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French Court Ends Probe of 1994 Shootdown of Rwandan Leader’s Plane that Preceded 
Genocide
By - Morgan Artyukhina

A French high court has rejected an attempt by families of victims to reopen an inconclusive 
investigation into the 1994 downing of then-Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana’s aircraft 
that killed him and Burundian President Cyprien Ntaryamira, setting in motion the Rwandan 
genocide.
In 1998, four years after the aircraft was shot down on approach to Kigali International Airport, 
families of the French pilots killed in the crash opened a probe into the events in a French court. 
The case significantly strained the relations between France and Rwanda after the judge, 
Jean-Louis Bruguiere, issued arrest warrants for nine members of Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame’s entourage in 2006. Kigali accused Paris of trying to cover up its own support for 
Habyarimana’s Hutu-led government, which after his death initiated an organized massacre of 
more than 800,000 Tutsis and Twa.
Soldiers commanded by Kagame, who led the Tutsi Rwandan Patriotic Front, were blamed for 
the downing of Habyarimana’s Falcon 50 aircraft by a surface-to-air missile. However, an 
alternate theory proposed by other investigators, including the US Department of State and 
Kagame’s government, holds that Habyarimana was killed by Hutu extremists opposed to his 
recent negotiation of peace with the rebel RPF.
However, the case was closed in 2018 after French prosecutors recommended the charges be 
dismissed because of insufficient evidence against the suspects. The families of Rwandans and 
Burundians killed in the attack, including Habyarimana's widow Agathe, then appealed for it to 
be reopened, but a Paris appeals court rejected their request in July 2020.
“The investigation was complete and sufficient charges did not exist against anyone for 
committing the alleged crimes, nor any other infraction,” the Court of Cassation, one of France’s 
supreme courts, found on Tuesday.
“Of course this decision disappoints the Rwandan plaintiffs, but in reality the harm has long 
since been done,” Philippe Meilhac, a lawyer for Agathe Habyarimana, told Agence 
France-Presse.
The April 6, 1994, killing of Habyarimana and 11 others, including Burundi’s President 
Ntaryamira and several of his ministers, was the final straw in decades of tensions that had 
boiled over into several civil wars between members of the majority Hutu and minority Tutsi 
ethnic groups in Rwanda.
During the years of Belgian colonial rule, a divide-and-conquer policy was used to turn the 
Hutus and Tutsis against each other by claiming that the Hutus were indigenous to the region 
and that the Tutsis were invaders who sought to displace them. Within hours of Habyarimana’s 
death, leaders of the radical Hutu Power movement set about assassinating Tutsi leaders and
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moderate Hutus using “kill lists” already drawn up, and soldiers and police established 
checkpoints the next day and conducted sweeps to check people’s national ID cards, which 
indicated the bearer’s ethnicity. Those who were Tutsi were executed. Later, gangs and mobs 
were organized and set upon the local population.
By July, up to 1.1 million people, including 800,000 Tutsis, or two-thirds of all Rwandan Tutsis, 
had been killed, along with one-third of the 30,000-strong Twa people. Only the RPF’s steady 
advance through the country and the capture of Kigali ended the killing.
In May 2021, French President Emmanuel Macron met with Kagame in Kigali in which he did 
not apologize for France’s support for the Rwandan government at the start of the genocide, he 
did acknowledge “the magnitude of our responsibilities.”
Two other French reports from earlier that year found the government of French President 
Francois Mitterrand bore “overwhelming responsibilities” for the genocide for continuing its 
divide-and-rule tactics while being fully aware of Hutu preparations for a genocide of Tutsis, as 
well as arming, advising and protecting the Hutu-led Rwandan government.
Burundi, to Rwanda’s south, was spared from the violence, despite President Ntaryamira’s 
death, being home to the same ethnic groups and another genocidal massacre of Tutsis by 
Hutus that ended just months earlier.
However, Hutus fleeing the conflict sought refuge in Zaire to the west, and a 1996 incursion into 
eastern Zaire against those forces by the RPF helped destabilize that country and set in motion 
an even larger conflict that came to be known as the two Congo Wars. Also known as Africa’s 
World War, the two Congo Wars consumed what became known as the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and pulled in a majority of African nations, killing as many as 7 million people 
between 1996 and 2003.
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‘Misinformation Disguised as Reporting’: Iran Dismisses Reuters Story on Alleged JCPOA
Revival Terms
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Earlier on Thursday, Reuters ran a report claiming to detail the terms upon which the 2015 Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) would be revived. However, Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
quickly spoke up and dismissed the story as less-than-factual.
“Misinformation disguised as reporting is dangerous,” Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Saeed Khatibzadeh tweeted.
“The final deal to let the US return to the JCPOA will be far from the unsourced spin making the 
rounds. It won't be a bilateral agreement either,” he said. “Expect more spin as we approach 
[the] final days.”
According to Reuters, which cited three diplomats familiar with the negotiations, the draft text of 
the agreement says that Iran must make the first step in returning to the nuclear deal by 
reducing its uranium enrichment to just 5% uranium-235. In exchange, about $7 billion in Iranian 
funds frozen in South Korean banks by US sanctions would be freed.
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The deal would also provide for the release of Western prisoners allegedly held in Iran.
After those items are confirmed, the US will lift its sanctions on a day termed 
“Re-Implementation Day.” However, according to the diplomats, the time frame in which these 
steps are expected to unfold remains the subject of contention in the talks in Vienna.
Eventually, Iran is expected to return to the uranium-235 purity cap of 3.67% set by the JCPOA 
when it was first agreed to in late 2015.
The US unilaterally left the deal in 2018, claiming without evidence that Iran was violating the 
deal and secretly pursuing a nuclear weapon. The US departure was accompanied by 
“maximum pressure” sanctions that caused major damage to the Iranian economy and 
exacerbated the COVID-19 pandemic that hit the country in early 2020.
After the deal’s European parties, which include Germany, France, the UK, and the European 
Union, failed to challenge the US sanctions despite being unconvinced by US claims Iran had 
violated the deal, Tehran began reducing its commitments to the deal. It gradually began 
increasing the purity of uranium-235 it produced to nearly 60%, and has stored far more than is 
allowed by the JCPOA at any purity. However, it denies it is in pursuit of a nuclear weapon, and 
its supreme leader, Ayatollah AN Khamenei, has declared the use of any weapons of mass 
destruction to be a violation of Islam.
Khamenei reiterated that point on Thursday, saving in a televised speech that such claims were 
“nonsense” and that Iran’s nuclear program was the true target of its enemies, because “they do 
not want Iran to achieve this great and significant progress.”
In order to make a bomb out of only uranium-235, Iran would need to reach a purity of more 
than 90%, according to US nuclear scientists.
Talks on reviving the deal began early last year after Joe Biden replaced Donald Trump as the 
US President, and talks are presently in their eighth round in Vienna. Earlier this month, the 
Biden administration issued a sanctions waiver on international cooperation with Iran’s civil 
nuclear program, which services several nuclear power plants in the country, which observers 
took as a goodwill sign that a deal on reviving the JCPOA was close.
On Wednesday, AN Bagheri, Iran’s top negotiator, said on Twitter that “we are closer than ever 
to an agreement/”
“Nothing is agreed until everything is agreed, though,” he cautioned. “Our negotiating partners 
need to be realistic, avoid intransigence and heed lessons of [the] past 4yrs. Time for their 
serious decisions.”
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Macron, Xi Pledge to Deepen Cooperation as EU-China Investment Deal Remains in Limbo 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

During a Wednesday phone call with Chinese President Xi Jinping, French President Emmanuel 
Macron said he hoped the European Union’s stalled investment deal with China would be fully 
ratified amid other pledges to expand their cooperation in economic and other spheres.
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During the call, Xi noted that since France has taken over the rotating chair of the European 
Union, it has made efforts to enhance solidarity within the bloc and strengthen Europe’s 
strategic autonomy, according to a readout from the Chinese Foreign Ministry. He added that 
Beijing stands ready to work with France to make the forthcoming China-EU summit a success 
and deepen their cooperation on many levels.
Macron noted that the turbulent international situation has made a deeper comprehensive 
strategic partnership with China more desirable, and that he was satisfied with the two nations’ 
achievements in cooperation in technological, agricultural, and engineering fields, including on 
nuclear energy.
He added that he would do everything he could to push a positive agenda in the EU in its 
relations with China and expressed his hope for progress in the ratification and implementation 
of the Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI) with China that stalled last year. The 
deal is intended to put EU companies on an equal footing with their Chinese counterparts and 
solidify China’s status as a trading partner for the bloc.
“I think it will be a huge signal of high-level consensus for both China and the EU... to further 
promote the entry into force of the China-EU bilateral investment agreement,” Wang Huiyao, 
founder and president of the Center for China and Globalization in Beijing, told the South China 
Morning Post.
The European Parliament froze ratification of the CAI in May 2021 after Beijing sanctioned 10 
EU politicians, as well as think tanks and diplomatic entities, in response to sanctions imposed 
against China by the US, EU, UK, and Canada over alleged human rights abuses in Xinjiang.
EU lawmakers said China must lift the sanctions if it wants the CAI to be ratified, but so far, 
Beijing has not backed down on what it considers to be an internal matter. However, Chinese 
State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi said in the weeks prior to the EP’s move that 
Beijing would continue to push forward its own ratification of two clauses against forced labor by 
the International Labor Organization’s convention on forced labor.
The ITO’s 2022 report on the application of international labor standards, published last week, 
claims China engages in discriminatory employment practices in Xijiang and uses forced labor. 
There have been several attempts to revive the ratification process in the last 9 months, 
including the chief diplomats of four European nations flying to Beijing to meet with Wang, and 
China has repeatedly pleaded with Paris and Berlin, which are perceived as warmer to the CAI, 
to restart the ratification process.
According to Politico, which cited senior EU diplomats, the China-EU summit is scheduled to be 
held online on April 1.
According to Xinhua News Agency, Xi and Macron also agreed to push cooperation on 
agricultural technologies and trade, to deepen their green manufacturing partnerships, and to 
take measures to ease the incorporation of French banks into the RMB Cross-Border Inter-Bank 
Payments System, China’s burgeoning bank wire system that is being presented to much of the 
world as an alternative to the Brussels-based SWIFT.
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Blue Origin to Build More Rockets Amid Expectations to ‘Easily Double’ Space Tourist Flights 
By - Morgan Artyukhina

Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin space company says it will have to build more of its New Shepard 
rockets in order to meet the “very robust demand” for space tourism, the company’s CEO said. 
At the FAA Commercial Space Transportation Conference in Washington, DC, on Thursday,
Blue Origin CEO Bob Smith said the company had “thousands of people in the auction process” 
for tickets, indicating “very robust demand” for more New Shepard flights, according to CNBC.
“I think the challenge for Blue at this point is that we’re actually supply limited,” Smith said. Blue 
Origin only has one New Shepard rocket capable of carrying passengers at present, the RSS 
First Step, which made three flights carrying a total of 14 passengers into space in 2021. The 
older RSS H.G. Wells is only used for cargo contracts with the US space agency NASA.
Smith told the conference attendees the company could “easily double that” this year. Each 
capsule can carry up to six passengers.
Manned flights, which began in July 2021, carried only auction winners, close associates of the 
program, including Bezos himself, or celebrities, such as William Shatner. who portrayed the 
23rd century captain of the fictional starship USS Enterprise on the original “Star Trek” TV 
series. Seats have been auctioned for as much as $28 million each.
That’s a far cry from the $450,000 at which Blue Origin’s space tourism competitor, Virgin 
Galactic, began selling tickets to the general public on Wednesday. That company, owned by 
billionaire Richard Branson, uses spaceplanes that launch from a high-altitude mothership in 
order to achieve altitudes nearing the edge of space. By comparison, Blue Origin’s New 
Shepard is a single-stage reusable rocket that lifts a passenger capsule above the 62-mile-high 
space boundary into suborbital space flight.
In August 2021, Blue Origin brought an ultimately-doomed lawsuitchallenging NASA’s awarding 
of a massive $2.9 billion contract to build a manned lunar lander to another of the company’s 
competitors, SpaceX. The company also has a planned heavy-lift rocket, New Glenn, that has 
been repeatedly delayed and is now expected to fly for the first time no sooner than the end of 
2022.
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Sisters Bella & Gigi Hadid Pose Nude for ‘Adam and Eve’ Versace Campaign 
By- Mary Manley

