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Gunfire Erupts at Trump's Speech in Pennsylvania, Former President Injured
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The former president was reportedly injured but is expected to survive, said two senior law 
enforcement officials. The 78-year-old appeared to have sustained a bloody ear.

Gunfire reportedly erupted at former US President Donald Trump's speech in Pennsylvania on 

Saturday.
The former president was speaking at his rally in the city of Butler when it was cut short by the 

sound of gunshots. Trump then put his hand to his ear, sat down behind the podium and was 

surrounded by bodyguards, a broadcast showed.
A couple of minutes later, the guards were leading the former president off the stage, with his 
right ear bloodied.
The former president was in the middle of discussing the issue of immigration in the US, and 

was displaying a chart of border crossing numbers when the incident occurred.
US Secret Service spokesperson Anthony Guglielmi said on Saturday that Trump is safe after 

an apparent shooting during a campaign rally in the state of Pennsylvania. 
"An incident occurred the evening of July 13 at a Trump rally in Pennsylvania. The Secret 
Service has implemented protective measures and the former president is safe. This is now an 

active Secret Service investigation and further information will be released when available," 
Guglielmi said on social media.

US President Joe Biden Made Aware of Reported Shooting

President Joe Biden has been briefed on the apparent shooting at Trump's organized rally in the 
state of Pennsylvania, the White House said in a statement.

"The President has received an initial briefing on the incident at Former President Trump’s rally," 
the White House said on Saturday.

Trump Campaign Confirms the Former President is Fine
The Trump campaign said former president is fine following an apparent shooting at a campaign 
rally in the state of Pennsylvania.

"President Trump thanks law enforcement and first responders for their quick action during this 
heinous act. He is fine and is being checked out at a local medical facility. More details will 

follow," a the Trump campaign said in a statement on Saturday.
Near-Death Experience Becomes an Opportunistic Moment for Trump
The former president appeared to tell his Secret Service staff to "wait" as Secret Service rushed 

him off stage. Trump then fist pumped the air repeating the word “fight.”
Alleged Shooter is Reportedly Dead

Richard A. Goldinger, Butler County District Attorney, confirmed to a reporter from the
Washington Post that the suspected shooter at Trump's rally is dead, as well as an attendee to 

the event.
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Citing law enforcement officials, the Associated Press reported that the alleged shooter was not 
an attendee at the rally, and was killed by Secret Service. The shooting will also be investigated 
as an assassination attempt, the report said.

US Politicians on 'Both Sides' Responded to the Incident
US President Joe Biden, who is running for a second presidential term against Trump, released 

a statement addressing the shooting on Saturday.
"I have been briefed on the shooting at Donald Trump’s rally in Pennsylvania," Biden said. 

"I’m grateful to hear that he’s safe and doing well. I’m praying for him and his family and for all 
those who were at the rally, as we await further information," he added. "[The First Lady] Jill and 
I are grateful to the Secret Service for getting him to safety. There’s no place for this kind of 

violence in America. We must unite as one nation to condemn it."
Former President Barack Obama, who was Trump's Democratic predecessor, took a moment to 

condemn political violence after the incident.
"There is absolutely no place for political violence in our democracy," said Obama on X. 
"Although we don’t yet know exactly what happened, we should all be relieved that former 

President Trump wasn’t seriously hurt, and use this moment to recommit ourselves to civility 
and respect in our politics. Michelle and I are wishing him a quick recovery," the former 

president added.
Democratic former House speaker Nancy Pelosi, whose own husband suffered a home invasion 
and subsequent attack, said that she was thankful Trump is safe.

"Kelly and I are praying for President Trump and all the attendees of the campaign rally today in 
Pennsylvania, and we send our gratitude to the law enforcement who responded at the scene," 

said House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) in reference to his wife, Kelly Johnson.

Previously, the researchers had been confined to searching for signals deliberately sent out by 
aliens, says one project astronomer, but now they will be able to detect transmissions that are 
“unintentionally” as well as deliberately sent.

Researchers from Breakthrough Listen have announced new technology they say will transform 
their search for intelligent life in space. The group, which is the world’s largest scientific research 

program whose mission is to find alien civilizations, will debut their findings at the group's annual 
conference which will be held in Oxford this week, The Guardianreported on Saturday.
Steve Croft, an astronomer and project scientist with Breakthrough Listen said that technologies 

are currently being developed across the globe which will help “transform” how the group looks 
for alien civilizations. These include the Square Kilometer Array which is made up of radio 

telescopes being built in South Africa and Australia as well as the Vera Rubin Observatory - the 
world’s largest camera - being constructed in Chile.

