Police in 
Yekaterinburg have opened a vandalism investigation. If found guilty, the perpetrator could face 
a £395 (40,058 RUB) fine and a one-year correctional labor sentence. The identity of the 
security guard has not been released.
The damage was not deemed to have ruined the painting.
According to the Yeltsin Center, “The work was inspected by the restorer of the State Tretyakov 
Gallery the very next day and sent to Moscow. The painting is being restored, the damage, 
according to the expert, can be eliminated without consequences for the work of art.”
The damage to the painting was reported to be £2,470 (RUB 250,000). The security firm has 
paid for the damages.
Anna Leporskaya was born in 1900 during the Russian Empire, and studied under the famed 
avant-garde Russian artist Kazimir Malevich. She is most famous for her work with artistic 
porcelain. The “Three Figures” painting was produced over a three-year period between 
1932-34.
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US Jobless Claims Drop for 3rd Week in Row Thursday - Labor Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US unemployment claims fell for a third week in a row, 
according to Labor Department data on Thursday that provided further assurance to 
policy-makers aiming to achieve consistent jobs growth two years into the coronavirus 
pandemic.
"In the week ending February 5, the advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was 
223,000, a decrease of 16,000 from the previous week's revised level,” the Labor Department 
said in a news release. Claims for jobless benefits fell by almost 240,000 and just above 
260,000 back-to-back in the prior two weeks.
After staggering unemployment triggered by the outbreak of the novel coronavirus in March of 
2020, the labor market has picked up strongly, showing a jobless rate of 4% in January from a 
record high of 14.8% in April 2020. The Federal Reserve regards a jobless rate of 4% or below 
as “maximum employment.”
The unemployment number is crucial for the Federal Reserve, which is mandated with growing 
the labor market and economy while keeping inflation at 2% or below a year. That last goal has 
been a major challenge for the central bank as data on US consumer prices on Thursday 
indicated inflation grew at a rate of 7.5% in the year to January - the highest in 40 years.
Inflation has significantly increased over the past two years after the Federal Reserve slashed 
rates to almost zero after the coronavirus outbreak and provided more than $2 trillion in stimulus 
support for credit markets. Moreover, the US federal government spent trillions of dollars more 
on pandemic relief measures, while employers paid out higher wages to working Americans.
All that money, along with supply chain bottlenecks arising from the pandemic, has created 
soaring inflation as the economy grew 5.7% last year after a 3.5% contraction in 2020. The
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Federal Reserve now says the United States needs a series of interest rate hikes to bring 
inflation back under control.
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Canadian Protesters Using Farm Equipment Block Emerson Border Crossing to US - Police

TORONTO, February 9 (Sputnik) - Canadian protesters are using motor vehicles and farm 
equipment to block the Emerson Port of Entry linking the US state of North Dakota and the 
province of Manitoba, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) said on Thursday.
"A demonstration involving a large number of vehicles & farm equipment is blocking the 
Emerson Port of Entry. No traffic is getting through either northbound or southbound. The Port of 
Entry is shut down. Please avoid the area,” the RCMP’s Manitoba division said in a statement 
via Twitter.
The demonstration is presumably linked to the wave of protests across Canada that began in 
mid-January, with thousands of truckers and other demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to 
express strong opposition to vaccine mandates for truckers crossing the US-Canada border.
The protest has since evolved into an anti-government demonstration, with various groups 
uniting in opposition of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
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Tesla to Recall About 27,000 Cars in US Over Heat Pump Problem - Traffic Safety Agency

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Tesla will recall approximately 27,000 vehicles in the 
United States because of cabin heating systems that may not defrost the windshield quickly, the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) said on Thursday.
"Windshield defrost performance that does not fully comply with FMVSS 103 may cause 
reduced windshield visibility in certain conditions, which may increase the risk of a collision.
Tesla is not aware of any crashes, injuries or fatalities related to this condition," NHTSA said.
The recall includes some new 2021-22 Model 3, Model Y, Model S and Model X vehicles.
Earlier in February, NHTSA announced that Tesla will recall approximately 54,000 vehicles in 
the United States with Full Self-Driving (Beta) software because it lets vehicles roll past stop 
signs without coming to a complete halt. The recall includes some 2016-2022 Model S and 
Model X, 2017-2022 Model 3 and 2020-2022 Model Y vehicles.
In 2018, the company recalled 123,000 Model S vehicles due to corroding bolts in the steering 
system.
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Ottawa Officers Negotiate Departure of Dozen More Protest Trucks - Police

TORONTO, February 9 (Sputnik) - Ottawa police said on Thursday that they have negotiated 
the departure of a dozen more trucks obstructing traffic as part of the convoy protesting 
vaccination mandates.
"Officers were able to negotiate for a dozen more trucks to leave Coventry Rd. Ten trucks also 
left Ottawa from the Bank and Laurier area. Another vehicle was towed for obstructing traffic 
near Nepean and Bank," the Ottawa Police Service (OPS) said in a statement via Twitter.
The convoy, which initially converged upon the downtown area adjacent to Parliament Hill, has 
in recent days spread to other areas throughout the city, including Coventry Road, east of the 
city center, as officials in Ottawa continue to plead with the demonstrators to leave.
On Wednesday, Ottawa police announced that they would begin arresting protesters obstructing 
or interfering with the operation of city infrastructure.
The wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and 
other demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates 
for truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an 
anti-government demonstration, with various groups uniting in opposition of Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.
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US Consumer Prices Up 7.5% in Year to January in Biggest Jump in 40 Years - Labor Dept. 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3-10)

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US consumer prices were up 7.5% in the year to 
January, indicating the fastest inflationary growth in four decades, the Labor Department 
announced on Thursday.
“The all items index rose 7.5 percent for the 12 months ending January, the largest 12-month 
increase since the period ending February 1982,” the Labor Department said in a news release, 
referring to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for all urban consumers.
The CPI is closely watched by the Federal Reserve to determine the timing for the first 
coronavirus pandemic-era interest rate hike.
The annual CPI growth for January came in above the 7.3% forecast by analysts, while the 
month-on-month rise of 0.6% exceeded expectations for a monthly growth of 0.4%. The Federal 
Reserve tolerance for inflation is 2% a year.
The US central bank dropped interest rates to virtually zero after the outbreak of the coronavirus 
pandemic in March 2020, keeping them at between zero and 0.25%. The central bank is 
preparing for a series of rate hikes this year, with the first widely expected in March.
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Money markets predicted a higher chance now that the Fed will opt for a 50-basis point, or 
half-percentage point, increase for March versus an initial call for a 25-basis point or quarter 
percentage point hike.
Stocks on V\kll Street tumbled more than 1.5% in advance of the market’s 9:30 AM ET (14:30 
GMT) open, responding to the higher-than-expected inflation readings.
"The market is now pricing a 43% chance of a 50 basis point hike in March, up from 30% before 
the data,” economist Adam Button said in a post on the Forex Live platform. “Six hikes are 
priced in for 2022 now.”
After slashing interest rates to near zero, the Federal Reserve provided stimulus of more than 
$2 trillion over the past two years to ensure enough money to sustain credit markets. Moreover, 
the US federal government spent several trillion dollars more on pandemic relief measures, 
while employers paid out higher wages to working Americans.
The money, along with supply chain bottlenecks arising from the pandemic, has created soaring 
inflation as the economy grew 5.7% last year after a 3.5% contraction in 2020.
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Washington Police Arrest 16-Year-Old for Making Bomb Threats Made to Schools

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - A 16-year-old male has been arrested and charged for 
making threats to several schools in the US capital this week, the Washington Metropolitan 
Police Department (MPD) announced on Thursday.
"Update: a 16-year old juvenile male, of Southeast, DC, has been arrested and charged with 
Terroristic Threats in connection to multiple bomb threats yesterday," MPD said via Twitter. 
"MPD continues to investigate these incidents with our federal partners."
On Wednesday, MPD said it was responding to several bomb threats in Washington and was 
evacuating public and charter schools
The six schools that received security threats include Dunbar High School, Theodore Roosevelt 
High School, Ron Brown High School, KIPP DC College Preparatory, IDEA Public Charter 
School and Seed Public Charter School, according to MPD.
Dunbar High School received a bomb threat on Tuesday as well. Vice President Kamala Harris' 
husband, Doug Emhoff, was visiting the school during the time of the security threat, had to be 
escorted out by the US Secret Service.
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US House Oversight Committee Seeks Info on Records Removed From Trump's Residence

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
requests information on the documents recovered from ex-President Donald Trump’s residence
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in Mar-a-Lago, Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney said in a letter to US Archivist David Ferriero on 
Thursday.
"The Committee is seeking information about the 15 boxes of presidential records that the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) recently recovered from former President 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence," Maloney said in the letter. "I am deeply concerned that these 
records were not provided to NARA promptly at the end of the Trump Administration and that 
they appear to have been removed from the White House in violation of the Presidential 
Records Act (PRA). I am also concerned by recent reports that while in office, President Trump 
repeatedly attempted to destroy presidential records, which could constitute additional serious 
violations of the PRA."
The \Afeshington Post reported on Monday that the US National Archives had to recover 
Trump’s White House records, including letters from North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, from his 
Mar-a-Lago residence last month because he wrongly took them out when leaving office. 
"President Trump is required not only to preserve presidential records, but to turn them over to 
the National Archives at the end of his presidential term," Maloney stated. "The PRA specifically 
states: Upon the conclusion of a President’s term of office, or if a President serves consecutive 
terms upon the conclusion of the last term, the Archivist of the United States shall assume 
responsibility for the custody, control, and preservation of, and access to, the Presidential 
records of that President."
Maloney went on to say that removing or concealing government records is a criminal offense 
carrying punishment of up to three years in prison.
"Republicans in Congress obsessively investigated former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton for 
her use of a private email server for official communications," the letter said. "Former President 
Trump’s conduct, in contrast, involves a former president potentially violating a criminal law by 
intentionally removing records, including communications with a foreign leader, from the White 
House and reportedly attempting to destroy records by tearing them up."
The committee requests that NARA provide information regarding its communications with 
Trump by February 18. The committee seeks detailed description of the items recovered, and 
wants to know whether they are being reviewed to determine if they have classified information. 
The panel wants to know if NARA knows about any additional presidential records from the 
Trump administration that may be missing or not yet in its possession.
"Has the Archivist notified the Attorney General that former President Trump removed 
presidential records from the White House? If not, why not?" the letter added. "Is NARA aware 
of presidential records that President Trump destroyed or attempted to destroy without the 
approval of NARA?"
Trump said on Thursday that he had "collaborative" relationship with the National Archives and 
had engaged with the agency over the transport of "boxes that contained letters, records, 
newspapers, magazines and various articles" to preserve his administration's legacy.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2022 12:11:55 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2022 12:11:55 PM

FEATURE - Foreign Priest Turns Small Skete in Mexico City Into Respected Russian Orthodox 
Monastery