The photo is a part of the luxury house’s Spring 2022 campaign. This season, Donatella 
Versace, who inherited the company from her brother after his assassination in 1997, said it was 
her vision for the brand to focus on family, or more specifically, sisterhood.
Donatella Versace has shared a picture of the Hadid sisters posing in the nude for the new 
Versace ad campaign. The photo was captioned “MY. VERSACE. GODDESSES.”
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The look features no clothes, flowing wigs mimicking Renaissance-style paintings of the Biblical 
character Eve, a python wrapping around Bella’s leg, an apple held between the two sisters, 
and of course, Versace’s La Medusa handbags.
"The complete Spring Summer 22 campaign is here! Family is so important to me, which is why 
I wanted these images to focus on sisterhood. I love this campaign so much that I couldn't help 
but join my Versace queens @gigihadid and @bellahadid in a shot!! Girls, you are inspirational 
and empowering and I love you soooo much,” Donatella wrote on Instaaram in late January. 
Gigi responded to the Eve-styled image, writing “Love u” in the comments. Model Emily 
Ratajkowski responded with a row of heart-eye emojis, and supermodel legend Shalom Harlow 
commented “THIS IS EPIC.”
The Hadid sisters have made their mark in the fashion world. In 2018, they were both in the top 
ten for highest-paid models in the world, and the following year both sisters made around $10 
million.
Being a highly sought-after model comes with a hefty price tag. Luckily, major fashion houses 
like Versace, which is valued at over $1.5 billion, can pay their fees.
The spring campaign’s photos which feature the two sisters, along with Donatella Versace 
herself, were snapped by photographers Mert Alas and Marcus Piggott. Donatella also chose 
Colombian singer/songwriter Maluma as her Versace Man for the spring campaign. The 28 
year-old artist is photographed wearing a hot-pink suit, a green vest over shirtless, tattooed 
biceps, and a varsity jacket with Versace patches.
“For me, this is a dream come true to be the face of an iconic fashion house like Versace and 
continuing to represent Colombia globally through music, fashion, and much more,” Maluma 
said of being chosen for Versace Man.
“With this campaign, we are creating more memories as a fashion family together. One of my 
greatest highlights for 2022 will be my dog Buda in his first campaign with me: a man’s best 
friend joins fashion. This is to have many more memories with my Versace family,” he added.
In a comment on Instagram, Donatella congratulated Maluma, calling him “our Versace king.”

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

What Happens to Sharks After They Attack Someone?
By - Mary Manley

Although shark attacks are rare, they do happen. Off the coast of Sydney, Australia on 
Wednesday, a man was mauled to death by a great white shark in Sydney’s first fatal attacks in 
60 years. Additionally, in July 2020, a woman was killed by a great white shark off the coast of 
Maine, a first-ever for the state.
But how does one catch a beast when it decides to go rogue? And even if they can, should 
they?
In east Sydney, where British diving instructor Simon Nellist was mauled to death by a great 
white shark, the protective measures which had been put in place, such as nets and other 
deterrents in the water, failed to prevent the attack. Although it’s the city’s first fatal shark attack
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since 1963, that hasn’t stopped people from taking to social media to express their outrage over 
Nellist’s death. Many are calling for the shark to be culled.
Shark culling, or just culling in general, is when a state or government deliberately captures and 
kills an animal after it has killed a person. For instance, bears almost always pay the price after 
they are caught mauling a human. Yellowstone Park officials are often put in a difficult position 
when they have to choose between the protection of wildlife and the protection of park visitors.
In 1986, a committee of wildlife biologists set guidelines on howto manage bears. They decided 
that unless the bear could be deemed a nuisance, conflicts between bears and humans would 
have to favor the bear.
A ‘nuisance’ bear would fit any of these three indicators: they raid livestock or food stores 
despite security and protection, becoming comfortable enough to seek out food from humans; 
they act aggressively, foreshadowing a more lethal threat to park-goers; or they cause 
significant injury or kill humans during an unprovoked, non-defensive encounter. Officials are 
also able to track bear DNA back to their “murder suspect,” ensuring that the bear they 
euthanize is the correct one.
That may be so on land, but great whites live off the coast of various continents and can swim 
up to 120 km in a day. And even if a great white is caught by officials, there’s difficulty in being 
able to tell if it’s the one responsible for the attack.
In Western Australia, sharks can be killed if they pose a threat to humans, as part of WA’s 2015 
“serious threat” policy, which is a variation on a policy that was first introduced in 2014. Under 
this policy, the WA Department of Fisheries is allowed to use mobile drumlines as a way to catch 
sharks deemed a threat to humans. If the shark they are targeting is a great white, WA is first 
required to apply for an exemption to kill the vulnerable species.
However, in 2016 a great white shark attacked and killed a woman off the coast of WA. The WA 
Fisheries then attempted to track down the shark, dropping large steel hooks, and hauling up 
drumlines, but they didn’t catch anything. Their chances of success had been low, anyway.
Since the introduction of the controversial shark culling policy, the use of drumlines against 
sharks has proved inefficient, and was abandoned in March of 2017. Under former Western 
Australia Premier Colin Barnett’s government, $1.8 million was put towards shark hazard 
mitigation projects from 2013 to 2017.
Daryl McPhee, an associate professor of environmental science at Bond University, wrote of the 
Sydney attack on Wednesday, reminding readers that there are nonlethal alternatives to culling 
sharks. He says that aerial surveys could be deployed in preventing shark attacks. The use of 
planes, helicopters, drones, and surf patrol towers are all a possibility. Planes and helicopters 
are costly though, and the use of drones would involve the constraint of the device’s limited 
battery life. And surf patrol towers, writes McPhee, have to be able to offer a vantage point more 
than 40 meters above sea level in order for lifeguards to spot the shark.
McPhee then points to electronic shark deterrents, which he suggests “show substantial 
promise.” Australian scientists are investigating a technology that would use the acoustic 
sounds of an orca call, or something similar, to deter sharks. However, the deterrent does not 
work on all shark species and could be disruptive to other marine life.
While nonlethal shark attack deterrents are still in the making, McPhee suggests in the 
meantime, that the public should be educated on how to be safe at the beach. “Avoid swimming 
or surfing in low light levels, avoid beaches near estuaries after heavy rain and flooding, and
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avoid places where stranded marine mammals are present - as the sites may attract sharks,” he 
writes.
It’s important to remember too that shark bites are a rarity. Dr. Vanessa Pirotta. who commented 
on the attack in Sydney on Wednesday, says she understands the community’s shock, but 
urges people to remember the important ecological role sharks have in Australia’s marine 
environment.
The likelihood of being killed by a shark in Australia is similar to that of being killed by a 
kangaroo: one in 8 million. Although shark-related incidents in Australia have doubled since the 
1990s, officials say that increase is linked to a growth in Australia’s human population, not 
sharks themselves, whose population has significantly declined in the past 50 years.
A study published in 2021 by an international team of scientists in the journal Nature, revealed 
that since 1970, the population of oceanic sharks plummeted more than 70%. And according to 
a 2018 study, the great white shark community suffered a loss of 92% in their population.
In some incidents, conservation can actually lead to an increase in shark attacks. Seal 
populations in New England have bounced back from a near-extinct population after the 1972 
Marine Mammal Protection Act was instituted. Currently, it’s estimated that there are as many as 
50,000grey seals in New England waters, which many have blamed for the death of a New York 
woman who was swimming in Harpswell, Maine in July 2020.
Julie Dimperio Holowach, the 63-year-old retired fashion industry executive, was swimming with 
her daughter when, experts believe, she was mistaken for an injured seal because she was 
wearing a wetsuit. The great white shark attacked and killed the mother.
Dr. Leonardo Guida, a shark scientist at the Australian Marine Conservation Society, 
commented on the incident in Sydney on Wednesday. “First of all, we want to extend our 
sympathies to the friends and family of the swimmer who died in this tragedy, first responders 
and to those who witnessed it,” he said.
But, Guida went on to condemn the use of drumlines and/or using shark nets in order to catch 
and kill sharks. He, like McPhee, advocates for the non-lethal use of other shark deterrents like 
drones and warning systems.
As for the concept of a “rogue shark” that craves human flesh, scientists say there’s no such 
thing. Dr. Christopher Neff, a lecturer at the University of Sydney, says the theory of a shark 
craving human flesh is a discreditable theory, but for some reason still influences government 
policies. "This is a movie monster from a horror movie, this is not a scientific fact," Dr. Neff said. 
Both Humane Society International and the Australian Marine Conservation Society, 
organizations that work to protect the shark and ray populations in Australia, have spoken out 
against shark culling and net use, which have killed 910 sharks in Australia since 2017.
They argue that shark nets and drumlines not only hurt and injure sharks but have killed other 
species whose populations are fragile. The organizations say that a total of 290 marine animals 
have been killed as a result of nets and drumlines, including 27 turtles, 26 dolphins, and 193 

rays.
Sharks have existed on Earth for around 450 million years, having survived five major 
extinctions which were responsible for destroying over 75% of other life forms. But in the past 
100 years, sharks have just started to face extinction. When it comes to these rare shark 
attacks, perhaps it’s time to change points of view when asking who’s really in danger, anyway?
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Pentagon Declines to Comment on Reports of Evacuation of Donbas Residents tao Russia

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Pentagon declined to comment on reports of the 
evacuation of civilians from Ukraine's breakaway region of Donbas to Russia against the 
backdrop of mounting tensions.
"Thank you for the note. You should reach out to the Ukrainian government about this," the 
Pentagon told Sputnik in a statement.
The head of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic, Denis Pushilin, announced earlier 
on Friday an evacuation of the civilian population to Russia given a surge in shellings in the 
region in recent days. Luhansk leader Leonid Pasechnik also urged civilians to evacuate to 
Russia.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that he is unaware of the evacuation of people from 
Donbas to Russia.
The precarious situation in Donbas has deteriorated recently, with the self-proclaimed republics 
of Donetsk and Luhansk and the Ukrainian government accusing each other of violating the 
ceasefire.
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Ottawa Police Urges Reporters to Stay Away From Operations Near Protest Sites

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Ottawa police on Friday are urging reporters 
covering the trucker-led protests against COVID-19 vaccine mandate to stay away from law 
enforcement operations.
"All media who are attending the area, please keep a distance and stay out of police operations 
for your safety. Anyone found within areas undergoing enforcement may be subject to arrest,” 
the police said on Twitter.
The police also announced a "media opportunity" later of Fday, but did not provide a specific 
time.
The wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with tens of thousands of truckers 
and other Canadians converging on Ottawa to demand the government scrap the COVID-19 
vaccine mandate. The protest was since joined by numerous disparate groups of the population 
and evolved into a mass demonstration against the government of Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau.
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Ottawa Police \Narn of 'Severe Penalties' Unless Trucker-Led Protesters Leave 
(Adds details in paras 3-4, background in paras 5-6)
WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Trucker-led demonstrators opposing COVID-19 
vaccine mandates must leave protest sites in Ottawa or face "severe penalties," police warned 
on Friday.
"The Ottawa Police Service wants to inform you that under provincial and federal legislation, you 
will face severe penalties if you do not cease further unlawful activity and remove your vehicle 
and/or property immediately from all unlawful protest sites," the police said on Twitter.
They reported a "large police presence on Nicholas Street," noting that protesters are being 
advised to leave immediately.
"Some protesters are surrendering and are being arrested. We ask protesters to remain 
peaceful and lawful," the police added.
The wave of protests began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and other demonstrators 
converging on Ottawa to demand the government scrap the COVI D-19 vaccine mandates. The 
protests have since gathered diverse groups of citizens and evolved into a broader 
demonstration against the Trudeau government.
The Canadian government has condemned the protests as "illegal" and an "occupation," 
granting itself additional powers under the Emergencies Act to deal with the demonstrations.
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Ottawa Police Warn of 'Severe Penalties' Unless Trucker-Led Protesters Leave

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Trucker-led demonstrators opposing COVI D-19 
vaccine mandates must leave protest sites in Ottawa or face "severe penalties," police warned 
on Friday.
"The Ottawa Police Service wants to inform you that under provincial and federal legislation, you 
will face severe penalties if you do not cease further unlawful activity and remove your vehicle 
and/or property immediately from all unlawful protest sites," the police said on Twitter.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Remains Open to, ’Desirous of Diplomacy With Russia - Harris

