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Photo: Image Surfaces Rumored to Be of New Zumwalt-like Chinese Stealth Vessel 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

While it is probably not a new class of warship preparing to enter combat duty, the mysterious 
vessel that recently appeared on Chinese social media could indicate interest by Beijing in 
testing out improved low-visibility designs.
A blurry, gray photo that appeared on a popular military-focused Sina Weibo account has 
generated chatter in military enthusiast circles.
At first glance, the vessel in the image seems to resemble the USS Zumwalt, a stealthy 
destroyer used by the US Navy with a highly unusual design intended to minimize its 
appearance on enemy radars. It seems to have a sloped, tumblehome design with a central 
command island, just as the Zumwalt does.
A caption included with the photo suggests the vessel is out for trials. However, almost nothing 
else is known about the ship, including its size.
The opinion of Naval News author and naval expert H.l. Sutton is that the photo is not a hoax, 
“but caveats apply,” he wrote on Wednesday.
He noted that the vessel is likely small, perhaps the size of the US Navy’s Sea Hunter 
autonomous vessels, since anything larger would have been noticed by either satellites or 
shipyard watchers, both of whom regularly take photos of China’s major known drydocks to 
track the progress of ships under construction.
The same Weibo user who shared the image later noted that the silhouette bears a certain 
similarity to a futuristic ship that appeared on promotional artwork from Jiangnan Shipyard, a 
Shanghai facility that produces much of the People’s Liberation Army Navy’s surface fleet. 
China has already developed several warships that apply some principles of stealthy 
construction, ranging from the small Type 022 missile boat to the massive Type 055 cruiser. 
However, it was the US Navy who seemed to be inspired by Chinese technology recently, not 
the other way around: a proposed design for the Navy’s forthcoming CG(X) cruiser that 
appeared in a naval symposium last month bore an eerie resemblance to China’s Type 055 
cruiser.
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Israel Strikes Syria With Surface-to-Surface Missiles, Army Command Says 
By - Morgan Artyukhina
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Syrian anti-air missiles have overshot their targets several times in recent years, winding up 
over Israeli-controlled territory due to the close-in nature of its engagements with Israeli aircraft 
launching missiles at targets in Syria.
According to Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA), which cited Syrian army command, the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) fired surface-to-surface missiles from the Golan Heights at several 
military positions in the town of Zakia south of Damascus just before midnight on Wednesday.
No casualties and little damage has been reported.
Last week, the IDF launched airstrikes on Syrian missile and radar systems in the country's 
south, claiming the attack to be in response to a Syrian anti-air missile that set off alarms inside 
Israel.
Syria has never recognized Israel's existence as legal and the two nations have remained in a 
state of war since Israel's foundation in 1948. In 1967, Israel seized the Golan Heights from 
Syria in the Six-Day War. While it was rumored to have considered trading the territory for 
diplomatic normalization with Damascus, in 1981 it declared the Golan annexed into Israel. The 
United Nations has called the move illegal and demanded its return to Syria.
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Photos: Amnesty Report Documents Mass Executions, Gang Rapes by TPLF in Ethiopia’s 
Amhara
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Anew report by a non-governmental organization (NGO) Amnesty International (Al) sheds 
additional light on abuses by the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) in two towns in 
Ethiopia’s Amhara State the group occupied during an offensive outside Tigray last year. 
However, it only scratches the surface of the group’s documented abuses.
According to the report. TPLF soldiers were responsible for massacres and other abuses in two 
towns in northern Amhara State, which borders Tigray.
In the northeastern Amhara town of Kobo, Al verified the killing of at least 24 Amhara civilians in 
September and October 2021 by TPLF soldiers, who were apparently exacting revenge on the 
town for attacks on their advancing forces by farmers and local militias. Most of the victims were 
bound and shot execution-style, then buried in mass graves by townspeople forced to do so by 
the Tigrayan troops, according to numerous survivors and relatives who spoke with the human 
rights group.
Satellite photos of the area helped provide further evidence for the locations of the mass graves. 
In Chenna Teklehaymanot, a town in northwestern Amhara that was seized by the TPLF in the 
opening days of their offensive in July 2021, Al documented the gang rapes and torture of at 
least 30 Amhara girls and women at various locations, with some of the girls as young as 14 
years of age.
According to the report, doctors who provided medical care to many of the rape survivors told Al 
that 10 of them had been hospitalized for three months after they were raped, and that many 
more had suffered severe and long-term physical and psychological damage. Two of the
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survivors had to be treated for lacerations likely caused by rifle bayonets being inserted into 
their genitals.
“Several residents of Kobo, Chenna and surrounding villages told Amnesty International that 
Tigrayan forces also looted and vandalized public property, including medical facilities and 
schools,” the report also notes. Al also cataloged reports in the two towns of looting of residents’ 
homes, particularly for food.
Amnesty has also documented other instances of mass rape by the TPLF, including the gang 
rape, robbery and abuse of 16 women in the Amhara town of Nifas Mewcha in August of last 
year “and has received credible reports of rape from other areas of the Amhara region,” the 
group said. “Such atrocities constitute war crimes and, potentially, crimes against humanity.” 
“Tigrayan forces have shown utter disregard for fundamental rules of international humanitarian 
law which all warring parties must follow,” Sarah Jackson, Amnesty International’s Deputy 
Regional Director for East Africa, the Horn and the Great Lakes, said in a Friday news release. 
“Evidence is mounting of a pattern of Tigrayan forces committing war crimes and possible 
crimes against humanity in areas under their control in the Amhara region from July 2021 
onwards. This includes repeated incidents of widespread rape, summary killings and looting, 
including from hospitals,” she said. “The TPLF leadership must put an immediate end to the 
atrocities we have documented and remove from its forces anyone suspected of involvement in 
such crimes.”
Amnesty isn’t the first to investigate TPLF abuses in these two towns following news reports at 
the time they occurred: Human Rights Watch published a separate report on December 9, 2021, 
on executions in Chenna and Kobo. However, the HRW report documented a total of 74 killings 
between the two towns and surrounding areas, including 39 in Chenna not mentioned by the 
Amnesty report.
HRW also received reports of up to 200 civilians killed in the fighting, which it was unable to 
verify, as well as reports the TPLF used civilians as human shields by holding them in residential 
compounds and fighting ENDF forces from those compounds.
Scratching the Surface
These reports begin to push back on the narrative of the TPLF as victims who are standing up 
to an authoritarian ruler, which has been popularized by the New York Times and CNN, among 
other publications, and widely decried bv Ethiopians and Eritreans in Africa and across the 
diaspora. However, they have only scratched the surface of the numerous abuses documented 
by local journalists and residents across Amhara and Afar through the second half of 2021.
In December 2021, as the TPLF was pushed out of Amhara and Afar by a powerful ENDF 
offensive, Agence France-Presse and BreakThrough News reported on the looting and 
destruction left behind in Lalibela, including of the hospital and airport, and interviewed women 
who were raped and abused by TPLF soldiers.
In Dessie and Kombolcha. the UN World Food Program (WFP) reported “mass looting” of its 
food warehouses in the two cities in the days leading up to the TPLF withdrawal, and residents 
also reported looting of the regional airport. In Afar, photos emerged online of several mosques 
burned and looted by TPLF forces, including in Kasagita, Sifra, and Burka.
In addition, no serious probe has been mounted of reports that the TPLF has used food as a 
weapon in Tigray itself where the group has been accused by Abiy’s government of withholding 
food aid from families until a man from the family enlists in the TPLF.
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However, any further investigations may face compounding challenges thanks to one US law 
and another bill presently being debated in Congress.
The 2022 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), the Pentagon’s massive annual budget, 
was passed in December and included a clause requiring the US Department of State to make 
a “determination of genocide” in Tigray by Ethiopian and Eritrean forces, but does not require 
the State Department to look at any other group or region, necessarily precluding a probe of 
TPLF abuses in Amhara or Afar.
The TPLF has claimed since the first day of hostilities with the ENDF on November 4, 2020, 
when it launched a surprise attack on ENDF forces inside of Tigray, that Abiy’s government was 
blockading food aid and creating a genocide in Tigray. The narrative quickly spread across 
Western media, but the only investigation of the situation thus far, by the Ethiopian Human 
Rights Commission (EHRC) and the UN Human Rights Office, documented widespread human 
rights abuses by all sides, but did not find evidence of genocide in Tigray.
A second bill containing sanctions on the Ethiopian government and others that cooperate with 
it also requires the State Department to make a determination about “allegations of crimes 
against humanity, war crimes and genocide,” but without specifying by which party.
While the US has maintained a public position of neutrality in the conflict, in reality, Washington 
has secretly supported the TPLF, as leaked video of a meeting between TPLF leaders and 
Western diplomats revealed. The TPLF ruled Ethiopia for 27 years and was the US’ primary 
partner in the region for much of that time. However, after the TPLF lost power when Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed took office in 2018 and he quickly made peace with Eritrea, which the US 
has long treated as a pariah state, Washington’s opinion of Abiy waned.
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Ukraine Appeals to UN Security Council to Discuss Russian Bill on Recognition of Donbass 
Republics
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Russian federal lawmakers on Tuesday approved a draft resolution calling on Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to recognize the two self-declared republics in the Donbass as independent 
states.
Ukrainian Foreign minister Dmitry Kuleba said on Wednesday that Kiev had submitted an 
initiative to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to discuss on February 17 the Russian 
State Duma's appeal for Putin to recognize the Donetsk People's Republic (DPR) and Luhansk 
People's Republic (LPR), saying the resolution "undermines Minsk agreements and the peace 
process."
The resolution received extremely wide support in the Russian State Duma, but Putin so far 
seems cool to the idea, telling German Chancellor Olaf Scholz that while he would do 
everything he could to solve the problems of the Donets River basin, the potential for success in 
the Minsk agreements had not yet been exhausted.
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Putin also called the Ukrainian siege of the Donbass a "genocide" and put the blame on its 
irresolution firmly on the shoulders of Kiev, accusing it of refusing to implement the Minsk peace 
agreements reached with Russia and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE).
A historically heavily industrial region thanks to its rich coal fields, the Donbas is home to a 
sizeable minority of ethnic Russians, and a majority of its population speaks primarily Russian. 
During the events of February 2014, when a US-backed coup in Kiev brought to power a 
Ukrainian nationalist government, the Donbass joined several other Russophone regions of 
Ukraine in protesting the coup government.
After the new government attempted to reduce the status of Russian as one of Ukraine's 
national languages, independent people's republics were declared in Luhansk and Donetsk in 
May 2014, which have defended their autonomy from Kiev in a war that has claimed at least 
13,000 lives.
The same upheaval also led to the declaration of independence by Russophone Crimea, which 
then voted in a referendum to join the Russian Federation. Kiev has accused Moscow of 
masterminding the Donbass and Crimean rebellions and secretly supporting the DPR and LPR - 
accusations Moscow has denied, saying it does not meddle in Ukrainian affairs. Moscow has 
never recognized either the DPR or LPR declarations of independence.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Rudy Giuliani Wants Eminem to Leave US After Super Bowl Performance 
By - Mary Manley

