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First Woman, Fourth Person Overall Cured of HIV Using Gene Therapy 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

A fourth person has achieved remission of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection 
following gene therapy and the ending of antiretroviral treatment. She is also the first woman to 
do so.
The woman, whose identity was not revealed by her doctors at New York-Presbyterian/Weill 
Cornell Medical Center in New York City, received stem-cell transplants from an adult relative 
and of umbilical cord blood from an unrelated newborn in order to treat acute myeloid leukemia, 
according to the Wall Street Journal (WSJ).
The sources weren’t random: the stem cells put into her body contained a genetic mutation that 
renders the CCR5 gene, a common entry point for HIV into the body’s immune system cells, 
impassable to the virus. If left untreated, a lengthy HIV infection can develop into Acquired 
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) - a condition in which the virus has hamstrung the body’s 
immune system, meaning a typically minor infection can become life-threatening.
This patient is the first woman the procedure has ever worked in, but three other men have also 
achieved HIV remission following similar gene therapy treatments for blood cancers like 
leukemia. However, according to her doctors, the woman’s treatment process went considerably 
better than the men, who suffered major side effects; they credit her experience with the use of 
umbilical cord blood, the stem cells from which don’t have to be a perfect genetic match for the 
recipient.
However, she isn’t actually declared “cured” yet, as they need to wait and see if her infection 
returns. However, she stopped taking antiretroviral therapy, which HIV-positive people take in 
regular doses to keep their infections low, in October 2020. She received her transplant in 
August 2017
While the treatment is extremely specific and cannot be used to provide a general cure for the 
roughly 37.7 million peoplelivinq with HIV, it could help scientists understand howto develop 
newer gene therapies that are “scalable” across larger populations and that use a patient’s own 
cells, which would be far safer, Steven Deeks of the University of California, San Francisco, told 
the WSJ.
HIV is known as one of the world’s most stubborn epidemic viruses, able to weather most 
treatments doctors have thrown at it. When it was identified in the early 1980s in the United 
States, it was found mostly among gay men and transgender women, the social stigmas of 
which led to years of indifference by medical professionals and national leaders, activists said at 
the time. Until an effective treatment was found in 1996, contracting HIV was seen by many as a 
death sentence.
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Despite the drug’s discovery, HIV deaths did not peak until a decade later, as the treatment was 
extremely expensive in the First World and almost totally inaccessible in the Third, where the 
virus began to spread rapidly.
While many new drugs have been produced since then, which can block infection from 
occurring or suppress the virus to such low levels that patients are “functionally cured.” no true 
cure has ever been developed beyond the four gene therapy recipients.
According to the World Health Organization’s report on World AIDS Davon December 1,2021, 
some 1.5 million people were newly infected with HIV in 2020 and 680,000 people died from 
HIV-related causes. Roughly 36.6 million have died from complications of AIDS since the 
epidemic began in 1981.
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‘Ukrainian Stance Doesn’t Matter’: Bellicose US Posture Makes Kiev-Moscow Talks Harder,
Expert Says
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Any attempts by Ukraine to discuss de-escalation with Russia or to create an environment 
conducive to talks face a strong headwind from the US and UK, whose governments have 
continued their bellicose rhetoric to score “easy political points,” a British foreign affairs analyst 
told Sputnik.
“The Ukrainian stance doesn’t matter. As the last few days proved, neither President Biden or 
the mainstream media in the West care about the Ukrainian perspective,” Adriel Kasonta, a 
London-based foreign affairs analyst and former chairman of the International Affairs Committee 
at the Bow Group think tank, said on Tuesday.
Noting that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy contradicted Biden’s claims about a 
potential Russian invasion in the coming days, Kasonta said that “one seemed to pay much 
attention to what he was saying.”
“As we know, all the information about the alleged ‘invasion’ and ‘war’ have been coming from 
US intelligence, not from Ukraine,” he pointed out.
“Ukrainian hawks have acknowledged the reality long before the current standoff, but we have 
to understand that they’ve never been true masters of their own fate. The fact that Ukraine’s 
ambassador in London has been forced to backtrack on his previous comments made to the 
BBC that his country is willing to be ‘flexible’ on its ambition to join NATO proves my point. Kiev 
is just another pawn on the grand chessboard used by the US to advance their goals in Eastern 
Europe,” the analyst said.
‘Not Everything is Lost’ in NATO Talks
On Monday, Ukrainian Ambassador to the United Kingdom Vadym Prystaiko said Kiev "might 
agree" not to join NATO if it would help defuse the crisis with Russia.
"If we have to go through some serious concessions - that's something we might do, that's for 
sure,” he added.
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His words elicited approval from the Kremlin, with spokesman Dmitry Peskov saving that if Kiev 
did write off joining NATO, it would be “a step that would significantly contribute to formulating a 
more meaningful response to Russian concerns.” However, Peskov noted that it was unlikely to 
change Kiev’s worldview by itself.
However, Prystaiko’s words were quickly corrected by the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry, with 
spokesperson Oleg Nikolenko tweeting that Prystaiko’s words had been “taken out of context.” 
“The goal of NATO membership is enshrined in the Constitution of Ukraine and no decisions can 
contradict it. The matter of security guarantees for Ukraine is urgent,” Nikolenko added. Foreign 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba also said that the issue of Ukraine’s membership in NATO was up to 
Ukraine and the 30 NATO member states.
In separate comments to Reuters, Prystaiko clarified his position further, saying that while Kiev 
is “ready for many concessions,” they have “nothing to do with NATO.”
Despite Kiev doubling down on NATO membership, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
noted on Tuesday that NATO had recently begun changing its positions and was taking Russian 
security concerns more seriously than it has in years.
"The swiftness with which NATO has changed its position suggests that not everything is lost in 
relations with this bloc; [It indicates] that they can admit the obvious when they really want it," 
Lavrov said.
While the issue of NATO’s so-called “open door” membership policy remains Russia’s primary 
concern, Lavrov noted other areas that NATO has reacted more favorably, including a 
moratorium on intermediate-range missiles in the region following Washington’s destruction of 
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty in 2019. That deal had dramatically 
reduced tensions by banning missiles with dangerously short flight times, but the US withdrawal 
made it possible for US Aegis Ashore stations in Romania and Poland that Washington had 
declared purely defensive could be refitted to fire strike missiles with ranges reaching deep 
inside Russian territory.
Lavrov also noted Poland's proposal to revive the informal dialogue on European security within 
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), saying that such proposals 
show an "understanding of existing issues," as well as a "willingness" to deal with them. 
Posturing for Posterity
However, NATO isn’t the same thing as the United States. Kasonta told Sputnik that “it’ll take 
some time” until Washington starts taking Russia’s concerns seriously.
“The more they'll fear an assertive China, the more they’ll try to pretend that they understand 
Russia’s concerns and accept [Russia] as an equal partner. Nevertheless, it will never be an 
honest admission. They need Moscow to help them balance Beijing. It’s as simple as that.”
For Kasonta, Biden’s posturing as strong against Moscow and Beijing is essential to keep his 
administration afloat.
“Russia serves the role of evergreen unifier in the domestic politics of the US, since everyone 
seems to be on board with Biden’s Cold War-like ‘democracy vs autocracy’ populist rhetoric that 
allows him to reclaim the role of the Leader of the Free World,” the analyst said. “It means a lot 
to them since they crave for claiming the moral high ground over Russia, as well as China.” 
“Biden is desperate to find his place in history, and this cheap chutzpah is how he is going 
to be remembered beyond the so-called ‘Western world,”’ he added, noting the “same applies to 
Boris Johnson in the UK.”
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As an example, he predicted that Western leaders in general, but Biden in particular, would 
“exploit military drills in Belarus to their advantage” by ignoring Moscow’s transparency about 
the scheduling of those drills to “score some easy political points both at home and on the 
international stage.”
As a result, Kasonta noted that “the West can’t be trusted” because of how it views Russia and 
Russians.
“According to Westerners, ‘civilized’ people don't have to make any concessions to the 
‘barbarians’ from the East. In their mind, it always has to be another way around. Russian fears 
don't matter and are being played down as unjustified, post-Soviet paranoia. They’ll continue a 
dialogue with Russia, not to show empathy and genuine understanding, but to buy more time 
and eventually dismiss the Kremlin's legitimate concerns,” he said.
“If they had been acting in good faith, we wouldn't see this dangerous, warmongering show. It’s 
as simple as that. Moscow has to draw the correct conclusions and adjust its politics to the 
given circumstances. Being naive about the West and its ultimate intentions vis-a-vis Moscow 
can prove to be very dangerous for the future generations of Russians.”
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Le Drian Says France Will Totally Pull Out of Mali, But ‘Not Leaving’ Sahel Region 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

In the latest development of France’s row with Mali, Paris has opted to totally pull out of the 
Sahelian nation, saying it will continue fighting terrorist groups in nearby nations. However, its 
presence there is scarcely more welcomed by the local population than in Mali.
Speaking Monday on the France 5 public television network, French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian said President Emmanuel Macron “wanted us to reorganize, but we are not leaving” 
the Sahel.
"If the conditions are no longer met for us to be able to act in Mali, we will continue to fight 
terrorism alongside the other countries of the Sahel, which are quite demanding," the foreign 
minister said.
His words come two weeks after the government of Interim President Col. Assimi Goita expelled 
the French ambassador in retaliation for Le Drian calling the Malian government “out of control” 
due to its two coups d’etat since 2020 and numerous disputes with European powers that have 
deployed troops to the country.
Following the second coup in May 2021. in which Goita removed a civilian interim leadership 
and placed himself in charge, Macron said France would end its military cooperation with Mali 
but not totally depart the country. French troops have been engaged in Mali since 2013, when 
they responded to requests for help in fighting Tuareg rebels who had seized nearly half of the 
country. However, eight years later and the situation in Mali’s northeast is scarcely any better. 
Last week, Malian Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla Maiaa articulated a widespread belief in Mali 
that Operation Barkhane, the French anti-terror mission, had actually been helping the terrorist 
forces to regroup instead of eliminating them.
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"The intervention turned into a de-facto partition of Mali, which contributed to the sanctuarisation 
of our territories for the terrorists who had time to take refuge and reorganise themselves in 
order to come back in force," Maiga said.
The French presence in Mali has long been reviled, with many large demonstrations, especially 
as civilian deaths at the hands of French forces continued to mount. Operation Barkhane wasn’t 
much popular in France, either, where it was seen as a “forever war” analogous to the US War 
in Afghanistan.
France has reorganized its 5,000-strong deployment under Operation Barkhane into a smaller 
force of 2,500 to 3,000 soldiers, named Task Force Takuba. intended to continue fighting 
terrorist groups in the tri-state area where Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger meet. Following Le 
Drian’s comments, it seems those operations will only happen in Niger and Burkina Faso.
Later this week, Macron will hold a video conference with the leaders of Niger, Chad and 
Mauritania, three of the G5 Sahel nations, to discuss the counterterrorism operation and what 
Macron called “significant changes” to Paris’ military presence in the region.
According to French state radio broadcaster RFL a source close to Macron’s administration said 
that Niger “is not too attracted to the idea” of hosting the Takuba Task Force, and Mauritania 
wants to retain its neutrality in the dispute between its eastern neighbor and Paris.
Burkina Faso experienced its own military coup on January 24. which catapulted Lt. Col. 
Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba to the president’s office, who has not been invited to the meeting 
with Macron.
In November 2021, a French military convoy traveling from Cote D’Ivoire to Mali sparked large 
protests as it passed through Burkina Faso and Mali, which it shot its way out of, killing several 
demonstrators.
France claims that its failing grip on Mali and other former African colonies, like the Central 
African Republic, is due to the nefarious hand of Moscow, whose military advisers have been 
sought by both Bamako and Bangui. Both Russia and Mali have denied claims they are 
planning a Russian base in Mali, although Moscow reaffirmed its past military training with Mali, 
as well as that country’s right to seek help from any government or private firm it wishes.
Le Drian claimed on Monday that 1,000 members of PMC Wagner, a private military contractor 
based in Russia, are already deployed in Mali. The country has denied the presence of any 
Wagner mercenaries, and the Russian government, which has been accused by the West of 
controlling Wagner, has denied any connection to any talks between the private company and 
the Malian government.
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Virgin Galactic’s Stock Jumps 28% After Opening Sales for Flight Tickets 
By - Mary Manley