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - A small group of Orthodox monks who are not of 
Russian ancestry started a small monastic community in Mexico City and within a period of two 
decades turned it into a well-respected Russian spiritual mission, archimandrite Nektariy 
(Hajji-Petropoulos) told Sputnik.
"When we opened the mission, with the blessing of Metropolitan Laurus and archbishop Kirill 
from the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia (ROCOR), there was a skete consisting of 
me as a hieromonk and two other monks," Nektariy, who is the head of the mission, said.
At that time, Mexico City had a large Russian-speaking diaspora but most members did not 
attend church and few attended churches of other Orthodox Christian denominations. In order to 
attract their attention, Nektariy contacted the Russian embassy in Mexico City and informed 
them about his new mission.
"I invited the Russian ambassador to visit us to see what we are doing. He told some of the 
embassy staff about us," he said. "So, we started getting two or three people, but it was 
very-very difficult at the beginning."
Father Nektariy and the monks - who are Mexicans, Georgian, Greek and American - did not 
speak much Russian but decided to conduct services primarily in the Church Slavonic 
language, which is close to the common language for most people from the former Soviet 
Union. Then they were able to form a Russian choir and start working with the flock.
"Our presence, our witness of stability, is what brought the people here. After all these years, 
the whole community has visited or are aware of our presence and work in Mexico," Nektariy 
said.
Within several years, the skete became an important part of the Russian community in Mexico, 
so archbishop Kirill decided to turn it into a monastery named Holy Trinity. The move came after 
the ROCOR Synod of Bishops’ decision to establish a deanery of Mexico under the Western 
American diocese.
"Now our work has become essential for the Russian community. We became a well-known 
church in Mexico. We are even respected by the Mexican government because we are doing so 
much social work," Nektariy said.
With time, the mission expanded its support to other people and communities, beginning with 
helping those struggling from natural disasters to those in need of spiritual advice, food and 
medications, he said.
"Now, we do not only attend to the needs of the Russian community -1 mean spiritual and 
sacramental needs - we also have to bring into Orthodoxy the husbands of Russian women 
because most of our community members have mixed families with local Roman Catholics," he 
said.
Nektariy explained that some women got married through the internet and experienced 
difficulties living in a very different culture and found themselves in need of legal assistance with 
family-related disputes.
"We provide them with an attorney and give them support because they have no one but the 
church. Only the church helps them," he said.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2022 12:11:55 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2022 12:11:55 PM

In addition, Nektariy said the mission also supports Slavic women who became victims of 
trafficking, but talking about this issue is risky for the women as well as for the missionaries.
"We do not talk much about those issues but support whoever gets close to us as much as we 
can," he said.
Nektariy pointed out that the coronavirus pandemic measures created additional difficulties for 
the community and worsened the economic problems and affected mental health in addition to 
physical health.
Almost daily, the mission assists people who got infected and sends them prescriptions or even 
purchases medications for those who have no access to a pharmacy, Nektariy said.
"\Ne purchase the medicine ourselves, put it in a plastic bag and leave it at the door for them to 
pick it up," he said. "We are monitoring their condition all the time, asking them how they are 
dealing with the virus."
Doctors who work in the mission, are not limiting their assistance to the members of the 
community if calls from the outside came in and they are trying to give medical advice or send 
medication, Nektariy said.
The monks at the mission and the monastery hold secular jobs - some are journalists, 
iconographers, college professors - Nektariy, who works as a psychiatrist in a hospital and a 
clinic, said.
The monks do not pocket the money but use them for the needs of the community. The mission 
also receives financial support from outside donors, such as the Fund for Assistance for the 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, he said.
Nektariy said making money is not the main task for the monks, but serving the faithful and 
working for church is.
"We always know that we have to keep our feet on the ground, but our mind - on the Heavens" 
he added.
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US Welcomes Danish Prime Minister's Offer to Discuss New Defense Agreement - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States welcomes the Danish prime 
minister’s offer to negotiate a new defense cooperation agreement with a view to boosting 
transatlantic security and interaction in NATO operations, State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said on Thursday.
"The United States welcomes the offer announced today by Danish Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen to begin negotiating a new Defense Cooperation Agreement. When concluded, this 
agreement will allow our countries to deepen our close security partnership, further strengthen 
cooperation in NATO operations, and together, contribute to continued growth in Transatlantic 
security," Price said in a statement.
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Anti-Vaccine Mandate Demonstration Causes Traffic Disruptions at Ottawa Airport

TORONTO, February 9 (Sputnik) - Ottawa city officials warned travelers on Thursday to brace 
for traffic disruptions at the city’s airport in light of anti-vaccine mandate demonstrations in the 
Canadian capital.
"Traffic disruptions at Ottawa International Airport - demonstration. Duration unknown. Expect 
delays," the City of Ottawas wrote on Twitter.
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Blinken Discusses Russia by Phone With French Foreign Minister, NATO Chief - State Dept. 
(Adds details about Blinken's call with Le Drian in paras 4-5, background in para 8) 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke to French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg by phone 
on Thursday to discuss Russia's military "buildup" near Ukraine, the State Department said.
In the call with Le Drian, Blinken spoke about joint efforts by NATO allies, EU partners and G7 
members to "address Russia’s continued military build-up on Ukraine’s borders."
"They stressed the importance of continuing to support Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and ensuring Russia understands the high costs it would incur if it were to invade 
Ukraine further," the statement added.
French President Emmanuel Macron's recent trip to Russia for talks with President Vladimir 
Putin took center stage in the call.
"Important call today with French Foreign Minister @JY_LeDrian on President 
@EmmanuelMacron’s trip to Moscow, Kyiv, and Berlin, as well as our joint efforts through 
@NATO, the EU, G7, and at the @OSCE to address Russia’s continued military build-up on 
Ukraine’s border," Blinken wrote on Twitter.
With Stoltenberg, Blinken discussed "continued coordination of the Transatlantic response to 
ongoing Russian threats against Ukraine" as well as "United States and Allies’ force posture 
adjustments to fortify the Alliance’s Eastern Flank."
Russia has repeatedly denied allegations that it intends to attack any country, including Ukraine, 
and vocally reserves its right to conduct troop movements on its own territory. Moscow 
dismisses the West's accusations as a pretext for NATO to deploy more military hardware and 
troops closer to Russian borders.
Macron met with Putin in Moscow on Monday. According to the French president, they managed 
to find some common ground on Ukraine, and agreed to have a followup phone call soon after 
his talks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kiev the following day.
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UPDATE - Sullivan Discusses Middle East, Iran With Israel's National Security Advisor 
(Adds details on Sherman's talks with Israel's national security advisor in paras 6-7) 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan discussed 
the Middle East and Iran with his Israeli counterpart, Eyai Hulata, in Washington, a NSC 
spokesperson said on Thursday.
"National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan hosted Israeli National Security Advisor Dr. Eyal Hulata 
at the White House on Feb. 9 to consult on a range of global and issues of mutual concern.
They underscored their shared determination to address security challenges impacting the 
Middle East, including the threats posed by Iran and its proxies," the statement said.
Sullivan reiterated President Joe Biden's support to Israel’s security and "to ensuring Iran never 
obtains a nuclear weapon," it added.
"The National Security Advisors also exchanged views on security challenges outside the 
Middle East, including the potential for further Russian aggression against Ukraine. They 
discussed as well ways to deepen U.S.-Israeli cooperation on science and innovation. Mr. 
Sullivan and Dr. Hulata agreed to maintain the close coordination between their interagency 
teams on a range of global and regional security challenges," the statement concluded.
US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman also held talks with Hulata.
"The Deputy Secretary and the National Security Advisor discussed U.S.-lsraeli coordination on 
important global security challenges, including Iran and Russia’s unprovoked military build-up on 
Ukraine’s borders," the State Department said. Moscow has repeatedly denied having any 
intention of invading Ukraine, and reserves the right to conduct troop movements on its own 
territory.
Sherman reiterated Washington’s commitment to Israel’s security and a two-state solution, as 
well as underscored the need for both Israelis and Palestinians to enjoy equal measures of 
security, prosperity and freedom.
Iran signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) with China, France, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, the European Union, and Germany in 2015. In 2018, the 
Trump administration withdrew from the deal and enacted hardline policies against Iran, 
prompting the latter to largely abandon its obligations.
Wth Biden in office, the US agreed to talks to revive the JCPOA. Since April, Vienna has been 
hosting such negotiations.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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US Consumer Prices Up 7.5% in Year to January in Biggest Jump in 40 Years - Labor Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US consumer prices were up 7.5% in the year to 
January, indicating the fastest inflationary growth in four decades, the Labor Department 
announced on Thursday.
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"The all items index rose 7.5 percent for the 12 months ending January, the largest 12-month 
increase since the period ending February 1982," the department said in a news release, 
referring to the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers.
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Sullivan Discusses Middle East, Iran With Israel's National Security Advisor

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan discussed 
the Middle East and Iran with his Israeli counterpart, Eyal Hulata, in Washington, a NSC 
spokesperson said on Thursday.
"National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan hosted Israeli National Security Advisor Dr. Eyal Hulata 
at the White House on Feb. 9 to consult on a range of global and issues of mutual concern. 
They underscored their shared determination to address security challenges impacting the 
Middle East, including the threats posed by Iran and its proxies," the statement said.
Sullivan reiterated President Joe Biden's support to Israel’s security and "to ensuring Iran never 
obtains a nuclear weapon," it added.
"The National Security Advisors also exchanged views on security challenges outside the 
Middle East, including the potential for further Russian aggression against Ukraine. They 
discussed as well ways to deepen U.S.-Israeli cooperation on science and innovation. Mr. 
Sullivan and Dr. Hulata agreed to maintain the close coordination between their interagency 
teams on a range of global and regional security challenges," the statement concluded.
Iran signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) with China, France, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, the European Union, and Germany in 2015. In 2018, the 
Trump administration withdrew from the deal and enacted hardline policies against Iran, 
prompting the latter to largely abandon its obligations.
With Biden in office, the US agreed to talks to revive the JCPOA. Since April, Vienna has been 
hosting such negotiations.
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Blinken Discusses Russia by Phone Wth French Foreign Minister, NATO Chief - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke to French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg by phone 
on Thursday to discuss Russia's military "buildup" near Ukraine, the State Department said.
In the call with Le Drian, Blinken spoke about joint efforts by NATO allies, EU partners and G7 
members to "address Russia’s continued military build-up on Ukraine’s borders."
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"They stressed the importance of continuing to support Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and ensuring Russia understands the high costs it would incur if it were to invade 
Ukraine further," the statement added.
With Stoltenberg, Blinken discussed "continued coordination of the Transatlantic response to 
ongoing Russian threats against Ukraine" as well as "United States and Allies’ force posture 
adjustments to fortify the Alliance’s Eastern Flank."
Russia has repeatedly denied allegations that it intends to attack any country, including Ukraine, 
and vocally reserves its right to conduct troop movements on its own territory. Moscow 
dismisses the West's accusations as a pretext for NATO to deploy more military hardware and 
troops closer to Russian borders.
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Biden to Call Leaders of UK, France, Germany, NATO, EU About Ukraine on Friday - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will speak by phone with the 
leaders of the UK, Germany, France, Italy, Poland, Canada, the EU and NATO on Friday to 
discuss Russia's alleged military buildup near Ukraine, Bloomberg reported on Thursday, citing 
people in the know.
Russia and Belarus started on Thursday the "Allied Resolve-2022" joint drills on Belarusian 
military ranges. The drills are aimed at training actions on preventing and combating external 
aggression, counteracting terrorism and protecting the interests of the Union State, the ministry 
said,
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RPT - \Afeshington Police Says Aware Trucker Protest May Occur in March, No Permit 
Requested Yet