Rudy Giuliani isn’t too happy with rapper Eminem, who took a knee during the Super Bowl 
halftime performance on Sunday, saying on his radio show that the artist should "go to another 
country."
The halftime show was filled with rap legends: Snoop Dogg, 50 Cent, Eminem, Kendrick Lamar, 
Dr. Dre, Mary J. Blige, Anderson.Paak and his band The Free Nationals. Eminem was the only 
white artist in the lineup.
After performing his Oscar-winning song ‘Lose Yourself with Dr. Dre on the piano, Eminem took 
a knee, which has become a symbol of peacefully protesting police brutality, as well as a 
surefire way to upset conservative Americans.
During Giuliani’s radio show on Monday, he said, “Let's get right to Eminem taking a knee. Why 
doesn't he go to another country? I mean, go take a knee someplace else. You know how many 
cops were defending him and protecting him at that game yesterday?"
In an episode titled, ‘Hilary’s True Colors’, Giuliani also called Black Lives Matter a ‘cop-killing’ 
organization. “He thinks that all happened because everybody loves Eminem?" he continued. 
“The simple reality is the NFLhas made a mockery of law enforcement, particularly with its 
support for the cop-killing Black Lives Matter.”
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Dr. Dre, the legendary Compton rapper, producer, and entrepreneur with a rap career that 
began in 1985, said, “Em taking a knee, that was Em doing that on his own. And, there was no 
problem with that.”
Eminem was most likely imitating former San Francisco 49er quarterback Colin Kaepernick. who 
knelt during the national anthem at a game in 2016. The protest symbol, which was meant to 
bring attention to the issue of police brutality in the States, has a history of upsetting 
conservative Americans.
Former President Donald Trump, for instance, who is a close friend of Guiliani’s as well as a 
former client, criticized Kaepernick’s kneeling as being disrespectful.
“Wouldn’t you love to see one of these NFL owners, when somebody disrespects our flag, to 
say, ‘Get that son of a [explicit] off the field right now. Out! He’s fired. He’s fired!”’ The former 
president said at a rally in 2017.
Eminem was not the only target of the former New York City mayor's ire. Giuliani also took a 
shot at Snoop Dogg, the 50-year-old rapper with a career almost as prolific as Dre’s, referring to 
Snoop as “Snoop ‘kill police’ Doggy Dogg”, while mimicking his rap style with groans and 
mumbling.
The song Giuliani is most likely referring to is the 2022 single ‘Police’, which features four artists 
including Snoop. But the intro lyrics to the song, which say, “Take your guns that you using to 
shoot each other/ And start shooting these [explicit] police/ That'll impress a [explicit] like me/ 
The crooked mother*******,” were not actually delivered by Snoop but were sampled from 
deceased rap artist 2Pac's song. ‘CN2’.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Texas AG Sues Biden Admin. Over Airport, Airline Mask Mandate 
By - Mary Manley

The press release says the mandate was not authorized by Congress, and the CDC did not put 
it up for "notice and comment", while at the same time the mandate carries legal repercussions 
for those who don't comply with it.
Attorney General Ken Paxton, at Congresswoman Beth Van Duyne's request, has sued the 
Biden Administration in response to its mask mandate for airlines and airports.
A press release on the Texas Attorney General's website accuses the administration as well as 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) of issuing a mandate deemed unlawful 
by the AG, Texas Public Policy Foundation (TPPF), and Congresswoman Beth Van Duyne. 
“Biden’s repeated disregard of the individual liberties of Texans is not only disrespectful to the 
U.S. Constitution, it is also troublesome that any president thinks they can act above the law 
while hardworking Americans standby,” said Paxton. “President Biden cannot continue 
governing through executive edicts. Now is the time to strike down his administration’s air-travel 
mask mandate. I’m proud to stand alongside my friend Congresswoman Van Duyne and her 
counsel at TPPF to protect Texans’ liberty and the rule of law."
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In section B of the complaint, it reads as if Congresswoman Van Duyne is seeking out special 
permission to not wear her mask while flying. "Plaintiff [Van Duyne] frequently travels via 
commercial airlines subject to the Order." And, "Plaintiff would choose not to wear a mask while 
at an airport or on a flight if it was not required."
The complaint claims that because Congresswoman Van Duyne only flies into two US territories 
regularly, (from Texas to the District of Columbia) she should be granted special permission to 
not wear her mask while flying.
The complaint emphasizes that the governor of Texas has issued an executive order that 
Texans should choose for themselves whether or not they wear masks, and that the mask 
mandate, therefore "encroaches on the authority of the State within its jurisdiction, even as to 
purely intrastate travel."
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SF School Board Members Recalled After Prioritizing ‘Woke’Agenda, Failure to Reopen 
Schools
By - Mary Manley

After much frustration with their school board’s ‘woke’ agenda in lieu of any efforts to reopen 
schools, residents of San Francisco have decided to recall members after controversial left-wing 
efforts they believe were over-prioritized.
San Francisco parents began pushing to recall the newest members of their city’s Board of 
Education in January of 2021, after frustration mounted in regards to their slow approach 
concerning the reopening of schools. Instead, the board had busied themselves with renaming 
44 school sites they claimed honored public figures who were linked to sexist and racist 
symbolism.
San Francisco Mayor London Breed said she did not understand why “the school board is 
advancing a plan to have all these schools renamed by April when there isn’t a plan to have our 
kids back in the classroom by then.”
That plan was suspended by the school board after heated controversy in a city that is 
overwhelmingly democratic, as 85% of San Francisco residents voted for Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris in the most recent presidential election.
More than 70% of voters moved to recall School Board President Gabriela Lopez, Vice 
President Faauuga Moliga, and Commissioner Alison Collins on Wednesday morning. Their 
temporary replacements will be named by Mayor London Breed, who has called the board’s 
priorities “severely misplaced.”
"The voters of this City have delivered a clear message that the School Board must focus on the 
essentials of delivering a well-run school system above all else," Breed said in a statement.
"San Francisco is a city that believes in the value of big ideas, but those ideas must be built on 
the foundation of a government that does the essentials well."
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Commissioner Collins was also criticized for tweets she made in 2016 about the Asian 
community, saying Asian Americans use “white supremacist thinking to assimilate and get 
ahead.” Collins was not a school board member at the time of writing the tweets.
Some came to her defense. "Those messages were not racist. I think they could have been 
worded more tactfully, but she was in such a position of pain. A lot of us in the Asian community 
don't speak up enough,” said Lowell High School alum Vivian Tong.
The Asian community in San Francisco saw the school board’s efforts to end merit-based 
admissions at the elite Lowell High School, where a majority of students are Asian, as an attack 
on their community. Black students are often overlooked when a school relies on testing scores 
as opposed to personality and recommendation-based admissions. For Asian students, it is the 
exact opposite.
“Asian American kids were being essentially graded as having less than half the personality of 
the average white kid, seven times less personality than the average Hispanic applicant, and 
eight times less personality than a Black applicant with similar academic qualifications,” says 
attorney Lee Cheng, a co-founder and director of the Friends of Lowell Foundation.
The vote to recall the school board members for their inability to reopen schools proves what 
most Americans already know: many are struggling with how to navigate the reopening of 
schools during the COVD-19 pandemic.
Conservatives have made “parents’ rights” a rallying cry in their efforts to send kids to school, 
even if that means their child goes to school without a mask or unvaccinated. However, even 
parents who have received their own adult dose of the COVID-19 vaccine struggle with 
navigating whether or not to vaccinate their children.
As of January 18, 2022, only 28.1% of those aged five to eleven had received at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine dose. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recommended 
anyone aged five years or older to get the vaccination, calling it a “critical" tool in mitigating the 
spread of the disease.
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Malaysian Fraud Fugitive Jho Low Paid Leonardo DiCaprio, Other Stars for Party Appearances
- Reports
By - Mary Manley

Jurors in a federal court in Brooklyn were reportedly told of Low’s lavish spending habits, 
including paying for the attention of models and celebrities, using millions to fund “Wolf of Wall 
Street”, and even a $3.6 million party in Las Vegas with a bar tab of 65 bottles of Cristal 
Champagne, which he paid $100,000 for in addition to a $38,955 tip.
An executive has testified in court that Malaysian fugitive ‘Jho Low’ (Low Taek Jho) who is on 
the run with $700 million after a scam that defrauded a sovereign wealth fund, spent the stolen 
money on luxurious parties, and paid celebrities such as Leonardo DiCaprio, Megan Fox, Paris 
Hilton, and Kim Kardashian to make appearances at them, Bloomberg reported on Wednesday.
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Low paid large sums to high-profile celebrities to make appearances at the various parties he 
threw: for DiCaprio he paid $250,000, for Paris Hilton $100,000, Megan Fox received $250,000 
and Kim Kardashian was given $50,000, according to reports.
Since Low is on the lam, former Goldman Sachs banker Roger Ng is now being accused of 
conspiring with former Goldman banker Tim Leissner to help Low divert $4.5 billion from the 
1MDB fund. He was first indicted for the crime in 2018 and is facing trial this week.
The 1 Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB) began in 2008 as an effort to use sovereign wealth 
to aid in the economic development of Terengganu state and to ensure the economic well-being 
of its residents.
In 2020, Goldman Sachs Bank admitted to taking part in the fraud and agreed to pay $5 billion 
in fines for its role in the scandal. Leissner has already pleaded guilty and is helping federal 
prosecutors in their investigation. Reports say he will take the witness stand this week and 
testify against Ng.
Prosecutors have claimed that Ng and his family received $35 million from the illegal scheme.
In 2020, Goldman Sachs’ chief executive, David Solomon, condemned the fraudulent actions of 
his employees and acknowledged that the bank’s failure to prevent such criminal behavior 
should come at a cost. “When a colleague knowingly violates a firm policy or much worse, the 
law, we, as a firm, have to accept responsibility and recognize the broader failure that individual 
behavior represents for our firm,” Solomon said.
Low, meanwhile, is still on the run. In 2018 he was indicted in the United States. He has yet to 
be arrested by either the United States or Malaysia. It is reported that he has been granted 
asvlum bv an unidentified country.
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OSCE Recorded 500 Explosions Along Contact Line in Donbas Overnight to 9:20 GMT

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - OSCE monitors recorded 500 explosions along the 
contact line in Donbas between Wednesday evening and 9:20 GMT on Thursday, the chairman 
of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine told the UNSC.
"Between yesterday evening and and 11:20 Kiev time today the SMM has recorded 500 
explosions along the contact line," Cevik said. "After 11:20 we have recorded about 30 
explosions."
Cevik went on to say that at around noon the SMM urged all parties to adhered to their 
ceasefire commitments.
OSCE Chairman-in-Office Zbigniew Rau during the meeting also expressed serious concern 
about reports of shelling in Donbas and called for restraint.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2022 10:52:58 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2022 10:52:58 PM

US House Committee Asks Government to Consider Terminating Trump Hotel Lease - Letter

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Democrats on the US House Oversight Committee on 
Thursday sent a letter to General Services Administrator Robin Carnahan asking her to consider 
terminating the lease for the Trump International Hotel in Washington due to concerns about 
inaccurate information submitted by former President Donald Trump.
"Wfe are concerned about several new developments related to former President Trump's lease 
for the Old Post Office Building, which former President Trump and his company entered into in 
2013 and held throughout his presidency In light of these new revelations," the letter said. "Wfe 
request that you consider terminating the Old Post Office Building lease to former President 
Trump and the Trump Organization.”
The lawmakers said in the letter that Trump may have submitted inaccurate financial records to 
obtain the lease and stands to reap millions in profit from selling it.
The Trump Organization plans to sell the lease for the building to a Miami-based investor group 
for $375 million, the letter noted.
The letter was signed by Oversight and Reform Committee Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney and 
Government Operations Subcommittee Chairman Gerald Connolly.
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UN Calls on All Parties in Ukraine to Refrain From Steps in Violation of Minsk Accords

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United Nations calls on all parties to the crisis 
in eastern Ukraine to avoid any unilateral measures that would violate the Minsk Agreements, 
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Rosemary DiCarlo told a UN Security Council 
meeting on Thursday.
"Wfe also call on all those concerned to refrain from any unilateral measures that may go against 
the letter and spirit of the Minsk Agreements, or undermine their implementation and result in 
further tensions," DiCarlo said.
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Blinken, Estonian Minister Talk US Force Posture Changes to Fortify NATO’s Eastern Flank

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Estonian 
Foreign Minister Eva-Maria Liimets discussed recent US force posture changes to reinforce 
NATO's Eastern flank, State Department spokesman Ned Price said on Thursday.
The two met in Washington on Wednesday.
"Secretary Blinken reaffirmed US commitment to the security of our NATO Allies and discussed 
the recently announced US force posture changes to fortify the Alliance’s Eastern Flank. Both
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leaders emphasized the importance of close consultation among Allies and partners as we urge 
Russia to de-escalate tensions and engage seriously in diplomacy," Price said in a readout. 
Blinken also underscored strong US support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine, the spokesman noted.
In addition, the leaders expressed their support for "democratic aspirations" of Belarusian 
people. They also discussed mutual efforts to strengthen democracies and human rights, 
according to the statement.
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UN Notes With Concern Reports of Ceasefire Breaches in Eastern Ukraine

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United Nations notes with concern reports of 
fresh ceasefire violations across the contact line in Ukraine over the past several hours, UN 
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Rosemary DiCarlo told a UN Security Council 
meeting on Thursday.
"The Minsk Agreements remain the only framework endorsed by this Council, in resolution 
2202, for a negotiated, peaceful settlement of the conflict in eastern Ukraine. In this regard, we 
note with concern the reports of fresh ceasefire violations across the contact line over the past 
several hours," DiCarlo said. "If verified, these must not be allowed to escalate further. We call 
on all sides to exercise maximum restraint at this sensitive time."
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Tesla Electric Cars Braking for No Reason at Highway Speeds - Traffic Safety Agency