Virgin Galactic, the American space tourism company founded by Richard Branson, is opening 
ticket sales to the public for almost half a million dollars each.
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Virgin Galactic ticket prices start at $450,000 each, while requiring a deposit of $150.000. The 
two different packages offered are for couples and family members, or the option to book the 
entire flight, too. Once a deposit is paid, customers will not be able to receive all of their 
$150,000 in a refund, as Virgin has said $25,000 is not refundable, almost equal to the cost of 
one year at a public college in the States.
The introduction of Virgin’s spaceflight sales on Wednesday spiked their shares up 28%. The 
last high they hit was in June 2021 when their share was $57.51, a few weeks before Branson 
first took flight in July of the same year. In the past 12 months, their stocks have dropped 85%, 
as the company had to delay spaceflights to the public until 2022.
The share price of Virgin Galactic was $10.86 as of Wednesday afternoon.
Investors’ minds have been put at ease, and Virgin Galactic’s management has an upbeat 
attitude for the future.
“At Virgin Galactic, we believe that space is transformational,” said CEO Michael Colglazier in 
the company’s news release. “We plan to have our first 1,000 customers on board at the start of 
commercial service later this year, providing an incredibly strong foundation as we begin regular 
operations and scale our fleet.”
What does $450,000 with Virgin Galactic get you, exactly? The company says buyers will 
receive a 90-minute ride to the edge of space including the “signature air launch and Mach-3 
boost to space,” and passengers will be weightless for “several minutes” while enjoying views of 
Earth in space.
So far, Virgin Galactic has received 600 reservations in the past decade, with an additional 100 
tickets sold by November. Elon Musk is among those who have made a reservation.
Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin, a competitor of Virgin Galactic, has yet to decide on a final price for their 
own spaceflight tickets.
Bezos has said that the company is nearing $100 million in their sales so far, but hasn’t said 
how many ticket holders that sum includes. As for flight prices on New Shepard, the reusable 
suborbital rocket that launches out of Texas, prices for flights remain unknown.
“We don’t know quite yet” when Blue Origin will publicly announce a price, Mr. Bezos told 
reporters in July after his flight to space. “Right now we’re doing really well with private sales.”
As for the SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule, created by Elon Musk’s company and subsequently 
purchased by Axiom Space, flight costs amount to a hefty sum of $55 million. Three ticket 
purchasers will fly with Michael Lopez-Alegria, a former NASA astronaut who currently works for 
Axiom, to the International Space Station, which has received the green light from NASA. 
Axiom’s flight to the ISS is scheduled for March 30, 2022. The ticket purchasers include 
real-estate entrepreneur Larry Connor, Canadian businessman Mark Pathy, and Israeli investor 
Eytan Stibbe. The trip to space will last for about 10 days, and the high-paying customers are 
required to physically train for about six months in preparation for the flight.
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World Bank Warns of Ignoring Debts in the Private Sector, Poorer Countries at Greatest Risk 
By - Mary Manley
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The World Bank has released a report warning that the number of countries which are in or at 
risk of debt distress is now capable of causing a global chain reaction of economic 
catastrophes.
The World Bank is worried about developing countries that are at financial risk due to rising 
inflation, interest rates, and debt distress. This could cause countries that are already struggling 
economically further financial ruin, loss of market access, higher borrowing costs, and a hit to 
growth and investment opportunities.
The World Bank emphasized concerns about Chinese lending as the superpower has lent a 
total of $843bn over an 18-year period for a total of 13,427 infrastructure projects. Twice as 
much money as the U.S. was willing to lend.
In their latest report, the World Bank also highlighted debt owed by private businesses, with 
46% of both small and medium businesses predicted to fall further behind within 6 months.
In India, South Africa, the Philippines and Kenya, more than 65% of small and medium sized 
companies are also in debt.
Chief economist Carmen Reinhart savs forbearance and lax accounting standards in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic could be what is concealing the non-performing loan (NPL) issue, despite 
the fact that monetary aid was the very thing keeping countries afloat during the pandemic.
Both Reinhart and the World Bank’s report have suggested that the lack of transparency 
surrounding private sector debt is the culprit for this potential economic downfall. “What gets 
you, in the end, is not so much what you see, but what you don’t see,” said Reinhart.
The World Bank wrote in their report that “effective resolution of the banking sector must begin 
with an accurate understanding of the scale of the problem. The starting point is full 
transparency about bank exposures to troubled assets, supported by a robust regulatory and 
supervisory framework so that banks properly identify NPLs and provision for credit losses.” 
Some rating agencies, whose responsibility it is to assess a company or government entity’s 
financial strength, failed to account for foreign state-owned enterprises that are capable of 
raising low-income and developing nations’ financial risks.
“Private debt could suddenly become public debt, as in many past crises,” wrote World Bank 
President David Malpass in the report.
Malpass also said on Tuesday that the interest rates hiked by central banks, as well as the 
tapering of bond purchases, won't be enough to control the inflation crisis currently devastating 
the world’s poorest.
He turns his attention to governments and central banks instead, saying that they now have a 
responsibility to lengthen the maturity and transparency of outstanding government debt, and 
slow the growth in national debt levels.
The Group of Twenty (G20) is scheduled to have a meeting in Indonesia this week, but when 
asked if she expects them to reach a conclusion on the debt issue, Reinhart said. “I hope that 
they do, but I am not optimistic.”
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Sandy Hook Families Reach $73 Million Settlement With Remington Arms in Landmark
Agreement
By - Mary Manley

In December 2012, Adam Lanza used a Bushmaster XM15-E2S rifle produced by Remington 
Arms to murder schoolchildren and teachers at Sandy Hook Elementary School.
On Tuesday, family members of Sandy Hook victims made a landmark victory by settling with 
now-bankrupt gun manufacturer Remington Arms, responsible for making the gun that was 
used to kill 20 children and six teachers.
The $73 million agreement will send a clear message to gunmakers, says Joshua Koskoff, the 
attorney for the families.
“We had a problem with greed and irresponsibility in this case,” said Koskoff in a news 
conference in Connecticut on Tuesday. “If this had been any other industry no one would have 
batted an eyelash when we filed this lawsuit. They would have said, ‘Of course the people 
pushing this [advertisement of the gun] should be held accountable’, or, ‘Of course you should 
have the right to investigate this kind of conduct.’”
“It’s time to stop saddling everything on mentally ill people,” he added, as the suit is a major 
stepping stone in making gunmakers accountable for the risks of their products.
During the conference, Koskoff noted that the families pursuing the suit did so because they 
didn’t want other families to suffer the same tragedy inflicted on them nearly a decade ago. 
Connecticut Attorney General William Tong agreed that the suit shows the gun, as well as 
insurance industries, that they are not above the law.
“Today’s settlement is a clear indication that PLCAA (the federal Protection of Lawful Commerce 
in Arms Act) is not the impenetrable shield that the gun industry wishes it to be, and that gun 
manufacturers who violate state consumer protection laws can and should be held 
accountable,” Tong said.
Prosecutors noted that the Bushmaster was advertised by Remington Arms as a weapon of war, 
paid for slogans and product placements in video games involving combat violence and an 
advertisement with the slogan, “Consider your man card reissued,” as well as a campaign where 
young men could target their friends via email of not being ‘masculine enough’. The lawsuit 
argued that these hypermasculine advertisement tactics targeted troubled young men, like 
Adam Lanza, who was 20.
The lawsuit was first filed in 2014, but had only zigzagged through the judicial system until it got 
a greenlight in a 4-3 ruling by the Connecticut Supreme Court in 2019. The Protection of Lawful 
Commerce in Arms Act was passed in 2005, and has been protecting gun makers since then 
from cases such as these.
“The NRA wanted special protections,” said Koskoff of the PLCAA. “It gave the industry a 
perception that nothing they did could ever be evaluated, lead to scrutiny, or accountability.” He 
added that the 2005 law also gave gun companies a close partnership with insurance 
companies, while paving the way for these industries to focus their attention on profit alone, 
while recklessly ignoring the risk for potential incidents, like mass shootings.
Attorneys for the families were able to argue against that piece of legislation by using the claim 
of “negligent entrustment,” which has also been used in cases involving unlicensed or reckless 
drivers who have caused injuries while driving another person’s vehicle.
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During the news conference, families were in tears as they lamented a decade of lost holidays, 
birthdays, and everyday life with their murdered loved ones. Koskoff was in tears too, as he 
said, “These families would give it all back... just for one minute... that would be true justice.”
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Kanye West Apologizes for 'Harassing' Kim Kardashian Online 
By - Mary Manley

The rapper deleted emotional posts from his account, which he often does anyway, after a 
weekend of barraging the internet with posts showing screenshots of texts he had received from 
Kardashian and her boyfriend Pete Davidson as well as insulting memes.
Kanye West says he’s taking accountability for his recent social media rants involving Kim 
Kardashian, his ex-wife and the mother of their four children.
The 44-year-old rapper and fashion designer took to Instagram on Tuesday to apologize on the 
same platform where he had posted the bizarre rants.
“I know sharing screenshots was jarring and came off as harassing Kim,” wrote West on 
Instagram. “I take accountability. I’m still learning in real time. I don’t have all the answers. To be 
[a] good leader is to be a good listener.”
West apologized for using all caps in his notorious Instagram posts saying, “I’ve learned that 
using all caps makes people feel like I’m screaming at them. I’m working on my communication,” 
he wrote. “I can benefit from a team of creative professionals, organizers, mobilizers and 
community leaders. Thank everybody for supporting me.”
In the past week, West has gone back and forth on the relationship he has with his ex-wife, from 
commenting on her parenting after their daughter, North was on Tik Tok, slamming insults 
against her new boyfriend and comedian Pete Davidson, as well as trying to win her back with a 
truck-full of roses on Valentine’s Day.
In his song ‘Eazy’, Ye raps, “God saved me from that crash / just so I can beat Pete Davidson’s 
ass.”
Kardashian allegedly texted West after the attacks against her beau, saying, “U are creating a 
dangerous and scary environment and someone will hurt Pete and this will all be your fault.” 
West has deleted the harsh posts from his Instagram account since then, though it remains 
unclear why he decided to shift his focus from the couple. Ye is dropping the new album Donda 
2 on February 22, so maybe fans will get some insight as to what’s going on in the ‘Heartless’ 
rapper’s mind.
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Blinken Claims Russian Troops Moving Toward, Not Away From Ukraine Border
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WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The United States continues to see Russian forces 
heading toward the Ukraine border, not away from it, Secretary of State Antony Blinken claimed 
on Wednesday.
On Tuesday, Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said that the country was 
withdrawing some troops away from the border with Ukraine and from Crimea following military 
drills.
"We continue to see not only these forces mass, we continue to see critical units moving toward 
the border, not away from the border. So, what we need to see is exactly the opposite," Blinken 
told MSNBC.
"Well, there's what Russia says and then there's what Russia does and we haven't seen any 
pullback of its forces, they remain massed in a very threatening way along Ukraine's borders.
It'd be good if they follow through on what they said but so far we haven't seen it," he argued. 
Western media reports earlier indicated that an alleged Russian offensive against Ukraine might 
start early on Wednesday, which did not materialize. Russia in turn has on many occasions 
denied allegations of intending to "invade" its neighbor, while stressing that it has the right to 
move its forces within its own territory. Moscow says the claims are intended to justify NATO and 
the US deploying more troops and weapons close to Russian borders.
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RECAST - Biden Will Talk to Scholz on Wednesday to Continue Coordination on Ukraine - 
White House 
(Recasts the headline)
WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will have a phone conversation 
with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Wednesday as part of ongoing coordination with allies 
in connection with the Ukraine crisis, the White House said.
"As part of our close continued coordination with allies, President Biden will hold a secure call 
today with German Chancellor Scholz today around 2:30 pm ET [19:30 GMT]," White House 
said, as quoted by Bloomberg.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Bide Will Talk to Scholz on Wednesday to Continue Coordination on Ukraine - White House