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The \ftfeshington Metropolitan Police Department 
confirmed to Sputnik that it is aware a trucker protest that may occur in the US capital next 
month, but no permit has been requested.
Yahoo News, citing a Homeland Security Department (DHS) document sent to local law 
enforcement agencies, reported that an advisory has been issued about potential trucker 
protests against COVID-19 mandates, similar to the one in Ottawa, Canada, that could kick off 
in California as early as this weekend.
"The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) is aware of potential First Amendment activities 
that may take place in the National Capital Region, including Washington, DC, on March 1, 
2022," a MPD spokesperson said on Wednesday. "At this time, a permit application has not 
been submitted to MPD."
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The MPD will be monitoring, assessing and planning accordingly with its law enforcement 
partners, the spokesperson said.
A trucker protest against COVID-19 vaccine mandates is expected to start in California as early 
as mid-February and travel to Washington, DC, by at least mid-March, according to media 
reports.
A wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers, farmers 
and other Canadians converging on Ottawa to express strong opposition to the COVID-19 
vaccine mandates after two years of draconian restrictive measures. The protest has since 
involved additional diverse citizen groups uniting in opposition to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau's government.
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US NFL Chooses Munich to Host First-Ever Regular Season Game in Germany in 2022 Season

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Munich has been confirmed as the site to host the 
first-ever regular-season football game in Germany during the 2022 season, the US National 
Football League (NFL) announced.
"We are very pleased to welcome Munich and Frankfurt to the NFL family and are excited to 
reward our fans in Germany for their passion by bringing them the spectacle of regular-season 
NFL football," NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said.
Goodell said the NFL looks forward to staging its first game in Germany at the football club 
Bayern’s stadium in Munich later this year and to exploring areas of broader collaboration with 
the country’s Bundesliga.
The initial game in Munich is slated to be one of the NFL’s five international games this year, 
including one in Mexico and three in the United Kingdom - two at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium 
and a Jacksonville Jaguars home game at Wembley Stadium.
Goodell said the stadium in Munich - known as the home of the Bundesliga champions - will 
host two of the four International Series games over the next four years. The stadium in 
Frankfurt will also host two games.
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IMF Expects Morocco GDP to Grow 3% This Year After Topping Middle East, Africa Growth

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Morocco’s economy is expected to grow by around 3% 
this year, after topping Middle East and African growth rates in 2021, following its recovery from 
the coronavirus pandemic, the International Monetary Fund said in a country update.
"After shrinking by 6.3 percent in 2020, GDP is forecast to have grown by 6.3 percent in 2021, 
among the highest in the Middle East and North Africa region," the IMF said in the report on
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Wednesday. "GDP growth is projected at around 3 percent in 2022, as agriculture output returns 
to average levels and non-agricultural activity continues to recover."
The IMF noted though that Morocco’s labor market had not kept pace with the growth of the 
broader economy.
"Despite having recovered most of the jobs lost in 2020, the unemployment rate of 11.8 percent 
is still above pre-pandemic level, driven by a rebound of the participation rate," it said.
A fast and effective implementation of structural reforms should, however, increase the country’s 
growth over the medium term and help it address problems across the economy, the IMF said.
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Ex-New York City Mayor Bloomberg Nominated to Chair US Defense Innovation Board - 
Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin nominated former 
New York City Mayor Mike Bloomberg to chair the Defense Innovation Board, Defense 
Department spokesperson John Kirby said.
"The secretary has nominated Mr. Michael Bloomberg to serve as the chair of the Defense 
Innovation Board to leverage his experience and strategic insights on innovation, business and 
public service," Kirby said during a press briefing on Wednesday.
Bloomberg, a billionaire who ran for US president in 2020, will ensure the Defense Department 
has access to the best science, technology and innovation, Kirby said.
The Defense Innovation Board is an independent advisory board established in 2016 to bring 
the best technological innovation from Silicon Valley to the US military.
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US Defense Chief to Hold Trilateral Security Talks With Japan, South Korea - Pentagon 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin discussed security 
cooperation and threats posed by North Korea’s weapons programs during a call with his 
Japanese and South Korean counterparts, Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby said in a 
readout.
"Secretary of Defense Lloyd. J. Austin III spoke with Republic of Korea (ROK) Minister of 
National Defense Suh Wook and Japanese Defense Minister Kishi Nobuo today to reaffirm the 
importance of trilateral security cooperation in addressing global security challenges and threats 
posed by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) weapons of mass destruction and 
missile programs," Kirby said on Wednesday.
The three leaders during their discussion committed to conduct an in-person Trilateral Defense 
Ministerial at a future date to work towards the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and
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address recent North Korean missile launches, Kirby also said. The US commitment to the 
defense of Japan and South Korea is "ironclad," Kirby added.
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National Archives Urges US Gov’t to Probe Trump Handling of White House Documents- 
Reports

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The National Archives and Records Administration is 
urging the US Justice Department to conduct an investigation into how former President Donald 
Trump handled official records during his term in office, the Washington Post reported citing two 
unnamed sources.
The sources said the National Archives asked the Justice Department to conduct the probe, but 
so far there have only been preliminary discussions and it is not clear whether an investigation 
will be undertaken.
The request appeared amid disclosures that officials found 15 boxes of documents in Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago residence and those materials were never handed back to the government, the 
report said.
The recovered materials included correspondence between Trump and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, along with a letter left for Trump by his predecessor President Barack Obama, as 
well as other documents, the report said.
Earlier on Wednesday, Trump confirmed that he is engaging in collaborative discussions with 
the National Archives and was providing support in transporting documents.
"Much of this material will someday be displayed in the Donald J. Trump Presidential Library for 
the public to view my administration’s incredible accomplishments for the American People," 
Trump said in a statement.
A Department of Justice spokesperson declined to comment on the situation about a possible 
probe, the report said.
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V\feshington Police Says Aware Trucker Protest May Occur in March, No Permit Requested Yet

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The Washington Metropolitan Police Department 
confirmed to Sputnik that it is aware a trucker protest that may occur in the US capital next 
month, but no permit has been requested.
Yahoo News, citing a Homeland Security Department (DHS) document sent to local law 
enforcement agencies, reported that an advisory has been issued about potential trucker 
protests against COVID-19 mandates, similar to the one in Ottawa, Canada, that could kick off 
in California as early as this weekend.
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"The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) is aware of potential First Amendment activities 
that may take place in the National Capital Region, including Washington, DC, on March 1, 
2022," a MPD spokesperson said on Wednesday. "At this time, a permit application has not 
been submitted to MPD."
The MPD will be monitoring, assessing and planning accordingly with its law enforcement 
partners, the spokesperson said.
A trucker protest against COVID-19 vaccine mandates is expected to start in California as early 
as mid-February and travel to \Afeshington, DC, by at least mid-March, according to media 
reports.
A wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers, farmers 
and other Canadians converging on Ottawa to express strong opposition to the COVID-19 
vaccine mandates after two years of draconian restrictive measures. The protest has since 
involved additional diverse citizen groups uniting in opposition to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau's government.
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Lawyers Argue Russian Man, Wife Accused in US of $4.5Bln Crypto Scheme Deserve Bail

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US-Russian dual citizen Ilya Lichtenstein and wife 
Heather Morgan deserve to be released on bail pending further legal proceedings against them 
for allegedly laundering roughly $4.5 billion in bitcoin stolen from the Bitfinex cryptocurrency 
platform in 2016, a court document filed by the couple’s lawyers said.
"Judge Freeman appropriately set strict bail conditions that would impose all of those costs on 
Ms. Morgan and Mr. Lichtenstein if they were to flee, and would make it virtually impossible for 
them to do so as a logistical matter... Those conditions are more than sufficient to reasonably 
assure that Ms. Morgan and Mr. Lichtenstein will appear as required for further court 
proceedings in this case," lawyer Samson Enzer said in the document, filed Wednesday.
The couple allegedly used numerous sophisticated methods, including the use of false 
identities, to launder money stolen from the Bitfinex hack, during which almost 120,000 bitcoin 
were taken illegally.
A federal court initially granted Lichtenstein and Morgan bail on bonds totalling $8 million, but 
the decision was halted by Chief Judge Beryl Howell of the US District Court for the District of 
Columbia, who ordered a review of the detention order.
The couple remained at their New York residence even after becoming aware of the 
investigation into them, which demonstrates their low flight risk, their lawyers argued. Neither 
Lichtenstein nor Morgan have any prior arrests or criminal convictions either, they said.
Morgan also recently underwent surgery to remove a lump from her breast on January 31, from 
which she is still recovering, the lawyers said. She also is at heightened risk of contracting 
COVID-19 and suffering severe complications due to asthma and pre-existing damage from a 
bout of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome, the lawyers also said.
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"The Government has not argued, and could not credibly argue, that the release of Ms. Morgan 
and Mr. Lichtenstein subject to home incarceration and the other stringent bail conditions set by 
Judge Freeman would pose any danger to the community," Enzer said in the filing.
Lichtenstein was born in Russia and emigrated with his family to the US as a child to avoid 
religious persecution, the filing said. He is a dual citizen of both countries and had Russian 
travel documents seized by the government, the filing added.
Lichtenstein has not attempted to contact the Russian consulate for assistance with the case, 
Consul General Sergey Ovsyannikov told Sputnik on Wednesday.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US House Panel Probing January 6 Events Says Subpoenaed Trump Trade Adviser Peter 
Navarro

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US House Select Committee investigating the 
events at the US Capitol on January 6, 2021, announced that it has issued a subpoena to 
Trump administration Trade Adviser Peter Navarro compelling him to produce documents and 
appear for a deposition.
"The Committee is seeking records and testimony from Navarro, who, according to reporting, 
interviews, and his own book, was involved in efforts to delay election certification and change 
the results,” the panel said via Twitter on Wednesday.
The Select Committee said Navarro appears to have information directly relevant to the panel’s 
probe and has not been shy about his role in what the lawmakers said were efforts to overturn 
the 2020 US presidential election results.
Multiple former Trump administration officials have been subpoenaed by the Select Committee 
over their connections to Trump administration handling of the January 6 events at the US 
Capitol.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Texas Investigating GoFundMe for Removing Canada Trucker Protest Funds - Attorney General

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is launching a probe 
into potential violations of state law by GoFundMe for removing a multimillion-dollar fundraiser in 
support of Canadian trucker’s and farmer's protests against COVID-19 vaccine mandates, 
Paxton’s office said in a press release.
"GoFundMe’s response to an anti-mandate, pro-liberty movement should ring alarm bells to 
anyone using the donation platform and, more broadly, any American wanting to protect their 
constitutional rights. Many Texans donated to this worthy cause. I am acting to protect Texas 
consumers so that they know where their hard-earned money is going, rather than allowing
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GoFundMe to divert money to another cause without the consent of Texas citizens. I will get to 
the bottom of this deceitful action,” Paxton said in the release on Wednesday.
The civil investigative demand issued by Paxton’s office directs GoFundMe to produce materials 
related to potential violations of the state’s Deceptive Trade Practice Act.
Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt on Wednesday announced that his office also launched 
an investigation into GoFundMe’s actions related to the fundraiser for protesting truckers, 
farmers and other Canadians.
A wave of protest across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and other 
demonstrators converging on Ottawa to express strong opposition to COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates after two years of draconian restrictive measures. The protest has since evolved into 
an anti-government demonstration, with various citizen groups uniting in opposition to Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau.
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Wall Street Up Strongly 2nd Day in Row, Taking Upcoming Interest Rate Hikes in Stride