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Electric cars made by Tesla are braking automatically 
for no valid reason and without warning while driving at highway speeds, the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) said on Thursday.
"Complaints allege that while utilizing... features including adaptive cruise control, the vehicle 
unexpectedly applies its brakes while driving at highway speeds. Complainants report that the 
rapid deceleration can occur without warning, at random, and often repeatedly in a single drive 
cycle," the NHTSA said of Tesla’s Model 3 and Model Y cars manufactured since last year.
The NHTSA said it has received 354 complaints over the past nine months about the 
phenomenon characterized as "phantom braking" by consumers.
It said Tesla had identified the problem as being associated with its advanced driver assistance 
system, also known as Autopilot, that allows its vehicles to brake and steer automatically within 
designated lanes.
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The NHTSAsaid its Office of Defects Investigation has opened a preliminary evaluation "to 
determine the scope and severity of the potential problem and to fully assess the potential 
safety-related issues."
Earlier this month, US media reported that Tesla cars were unexpectedly slamming on their 
brakes in response to imagined hazards - such as oncoming traffic on two-lane roads - which 
has prompted their terrified owners to lodge a surge of complaints with NHTSA.
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State Dept. Mulling Response to Russia's 'Unprovoked' Expulsion of Deputy Chief of Mission

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States considers Russia's expulsion of the 
deputy chief of the US mission to Russia, Bart Gorman, to be an "escalatory step" and is 
weighing a response, a State Department spokesperson told Sputnik on Thursday.
"We can confirm that Russia expelled U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM) to Russia Bart 
Gorman. DCM Gorman was the second-most senior official at U.S. Embassy Moscow after the 
Ambassador and a key member of the Embassy's senior leadership team," the spokesperson 
said in a statement. "Russia’s action against our DCM was unprovoked and we consider this an 
escalatory step and are considering our response."
Gorman had a valid visa and his service in Russia lasted less than three years, according to the 
statement.
The United States is calling on Russia to end its "baseless" expulsions of American diplomats 
and work productively to rebuild missions.
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Half of US Medical Care Wsrkers Report Wbrse Mental Health Since Pandemic Began - Poll

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - About half of all US health care workers feel their 
mental health has worsened during the COVID-19 pandemic, now in its third year, a new 
Morning Consult/Axios poll revealed on Thursday.
“That toll is severe,” Morning Consult said in a report on the poll. “Roughly one in two health 
care workers said their mental health has worsened during the pandemic... Three in four said 
their work has made them tired since COVID-19 emerged two years ago."
Yet, for all public acknowledgment of the issue, the survey suggests many health care workers 
have not received much tangible support from their employers during the pandemic, the report 
said.
"Roughly two in five health care workers, for example, said that a raise had helped keep them 
happy at work, but another 29% said they hadn’t been offered one. They were twice as likely to
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say caregiver support was effective... but more than half said their employer didn't offer such 
aid at all,” the report added.
The data was drawn from a survey of 1,000 health care workers, according to the report.
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Biden Says Has Not Yet Read Russia's Response to Security Proposals

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Thursday that he has 
not yet read Russia’s written response to security proposals.
"I have not read it yet, I cannot comment on it," Biden told reporters.
Russia delivered the written response to US Ambassador in Moscow John Sullivan earlier in the 
day.
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Biden Claims Russian 'Invasion' of Ukraine Will Happen Within Next Several Days

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States has "every indication" that Russia is 
prepared to advance on Ukraine "within the next several days," President Joe Biden claimed on 
Thursday.
"Every indication we have they are prepared to go into Ukraine, attack Ukraine," Biden told 
reporters. "My sense it will happen within the next several days."
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Biden Says He Has No Plans to Call Putin Right Now

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Thursday he has no 
immediate plans to call Russian President Vladimir Putin to discuss the situation around 
Ukraine.
"I have no plans to call Putin right now," Biden told reporters.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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US Receives Russia's Response to Security Proposals - State Dept.
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(Changes attribution in headline, lede)
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States has received Russia's response to 
security proposals in Eastern Europe, a senior State Department official told Sputnik on 
Thursday.
"We can confirm that we have received a response from the Russian Federation. It was 
delivered to Ambassador Sullivan in Moscow today," the official said in a statement.
Earlier in the day, US Ambassador in Moscow John Sullivan visited the Russian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.
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US Intelligence Community Still Looking Into Recent Cyberattack on Ukraine - Austin

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US intelligence community is continuing to gather 
details about a recent cyberattack on a number of Ukrainian state and bank websites, Secretary 
of Defense Lloyd Austin said on Thursday.
"In terms of confirming whether or not this was Russia that was behind this [cyberattack]. We, 
the intelligence community, continue to assess what happened there," Austin told a press 
briefing during his trip to Europe.
On Tuesday, the websites of Ukraine's defense ministry, armed forces and two major banks 
were hit by a cyberattack. The White House has said it could not say at this moment who is 
responsible for the attack.
Russia has repeatedly dismissed allegations of involvement in state-run cyber campaigns.
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US Receives Russia's Response to Security Proposals - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US Department of State has received Russia's 
response to security proposals in Eastern Europe, CBS reported on Thursday.
"We can confirm that we have received a response from the Russian Federation. It was 
delivered to Ambassador Sullivan in Moscow today," a senior State Department official said, as 
quoted by CBS.
Earlier in the day, US Ambassador in Moscow John Sullivan visited the Russian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. The response reportedly was handed to the ambassador.
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Blinken Will Speak at UNSC Thursday About 'Serious Situation' in Ukraine - Envoy to UN 
(Adds details in paras 3-4. background in para 5)
UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will speak at 
a UN Security Council meeting on the Minsk Agreements on Thursday to address the "serious 
situation" in Ukraine, Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield said. 
"Overnight, after a series of conversations with the White House, the National Security Council, 
and the State Department, I asked Secretary Blinken to come speak directly to the UN Security 
Council on his way to Munich about the serious situation in Ukraine," Thomas-Greenfield said 
via Twitter.
The US goal is to "convey the gravity of the situation" as Russia is "moving toward an imminent 
invasion," she claimed.
The Department of State said Blinken will deliver his remarks at 10:00 a.m. EDT (15:00 GMT). 
Moscow has repeatedly denied planning to attack any country, including Ukraine, saying that 
any claims to the contrary are intended to justify NATO and the US deploying more troops and 
weapons close to Russian borders.
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Blinken Will Speak at UNSC Thursday About 'Serious Situation' in Ukraine - Envoy to UN

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will speak at 
a UN Security Council meeting on the Minsk Agreements on Thursday to address the "serious 
situation" in Ukraine, Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield said. 
"Overnight, after a series of conversations with the White House, the National Security Council, 
and the State Department, I asked Secretary Blinken to come speak directly to the UN Security 
Council on his way to Munich about the serious situation in Ukraine," Thomas-Greenfield said 
via Twitter.
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Reports of Shelling in Donbas ‘Troubling’ - Austin

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is aware of reports of shelling in 
Ukraine’s Donbas region and considers them "troubling," Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said 
on Thursday.
"We have seen the reports of the shelling and feeling they are certainly troubling," Austin said 
during a press briefing. We are still gathering the details. But, you know, we've said for some 
time that the Russians might do something like this in order to justify a military conflict. So, we 
will be watching this very closely," Austin told a press briefing.
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US Believes 'Still Time and Space for Diplomacy' to Resolve Ukraine Crisis - Austin

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States believes there is still time and space 
for diplomacy to resolve the Ukraine crisis, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said on Thursday. 
"Of course, one thing that Mr Putin says he wants to do is to engage in more dialogue, and as 
we have said all along, we would welcome that. We believe there is still time and space for 
diplomacy to work, and we are in lockstep with our allies and partners towards that end," Austin 
told a press conference during his trip to Europe. "A peaceful outcome that respects Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity represents the best outcome. For Ukraine to be sure but also 
for Russia and the Russian people. If Mr. Putin is serious about achieving that sort of outcome, 
he will find in the United States and in this alliance no better or more serious interlocutor."
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US Relocating Troops From Germany to Bulgaria for Joint Training - Austin

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is relocating some troops from 
Germany to Bulgaria for joint training and better interoperability, Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin said on Thursday.
"I'd also like to add my appreciation to Bulgaria, who just today agreed to host the US Army 
Stryker company for joint training opportunities. These troops will be departing Germany in the 
coming days and they will help ensure our readiness and our interoperability with Bulgaria as 
our NATO ally," Austin told a press briefing during his trip to Europe.
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Austin Says Russia Adding More Troops to 150,000 Already Present Along Ukraine Border

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said in a press 
conference on Thursday that Russia is adding more forces to the 150,000 troops already 
stationed along the border with Ukraine.
"The Russians say that they're withdrawing some of those forces now that exercises are 
complete, but we don't see that,” Austin said in Brussels. “Quite the contrary, we see them 
adding to the more than 150,000 troops that they already have along on that border, even in the 
last couple of days.”
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Pentagon Chief Says US Ready to Defend ‘Every Inch' of NATO Territory

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is ready to defend "every inch" of 
NATO territory if necessary, Secretary of Defense Lioyd Austin said on Thursday.
"\Ne will if we must defend every inch of NATO territory," Austin told a briefing during his trip to 
Europe.
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RPT - US Doctors Treat 15 Kids in Ukraine, Plan 3 More Trips This Year - Team Leader

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Pediatric cardiologists from the US-based Cardiac 
Alliance have treated 15 children in Ukraine’s city of Lviv and plan to conduct three additional 
trips regardless of the situation in the country, team leader Bill Novicktold Sputnik.
"We took care of 15 children. We did several moderate and six complicated cases. All the 
children did well," Novick, a world-known pediatric cardiac surgeon, said about the outcome of 
the visit in late January - early February.
Cooperation with colleagues in Lviv is a new project for the alliance. The team was there for the 
first time last November.
"We will try to go three more times this year. Next trip will probably be in May, and then in 
September and December," Novick said.
The doctors could actually operate more children this time, but COVID-19 forced them to cancel 
three operations, he added.
Novick reassured that he and his colleagues will continue working in Ukraine even if the 
situation in the country deteriorates.
"My answer is yes. As long as the team feels comfortable going, we will go," he said.
The Cardiac Alliance specialists are visiting Ukraine and Russia throughout the years and 
maintaining pediatric cardiac projects in different cities in both countries. Novick also was 
expressing readiness to work in Donbas in case of a request from there.
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RPT - US Markets Not Affected by Ukraine Crisis, Inflation Unrelated to Tensions - Investor

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Tensions around Ukraine are having a mild, if 
negligible, effect on markets in the United States given the distance of Eastern Europe from the 
US economy, with market dynamics, such as oil prices and inflation, likely developing
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independently of the situation there, Navigator Principal Investors Director Kyle Shostaktold 
Sputnik.
"Oil prices has briefly touched an almost $100 mark. Investors seem to retreat to the safe haven 
of the US dollar, treasuries being the preferred choice. All of that seem to add pressure to the 
inflationary forces and supply chain problems,” Shostak said. “However, I think the market is 
overall under-reacting to the crisis and already began to show signs of tiredness with the whole 
situation.”
The investor stressed that Ukraine is too far and remote from the US economy to justify so 
much nervous reaction to it.
Shostak believes that the topic of Ukraine is a distraction that has gone out of proportion. He 
explained that the US economy, after all, is barely connected to Ukraine via regular market 
forces such as mutual trade and investment.
“The lack of connection and perceived treat of an 'imminent' invasion should not be deserving so 
much substantive discussion, time and effort that so many analysts and commentators have 
been dedicating to,” he said. “The Americans have much more important and real economic 
threats at home that they have to tackle, all of which have nothing to do with Ukraine or Russia, 
altogether.”
On Tuesday, a new analysis by RSM shared with CNN, indicates that If the Ukraine crisis 
caused the oil price to reach about $110 a barrel, inflation in the United States would exceed 
10% on a year-over-year basis.
"I disagree. The oil can go so much higher than $100 only in the case real military action will 
unfold and continue,” Shostak said. “Otherwise the Russian-Ukrainian crisis in the current state 
cannot be blamed for such a spike. More so, the US inflation in the excess of 10% per annum 
will never be caused by this crisis. I don't see a connection here.”
Shostak pointed out, however, that in some markets, particularly, grain, the impact is much more 
direct.
"The wheat prices have gone up considerable in the last few days as both countries are the 
world's leading wheat exporters and so any military conflict between them will effectively 
paralyze the shipments of wheat from the Black Sea ports,” the investor explained.
The liquid natural gas (LNG) market, Shostak said, is another example where the exports would 
be very strongly affected in the event of military hostilities.
"Europe will most likely stop the Nord Stream pipeline project and so the LNG prices will soar. In 
a sense, Russia being the leading supplier of gas to Europe, will have an economic weapon of 
its own," he said.
In the past few months, the West and Ukraine have accused Russia of a troop build-up near the 
Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for an invasion. Moscow has denied the accusations, 
repeatedly stating that it is not threatening other countries and at the same time expressing 
strong concerns over NATO's military activity near the Russian borders, which it deems a threat 
to its national security. Moscow has also reiterated that Russia has the right to move troops 
within its national territory.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2022 10:52:58 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2022 10:52:58 PM