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The United States remains ready for and "desirous of' 
diplomacy with Russia as tensions mount over Ukraine, Vice President Kama la Harris said on 
Friday.
"We remain open to and desirous of diplomacy," Harris said at a bilateral meeting with NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in Munich.
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Harris added however that Russia will face "severe consequences" if it "invades" Ukraine.
"Our alliance and commitment to NATO is enduring," she noted, stating that it will "continue to 
be one of the most critical" relationships for the US.
The vice president is currently in the Bavarian capital, where she will take part in the Munich 
Security Conference, joined by Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Ambassador to NATO 
Julianne Smith.
Russia has repeatedly denied plans to attack any country, including Ukraine, but reserves the 
right to move its forces within its sovereign territory as it sees fit. Moscow says the V\fest's 
allegations are intended to justify NATO and the US deploying more troops and weapons close 
to Russian borders.
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Canada's Parliament Says Canceling Session as Police Move to Clear Trucker Protest 
(Adds details in para 4, background in paras 5-6)
WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Canada’s parliament canceled a session on Friday as 
police are poised to start an operation to clear downtown Ottawa of trucker-led protesters.
"As per the Parliamentary Protective Service’s (PPS) most recent email notification, a police 
operation is expected to take place on Wellington Street and other locations in the downtown 
core of Ottawa," the House of Commons said.
"Given these exceptional circumstances, and following discussion with all recognized party 
leadership, the sitting today is cancelled. More information will follow," it added.
The House of Commons pointed out that the situation is ever-changing. "The continued 
presence of vehicles and demonstrators associated with the convoy, alongside police 
operations, will impact the downtown core," it added. "If you are not in the House of Commons 
precinct, stay away from the downtown core until further notice. The PPS will advise when it is 
safe to return downtown."
Earlier this week, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau invoked emergency powers to crack down on 
trucker-led anti-vaccine mandate protests. On Thursday, Ottawa's police chief said law 
enforcement was preparing to "take action" against the demonstrators.
The wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and 
other demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates 
for truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an 
anti-government demonstration, with various groups uniting in opposition of Trudeau.
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WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Canada’s parliament canceled a session on Friday as 
police are poised to start an operation to clear downtown Ottawa of trucker-led protesters.
"As per the Parliamentary Protective Service’s (PPS) most recent email notification, a police 
operation is expected to take place on Wellington Street and other locations in the downtown 
core of Ottawa," the House of Commons said.
"Given these exceptional circumstances, and following discussion with all recognized party 
leadership, the sitting today is cancelled. More information will follow," it added.
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Austin in Call With Shoigu Urges De-Escalation, Diplomatic Resolution in Ukraine - Kirby

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Pentagon chief Lloyd Austin in a telephone 
conversation with Russian Minister of Defense Sergei Shoigu on Friday called for de-escalation 
and a diplomatic resolution of the Ukraine crisis, spokesman John Kirby said.
"Secretary Austin called for deescalation, the return of Russian forces surrounding Ukraine to 
their home bases, and a diplomatic resolution," Kirby said in a statement.
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RPT - US Convoy to Continue Supporting Canadian Protesters Despite Obstacles - Co-Founder

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The US convoy of minivans, sport utility vehicles and 
other automobiles that took supplies including food, water, blankets and gas cards to Canadian 
truck drivers was only phase one of their journey, Convoy to Save America co-founder Pennie 
Fay told Sputnik.
Earlier this week, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau invoked emergency powers to crack 
down on anti-vaccine mandate protests. Meanwhile, on Thursday, Ottawa's police chief said law 
enforcement was preparing to "take action" against the demonstrators.
"This is not a one-time thing. Phase 1 of the journey was to bring supplies to truckers in 
Canada. Phase 2 will be freeing the truckers," Fay said. "We drove up to the Peace Bridge in 
Buffalo but we were blocked. [New York Governor Kathy] Hochul blocked our progress. 
Everything went off without a hitch. The only hitch, as usual, was government."
Trudeau’s order, among other things, will allow the government to freeze bank accounts of 
anyone linked to the protests.
Fay said Trudeau's order blocked the transfer of millions of dollars raised through GoFundMe 
and other sites. But Fay added that she is undeterred and will continue to support the truckers 
and others who are fighting for their freedom.
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"It’s frightening. They have put a hold on several accounts. I don’t know what happens next. I 
don’t know how it will affect the truckers. I understand that hackers went into one of the 
accounts. Was it hackers or was it the government?" she said.
The Canadian truckers have so far raised almost $9 million. Last Thursday, Canada’s Superior 
Court of Justice issued an order to block the organizers of the Freedom Convoy 2022 and 
Adopt-a-Trucker from access to donations, Canada’s Globe and Mail reported.
Fay said she has usually been a spectator at rallies and similar activities and certainly did not 
expect that she would be in the position of co-founding this organization.
"Here, I am a co-founder. Nothing I did before was to this extent," she added. "I’m originally from 
New York and I’ve lived in Tennessee for the past three years. \Ne have all these freedoms 
there. I had no idea I had lost so many of my freedoms. We don't have major lockdowns like 
DC. This is not about vaccines. \Afe can talk about that another day. This is about the overreach 
of this government, the rules, the lockdowns, the demands... we all want freedom."
Fay said she has no desire to go to \Afeshington, DC.
"I’ve seen enough of D.C. to never want to go back there, but I want to shut it down by blocking 
the arteries leading into the city," she said. "What am I hoping for? I’m hoping for something 
more miraculous: for American unity. America is really divided by race, religion, sex, education." 
Politicians drive those divides, she added.
"But we have more in common than differences. I want us to unite," Fay said. "This was a 
grassroots effort with American patriots. It was a collaborative effort. We all want freedom."
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WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The US convoy of minivans, sport utility vehicles and 
other automobiles that took supplies including food, water, blankets and gas cards to Canadian 
truck drivers was only phase one of their journey, Convoy to Save America co-founder Pennie 
Fay told Sputnik.
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down on anti-vaccine mandate protests. Meanwhile, on Thursday, Ottawa's police chief said law 
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"This is not a one-time thing. Phase 1 of the journey was to bring supplies to truckers in 
Canada. Phase 2 will be freeing the truckers," Fay said. "We drove up to the Peace Bridge in 
Buffalo but we were blocked. [New York Governor Kathy] Hochul blocked our progress. 
Everything went off without a hitch. The only hitch, as usual, was government."
Trudeau’s order, among other things, will allow the government to freeze bank accounts of 
anyone linked to the protests.
Fay said Trudeau's order blocked the transfer of millions of dollars raised through GoFundMe 
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"It’s frightening. They have put a hold on several accounts. I don’t know what happens next. I 
don’t know how it will affect the truckers. I understand that hackers went into one of the 
accounts. Was it hackers or was it the government?" she said.
The Canadian truckers have so far raised almost $9 million. Last Thursday, Canada’s Superior 
Court of Justice issued an order to block the organizers of the Freedom Convoy 2022 and 
Adopt-a-Trucker from access to donations, Canada’s Globe and Mail reported.
Fay said she has usually been a spectator at rallies and similar activities and certainly did not 
expect that she would be in the position of co-founding this organization.
"Here, I am a co-founder. Nothing I did before was to this extent," she added. "I’m originally from 
New York and I’ve lived in Tennessee for the past three years. \Ne have all these freedoms 
there. I had no idea I had lost so many of my freedoms. We don't have major lockdowns like 
DC. This is not about vaccines. \Afe can talk about that another day. This is about the overreach 
of this government, the rules, the lockdowns, the demands... we all want freedom."
Fay said she has no desire to go to \Afeshington, DC.
"I’ve seen enough of D.C. to never want to go back there, but I want to shut it down by blocking 
the arteries leading into the city," she said. "What am I hoping for? I’m hoping for something 
more miraculous: for American unity. America is really divided by race, religion, sex, education." 
Politicians drive those divides, she added.
"But we have more in common than differences. I want us to unite," Fay said. "This was a 
grassroots effort with American patriots. It was a collaborative effort. We all want freedom." 
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Blinken to Meet With German, French, UK Counterparts in Munich on Friday - State Dept. 
WASHINGTON, February 18 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken during the 
Munich Security Conference on Friday will have bilateral and multilateral meetings with his 
French, UK, German, and Qatari counterparts, according to the State Department.
"Blinken meets with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, German Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock, and UK Foreign Secretary Elizabeth Truss in Munich, Germany," the State 
Department said on Thursday.
Blinken will also have bilateral meetings with his French, German, and Qatari counterparts 
throughout the day on the margins of the conference, according to the State Department.
Blinken will be alongside US Vice President Kama la Harris and US Ambassador to NATO 
Julianne Smith in Munich. Harris is scheduled to have a meeting with NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg and a joint meeting with the leaders of Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia to 
discuss the Ukraine crisis, according to a senior US administration official.
On Saturday, Harris will have bilateral meetings with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, the official said. Harris' meeting with Zelenskyy will include 
talks about the United States providing economic and security assistance to Ukraine, the official 
said.
The United Nations Security Council convened on Thursday to address concerns in the region. 
Blinken made a last-minute appearance to give remarks on the matter, calling for a diplomatic 
solution to the crisis.
The Russian side emphasized at the UN Security Council meeting that the United States and its 
NATO allies must address Moscow's security concerns in the region, which includes limiting the 
alliance's expansion to the East near Russia's borders.
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Biden to Host Meeting With Key Allies on Friday to Discuss Ukraine - Ottawa 
(Updates with background in paras 3-6)
WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will host a meeting with major 
allies on Friday to discuss the latest developments in the Ukraine-Russia crisis, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau's office said in a statement.
"The Prime Minister will participate in a meeting hosted by the President of the United States of 
America, Joe Biden, with the leaders of France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Romania, the United 
Kingdom, the European Union, and NATO, to discuss Ukraine," Trudeau's office said on 
Thursday.
The meeting will take place amid reports of shelling in the Donbas region.
Earlier in the day, the breakaway Donetsk and Luhansk People's Republics said that the 
Ukrainian armed forces opened fire on their positions. The Ukrainian security forces also 
reported a sharp increase in the number of ceasefire violations in Donbas. They further claimed 
that the LPR forces hit a kindergarten in a settlement on the territory controlled by Kiev, calling it 
a terrorist attack on Ukraine.
The United Nations Security Council convened on Thursday to address concerns in the region. 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken made a last-minute appearance to give remarks on the 
matter, calling for a diplomatic solution to the crisis.
The Russian side emphasized at the UN Security Council meeting that the United States and its 
NATO allies must address Moscow's security concerns in the region, which includes limiting the 
alliance's expansion to the East near Russia's borders.
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Biden to Host Meeting Wth Key Allies on Friday to Discuss Ukraine - Ottawa

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will host a meeting with major 
allies on Friday to discuss the latest developments in the Ukraine-Russia crisis, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau's office said in a statement.
"The Prime Minister will participate in a meeting hosted by the President of the United States of 
America, Joe Biden, with the leaders of France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Romania, the United 
Kingdom, the European Union, and NATO, to discuss Ukraine," Trudeau's office said on 
Thursday.
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US Jury Convicts Ex-Nanotech Firm CEO in Breathalyzer Cancer Fraud Scheme - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - A US federal jury convicted the founder and former 
CEO of a nanotechnology company for falsely claiming his company had developed a 
breathalyzer to detect cancer, the Department of Justice said in a press release.
"James Jeremy Barbera defrauded investors out of $8.6 Million by falsely claiming his company 
developed a breathalyzer device to detect cancer," the release said on Thursday.
Barbera was convicted following a one-week federal jury trial in New York City. The jury 
convicted him of three counts: securities fraud, wire fraud, and conspiracy, the Justice 
Department said.
"From at least in or about 2013 through in or about 2020, Barbera and others perpetrated a 
scheme to defraud dozens of investors out of at least approximately $8.4 million by soliciting 
investments through false and misleading statements, by failing to use investors’ funds as 
promised, and by converting investors’ money to his own use," the release said.
Barbera lied to investors about his company’s technology and stole millions of dollars of investor 
funds intended for research and development. He then tried to cover up his misconduct by 
providing false financial information to investors and the company’s board of directors, US 
Attorney Damian Williams said.
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Biden Reviews Russian Diplomacy, Deterrence With Italian Prime Minister - White House