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will have a phone conversation 
with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Wednesday as part of ongoing coordination with allies 
in connection with the Ukraine crisis, the White House said.
"As part of our close continued coordination with allies, President Biden will hold a secure call 
today with German Chancellor Scholz today around 2:30 pm ET [19:30 GMT]," White House 
said as quoted by Bloomberg.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/16/2022 11:07:48 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/16/2022 11:07:48 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Over One Third of US Voters Want Binding Nuclear Deal With Iran - Poll

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - More than one third of American voters would like to 
have a binding nuclear accord with Iran, twice as many as those who would prefer a nonbinding 
deal, as in 2015, according to a Morning Consult/Politico poll out on Wednesday.
Thirty-six percent of voters want a binding deal and 18% favor a nonbinding accord, while 20% 
don’t want any deal with Tehran.
Democrats are more inclined to support a binding deal with the Islamic republic (49%) than 
Republicans (24%). Supporters of former President Donald Trump's party (35%) are almost six 
times more likely to oppose any deal with Iran than Democrats (6%).
The majority of US voters favor the 2015 deal with 53% showing support for it and only 24% 
opposing it, the findings also revealed.
The JCPOAwas concluded by China, Germany, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States, and Iran, as well as the European Union, in 2015, and provided for the easing of 
sanctions in exchange for Iran limiting its nuclear program. In 2018, Trump unilaterally withdrew 
from the JCPOAand reinstated sanctions against Tehran. In response, Iran scaled back its 
commitments under the deal, removing restrictions placed on nuclear research and uranium 
enrichment.
After taking office in January 2021, President Joe Biden said he was seeking to revive the deal 
and renew US commitments under the JCPOA. The negotiations were launched in Vienna in 
April.
Earlier on Wednesday, Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian said that Tehran wants 
the West, including the United States, to reaffirm, at least in form of political statement, their 
commitment to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, noting that there is no trust in verbal 
statements.
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Blinken Says Russia Recognizing Donbas Republics Would Prompt ‘Swift and Firm' Response

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Russia’s recognition of Ukraine’s breakaway Donetsk 
and Luhansk republics would mean Moscow’s rejection of its commitments under the Minsk 
accords and prompt a "swift and firm" response from the United States sand its allies, Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday.
On Tuesday, Russia's lower house voted to send an appeal to President Vladimir Putin to 
recognize the Donetsk and Luhansk republics as independent entities to create a legal basis for 
intergovernmental ties.
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"To be clear: Kremlin approval of this appeal would amount to the Russian government’s 
wholesale rejection of its commitments under the Minsk agreements, which outline the process 
for the full political, social, and economic reintegration of those parts of Ukraine's Donbas region 
controlled by Russia-led forces and political proxies since 2014," Blinken said in a statement. 
"Enactment of this resolution would further undermine Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, constitute a gross violation of international law, call into further question Russia’s stated 
commitment to continue to engage in diplomacy to achieve a peaceful resolution of this crisis, 
and necessitate a swift and firm response from the United States in full coordination with our 
Allies and partners," he added.
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RPT - Ukraine Crisis to Put Upward Pressure on LNG Until More Capacity Online - Ex-US 
Official

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The Ukrainian crisis will put upwards pressure on the 
LNG market in the short term until additional liquefaction capacity becomes available, former 
Commissioner of the US Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Branko Terzic, told Sputnik. 
"The first impact has been that of increasing spot and future prices for crude oil and natural 
gas," Terzic said about the Ukraine crisis. "The secondary impact will be on plans in Western 
Europe, and especially Germany, for any future LNG construction and on future natural gas 
storage policies in Europe."
Terzic, currently the Managing Director of Berkeley Research Group, said the German 
government is already considering legislation requiring higher levels of natural gas storage in 
the country than might otherwise be justified by economic factors alone. Terzic believes 
Germany may also decide to commit to the construction of new LNG facilities to substitute for 
existing natural gas commodities purchases and transmission capacity from existing pipelines 
from Russia.
"In the short run this will put upwards pressure on LNG until additional liquefaction capacity 
comes on line," he said.
The former US official added that reactions are already underway given Russia is the major 
natural gas supplier to Europe.
"The global energy markets have already reacted by increasing the prices of crude oil and 
natural gas globally," Terzic said. "Europe has increased LNG imports and has had to outbid 
Asian buyers for the limited LNG supply. There are far fewer LNG tankers than crude oil tankers 
so the international trade is more limited in LNG than in crude oil."
The import of additional LNG into Europe also requires expensive new gasification facilities in 
place at the entry ports, he added.
"These can be fixed on land or floating but in either case must be on sight at the port before the 
LNG can be delivered, re-gasified and blended into a national pipeline system," the former US 
regulatory official said.
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In the past few months, the US and its allies have accused Russia of a troop build-up near the 
Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for an invasion. Moscow has denied these accusations, 
repeatedly stating that it is not threatening anyone and at the same time expressing strong 
concerns over NATO's military activity near the Russian borders, which it deems a threat to its 
national security. Moscow has also said Russia has the right to move troops within its own 
national national territory.
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RPT - UN Closely Follows SpaceX Plan to Launch 30,000 Satellites Due to NASA Concerns - 
Official

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) is 
closely monitoring all developments regarding NASA’s concerns that SpaceX CEO Elon Musk 
plans to put 30,000 small satellites in orbit, UNOOSA Director Simonetta Di Pippo told Sputnik. 
NASA has warned that Musk plans to put 30,000 small satellites in orbit by 2028 to create a 
new global communications network, but such a network could create dangerous risks for the 
International Space Station (ISS), US media reported last week.
"The UN Office for Outer Space Affairs is not positioned to evaluate the activities of the member 
states, nor the entities established in these countries,” Di Pippo said. “However, we closely 
follow all space-related developments. These feed into our work and shape the future 
deliberations convened and advanced by the United Nations.”
Di Pippo noted that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) has served 
as the main intergovernmental platform for space affairs since the early stages of the space era. 
"UNOOSA, as an entity of UN Secretariat, leads the preparations of the annual gatherings of 
COPUOS and its subcommittees, which are the main international forums for exchanging on 
recent developments in space, their implications and potential challenges from a variety of 
standpoints,” she said. “The current session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, 
taking place from 7-18 February, is actively addressing current issues.”
Di Pippo also said that in its role as a convener, a UNOOSA amplifies the voices of non-state 
stakeholders in order to ensure that all perspectives are considered in the process of developing 
the future governance of space activities.
“The United Nations at large assigns utmost importance to the responsible conduct of 
operations in the space environment and advocates that all activities take into consideration the 
long-term sustainability of outer space as articulated by the U N Secretary-General in his report 
‘Our Common Agenda,’” she said. “Outer space dialogue will strive to forge a global consensus 
through a multi-stakeholder approach and reinvigorated multilateralism."
Di Pippo explained that the process aims to culminate with the Summit for the Future in 2023 
and will seek the development of political agreement on the peaceful, secure and sustainable 
use of space as well as achieving progress toward a global regime to coordinate space traffic 
and an agreement on the principles for the future governance of outer space activities.
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If implemented, Musk's plan could also interfere with programs to monitor space for the threat of 
potentially catastrophic asteroid strikes on Earth, NASA said in comments officially filed with the 
US Federal Communications Commission.
On January 15, Musk announced that SpaceX had already activated 1,469 mini-satellites in its 
Starling program and said 272 of them were already being directed into operational orbits.
In 2021, two SpaceX satellites almost collided with China’s space station and in one of the 
incidents, a Starlink satellite came within 2.5 miles (4 kilometers) of the space station. The 
Chinese government issued a memorandum on December 6 and filed it with a UN committee 
that oversees space programs.
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Blinken Discusses Ukraine Crisis With Visiting Albanian Prime Minister - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken discussed with 
Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama a range of mutual interests, including concerns over the 
Ukraine situation, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
Earlier in the day, President Joe Biden at a presser said it would be "good" if reports are true 
that Russia pulled some troops from the Ukraine border. He said the US is ready to engage in 
diplomacy with Russia but also claimed that an invasion is still possible.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken met today with Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama in 
Washington, DC," Price said in a press release on Tuesday." The Secretary noted our strong 
cooperation at NATO and on the UN Security Council, and thanked Prime Minister Rama for 
Albania’s clear support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity against Russian 
aggression."
Blinken also reaffirmed the United States' support for Albania's EU accession and regional 
economic integration, but he underscored a need for reform efforts to combat corruption in the 
country, Price said.
Over the past few months, the United States and its European partners have grown worried of 
Russia's military activity near the Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for an "invasion." 
Moscow has denied the accusation, repeatedly stating that it is not threatening anyone and at 
the same time expressing strong concerns over NATO's military activity near Russian borders, 
which it deems a threat to its national security. Moscow has also said it has the right to move 
troops within its national territory.
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RECAST - Sullivan Further Consults With Polish, EU Officials on Ukraine Situation - White 
House
(Fixes typos in Bernard's title in lede, para 4)
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WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan this week 
consulted with Polish Head of the International Policy Bureau Jakub Kumoch and European 
Council President cabinet head Frederic Bernard about the latest developments in the Ukraine 
situation, National Security Council spokesperson Emily Horne said.
"National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met today with Dr. Jakub Kumoch, Head of the 
International Policy Bureau at Poland’s Presidential Chancellery. They discussed ongoing 
diplomatic efforts related to Russia's destabilizing military buildup along Ukraine’s border, 
including Poland's leadership in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe," 
Horne said in a press release on Tuesday.
Sullivan and Kumoch also discussed transatlantic coordination on deterrence and defense 
efforts, Horne said.
In a separate release on Tuesday, Horne said Sullivan discussed with the European Council 
President cabinet head shared concerns about the Ukraine situation. They reviewed the latest 
diplomatic engagements in the region to ease tensions, including the package of sanctions the 
United States and the European Union prepared to impose on Russia should it allegedly invade 
Ukraine soon, Horne said.
Earlier in the day, President Joe Biden in a press conference said it would be "good" if Moscow 
is pulling back troops from the Ukraine border as the Russian Foreign Ministry said, although 
the US has yet to verify this.
Over the past few months, the United States and its European partners have grown worried of 
Russia's military activity near the Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for an "invasion." 
Moscow has denied the accusation, repeatedly stating that it is not threatening anyone and at 
the same time expressing strong concerns over NATO's military activity near Russian borders, 
which it deems a threat to its national security. Moscow has also said it has the right to move 
troops within its national territory.
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Sullivan Further Consults With Polish, EU Officials on Ukraine Situation - White House 
WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan this week 
consulted with Polish Head of the International Policy Bureau Jakub Kumoch and European 
Council President Frederic Bernard about the latest developments in the Ukraine situation, 
National Security Council spokesperson Emily Horne said.
"National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met today with Dr. Jakub Kumoch, Head of the 
International Policy Bureau at Poland’s Presidential Chancellery. They discussed ongoing 
diplomatic efforts related to Russia’s destabilizing military buildup along Ukraine’s border, 
including Poland’s leadership in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe," 
Horne said in a press release on Tuesday.
Sullivan and Kumoch also discussed transatlantic coordination on deterrence and defense 
efforts, Horne said.
In a separate release on Tuesday, Horne said Sullivan discussed with the European Council 
President shared concerns about the Ukraine situation. They reviewed the latest diplomatic
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engagements in the region to ease tensions, including the package of sanctions the United 
States and the European Union prepared to impose on Russia should it allegedly invade 
Ukraine soon, Horne said.
Earlier in the day, President Joe Biden in a press conference said it would be "good" if Moscow 
is pulling back troops from the Ukraine border as the Russian Foreign Ministry said, although 
the US has yet to verify this.
Over the past few months, the United States and its European partners have grown worried of 
Russia's military activity near the Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for an "invasion." 
Moscow has denied the accusation, repeatedly stating that it is not threatening anyone and at 
the same time expressing strong concerns over NATO's military activity near Russian borders, 
which it deems a threat to its national security. Moscow has also said it has the right to move 
troops within its national territory.
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Biden Says Sandy Hook Settlement Beginning of Holding Gun Makers Accountable