RPT - Venezuela Backs Extradited Envoy Saab’s Cooperation With US - Lawyer

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The lawyer for Venezuelan diplomat Alex Saab said his 
client’s cooperation with US authorities after being extradited was undertaken with the full 
support of President Nicolas Maduro’s government, and accused \Afashington of trying to harm 
Caracas’ interests by releasing details of the talks.
Court documents released earlier in the day revealed that Saab, a special envoy for Maduro, 
had provided confidential information to the US government about charges of financial crimes 
related to alleged violations of Iran sanctions. The documents also indicated that Saab had 
been cooperating with the US Justice Department prior to his arrest in Cape Verde in 2020. 
Saab was detained en route to Iran on a humanitarian mission for Caracas.
"Mr. Saab states in the strongest possible terms that any alleged engagement which took place 
with the [US] Department of Justice and various law enforcement officials, was undertaken with 
the full knowledge and support of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela," defense attorney David 
Rivkin told Sputnik on Wednesday.
"Saab would like to stress that the release of the document, at the request of the Department of 
Justice, is no more than an attempt to harm the interests of the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela, to try to weaken the strength of the relationship between Alex Saab and Venezuela 
and further evidences the weakness of the criminal charges made against him. Alex Saab 
remains a loyal citizen and diplomat of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and will never do 
anything to harm the interests of the country and people that have given him so much."
The document unsealed by the US District Court for the Southern District of Florida alleged that 
Saab cooperated with agents from the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) as a 
confidential source about criminal activity. The US alleged that Saab forfeited money to the 
United States and DEA as part of an agreement to "self-surrender."
Saab allegedly shared information with DEA that he paid bribes and engaged in other crimes, 
the document said. In light of that fact, the US government expressed concerns over Saab’s 
safety if he returned to Venezuela, the document added.
However, US District Judge Robert Scola said Saab refused to accept an offer from the US 
government to assist his family leave Venezuela.
"The defendant could not proffer any particularized threats against the defendant's family, which 
may outweigh the public’s right to access these records," Scola said.
Saab was extradited to the United States from Cape Verde in October 2021. He pleaded not 
guilty to charges of engaging in financial crimes related to violations of US sanctions against 
Iran. The US government dropped the most serious charges of money laundering against Saab. 
Saab had been detained in Cape Verde in June 2020 on a US extradition warrant. Saab was en 
route to Iran on a humanitarian mission for the Venezuelan government when he was arrested 
during a fuel stop.
The Venezuelan government has said Saab was kidnapped by the US government and vowed 
to seek help from international organizations to release the diplomat.
As the Cape Verde court was set to rule to extradite Saab last summer, Deputy Director of the 
Russian Foreign Ministry Information and Press Department, N.T. Lakhonin, condemned the 
diplomat's detention which he said could set a harmful precedent. He warned that the desire of
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US authorities to extradite a third-country diplomat may have a "boomerang effect" and a 
negative impact on international relations.
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Harris in Munich Plans to Ensure US Fully Aligned With Allies on Ukraine - Official 
(Adds details in paras 4-8, background/context throughout)
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Kama la Harris during her trip to the 
Munich Security Conference later this week will ensure the United States is aligned with its allies 
and partners in Europe on the Ukraine situation, a senior US administration official told 
reporters.
Harris will be in Munich from Friday through Sunday, joined by US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and US Ambassador to NATO Julianne Smith.
"The key objective for her [Harris'] trip now is to focus on this fast-changing, evolving situation, 
this tremendous challenge we are facing now, to make sure that we are fully aligned with our 
allies and partners, and to make sure that we have sent a very clear message to Russia... which 
is that there are two paths; our preference is diplomacy and deterrence but if Russia chooses 
aggression, we are ready, the US is ready, our allies are ready," the official said on Wednesday. 
At the conference, Harris will discuss the economic measures prepared to impose on Russia 
should the Ukraine situation escalate, US-NATO force posture, support for Ukraine, and 
diplomatic efforts to de-escalate tensions, the official said.
On Friday, the official said, Harris will hold bilateral meetings with European leadership including 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and a joint meeting with the leaders of Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia to discuss the Ukraine situation.
Harris will also have a meeting with Democrat and Republican US lawmakers who will also 
attend the Munich Security Conference.
On Saturday, Harris will have bilateral meetings with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, the official said. Harris' meeting with Zelenskyy will include 
talks about the United States providing economic and security assistance to Ukraine, the official
said.
The US official said Harris is not going to the conference with any deliverables.
During the same call, the official claimed Russia has boosted its military presence near Ukraine 
by 7,000 troops.
Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said on Tuesday that Moscow was 
withdrawing some of its forces from the border with Ukraine. On the same day, Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu told Russian President Vladimir Putin that some drills with Belarus had 
ended while others were going on as planned. The joint Russia-Belarus drills are expected to 
finish up on Sunday.
\Afestern media reported the alleged Russian offensive against Ukraine might start on
Wednesday.
Russia has repeatedly said it does not plan to attack any country, including Ukraine, but 
reserves the right to move its forces within its sovereign territory as it sees fit. However, Moscow
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has warned that NATO’s activities near its borders and the alliance's plans to expand further 
eastward pose a direct threat to Russia's national security.
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US Official Claims Russia Increased Troop Presence on Ukraine Border by Up to 7,000

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Asenior US administration official accused Russia of 
allegedly deploying an additional 7,000 troops near its border with Ukraine over the last several 
days.
"Yesterday, the Russian government said it was withdrawing troops from the border with 
Ukraine, they received a lot of attention for that claim, both here [US] and around the world, but 
we now know it was false, in fact we have now confirmed in the last several days, Russia has 
increased its troop presence along the Ukrainian border by as many as 7,000 troops," the 
official said during a conference call on Wednesday.
The official also said that the US and its allies would be ready if there is an invasion.
Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said on Tuesday that Moscow was 
withdrawing some of its forces from the border with Ukraine. On the same day, Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu told Russian President Vladimir Putin that some drills with Belarus had 
ended while others were going on as planned. The joint Russia-Belarus drills are expected to 
finish up on Sunday.
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Harris in Munich Plans to Ensure US Fully Aligned With Allies on Ukraine - US Official

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Kama la Harris during her trip to the 
Munich Conference later this week will ensure the United States is aligned with its allies and 
partners in Europe on the Ukraine situation, a senior US administration official told reporters. 
"The key objective for her [Harris'] trip now is to focus on this fast-changing, evolving situation, 
this tremendous challenge we are facing now, to make sure that we are fully aligned with our 
allies and partners, and to make sure that we have sent a very clear message to Russia... which 
is that there are two paths: our preference is diplomacy and deterrence but if Russia chooses 
aggression, we are ready, the US is ready, our allies are ready," the official said on Wednesday.
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Harris to Meet With Zelenskyy, Stoltenberg, Scholz During Munich Trip - Senior Official
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WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 16 (Sputnik) - US Vice President Kamala Harris will hold bilateral 
meetings with European leadership including NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz during her trip to 
the Munich Security Conference on Friday and Saturday, a senior administration official told 
reporters.
"On Friday, [Harris] will meet with NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg," the senior official said 
on Wednesday. "She’ll meet with President Zelenskyy of Ukraine, and that will be a real 
opportunity to underscore our commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity... We 
anticipate she'll have the opportunity to engage with Chancellor Scholz of Germany."
Harris will also have an opportunity to meet jointly with leadership from the Baltic States of 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, the senior official added.
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US Senate Confirms Two Senior Pentagon Officials

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US Senate confirmed Celeste Ann Wallander, an 
expert on American policy toward Russia, as an Assistant Defense Secretary of international 
security affairs and David Honey as a Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for research and 
engineering.
The Senate confirmed Wallander as Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security 
Affairs in a vote of 83 in favor to 13 against. Wallander has previously worked as a special 
assistant to the National Security Council Russia and Eurasia chief and adviser to Barack 
Obama in the 2008 Democratic presidential primary.
She also served as President and CEO of the US-Russia Foundation (USRF) and Director for 
Russia and Eurasia at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. In 2015, the Russian 
Prosecutor General's Office added the USRF to its blacklist of undesirable organizations.
Honey was confirmed by the Senate as Deputy Under Secretary for Research and Engineering 
in a vote of 94 to 1. Honey served as an Air Force officer, worked for the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA), and held roles at the Pentagon and Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence.
The confirmation of the nominees to their defense positions comes amid increased security 
talks between the United States, NATO and other Western allies and partners due to the 
perceived threat of a Russian invasion of Ukraine - an accusation denied by Russia, which has 
expressed its own concerns about Western activity in Eastern Europe.
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Narcotics Production in Colombia Declines But Cultivation Grows - US State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States sees a mixed picture in the efforts to 
fight narcotics in Colombia given that production has decreased but cultivation of plants has 
increased, US Assistant Secretary of State Todd Robinson said during a congressional hearing. 
"Frankly, the data is mixed. We know that production is going down, but the cultivation is 
increasing," Robinson told the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee during a hearing on 
US-Colombia relations on Wednesday.
Robinson noted that Washington and Bogota are cooperating closely in their efforts to fight 
narcotics production and trafficking, but acknowledged the necessity of improving current 
efforts.
"We need to continue to do manual eradication," he said.
Robinson said United States and Colombia also have to go after the sources of financing for the 
narcotics production and trade.
"We are working on that," Robinson added.
Last October, the White House released details on the new US-Colombia counternarcotics 
strategy developed by a bilateral working group. This strategy included efforts on eradication, 
laboratory destruction, interdiction, drug demand reduction and money laundering efforts as well 
as bringing narcotics traffickers to justice.
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US Redeploys Two F-35A Fighter Squadrons From Utah to Germany - Air Force

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US armed forces have redeployed two fighter 
wings of F-35A combat aircraft from Hill Air Force Base (AFB) in the state of Utah to a new 
location in Germany, the Air Force announced in a press release.
"Pilots, maintainers and support personnel from the active duty 388th and Reserve 419th 
Fighter Wing here deployed the F-35A Lightning II to Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany," the 
press release said on Wednesday.
The jets arrived at Spangdahlem on Wednesday on a mission to bolster readiness, enhance 
NATO's collective defense posture and further increase air integration capabilities with Allied 
and Partner nations, the Air Force said. The deployment was made with the full cooperation of 
the German government, the release added.
Also, eight F-15Es from the 336th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Wing at Seymour Johnson AFB 
in North Carolina deployed to Lask in Poland, and six KC-135 Stratotankers from the 100th 
Aerial Refueling Wing, at Mildenhall in the United Kingdom deployed to Ramstein Air Base in 
Germany, the release said.
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Former Defense Company Executive Pleads Guilty to $1.8Mln Tax Evasion - US Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - A former senior executive in a US defense contracting 
company has pleaded guilty to not declaring $1.8 million in compensation he received to the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS), the Justice Department said.
"An Ashland, Oregon, employee of a defense contractor pleaded guilty today in the US District 
Court for the District of Columbia to tax evasion,” the Justice Department said in a press release 
on Wednesday.
According to court documents, Charles Squires was director of operations for a Defense 
Department contracting company, eventually serving as its chief executive officer for part of the 
year in 2015.
From 2010 through 2019, he did not report on all of the compensation he earned from the 
defense contracting firm, the release said.
“In total, Squires did not report to the IRS more than $1.8 million in compensation he earned 
during this period, causing a tax loss to the government of approximately $666,080,” the release 
added.
Squires is scheduled to be sentenced at a later date and faces a maximum penalty of five years 
in prison, according to the release.
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Canadian Truckers Leave Last Blocked US Border Crossing, Police to Remain on Site - RCMP