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden reviewed over the telephone 
the diplomatic and deterrence efforts related to the Russian military buildup near Ukraine with 
Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, the White House said in a readout of the call.
"The leaders reviewed ongoing diplomatic and deterrence efforts in response to Russia’s 
continued military build-up on Ukraine’s borders,” the White House said on Thursday.
Biden and Draghi also reaffirmed their commitment to Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, as well as their readiness to impose severe economic costs on Russia if it invades 
Ukraine, the White House added.
Russia continues to deny accusations that it intends to invade Ukraine and has warned that 
NATO's activities close to Russia's borders and it plans to expand further eastward represent a 
direct threat to its national security.
The meeting between the two leaders took place amid reports from a source within the Italian 
Council of Ministers that Draghi will meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the end of 
February.
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US Senate Passes Bill to Avert Government Shutdown, Sends to Biden

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The US Senate passed a short-term spending bill to 
keep the federal government operating through March 11.
The US Senate passed the measure on Thursday with a 65-27 vote, sending it to President Joe 
Biden's desk to be signed into law.
US government funding is set to expire at midnight on Friday.
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US Envoy to UN Says Room for Diplomacy Absolutely Exists to Resolve Ukraine-Russia Crisis

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The United States believes there is still room for 
diplomacy to resolve the Ukraine-Russia crisis, US Ambassador to the United Nations Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield said.
"Absolutely," Thomas-Greenfield said during an NBC News interview on Thursday when asked if 
there is still room for discussions to resolve the crisis. "We've also made clear that we will not 
discuss Ukraine without Ukraine or Europe without Europe being at the table. The possibilities 
of a diplomatic solution are there, the Russians just have to accept that possibility and choose 
diplomacy over confrontation."
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Biinken Voices Deep Concern of Yemen Civilian Casualties to UN Special Envoy - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Biinken has voiced 
"deep concern” over the latest rise in civilian casualties in Yemen to the UN Special Envoy Hans 
Grundberg charged with seeking an end to the conflict, State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said in a readout.
“Biinken spoke today with UN Special Envoy for Yemen Hans Grundberg,” Price said on 
Thursday. "The Secretary expressed deep concern with the uptick in civilian casualties in 
Yemen as well as the region and condemned attacks by all parties that lead to escalation in 
Yemen."
Biinken emphasized that there is an urgent need for de-escalation and for all parties to abide by 
their obligations under international humanitarian law, including those obligations related to the 
protection of civilians, the readout said.
"The Secretary communicated his support for the U N Special Envoy’s ongoing efforts to develop 
an inclusive political framework and reiterated that justice and accountability will be key to 
securing an enduring peace in Yemen,” the readout added.
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Blinken also welcomed collaboration to advance a durable resolution that would end the conflict 
and create the space for Yemenis to collectively determine their own future. He reiterated that 
resolving the conflict in Yemen remained a top US foreign policy priority, according to the 
readout.
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US Lacks Maritime Sealift to Support Navy in Conflict With China - Pacific Fleet Head

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The commander of the US Pacific Fleet is "not 
satisfied" with the current maritime cargo ship capacity to support logistics in the event of war 
and/or full scale operations in the Indo-Pacific region, Adm. Samuel Paparo said.
“Maritime Sealift Command is an incredibly capable force and we don’t have enough,” Paparo 
told the AFCEA/US Naval Institute WEST 2022 Conference in San Diego. “We are going to 
need a ton of non-gray hole [private sector] merchant capabilities to operate in this arc of 
contested capabilities. I am not satisfied: I will never be satisfied."
Paparo cautioned that US procurement would have to be rapidly expanded to create a much 
larger logistics reserve force that could be quickly activated in the event of crises or conflicts in 
the Indo-Pacific region.
"Is the start-up current going to be there? The Jones Act and our domestic shipbuilding 
capability [are] going to have to kick in top high gear if we're going to meet this threat,” he said. 
The Jones Act requires that goods shipped to US ports be transported on vessels that are built, 
owned and operated by US citizens or permanent residents.
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Canada Civil Liberties Group Taking Trudeau Government to Court Over Emergency 
Declaration
(Adds changes throughout; details, background in paras 3-10)
TORONTO, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA) is taking 
the government of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to court over its decision to invoke the 
Emergencies Act in response to the mass peaceful protests against the COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates.
"The Canadian Civil Liberties Association has spoken out loudly against this declaration and 
today we have our own announcement: We are taking the government of Canada to court," 
CCLA executive director and general counsel, Noa Mendelsohn Aviv, told a news conference on 
Thursday.
On Monday, the government of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau invoked the Emergencies Act, 
which became law in 1985 and is defined as an "urgent and critical situation of a temporary
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nature" that threatens the ability of the government to preserve the sovereignty, security and 
territorial integrity of Canada and endangers the lives, health and safety of citizens.
Abby Deshman, director of the CCLA’s Criminal Justice Program, said the Act grants the 
executive branch "extraordinary powers" and stressed that the high legal threshold to invoke it 
has not been met.
CCLA’s Criminal Justice Program’s director emphasized that Canada has seen an assortment of 
contentious protests, including the riots at the 2010 G20 Summit in Toronto, however, none of 
them have required emergency declarations.
Deshman also dismissed Trudeau government’s assertion that the Emergencies Act would be 
"geographically targeted," saying that the declaration applies country-wide, including in 
provinces that asked to be removed from the order.
The CCLA's announcement follows the Canadian Constitution Foundation’s (CCF), which stated 
its intent to also challenge the Emergencies Act declaration earlier in the day.
The declaration has been met with considerable backlash, with accusations of government 
overreach abound.
Furthermore, the deputy director of the country’s financial intelligence unit has testified before 
the parliamentary public safety committee that the demonstrations have not been identified as 
ideologically-motivated violent extremism and the agency tasked with monitoring financial 
operations has not witnessed a "spike in suspicious transaction reporting."
The wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and 
other demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates 
for truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an 
anti-government demonstration, with various groups uniting in opposition of Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.
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US Congressional Study Shows Inequities Continue Restricting Economic Growth for Blacks

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Inequities in income, education and health have 
harmed Black workers in the United States and continue restricting a path toward strong 
economic growth, a new congressional report revealed.
"In addition to directly harming Black workers and families, the effects of discrimination and 
inequities in income, wealth, health and education restrict the pathways to stronger and 
broad-based economic growth," JEC Chairman Don Beyer said in a press release 
accompanying the report on Thursday. "We have before us a blueprint of the work we must do 
to build a more inclusive economy that values and honors the work of Black Americans."
The report, issued by the JEC along with the Congressional Black Caucus, said there is a 
persistence of structural and economic barriers facing Black workers and families that produce 
disparities across a broad range of socioeconomic indicators and outcomes.
Black progress is leavened by historical disparities in intergenerational wealth transfers, asset 
ownership, unemployment and wages. The report said white households have eight times the
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wealth of Black households, while Black households earn just 62 cents for every dollar earned 
by white households.
In addition, African Americans consistently experience unemployment rates that are nearly twice 
that of white Americans. Meanwhile, the analysis shows that since the 1980s, Black child 
poverty rates have been cut by nearly half, while the share of African Americans living below 
poverty has reached the lowest levels since federal data collection began in 1959.
Lastly, the Black-white racial gap in high school graduation has nearly disappeared because 
high school completion rates have risen significantly, as evidenced in 2019, when less than 6 
percent of Black high school students dropped out of high school.
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Canadian Police Plan to Take ‘Imminent’ Action Against Protesters in Ottawa - Chief 
(Updates with more details, background in paras 4-8)
TORONTO, February 17 (Sputnik) - Canadian law enforcement agencies are preparing to take 
"imminent" action against participants in the Freedom Convoy protests in Ottawa, who demand 
the government scrap COVID-19 vaccine mandates, interim Ottawa Police Chief Steve Bell 
said.
"We’ve been bolstering our resources, developing clear plans and preparing to take action. The 
action is imminent,” Bell told a news conference on Thursday.
The Ottawa Police Service (OPS) will be assisted by the country’s federal police force, the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and other law 
enforcement agencies from Ontario and Quebec, Bell said.
Bell, who is just days into his tenure as chief following the resignation of former head, Peter 
Sloly, said law enforcement is in direct communications with protesters and wants to see a safe 
and peaceful end to the demonstrations, which the federal, provincial and municipal government 
have deemed illegal.
As part of the push to clear protesters out, the law enforcement agencies are setting up a 
security perimeter around the Ottawa downtown core with more than 100 checkpoints, where 
only those with specific business in the area will be allowed.
Bell warned protesters that protesters have one last opportunity to leave the site at their own 
will.
However, the police chief would not provide a time line for when law enforcement hopes to clear 
downtown Ottawa of protesters.
The wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and 
other demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates 
for truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an 
anti-government demonstration, with various groups uniting in opposition of Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.
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New York Judge Orders Trump, Adult Children to Be Questioned Over Businesses - Ruling 
(Updates with comment, more details and background in paras 4-7)
NEW YORK, February 17 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump and his adult 
daughter and son must answer questions by the New York attorney general and her office over 
business dealings of the Trump Organization, a New York Judge Arthur Engoron ruled.
"Upon the foregoing documents, it is hereby ordered that the motion by respondents Donald J. 
Trump, Ivanka and Donald Trump, Jr. to quash subpoenas issued by the petitioner is denied, 
and petitioner’s cross-motion to compel is granted," Engoron wrote in his ruling on Thursday. 
New York Attorney General Letitia James and her office have subpoenaed to question Trump 
and his two adult children following investigations into whether the Trump Organization, which 
represents the family’s business interests, had illegally inflated the value of its assets to obtain 
loans beyond merit.
James lauded Judge Engoron’s ruling in a message she posted on the social media platform 
Twitter.
“No one will be permitted to stand in the way of the pursuit of justice, no matter how powerful 
they are,” James said, referring to attempts by Trump and his allies to cite executive privilege to 
not answer her questions.
Judge Engoron’s ruling came a day after the accounting firm for the Trump Organization, 
Mazars sent a letter to the former president informing him they could no longer back financial 
statements prepared for his private businesses. The letter was used by James to back her 
argument that the Trump Organization had engaged in “fraudulent or misleading” practices in 
the valuation of its assets.
Trump has indicated that he will run again in the 2024 presidential election, although it is not 
known what impact the case brought against the Trump Organization will have on his chances 
of doing that.
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US Officials Discuss With Saudis Global Energy Security, Likely Disruptions - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US Coordinator for the Middle East and North Africa 
Brett McGurk and State Department Special Envoy for Energy Affairs Amos Hochstein met with 
Saudi officials in Riyadh this week to discuss global energy security concerns with respect to 
supply disruptions that may occur if the Ukraine situation escalates, National Security Council 
spokesperson Emily Horne said.
"In Saudi Arabia, State Department Special Envoy for Energy Affairs Amos Hochstein joined Mr. 
McGurk to discuss a collaborative approach to managing potential market pressures stemming 
from a possible Russian invasion of Ukraine," Horne said in a press release on Thursday.
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Tensions around Ukraine escalated in recent months, with the United States and the European 
Union raising concerns over Russian military buildup at the border with Ukraine and NATO allies 
boosting military support for Kiev.
Russia has repeatedly dismissed allegations of intending to attack any country, including 
Ukraine, and has warned NATO's plans to expand further eastward poses a direct threat to its 
national security while hampering efforts toward peaceful resolution of the Ukraine crisis.
US media reported earlier that the United States and its European partners have a sanctions 
package ready to impose on Russia should a military escalation occur in Ukraine.
These anti-Russia sanctions would target major Russian banks but would not target the 
country's energy sector or kick off Russia from the SWIFT financial system, according to the 
reports.
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\Na\\ Street Plunges Again on Rollercoaster Ride Amid Escalating Russia-Ukraine Tensions