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The liability settlement agreement between Remington 
Arms and the families of the 2012 Sandy Hook School shooting victims is the beginning of 
holding gun manufacturers accountable, US President Joe Biden said.
"Today, the families of nine victims of the Sandy Hook Elementary School Shooting have 
secured a historic settlement with the gun manufacturer Remington. While this settlement does 
not erase the pain of that tragic day, it does begin the necessary work of holding gun 
manufacturers accountable for manufacturing weapons of war and irresponsibly marketing 
these firearms,” Biden said in a statement on Tuesday.
In December of 2012, a lone gunman armed with a Remington rifle opened fire at the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in the US state of Connecticut, killing 20 children and six staff before 
turning the weapon on himself.
Biden reiterated his calls for Congress to repeal the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act 
so gun manufacturers and dealers can be held fully accountable in shootings.
Biden also said that he will continue to urge lawmakers, lawyers and gun violence survivors to 
pursue efforts to replicate the legal success of the Sandy Hook victims’ families.
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US Commends Ethiopia for Lifting State of Emergency - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 15, (Sputnik) - The United States welcomes the lifting of the state of 
emergency in Ethiopia as the right step for a peaceful resolution of the conflict there, US State 
Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
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"The United States welcomes the lifting of the state of emergency in Ethiopia," Price said on 
Tuesday. "It is another important step by the government of Ethiopia to pave the way for a 
peaceful resolution of the ongoing conflict. We urge that this move be immediately followed by 
the release of all individuals arrested or detained without charge under the state of emergency." 
The end of these detentions will facilitate an inclusive and productive national dialogue, Price 
said.
For more than a year, Ethiopian military forces under Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed have been at 
war with the Tigray People’s Liberation Army. The fighting has decimated the northern areas of 
Africa’s second most populous country, left thousands dead, exacerbated famine and forced 
more than two million people to flee their homes.
Price said the United States is working to reach a negotiated settlement to the conflict in 
Ethiopia by continuing to engage with all parties to end all hostilities, but also facilitate the free 
movement of humanitarian convoys.
Washington is also calling for transparent investigations into all human rights abuses and 
violations, Price added.
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Former Alaska Governor Sarah Palin Loses Libel Lawsuit Against New York Times - Ruling

NEW YORK, February 15 (Sputnik) - Former Alaska Governor Sarah Palin has lost her 
defamation suit against the New York Times after the judge and the jury in the case ruled that 
the publication did not commit libel with an editorial linking her with the shooting of a former 

congresswoman .
"I think this [was] an example of very unfortunate editorializing on the part of the [New York] 
Times," Judge Jed Rakoff said of his ruling, which was made before he deliberated on the case. 
"The law here sets a very high standard [for malice]. The court finds that that standard has not 
been met."
The jury later returned the verdict that The New York Times had not libeled Republican party 
member Palin with its editorial linking her with the 2011 shooting of Gabby Giffords, a former 
Democrat congresswoman from the state of Arizona.
Giffords and 18 others were shot during a political meeting held in a supermarket parking lot in 
Arizona on January 8, 2011. Six people were killed and Giffords, who was critically wounded, 
survived.
The New York Times editorial “America’s Lethal Politics” said there was a connection between a 
2010 advertisement by Palin’s Political Action Committee and the mass shooting a year later in 
Arizona. But there was no evidence that the man who shot Giffords was motivated by Palin.
The New York Times altered the language of the editorial and published a correction within less 
than a day after readers noted there was no link between Palin and the Giffords shooting. But 
the newspaper did not apologize to Palin, who filed her lawsuit soon thereafter.
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RPT - Blinken, Transatlantic Quad Discuss Response to Russia Over Ukraine - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke with 
counterparts from the Transatlantic Quad to coordinate on a response to a potential Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout of the leaders’ 
call.
Earlier in the day, President Joe Biden in a press conference said it would be "good" if Moscow 
is pulling back troops from the Ukraine border as the Russian Foreign Ministry said, although 
the US has yet to verify this.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken spoke today with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le 
Drian, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, and UK Foreign Secretary Elizabeth Truss 
to further coordinate implementation of the massive consequences and severe costs to be 
imposed if Russia invades Ukraine," Price said on Tuesday.
The parties also expressed resolute support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, as 
well as a commitment to transatlantic coordination to counter Russian threats to European 
security, Price added.
Russia denies accusations that it intends to launch an invasion of Ukraine or any other country, 
expressing its own concerns with NATO activity in Eastern Europe.
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Wall Street Up 1st Time in 4 Days in Relief Rally Over Improving Russia-Ukraine Situation

NEW YORK, February 15 (Sputnik) - Wall Street rose for the first time in four days, joining 
equity markets across the world in a relief rally that came on the back of a winding down in 
Russia-Ukraine tensions.
The three major US stock indices - the Dow Jones Industrial Average, the S&P 500 and the 
Nasdaq Composite - rose between 1.2% and 2.5%. They lost between 3% and 5% over the 
past three sessions as global stock markets plunged on fears of an escalation in the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict.
“US stocks rallied on optimism that it doesn’t seem like Russia will invade Ukraine this week,”
Ed Moya of the online trading platform OANDA said.
The United States and its allied have accused Russia of troop build-up near the border with 
Ukraine in assuming a posture for an invasion. Russia has repeatedly denied having plans to 
attack any country and said NATO's plans to further expand eastward, including in Ukraine, 
posed a direct threat to its national security.
Earlier on Tuesday, Russia pulled back a significant portion of its troops from the border with 
Ukraine and the United States said it is ready to pursue diplomacy on the road ahead.
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Tuesday’s rebound on \Afell Street also came on the back of a higher reading for the US 
Producer Price Index that increased more than expected in January.
The data suggested that US inflation, already expanding at its fastest pace in 40 years, was set 
to worsen and that the Federal Reserve might respond with a more aggressive interest rate hike 
in March than anticipated.
Fears of the number and magnitude of interest rate hikes have kept US stocks mostly in the red 
since the year began, although Tuesday’s rebound also suggested that investors might slowly 
be coming to terms with such worries.
At the close, the mostly industrial stocks-based Dow Jones index was up 1.2% for the day and 
down 3.7% for the year.
The S&P 500, which groups the top 500 US stocks, rose 1.6% for the day while shedding 6.2% 
for the year.
Nasdaq, made of highly-valued tech stocks such as Face book, Amazon, Apple, Nasdaq and 
Google, led gains, with a 2.5% bump up while remaining down 9.6% for 2022.
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Blinken, Transatlantic Quad Discuss Response to Russian Over Ukraine - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke with 
counterparts from the Transatlantic Quad to coordinate on a response to a potential Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout of the leaders’ 
call.
Earlier in the day, President Joe Biden in a press conference said it would be "good" if Moscow 
is pulling back troops from the Ukraine border as the Russian Foreign Ministry said, although 
the US has yet to verify this.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken spoke today with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le 
Drian, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, and UK Foreign Secretary Elizabeth Truss 
to further coordinate implementation of the massive consequences and severe costs to be 
imposed if Russia invades Ukraine," Price said on Tuesday.
The parties also expressed resolute support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, as 
well as a commitment to transatlantic coordination to counter Russian threats to European 
security, Price added.
Russia denies accusations that it intends to launch an invasion of Ukraine or any other country, 
expressing its own concerns with NATO activity in Eastern Europe.
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Actor Baldwin Sued by Family of Cinematographer Shot on Movie Set - Lawyer
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WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The family of Halyna Hutchins filed a lawsuit against 
actor Alec Baldwin and others involved in making the film "Rust," arguing that their reckless 
behavior and cost-cutting led to Hutchins’ death on the set, her attorneys said.
"The suit names Baldwin and others who are responsible for safety on set, and whose reckless 
behavior and cost-cutting led to the senseless and tragic death of Haylana Hutchins," said 
Hutchins family lawyer Brian Panish during a press conference in Los Angeles on Tuesday. 
"There is the allegation of numerous violations of industry standards by Baldwin and others 
on-set... There are many people culpable, but Mr. Baldwin was the person holding the weapon 
that, but for him shooting it, she would not have died. So clearly he has a significant portion of 
the liability, but there are others."
Panish said there were numerous breaches of safety protocols and Baldwin - the lead actor and 
a producer of the film - violated 15 safety procedures that if followed would have saved 
Hutchins’ life.
The legal team showed a video which detailed their allegations. Panish said director Joel 
Souza, Hutchins and a gaffer were lining up shots and checking angles when Baldwin, who was 
four feet away, accepted a gun from someone other than the armorer who told him the weapon 
was safe.
He said Baldwin should have ensured that the gun had no live rounds in the chamber but he 
has previously refused weapons training. Baldwin is alleged to have taken out the gun, pointed 
it towards Hutchins and Souza and the gun went off, hitting Hutchins and Souza, who was 
standing behind her.
Had Baldwin and other crew members not acted with reckless disregard, Panish said, Hutchins’ 
husband Matthew and her son Andros would not be living with the tremendous loss of their wife 
and mother. He also said he expects damages to be substantial and is seeking punitive 
damages which also could be substantial.
On October 21, Baldwin fired a gun loaded with live ammunition injuring a film director and 
fatally wounding Hutchins.
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US Senate Leaders Say Prepared to Sanction Russia in Response to 'Assault' on Ukraine

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Senate leaders along with the committees’ chairs 
have issued a joint statement, in which they express their readiness to fully support sanctions 
on Russia in response to any escalation of the Ukraine crisis.
"Should [Russian President] Vladimir Putin further escalate his ongoing assault on Ukraine's 
sovereignty, Russia must be made to pay a severe price. \Ne are prepared to fully support the 
immediate imposition of strong, robust, and effective sanctions on Russia, as well as tough 
restrictions and controls on exports to Russia, and we will urge our allies and partners in Europe 
and around the world to join us," the statement said on Tuesday.
The Senate leaders pledge to continue supporting security, economic, and humanitarian 
assistance for the people of Ukraine and urge the Biden administration and US allies to "move
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quickly" to ensure the country has everything it needs to defend itself against alleged Russian 
invasion.
The statement was signed by Senate Majority and Minority Leaders, Chuck Schumer and Mitch 
McConnell, Senate Republican Whip John Thune, Senate Armed Services Committee 
Chairman and Ranking Member Jack Reed and Jim Inhofe, Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman and Ranking Member Robert Menendez and Jim Risch, and others. 
Moscow has on multiple occasions denied accusations of preparing to invade Ukraine and at 
the same time expressing strong concerns over NATO's military activity near Russian borders, 
which it deems a threat to its national security. Moscow has also said it has the right to move 
troops within its national territory.
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Ukraine Crisis to Put Upward Pressure on LNG Until More Capacity Online - Ex-US Official