NEW YORK, February 9 (Sputnik) - US stocks rose strongly for a second day in a row on 
Wednesday, after assurances by Federal Reserve officials that the upcoming interest rate hikes 
will be benign despite inflation running at 40-year highs.
The three major equity indices on Wall Street - the Dow Jones Industrial Average, the S&P 500 
and the Nasdaq Composite - advanced between 1% and 2%, adding to Tuesday’s gains of 
0.8% to 1.3%.
Stocks rose after Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta President Raphael Bostic said US inflation 
could drop to 3% this year if the central bank raises interest rates by as many as four times with 
a quarter-percentage point hike each time.
Money markets traders had initially feared the Federal Reserve could opt for five or more 
interest rate hikes this year, with increases as large as half a percentage point to quell inflation. 
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland President Loretta Mester was another central bank official 
who said there was not a strong enough case for a 50-basis point interest rate hike.
The comments by Bostic and Mester came ahead of Thursday’s scheduled release of the US 
Consumer Price Index, or CPI, reading for January that is closely watched by markets to gauge 
the Federal Reserve's action on interest rates.
In December, the CPI reading showed a 7% growth for the year, the fastest since 1982. The 
forecast for January is an annual growth of 7.3%. The Federal Reserve’s own tolerance for 
inflation is a mere 2% a year.
“Both Fed’s Bostic and Mester assuaged investor fears of an overly aggressive Fed tightening 
cycle,” Ed Moya, analyst at online trading platform OANDA, said. "Many investors remain 
optimistic about the economy going forward and that even if we have a hot inflation report, 
appetite for US stocks will still be strong despite the Fed raising rates possibly five times this 
year.”
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The Federal Reserve slashed rates to zero after the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic in 
March 2020 and kept them there to aid recovery. The central bank also provided stimulus of well 
over $2 trillion over the past 20 months to ensure enough money to sustain credit markets, in 
addition, the federal government spent trillions of dollars on pandemic relief measures, while 
employers paid out higher wages to working Americans.
All the newly printed money, along with supply chain bottlenecks arising from the pandemic, has 
created soaring inflation as the economy grew 5.7% last year after a 3.5% contraction in 2020. 
The Federal Reserve has said a series of rate hikes was needed now to overcome the problem 
and the first would likely be in March.
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Biden, Saudi King Discuss Ensuring Stability of Global Energy Supplies - White House 
(Updates with details, background in paras 4-7)
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden and Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz al-Saud discussed by telephone the need to ensure the stability of the global energy 
supplies as the West mulls sanctions against Russia's energy sector, the White House said in a 
press release.
"President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. spoke today with King Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud of Saudi 
Arabia to discuss regional developments and issues of mutual concern, including 
Iranian-enabled attacks by the Houthis against civilian targets in Saudi Arabia," the release said 
on Wednesday. "Both leaders further reiterated the United States’ and Saudi Arabia’s 
commitment to ensuring the stability of global energy supplies."
On Monday, Biden said his administration is working to develop alternative energy supplies for 
Europe to mitigate the impact of possible Western sanctions against Russia's energy sector.
The US president also said his administration thinks they can make up a significant portion of 
supplies that would be lost.
Russia published its security suggestions for NATO and the United States in late 2021 as 
tensions rose with respect to Ukraine amid NATO's plans to expand further eastward. Russia 
specifically requested legally-binding guarantees that NATO would not expand eastward to 
include Ukraine and Georgia, to which the United States replied by insisting it will not allow 
anyone to slam NATO's open-door policy.
The United States and NATO have submitted their responses to Russia’s proposals, which 
Moscow is still analyzing before deciding on the next step.
Biden also briefed the Saudi King on the status of ongoing negotiations in Vienna to revive the 
Iran nuclear agreement, the release said.
The two leaders agreed to remain closely coordinated over the coming weeks and months on 
issues pertaining to the Middle East region and Europe, the release added.
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Trump to Launch Social Media Network by End of March - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump will launch his own 
social media network by the end of March, Fox Business said, citing sources familiar with the 
matter.
The network, named TRUTH Social, will be fully operational by the expected launch date at the 
end of the current quarter, the report said on Wednesday.
The Trump Media & Technology Group (TMTG) currently conducts beta testing, and Americans 
will be able to download its app or create an account by the same time, the report said.
Trump’s new network is not public yet, but is already available for pre-order in the Apple App 
Store, the report added.
TRUTH Social will cooperate with Rumble ~ a platform, which is positioning itself as an 
alternative to YouTube and Amazon Web Services (AWS), according to the report.
Trump promised last week that his network will fight back against Big Tech censorship and will 
protect the right to free speech and expression.
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NASA Warns SpaceX Plan for 30,000 Satellites Could Put Space Station at Risk - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) -NASA has warned that SpaceX CEO Elon Musk’s plan to 
put 30,000 small satellites in orbit to create a new global communications network could create 
dangerous risks for the International Space Station (ISS), Bloomberg reported.
If implemented, Musk's plan could also interfere with programs to monitor space for the threat of 
potentially catastrophic asteroid strikes on Earth, NASA said in comments officially filed with the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC), according to the report on Wednesday.
On January 15, Musk announced that SpaceX had already activated 1,469 mini-satellites in its 
Starling program and said 272 of them were already being directed into operational orbits, the 
report said.
In 2021, two SpaceX satellites almost collided with China’s space station and in one of the 
incidents, a Starlink satellite came within 2.5 miles (4 kilometers) of it, the report also said.
The Chinese government complained about the SpaceX project in a December 6 memorandum 
filed with a UN committee that oversees space programs, the report added.
The plan is to reach the goal of launching 30,000 mini-satellites in low-Earth orbit (LEO) by 
2028, according to the report.
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US House Goes Into Recess Without Voting on Anti-Russia Sanctions Bill
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WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US House of Representatives went into recess on 
Wednesday afternoon without voting on anti-sanctions legislation but will reconvene for votes at 
the end of the month.
The House of Representatives will resume work in the afternoon on February 28.
Some US lawmakers are growing impatient at the slow pace of negotiations on a bipartisan 
anti-Russia sanctions bill that would impose costs on Moscow if tensions with respect to Ukraine 
escalate, according to US media reports.
The top Republican on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Jim Risch, said time is running 
short to pass a bipartisan bill and everyone is aware of it, a report said.
Some US lawmakers have said a deal is within reach while others have been pessimistic about 
the ongoing negotiations.
US lawmakers have been struggling for two weeks to determine the scope of the sanctions and 
possible sanction waivers, according to media reports.
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Russian Consulate in New York Downsized to 5 Staffers Due to US Policy - Consul

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The Russian Consulate General in New York has only 
five staffers for the first time in history because of Washington’s policy, with the mission having 
shrunk by more than half in January, Consul General Sergey Ovsyannikov told Sputnik.
"We do have only four employees [not counting the consul). In late January, five families left. A 
total of four people remain," Ovsyannikov said.
"For the first time in the Consulate General there is no security officer, which is a glaring fact," 
he said. "I don't remember cases when only four diplomats worked in New York," he added.
The mission continues performing its duties to full extent, the diplomat added.
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SPUTNIK STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) -

ANTI-MANDATE PROTESTS IN CANADA
* The city of Windsor in the Canadian province of Ontario on Wsdnesday requested additional 
police deployment to deal with peaceful protesters blocking traffic at the Ambassador Bridge on 
the border with the United States, Mayor Drew Dilkens said.
* The US government is working to alleviate the risks to the supply chains, and in particular the 
risks to the automobile industry, posed by the anti-vaccine mandate protests in Canada, White 
House spokesperson Jen Psaki said.
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RUSSIA-BELARUS MILITARY DRILLS
* The United States sees the preparations by Russia and Belarus to conduct military drills as 
escalatory, but Washington will not predict their meaning in terms of a potential invasion of 
Ukraine, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Wednesday.
* Russian President Vladimir Putin does not plan to attend the joint Russian-Belarusian military 
exercises, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

ATTACKS ON SYRIA
* Rear Adm. Oleg Zhuravlev, deputy head of the Russian Center for the Reconciliation of 
Warring Parties in Syria, said that the Israeli Air Force had launched a missile attack on the 
Syrian province of Damascus last night, at around 23:00 GMT Thursday.
* Turkey still has not fulfilled some of the obligations under the agreements reached between 
Ankara and Moscow on the Syrian Idlib and in particular on the M-4 (Aleppo-Latakia) highway, 
Russian Ambassador in Damascus Alexander Efimov told Sputnik.
* Neutralization of remaining Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia) militants in northeast 
Syria is complicated due to illegal presence of US forces that have to leave Syria immediately, 
Efimov told Sputnik.

US-RUSSIA RELATIONS
* Russian Ambassador Anatoly Antonov is not ruling out further contacts at the highest level 
between Moscow and Washington in light of tensions over Ukraine and security in Eastern 
Europe.
* Antonov confirmed the Biden administration could still request that he leave the country over 
lingering visa tensions.
* American diplomats are leaving the embassy in Moscow at Russia’s demand, and this process 
of decreasing personnel of missions continues not due to Moscow’s actions, Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov said.
* High-level Russia-US contacts, including between Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
and US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, are not planned yet, a diplomatic source told 
reporters.

MUNICH SECURITY CONFERENCE
* Russian officials are not planning to participate in the upcoming Munich Security Conference, 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakhraova said on Wednesday.
* US Vice President Kamala Harris will travel to Germany next week to take part in the Munich 
Security Conference where trip she will stress the United States’ commitment to Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, WVhite House Deputy Press Secretary Sabrina Singh said.

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENT
* The United States is in favor of revising the Minsk agreements, which is fraught with an 
escalation in Donbas, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on
Wednesday.
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* The White House has approved a Pentagon plan for US troops in Poland to help Americans 
flee Ukraine if the situation escalates, The Wbll Street Journal reported, citing US officials.
* The EU has prepared a letter for Russia with a proposal to continue formal negotiations to 
deescalate the situation around Ukraine, Politico reported on Wednesday, citing the draft.