TORONTO, February 16 (Sputnik) - Access to the last border crossing between the United 
States and Canada blocked by anti-vaccine mandate protesters has been restored but officers 
will stay in the area to ensure that it remains open, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
Manitoba said.
"Highway 75 is clear and full access to the Emerson Port of Entry has been restored," RCMP 
Manitoba said via Twitter on Wednesday. “Our officers will remain in the area to ensure that the 
highway and the border to the United States remain open and accessible to all travelers.” 
However, demonstrations in Ottawa continue, with calls for them to persist until the government 
lifts the vaccine mandates and other COVID-19-related restrictions. Ottawa law enforcement 
authorities have warned truckers that they must either leave the area or face arrest.
"Anyone blocking streets, or assisting others in the blocking [of] streets, are committing a 
criminal offense and you may be arrested. You must immediately cease further unlawful activity 
or you will face charges," Ottawa police said via Twitter. “The Federal Emergencies Act allows 
for the regulation or prohibition of travel to, from or within any specified area. This means that 
anyone coming to Ottawa for the purpose of joining the ongoing demonstration is breaking the 
law.”
The wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with tens of thousands of truckers, 
farmers and others converging on Ottawa to demand the government scrap the vaccine 
mandates . Various other voter groups later joined the protest turning into a demonstration
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against the government of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. The protest expansions led to 
establishing blockades of several land border crossings between the United States and Canada.
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Blinken, Lavrov May Hold Talks Again After US Receives Response From Russia - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov may hold another round of talks after \Afoshington receives a 
response from Moscow regarding its answer to Russia's security proposals in Europe, State 
Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
“Once we receive that [response from Russia], I think that would be a natural opportunity for the 
two of them [Blinken and Lavrov] to connect once again,” Price told MSNBC on Wednesday. 
Price added that no calls or face-to-face meetings between the two diplomats have so far been 
scheduled.
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UPDATE 2 - Venezuela Backs Extradited Envoy Saab’s Cooperation With US - Lawyer 
(Updates Russia’s position in para 11, headline, lede)
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The lawyer for Venezuelan diplomat Alex Saab said his 
client’s cooperation with US authorities after being extradited was undertaken with the full 
support of President Nicolas Maduro’s government, and accused \Afashington of trying to harm 
Caracas’ interests by releasing details of the talks.
Court documents released earlier in the day revealed that Saab, a special envoy for Maduro, 
had provided confidential information to the US government about charges of financial crimes 
related to alleged violations of Iran sanctions. The documents also indicated that Saab had 
been cooperating with the US Justice Department prior to his arrest in Cape Verde in 2020.
Saab was detained en route to Iran on a humanitarian mission for Caracas.
"Mr. Saab states in the strongest possible terms that any alleged engagement which took place 
with the [US] Department of Justice and various law enforcement officials, was undertaken with 
the full knowledge and support of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela," defense attorney David 
Rivkin told Sputnik on Wednesday. "Saab would like to stress that the release of the document, 
at the request of the Department of Justice, is no more than an attempt to harm the interests of 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, to try to weaken the strength of the relationship between 
Alex Saab and Venezuela and further evidences the weakness of the criminal charges made 
against him. Alex Saab remains a loyal citizen and diplomat of the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela and will never do anything to harm the interests of the country and people that have 
given him so much."
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The document unsealed by the US District Court for the Southern District of Florida alleged that 
Saab cooperated with agents from the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) as a 
confidential source about criminal activity. The US alleged that Saab forfeited money to the 
United States and DEA as part of an agreement to "self-surrender."
Saab allegedly shared information with DEA that he paid bribes and engaged in other crimes, 
the document said. In light of that fact, the US government expressed concerns over Saab’s 
safety if he returned to Venezuela, the document added.
However, US District Judge Robert Scola said Saab refused to accept an offer from the US 
government to assist his family leave Venezuela.
"The defendant could not proffer any particularized threats against the defendant's family, which 
may outweigh the public's right to access these records," Scola said.
Saab was extradited to the United States from Cape Verde in October 2021. He pleaded not 
guilty to charges of engaging in financial crimes related to violations of US sanctions against 
Iran. The US government dropped the most serious charges of money laundering against Saab. 
Saab had been detained in Cape Verde in June 2020 on a US extradition warrant. Saab was en 
route to Iran on a humanitarian mission for the Venezuelan government when he was arrested 
during a fuel stop.
The Venezuelan government has said Saab was kidnapped by the US government and vowed 
to seek help from international organizations to release the diplomat.
As the Cape Verde court was set to rule to extradite Saab last summer, Deputy Director of the 
Russian Foreign Ministry Information and Press Department, N.T. Lakhonin, condemned the 
diplomat's detention which he said could set a harmful precedent. He warned that the desire of 
US authorities to extradite a third-country diplomat may have a "boomerang effect" and a 
negative impact on international relations.
This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) -

DUMAAPPEALS TO RECIGNIZE DNR, LNR
* The Minsk agreements have no alternative, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said on Wednesday in comments on the State Duma's appeal to recognize the 
self-proclaimed people’s republics of Donetsk and Luhansk (DPR and LPR).
* Moscow admits that the possible recognition of self-proclaimed Donbas republics by Russia 
does not correlate with the Minsk agreements, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.
* Kiev appealed to the UN Security Council with a proposal to discuss the decision of the 
Russian parliament’s lower house on the self-proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk people's 
republics, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said.
* Russia's recognition of Ukraine's breakaway republics would mean Moscow's rejection of its 
commitments under the Minsk accords and a prompt "swift and firm" response from the United 
States sand its allies, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said.
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UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* The United States is concerned about Russia's allegations of a genocide happening in Donbas 
and deems them unfounded, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday
* The Russian Investigative Committee said on Wednesday it had opened a criminal case after 
the discovery of mass graves of civilians in Donbas.
* European Council President Charles Michel proposed to hold a donors conference to support 
the Ukrainian economy and reforms in the country.

RUSSIA'S SECURITY GUARANTEES PROPOSALS
* Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, during a phone conversation with his Turkish 
counterpart, Mevlut Cavusoglu, called on Turkey to contribute to the development of a 
constructive and responsible response to Russian proposals on security guarantees, the 
Russian Foreign ministry said.
* The schedule for further steps in the dialogue with the US and NATO on security guarantees 
will be developed after Russia sends to Washington and Brussels its response to the written 
proposals received earlier from them, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova 
said.
* Russia and the Wsst will have to work on finding common grounds on security issues in the 
course of the negotiations, and the process will be difficult and require flexibility and political will, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

BRAZIL-RUSSIA TALKS
* Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro will talk to businesspeople of the two countries during his 
trip to Moscow, Russian President Vladimir Putin said in a statement following the 
Russian-Brazilian talks on Wednesday.
* Putin and Bolsonaro, discussed strengthening cooperation in the military field during a meeting 
on Wednesday, according to the joint statement.
* Brazil is interested in building "small nuclear reactors," Bolsonaro said.

SYRIA NEGOTIATIONS
* Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov will meet with UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir 
Pedersen on February 23, the Russian Foreign Ministry’s spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, said 
on Wednesday.
* Lavrov will discuss Russian assistance to Damascus with his Syrian counterpart, Faisal 
Mekdad, Zakharova said.

RUSSIAN POLICY ON CRYPTOCURRENCY
* The Russian Finance Ministry is proposing to set limits on cryptocurrency investments for 
non-accredited investors, Finance Minister Anton Siluanov said on Wednesday, adding that the 
limit could be around 50,000 to 100,000 rubles ($660-1330).
* The Russian Finance Ministry stands against a ban on cryptocurrency in the country and it 
wants to legalize it and impose taxes on such activities, Siluanov said.
* The Russian Finance Ministry supports the Bank of Russia’s idea that payments in the 
cryptocurrency inside the country should be banned, Siluanov said.
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Texas Attorney General Sues Biden Admin, to End Airline Mask Mandate - Filing

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton and US 
Congresswoman Elizabeth Van Duyne filed a lawsuit against the Biden administration seeking 
to end the coronavirus-related mask mandate on passenger airlines and travel hubs, court 
documents revealed on Wednesday.
"Plaintiffs Elizabeth 'Beth' Van Duyne and the State of Texas seek relief from this Court against 
Defendants United States of America, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Rochelle P. 
Walensky (in her official capacity as Director of the CDC), Sherri A. Berger (in her official 
capacity as Chief of Staff of the CDC), United States Department of Health and Human 
Services, and Xavier Becerra (in his official capacity as Secretary of HHS)," the complaint said. 
The complaint challenges the constitutionality and authority of the Biden administration's mask 
mandate requiring people to wear masks while on commercial airlines, conveyances, and at 
transportation hubs.
The complaint argues that the mandate was issued unlawfully, with no authorization from 
Congress or a public commenting period.
The Texas Attorney General and the Congresswoman are asking a US court to declare the 
mandate illegal and to issue an order blocking the measure, which has been in place since 
February 3, 2021, according to the complaint.
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US Remains Vigilant About Russia's Behavior in Western Hemisphere - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States remains vigilant about Russian 
behavior in the Western Hemisphere, Assistant Secretary of State Brian Nichols said on 
Wednesday.
“We remain vigilant about the Russian activities both along the border with Columbia and more 
broadly in our region,” Nichols said during a congressional hearing on the US-Colombia 
relations.
He accused Moscow of supporting dictators in such countries as Venezuela and Cuba, as well 
as attempts to destabilize the situation in the region by injecting conflicts and tensions from 
other parts of the world.
Nichols said he discussed those issues with Colombian counterparts during his trip to the 
country last week.
Earlier in February, Nichols said that the United States will work with its partners in Latin 
America to prevent Russia from injecting the conflict over Ukraine into Latin America. When
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asked to list countries in Latin America that might be receptive to hosting Russian elements, he 
named Nicaragua, Venezuela and Cuba.
On Wednesday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Moscow would like to see Latin 
America and the Caribbean playing an independent role in the world arena.
Last week, the Russian Embassy in Washington said the United States denies countries of the 
Western Hemisphere a free choice of foreign policy and partners.
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State Department Sees 'No Basis of Truth' in Russia's Allegations of Genocide in Donbas 
(Adds details in para 2, White House comments in paras 4-5, background in para 6) 
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned about Russia's 
allegations of a genocide happening in Donbas and deems them unfounded, State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday.
On Tuesday, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that a genocide is happening in Donbas.
The Russian Investigative Committee, in turn, opened a criminal case after the discovery of 
mass graves of civilians in Donbas. These people — the remains of at least 295 of whom were 
exhumed — died as a result of indiscriminate shelling by the Ukrainian armed forces in 2014, 
according to investigators.
"We are particularly concerned about President Putin and other Russian officials, their ongoing 
mentions of 'genocide' in the Donbas," Price said. "There is no basis of truth to any of these 
allegations. This however has not stopped the Russians from advancing these false claims to 
include reports of unmarked mass graves of civilians allegedly killed by Ukrainian armed 
forces."
When asked about the Russian probe into the unmarked mass graves, White House 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki told a separate briefing that the US is "in the window where we believe 
a [Russian] attack [on Ukraine] could come at any time and that would be preceded by a 
fabricated pretext that the Russians use as an excuse to launch an invasion."
"Everybody should keep their eyes open and aware of that potential - fake videos, false 
accusations about chemical weapons or accounts of attacks on Russian soldiers that have not 
actually occurred." she argued.
Moscow has repeatedly denied planning to attack any country, including Ukraine, saying that 
any claims to the contrary are intended to justify NATO and the US deploying more troops and 
weapons close to Russian borders.
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Federal Reserve Likely to Hike US Rates Faster Than in 2015 - January Meeting Minutes
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WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The Federal Reserve will likely hike interest rates faster 
in 2022 than during its last policy shift six years ago, minutes from the US central bank's latest 
monthly meeting revealed on Wednesday.
"Most participants believed that a faster rate of increase in the federal funds rate target range 
than in the post-2015 period would be justified,” the US central bank said of the discussions 
during its Federal Open Market Committee in January.
In December 2015, the Federal Reserve raised its benchmark lending rate by 25 basis points, 
or a quarter percentage point, to 0.5% after an extensive period of accomodative monetary 
policy. But there was no increase for another full year, until a second quarter-point increase in 
December of 2016.
Now, with the Federal Reserve at the cusp of another policy shift amid surging inflation from the 
trillions of dollars spent on COVID-19 stimulus and relief, speculation has centered on the 
intensity and frequency of US interest rate hikes that could come.
Wall Street bank Goldman Sachs said last week that it expects the Federal Reserve to institute 
seven quarter-percentage point rate hikes this year. The US central bank has seven policy 
meetings scheduled between March and December, meaning it could raise rates every time it 
meets this year.
Some Federal Reserve officials like James Bullard have also called for steep rate hikes to fight 
inflation growing at 7.5% per year versus the central bank’s target of 2%. Bullard said he wants 
the current zero to 0.25% rate to be raised to 1 % by July 1 - raising rates by more than a quarter 
percentage point at least one time over its next three meetings.
But most other Federal Reserve officials, including Chairman Jerome Powell and Neel Kashkari, 
have called for moderation.
Powell said last month he preferred that the central bank be “nimble” with the rates in order to 
preserve both economic and labor market growth. Kashkari on Wednesday warned against 
raising rates too fast or too far, cautioning the colleagues not to overdo the hikes.
A reading of money markets traders' expectations for the odds of a 50 basis point rate hike 
stood at just over 40% on Wednesday, versus almost 60% a day earlier.
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State Dept. Says US Intel \Nas Not Wrong on Russian Invasion Date