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The Ukrainian crisis will put upwards pressure on the 
LNG market in the short term until additional liquefaction capacity becomes available, former 
Commissioner of the US Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Branko Terzic, told Sputnik. 
"The first impact has been that of increasing spot and future prices for crude oil and natural 
gas," Terzic said about the Ukraine crisis. "The secondary impact will be on plans in Western 
Europe, and especially Germany, for any future LNG construction and on future natural gas 
storage policies in Europe."
Terzic, currently the Managing Director of Berkeley Research Group, said the German 
government is already considering legislation requiring higher levels of natural gas storage in 
the country than might otherwise be justified by economic factors alone. Terzic believes 
Germany may also decide to commit to the construction of new LNG facilities to substitute for 
existing natural gas commodities purchases and transmission capacity from existing pipelines 
from Russia.
"In the short run this will put upwards pressure on LNG until additional liquefaction capacity 
comes on line," he said.
The former US official added that reactions are already underway given Russia is the major 
natural gas supplier to Europe.
"The global energy markets have already reacted by increasing the prices of crude oil and 
natural gas globally," Terzic said. "Europe has increased LNG imports and has had to outbid 
Asian buyers for the limited LNG supply. There are far fewer LNG tankers than crude oil tankers 
so the international trade is more limited in LNG than in crude oil."
The import of additional LNG into Europe also requires expensive new gasification facilities in 
place at the entry ports, he added.
"These can be fixed on land or floating but in either case must be on sight at the port before the 
LNG can be delivered, re-gasified and blended into a national pipeline system," the former US 
regulatory official said.
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In the past few months, the US and its allies have accused Russia of a troop build-up near the 
Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for an invasion. Moscow has denied these accusations, 
repeatedly stating that it is not threatening anyone and at the same time expressing strong 
concerns over NATO's military activity near the Russian borders, which it deems a threat to its 
national security. Moscow has also said Russia has the right to move troops within its own 
national territory.
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UPDATE - Republicans Block Biden’s Federal Reserve Picks in Protest Over Nominee Raskin 
(Adds comments and details, paragraph 2)
WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Republican rivals to President Joe Biden blocked en 
masse a Senate vote on his picks for the Federal Reserve, including the renomination of 
Chairman Jerome Powell, due to their objections over an individual named to the board of the 
central bank.
"I will delay votes on these nominees. V\fe will update you when we’ve rescheduled," Sherrod 
Brown, head of the Senate Banking Committee and a Democrat ally of Biden, said in televised 
comments on Tuesday. "Republicans have walked out on the American people."
Earlier in the day, Senator Patrick Toomey, the top Republican on the Senate Banking 
Committee, alleged that one of Fed nominees named by Biden, Sarah Bloom Raskin, had not 
provided satisfactory answers to questions by Republican lawmakers and her integrity remained 
in doubt.
"We’re seeking answers," Toomey said in a statement distributed on Twitter. "Until basic 
questions have been adequately addressed, I do not think the Committee should proceed with a 
vote on Ms. Raskin."
Raskin’s previous role as a director of Reserve Trust, a financial technology company that 
obtained a Fed master account while she was serving on its board, is among the list of 
Republicans' concerns. The use of climate change as a tool to shape Federal Reserve policy is 
also something the Republican party opposes and Raskin is a proponent of such policy-making. 
"Important decisions about Ms. Raskin's use of the ‘revolving door' remain unanswered largely 
because of her repeated disingenuousness with the Committee," Toomey said, referring to the 
nominee’s Reserve Trust past. "Her fitness to serve, her judgment, and her probity are of utmost 
importance because Ms. Raskin is being considered for a 10-year term at the nation’s 
independent central bank and foremost financial regulator. This isn’t a garden-variety political 
appointment."
A boycott by all 12 Republicans from the banking committee vote rendered an insufficient 
quorum that could now force the Senate’s entire 100 lawmakers to vote on the matter. 
Democrats aligned to Biden control precisely half of the Senate, with a narrow majority of one 
vote provided by Vice President Kama la Harris. Any break in their ranks, which has occurred 
before due to a couple of dissenting voices among Senate Democrats, could further jeopardize 
the vote on the Fed, affecting the reappointments of chairman Powell and designated vice 
chairperson Lael Brainard.
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Republican Senators Fulfill McConnell Pledge to Block Biden Federal Reserve Nominees

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Republican senators boycotted a meeting of the 
Senate Banking Committee on Tuesday, fulfilling a pledge by Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell that he would block President Joe Biden's five nominees for top posts at the Federal 
Reserve.
"These are controversial nominees," McConnell told a Capitol Hill press conference on Tuesday. 
"We have to have the most responsible people at the Fed now, not the least. There is a lot of 
skepticism that these nominees are not up to the job."
The Republican senators refused to show up at the scheduled Banking Committee meeting on 
Tuesday afternoon thus preventing under the chamber's rules a vote on the confirmation of 
Biden's nominees for the posts.
Republicans have also attacked Federal Reserve Vice Chair of Supervision nominee Sarah 
Bloom Raskin, saying she was involved in influence peddling after leaving a her post in the 
Obama administration. However, Raskin, the White House, the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Kansas City and the company she is accused of helping have all denied the claims.
The Republican boycott also put on hold indefinitely the confirmation of Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell to a second four-year term on the job. Powell was first appointed to it by 
then-President Donald Trump.
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White House Says Bipartisan Effort on Russia Sanctions Best Way Forward

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Bipartisan cooperation on a sanctions package to 
impose against Russia in the event they invade Ukraine remains the best way to move the effort 
forward, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said.
“Our view remains that a bipartisan effort would be the best effort moving forward,” Psaki said 
during a press briefing at the White House on Tuesday.
Republican members of the US Senate on Tuesday introduced legislation that would impose 
sanctions on Moscow and support Kiev in the event of a Russian invasion of Ukraine. The 
legislation would impose costs on Russia including sanctions on banks and the Nord Stream 2 
pipeline as well as will support Ukraine with $500 million in foreign military financing. Russia has 
repeatedly denied having plans to attack any country, including Ukraine.
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US Senator Menendez Criticizes Republican Lawmakers for 'Posturing1 on Russia’s Sanctions

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Democratic US Senator Bob Menendez expressed his 
dissatisfaction with a new bill proposed by Republican members of the Senate to impose 
sanctions on Russia if it invades Ukraine following an introduction of a similar piece of 
legislation promoted by Democrats earlier this year.
Earlier on Tuesday, Republican members of the US Senate introduced legislation that would 
impose sanctions on Moscow and support Kiev in the event of a Russian "invasion" of Ukraine. 
"It's a shame that Senate Republicans have decided to choose partisan posturing instead of 
working to reach consensus on a comprehensive bipartisan proposal that would demonstrate a 
united front to deter Putin from re-invading Ukraine. The latest proposal by Republicans is 
largely a reflection of what Democrats had already agreed to in our ongoing conversations, 
building off of the 'mother of all sanctions' we initially proposed," Menendez said in a statement 
on Tuesday.
In his statement, the senator, who is also the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, added that such partisan rivalry between Republicans and Democrats only plays 
into the hands of Russian President Vladimir Putin instead of deterring him of an alleged 
invasion of Ukraine.
The legislation would impose costs on Russia including sanctions on banks and the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline, support Ukraine with $500 million in foreign military financing, and counter 
alleged malign Russian influence by boosting funding for efforts to counter disinformation.
The Republican version of the sanctions bill against Russia is very similar to the one introduced 
by Democratic senators led by Menendez in January that entailed sanctions on Russian 
government officials and key financial institutions, as well as "public disclosure of assets" of 
President Vladimir Putin and his "inner circle" among others.
Moscow has denied accusations of preparing to invade Ukraine and at the same time 
expressing strong concerns over NATO's military activity near Russian borders, which it deems 
a threat to its national security. Moscow has also said it has the right to move troops within its 
national territory.
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White House Says Has No Attribution for Cyber Attacks Against Ukraine

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The United States has not reached a conclusion about 
who is responsible for conducting a cyberattack against Ukraine's defense ministry website and 
two major banks in the country, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said.
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"I don't have anything on the attribution at this point in time," Psaki said on Tuesday when asked 
if the United States attributes those attacks to Russia. "V\fe have been in touch with the 
Ukrainians, our allies and partners, working with them to deter and respond to malicious cyber 
activity."
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Biden Believes in Leader-to-Leader Diplomacy, No Details on New Talks With Putin - Psaki

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden believes in leader-to-leader 
engagement, but there is no information on a follow-up meeting with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin to preview after their security talks during this past weekend, White House spokesperson 
Jen Psaki said.
"In terms of engagement with President Putin... he [Biden] believes in the power of 
leader-to-leader diplomacy, but I don't have a prediction of a next engagement at this point in 
time," Psaki said during a press briefing on Tuesday.
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Milley, Ukraine Counterpart Discuss Security Situation in Easter Europe - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley 
spoke by telephone with his Ukrainian counterpart Valery Zaluzhny and discussed the situation 
in the region, Joint Staff spokesperson Dave Butler said.
"The military leaders continued to exchange perspectives and assessments of the security 
environment in Eastern Europe," Butler said in a statement on Tuesday.
Milley reiterated the United States' unwavering support for the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine, the spokesperson said.
Butler also said that Ukraine is a key partner of NATO and plays a critical role in maintaining 
peace and stability in Europe.
Milley and Zaluzhny spoke for the second time in two days, Butler noted.
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Biden, Macron Review Recent Talks With Russian, Ukrainian Counterparts - White House

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden and French President 
Emmanuel Macron reviewed over the telephone their recent talks with the Russian and
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Ukrainian counterparts regarding the situation in the region and affirmed their continued support 
for a diplomatic path forward, the White House said.
"President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. spoke today with President Emmanuel Macron of France," the 
White House said in a press release on Tuesday. "They reviewed their recent conversations 
with their Russian and Ukrainian counterparts, and affirmed their continued support for a 
diplomatic path forward."
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Clinton Election Team, US House Democrats Must Face Probe in Trump Spying Plot - Senator

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Hillary Clinton's 2016 campaign team and US 
Congressmen Adam Schiff and Jerrold Nadler must face investigation by Attorney General 
Merrick Garland over new information by Justice Department Special Counsel John Durham 
about their infiltrating and spying on Donald Trump's campaign and making false charges that 
Trump colluded with Russia, Senator Rick Scott said on Tuesday.
"V\fe need accountability on Adam Schiff and Jerry Nadler because they were complicit on this," 
the Florida senator told a Republican senators’ press conference on Capitol Hill. "The Attorney 
General needs to do a thorough investigation. They spied on the president of the United States 
(Trump)."
Durham recently issued a new filing in which he alleges that the Clinton campaign paid an 
internet company to infiltrate servers at the Trump Tower in New York and the White House in 
Washington to try to make the made up Trump-Russia connection stick.
Scott said he wants an investigation into Clinton's people spying on Trump and the role of Schiff 
and Nadler in falsely accusing Trump of being tied to Russia.
Durham’s long-running probe into allegations that Clinton’s campaign in 2016 sought to 
fraudulently link her opponent Trump to Russia has expanded and accelerated in recent weeks 
with new witnesses coming forward to testify, according to media reports.
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Russia Deploying Troops on Own Territory Poses No Threat to Anyone - Deputy Envoy to UN

UNITED NATIONS, February 15 (Sputnik) - Russia deploying troops on its territory, including 
near the Ukrainian border, does not represent a threat to anyone, Russian deputy envoy to the 
United Nations Dmitry Polyanskiy told reporters on Tuesday.
"Our troops on our territory represent a threat to no one," Polyanskiy said.
Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said on Tuesday that the country was 
moving some forces away from the border with Ukraine and from Crimea following military drills.
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The move comes after days of American and European media competing to predict the date of 
an alleged Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Polyanskiy said moving forces back from the border was a planned step and is nothing 
"extraordinary."
The diplomat added that Russia’s joint military exercises with Belarus would finish in a week. 
Since February 10, Moscow and Minsk have been conducting the 10-day joint exercise Allied 
Resolve-2022. The two countries have repeatedly stated that the drills are defensive in nature 
and do not threaten anyone.
Over the past few months, \Afestern countries and Ukraine have accused Russia of amassing 
troops along the Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for an invasion. Moscow has 
repeatedly denied these allegations, saying that it has no intention of invading Ukraine, while 
stressing that it has the right to move its troops within its national territory. Russia has also 
expressed concerns over NATO military activity near its borders and ongoing military support for 
Ukraine.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) -

US-RUSSIA RELATIONS
* US President Joe Biden said on Tuesday that he told Russian President Vladimir Putin over 
the weekend he is ready to engage in high-level diplomacy.
* Biden said the United States is proposing new arms control measures and new transparency 
measures that apply to all the parties alike.
* Biden addressed the people of Russia by saying that the United States does not see them as 
an enemy amid the tense situation around Ukraine.

PUTIN-SCHOLZ MEETING
* Russian natural gas will continue flowing westward through Ukraine after their contract expires 
in 2024, President Vladimir Putin said after meeting with German CHancellor Olaf Scholz on 
Tuesday.
* Putin said that human rights have been systematically violated in Ukraine and discrimination 
against the Russian-speaking population is enshrined in the country's laws.
* Putin commented on the State Duma's appeal to him to recognize the self-proclaimed people's 
republics of Donetsk and Luhansk (LPR and DPR), saying that he would proceed from doing 
everything to solve the problems of Donbas.
* The possible recognition of self-proclaimed Donbas republics by Russia would be a violation of 
the Minsk agreements, Scholz said.
* There are enough topics to continue the conversation with Russia, Scholz said.

SHOIGU VISITS SYRIA
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* Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, on behalf of the Russian president, held a meeting in 
Syria with the country's president, Bashar Assad, the Russian Defense Ministry told reporters on 
Tuesday.
* Shoigu arrived in Syria, where he inspected the course of the exercises of the Russian Navy in 
the Mediterranean, the Russian Defense Ministry told reporters.