NEW YORK, February 17 (Sputnik) - US stocks plunged anew following a one-session reprieve 
from a three-day rout, as the escalating Russia-Ukraine conflict led to fears that the possibility of 
war might be very real.
The three major US stock indices - The Dow Jones Industrial Average, the S&P 500 and the 
Nasdaq Composite - fell between 1.8% and 3.9% on Thursday.
Just on Wednesday, the indices rose between 1.2% and 2.5% on signs that Russia had pulled 
back some of its armaments from the Ukraine border.
But on Thursday, tensions rose again as the United States and its NATO partners accused 
Russia of just waiting for the right moment to invade Ukraine and creating all sorts of pretexts to 
achieve that. Moscow, on its part, said Washgington and other Western allies of Ukraine were 
basically worsening the conflict and trying to bait it into an act of aggression it did not wish.
"Wall Street is feeling very jittery as it looks to the left and sees intensifying geopolitical risks 
with the Ukraine situation," Ed Moya, analyst at online trading platform OANDA said, adding that 
the market was also weighed down by fears of aggressive rate hikes by the Federal Reserve to 
counter soaring US inflation.
At the close, the mostly industrial stocks-based Dow index was down 1.8% on the day and 5.6% 
for the year.
The S&P 500, which groups the top 500 US stocks, was off 2.1% on the day and 8.1% for the 

year.
Nasdaq, made of highly-valued tech stocks such as Face book, Amazon, Apple, Nasdaq and 
Google, led losses, with a 2.9% drop on the day and 12.3% slump for 2022.
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Top US General Discusses European Security With UK, Latvia Defense Chiefs - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Mark Milley 
discussed the current security situation in Eastern Europe amid the Ukraine crisis with the 
defense chiefs from the United Kingdom, Estonia and Latvia, Joint Staff spokesperson Col.
Dave Butler said.
"Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark A. Milley spoke with United Kingdom's Chief of 
the Defense Staff Adm. Sir Tony Radakin today by phone," Butler said in a press release on 
Thursday. "The military leaders continued ongoing discussions of the regional security 
environment."
Milley also had separate telephone discussions on Thursday with Estonia’s Defense Chief Lt. 
Gen. Martin Herem and Latvia’s Defense Chief Lt. Gen. Leonids Kalnins about the security 
environment in the Baltic region and Eastern Europe, yj the release said.
Milley has been in constant contact with several counterparts in Europe, including Ukraine, over 
the last several days to consult on security concerns in Eastern Europe.
Tensions around Ukraine have escalated in recent months, with the United States and its allies 
accusing Russia of a military buildup on the border with Ukrainian in preparation for an 
invasion.
Russia has said it does not plan to attack any country, including Ukraine, but reserves the right 
to move its troops on its sovereign territory as it sees fit. Moreover, Russia has warned that 
NATO's plans to expand further eastward represent a direct threat to its national security and 
the Western military activities hamper efforts to find a peaceful solution to the Ukraine crisis.
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Canada Civil Liberties Group Taking Trudeau Government to Court Over Emergency 
Declaration

TORONTO, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA) is taking 
the government of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to court over its decision to invoke the 
Emergencies Act in response to the mass peaceful protests against the COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates.
"The Canadian Civil Liberties Association has spoken out loudly against this declaration and 
today we have our own announcement: We are taking the government of Canada to court,” a 
CCLA spokesperson told a news conference on Thursday.
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Canadian Police Plan to Take ‘Imminent’ Action Against Protesters in Ottawa - Chief
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TORONTO, February 17 (Sputnik) - Canadian law enforcement agencies are preparing to take 
"imminent" action against participants in the Freedom Convoy protests in Ottawa, who demand 
the government scrap COVID-19 vaccine mandates, interim Ottawa Police Chief Steve Bell 
said.
"We’ve been bolstering our resources, developing clear plans and preparing to take action. The 
action is imminent,” Bell told a news conference on Thursday.
The Ottawa Police Service (OPS) will be assisted by the country’s federal police force, the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and other law 
enforcement agencies from Ontario and Quebec, Beil said.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) -

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS
* The people’s militia of the Luhansk People’s Republic (LPR) is recording the arrival of foreign 
media in the Kiev-controlled part of Donbas, aiming to support the offensive operation of the 
Ukrainian security forces, LPR military spokesman Ivan Filiponenko told reporters on Thursday.
* The Donetsk People's Republic (DPR) military was forced to respond to fire by the Ukrainian 
security forces and destroy their firing points, DPR military spokesman Eduard Basurin said.
* Statements about Russia's alleged plans to attack Ukraine, including those by US President 
Joe Biden, escalate the situation, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told Sputnik.
* OSCE monitors recorder 500 explosions along the contact line in Donbas between 
Wednesday evening and 9:20 GMT on Thursday, the chairman of the OSCE Special Monitoring 
Mission to Ukraine told the UN Security Council.

UN SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON UKRAINE
* The United States' and NATO's responses to Russia's security guarantees proposals in 
Eastern Europe were not satisfactory, but Moscow stands ready to engage in serious dialogue, 
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin said on Thursday.
* Ukraine is always ready to enter negotiations with Russia, Ukrainian Ambassador to the 
United Nations Sergiy Kyslytsya told reporters.
* The EU member states in a joint statement read at the UN Security Council reiterated their 
support for sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine and called for the full implementation 
of the Minsk accords.
* Vershinin told a UN Security Council meeting that Russia expects the United States to 
carefully review Moscow's written response to the security guarantees proposals in Europe.
* US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that he arrived to the United Nations not to start a 
war in Ukraine but to prevent one.
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* The United Nations calls on all parties to the crisis in eastern Ukraine to avoid any unilateral 
measures that would violate the Minsk Agreements, Under-Secretary-General for Political 
Affairs Rosemary DiCarlo told a UN Security Council meeting.

WESTERN TROOPS MOVEMENTS IN EUROPE
* The United Kingdom will begin the transfer of troops and equipment to Estonia later on 
Thursday, the UK Defence Ministry said.
* Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said that Ukraine does not need “soldiers under 
foreign flags’’ on its territory when commenting on the West’s readiness to assist Kiev.
* The United States is relocating some troops from Germany to Bulgaria for joint training and 
better interoperability, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said.

US-RUSSIA DIPLOMATIC DISPUTE
* Moscow ordered US Deputy Chief of Mission Bart Gorman to leave Russia in response to 
Washington's expulsion of the Russian embassy's minister-counselor, Russia's Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on Thursday.
* The mass expulsion of diplomats and the "visa war" with the United States is not Russia's 
choice, Zakharova said.
* The United States considers Russia’s expulsion of the deputy chief of the US mission to be an 
"escalatory step" and is weighing a response, a State Department spokesperson told Sputnik.

RUSSIA'S SECURITY GUARANTEES PROPOSALS
* The United States has ignored the fact that Russian proposals on security guarantees came 
as package and chose to discuss only "convenient" issues, the Russian Foreign Ministry said on 
Thursday.
* The United States has received Russia's response to security proposals in Eastern Europe, a 
senior State Department official told Sputnik.
* Russia expects from the United States and NATO specific proposals on non-expansion of the 
alliance to the east, the Russian Foreign Ministry said.
* Russia insists on withdrawal of the United States forces from Central and Eastern Europe, the 
Foreign Ministry said on Thursday in its response to the US on security guarantees.
* The Western countries want to focus only on the parts of Russia's security proposals that suit 
their interests, but Moscow will continue to negotiate all aspects mentioned there, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said.

JAPAN-RUSSIA TALKS
* Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said that he stressed the importance of diplomacy in 
reducing tensions around Ukraine during his phone conversation with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Thursday.
* Putin informed Kishida about the work on security guarantees and Moscow’s stance on the 
Ukraine crisis during a phone conversation, the Kremlin said.
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US to Prosecute Individuals, Businesses Exploiting Supply Chain Disruptions- Justice Dept.

WASHINTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US law enforcement authorities are teaming up to detect 
and prosecute individuals and businesses who may exploit supply chain disruptions to engage 
in "collusive conduct,” the Justice Department said in a press release on Thursday.
"While many individuals and businesses across various sectors in the economy have responded 
and will continue to respond to supply chain disruptions caused by the pandemic with laudable 
ingenuity - bringing goods to communities in need, expanding existing capacity and developing 
products and services to meet new needs - others may seek to use supply chain disruptions as 
a cover for collusive schemes,” the release said.
The Justice Department acknowledged that the United States and other countries worldwide 
have encountered considerable challenges because of supply chain disruptions triggered by the 
coronavirus pandemic measures that have resulted n runaway inflation.
However, the Justice Department warned that anyone who attempts to exploit weaknesses in 
supply chain disruptions for their own illegal gain, will be subject to investigation and 
prosecution for criminal violations of the antitrust laws.
The prosecutions will also include situations concerning agreements between individuals and 
businesses to fix prices or wages, rig bids or allocate markets, the release said.
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Oklahoma Executes Man by Lethal Injection for 2005 Murders ~ State Attorney General

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The US state of Oklahoma has executed multiple 
murderer Gilbert Ray Posteile almost 17 years after he committed his crimes, state Attorney 
General John O'Connor announced on Thursday.
"The state’s execution of Gilbert Posteile was carried out with zero complications at 10:15 am 
this morning," O’Connor said in a Twitter message. "Justice is now served for Amy Wright, 
James Alderson, Terry Smith, Donnie Swindle and the people of Oklahoma."
Posteile, 35, was executed by lethal injection at Oklahoma State Penitentiary in McAlister, 
Oklahoma for killing four people with an AK-47 automatic rifle after being told to do it by his 
father in 2005 when he was 19. He told a clemency hearing in December he had been a 
methamphetamine addict since he was 13.
In the killings, Posteile and his brother David shot so many bullets into Swindle that the victim's 
mother could not identify the body. Wright and Alderson were shot in the back as they attempted 
to escape the killing spree.
Postelle’s father Earl had suffered brain injuries in a motorcycle accident and mistakenly blamed 
Swindle for them. He was declared mentally incompetent and died years ago, according to
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published reports. Postelle's execution was the fourth in Oklahoma since October when a 
seven-year moratorium on executions ended.
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New York Judge Orders Trump, Adult Children to Be Questioned Over Businesses - Ruling

NEW YORK, February 17 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump and his adult 
daughter and son must answer questions by the New York attorney general and her office over 
business dealings of the Trump Organization, a New York judge ruled on Thursday.
"Upon the foregoing documents, it is hereby ordered that the motion by respondents Donald J. 
Trump, Ivanka and Donald Trump, Jr. to quash subpoenas issued by the petitioner is denied, 
and petitioner’s cross-motion to compel is granted," Judge Arthur Engoron wrote in his ruling. 
New York Attorney General Letitia James and her office have subpoenaed to question Trump 
and his two adult children following investigations into whether the Trump Organization, which 
represents the family’s business interests, had illegally inflated the value of its assets to obtain 
loans beyond merit.
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US Weekly Jobless Benefits Rise First Time in 4 Weeks - Labor Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US jobless claims rose for the first time in four weeks, 
according to weekly data from the Labor Department on Thursday that suggested fresh 
challenges for policymakers in maintaining a fluid growth for jobs amid recovery from the 
coronavirus pandemic.
"In the week ending February 12, the advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was 
248,000, an increase of 23,000 from the previous week's revised level," the Labor Department 
said in a statement.
Claims had dropped in three previous weeks, continuing the recovery in the job market, which 
collapsed shortly after the COVID-19 outbreak in March 2020.
Economists polled by US media had expected claims to average 218,000 last week.
"The data is a bit weaker than expectations, but still near lower levels," economist Greg 
Michalowski said on the Forexlive platform. "So no panic in the jobs reports."
US unemployment reached a record high of 14.8% in April 2020 but fell to 3.9% in January, just 
below the 4% that the Federal Reserve defines as "maximum employment."
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DC Mayor's Job Approval Drops as Residents' Concerns About Crime Up - Poll

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The job approval rating of V\feshington, DC Mayor 
Muriel Bowser has dropped to 58%, nine points down from her score in the first year of her 
current tenure in 2019, as she seeks a third term in office in the November election, a 
Washington Post poll said on Thursday.
Thirty-seven percent of Washington residents disapprove of Bowser’s performance as head of 
the US capital since January 2, 2015.
In 2019 and 2017 Post polls, a 67% majority approved of Bowser's job. In November 2019 only 
every fifth resident expressed frustration over her job.
Now over one third of residents call crime and gun violence a major problem in the city, which is 
twice more than in 2019, the findings show. Other issues, such as housing, coronavirus, poverty 
and economy, are bothering Washingtonians significantly less, according to the survey.
However, almost half of residents said the city is developing in the right direction.
The poll was conducted on February 2-14 among a random sample of 904 city residents.
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US Senators Launch Bipartisan Working Group to Examine Federal Prison Conditions