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said that 
US intelligence predicting that Russian would invade Ukraine on Wednesday was not wrong.
On Tuesday, the British newspapers The Sun and Daily Mirror reported that Russia will allegedly 
launch an invasion of Ukraine at 01:00 GMT on Wednesday. The Sun, citing US intelligence 
data, reported that this was the "most likely" time when Moscow was going to launch an attack, 
involving 200,000 troops, tanks, aircraft, missiles, and ships.
"No, it doesn't," Price said when asked if the specific intelligence about an invasion was wrong 
given no such incursion materialized yet. "First of all, I don’t think you’ve heard us from any
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podium point to a specific day of an invasion... [and] if something doesn't come to pass, it 
doesn’t necessarily mean that what we’ve been warning of is wrong."
Price said the US has made the point that the Russians have capabilities in place that would 
allow them to attack at any time.
"And the best scenario [is] the Russians will have changed their calculus. I can’t say what has 
happened in this case, what I can say is that the Russians in over several weeks and recent 
days have put in place the assets, the troops, the material that they would need to undertake an 
attack against Ukraine at any moment," he said.
In the past few months, the West and Ukraine have accused Russia of massing troops near the 
Ukrainian border in alleged preparation for invasion. Russia replied that it has no intention of 
invading Ukraine while stressing that it has the right to move its forces within its own territory 
while pointing to NATO's increased activity along its borders as a threat to national security.
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Direct Talks With Tehran in Vienna Context in US Interest - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Direct negotiations with Iran on the mutual return to the 
compliance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) would be in the US interest, 
but no meeting is expected between US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his Iranian 
counterpart Hossein Amirabdollahian during the upcoming Munich Security Conference, US 
Department of State Spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday.
The three-day Munich Security Conference will start on Friday, and both Blinken and 
Amirabdollahian will be attending the gathering.
"I would not expect, at least in Munich, a meeting between the Secretary [Blinken] and the 
Foreign Minister [Amirabdollahian], but what I will say and what we have long said is that we 
believe that direct talks between the United States and Iran would be in our interest in the 
context of Vienna," Price said in a press briefing.
Price also said direct negotiations in the context of Vienna could benefit US attempts to seek to 
achieve a mutual return to compliance with the JCPOA.
The JCPOA was signed in 2015 by China, France, Germany, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, Russia, the European Union, and Iran, imposing restrictions on the advancement of the 
Iran nuclear program in exchange for the lifting of the US sanctions. In 2018, then US President 
Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew from the JCPOA and reimposed sanctions on Iran. The 
Iranian government responded with a gradual retreat from JCPOAobligations.
The eighth round of the Vienna talks on the revival of the JCPOA continued on February 8 after 
a short break. During the seventh round of talks, completed on December 17, the sides agreed 
on two draft agreements that reflected Iran's interests.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2022 10:52:58 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2022 10:52:58 PM

Canadian Police Warn Trucker Protesters to Evacuate or Get Arrested

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Canadian truckers protesting what they claim are 
excessive regulations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic must evacuate central parts of 
the national capital Ottawa, the city’s police announced on \Afednesday.
"You must leave the area now," the police force said in a Twitter message. "Anyone blocking 
streets, or assisting others in the blocking [of] streets, are committing a criminal offense and you 
may be arrested. You must immediately cease further unlawful activity or you will face charges." 
Police said the people of Ottawa are being denied the lawful use, enjoyment and operation of 
their property and the truckers are causing businesses to close.
"That is mischief under the Criminal Code. ...The Federal Emergencies Act allows for the 
regulation or prohibition of travel to, from or within any specified area. This means that anyone 
coming to Ottawa for the purpose of joining the ongoing demonstration is breaking the law," the 
Ottawa police said.
The wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and 
other demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates 
for truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an 
anti-government demonstration, leading to blockades of several land border crossings between 
the United States and Canada.
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Kentucky Woman Charged With Pepper Spraying Officer During US Capitol Riot - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US arrested a Kentucky woman for allegedly 
assaulting law enforcement officers with pepper spray during January 6 riot on Capitol Hill, the 
Justice Department said on Wednesday.
"Shelly Stallings, 42... is charged with federal offenses that include assaulting, resisting, or 
impeding certain officers using a dangerous weapon, civil disorder, and entering and remaining 
in a restricted building or grounds with a deadly or dangerous weapon, among other charges," 
the press release said. "Stallings was arrested in Owensboro, Kentucky, and will make her initial 
court appearance today in the Western District of Kentucky."
Stallings and Markus Maly, 47, of Fincastle, Virginia, were named as defendants in a 
superseding indictment returned in the District of Columbia in an earlier case that included 
Stallings’ husband Peter J. Schwartz, 48, and Jeffrey Brown, 55, of Santa Ana, California. Maly, 
Schwartz, and Brown have pleaded not guilty to charges.
The quartet is accused of pepper spraying a line of police officers who were trying to secure the 
Lower \Afest Terrace of the Capitol Building.
In the 13 months since January 6, 2021 more than 750 people from almost all 50 states have 
been arrested for crimes related to the riot at the US Capitol which disrupted a joint session of 
the Congress where members were engaged in counting electoral votes related to the 2020 
presidential election.
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Blinken Ready to Meet With Lavrov in Appropriate Time - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken is ready to meet 
with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov over the situation in Ukraine in the appropriate 
time, Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday.
"The secretary is ready to meet with Foreign Minister Lavrov in the appropriate time," Price told 
a press briefing.
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US Concerns Over Potential Russian Attack on Ukraine Have Not Diminished - State Dept. 
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US concerns over a potential Russian incursion into 
Ukraine have not diminished, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday. 
"We are in a window where [Russian President Vladimir] Putin could order an invasion or an 
attack on Ukraine at a moment's notice," Price said. "Our concern has not diminished an iota. 
And in fact, our concern continues to grow, given that we have yet to see de-escalation."
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State Department Sees 'No Basis of Truth' in Russia's Allegations of Genocide in Donbas

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is concerned about Russia's 
allegations of a genocide happening in Donbas and deems them unfounded, State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said on Wednesday
"We are particularly concerned about President Putin and other Russian officials, their ongoing 
mentions 'genocide' in the Donbas," Price said. "There is no basis of truth to any of these 
allegations. This however has not stopped the Russians from advancing these false claims to 
include reports of unmarked mass graves of civilians allegedly killed by Ukrainian armed 
forces."
Russian President Vladimir Putin said on that a genocide is happening in Donbas.
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US Has 'Range of Options' for Response If Russia Recognizes Donbas Republics - White 
House

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States has a range of options available for 
a response should Russia recognize Ukraine's breakaway republics of Donetsk and Luhansk as 
independent, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Wednesday.
On Tuesday, Russia's State Duma voted for an appeal to President Vladimir Putin on the need 
to recognize the self-proclaimed people's republics of Donetsk and Luhansk (DPR and LPR). 
The Kremlin confirmed the receipt of the parliamentary appeal, while admitting that such 
recognition would not be in compliance with the Minsk agreements.
"There's a range of options we have at our disposal, I'm not going to outline those from here," 
Psaki said during a press briefing when asked what what a US response would look like. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said earlier in the day that Russia's recognition of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics as independent would require a swift and firm 
response from the United States and its allies.
The heads of the DPR and LPR, Denis Pushilin and Leonid Pasechnik, said they welcomed the 
decision of the State Duma. Putin said during a press conference with German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz in Moscow that he would proceed from doing everything to solve the problems of 
Donbas, but the potential of the Minsk agreements had not yet been exhausted.
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White House Confirms US Officials in Riyadh Over Range of Topics, Including Yemen, Energy

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki confirmed on 
Wednesday that US officials are in Riyadh to meet with Saudi officials to discuss a range of 
topics including energy and Yemen.
"I can confirm they are on a trip, there are a range of topics to discuss, including Yemen," Psaki 
said during a press briefing. "We engage with our partners around the world about ensuring 
supply meets demand as part of our objective from here as well."
US media reported earlier in the day that National Security Council Middle East coordinator 
Brett McGurk and State Department Energy Envoy Amos Hochstein visited Riyadh on 
Wednesday to pressure Saudi Arabia to increase oil production amid the ongoing Ukraine crisis 
and growing energy prices.
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Increasing Number of US Health Care Workers Say Worst of COVID-19 Pandemic Over - Poll
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WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The number of health care workers in the United States 
who say the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic has already passed has increased three-fold in 
the past year, a new Morning Consult/Axios poll revealed on Wednesday.
"America’s health care workers, overall, are more likely to say the worst of the pandemic is 
behind us than they are to think the worst is ahead of us or happening now,” a release about the 
poll said. “Forty-four percent of health care workers said they think the worst of the pandemic is 
behind us, up from 13% who said as much in January 2021
The results of the poll reveal a shift in what the US medical professionals think about the 
pandemic's trajectory and its long-term effects on the industry, the release said.
In addition, nearly one in two health care workers say they think their facility has the capacity to 
handle a potential increase in COVID-19 patients, the release added.
And about four in five of the 1,000 health care workers surveyed say they approve of how their 
coworkers, their employers and hospitals have handled the pandemic, and only 34 percent said 
the same of the American public, according to the release.
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UN Chief Encouraged by Intentions to Continue Diplomacy in Crisis Over Ukraine - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres is 
encouraged by the recent signals sent by Russia indicating its intention to continue diplomatic 
negotiations to settle the Ukraine crisis, United Nations spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said on 
Wednesday.
"The Secretary General's view continues to be one of encouragement by the recent signals 
regarding intentions to continue with diplomacy in relation to security concerns in the region," 
Dujarric said during a press briefing.
Earlier in the week, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said there is still a path for 
diplomacy to resolve the crisis with the West over Ukraine.
Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said on Tuesday that Russia was 
withdrawing some of its troops away from the border with Ukraine as well as its troops from 
Crimea where they participated in military drills.
Western media reported the alleged Russian offensive against Ukraine might start on 
Wednesday. Russia has repeatedly said it does not plan to attack any country, including 
Ukraine, but reserves the right to move its forces within its sovereign territory as it sees fit. 
However, Moscow has warned that NATO’s activities near its borders and the alliance’s plans to 
expand further eastward pose a direct threat to Russia’s national security.
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Blinken to Discuss Deescalation of Ukraine Situation at Munich Conference - US State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will take part in 
the Munich Conference where he will hold meetings with allies to discuss efforts to deescalate 
the situation concerning Ukraine, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on 
Wednesday.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken will travel to Munich, Germany, February 17 to 20, 2022 to 
attend the Munich Security Conference," Price said. "On the sidelines of the conference, the 
Secretary will have the opportunity to discuss with allies and partners our coordinated, ongoing 
efforts to urge Russia to deescalate and choose the path of diplomacy as well as our readiness 
to impose severe costs should Russia further invade Ukraine."
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Maduro Ally Saab's Cooperation With US Undertaken With Full Knowledge of Caracas - Lawyer 
(Adds details, background in paras 4-11)
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Alex Saab's cooperation with US authorities was 
undertaken with full knowledge of the Venezuelan government and the Justice Department's 
release of court documents about the collaboration was meant to harm Caracas' interests, Saab 
attorney David Rivkin told Sputnik on Wednesday.
Court documents released earlier in the day revealed that Saab, a special envoy for Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro, had provided confidential information to the US government about 
charges of financial crimes related to alleged violations of Iran sanctions. The documents also 
indicated that Saab had been cooperating with the US Justice Department prior to his arrest in 
Cape Verde in 2020. Saab was detained en route to Iran on a mission for Caracas.
"Mr. Saab states in the strongest possible terms that any alleged engagement which took place 
with the [US] Department of Justice and various law enforcement officials, was undertaken with 
the full knowledge and support of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela," Rivkin said. "Saab 
would like to stress that the release of the document, at the request of the Department of 
Justice, is no more than an attempt to harm the interests of the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela, to try to weaken the strength of the relationship between Alex Saab and Venezuela 
and further evidences the weakness of the criminal charges made against him. Alex Saab 
remains a loyal citizen and diplomat of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and will never do 
anything to harm the interests of the country and people that have given him so much."
The document unsealed by the US District Court for the Southern District of Florida alleged that 
Saab cooperated with agents from the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) as a 
confidential source about criminal activity. The US alleged that Saab forfeited money to the 
United States and DEA as part of an agreement to "self-surrender."
Saab allegedly shared information with DEA that he paid bribes and engaged in other crimes, 
the document said. In light of that fact, the US government expressed concerns over Saab’s 
safety if he returned to Venezuela, the document added.
However, US District Judge Robert Scola said Saab refused to accept an offer from the US 
government to assist his family leave Venezuela.
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"The defendant could not proffer any particularized threats against the defendant’s family, which 
may outweigh the public’s right to access these records," Scola said.
Saab was extradited to the United States from Cape Verde in October 2021. He pleaded not 
guilty to charges of engaging in financial crimes related to violations of US sanctions against 
Iran. The US government dropped the most serious charges of money laundering against Saab. 
Saab had been detained in Cape Verde in June 2020 on a US extradition warrant. Saab was en 
route to Iran on a humanitarian mission for the Venezuelan government when he was arrested 
during a fuel stop.
The Venezuelan government has said Saab was kidnapped by the US government and vowed 
to seek help from international organizations to release the diplomat.
The Russian Foreign Ministry has called the situation around Saab "outrageous" and slammed 
Washington for trying to set a dangerous precedent by detaining the diplomat.
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Russia, Allies Concerned by NATO Military Buildup on CSTO Borders - Vershinin