RUSSIA'S SECURITY GUARANTEES PROPOSALS
* Russian President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday said that Russia was ready to discuss some 
points of NATO's and the US's responses on security guarantees, including the 1987 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty and military transparency.
* Russia came up with security guarantee proposals for the United States and NATO to head off 
a war in Europe, President Vladimir Putin said.

BLINKEN-LAVROV PHONE CALL
* US Secretary of State Antony Blinken during a phone call told Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov V\feshington looks forward to receiving Moscow's written response to the US and 
NATO papers related to security proposals, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a 
readout on Tuesday.
* Blinken reiterated to Lavrov the United States’ concerns about a potential invasion of Ukraine 
and its commitment to a diplomatic resolution to tensions, Price said.
* Lavrov, during a phone conversation with Blinken, noted the inadmissibility of aggressive 
rhetoric by the United States and its allies.

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said, commenting on Ukraine’s 
request for a meeting under the OSCE Vienna Document, that the West should pay attention to 
the fact that Kiev itself had repeatedly violated it.
* UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres welcomes any steps leading to de-escalation, 
spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on Tuesday, after Russia announced moving troops away 
from the Ukraine border following drills.
* Pentagon analysts are reviewing Russia's statement on withdrawing troops from the Ukrainian 
border following drills, a spokesperson told Sputnik,
* The People’s Militia of the Luhansk People’s Republic (LPR) on Tuesday opened a return fire 
at Ukrainian positions after one serviceman was killed in the Donbas, the militia’s spokesman, 
Anton Mikuzhis, said.
* German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said on Tuesday that the return of Russian troops back to 
their bases after military drills is a "good sign.".

AFGHANISTAN
* The Taliban (under UN sanctions for terrorism) have been more honest in talks with the US 
about countering terrorism in Afghanistan and seem sincere about their efforts to fight the 
Islamic State-Khorasan Province terror group (ISIS-K, banned in Russia), Special 
Representative for Afghanistan Tom West said on Tuesday.
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* The United States aims to shape the Taliban (under UN sanctions for terrorism) and 
discourage other powers from supporting armed opposition to the group, West said.

SPANISH VESSEL INCIDENT
* Spanish-flagged fishing vessel Villa de Pitanxo with 24 people aboard sank off the coast of 
Canada on Tuesday, the Faro de Vigo newspaper reported.
* At least 4 people were killed in a crash of a Spanish fishing boat off the coast of Canada, their 
bodies were found in the area, the Spanish maritime rescue service told Sputnik.
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Biden Says US Proposing New Arms Control Measures Applicable to Russia and NATO

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Tuesday that 
V\feshington is proposing new arms control measures and new transparency measures that 
apply to all the parties alike.
"We're proposing new arms control measures, new transparency measures, new strategic 
stability measures. These measures apply to all parties, NATO and Russia alike," Biden said. 
"We are willing to make practical result oriented steps that can advance our common security. 
V\fe will not sacrifice basic principles though."
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Biden Says informed Putin He Stands Ready to Engage in High-Level Diplomacy

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Tuesday that he told 
Russian President Vladimir Putin over the weekend he is ready to engage in high-level 
diplomacy.
"This weekend, I spoke again with President Putin to make clear that we are ready to keep 
pursuing high-level diplomacy," Biden said. "President Putin and I agreed that our teams should 
continue to engage toward this end along with our allies and partners."
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Biden Says to People of Russia, ‘You Are Not Our Enemy’
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WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden addressed the people of 
Russia on Tuesday by saying that the United States does not see them as enemies amid the 
tense situation around Ukraine.
"The United States and NATO are not a threat to Russia. Ukraine is not threatening Russia, 
neither the US nor NATO have missiles in Ukraine. \Ne do not have plans to put them there as 
well. V\fe are not targeting the people of Russia. We do not seek to destabilize Russia. To the 
citizens of Russia: ‘You are not our enemy’," Biden said during his remarks on the situation in 
Ukraine.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Biden Says Russian Invasion of Ukraine, Defending Liberty Would Have Costs on Homefront

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - A potential Russian invasion of Ukraine would have 
domestic consequences that Americans understand come with defending democracy abroad, 
US President Joe Biden said on Tuesday.
"To be clear, if Russia decides to invade, that would also have consequences here at home, but 
the American people understand that defending democracy and liberty is never without costs," 
Biden said during remarks at the White House.
An invasion could impact the energy market and prices in the United States, so the 
administration is taking steps to alleviate pressure on the market and offset raising prices, Biden 
added.
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US Has Not Verified Russian Units Returning to Home Bases, Would Be Good Sign - Biden 
WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Tuesday that the 
United States has not verified that Russian military units concluding exercises near the border 
with Ukraine are returning to their home bases but it would be a good sign.
"The Russian Defense Minister reported today that some military units are leaving their 
positions near Ukraine, that would be good, but we have not yet verified that," Biden said during 
a press conference. "We have not yet verified the Russian military units are returning to their 
home bases."
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Afghan Refugees Leave Army Base for Permanent Homes in US - Homeland Security Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - A group of Afghan nationals who fled their country to 
escape a Taliban victory in August of 2021 have left their temporary US Army base 
accommodations in the US state of Wisconsin for their permanent new homes elsewhere in the 
United States, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said on Tuesday,
"Today, the last group of Afghan nationals temporarily housed at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, as part 
of Operation Allies Welcome (OAW) departed the base," the DHS said in a press release.
Fort McCoy is the seventh of eight US-based Defense Department installations supporting the 
resettlement of Afghan nationals, also known as “safe havens,’’ to complete Operation Allies 
Welcome-related activities, the release said.
"To date, more than 74,400 Afghan evacuees have joined new communities across the country. 
These resettlement efforts are led by the Department of State in close coordination with more 
than 290 local resettlement affiliates," the release added.
The Defense Department continues to provide temporary housing facilities for the remaining 
approximately 1,200 Afghans who are in the process of completing their resettlement while 
remaining at the military installation Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in the state of New 
Jersey, according to the release.
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Biden Says Ready for Diplomacy With Moscow But Also to Respond If Russia Attacks Ukraine

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden said on Tuesday that the United 
States is ready to engage in diplomacy with Russia, but also to respond decisively if Moscow 
invades Ukraine, which he believes is still a possibility.
"The United States is prepared no matter what happens, to engage in diplomacy with Russia 
and our allies and partners to improve security and stability in Europe ... and we are ready to 
respond decisively to a Russian attack on Ukraine. It is still very much a possibility," Biden said.
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US Republicans Propose Bill to Sanction Russia in Response to Any Ukraine Incursion

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Republican members of the US Senate introduced 
legislation that would impose sanctions on Moscow and support Kiev in the event of a Russian 
"invasion" of Ukraine, according to a copy of the bill released on Tuesday.
"U.S. Senator Jim Risch (R-ldaho), ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, today led a majority of his Republican colleagues in introducing the Never Yielding 
Europe's Territory (NYET) Act to provide the critical support Ukraine needs to defend itself and 
deter Russian aggression today, while imposing real costs on the Kremlin for its ongoing and
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potential future aggression against Ukraine," Senate Foreign Relations Committee Republicans 
said in a press release.
The legislation would impose costs on Russia including sanctions on banks and the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline, support Ukraine with $500 million in foreign military financing, and counter 
alleged malign Russian influence by boosting funding for efforts to counter disinformation, the 
release said.
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US Senators Drafting Bipartisan Statement on Russia Sanctions, Hope to Release Today

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Senate leadership is in the process of drafting a 
resolution to convey the upper chamber's position on the Ukraine situation, which may mention 
an update on possible anti-Russia sanctions, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said on 
Tuesday.
"\Ne are right now in the process of trying to put a bipartisan statement together," Schumer said 
during a press conference. "McConnell and I are working on this with chairs and ranking 
members of relevant committees."
Schumer added that they hope to have the statement ready as soon as today.
The leaders in the US Senate have been negotiating a bipartisan anti-Russia sanctions bill but 
talks stalled over differences on the scope of the sanctions, according to media reports.
Over the past few months, the United States and its European partners have grown worried of 
Russia’s military activity near the Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for an "invasion." 
Moscow has denied the accusation, repeatedly stating that it is not threatening anyone and at 
the same time expressing strong concerns over NATO's military activity near Russian borders, 
which it deems a threat to its national security. Moscow has also said it has the right to move 
troops within its national territory.
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Canada’s Indigenous Community Says Radar Finds 54 More Unmarked Graves of Native 
Children

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - More than 50 unmarked graves were found during a 
search of the grounds of a former residential school at the Keeseekoose First Nation in 
Canada's province of Saskatchewan using ground-penetrating radar, the Federation of 
Sovereign Indigenous Nations said Tuesday.
"Today we are announcing that there were 54 hits," Ted Quewezance, project manager for the 
search, told a news conference. "Forty-two were found on the Fort Felly site and 12 were found 
at St. Phillips."
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RoseAnne Archibald, the first female national chief of the Assembly of First Nations, told 
listeners and attendees that the 54 children "are among thousands of our little ones who did not 
make it home." She said she refuses to call the institutions that members of her family and 
others attended, schools. Instead, she described them as "residential institutions of assimilation 
and genocide which tore apart our families, tore at the very fabric of our communities and 
nations" and left a deep wound in families.
Archibald said the purpose of these specific institutions was not benevolent or with good 
intentions. They were a colonialist attempt to erase the language, culture and family 
connections of Native and First Nations children, she added
Starting in the 1880s, and throughout the majority of the 20th century, more than 150,000 
children from hundreds of indigenous communities around Canada were forcibly removed from 
their parents by the government and sent to residential schools. Financed by state government 
and operated by churches, they were designed to assimilate and Christianize indigenous 
children.
St. Philips was used as a boarding house for students from 1902 to 1914 before being closed 
because of the poor conditions. It was reopened in 1927 as a residential school, run by the 
Roman Catholic Church until 1969 and has been described by survivors as hellish with a 
widespread problem of sexual and physical abuse. Fort Felly school ran from 1905 to 1913 on 
the First Nation near Kamsack, Saskatchewan.
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Yellen Welcomes US-EU Work on Russia Sanctions in Call With Dutch Counterpart - Treasury

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen welcomed 
cooperation with the European Union on the development of financial sanctions against Russia 
if the latter "invades" Ukraine in a call with Dutch counterpart Sigrid Kaag, the Treasury 
Department said on Tuesday.
"Secretary Yellen welcomed the close coordination between the European Union and United 
States on the development of a severe economic response if Russia further invades Ukraine," 
the Treasury Department said in a readout of the call.
Yellen and Kaag also discussed the global pandemic response and the need to maintain 
momentum on implementing the OECD-G20 agreement on international tax, the Treasury 
Department said.
Yellen congratulated Kaag on her recent appointment to the position of deputy prime minister in 
addition to her role as finance minister and expressed appreciation for the Netherlands’ 
commitment to the transatlantic partnership, the Treasury Department added.
Moscow denies having any intention of invading Ukraine, saying that the claims are intended to 
justify NATO and the US deploying more troops and weapons close to Russian borders.
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US Agencies Project Ocean Levels, Coastal Flooding to Increase Over 3 Decades - Report

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Wsrld ocean levels will probably rise as much in the 
next 30 years as they did in the previous century, NASA as well as the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the US Geological Survey (USGS) and other government 
agencies said in an interagency task force report on Tuesday.
"NASA, NOAA, USGS and other US government agencies project that the rise in ocean height 
in the next 30 years could equal the total rise seen over the past 100 years," the report said. 
"Coastal flooding will increase significantly over the next 30 years because of sea level rise." 
The report, dubbed "Global and Regional Sea Level Rise Scenarios for the United States," 
supports previous studies and confirms what the agencies said they had long known: Sea levels 
are continuing to rise at an alarming rate, endangering communities around the world.
“Science is indisputable and urgent action is required to mitigate a climate crisis that is well 
underway,” the report said.
The report concludes that sea level along US coastlines will rise between 10 to 12 inches (25 to 
30 centimeters) on average above today’s levels by 2050, the report added.
Government agencies at the federal, state and local levels use these reports to inform their 
plans on anticipating and coping with the effects of sea level rise, according to the report.
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Canada Eases COVID-19 Restrictions for Travelers - Health Minister