RUSSIA'S SECURITY GUARANTEES PROPOSALS
* Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and his UK counterpart, Liz Truss, will discuss issues 
related to security guarantees on Thursday, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said on Wednesday.
* The European Union is not planning to disclose information on its response to Russia on 
security guarantees until it is sent, EU Spokesperson for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
Peter Stano told Sputnik.
* Russia is focused on quite diplomatic work with the United States on security guarantees, 
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov said, adding that the \Afest is engaged in "megaphone 
diplomacy."
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US Says Will Keep Syria on UNSC Agenda Amid Reports of Deal with Russia to Cut Sessions

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Washington is engaged to keep the global community’s 
focus on the crisis in Syria amid reports suggesting that the United States and Russia reached 
an agreement to propose holding fewer meetings at the UN Security Council on the situation in 
the Arab Republic, US Department of State Deputy Spokesperson Jalina Porter said in a press 
briefing on Wednesday.
On Tuesday, Foreign Policy reported that Russian and US diplomats at the UN Security Council 
had reached a deal to scale back the Council’s monthly meetings on Syria’s chemical weapons 
to one in three months and combine separate sessions on the political and humanitarian tracks. 
"We continue to be highly engaged in pushing the Security Council to address the crisis in Syria 
across as many dimensions as possible,” Porter said. “We've also been engaged in an effort to 
keep Syria on the agenda in the face of repression from Russia and others on the Council.
We're fighting to maintain the international community’s focus on the conflict and we'll continue 
to do so.”
Russia, which presides over the Security Council in February, had already asked other Council’s 
members to consolidate meetings on Syria’s political and humanitarian situation. During its last 
presidency in October 2020, Russia combined the two separate sessions into one meeting.
“The Council’s program of work is a negotiation among all members of the Security Council,” 
Porter said when asked to comment on the reports of the latest US-Russian proposal.
This month, the UN Security Council will hold the three meetings on Syria’s chemical, political 
and humanitarian dossier on February 25.
The armed conflict in Syria has been going on since 2011, with Syrian President Bashar Assad's 
forces fighting different insurgent groups.
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In an effort to resolve the political crisis, the United Nations launched the Syrian Constitutional 
Committee in October 2019. Despite its attempts to reconcile the Syrian government and 
opposition, the 150-member body has so far failed to find common ground and reach an 
understanding of how to move toward the political settlement in Syria.
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Russian Consul in NY Says US Refusing Visa to Successor for Almost Year

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States has been denying a visa to the 
successor of the Russian consul general in New York for almost a year, so it cannot be ruled out 
that the mission will be left without a consul, Consul General Sergey Ovsyannikov told Sputnik. 
"Anatoly Kargapolov does not have a visa. He's been waiting for a little less than a year," 
Ovsyannikov said.
Kargapolov should replace him as Consul General in New York. The replacement was due to 
have happened in May.
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No Additional US Troops Have Been Placed on High Alert - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States has not placed any additional forces 
on high alert, US Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said during a press briefing on 
Wednesday.
"Not that I am aware of, no,’’ Kirby said when asked whether additional US troops have been 
placed on high alert.
Kirby also said that the United States has not initiated any additional troop movement in Europe 
amid tensions between Russia and Ukraine.
Earlier in the month, Kirby announced the United States’ decision to temporarily deploy 
additional US troops in Eastern Europe. Kirby said that a 1,000-member squadron would be 
moved from Germany to Romania to join the 900 US soldiers already present in the country.
The first 100 US soldiers have already arrived in Romania as part of the deployment on 
Tuesday.
In the past several months, the United States and its allies have accused Russia of amassing 
troops near the border with Ukraine as it allegedly prepares to invade.
Russia has insisted that it has no intention of attacking any country, invading Ukraine, but has 
the right to move troops within its sovereign territory as it sees fit.
Russia has also said NATO military activities - including deploying military instructors in Ukraine 
- and the alliance’s plans to expand further eastward represent a direct threat to its national 
security.
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Moscow is not excluding that the "hysteria" 
regarding Ukraine fueled by the United States and its allies aims to conceal Kiev's plans to 
sabotage the Minsk agreements.
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Pentagon Not Ruling Out US Troops in Ukraine Could Be Used for Evacuation 
(Adds background in paras 4-6)
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Pentagon is not ruling out that US troops in Eastern 
Europe will take part in a potential evacuation effort of American citizens from the territory of 
Poland should the conflict between Russia and Ukraine escalate, US Defense Department 
spokesperson John Kirby said on Wednesday.
"I can't rule out the fact that these [US] soldiers could be used to some degree with evacuation 
assistance on the other side of that [Ukrainian] border. And certainly, they're going to be 
prepared to do that," Kirby said during a press briefing. "That is clearly going to be one of the 
missions that they [US troops] are capable of doing, trained to do, and we’ll be ready to do if 
needed."
Earlier in the day, The Wall Street Journal reported that some of the 1,700 troops from the 82nd 
Airborne Corps being deployed to Poland will begin setting up checkpoints and tent camps near 
the border with Ukraine in coming days to host potential evacuees. About 30,000 Americans are 
said to be currently in Ukraine.
The US forces will only provide logistics support to help coordinate the evacuation of Americans 
from Poland, after they arrive there from Ukraine, "likely by land and without U.S. military 
support," the report said.
The US forces will station in Poland near the Polish city of Rzeszow, Polish media reported last 
week.
Last week, Kirby said that the US will temporarily deploy additional forces to Europe amid 
escalating tensions with Russia. The deployment includes 1,700 soldiers to be sent to Poland 
and 1,000 US personnel based in Germany will be relocated to Romania and another 8,500 
troops will "remain ready to move if called for the NATO response force."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Pentagon Not Ruling Out US Troops in Ukraine Could Be Used for Evacuation

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Pentagon is not ruling out that US troops in Eastern 
Europe will take part in a potential evacuation effort of American citizens from the territory of 
Poland should the conflict between Russia and Ukraine escalate, US Defense Department 
spokesperson John Kirby said on Wednesday.
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"I can't rule out the fact that these [US] soldiers could be used to some degree with evacuation 
assistance on the other side of that [Ukrainian] border. And certainly, they're going to be 
prepared to do that," Kirby said during a press briefing. "That is clearly going to be one of the 
missions that they [US troops] are capable of doing, trained to do, and we’ll be ready to do if 
needed."
Earlier in the day, The \Na\\ Street Journal reported that some of the 1,700 troops from the 82nd 
Airborne Corps being deployed to Poland will begin setting up checkpoints and tent camps near 
the border with Ukraine in coming days to host potential evacuees. About 30,000 Americans are 
said to be currently in Ukraine.
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Russian Citizen Arrested in New York Over $4,5Bln Crypto Hack Has Not Contacted Consulate

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russian citizen Ilya Lichtenstein arrested in New York for 
allegedly laundering roughly $4.5 billion in bitcoin stolen from the Bitfinex cryptocurrency 
platform in 2016 has not contacted the consulate general, Consul General Sergey Ovsyannikov 
told Sputnik.
The US Department of Justice seized $3.6 billion in bitcoin from US-Russian dual citizen 
Lichtenstein and his wife Heather Morgan earlier this week.
"He has not contacted us on any issues. Neither he nor his lawyer. We don't know if he will 
contact or not. If he contacts us ... we will decide [what assistance can be provided],"
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Biden, Saudi King Discuss Ensuring Stability of Global Energy Supplies - White House

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden and Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz al-Saud during a telephone call discussed ensuring the stability of global energy 
supplies as the West mulls sanctions against Russia’s energy sector if tensions over the 
Ukraine situation worsen, the White House said on Wednesday.
"President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. spoke today with King Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud of Saudi 
Arabia to discuss regional developments and issues of mutual concern, including 
Iranian-enabled attacks by the Houthis against civilian targets in Saudi Arabia," the White House 
said in a press release. "Both leaders further reiterated the United States’ and Saudi Arabia’s 
commitment to ensuring the stability of global energy supplies."
On Monday, Biden said his administration is working to develop alternative energy supplies for 
Europe to mitigate the impact of possible Western sanctions on Russia's energy sector. He 
mentioned that his administration thinks they can make up a significant portion that would be 
lost.
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No Hazardous Material Found at Six DC Schools Evacuated Over Bomb Threats - Police

* WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - No hazardous material was found at six DC-area 
schools that were cleared earlier in the day after they received bomb threats, the Metropolitan 
Police Department said on Wednesday.
"Each of the schools have been cleared with no hazardous material found," police said via 
Twitter.
The six schools that received security threats include Dunbar High School, Theodore Roosevelt 
High School, Ron Brown High School, KIPP DC College Preparatory, IDEA Public Charter 
School, and Seed Public Charter School, according to police.
Dunbar High School received a bomb threat on Tuesday as well. Vice President Kamala Harris' 
husband, Doug Emhoff, was visiting the school during the time of the security threat and had to 
be escorted out by US Secret Service agents.
2/9/2022 3:38:09 PM -05:00
US Rejects Report Questioning Kabul Attack Probe, Says No Proof Anyone Hit by Gunfire 
(Adds background in paras 4-8)
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department has rejected the report by 
CNN saying that its probe has found no definitive evidence that anyone was killed by gunfire in 
the Kabul airport attack, Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said in a press briefing on 
Wednesday.
A CNN investigation has questioned the results of an official report claiming that no people were 
killed by gunfire during the suicide bombing at Kabul Airport in August 2021.
"The investigation we believe was comprehensive. It was credible and it was quite definitive," 
Kirby said. "The investigation found no definitive proof that anyone was ever hit or killed by 
gunfire, either US or Afghan, and I think I'd leave it at that."
On Friday, US Central Command (CENTCOM) Commander Gen. Kenneth McKenzie said that 
the Pentagon investigation into the suicide bombing found that 170 Afghan civilians and 13 US 
soldiers had died of a single blast with no casualties from gunfire. The commander added that 
ball bearings from the blast caused injuries which looked like gunshot wounds.
CNN said it interviewed 70 witnesses and families of the dead and reviewed medical records, 
videos and photos. The report said nineteen people told the news agency that they saw others 
being hit by gunfire or were hit in crossfire themselves.
The report also cites forensic blast analysts as saying that a single human-borne explosive 
could not have lead to the injuries and deaths of so many people, while others maintained it was 
possible.
The news agency also said gunshots can be heard on video recordings.
The Kabul Airport was hit by a blast during evacuation from Afghanistan on August 26, 2021, 
resulting in the death of at least 183 people. The Islamic State-Khorasan (terrorist group, 
banned in Russia) claimed responsibility for the attack.
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Biden, Macron Discuss French President's Recent Meetings in Russia, Ukraine - White House

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden in a telephone call with French 
President Emmanuel Macron on Wednesday received an update on his counterpart's recent 
meetings with Russian President Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 
"President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. spoke today with President Emmanuel Macron of France," the 
White House said in a press release. "They discussed President Macron's recent meetings in 
Russia and Ukraine. They also talked about ongoing diplomatic and deterrence efforts, 
undertaken in close coordination with our Allies and partners, in response to Russia’s continued 
military build-up on Ukraine’s borders."
Macron met with Putin on Monday and with Zelenskyy the following day for security talks. On 
Thursday, political advisers of the Normandy Four, comprising Russia, Ukraine, Germany and 
France, will meet in Berlin to discuss the resolution of conflict in eastern Ukraine.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
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US Sees Indications of More Russian Military Tactical Groups on Way to Ukraine - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States sees indications that Russia is moving 
additional battalion tactical groups to the border with Ukraine amid tensions between Moscow 
and Kiev, US Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said on Wednesday.
"V\fe maintain that he [Russian President Vladimir Putin] is north of 100,000 [troops on the 
border with Ukraine] for sure. And he continues to add to that capability. We also see indications 
that additional battalion tactical groups are on their way. So, every day he adds to his options, 
every day he adds to his capabilities," Kirby said during a press briefing.
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US Rejects Report Questioning Kabul Attack Probe, Says No Proof Anyone Hit by Gunfire

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department has rejected the report by 
CNN saying that its probe has found no definitive evidence that anyone was killed by gunfire in 
the Kabul airport attack, Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said in a press briefing on
Wednesday.
A CNN investigation has questioned the results of an official report claiming that no people were 
killed by gunfire during the suicide bombing at Kabul Airport in August 2021.
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"The investigation we believe was comprehensive. It was credible and it was quite definitive,"
Kirby said. "The investigation found no definitive proof that anyone was ever hit or killed by 
gunfire, either US or Afghan, and I think I'd leave it at that."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Senate Panel Urges Biden to Give Kiev Intel on Russia to Fullest Extent Possible - Letter