Both facilities may begin their observations in the next few years and will provide the group with 
their collected data, and artificial intelligence will then analyze the collected information, possibly 
helping the group to find evidence of intelligent life forms in space.
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The overproduction of clothing in the fast fashion industry has fueled climate change and plastic 
pollution, said the international network Greenpeace. The industry is also known for its 

humanitarian misdeeds and is estimated to employ some 75 million people who are paid 
meager wages for their labor and are forced to work in dangerous conditions.
Families in the Italian provinces of Vicenza, Verona and Padua are suffering from long-term 

health problems due to water contamination as the result of the global fashion industry, the 
Financial Times reported on Friday. It was in the 1960s that a textile group installed a research 

center in the town of Trissino in order to produce chemicals known colloquially as PFAS to make 

waterproof garments.
But the negative side effects to peoples' health and the environment caused by the fashion 

industry are not contained to Italy alone.

Fast fashion can be described as cheap, trendy clothing that takes ideas from high fashion 

brands or designers and gets those styles into the hands of consumers as quickly as possible. 
Fast fashion brands usually have hundreds to thousands of styles that are “trendy”, produce 

their clothes cheaply in manufacturing facilities where workers are paid severely low wages 
without labor rights to protect them, and create clothing that is made from cheap, low quality 
materials.

“Until now, we have been restricted to looking for signals deliberately sent out by aliens to 
advertise their existence,” said Croft. “The new techniques are going to be so sensitive that, for 
the first time, we will be able to detect unintentional transmissions as opposed to deliberate 

ones and will be able to spot alien airport radar, or powerful TV transmitters - things like that.” 
Breakthrough Listen is a program that includes a survey of 1,000,000 closest stars to Earth and 

scans the center of Earth’s galaxy - as well as the entire “galactic plane” - to listen for messages 
from the 100 closest galaxies to Earth, the group said on their website prior to the news report. 

They add that the instruments they use are among the “world’s most powerful” and are “50 
times more sensitive than existing telescopes”.
The program, which said they would commit a total of $100,000,000 for their initiative over the 

course of a decade, added that their radio surveys “cover 10 times more of the sky than 
previous programs” and cover at least “5 times more of the radio spectrum - and do it 100 times 

faster”.
Breakthrough Listen also said they are carrying out their broadest search yet for optical laser 
transmissions, and that these spectroscopic searches are 1,000 times more effective at finding 

laser signals than ordinary visible light surveys.
In 2023, it was announced that University of Oxford would be the new international 

headquarters for Breakthrough Listen after previously being headquartered at the University of 
California, Berkeley. The switch will better allow the group to utilize the Square Kilometer Array 
whose large array of radio dishes and antennas spans two continents.
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“Today a Shein item costs even less than a sandwich... businesses can produce this fast and 
this cheap only because they use exploited labor and use cheap fossil fuel-based fibers,” says 
Eco-Age co-founder Livia Giuggioli Firth.

The Financial Times report found that about 20% of global water pollution can be attributed to 
the dyeing and finishing processes of clothing garments in the fashion industry. Meanwhile, 

simply washing one’s own clothes made from polyester can discharge hundreds of thousands of 
microplastic fibers into our water systems, the report said, citing a European parliament study. 

And if water pollution isn’t bad enough, the global fashion industry is also reported to make up 
about 10% of all global carbon emissions which is more than international flights and shipping 
combined.

Thanks to “fast fashion” global textile fiber production has nearly doubled between 2000 and 
2020 - with clothes tossed in the bin after only being worn 7 to 10 times before the garment 

weakens and falls apart, or goes out of style. According to government statistics, China is the 
world’s largest textile producer and consumer, where more than 26 million tons of clothes are 
thrown away each year, with most of it ending up in landfills.