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Canada decided to soften major COVID-19 restrictions 
for international travelers, Health Ministers Jean-Yves Duclos told reporters on Tuesday.
"As of February 28, the following border measures will be in place. First, we will be returning to 
the random testing surveillance program for all vaccinated travelers that was in place before the 
Omicron came in," Duclos said. "This means that fully vaccinated travelers arriving to Canada 
from any country in the world will only need to take a PCR COVID-19 test if they are randomly 
selected."
Fully vaccinated travelers who are selected for mandatory randomized testing regime will no 
longer be required to quarantine while awaiting test results, he added.
Canada’s government said in a separate press release that children under 12 years old, if they 
are traveling with fully vaccinated adults, will no longer need to be on 14-days quarantine.
At the same time, unvaccinated travelers will have to get tested upon arrival and spend 14 days 
on quarantine.
"Unvaccinated foreign nationals will not be permitted to enter Canada unless they meet one of 
the few exemptions," the release said.
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Travelers will now have the option of using a COVID-19 rapid antigen test result or a molecular 
test result to meet pre-entry requirements, it added.
Duclos reassured Canadians that the COVI D-19 situation in the country has improved 
significantly. He said Canada has passed the peak of the latest wave driven by the Omicron 
variant.
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UN Closely Follows SpaceX Plan to Launch 30,000 Satellites Due to NASA Concerns - Official

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) is 
closely monitoring all developments regarding NASA’s concerns that SpaceX CEO Elon Musk 
plans to put 30,000 small satellites in orbit, UNOOSA Director Simonetta Di Pippo told Sputnik. 
NASA has warned that Musk plans to put 30,000 small satellites in orbit by 2028 to create a 
new global communications network, but such a network could create dangerous risks for the 
International Space Station (ISS), US media reported last week.
“The U N Office for Outer Space Affairs is not positioned to evaluate the activities of the member 
states, nor the entities established in these countries," Di Pippo said. “However, we closely 
follow all space-related developments. These feed into our work and shape the future 
deliberations convened and advanced by the United Nations.”
Di Pippo noted that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) has served 
as the main intergovernmental platform for space affairs since the early stages of the space era. 
"UNOOSA, as an entity of UN Secretariat, leads the preparations of the annual gatherings of 
COPUOS and its subcommittees, which are the main international forums for exchanging on 
recent developments in space, their implications and potential challenges from a variety of 
standpoints,” she said. “The current session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, 
taking place from 7-18 February, is actively addressing current issues.”
Di Pippo also said that in its role as a convener, a UNOOSA amplifies the voices of non-state 
stakeholders in order to ensure that all perspectives are considered in the process of developing 
the future governance of space activities.
“The United Nations at large assigns utmost importance to the responsible conduct of 
operations in the space environment and advocates that all activities take into consideration the 
long-term sustainability of outer space as articulated by the U N Secretary-General in his report 
‘Our Common Agenda,”’ she said. “Outer space dialogue will strive to forge a global consensus 
through a multi-stakeholder approach and reinvigorated multilateralism.”
Di Pippo explained that the process aims to culminate with the Summit for the Future in 2023 
and will seek the development of political agreement on the peaceful, secure and sustainable 
use of space as well as achieving progress toward a global regime to coordinate space traffic 
and an agreement on the principles for the future governance of outer space activities.
If implemented, Musk's plan could also interfere with programs to monitor space for the threat of 
potentially catastrophic asteroid strikes on Earth, NASA said in comments officially filed with the 
US Federal Communications Commission.
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On January 15, Musk announced that SpaceX had already activated 1,469 mini-satellites in its 
Starling program and said 272 of them were already being directed into operational orbits.
In 2021, two SpaceX satellites almost collided with China’s space station and in one of the 
incidents, a Starlink satellite came within 2.5 miles (4 kilometers) of the space station. The 
Chinese government issued a memorandum on December 6 and filed it with a UN committee 
that oversees space programs.
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Biinken Tells Lavrov US Looks Forward to Receiving Russia's Written Response to Proposals

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Biinken during a phone 
call told Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov \Afeshington looks forward to receiving 
Moscow's written response to the US and NATO papers related to security proposals, State 
Department Spokesperson Ned Price said in a readout on Tuesday.
"He stated that the United States looks forward to receiving Russia’s written response to the US 
and NATO papers shared with Moscow last month proposing concrete areas for discussion 
regarding European security in coordination with our Allies and partners," Price said. "He noted 
the [Russian] Foreign Minister’s statement that it would be transmitted within the coming days."
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Biinken Reiterated to Lavrov Ukraine Invasion Concern, Devotion to Diplomacy - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Biinken reiterated to 
Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov the United States’ concerns about a potential invasion of 
Ukraine and its commitment to a diplomatic resolution to tensions, State Department 
Spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"The Secretary reiterated the US commitment to continue to pursue a diplomatic solution to the 
crisis Moscow has precipitated... Secretary Biinken reiterated our ongoing concerns that Russia 
has the capacity to launch an invasion of Ukraine at any moment and emphasized the need to 
see verifiable, credible, meaningful de-escalation," Price said in a readout of the leaders’ call.
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US to Boost Fight Against Anti-Vaccine Disinformation in Africa - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The US has prioritized combating disinformation that 
has fueled covid vaccine hesitancy across Africa, State Department Global COVID-19 
Response Coordinator Mary Beth Goodman said on Tuesday.
"Disinformation is a hindrance to some African citizens being willing to take this vaccine," 
Goodman said at a press briefing. "We need to plan for increased efforts to stop the spread of 
false information... looking at disinformation is high on our list."
The State Department official said quality local messaging to fill in information gaps and fight 
false beliefs is critical to ensuring citizens across the continent get vaccinated.
Goodman was discussing the Global Action Plan (GAP) and commitments made by the United 
States, international organization representatives, and foreign ministers to end the COVI D-19 
pandemic in 2022 and strengthen global health security.
On Monday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced that the Biden administration 
donated to Africa an additional five million doses of the Johnson & Johnson covid vaccine for 
continent-wide distribution.
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US Senior Diplomat Discusses Russia, Ukraine With European Counterparts - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman has 
discussed the diplomatic efforts to resolve the ongoing Russia-Ukraine crisis with her 
counterparts from France, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom, State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday.
"Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman spoke today with French Secretary General 
Francois Delattre, German State Secretary Andreas Michaelis, Italian Secretary General Ettore 
Sequi, and UK Minister of State... James Cleverly. Participants discussed their ongoing 
diplomatic efforts to urge Russia to deescaiate and choose the path of diplomacy while 
reaffirming their readiness to impose swift, severe costs on the Russian Federation in response 
to any further military action against Ukraine,” Price said in a statement.
Sherman emphasized the United States' enduring and steadfast support for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, the statement said.
In the past few months, the West and Ukraine have accused Russia of a troop build-up near the 
Ukrainian border in preparation for an invasion. Russia has denied the accusations, repeatedly 
stating that it is not planning to attack any country, including Ukraine.
Russia has also said NATO's plans to expand further eastward represents a direct threat to its 
national security. Moreover, Russia has said it reserves the right to move troops within its 
sovereign territory as it sees fit.
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Biden Administration Says Lack of Testing Makes True COVID-19 Impact Wbrldwide Unknown

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The true impact of the coronavirus pandemic worldwide 
is unknown due to insufficient testing in many countries, Acting Coordinator for Global 
COVID-19 Response and Health Security Mary Beth Goodman said on Tuesday.
"We truly don't know the infection rates at a global level... The data is just not available," she 
told a press conference.
Goodman said the lack of data meant the US government could not assess the true impact that 
the continuing pandemic, now into its third year, was having in many countries around the world. 
"It is a lack of true information: We frankly just do not know the real impact this may be having in 
various countries," she stated.
Goodman was discussing the Global Action Plan and commitments made by the United States, 
international organization representatives, and foreign ministers to end the pandemic in 2022 
and strengthen global health security.
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Republicans to Block Biden’s Fed Picks in Protest Over Nominee Sarah Raskin - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Senate Republicans said on Tuesday that they will 
block en masse a vote on President Joe Biden's nominee for the Federal Reserve, including the 
renomination of Chairman Jerome Powell, due to objections over an individual named to the US 
central bank's board of governors.
Sarah Bloom Raskin has not provided satisfactory answers to questions by Republican 
lawmakers and her integrity as a Federal Reserve nominee remained in doubt, Senator Patrick 
Toomey, the top Republican on the Banking Committee, said in a statement distributed via 
Twitter.
"V\fe're seeking answers," Toomey said. "Until basic questions have been adequately 
addressed, I do not think the Committee should proceed with a vote on Ms. Raskin."
Raskin’s previous role as a director of Reserve Trust, a financial technology company that 
obtained a Federal Reserve master account while Raskin was serving on its executive board, is 
among the list of Republicans’ concerns. The use of climate change as a tool to shape Federal 
Reserve policy is also something the Republican party opposes and Raskin is a proponent of 
such policies.
"Important decisions about Ms. Raskin’s use of the ‘revolving door’ remain unanswered largely 
because of her repeated disingenuousness with the Committee," Toomey said. "Her fitness to 
serve, her judgment, and her probity are of utmost importance because Ms. Raskin is being 
considered for a 10-year term at the nation’s independent central bank and foremost financial 
regulator. This isn’t a garden-variety political appointment."
A boycott by all 12 Republicans from the Banking Committee vote would render an insufficient 
quorum that would force the Senate’s entire 100 lawmakers to vote on the matter.
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Democrats aligned to Biden control precisely half of the Senate, with a narrow majority of one 
vote provided by Vice President Kama la Harris. Any break in their ranks, which has occurred 
before due to a couple dissenting voices among Senate Democrats, could further jeopardize the 
vote on the Federal Reserve nominee, affecting the reappointments of Chairman Powell and 
designated Vice Chairperson Lael Brainard.
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US Court to Hold Next Hearing in Russian National Nikulin’s Case on April 19 - Judge

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The next hearing in the case of Russian national 
Yevgeniy Nikulin, convicted in the United States of cybercrimes, has been set for April 19, judge 
William Alsup of the US District Court for the Northern District of California said on Tuesday.
"We will see you on April 19," Aslup said during a telephone status conference.
Nikulin’s lawyer Adam Gasner notified the court that his client could not attend the hearing and 
asked the judge to choose another date to enable Nikulin to appear.
"He is not on the line. I have mailed him a letter, alerting him to this hearing, but I have not 
heard back from him. For this preliminary matter, I am willing to ask the court to wait for his 
appearance," Gasner said.
Assistant US attorney Michelle Kane noted that the US government is contacting Nikulin’s 
victims on the issue of restitution and has requested the court to provide additional 60 days to 
finalize that process and reach an agreement with the defense.
"I am hopeful that we would be able to resolve the restitution issue," Kane said.
The US government accused Nikulin of hacking into computers belonging to Linkedln, Dropbox 
and Formspring's online services. Nikulin pleaded not guilty to the charges.
The Czech police detained the Russian national in October 2016 and extradited him to the 
United States in March 2018. The Russian authorities, who charged Nikulin with Internet fraud 
in 2009, requested his extradition on the same day as did the United States, but the Czech 
Republic’s Justice Ministry granted the US request.
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Biden to Give Update on Russia-Ukraine Situation at 20:30 GMT Tuesday - White House

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden will deliver an update on the 
situation between Russia and Ukraine on Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. EST (20:30 GMT) and 
reiterate US openness to diplomacy, the White House said on Tuesday.
"[Biden] will give brief remarks providing an update on Russia and Ukraine. He will reiterate that 
the United States remains open to high-level diplomacy in close coordination with our Allies,
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building on the multiple diplomatic off-ramps we and our Allies and partners have offered Russia 
in recent months," the White House said in a schedule update.
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UN on Russia Pulling Troops From Border: Guterres Welcomes Any Step Toward De-escalation

UNITED NATIONS, February 15 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres welcomes 
any steps leading to de-escalation, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on Tuesday, after Russia 
announced moving troops away from the Ukraine border following drills.
"We welcome any and all movements that point to de-escalation, whether it is on the ground or 
whether it is rhetoric," Dujarric told a press briefing.
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White House Announces 'Buy Clean' Taskforce to Promote Low-Carbon Materials