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US Senators Jon Ossof and Mike Braun on 
Wednesday said they launched a working group to scrutinize conditions of incarcerated 
individuals in America’s federal prisons and propose ways to protect human rights and promote 
transparency in the embattled system.
"Sen. @ossoff and @SenatorBraun today launched the bipartisan Senate Prison Policy Working 
Group to examine conditions of incarceration in US Federal prisons, protect human rights, and 
promote transparency," Ossoffs office said in one among a series of tweets.
The working group will develop policies and proposals to strengthen oversight of the federal 
prison system and improve communication between the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP), 
Congress, and other stakeholders.
"The group will aim to improve the safety and well-being of incarcerated people and staff, 
reduce recidivism rates, and promote transparency within the prison system.
In another tweet, Ossof described America’s prisons and jails as "horrifically dysfunctional," 
adding they are too often sites where brutality and criminality are commonplace and pervasive. 
He said the working group will identify and advance solutions to these myriad problems which 
include staff misconduct, criminal activity, rampant corruption, the sexual abuse of women and 
other issues.
Braun said in a tweet that with his state housing the Federal Corrections Complex in Terre 
Haute, he is pleased to join his colleague in forming the group to develop bipartisan ideas to 
improve the safety and well-being of BOP staff and those they supervise.
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Earlier this month, Ossoff and Braun partnered with Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
Rand Paul, Krysten Sinema and Mike Lee to introduce legislation that would increase federal 
oversight and accountability of America's federal prison system by making the BOP Director a 
Senate-confirmed position.
And in October last year, the Senate passed Ossoff’s bipartisan Prison Camera Reform Act of 
2021, which will require the Bureau of Prisons to see to it that all correctional facilities have the 
security camera coverage necessary to protect the civil rights and safety of incarcerated people 
and staff.
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Canada Banks Begin Freezing Accounts of Protesters Amid Emergency Order - Freeland

TORONTO, February 17 (Sputnik) - Canadian financial institutions have begun freezing the 
accounts of protesters involved in anti-government demonstrations in Ottawa and across the 
country, Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland said on Thursday.
On Monday, the government of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau invoked the Emergencies Act, 
which allowed it to grant Canadian financial institutions authorization to temporarily cease 
providing financial services in instances where the provider suspects that an account is being 
used to fund the protests.
"Information is now being shared by law enforcement with Canada’s financial institutions. 
Financial service providers have already taken action based on that information," Freeland told 
a news conference in Ottawa.
The Emergencies Act, which became law in 1985, is defined as an "urgent and critical situation 
of a temporary nature" that threatens the ability of the government to preserve the sovereignty, 
security and territorial integrity of Canada and endangers the lives, health and safety of citizens. 
The declaration has been met with considerable backlash, as multiple civil liberties 
organizations, including the Canadian Civil Liberties Association, premiers and political parties 
have decried the decision as government overreach, arguing that the threshold for what serves 
as a trigger for the act has not been met.
Furthermore, the deputy director of the country’s financial intelligence unit has testified before 
the parliamentary public safety committee that the demonstrations have not been identified as 
ideologically-motivated violent extremism and the agency tasked with monitoring financial 
operations has not witnessed a "spike in suspicious transaction reporting."
The wave of protests across Canada began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and 
other demonstrators converging upon Ottawa to express strong opposition to vaccine mandates 
for truckers crossing the US-Canada border. The protest has since evolved into an 
anti-government demonstration, with various groups uniting in opposition of Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/18/2022 10:50:06 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/18/2022 10:50:06 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Republicans Send Letter Backing Canada Trucker Protest, Urge Biden to Lift Vaccine Mandate

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US House Republicans on Thursday sent a letter to 
President Joe Biden expressing support for truckers protesting COVID-19 vaccine mandates in 
Canada and urging him to work with the Canadian government to lift them.
"Today, I led 63 [House Republican] colleagues in support of the truckers protesting COVID-19 
vaccine mandates, and urging Joe Biden to work with Canada to lift the mandates on essential 
travel at the border. Truckers are the lifeblood of our nation - they deserve better," Rep. Matt 
Rosendale said via Twitter.
Rosendale alongside colleagues including Representatives Elise Stefanik, Andy Biggs and 
Lauren Boebert expressed concern over the vaccine mandate’s effect on the United States’ 
supply chain.
The mandates impact access to Canadian agricultural products on which US farmers and 
ranchers rely, and disrupts the transport of essential products such as Canadian fuel to heat 
homes in northern states, the letter said.
The wave of protests began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and other demonstrators 
converging on Ottawa to demand the government scrap the COVID-19 vaccine mandates. The 
protests have since gathered diverse groups of citizens and evolved into a broader 
demonstration against the Trudeau government.
The Canadian government has condemned the protests as "illegal" and an "occupation," 
granting itself additional powers under the Emergencies Act to deal with the demonstrations.
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US New Home Construction Down First Time in 4 Months in January - Commerce Dept

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Construction of new homes in the United States fell in 
January, according to data from the US Commerce Department on Thursday that showed 
builders pausing for the first time in four months as lumber prices shot up.
Housing starts, a measure of homebuilding, decreased 4.1% in January compared with 
December, to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1.638 million. The decrease was the first 
monthly dip since the end of September.
Prices of lumber, a key ingredient in homebuilding, rallied 39% back-to-back in November and 
December, although they declined 15% in January. The commodity resumed its rally in 
February, rising 32% month-to-date.
Economists polled by US media had expected a decline of just around 0.7% on the average for 
January.
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While the sharper-than-expected drop jolted some, others remained positive that the pace of 
growth in the residential market was far from over.
"It's going to be a very busy construction season,” economist Adam Button said in a post on 
ForexLive, referring to the latest housing starts.
Dire housing shortages in the United States since the financial crisis of 2007-2008 and last 
year’s coronavirus pandemic measures have led to a scramble among first-time home buyers, 
triggering record high prices.
To compound the problem, the Federal Reserve is expected to raise interest rates by as many 
as five to seven times this year to curb inflation growing at its fastest pace in four decades. That 
has worsened the race among first-time buyers of homes eager to lock in before the rate hikes 
kick in.
Sales of new homes in the United States shot up by 12% in December from a month earlier as 
prospective buyers flocked to the property market ahead of the impending interest rate hike.
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US Adds AliExpress, \AfeChat Among 42 Names on Piracy Markets List - Trade Representative

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The United States has added 42 new online markets 
and 35 physical ones to its annual counterfeit and piracy list, including the China-based 
Alibaba’s AliExpress and WeChat’s e-commerce platforms, the Office of the US Trade 
Representative (USTR) said on Thursday.
"The 2021 Notorious Markets List also identifies 42 online markets and 35 physical markets that 
are reported to engage in or facilitate substantial trademark counterfeiting or copyright piracy," 
the USTR said in a statement. "This includes identifying for the first time AliExpress and the 
WeChat e-commerce ecosystem, two significant China-based online markets that reportedly 
facilitate substantial trademark counterfeiting."
The USTR said it had maintained other China-based online markets such as Baidu Wangpan, 
DHGate, Pinduoduo and Taobao added to the list previously, along with nine physical Chinese 
markets known to manufacture, distribute and sell counterfeit goods.
In the case of Alibaba's AliExpress, the USTR acknowledged the platform’s reputation for 
having "some of the best anti-counterfeiting processes and systems in the e-commerce 
industry."
"Although these efforts are laudable, this year, right holders have noted a significant increase in 
counterfeit goods being offered for sale on AliExpress, including goods that are blatantly 
advertised as counterfeit and goods that are falsely advertised as genuine," the statement said. 
"Right holders also report a vast increase in the number of sellers offering counterfeit goods. 
Alibaba notes that AliExpress sellers must provide a business license in order to sell on the 
platform, but these sellers apparently are not sufficiently vetted to ensure that they will not be 
selling counterfeit goods."
Another key concern of right holders is that known sellers of counterfeit goods on AliExpress 
remain prevalent, "purportedly due in part to the lenient seller penalty system and a removal
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process that does not deter sellers from continuing to offer counterfeit goods", the statement 
said.
In the case of \AfeChat, the platform is viewed as one of the largest for counterfeit goods' sales 
in China, with more than 1.2 billion active users around the world in 2021, despite its 
self-description as a "social communication tool and information publishing platform", the 
statement said.
"Of particular concern, however, is the e-commerce ecosystem that seamlessly functions within 
the overall WeChat platform and facilitates the distribution and sale of counterfeit products," the 
statement said. "For example, sellers of counterfeit goods are allegedly directing potential 
buyers to their counterfeit product offerings by advertising on WeChat through livestreams, the 
Moments feature, the Channels feature, and other communication portals that are available to 
all users such as scanning of QR codes at physical stores."
Based on data compiled by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, the 
volume of international trade in counterfeit and pirated products in 2019 amounted to as much 
as $464 billion, or 2.5% of world trade.
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Biden Moves to Lift Trump-Era Restrictions on Public Benefits for Immigrants

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has proposed removing 
Trump-era hurdles that restrict non-citizens from accessing public health benefits and other 
government services, the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said in a press release 
on Thursday.
"Under the proposed rule, DHS proposes to define ‘likely at any time to become a public charge’ 
as likely to become primarily dependent on the government for subsistence,’" the release said. 
The proposed rule change would provide fair and humane treatment for noncitizens requesting 
admission to the United States and also apply to noncitizens who are applying for lawful 
permanent residence from within the United States, the DHS added.
"Under this proposed rule, we will return to the historical understanding of the term ‘public 
charge’ and individuals will not be penalized for choosing to access the health benefits and 
other supplemental government services available to them," Secretary for Homeland Security 
Alejandro Mayorkas said in the release.
In 2019, the Trump administration expanded the interpretation of the term "public charge" and 
the types of public benefits considered, causing many noncitizens to be fearful of accessing 
benefits that Congress intended them to have, including children in mixed-status households, 
the DHS said.
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Canada Says Wbrking to Deliver Lethal Munitions to Ukraine 'as Quickly as Possible’

TORONTO, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Canadian government is working to deliver an 
allotment of lethal munitions to Ukraine as soon as possible, Defense Minister Anita Anand said 
on Thursday.
On Monday, the Canadian government has approved lethal military aid to Ukraine in the amount 
of $6.1 million as well as a loan of up to $392.9 million amid rising tensions with Russia.
"We are moving as quickly as possible,” Anand told a news conference following the conclusion 
of the NATO defense ministers’ meeting in Brussels, when asked about the timing of the 
delivery.
The shipment will include machine guns, pistols, carbines, 1.5 million rounds of ammunition, 
sniper rifles and various related equipment, Canada's Department of National Defense said in a 
statement earlier this week.
Ukraine and its Western allies have accused Russia of planing an invasion. Russia has 
repeatedly rejected the accusations, saying it does not plan to attack any country, including 
Ukraine, by reserving the right to move troops on its sovereign territory as it sees fit.
Moscow has said the accusations are used as a pretext to deploy more NATO military 
equipment near Russia's borders. Moscow has warned that NATO's plans to expand further 
eastward represent a direct threat to Russia's national security.
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US Senate Advances Short-Term Spending Bill to Fund Government Through March 11

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The US Senate on Thursday advanced a 
House-passed short-term spending bill to keep the federal government funded through March 
11.