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US Senate Intelligence Committee on Wednesday 
urged President Joe Biden to provide Ukraine with as much intelligence as possible with respect 
to Russia’s military activity near its western border.
"[Wje request that the United States share intelligence with Ukraine to the fullest extent possible 
... we need to arm Ukraine with critical information needed to defend their country," the 
committee said in a letter to Biden.
The precarious situation around Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after 
Russia was accused of building up troops near the Ukrainian border and allegedly preparing for 
an invasion. Moscow has denied the accusations, pointing to NATO's military activity near 
Russian borders, which it deems a threat to its national security.
Moscow published its security suggestions for NATO and the United States in late 2021 as 
tensions rose around Ukraine. Moscow specifically requested guarantees that NATO would not 
expand eastward to include Ukraine and Georgia, to which Washington has replied by insisting 
it will not allow anyone to slam NATO’s open-door policy shut. The US and NATO have 
submitted their responses to the proposals, which Moscow is still analyzing before deciding on 
the next step.
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No ‘Compelling Reason’ to Start US Rate Hike With 0.5% Raise - Cleveland Fed Chief

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - There is not a strong enough case to have a 
half-percentage point increase for the first US interest rate hike in the pandemic era, Cleveland 
Federal Reserve President Loretta Mester said Wednesday.
"I don't see a compelling reason to begin with a 50-basis point rate increase," Mester said in a 
live-streamed speech, referring to the Fed hike expected when the central bank’s policy-making 
Federal Open Market Committee, or FOMC, meets in March.
The Fed slashed rates to almost zero after the COVID-19 outbreak of March 2020, and kept 
them there to aid recovery. The central bank also provided stimulus of more than $2 trillion over 
the past 20 months to ensure enough money to sustain credit markets. On top of that, the 
federal government spent trillions of dollars more on pandemic relief measures, while employers 
paid out higher wages to working Americans.
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All that money, along with supply chain bottlenecks arising from the pandemic, have created 
soaring inflation as the economy grew 5.7% last year after a 3.5% contraction in 2020. The US 
Consumer Price Index, a key barometer for inflation, jumped 7% in the year to December, 
growing at its fastest since 1982. The Fed’s own tolerance for inflation is a mere 2% a year. 
Money market traders expect the FOMC to hike rates as many as five times this year between 
its March and November policy meetings. The Fed committee is scheduled to meet seven times 
this year, with a final meeting in mid-December.
What no one is sure of is the size of the rate hikes, with Fed officials still debating whether they 
should be quarter-percentage or half-percentage point hikes.
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Two-Thirds of Americans Unable to Find Ukraine on Map, Those Who Can More Hawkish - Poll 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Two out of three Americans are unable to locate Ukraine 
on a map but those who can are more likely to support further US action in the region, a 
Morning Consult poll report published on Wsdnesday said.
"When asked to find Ukraine on a blank map of Europe, only about 1 in 3 voters correctly 
located the country," the report said.
However, the polling data also found that voters who can identify Ukraine on a map are more 
likely to back stronger policy responses against Russia.
Almost 60% of those who could locate Ukraine supported broad sanctions on Russia if they 
launch an invasion, 50% supported sending more weapons to Ukraine while pursuing diplomacy 
with Russia, and 34% supported sending more troops to Eastern Europe if Russia invades, 
even if there may be US casualties, the report said.
The support for such actions was higher for those who could locate Ukraine than those who 
could not. Those who were unable to locate Ukraine supported the aforementioned measures 
41%, 37% and 26% respectively, according to the polling data.
Nearly three out of four respondents were able to locate Russia on the map, although none 
selected Crimea when asked to identify the country, while many did when identifying Ukraine, 
the report added.
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Russian Diplomats in Canada Honor Imperial Consul General Passek on Eve of Diplomats’ Day

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russian Ambassador to Canada Oleg Stepanov and 
Consul General in Montreal Alexander Noskov laid wreaths at the grave of the Consul General 
of the Russian Empire, Nikolay Passek, who died there in 1914.
The ceremony took place at the Mount Royal cemetery in Montreal to mark the upcoming 
Diplomats' Day.
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"February 10 is a day that symbolizes the continuity of the tradition of our diplomatic service, 
inextricably linked with the centuries-old history of Russia," Stepanov said. "This professional 
holiday is very important for the young generation of diplomats who are just starting their service 
to the state, as it reminds them of the achievements and merits of their predecessors." 
Diplomats' Day is traditionally celebrated in Russia on February 10 and honors Russian 
diplomatic staff of past and present. The holiday was created in 2002 by a presidential decree 
and references February 10, 1549, the date when the Posolsky Prikaz, Russia's first foreign 
affairs agency, was first mentioned in official chronicles.
Passek comes from a noble family, who at one time moved from Bohemia to Lithuania, and then 
to the Smolensk province. He received his secondary education in the UK, after which he 
graduated from the law faculty of Moscow University. In 1900-1902, he serves as Consul 
General in Sydney, 1902-1912 - as Consul General in the Persian province of Bandar Bushehr. 
Serving as Consul General in Australia in 1900-1902, in 1901 he was present in Sydney at the 
official ceremony of the proclamation of the Australian Union, and in Melbourne at the opening 
of the Parliament of the new British Dominion.
Then for more than 10 years he was consul general in the Persian province of Bandar Bushehr. 
During his service, Passek compiled the most detailed map of Persia at that time, including 
even post offices, for which he received an award from the Shah and was elected a member of 
the Persian Academy of Sciences. There, Passek considered limiting the influence of England 
to be his main diplomatic task.
Since December 12, Passek served as Consul General in Canada's Montreal.
Passek was appointed as Consul General to Barcelona in 1913, but never made it there.
The obituary then said about him that Duke de Passek died in Montreal away from his 
homeland, without a wife or heirs who could pass down his name to descendants.
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Police Responding to Multiple Bomb Threats in US Capital, 3 Schools Evacuated - Statement 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3, 4)
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The \Afeshington Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) 
is responding to several bomb threats in the US capital and is evacuating public and charter 
schools, MPD said on Wednesday.
“MPD is responding to multiple bomb threats around the District [of Columbia], including DCPS 
and DC Charter Schools. Schools are currently being evacuated. Investigations are ongoing,” 
the police department said via Twitter.
According to the WUSA9 news channel, MPD evacuated at least three public high schools 
minutes apart after the bomb threats were made. The three high schools are Dunbar, Roosevelt 
and Ron Brown.
Dunbar high school has been evacuated second time this week after a similar bomb threat was 
made on Tuesday and prompted evacuation of the second gentleman Doug Emhoff, the 
husband of US Vice President Kamala Harris, who was visiting the school at that time.
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US Says Working to Alleviate Risks to Supply Chains, Auto Industry After Canada's Protests

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US government is working to alleviate the risks to 
the supply chains, and in particular the risks to the automobile industry, posed by the 
anti-vaccine mandate protests in Canada, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on
Wednesday.
"We are watching this very closely," Psaki said during a press briefing. "The Ambassador bridge 
is Canada's busiest link to the United States and accounts for 25% of trade between the two 
countries. The blockade poses a risk to supply chains, for the auto industry... Ws are focused on 
this, the President [Joe Biden] is working on this, we are working to alleviate the impact."
Psaki added that the Biden administration is taking steps to resolve the issue and is in touch 
with the Canadian government.
Canada's sate broadcaster CBC News reported that the Ambassador Bridge - connecting 
Detroit in the United States and Windsor in Canada - was blocked by protesting truckers and 
other Canadians on Monday night. The protesters have halted access to Canada by parking 
thousands of vehicles at the border and are keeping one lane open for those traveling into the 
United States, according to the report.
The wave of protests across Canada began in January, with tens of thousands of truckers, 
farmers and other demonstrators converging on Ottawa to demand the removal of COVID-19 
vaccine mandates. The protest has since evolved into an anti-government demonstration, with 
additional various groups of citizens uniting in opposition to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
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Former Afghan Troops Joining IS in Northern Provinces - Russian Deputy Envoy to UN

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - Some former Afghan government troops in northern 
provinces are joining the Islamic State terror group (IS, banned in Russia), Russia’s deputy 
envoy to the United Nations told the UN Security Council on Wednesday.
"There is information that there is movement in the northern provinces of Afghanistan consisting 
of some former government forces from the Army and the Special Forces and joining IS. This is 
a similar picture to the one that we saw in Iraq," Gennady Kuzmin said.
The diplomat also pointed out that the United Sates and its allies leaving "huge stocks" of 
modern weapons and technology after their withdrawal from Afghanistan allowed terrorists to 
significantly increase their capabilities.
The Taliban (under UN sanctions for terrorism) took over Afghanistan last August, prompting the 
government in Kabul to collapse. The same month, American and NATO troops competed their 
withdrawal from the country.
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US Sees Russian-Belarus Preparations for Military Drills as 'Escalatory' - White House

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United States sees Russian-Belarus preparations 
for military drills as escalatory, but Washington will not predict their meaning in terms of a 
potential invasion of Ukraine, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Wednesday.
"As we look at the preparations of these military exercises again we see that they are more 
escalatory, not deescalatory... That is concerning, but I won't make predictions what it means in 
terms of an invasion," Psaki told reporters.
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Sherman, Allies Agree on Importance of Close Coordination on Russia, Ukraine - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US Deputy Secretary of State V\fendy Sherman, NATO 
Deputy Secretary-General Mircea Geoana, European External Action Service 
Secretary-General Stefano Sannino and OSCE Secretary-General Helga Schmid met and 
agreed on the need to closely coordinate actions to de-escalate the situation concerning Russia 
and Ukraine, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout on Wednesday. 
"The participants discussed the Russia's unprovoked military buildup on Ukraine’s borders, 
continued NATO, OSCE and EU engagement, and our coordinated preparations for every 
eventuality, including our ongoing commitment to diplomacy as demonstrated by the launch on 
February 8 in Vienna of a renewed OSCE European security dialogue," Price said. "They 
agreed on the importance of continued close coordination in urging Russia to choose diplomacy 
and take concrete steps to de-escalate.”
Last month, Russia engaged in security talks with the United States, NATO and the OSCE to 
address national security concerns over the alliance’s plans to further expand eastward and the 
consequent Ukraine crisis.
Russia continues to engage in high-level security talks with the United States and other 
European countries in an attempt to resolve differences over security concerns in Eastern 
Europe, especially with respect to Ukraine.
Moscow seeks legally-binding guarantees that NATO will not continue to expand eastward, 
including in Ukraine and Georgia, because such moves represent a direct threat to Russia’s 
national security. However, NATO member states have said the alliance's open door policy will 
remain in place.
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Biden Spoke With Macron, WII Talk Wth Other European Leaders This Week - White House