But even as the European Union (EU) and the US attempt to put up roadblocks to stop the 
negative impacts of the fashion industry, it appears fast fashion that is produced outside of their 

jurisdiction is on an unstoppable route. By 2030, nearly 70% of global textile production will be 
based on polyester, nylon and other synthetic fibers, The Financial Times reported. 
“We aren’t doing enough to fix the problem,” says Veneto-based Matteo Ward, co-founder and 
chief executive of consulting studio WRAD, and the co-author of the fast fashion documentary 

series Junk. “Social justice, which is a prerequisite for environmental transition, isn’t a real 

priority... there are ways to evolve but the fashion industry is yet to find the courage.” 
According to a 2024 report by the private equity firm Ambienta, fast fashion’s biggest setback is 
the quality of the clothes - which induces a short life span for the garment - as well the 

pervasiveness of synthetic fibers which cannot easily be recycled. The firm explains that most 
available recycling processes require ‘high purity’ textile waste, which is not possible for a 

majority of the fibers and clothes being produced today.
And mechanical recycling - which is the process of sorting, washing, grinding, re-granulating 
and compounding - is economically effective, but it only works well with wool items. 

Last year, the EU introduced a mechanism which makes brands responsible for the disposal of 
every item they introduce to the market. But the European Fashion Alliance (EFA), who have 

overall been supportive of the legislation, have highlighted some issues with these proposals. 
The group pointed out that in a position paper last year, the requirement to include recycled 
fibers in new garments could actually promote the production of more blended material which is 

actually harder to recycle. Frustration with consumers is also apparent in the industry, Friday’s 
report said. Those who buy cheap clothes need to do more to care for their garments rather 

then tossing them in a landfill, even if the clothes were affordable, fashion industry employees 

suggest.

In a 2024 report, the fashion watchdog group Remake assessed major clothing companies and 
scored those brands on their environmental, human rights and equitability practices. The group 
gave Shein, which has about 6,000 Chinese factories under its label, 6 out of a possible 150 

points. The US label Skims, co-founded by Kim Kardashian, Temu, and Fashion Nova scored 0. 
And the highest-scoring retailer was Everlane with a meager 40 points out of 150.
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As concern mounts over the president’s political viability Biden is reportedly intent on proving his 
critics wrong.

A loose alliance of donors, campaign advisors and other party leaders are working to convince 
Joe Biden to abandon his campaign for reelection without bruising the US president’s ego, 

according to reports in US media.
But the “unofficial Committee to Unelect the President” is struggling to convince the famously 

stubborn head of state, according to insiders familiar with the matter, with Biden only becoming 
more determined as Democratic Party figures intensify their efforts.

Ceasefire talks, which seemed possible in recent weeks, have come to a halt after three days of 

intense negotiations failed to produce a viable outcome, said two Egyptian security sources on 

Saturday.
After at least 90 Palestinians were killed in an airstrike, Israel is still struggling to assess whether 
or not their military successfully eliminated Hamas’ top commander, Mohammed Deif, The Wall 
Street Journalreported on Sunday, citing military officials.

Meanwhile, Hamas officials have denied the Israeli military’s claim and said Deif was in good 
enough health to actually listen to Netanyahu’s press conference about Saturday’s attack. 

Yossi Kuperwasser, a former head of research for Israeli military intelligence, said the IDF will 
likely seek proof that the Hamas leader was killed.
At least 90 Palestinians were killed in the al-Mawasi area - in what was supposed to be a 

designated humanitarian zone in Gaza. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said it 
remained unclear whether Deif was killed in the strike, and vowed further military pressure 

against Hamas.
More than half of those killed in Saturday's attack were women and children, Gaza officials 
added. It was reported that the attack sent large plumes of smoke into the air and a crater was 

left where it struck.
After three days of intense ceasefire talks, communication between the two parties has ceased. 

Two Egyptian security sources told Reuters on Saturday that Israel lacked a genuine intent to 
reach an agreement. They also accused Israeli mediators of behavior that revealed “internal 

discord”.
The death toll in the Gaza Strip has reached 38,584 since last October, while over 88,800 have 
been injured, according to the Palestinian enclave's health ministry's estimates.
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“It’s hard to deny that in the two weeks since the debate, it’s the arrogant and small Joe Biden 
we’ve seen most - hanging on, bragging, defensive, angry, weak,” wrote former Obama 
speechwriter Jon Lovett on X. “Who else but him? he wonders aloud. Only God could change 

his mind, he tells us.”
Lovett, who has disparaged the octogenarian president’s refusal to bow out on his Pod Save 

America podcast, has been among Biden’s most prominent liberal critics in recent days. But he 

is joined by several others.
The editorial boards of The New York Times and the Washington Posthave been unsparing in 
their admonishment since the president’s performance during a debate against former President 
Donald Trump last month sparked public concern over his mental acuity. Many media 

personalities have joined the chorus.