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - Russia and other members of the Collective 
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) are concerned by NATO's military buildup near their 
borders, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin told a UN Security Council meeting 
on Wednesday.
"We are concerned about the risks and threats to the security of CSTO member states on our 
southern and western borders. Just like our allies within the CSTO, we cannot fail to be 
concerned by the military expansion of NATO right up to our borders," Vershinin said.
The defense alliance of six post-Soviet nations has also observed an "intense" rise in NATO 
military exercises and "alarmist" propaganda over the past year, he added.
The CSTO frequently turns to NATO with various cooperation initiatives and recently sent a 
letter proposing measures to strengthen mutual trust, Vershinin said, noting that the offers 
remain unanswered.
"We would like to express the overall desire of CSTO member states to solve problems purely 
through political and diplomatic methods with respect for international law, with the primary role 
played by the UN," the diplomat stated.
"We are prepared to cooperate with all members of the international community," he said.
Russia published its security suggestions for NATO and the United States in late 2021 as 
tensions rose around Ukraine. Moscow specifically requested guarantees that the alliance 
would not expand eastward to include Ukraine and Georgia, to which Washington has replied by 
insisting it will not allow anyone to slam NATO's open-door policy shut.
The US and NATO have since submitted their responses to the proposals but asked Moscow to 
keep them confidential. President Vladimir Putin said that the Wfest has ignored Russia's 
fundamental concerns and demands, including over the alliance's expansion. Moscow is now 
finalizing its follow-up response.
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UN Chief to Travel to Germany, Switzerland, DRC Starting This \Neek - Spokesperson

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will travel 
to Germany to attend the Munich Security Conference and will then proceed to visit the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Switzerland, United Nations spokesperson 
Stephane Dujarric said on Wednesday.
"The Secretary-General will be heading out of New York,” Dujarric said. “He will first go to 
Germany where he will attend the Munich Security Conference on Friday afternoon.
Dujarric said Guterres will hold bilateral meetings with leaders on the sidelines of the 
conference, but did not provide any details.
On February 22, Guterres will arrive in the DRC, where he will attend the Tenth Summit of the 
Regional Oversight Mechanism of the Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework for the DRC 
and the region.
While in the capital of Kinshasa, the United Nations chief will meet with President Felix 
Tshisekedi and senior members of the Congolese government, Dujarric said.
Guterres will then travel to Geneva to deliver remarks at the opening of the 49th regular session 
of the UN Human Rights Council, Dujarric added.
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US in Touch With Ukraine Authorities to Support Probe of Cyber Attacks - White House

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The US government has been in close touch with the 
Ukraine authorities to support the ongoing investigation of the recent cyberattacks on a number 
of governmental websites, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Wednesday.
"We have also been in close touch with our Ukrainian counterparts to offer support in the 
investigation and response to these [cyberj incidents," Psaki said during a press briefing. "We're 
particularly concerned but we don't have anything new in terms of specific attribution [of 
cyber-attacks]."
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Maduro Ally Saab's Cooperation With US Undertaken With Full Knowledge of Caracas - Lawyer

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Alex Saab's cooperation with US authorities was 
undertaken with full knowledge of the Venezuelan government and the Justice Department's
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release of court documents about the collaboration was meant to harm Caracas' interests, Saab 
attorney David Rivkin told Sputnik.
Court documents released earlier in the day revealed that Saab, a special envoy for Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro, had provided confidential information to the US government about 
charges of financial crimes related to alleged violations of Iran sanctions. The documents also 
indicated that Saab had been cooperating with the US Justice Department prior to his arrest in 
Cape Verde in 2020. Saab was detained en route to Iran on a mission for Caracas.
"Mr. Saab states in the strongest possible terms that any alleged engagement which took place 
with the [US] Department of Justice and various law enforcement officials, was undertaken with 
the full knowledge and support of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela," Rivkin said. "Saab 
would like to stress that the release of the document, at the request of the Department of 
Justice, is no more than an attempt to harm the interests of the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela, to try to weaken the strength of the relationship between Alex Saab and Venezuela 
and further evidences the weakness of the criminal charges made against him. Alex Saab 
remains a loyal citizen and diplomat of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and will never do 
anything to harm the interests of the country and people that have given him so much."
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Russian Jets Unprofessionally Intercept 3 US Navy Aircraft - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Three US Navy aircraft had been unprofessionally 
intercepted by Russian aircraft over the Mediterranean Sea during the weekend, Defense 
Department spokesperson Capt. Mike Kafka told Sputnik on Wednesday.
"We can confirm that over the course of last weekend, three US Navy P-8A aircraft experienced 
unprofessional intercepts by Russian aircraft," Kafka said. "The US flight crews were flying in 
international airspace over the Mediterranean Sea at the time of these intercepts."
The Defense Department made its concerns known to Russian officials, Kafka said, adding that 
no one was hurt during the intercepts.
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IG Probe Finds Ex-US Interior Secretary Failed to Comply With Ethics Standards - Report

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - A US Department of the Interior Inspector General (IG) 
probe into former Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke found that he failed to comply with ethical 
obligations and duty of candor while in office, a report on the investigation said on Wednesday. 
"We investigated allegations that former Secretary of the US Department of the Interior (DOI) 
Ryan Zinke continued to be involved in a land development project in his hometown of
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Whitefish, MI, after he was appointed as Secretary of the Interior and that his continued 
involvement posed a potential conflict of interest with his official duties,” the report said.
The allegations centered around Zinke’s involvement with the Great Northern Veterans Peace 
Park Foundation from which Zinke said he had resigned after being appointed Interior Secretary 
under the Trump administration.
However, emails and texts subpoenaed by the Inspector General showed that Zinke continued 
to be involved with the Foundation after resigning and negotiated on their behalf over the 
development of land for a project called 95 Karrow, the report said.
"In light of these communications, we found that Secretary Zinke failed to abide by his ethics 
obligations in which he committed not to manage or provide any other services to the 
Foundation after his appointment as Secretary of the Interior. We also found that Secretary 
Zinke did not comply with his duty of candor when questioned by the DOI’s then Designated 
Agency Ethics Official (DAEO) about his continued involvement in Foundation matters, including 
the 95 Karrow project,” the report said.
The probe also found that Zinke misused his official position by directing subordinates to assist 
him with matters related to the Foundation and 95 Karrow project, the report said. They did not 
find that Zinke’s staff tried to conceal his involvement with the Foundation, the report added. 
Zinke officially resigned as Interior Secretary on January 2, 2019. In a statement on his 
departure from office, Zinke said that he could not justify spending thousands of dollars 
defending himself and his family against “false allegations."
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Blinken Leaves Summit for Democracy Event Early for Unscheduled Meeting With Biden

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Wednesday 
left a virtual Summit for Democracy event early after President Joe Biden requested a last 
minute meeting at the White House amid tensions over the Ukraine situation.
"I was looking forward to actually spending a bit of time this morning," Blinken said. 
"Unfortunately, a larger force, as in the President, has called me over to a meeting."
Blinken did not initially have a meeting scheduled with Biden on Wednesday.
The State Department did not immediately respond to a request for details about the meeting.
In the last several days, the Biden administration has been in non-stop talks with its European 
partners and Russia over the Ukraine situation.
On Tuesday, Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said that Russia was 
withdrawing some of its troops away from the border with Ukraine as well as troops from Crimea 
where they participated in military drills.
Western media reported the alleged Russian offensive against Ukraine might start on 
Wednesday. Russia has repeatedly said it does not plan to attack any country, including 
Ukraine, but reserves the right to move its forces within its sovereign territory as it sees fit. 
However, Russia has also pointed out that NATO activities near its borders and plans to expand 
further eastward pose a direct threat to its national security.
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CSTO Troops Did Not Fire Any Shots During January Events in Kazakhstan - Vershinin

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) 
peacekeepers who were deployed in Kazakhstan last month to stop the violent protest clashes 
did not fire any shots, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin said at a UN Security 
Council meeting on Wednesday.
"The operation was conducted on a completely international legal basis, in full transparency and 
predictability," Vershinin said. "The peacekeepers did not fire any shots at all, and they proved to 
be a stabilizing factor."
Vershinin stressed that in January, Kazakhstan encountered unprecedented challenges to its 
security, integrity and sovereignty, and effective actions by the authorities and swift CSTO's 
assistance helped to avert a "disaster."
Vershinin also said the CSTO peacekeepers were protecting strategically important facilities in 
Kazakhstan and were involved in operations. As soon as the situation on the ground stabilized, 
the troops left the country, he added.
Mass protests in Kazakhstan began in the early days of 2022 - residents of the cities of 
Zhanaozen and Aktau in the west of the country opposed a twofold increase in prices for 
liquefied gas. Later, protests spread to other cities, including Almaty, the republic's largest city: 
looting began there, militants attacked state institutions and took weapons. In response, the 
authorities declared a state of emergency across the country until January 19 and launched a 
counter-terrorism operation.
In the morning of January 5, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev dismissed the 
government and led the country's Security Council. At the first meeting of the Security Council 
under his leadership, Tokayev described the situation in Kazakhstan as one undermining the 
integrity of the state and said he had asked the CSTO for assistance "in overcoming the terrorist 
threat."
The CSTO Collective Security Council decided to deploy the Collective Peacekeeping Forces to 
Kazakhstan to normalize the situation there. On January 13, it was announced that the CSTO 
mission was successfully completed. The peacekeepers began to return home from 
Kazakhstan.
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US Climate Envoy Kerry Will Head to Munich Security Conference on Thursday - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry 
will visit Germany on February 17-20 to take part in the Munich Security Conference, the State 
Department said Wednesday.
"Kerry will travel to Munich, Germany, February 17-20 to participate in the Munich Security 
Conference," the State Department said. "Kerry will engage in discussions on the nexus 
between the climate crisis and global security and will encourage counterparts to fulfill and 
strengthen their climate commitments."
The Munich Security Conference has been held since 1963. It is considered to be the world's 
largest gathering of its kind. The conference offers a forum where heads of state and 
government, ministers, members of parliament, military leaders, representatives of civil society 
and others, debate current and future global and regional security challenges.
This year, Vice President Kamala Harris will represent the US at the event.
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US Sent 2 Officials to Saudi Arabia to Push Riyadh to Increase Oil Production - Reports