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden spoke with French counterpart 
Emmanuel Macron and will speak with other European leaders later this week, White House 
spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Wednesday.
"The President spoke with President Macron this morning," Psaki said during a press briefing. "I 
expect he will speak with a number of other European counterparts as the week proceeds,” 
Macron met with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Monday and with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy the following day. On Thursday, political advisers of the Normandy Four, 
comprising Russia, Ukraine, Germany and France, will meet in Berlin to discuss the resolution 
of conflict in eastern Ukraine.
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Police Responding to Multiple Bomb Threats in US Capital, Evacuating Schools - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The Washington Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) 
is responding to several bomb threats in the US capital and is evacuating public and charter 
schools, the MPD said on Wednesday.
"MPD is responding to multiple bomb threats around the District including DC PS and DC 
Charter Schools. Schools are currently being evacuated. Investigations are ongoing," the police 
department said via Twitter.
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Canada’s City of Wndsor Seeks Extra Police Deployed to Deal Wth Border Protests - Mayor 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 3-9)
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The city of Wndsor in the Canadian province of Ontario 
on Wednesday requested additional police to be deployed to deal with peaceful protesters 
blocking traffic at the Ambassador Bridge on the border with the United States, Mayor Drew 
Dilkens said on Wednesday.
"While we are hopeful the situation can be resolved in the near term, we need to plan for a 
protracted protest and have requested additional personnel to be deployed to Wndsor to 
support our hard-working members of the police service," Dilkens said during a press briefing. 
While the situation is unusual, the authorities do not consider extraordinary measures and are 
trying to solve the situation without taking additional law enforcement steps, he said.
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Dilkens did not rule out the possibility that a police response can escalate the situation and 
emphasized that the authorities are not considering a state of emergency.
"It is not required. Declaring a state of emergency will not do anything to change the situation,” 
he added.
Windsor Police Chief Pamela Muzino said during the press briefing that law enforcement will 
conduct investigations and take ail other essential measures at the appropriate time.
"The action that we take will prioritize our public safety and keeping the peace,” Munzino said. 
Canadian state broadcaster CBC News reported that the bridge was blocked by protesting 
truckers and other Canadians on Monday night. The protesters, who seek COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates removed, have halted access to Canada and are keeping one lane open for those 
traveling into the United States, according to the report.
The wave of protests across Canada began in January, with tens of thousands of truckers, 
farmers and other demonstrators converging on Ottawa to demand the removal of vaccine 
mandates. The protest has since evolved into an anti-government demonstration, with additional 
various groups of citizenry uniting in opposition to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
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Russian Ambassador Says New US Sanctions Just a Matter of Time

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - New Russia sanctions are to be expected, the only 
question is their timing, Ambassador in Washington Anatoly Antonov said on Wednesday.
"The feeling is that sanctions will be worked out... The question is when they will be 
introduced," Antonov told reporters.
The ambassador noted a bipartisan consensus in the US with regard to Russia, with 
Republicans and Democrats in Congress "competing" in who will propose harsher sanctions.
On Tuesday, Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer said that US lawmakers are moving 
toward agreement on an anti-Russian sanctions bill over the situation in Ukraine. He said that 
the basic view of many and of the White House is to "pass a full strong sanctions bill before any 
invasion."
Russia has repeatedly denied allegations that it intends to attack any country, including Ukraine, 
and vocally reserves its right to conduct troop movements on its own territory. Moscow 
dismisses the West's accusations as a pretext for NATO to deploy more military hardware and 
troops closer to Russian borders.
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UN to Issue New Policy on Indoor Masking After New York Lifts Mandate - Spokesperson
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UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - The United Nations headquarters complex in New 
York City will soon make a new recommendation on the requirement to wear masks inside the 
building following the state's decision to lift the mandate for indoor places, United Nations 
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a press briefing on Wednesday.
Earlier in the day, New York Governor Kathy Hochul announced the state will lift its indoor mask 
mandate for businesses starting on Thursday. However, Hochul said counties and cities will be 
able to maintain their own mask requirements.
"I spoke to our medical service this morning, they are waiting to see exactly what the new 
regulation will be,” Dujarric said after Hochul’s announcement. “We are fully aware of what is 
going on and we'll make the necessary adjustments.”
Dujarric said the UN Occupational Safety and Health Committee will assess the situation inside 
the United Nations headquarters and make a medical recommendation to the world body’s 
senior leadership.
New York reintroduced its mask mandate for indoor places on December 13 after a statewide 
surge in cases of the coronavirus Omicron variant.
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US-Russian Citizen Accused of $4.5Bln Crypto Hack Ordered for Medical Treatment - Filing

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US-Russian dual citizen Ilya Lichtenstein was ordered 
for medical treatment while he awaits further legal proceedings against him and his wife Heather 
Morgan for allegedly laundering roughly $4.5 billion in bitcoin stolen from the Bitfinex 
cryptocurrency platform in 2016, a court order filed on Wednesday said.
Magistrate Judge Debra Freeman ordered medical treatment for Lichtenstein, who alongside 
Morgan is facing charges including conspiracy to commit money laundering and conspiracy to 
defraud the US government.
The nature of the medical treatment and whether it was requested by Lichtenstein or the court 
remains unknown.
The couple allegedly used numerous sophisticated methods, including the use of false 
identities, to launder money stolen from the Bitfinex hack, during which almost 120,000 bitcoin 
were taken illegally.
A federal court initially granted Lichtenstein and Morgan bail, but the decision was halted by 
Chief Judge Beryl Howell of the US District Court for the District of Columbia, who ordered a 
review of the detention order.
The Federal Bureau of Prisons lists Morgan as being held at Metropolitan Detention Center 
Brooklyn in New York City, where the couple resides in a Wall Street apartment where prices per 
unit can reach as high as $7 million.
Lichtenstein’s location is unknown, with no Federal Bureau of Prisons records appearing under 
his name.
A lawyer representing Lichtenstein told Sputnik that, as a rule, he does not talk to the press 
about cases so will not comment.
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Prosecutors on Tuesday requested that the court issue an order directing the US Marshall 
service to transport Lichtenstein to \Afeshington, DC for further proceedings.
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Canada’s City of Windsor Asks Extra Police Deployment to Deal With Border Protests - Mayor

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The city of Wndsor in the Canadian province of Ontario 
on Wednesday requested additional police deployment to deal with trucker protests blocking 
traffic at the Ambassador Bridge on the border with the United States, Mayor Drew Dilkens said 
on Wednesday.
"While we are hopeful the situation can be resolved in the near term, we need to plan for a 
protracted protest and have requested additional personnel to be deployed to Wndsor to 
support our hard-working members of the police service," he said.
Canadian state broadcaster CBC News reported that the bridge was blocked on Monday night. 
The protesters have halted access to Canada, and are keeping one lane open for those 
traveling into the United States, according to the report.
The wave of protests across Canada began in January, with thousands of truckers and other 
demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates for 
truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an anti-government 
demonstration, with various groups uniting in opposition of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
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Russia, US Maintain 'Silent' Diplomatic Contacts on Security Issues - Ambassador

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russia and the United States maintain "silent" 
diplomatic contacts on security issues which Moscow deems important not only in terms of the 
Ukraine crisis or European security, but international order, Ambassador in Washington Anatoly 
Antonov said on Wednesday.
"We have not stopped contacts [with the US]. We are in constant contact. We just assume and 
prefer to talk in silence, without advertising, without attracting the attention of media. We need 
not just an event - a meeting, a conversation - we need a specific result," Antonov said during a 
wreath-laying ceremony on the eve of Diplomats’ Day. "The attempts here by colleagues in 
Washington to reduce the whole issue [of security guarantees] to Ukraine are absolutely wrong. 
Wfe're not talking about that. We are not even talking about European security. We are talking 
about international order."
In late 2021, Moscow published its security suggestions for the US and NATO as tensions rose 
around Ukraine. It requested, in particular, guarantees that the alliance would not expand 
eastward. In January, Washington and NATO sent their written confidential responses to
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Moscow. Russia has said that the West's replies ignored its fundamental concerns and 
demands, but promised to carefully review them.
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US, UK Cyber Agencies Saw Increased Globalized Ransomware Threat in 2021 - Advisory 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - The cybersecurity authorities in the United States,
United Kingdom and Australia saw an increased globalized ransomware threat in 2021, the 
three countries said in a joint advisory on Wednesday.
"The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency (CISA), and the National Security Agency (NSA) observed incidents involving 
ransomware against 14 of the 16 US critical infrastructure sectors, including the defense 
industrial base, emergency services, food and agriculture, government facilities, and Information 
Technology sectors," the advisory said.
The Australian authorities saw continued ransomware targeting of the nation’s critical 
infrastructure, including the healthcare and financial systems, the advisory said. Similarly, UK 
cybersecurity authorities recognized ransomware as the biggest cyber threat to the country, it 
added.
Major trends show that cybercriminals are gaining access to networks via phishing, stolen 
remote desktop Protocols (RDP) credentials or by using brute force as well as are exploiting 
software vulnerabilities, the advisory noted.
"Phishing emails, RDP exploitation, and exploitation of software vulnerabilities remained the top 
three initial infection vectors for ransomware incidents in 2021. Once a ransomware threat actor 
has gained code execution on a device or network access, they can deploy ransomware," the 
advisory said.
Cybercriminais also improved their capabilities by employing independent services to negotiate 
payments, assist victims with making the payments and arbitrate payment disputes between 
themselves and other bad actors. The UK authorities said they observed some ransomware 
threat actors offering their victims the services of a 24/7 help center to expedite ransom 
payments and restore encrypted systems or data, the advisory said.
The three countries accused Eurasian-based ransomware groups of sharing victim information 
with each other.
"For example, after announcing its shutdown, the BlackMatter ransomware group transferred its 
existing victims to infrastructure owned by another group, known as Lockbit 2.0. In October 
2021, Conti ransomware actors began selling access to victims’ networks, enabling follow-on 
attacks by other cyber threat actors," the advisory said.
Cybersecurity authorities recommended that vulnerable businesses should follow a special 
Ransomware Response List, scan backup data with an antivirus program to check that it is free 
of malware and report incidents to respective agencies.
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Russian Ambassador Confirms US May Still Ask Him to Leave Over Visa-Related Tensions

(Updates with more details, background in paras 4-10)
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russian Ambassador in Washington Anatoly Antonov 
confirmed on Wednesday that the US government could still request that he leaves the United 
States over the lingering visa issues.
In January, Antonov said the US State Department had informed the Russian Embassy that he 
would be forced to leave by April if Russia failed to issue visas to the guards of the US 
ambassador in Moscow.
"Yes," Antonov told reporters in response to a question whether the United States could ask him 
to leave. "I reaffirm this American position. Indeed, the situation is the same as it was when I 
first spoke about it... This means that the Americans are not ruling out the possibility of choosing 
a path involving lowering the level of diplomatic presence in Moscow and Washington."
Antonov noted that the United States has been reducing Russia’s diplomatic missions in 
Washington, New York and Houston.
"Accordingly, Moscow is taking retaliatory measures, American diplomats are leaving," he said. 
Antonov emphasized that Russia firmly believes such measures will not lead to anything good. 
"This is the most counterproductive step when diplomatic missions are reduced, when this or 
that country strikes at the diplomatic presence. The best option is to leave them alone and let 
them work normally, calmly," he said.
When asked whether the US government responded to Russia's request to issue visas to 
Russian diplomats to replace those who were ordered to leave the United States, Antonov said, 
"No, the Americans are reducing our presence here and do not always issue visas, moreover, 
they give visas only in exchange for visas for their employees."
"At the same time, it is important that for themselves, Americans often require visas without any 
exchanges," he said. "We said that we are ready to assist our American colleagues in forming 
the structure of the embassy that they need, but there will be no automaticity here. We are 
ready to work on an equal basis."
Antonov said last month that there are 184 employees left at the Russian Embassy following 
Washington's September order for 55 staffers to leave the United States. Russia reserves the 
right to respond, he added.
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IS Terror Group Likely to Regroup After Killing of Leader - UN Counterterrorism Chief