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The White House said on Tuesday it is launching a 
taskforce to boost federal purchases of greener construction materials with a view to supporting 
such manufacturers and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
"The Council on Environmental Quality and White House Office of Domestic Climate Policy are 
establishing the first-ever Buy Clean Task Force, which will harness the federal government's 
massive purchasing power to support low-carbon materials made in American factories," the 
White House said in a statement.
As the White House fact sheet notes, construction is a significant source of global carbon 
emissions. According to the International Energy Agency, the production of cement - the main 
ingredient of concrete - accounted for an estimated 7% of global C02 emissions in 2019.
In addition, the White House said, the General Services Administration will issue information 
requests on Tuesday focused on concrete and asphalt as it writes national low-carbon 
standards for land port-of-entry projects. The Department of Transportation will also unveil new 
efforts to boost the use of low-carbon materials in federal projects.
The Biden administration said America’s industrial sector is central to tackling the climate crisis 
inasmuch as it currently accounts for almost a third of domestic greenhouse gas emissions. By 
helping manufacturers move toward clean energy, efficiency upgrades, and other innovative 
technology to reduce emissions, the administration will be able to oversee the production of 
what it considers the next generation of products and materials for a net-zero economy. 
Meanwhile, adoption of these measures will protect public health by reducing the release of air 
and water pollutants and toxic materials which disproportionately harm low-income households 
and communities of color, according to the White House. Just as important, administration 
officials say, is that the clean energy push will strengthen America’s industrial base, jump-start
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local economies, reduce the price of consumer goods and services, provide more pathways to 
the middle class because of well-paying union jobs, and enhance US competitiveness in global 
markets.
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Ottawa Police Chief Resigns Amid Trucker Protests ~ Reports

TORONTO, February 15 (Sputnik) - Ottawa police chief Peter Sloly has resigned amid ongoing 
protests of truckers and ordinary citizens against COVID-19 restrictions, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation reported on Tuesday citing sources.
Sloly decided to step down following an Ottawa Police Services Board meeting earlier in the 
day, the report said.
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Prince Andrew Settles Sexual Abuse Lawsuit Filed by Virginia Giuffre - Court Document

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Virginia Giuffre reached a settlement in her sexual 
abuse case against the United Kingdom's Prince Andrew, court documents revealed on 
Tuesday.
"We write jointly with counsel for defendant to advise the Court that the parties reached a 
settlement in principle of the above-referenced action," Giuffre's attorney, David Boies, said in a 
letter to Judge Lewis Kaplan with respect to the sexual abuse case against Prince Andrew.
The parties are expected to file for a dismissal of the case within 30 days, according to the 
letter.
Prince Andrew was sued by the 38-year-old Giuffre, an US-Australian rights activist and 
trafficking victims' advocate, for allegedly raping her and subjecting her to sexual abuse when 
she was 17.
Prince Andrew denied all allegations and attempted to dismiss the trial, arguing that Giuffre’s 
2009 settlement with convicted pedophile and human trafficker Jeffrey Epstein shielded him 
from legal action. However, that argument was rejected by a US court.
Queen Elizabeth II decided to strip Prince Andrew, her second son, of his royal titles, military 
affiliations and royal patronages over the case. The decision was supported by an overwhelming 
majority of British people, according to a YouGov poll.
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US Aims to Shape Taliban, Discourage Others From Supporting Armed Opposition - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The United States aims to shape the Taliban (under UN 
sanctions for terrorism) and discourage other powers from supporting armed opposition to the 
group, Special Representative for Afghanistan Tom West said on Tuesday.
"[Civil society representatives] told me that they are among Afghans who believe that the better 
way forward at the moment is to work with and seek to shape Taliban policies. That is the view 
of the United States today as well. So, we are not supporting organized, armed opposition to the 
Taliban and would discourage other powers from doing so as well," West said during a US 
Institute of Peace event.
West in late January traveled to Oslo, Norway for talks on the humanitarian situation in 
Afghanistan alongside European leadership, the Taliban and Afghan civil society members.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Remington Arms Agrees to Settle Liability Claims in Sandy Hook Shooting - Court Document

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Remington Arms, a producer of the semiautomatic riffle 
used in the 2012 Sandy Hook school massacre, agreed to settle the liability from the families of 
the victims, a court document said on Tuesday.
"The plaintiffs in this action hereby give Notice that a settlement agreement has been executed 
between the parties," the court document said.
The plaintiffs asked the court to hold a status conference so that the parties may further report 
on the settlement, the document said. They also requested to suspend all scheduling deadlines, 
the court document also said.
"The Remington defendants join in these requests,” the court document added.
In December of 2012, a lone gunman armed with a Remington rifle opened fire at the Sandy 
Hook school in the US state of Connecticut, killing 20 children and six staff before killing himself.
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Biden Starts Call With Macron at 15:11 GMT - White House

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden has started a secure call with 
his French counterpart, Emmanuel Macron, at 10:11 a.m. EST (15:11 GMT) on Tuesday, a 
White House pool correspondent reported.
"President Biden's secure call with President Macron convened at 10:11 EST," the 
correspondent said.
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US Believes Taliban Sincere About Efforts to Stop ISIS-K - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The Taliban (under UN sanctions for terrorism) have 
been more honest in talks with the US about countering terrorism in Afghanistan and seem 
sincere about their efforts to fight the Islamic State-Khorasan Province terror group (ISIS-K, 
banned in Russia), Special Representative for Afghanistan Tom West said on Tuesday.
"We have an enduring interest in ensuring that the Taliban fulfill their commitments not to allow 
Afghan territory to be used by foreign terrorists to harm anyone, and I have to say that 
month-on-month I have found our dialogue on this subject become more honest and more 
candid. I believe that the Taliban are sincere in their efforts to contain ISIS-K (sic)," West said 
during a US Institute of Peace event.
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Meta Agrees to Pay $90Mln Settlement in Lawsuit Over Data Privacy Concerns - Court Filings

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US tech company Meta (formerly known as Face book) 
agreed to establish a $90 million settlement fund in order to resolve a lawsuit over user data 
privacy concerns, according to court documents.
"For the injunctive relief, Defendant Meta... has agreed to sequester and delete all data that 
Plaintiffs alleged was wrongfully collected during the Settlement Class Period. For the monetary 
relief, the proposed Settlement also establishes a fully non-reversionary Settlement Fund of $90 
million," one of the court documents, filed late on Monday evening, said.
If the settlement is approved, it will also resolve a parallel class action in California State court, 
the document said.
The decade-old lawsuit concerns Meta’s use of cookies to track user data, even after log-off, 
between 2010 and 2011. The settlement agreement still must receive final approval from the 
court.
Meta had successfully defended against the lawsuit for years before the US Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth District, which determined that its actions created economic harm and required 
actual user consent. The US Supreme Court later denied a request by Meta to review the case.
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Blinken Currently on Phone With Lavrov - Reports

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/16/2022 11:07:48 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/16/2022 11:07:48 AM

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken is currently 
holding a phone conversation with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, CBS News reported 
on Tuesday.
A CBS News correspondent said it via Twitter, citing a State Department official.
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Pentagon Says Reviewing Russia's Statement on Withdrawing Forces From Ukraine Border 
WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - Pentagon analysts are reviewing Russia's statement 
on withdrawing troops from the Ukrainian border following drills, a spokesperson told Sputnik on 
Tuesday.
"We are aware of reports of Russian claims that they are withdrawing some forces away from 
the border with Ukraine. Our analysts are reviewing, but we have nothing further at this time," 
the official said.
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US Tycoons Exacerbate Climate Crisis by Covertly Profiting From Fossil Fuels - Report

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The biggest US private equity investors have 
exacerbated the climate crisis by covertly profiting from unsustainable fuel projects around the 
world, a new report by Private Equity Stakeholder Project and LittleSis revealed on Tuesday.
At least 12 major US private equity companies, including the Carlyle Group and the Blackstone 
Group, have benefited from the most destructive oil and gas investments in fracking, oil 
pipelines, coal plants and offshore drilling, the report said.
Private equity is a type of investments that take place opaquely and, as a rule, is exempt from 
public disclosures making it hard to track. In most cases, the investment capital comes from 
such institutional investors as public and private funds that manage funds of regular workers. 
More than $7.5 trillion is currently invested around the world by the private equity industry in 
every sector of the economy, the report said. In 2021 alone, private equity firms have closed 
deals buying stakes in companies for a total of $1 trillion.
The Carlyle Group has established joint ventures with an array of oil and gas firms like Hilcorp 
Energy, which is one of the largest methane emitters whose underwater pipeline project poses a 
threat to Alaska wildlife, the report said.
Blackstone Group owns one of the dirtiest coal plants in the United States and is a major 
stakeholder in the owner of the Dakota Access Pipeline, the report added.
The list of private equity companies with investments in oil and gas industries also includes KKR 
& Co. Inc., Ares Management, ArcLight Capital, Kayne Anderson and Riverstone Holdings.
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Amnesty International Urges New York City to Ban Facial Recognition Technologies

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The New York City authorities should implement a 
comprehensive ban of facial recognition technologies because they violate the rights of 
residents living in areas where the risk of police stop-and-frisk practices is big, Amnesty 
International said in a report on Tuesday.
"Banning facial recognition for mass surveillance is a much-needed first step towards 
dismantling racist policing, and the New York City Council must now immediately move towards 
a comprehensive ban," Amnesty International artificial intelligence and human rights researcher 
Matt Mahmoudi said.
The Amnesty International research on the matter showed that law enforcement surveillance 
operations affect residents who are already targeted for stop-and-frisk, particularly residents of 
certain New York’s boroughs with non-white populations.
“We have long known that stop-and-frisk in New York is a racist policing tactic. We now know 
that the communities most targeted with stop-and-frisk are also at greater risk of discriminatory 
policing through invasive surveillance,” Mahmoudi said.
The researcher pointed out that the “shocking” reach of facial recognition technology affected 
the entire city and police should reveal its methods of using such means of surveillance.
Such practice violates the right to privacy and threatens the rights to freedom of assembly, 
equality and non-discrimination, Mahmoudi said.
The New York Police Department (NYPD) used facial recognition technologies at least in 22,000 
cases in 2016-2019, according to data by the Decode Surveillance NYC project that mapped 
more than 25,000 CCTV cameras across New York City.
Amnesty International said it will launch a website that will enable residents to find out how 
much any route in New York City might be exposed to facial recognition technologies.
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US Issues Rules for Chinese Military Industrial Complex Sanctions - Treasury

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The US Treasury published on Tuesday rules regarding 
sanctions on China’s military industrial complex.
"The Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) is adding 
regulations to implement a November 12, 2020 Executive order related to securities 
investments that finance Communist Chinese military companies, as amended by a June 3,
2021 Executive order related to the Chinese military-industrial complex and Chinese 
surveillance technology," the release said.
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US Producer Prices Up 1% in January as Inflation Stays High - Labor Dept. Data

WASHINGTON, February 15 (Sputnik) - The US Producer Price Index grew more than expected 
in January as domestic producers received more for their output in a trend that looked set to 
exacerbate inflation growing at its fastest pace in 40 years, data from the Labor Department 
showed on Tuesday.
Final demand for the so-called PPI jumped 1 % last month, after climbing 0.2% in December, 
and against the growth of 0.5% forecast for January by economists polled by US media, the 
data showed.
In the 12 months through January, the PPI grew by 9.7%, virtually unchanged from December. 
Economists had expected a 9.1% growth instead year-on-year for last month.
Core PPI, stripped of volatile food and energy prices, rose 8.3% in the 12 months to January, 
also virtually unchanged from December, and higher than the 7.9% forecast by economists.
"This is another dose of hot inflation data, including on month-over-month terms, including when 
excluding food and energy," economist Adam Button said in a post on the ForexLive forum. "As 
this continues and spreads, it adds more and more pressure on companies to raise prices."
The US economic recovery from coronavirus shocks has led to runaway inflation as prices of 
goods and services rose from the lows of the pandemic. Supply chain disruptions, a hangover of 
the pandemic, have put further pressure on manufacturers, forcing them to pass costs on to 
retailers who, in turn, passed those on to consumers.
The economy grew 5.7% in 2021 after a 3.5% contraction in 2020. But inflation, measured by 
the Consumer Price Index, or CPI, grew even faster, expanding by 7% in the 12 months to 
December and 7.5% in the year to January — both the fastest since 1982.
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