The US Senate voted 65-30 to limit debate on the legislation.
The Senate is expected to hold a final vote on Friday, hours before the measure expires at 
midnight.
Last year, the United States came close to experiencing a massive government shutdown 
centered around a fight over whether or not to raise the country's debt ceiling.
In December, Congress voted to raise the federal government's $28.9 trillion debt limit by $2.5 
trillion.
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Ukraine Always Stands Ready to Negotiate With Russia - Envoy to UN
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UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - Ukraine is always ready to enter negotiations with 
Russia, Ukrainian Ambassador to the United Nations Sergiy Kyslytsya told reporters on 
Thursday.
"We are always ready to negotiate," Kyslytsya said in response to a question whether Kiev was 
ready for dialogue with Moscow.
Kyslytsya also said UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres had asked him to sit down with 
Russian Ambassador to the United Nations Vassily Nebenzia.
Negotiations between the two diplomats have not taken place yet due to Nebenzia testing 
positive for the novel coronavirus.
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Russia Ready for Serious Dialogue Despite Unsatisfactory Answers From US, NATO - Vershinin

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Russia has received unsatisfactory answers from 
NATO and the US on the security proposals, however, Moscow remains willing to hold serious 
discussions and dialogue, Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin told reporters on Thursday. 
"It's very clear that the strategic stability is something that should be supported by everybody, 
and in our proposals we were very much concrete about the ideas we would like to discuss. We 
got the answers from NATO and and from US. The answers... globally speaking, do not satisfy 
our concerns, but at the same time we said that we are ready for serious discussions and 
serious dialogue," Vershinin said.
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Russia Not Seeking Excuses for Hostile Actions in Ukraine - Deputy Foreign Minister

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Nobody is looking for excuses to carry out hostile 
actions in Ukraine and Russia has repeatedly said it does not intend to do so, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergey Vershinin told reporters on Thursday.
"First of all, nobody seeks any excuses for hostile actions. We said we don’t have any intention 
of doing that," Vershinin said when asked whether Russia’s wording to describe what is 
happening in the Donbas region can be used as pretext to invade Ukraine.
Russia has repeatedly said in response to US accusations it does not plan to attack any country, 
including Ukraine, but reserves the right to move its forces on its territory as it sees fit.
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US-NATO Responses Do Not Satisfy Russia's Security Concerns, Time for Dialogue - Vershinin

UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - The United States' and NATO's responses to 
Russia’s security guarantees proposals in Eastern Europe were not satisfactory, but Moscow 
stands ready to engage in serious dialogue, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin 
said on Thursday.
"In our proposals we were very much concrete about the ideas that we would like to discuss," 
Vershinin said. "We got the answers from NATO and the United States, the answers that... do 
not satisfy our concerns but at the same time we said we are ready for serious discussions and 
serious dialogue."
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EU Countries at UNSC Reiterate Call For Full Implementation of Minsk Agreements

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The EU member states in a joint statement read at the 
UN Security Council reiterated their support for sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine 
and called for the full implementation of the Minsk accords.
"We, European Union member states - France, Germany, Ireland, Estonia, joined today by 
Albania, Norway and the EU delegation - reiterate our full support for the independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity of Ukraine, within its internationally recognized borders," the 
statement said as read by French envoy Nicolas de Riviere. "We call for the full implementation 
of the Minsk agreements starting with unconditional observance of the ceasefire."
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White House Expects Inflation to Moderate Over Coming Year - Chief Economic Adviser

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration expects inflation to become 
more moderate over the coming year as a result of the fact that the factors causing the increase 
in prices will ease, White House Council of Economic Advisers Chair Cecilia Rouse said on 
Thursday.
"We expect inflation to moderate over the coming year because we believe that factors that 
have been causing higher inflation will begin to ease as COVI-19 cases gradually decrease," 
Rouse said during the hearing on the state of the US economy at the Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs.
Rouse underscored the importance of increasing supply as one of the most important steps 
needed to improve the situation concerning inflation.
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"Producers have been increasing the prices because of the constrained supply, so we need to 
ensure that our ports are strong, that we have a robust investment in our infrastructure," she 
said.
Rouse assured lawmakers that the Biden administration is doing everything it can to address 
the issue, and in that context acknowledged the importance of competition.
"The President [Joe Biden] is very focused on the concern of price increases. He understands 
that the prices have gone up, and that is a real challenge for families," Rouse said.
The US economy grew by 5.7 percent in 2021, the fastest since 1984, from a 3.5% contraction 
in 2020 caused by the pandemic. But inflation is growing even faster, with the Consumer Price 
Index increasing 7.5%, - the most since 1982.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Founder of $3Bln Asset Investment Funds Faces Securities Fraud Charges - US Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The founder and former CIO of a New York-based 
mutual fund and hedge fund that claimed assets of $3 billion now faces securities fraud and 
obstruction of justice charges, the Justice Department said on Thursday.
"James Velissaris inflated the values of numerous positions in the investment funds managed by 
Infinity Q and falsified documents to Infinity Q’s auditors and the SEC [Securities and Exchange 
Commission] in order to hide the fraud," the Justice Department said in a press release. 
Velissaris, the founder and former chief investment officer of Infinity Q Capital Management, a 
New York based investment adviser, ran a mutual fund and a hedge fund that claimed to have 
$3 billion in assets was charged for orchestrating a scheme to lie to investors and falsify 
documents, the release said.
"Velissaris made false and misleading statements to investors and others concerning Infinity Q’s 
process for valuing certain over-the-counter derivative positions that made up a substantial 
portion of the holdings of the mutual and hedge funds, and also fraudulently mismarked those 
securities," the release added.
Velissaris committed the scheme to inflate the value of the investment funds, to attract and 
retain capital and to increase his own compensation. He provided the company’s auditor and the 
SEC with falsified or altered documents, according to the release.
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Blinken Outlines at UNSC Sequence of How Russia Would 'Invade' Ukraine

UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - Secretary of State Antony Blinken conveyed to the 
UN Security Council on Thursday a scenario of how the United States claims a Russian 
"invasion" of Ukraine would unfold.
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"Our information indicates clearly that these [Russian] forces, including ground troops, aircraft 
ships, are preparing to launch an attack against Ukraine in the coming days," Blinken said. "We 
don't know precisely how things [will] play out but here's what the world can expect to see 
unfold."
Blinken claimed Russia plans to manufacture a pretext for its alleged attack, which could be a 
fabricated terrorist bombing inside Russia, the invented discovery of a mass grave, a staged 
drone strike against civilians, or a fake or a real chemical weapons attack.
"Russia may describe this event as ethnic cleansing or a genocide, making a mockery of a 
concept that we in this chamber do not take lightly," Blinken argued.
In response to the "manufactured" provocation, top Russian officials may convene emergency 
meetings to address the "crisis" and issue proclamations declaring that Moscow must respond 
to defend Russian citizens, or ethnic Russians in Ukraine, he alleged.
"Next, the attack is planned to begin. Russian missiles and bombs will drop across Ukraine. 
Communications will be jammed. Cyberattacks will shut down key Ukrainian institutions. After 
that, Russian tanks and soldiers will advance on key targets that have already been identified 
and mapped out in detailed plans," Blinken stated.
The targets, according to Blinken, will include Ukraine’s capital of Kiev and specific groups of 
Ukrainians.
Blinken’s remarks come just a few days after Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor 
Konashenkov said that the country was withdrawing some of its troops from the border with 
Ukraine, as well as troops from Crimea, where they participated in military drills.
\Afestern media alleged that a Russian "offensive" against Ukraine might start early on 
Wednesday, which did not materialize. US President Joe Biden claimed on Thursday that his 
sense is "it will happen within the next several days."
Russia has repeatedly said it does not plan to attack any country, including Ukraine, but 
reserves the right to move its forces within its sovereign territory as it sees fit. Moscow at the 
same time points to NATO activities near its borders, saying that the alliance's plans to expand 
further eastward pose a direct threat to Russia's national security.
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Ukraine Ready to Resume Normandy Four Talks, Including on Level of Leaders - Envoy to UN

UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - Kiev is ready to resume talks in the Normandy Four 
(N4) format, especially among the leaders of the participating countries, to address the Ukraine 
crisis, Ukrainian Ambassador to the United Nations Sergiy Kyslytsya said on Thursday.
"V\fe are ready to resume the N4 talks in all formats, including at the level of the leaders," 
Kyslvtsya told a UN Security Council meeting on the situation on Ukraine.
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UN Chief Receives Russia’s Letter on Alleged Crimes Against Civilians in Donbas - Dujarric

UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
received a letter from Russia documenting alleged crimes against civilians in Donbas, 
spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on Thursday.
"The Russian Federation has sent a letter to the Secretary-General regarding this issue.
They've asked us to circulate it to the Security Council which we are doing. We have no way of 
verifying this one way or another," Dujarric told a briefing.
The United Nations continues to believe in the need for increased diplomacy over the Ukraine 
crisis, he added.
"The Secretary-General continues to hope and think that this conflict will not happen. His 
message is one of increased diplomacy, of lowering tensions, of de-escalation," the spokesman 
said.
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Russia Hopes US Will Carefully Review Response to Security Guarantees Proposals- Vershinin

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin told 
a UN Security Council meeting on Thursday that Russia expects the United States to carefully 
review Moscow’s written response to the security guarantees proposals in Europe.
"The US Ambassador in Moscow received our reaction on the issue of security guarantees and 
we do hope that this will be carefully looked at in Washington because it is a very detailed and 
written document," Vershinin said.
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Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Says Blinken's UNSC Statement on Ukraine ‘Dangerous’

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin 
described US Secretary of State Antony Blinken's address to a UN Security Council meeting on 
Ukraine earlier in the day as dangerous and escalatory.
"Some people are 'very usefully' put forward the military scenarios and this was done by the 
Secretary of State of the United States, and he listed the provocations that could be used as 
pretext to invade Ukraine and this is regrettable - I would even go so far as to say - dangerous 
because they are bringing more tensions into the already tense atmosphere," Vershinin told a 
UN Security Council meeting
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Biden Says Returning to DC From Ohio Due to Weather, ‘Little Thing’ Happening in Europe

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Thursday that he will 
be leaving earlier than expected from his trip to Ohio due to weather conditions and the ongoing 
situation in Europe.
"The reason they tell me I’ve got to head out, I hadn't planned on going immediately, was 
because of the weather going back to Washington, and there's a little thing going on in Europe 
right now," Biden said at the end of remarks on infrastructure.
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Washington's Kennedy Center Cancels Mariinsky Ballet Performance - Statement

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington announced on Thursday that it has canceled the upcoming performances of the St. 
Petersburg's Mariinsky ballet because of "multiple factors."
"The April 26-May 1,2022, engagement of the Mariinsky Ballet in the Kennedy Center Opera 
House, scheduled to bring George Balanchine’s Jewels, has been canceled,” the Kennedy 
Center said in a statement. “Due to multiple factors, principally the ongoing global COVID-19 
pandemic-related conditions, the Kennedy Center and Mariinsky Ballet have mutually concluded 
that this year's engagement is not possible at this time.”
Both the Kennedy Center and the Mariinsky Ballet expressed a commitment to cooperate in the 
future, the statement said.
The Mariinsky ballet has been performing in the US capital for almost 20 years. The world 
renowned ballet company was scheduled to hold seven performances in six days this year prior 
to the Kennedy Center canceling them altogether.
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Tesla CEO Musk Accuses SEC of ‘Harassment,’ Freezing His Right to Free Speech

NEW YORK, February 17 (Sputnik) - Tesla CEO Elon Musk has accused the US Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) of "harassment" and of depriving him of the right to free speech 
amid continued monitoring of his interaction with shareholders after the 2018 settlement he 
made over a miscommunication regarding the company, a court filing said on Thursday.
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Lawyer Alex Shapiro, who represents Musk, said in the court filing that his client and Tesla had 
expected the settlement to end the SEC’s "harassment" and allow the court, not the agency, to 
monitor his compliance,
"But the SEC has broken its promises," the filing said, adding that the agency had been 
"weaponizing the consent decree by using it to try to muzzle and harass Mr. Musk and Tesla."
In a now-deleted message on Twitter from August 2018, Musk said he was considering taking 
the publicly-listed Tesla private at $420 (a share), adding that the funding had been secured.
The SEC deemed then that Musk did not have the funding he claimed and found the tweet to be 
in violation of its rules on shareholder communication. The agency also fined Musk $40 million 
to settle the matter.
In a court filing earlier this month, Musk said his 2018 plan to de-list Tesla, now trading at 
slightly below $900 a share, was "entirely truthful" and Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund 
was ready then to back him. Musk said investors who claimed his communication on the matter 
was fraudulent were wrong. The Tesla CEO also accused the SEC of trying to "chill" his right to 
free speech.
"The SEC seems to be targeting Mr. Musk and Tesla for unrelenting investigation largely 
because Mr. Musk remains an outspoken critic of the government," the filing said. "The SEC’s 
outsized efforts seem calculated to chill his exercise of First Amendment rights rather than to 
enforce generally applicable laws in evenhanded fashion."
The SEC has increased its surveillance of Musk after a November incident where he polled the 
millions of his followers on Twitter, asking if he should sell 10% of his stake in Tesla. Most voted 
yes. Critics contend that Musk had already adopted a plan as of September to sell a major 
portion of that stake - once again leaving open to debate whether he had issued a 
miscommunication to Tesla shareholders.
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Trudeau Says Canadian Protests Fueled by Americans, Other Foreigners