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - The Islamic State terrorist group (IS, banned in 
Russia) may still be capable of regrouping and even intensifying its activities after the killing of
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its leader Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Counter-Terrorism Vladimir Voronkov said on Wednesday.
"It is encouraging to note that according to a report, a targeted attack last week resulted in the 
death of Daesh [IS] leader... Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi. While this is, perhaps, the 
most significant in a series of blows against its leadership in recent months, Daesh is known for 
its ability to regroup despite similar losses in the past, maintaining and intensifying its activities 
in conflict-affected regions across the world," Voronkov told the UN Security Council.
Voronkov noted that although military counterterrorism operations are necessary, a strong focus 
must be put on prevention techniques to address core factors that attract new followers.
"I therefore urge the council and all member states to use every available tool at their disposal 
to sustain important gains against the threat posed by Daesh to prevent its regional expansion 
and curtail its capabilities to launch attacks and recruit new members," he said.
On February 3, US President Joe Biden announced that al-Qurayshi had been eliminated during 
a US military operation in northwestern Syria.
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Sherman, European Counterparts Review Latest Ukraine Developments - US State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US Deputy Secretary of State Wfendy Sherman spoke 
with key European counterparts to review the status of the ongoing security talks with Russia 
over the Ukraine situation and military support for NATO countries on the Eastern flank, State 
Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday.
"Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman spoke today with French MFA Secretary General 
Francois Delattre, German MFA State Secretary Andreas Michaelis, Italian MFA Political 
Director Pasquale Ferrara, and UK Minister of State for Middle East, North Africa, and North 
America James Cleverly," Price said in a press release. "Deputy Secretary Sherman reaffirmed 
the United States’ readiness, together with Allies and partners, to impose swift, severe costs on 
Russia in response to any further military aggression by Russia against Ukraine."
Sherman and her European counterparts discussed the status of ongoing security talks with 
Russia, the release said.
The officials also coordinated on military support for NATO allies on the Eastern flank, the 
release added.
The situation regarding Ukraine has worsened over the past several months after the United 
States and its allies accused Russia of a troop build-up on the Ukraine border and of plans to 
invade that country. Russia has said it does not plan to attack any country, including Ukraine, 
but reserves the right to move troops on its sovereign territory. Russia has warned that NATO's 
activities and plans to further move eastward pose a threat to its national security.
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US Crude Oil Sees Biggest Weekly Drawdown Since October 2018 - Energy Agency

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - US crude stockpiles last week fell the most in more than 
three years as demand for oil picked up amid higher mobility and activity, data from the Energy 
Information Administration (ESA) showed.
Crude kept in storage across the United States fell by 4.76 million barrels during the week 
ended February 4, the most for a week since October 2018, historical data from the ElA’s 
Weekly Petroleum Status Report revealed.
Analysts polled by US media had forecast a drawdown of just around 1.5 million barrels for last 
week.
The larger-than-expected drop added to the previous week’s decline of 1.046 million barrels in 
crude stocks.
Questions about the demand for oil had cropped up in recent weeks as ElAdata showed little 
reductions in crude stocks and a jump instead in gasoline inventories despite a nationwide 
plunge in COVID-19 cases and hospital admissions that would have typically led to more 
mobility and economic activity.
“Finally, there is some correlation here between the EIA numbers and the dropping US COVID 
case counts,” John Kilduff, partner at the energy hedge fund Again Capital, said.
Gasoline inventories also fell last week, drawing down by 1.64 million barrels versus projections 
for a 1.5-million barrel drop. Gasoline barrels had piled up over the past month, ballooning by 
nearly 40 million barrels in the ten weeks to January 28.
Gasoline is the U nited States' premier fuel product and inventories of the fuel soared over the 
past month as refiners appeared to be maximizing fuel processing ahead of scheduled plant 
maintenance in March. Escalating winter temperatures in January also typically lead to less 
driving among Americans.
Stockpiles of distillates, which include diesel and heating oil, fell by 929,000 barrels last week 
against expectations for a draw of 1.5 million and the previous week’s drop of 2.4 million, the 
ElAdata showed. Distillates are refined into diesel for trucks, buses, trains and ships as well as 
fuel for jets.
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New York to End Mask Mandate for Most Indoor Public Places on Thursday - Governor

NEW YORK, February 9 (Sputnik) - The US state of New York will end its mask mandate for 
most indoor places starting February 10, Governor Kathy Hochul said in a statement on
Wednesday.
"We are not where we were in early December. New Yorkers did the right thing to get through 
the winter surge, and we can now lift the statewide mask-or-vaccine requirement for indoor 
businesses starting tomorrow," Hochul said via Twitter.
She added that counties, cities and businesses can still require people to wear masks.
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Russian Envoy Not Ruling Out Moscow-V\feshington Contacts at Highest Level 
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russian Ambassador Anatoly Antonov is not ruling out 
further contacts at the highest level between Moscow and Washington in light of tensions over 
Ukraine and security in Eastern Europe.
"No practical work is being done in this regard, but such contacts cannot be ruled out. They are 
simply in demand. All contacts are in demand at any level," Antonov told reporters on 
Wednesday, when asked about the possibility of contacts between the United States and Russia 
at the highest level.
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Russian Ambassador Confirms US May Still Ask Him to Leave Over Visa Tensions

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russian Ambassador in Washington Anatoly Antonov 
confirmed on Wednesday the US administration could still request that he leave the country 
over lingering visa tensions.
In January, Antonov said that the Department of State had informed them he would be forced to 
leave by April if Russia failed to issue visas to guards of the US ambassador in Moscow.
"Yes," Antonov told reporters in response to the question whether the United States could ask 
him to leave. "I reaffirm this American position. Indeed, the situation is the same as it was when 
I first spoke about it... This means that the Americans are not ruling out the possibility of 
choosing a path involving lowering the level of diplomatic presence in Moscow and 
Washington."
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US Judge Halts Decision to Grant Bail for Couple in Alleged $4.5Bln Crypto Hack - Order 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 4-6)
WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - A judge halted a US federal court’s decision to grant bail 
to US and Russian citizen Ilya Lichtenstein and his wife Heather Morgan while the two await trial 
for allegedly laundering $4.5 billion in bitcoin hacked from the Bitfinex cryptocurrency platform in 
2016, a court order said on Wednesday.
Chief Judge Beryl Howell of the US District Court for the District of Columbia granted the 
government’s request to stay and review the initial detention order that granted Lichtenstein and 
Morgan an $8 million bail.
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Lichtenstein and Morgan were charged with conspiracy to commit money laundering and 
conspiracy to defraud the United States, which carry a maximum sentence of 20 years and five 
years in prison, respectively.
The court will hold a hearing on the matter, led by Howell, on Friday at 2:00 p.m. ET. The judge 
directed the government and defense attorneys to submit materials related to the issue of 
detention before the hearing.
Lichtenstein and Morgan were initially granted bail and ordered to remain at home with 
electronic monitoring ankle bracelets. The couple resides in a Wall Street apartment where 
prices per unit can reach as high as $7 million. A concierge for the apartment told a Sputnik 
correspondent that the couple is not home and declined to say when they had last been there. 
The couple allegedly used numerous sophisticated methods, including the use of false 
identities, to launder money stolen from the Bitfinex hack, during which almost 120,000 bit coin 
were taken illegaly.
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Islamic State Enjoys Greater Freedom in Afghanistan Since Taliban Takeover - UN Official

UNITED NATIONS, February 9 (Sputnik) - The Islamic State terror group (banned in Russia) 
enjoys greater freedom in Afghanistan than at any time in recent history after the Taliban 
(sanctioned by the United Nations for terrorist activities) took over the country last year, UN 
Under-Secretary-General for Counter-Terrorism Vladimir Voronkov said on Wednesday.
"The security landscape in Afghanistan changed dramatically on the 15th of August following 
the Taliban takeover. Member states are concerned that Daesh [Islamic State] and other 
terrorist groups enjoy greater freedom in Afghanistan than at any time in recent history,” 
Voronkov told the UN Security Council.
Voronkov repeated the call made earlier by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on the 
global community to work collectively to prevent Afghanistan from once again becoming a safe 
haven for terrorism.
In December, Afghanistan’s Ambassador to Tajikistan Muhammad Zahir Agbartold Sputnik that 
the Taliban grants Afghan passports to al-Qaeda and Islamic State fighters.
Since the Taliban return to power in Afghanistan in mid-August, Islamists have allegedly carried 
out several terrorist attacks across the country, including at the Kabul airport in August in which 
more than 180 people were killed, and on a Shiite mosque in Kunduz in October that resulted in 
more than 150 people being killed.
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Russian Envoy Lays Wreath at Tomb of 19th Century Predecessor Bodisco Buried in 
Washington
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WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - Russian Ambassador to the United States Anatoly 
Antonov was joined by diplomatic corps in laying a wreath at the tomb of his 19th century 
predecessor, Alexander Bodisco, who was buried in the US capital.
The ceremony took place at the Oak Hill Cemetery in Georgetown on Friday to mark the 
upcoming Diplomats' Day.
"Of course, with a share of sadness, with a share of, if you want, kindness, I don’t want to say 
the word 'envy,' we look at what Alexander Andreevich [Bodiscoj managed to do in 17 years. 
Unfortunately, we haven't been able to do that yet. I want to assure you that Russian diplomats 
are doing everything possible to stabilize Russian-American relations, because, I am sure, such 
a state is in the national interests of Russia and the United States," Antonov said during the 

ceremony.
Bodisko was the envoy of the Russian Empire to the United States in the middle of the 19th 
century, during the rapprochement between the two countries before the Crimean War, and died 
in 1854 after 17 years on the post.
Due to his funeral, the US Congress stopped working for a day, which was an unprecedented 
event. President Franklin Pierce and all members of the government attended the mourning 

ceremony.
Diplomats' Day is celebrated in Russia on February 10 and honors Russian diplomatic staff of 
past and present. The holiday was created in 2002 by a presidential decree and references 
February 10, 1549, the date when the Posolsky Prikaz, Russia's first foreign affairs agency, was 
first mentioned in the official chronicles.
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More Democratic, GOP Voters Support \ftfeiving COVID Vaccine Patent Rights - Poll

WASHINGTON, February 9 (Sputnik) - A little more than half of US voters back a proposal to 
temporarily waive patent rights for COVID-19 vaccines in an effort to boost production in 
low-income countries, with a rise in support observed both among Democrats and Republicans, 
according to a Morning Consult/Politico poll out on Wednesday.
"Fifty-two percent of voters said they support a proposal that would allow the WTO to pause 
COVID-19 vaccine patent protections, up slightly from 48 percent who said the same in May 
2021," the poll found. "The uptick was driven by an increase of 10 percentage points among 
Republicans, 41 percent of whom now say they’re in favor of temporarily waiving patent rights 
so developing countries can make the shots. Democratic voters remain more likely to support 
the proposal, at 66 percent."
President Joe Biden supports the waiver. Republican lawmakers and the American drug lobby 
generally oppose it, with the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America saying 
last week that waiving patent rights would not help with vaccine production and distribution 
bottlenecks, but "undermine the ability to respond to both the current pandemic and future 
health crises."
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The poll was conducted from February 5-6 among representative samples of about 2,000 
registered voters each, with margins of error of +1-2 percentage points.
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