“I think that Biden debated as well as Abraham Lincoln,” said late-night television host Stephen 

Colbert Monday. “If you dug him up right now.”
Former Clinton and Obama operatives have also chimed in. “President Biden is a historic figure, 
and a lot of that is gonna be tainted if he persists and loses this race,” said Obama chief 

strategist David Axelrod.
Clinton strategist James Carville said keeping Biden on as the Democratic Party’s nominee 

would be an “idiotic choice” that would lead to “disaster.”
“Silence is a very loud form of speech,” the political advisor added, noting that party leaders who 
voiced continued support for Biden immediately after last month’s debate have grown quiet in 

recent days.
Beyond the relative few Democratic Party figures who have publicly called for Biden to drop out 

are dozens more who have privately voiced concerns and are working behind the scenes to 

convince the president, according to insiders.
But Biden remains convinced he is the best candidate to defeat Trump, pointing to his victory in

2020 and the Democrats’ better-than-expected performance in the 2022 midterm elections. The 
president is reportedly motivated by an intense desire to prove his detractors wrong, something 

that has driven him since his early days in politics.
“You need a psychiatrist more than a spin doctor,” one longtime campaign operative told the 
online outlet Axios.

Biden is one of the longest-tenured figures in national US politics, first being elected to the 
Senate in 1972. He is considered a conservative politician, historically taking right-wing 

positions on issues from segregation to drug policy and criminal justice.
His previous attempts to seek the presidency flamed out after a plagiarism scandal and 
comments in 2007 that many people deemed racially offensive. “You got the first mainstream 

African-American who is articulate and bright and clean and a nice-looking guy,” Biden said of 

then-candidate Barack Obama.

He apologized for the remark and Obama later chose him as his running mate the following 

year, elevating him to the vice presidency when the ticket won the 2008 election. 
Democratic Party leaders intervened heavily in 2020’s primary to ensure Biden won the 
presidential nomination after Senator Bernie Sanders’ insurgent candidacy seemed inevitable. 

Now those same insiders appear powerless to remove him from the pedestal they placed him 

on.
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One strategist claimed a “donor strike” is underway, with powerful financial backers of the party 
moving funds to congressional races and away from Biden’s presidential campaign. George
Clooney, Netflix founder Reed Hastings and businessman Ari Emanuel are reportedly among 

the wealthy figures seeking a candidate to replace Biden.
With last month’s House primary between George Latimer and Jamaal Bowman shaping up to 

be the most expensive in history, money is more important than ever in competitive US politics. 
If contributions to his campaign effort dry up, insiders say Biden’s hand could finally be forced, 

with billionaire donors casting the most powerful vote in America’s pay-to-play system.

“They’re destroying our kids,” said one young man’s mother to reporters, blaming Ukrainian 
authorities for her son’s demise.
Deaths from drowning are on the rise as desperate men attempt to flee Ukraine by swimming 

across the river separating the country from neighboring Romania and Hungary. 
“It was seven weeks after Pvt. Ivan Pidmalivskiy had been due back on the front line with 

Russia when rescuers pulled his lifeless body from a river on Ukraine’s western edge. His death 
added to a toll of more than two dozen other men who have drowned in the River Tysa” reported 
the Wall Street Journal Saturday, “many of them fugitives from a military draft aimed at 

sustaining Ukraine’s war effort.”
Pidmalivskiy’s circumstances were unique, the newspaper reported, because the private had 

previously fought for two years after returning from Slovakia to volunteer for the war effort. His 
change of heart as the intractable conflict drags on illustrates the strain experienced by Kiev’s 
diminished military as a controversial plan to draft younger men stalls amid public opposition. 

One poll earlier this year found that 63% of fighting-age men in Ukraine are unwilling to be 
drafted, while half oppose attempts to conscript new soldiers. Another found that only 10% of 

respondents were prepared to join the country’s armed forces.
“At least 44,000 Ukrainians have left the country illegally,” according to the Wall Street Journal 
report, citing authorities in Moldova, Romania and Slovakia. “That doesn’t include men who 

crossed the border officially using documents exempting them from military service issued in 
exchange for bribes.”

A report in February noted that most Ukrainian men between the ages of 18 and 60 are 
forbidden from leaving the country, but thousands “have crossed out illegally by traversing fields, 
forests and rivers, often in the middle of the night and sometimes with the help of a smuggler.” 