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States has sent two officials to Saudi Arabia 
this week to exert pressure on Riyadh to increase oil production amid the ongoing Ukraine crisis 
and the growing energy prices, CNN reported on Wednesday.
National Security Council Middle East coordinator Brett McGurk and State Department Energy 
Envoy Amos Hochstein visited Riyadh on Wednesday, the report said citing an unnamed senior 
US official.
On Tuesday, US President Joe Biden said a potential Russian invasion of Ukraine would have 
domestic consequences that Americans understand would come with defending democracy 
abroad.
An invasion would impact the energy market and prices in the United States and the Biden 
administration is taking steps to alleviate pressure on the market and offset raising prices, the 
US president added.
Biden had previously said the United States has been scrambling to line up alternative energy 
sources for Europe in case the Ukraine situation escalates and Washington imposes 
anti-Russian sanctions.
Also on Tuesday, Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said that Russia was 
withdrawing some of its troops away from the border with Ukraine as well as troops from Crimea 
where they participated in military drills.
Western media reported the alleged Russian offensive against Ukraine might start on 
Wednesday. Russia has repeatedly said it does not plan to attack any country, including 
Ukraine, but reserves the right to move its forces within its sovereign territory as it sees fit. 
However, Russia has also pointed out that NATO activities near its borders and plans to expand 
further eastward pose a direct threat to its national security.
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US Doctors Treat 15 Kids in Ukraine, Plan 3 More Trips This Year - Team Leader 
WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Pediatric cardiologists from the US-based Cardiac 
Alliance have treated 15 children in Ukraine’s city of Lviv and plan to conduct three additional 
trips regardless of the situation in the country, team leader Bill Novicktold Sputnik on 
Wednesday.
"\Ne took care of 15 children. \Ne did several moderate and six complicated cases. All the 
children did well," Novick, a world-known pediatric cardiac surgeon, said about the outcome of 
the visit in late January - early February.
Cooperation with colleagues in Lviv is a new project for the alliance. The team was there for the 
first time last November.
"We will try to go three more times this year. Next trip will probably be in May, and then in 
September and December," Novick said.
The doctors could actually operate more children this time, but COVID-19 forced them to cancel 
three operations, he added.
Novick reassured that he and his colleagues will continue working in Ukraine even if the 
situation in the country deteriorates.
"My answer is yes. As long as the team feels comfortable going, we will go," he said.
The Cardiac Alliance specialists are visiting Ukraine and Russia throughout the years and 
maintaining pediatric cardiac projects in different cities in both countries. Novick also was 
expressing readiness to work in Donbas in case of a request from there.
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US Discourages Serbia, Western Balkans From Relying on Russian Gas - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - The United States is working on discouraging a number 
of countries in the Western Balkans, primarily Serbia, not to fully rely on Russian natural gas,
US Special Representative for the Western Balkans Gabriel Escobar said on Wednesday.
“On the energy security front, we have encouraged Serbia to look at alternatives to Russian 
gas, including renewables and liquid natural gas and we have made some progress there,” 
Escobar told a US Senate hearing. “[W]e are close to unwinding some countries from full 
dependence on Russian gas."
If the United States succeeds in reducing the share of Russian gas in the Wsstern Balkans, the 
outcome will be creating great business opportunities for US energy companies in terms of 
moving the region to a “more renewable energy mixture,” Escobar said.
The United States has repeatedly expressed grave concerns about the alleged dependence of 
European countries on Russian energy supplies and has proposed multiple ways to diversify

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2022 10:52:58 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/17/2022 10:52:58 PM

gas deliveries, including offers to substitute Russian natural gas with the US liquefied natural 

gas.
At the same time, the Biden administration and US lawmakers continue to criticize Nord Stream 
2 pipeline project that was designed to increase Russian gas supplies to Europe and make 
them more reliable amid lingering tensions between Russia and Ukraine.
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US \Afeekly Crude Stocks Rise, Gasoline Drops in Mixed Post-COVID Trend - EIA

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Stockpiles of US crude oil rose for the first time in three 
weeks while gasoline inventories fell for a second week in a row in a mixed trend for energy 
consumption in an economy recovering from the coronavirus pandemic, government data 
showed on Wednesday.
Crude stockpiles rose by 1.12 million barrels last week, after declines of 4.76 million and 1.05 
million respectively in preceding weeks, the Energy Information Administration (EIA) said in its 
Weekly Petroleum Status Report. Inventories of gasoline, meanwhile, fell by 1.33 million, adding 
to the prior week’s drop of 1.64 million.
Analysts polled by US media had forecast a drawdown of 1.57 million barrels of crude and a 
build of 550,000 barrels of gasoline on the average for last week.
Inventories of distillates, meanwhile, fell 1.55 million barrels last week, continuing their decline 
for a fifth week in a row. Distillates are refined into diesel for trucks, buses, trains and ships as 
well as fuel for jets.
"The early stages of post-COVID shows a mixed trend for energy consumption, with a slight 
bias towards the bullish side," said John Kilduff, founding partner at New York energy hedge 
fund Again Capital, said.
He cited the continuous drops in weekly deposits at the Cushing, Oklahoma base for crude 
storage as a factor that tilted the market toward the bullish side.
Exports of crude oil, meanwhile, fell sharply last week to 2.27 million from 3.1 million in the prior 
week. Refinery utilization also fell by almost 2% last week to 85.3%.
Questions about the demand for oil had cropped up in recent weeks as EIA data showed little 
reductions in crude stocks and a jump instead in gasoline inventories — despite a plunge in 
cases and hospital admissions for COVID-19 nationwide that would have typically led to more 
mobility and economic activity.
Gasoline is America’s premier fuel product. Inventories of the fuel had ballooned throughout 
January as refiners appeared to be maximizing fuel processing ahead of scheduled plant 
maintenance in March. Escalating winter temperatures in January also typically lead to less 
driving among Americans.
Notwithstanding the mixed trend for energy consumption, crude and pump prices of gasoline 
remained at around seven-year highs, supported by concerns about tight supply versus global 
demand. In Wednesday's trade, world crude benchmark Brent hovered at just under $96 per 
barrel while US crude traded at just below $95. Pump prices of US gasoline averaged $3.51 per 
gallon, more than $1 above their pricing for the same time last year.
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CSTO Chief Says Hopes Ail Sides in Ukraine Will Stop Deployment of Military Activities

UNITED NATIONS, February 16 (Sputnik) - Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) 
Secretary-General Stanislav Zas said on Wednesday the alliance hopes the parties to the 
current standoff over Ukraine will reach acceptable solutions to stop the deployment of military 
activities.
Zas said the expansion of troop formations, military activities near the western borders of CSTO 
member states, coupled with a lack of settlement in eastern Ukraine, has led to the situation in 
Eastern Europe on the verge of military hostilities.
"We very much trust that the parties and the negotiation process will be able to find acceptable 
solutions to the problem and to stop the deployment of military activities," Zas said at a UN 
Security Council meeting.
Ukraine and several Western countries have been accusing Russia of a military build-up along 
the Ukrainian border in an alleged preparation of an invasion. Russia has rejected these 
accusations, saying that it was not planning to attack any country, including Ukraine.
However, Russia has warned that NATO’s plans to expand further eastward represent a direct 
threat to its national security. Russia has also said the United States and its allies' supplying 
lethal weapons to Ukraine worsens the security situation as it encourages Kiev to take military 
action against the breakaway Donbas region.
On Tuesday, Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said Russia was 
withdrawing some forces away from the border with Ukraine and Crimea after they completed 
their military exercises there.
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US Agencies Allege Russian State-Backed Cyber Actors Targeting Defense Contractors - Alert

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Several US intelligence agencies are alleging that 
Russian-state sponsored cyber actors have regularly targeted over the past two years defense 
contractors with access to sensitive information, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency said on Wednesday.
"From at least January 2020, through February 2022, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
National Security Agency (NSA), and Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) 
have observed regular targeting of US-cleared defense contractors (CDCs) by Russian 
state-sponsored cyber actors," CISA said in a security alert.
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Venezuela President's Ally Alex Saab Gave Confidential Information to US - Court Filing

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Venezuelan diplomat Alex Saab, an ally of the country's 
President Nicolas Maduro, has provided confidential information to the US government about 
his criminal activity, a document unsealed by the US District Court for the Southern District of 
Florida said on Wednesday.
"Over the course of nearly 12 months, Saab cooperated with agents from the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), provided DEA with information about his criminal activity, engaged in 
proactive cooperation as a confidential source for the DEA, and forfeited money to the United 
States and DEA as part of an agreement to self-surrender in the United States in order to face 
charges for his criminal conducted," the document said.
Saab shared with DEA information that he paid bribes and engaged in other crimes, the 
document said. In light of that fact, the US government expressed concern over Saab’s safety if 
he returned to Venezuela, the document added.
Saab is detained in the United States, where he pleaded not guilty to charges of engaging in 
financial crimes related to violations of US sanctions against Iran. The US government dropped 
the most serious charges of money laundering against Saab.
The government of President Nicolas Maduro has said that Saab was kidnapped by the US 
government and vowed to seek help from international organizations to release the diplomat.
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US 7-Day Average of COVID-19 Cases Down 40% From Last Wsek - CDC Director

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Daily COVID-19 cases in the United States decreased 
by approximately 40% since last week, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Director Rochelle W&lensky said on Wednesday.
"The current 7-day daily average of cases is about 147,000 cases per day, a decrease of about 
40% over the previous week. The 7-day average of hospital admissions is about 9,500 per day, 
a decrease of about 28% over the previous week. And the 7-day average of daily deaths are 
about 2,200 per day, which is a decrease of about 9% over the previous week. Omicron cases 
are declining and we are all cautiously optimistic about the trajectory we are on," Walensky told 
a press briefing.
Despite falling infection, hospitalization and death counts, individuals who are feeling unwell or 
have been exposed to the coronavirus are still encouraged to wear masks, Walensky said. 
Continued vaccination and boosting efforts will be critical in maintaining the downward trajectory 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director 
Anthony Fauci also said during the briefing.
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The CDC is in the process of reviewing much of its public health guidance, including on 
masking, as COVID-19 cases dwindle, \Afelensky added.
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Zelenskyy Takes Threat to Ukraine Seriously, But Does Not \Afent People to Panic - Biinken

WASHINGTON, February 16 (Sputnik) - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is taking the 
threat of invasion of his country seriously, but he does not want the people to panic, US 
Secretary of State Anthony Biinken said on Wednesday.
“I think President Zelenskyy is taking it very seriously. He’s trying to maintain calm. He doesn’t 
want his people to panic," Biinken said. “That’s the right thing to do. But I think the Ukrainians 
are taking it very seriously.”
Biinken reiterated that if there is an invasion, the consequences would be terrible first and 
foremost for the Ukrainian people, but the United States has been and still stands ready to 
assist Ukraine.
“We have been supporting Ukraine," he said. “We’ve provided more defensive assistance to 
Ukraine last year than we did in any previous year. Just the other day, we put out a $1 billion 
loan guarantee to help bolster their economy. Other countries are doing the same. We’re there 
to support Ukraine. We’re there to help it defend itself if there’s Russian aggression.”
Ukraine and several Western countries have been accusing Russia of a military build-up along 
the Ukrainian border in an alleged preparation of an invasion. Russia has rejected these 
accusations, saying that it was not planning to attack any country, including Ukraine.
However, Russia has warned that NATO’s plans to expand further eastward represents a direct 
threat to its national security. Russia has also said the United States and its allies’ supplying 
lethal weapons to Ukraine worsens the security situation as it encourages Kiev to take military 
action against the breakaway regions Donbas regions.
On Tuesday, Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said Russia was 
withdrawing some forces away from the border with Ukraine and from Crimea after they 
completed their military exercises there.
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