TORONTO, February 17 (Sputnik) - The protests against COVID-19 vaccine mandates in 
Ottawa and across Canada are being fueled by individuals from the United States and around 
the world, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said on Thursday.
"These illegal blockades are being heavily supported by individuals in the United States and 
from elsewhere around the world," Trudeau said in the House of Commons during an 
emergency debate concerning his invocation of the Emergencies Act to quell the protests.
The Prime Minister cited information leaked online by hackers that revealed approximately half 
of the funding for the Freedom Convoy protests came from the United States. Hackers targeted 
on Sunday the GiveSendGo crowdfunding site that helped raise $8.7 million for the participants 
of the Freedom Convoy.
A previous attempt by the government to stop donations to the protesters resulted in another 
crowdfunding platform, GoFundMe, freezing of some $9 million and saying they would redirect
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the funds to a charity of their choice. GoFundMe refunded the money after public backlash and 
warnings by US lawmakers that they will investigate the platform for theft.
The Trudeau government has condemned the peaceful protests in Canada as "illegal" and an 
"occupation," and granted itself additional powers to deal with the protests in Ottawa and across 
the country amid widespread criticism in Canada and abroad of a significant government 
overreach.
The wave of protests began in mid-January, with thousands of truckers and other demonstrators 
converging on Ottawa to demand the government scrap the COVID-19 vaccine mandates.
The protest has since gathered diverse groups of citizens and evolved into a demonstration 
against the Trudeau government.
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US Justice Dept. Says Creating International Cyber Liaison, Virtual Currency Initiative

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The US Justice Department is creating a new Cyber 
Operations International Liaison and launching an international virtual currency initiative in order 
to bolster the government’s efforts to combat the abuse of virtual currency around the world, 
Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said on Thursday.
"We are creating a new Cyber Operations International Liaison. That person’s responsibility will 
be to work with US prosecutors and European partners to up the tempo of international 
operations against top-tier cyber actors," Monaco said during remarks to the Munich Security 
Conference. "We are also launching an international virtual currency initiative to combat the 
abuse of virtual currency. This initiative will allow for more joint, international law enforcement 
operations, more eyes from multiple law enforcement agencies around the world to track money 
through the biockchain."
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Justice Dept. Launches FBI Virtual Asset Exploitation Unit, Announces Crypto Team Chief 
(Adds details in paras 4-5)
WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The US Justice Department is launching a new Virtual 
Asset Exploitation Unit and installing the first leader of the National Cryptocurrency Enforcement 
Team (NCET), Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said on Thursday.
"The FBI is forming a specialized team dedicated to cryptocurrency: the Virtual Asset 
Exploitation Unit. This FBI unit will combine cryptocurrency experts into one nerve center that 
can provide equipment, biockchain analysis, virtual asset seizure, and training to the rest of the 
FBI," Monaco said during remarks to the Munich Security Conference.
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The virtual currency unit will join the work of NCET, Monaco said. NCET will be led by Eun 
Young Choi, a seasoned prosecutor and former cybercrime coordinator for the Southern District 
of New York.
Choi was a lead prosecutor in the only prosecution brought in connection with the "Panama 
Papers" and successfully argued the appeal of the Silk Road darknet marketplace founder Ross 
Ulbricht, according to a Justice Department press release.
NCET will play a pivotal role in ensuring that the Justice Department expands efforts to combat 
the illicit use of digital assets by criminals of all kinds as the technology evolves, Choi said in the 
press release.
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Blinken Says He Arrived at UN Not to Start War in Ukraine But to Prevent One

UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Thursday that he arrived to the United Nations not to start a war in Ukraine but to prevent one.
“I am here today not to start a war but to prevent one,” Blinken told a UN Security Council 
meeting on the situation in Ukraine.
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US Justice Dept. Launches FBI Virtual Asset Exploitation Unit, Announces Crypto Team Chief

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The US Justice Department is launching a new Virtual 
Asset Exploitation Unit and installing the first leader of the National Cryptocurrency Enforcement 
Team (NCET), Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said on Thursday.
"The FBI is forming a specialized team dedicated to cryptocurrency: the Virtual Asset 
Exploitation Unit. This FBI unit will combine cryptocurrency experts into one nerve center that 
can provide equipment, blockchain analysis, virtual asset seizure, and training to the rest of the 
FBI," Monaco said during remarks to the Munich Security Conference.
The virtual currency unit will join the work of NCET, Monaco said. NCET will be led by Eun 
Young Choi, a seasoned prosecutor and former cybercrime coordinator for the Southern District 
of New York.
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Blinken Says Sent Letter to Lavrov Proposing Meeting Next Week to Resolve Crisis
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WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Thursday 
that he has sent a letter to Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to propose a meeting next 
week in Europe to address the Ukraine crisis.
"Earlier today, I sent a letter to Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov proposing that we meet 
next week in Europe following up on our talks in recent weeks to discuss the steps we can take 
to resolve this crisis without conflict," Blinken told a UN Security Council meeting. "We are also 
proposing meetings at the NATO-Russia Council and the OSCE Permanent Council. These 
meetings can pave the way for a summit of key leaders in the context of deescalation."
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Counter-Terror Center Did Not Evaluate Afghan Evacuees Before They Entered US - Report

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Afghans evacuated to the United States during the 
Taliban conquest of Afghanistan last summer were not fully vetted by the National 
Counter-Terrorism Center (NCTC) before arrival, a Defense Department Inspector General 
report said on Thursday.
“[W]e found that Afghan evacuees were not vetted by the NCTC using all data prior to arriving in 
CONUS [Continental United States],” the report stated.
The failure occurred because Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) enrollments were compared 
against Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Automated Biometric Identification System 
data, but it did not initially include all biometric data in the Defense Department’s Automated 
Biometric Identification System, the report said.
‘‘[I]n August 2021, NGIC personnel expanded their normal analytic review of all biometric watch 
list matches to also include non-watch list matches of Afghan evacuees using all [Defense 
Department] data to close these gaps.... The NGIC entered into an agreement with the DHS to 
access the necessary CBP records,” report added.
The National Ground Intelligence Center personnel then identified Afghans with derogatory 
information in the Automated Biometric Identification System database that were believed to be 
in the United States and subsequently developed informal procedures to notify both the Defense 
Department and other agencies about these individuals, according to the report.
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Blinken Says US Information on Ukraine Validated by What Has Been Seen in Plain Sight 
UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Thursday the information that the United States has on Russia's potential invasion of Ukraine is 
validated by what has been seen in plain sight for a period of months.
"The information I present here is validated by what we’ve seen unfolding in plain sight before 
our eyes for months,” Blinken told a UN Security Council meeting.
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Blinken outlined the potential Russian pretext to attack Ukraine, suggesting it could be a 
fabricated terrorist bombing inside Russia or a staged drone strike against civilians or an attack 
using chemical weapons. Russia has repeatedly said it does not plan to attack any country, 
including Ukraine.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Blinken Says US Will Be Relieved, Accept Criticism If Russia 'Invasion' Never Materializes

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The United States will be relieved and happily accept 
any criticism if its predictions of a Russian invasion of Ukraine do not materialize, Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken told the UN Security Council on Thursday
"If Russia doesn't invade Ukraine, then we will be relieved that Russia changed course and 
proved our predictions wrong," Blinken said. "Well gladly accept any criticism that anyone 
directs at us."

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Sanctions Money Launderer From Mexican Jalisco Drug Cartel - Treasury

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has imposed sanctions on a 
prominent money launderer for the Jalisco Cartel in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, the US Department 
of the Treasury announced in a press release on Thursday.
"Today, the US Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) 
designated Sergio Armando Orozco Rodriguez (also known as 'Chocho') pursuant to Executive 
Order 14059,” the release said.
Orozco Rodriguez acts for or on behalf of the Cartel de Jalisco Nueva Generacion (CJNG) by 
facilitating various illicit activities in Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, the release said.
CJNG, a violent Mexico-based organization traffics a significant proportion of the fentanyl and 
other deadly drugs that enter the United States, the release also said.
“The cartel uses this renowned tourist destination as a strategic stronghold not only for drug 
trafficking but also money laundering, extortion, kidnappings, and assassinations,” the release 
added.
Many new businesses in the Puerto Vallarta area must receive unofficial permission to open 
from Orozco Rodriguez. Once they open, he collects taxes from these businesses on behalf of 
CJNG and consequently has had ties to multiple nightclubs, bars, and restaurants in Puerto 
Vallarta, according to the release.
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This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Blinken Arrives to UN in New York to Address Security Council Meeting on Ukraine

UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrived to the 
UN headquarters in New York on Thursday to participate in a UN Security Council meeting on 
the implementation of the Minsk agreements, a Spuntik correspondent reported from the scene. 
Blinken did not respond to any reporters’ questions on arrival, including about his reaction to 
receiving Russia's response on the proposed security guarantees in Europe.
The US Secretary of States arrived around 11:00 a.m. (EDT), making a last minute change to 
his scheduled trip to attend the Munich Security Conference in Germany.
Blinken will address the situation in Ukraine amid the threat of Russia’s “imminent invasion," US 
Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield said earlier.
\Afestern media reported the alleged Russian offensive against Ukraine might start on 
\Afednesday, but Russia pulked back some of its troops from the border.
Russia has repeatedly said it does not plan to attack any country, including Ukraine, but 
reserves the right to move its forces within its sovereign territory as it sees fit. However, Russia 
has also warned that NATO activities near its borders and plans to expand further eastward 
pose a direct threat to its national security.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
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OSCE Recorded 500 Explosions Along Contact Line in Donbas Overnight to 9:20 GMT

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - OSCE monitors recorded 500 explosions along the 
contact line in Donbas between Wednesday evening and 9:20 GMT on Thursday, the chairman 
of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine told the UNSC.
"Between yesterday evening and and 11:20 Kiev time today the SMM has recorded 500 
explosions along the contact line," Cevik said. "After 11:20 we have recorded about 30 
explosions."
Cevik went on to say that at around noon the SMM urged all parties to adhered to their 
ceasefire commitments.
OSCE Chairman-in-Office Zbigniew Rau during the meeting also expressed serious concern 
about reports of shelling in Donbas and called for restraint.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US House Committee Asks Government to Consider Terminating Trump Hotel Lease - Letter
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WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Democrats on the US House Oversight Committee on 
Thursday sent a letter to General Services Administrator Robin Carnahan asking her to consider 
terminating the lease for the Trump International Hotel in V\foshington due to concerns about 
inaccurate information submitted by former President Donald Trump.
“V\fe are concerned about several new developments related to former President Trump's lease 
for the Old Post Office Building, which former President Trump and his company entered into in 
2013 and held throughout his presidency In light of these new revelations," the letter said. "\Ne 
request that you consider terminating the Old Post Office Building lease to former President 
Trump and the Trump Organization.”
The lawmakers said in the letter that Trump may have submitted inaccurate financial records to 
obtain the lease and stands to reap millions in profit from selling it.
The Trump Organization plans to sell the lease for the building to a Miami-based investor group 
for $375 million, the letter noted.
The letter was signed by Oversight and Reform Committee Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney and 
Government Operations Subcommittee Chairman Gerald Connolly.
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UN Calls on All Parties in Ukraine to Refrain From Steps in Violation of Minsk Accords

UNITED NATIONS, February 17 (Sputnik) - The United Nations calls on all parties to the crisis 
in eastern Ukraine to avoid any unilateral measures that would violate the Minsk Agreements, 
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Rosemary DiCarlo told a UN Security Council 
meeting on Thursday.
"\Ne also call on all those concerned to refrain from any unilateral measures that may go against 
the letter and spirit of the Minsk Agreements, or undermine their implementation and result in 
further tensions," DiCarlo said.
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Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Blinken, Estonian Minister Talk US Force Posture Changes to Fortify NATO’s Eastern Flank

WASHINGTON, February 17 (Sputnik) - Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Estonian 
Foreign Minister Eva-Maria Liimets discussed recent US force posture changes to reinforce 
NATO's Eastern flank, State Department spokesman Ned Price said on Thursday.
The two met in Washington on Wednesday.
"Secretary Blinken reaffirmed US commitment to the security of our NATO Allies and discussed 
the recently announced US force posture changes to fortify the Alliance’s Eastern Flank. Both
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leaders emphasized the importance of close consultation among Allies and partners as we urge 
Russia to de-escalate tensions and engage seriously in diplomacy," Price said in a readout. 
Blinken also underscored strong US support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine, the spokesman noted.
In addition, the leaders expressed their support for "democratic aspirations" of Belarusian 
people. They also discussed mutual efforts to strengthen democracies and human rights, 
according to the statement.
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