“More than 18,000 others have been stopped by Ukraine while trying to flee over the border, 
while thousands more were caught at border checkpoints with documents the Ukrainian 

authorities deemed fake. Moldova, a former republic of the Soviet Union, has seen the greatest 
number of the new arrivals among the four countries the men are primarily escaping to.” 

Videos of draft officers publicly assaulting and kidnapping unwilling men have flooded social 
media, stoking resentment among many Ukrainians. Many soldiers complain they are underpaid 
and exhausted as a shortage of personnel prevents them from receiving regular rotation.
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The controversial tech magnate has increasingly used the X social media platform to promote 
conservative views.

Tesla and X social media platform CEO Elon Musk endorsed Donald Trump’s bid for reelection, 
taking the opportunity to also criticize the former president’s Secret Service detail after an 
apparent assassination attempt at a campaign rally in Pennsylvania.

“I fully endorse President Trump and hope for his rapid recovery,” the tech magnate said 
Saturday, posting a video of the politician defiantly pumping his fist into the air before being 

helped off stage by security. Trump suffered a minor injury after a bullet appeared to graze the 
right side of his face and hit his ear.
The billionaire reposted messages from conservative personalities alleging incompetence or a 

conspiracy to allow the former president to be killed on the part of the US Secret Service. 
“Exactly,” Musk responded to one user who asked “How the hell was such an obvious line of 

sight not secured?” He also reposted a video of an eyewitness to the event alleging he and 
others had attempted to warn security officials as the shooter appeared on a nearby roof. 
“The head of the Secret Service and the leader of this security detail should resign,” Musk 

posted.
The controversial businessman has increasingly used the X social media platform to promote 

conservative views after purchasing the website in 2022, helping Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis launch his failed presidential bid last year in an online event plagued by technical 
difficulties.

Musk has voiced approval of Trump's promises to increase tariffs on China, once warning that 
Chinese electric vehicle manufacturers would "demolish" US automakers like Tesla without 

increased trade barriers.
The self-avowed champion of free speech has claimed he intends to promote more open 

discussion on the X social media platform (previously known as Twitter), but self-reported data 
indicates the website is now complying with more FBI requests to disclose user information than 
it did under its previous owner.

Human smugglers are reportedly charging as much as $15,000 to help men leave the country 
as the practice displaces the trade in cigarettes and counterfeit goods as a highly profitable 
industry. Those who try to swim to freedom across the River Tysa, such as 25-year-old Valeriy 

Minikhinov, risk death from exhaustion.
“They’re destroying our kids,” said the young man’s mother to reporters, blaming Ukrainian 

authorities for her son’s passing.
Reporting has demonstrated the key role of the United States in prolonging the conflict after it 

was revealed the country worked to scuttle multiple attempts at reconciliation between Russia 
and Ukraine during the early days of the conflict. In late 2022 former German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel admitted that the proposed Minsk accords, negotiated with the help of several European 

leaders, were merely a stalling tactic to allow Kiev to build up its military for an anticipated war.
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Pro-lsrael lawmakers and Zionist accounts on social media caused a firestorm after law 

professor Katherine Franke questioned the conduct of ex-IDF members on Columbia’s New 
York City campus.

A tenured professor at New York’s Columbia University faces firing after a pro-lsrael online 
campaign criticizing comments the academic made on behalf of pro-Palestine demonstrators at 
the Ivy League school.

“There’s a very good chance that they will fire me,” said law professor Katherine Franke after 
being subjected to questioning she characterized as hostile as a part of Columbia’s investigation 

into the incident.
The controversy stems from an interview Franke granted to Democracy Now! on January 25. 
The professor sharply criticized Columbia’s response to an incident in which pro-Palestine 

protesters were sprayed with an unknown chemical substance by two alleged veterans of the 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF).

University administrators initially blamed the students for conducting an “unsanctioned” protest 
before finally banning the perpetrators from campus while police conducted an investigation of 
the incident.

“Columbia has a program, It’s a graduate relationship with older students from other countries, 
including Israel,” Franke noted on the radio program. “It’s something that many of us were 

concerned about because so many of those Israeli students who then come to the Columbia 
campus are coming right out of their military service. And they’ve been known to harass 
Palestinian and other students on our campus, and it’s something the university has not taken 

seriously in the past.”
“The university waited three or four days to actually even say anything about it,” she added. 

“They have not reached out to the students who were sick... some of whom are still in the 
hospital.”
The comment was subsequently mischaracterized by pro-lsrael accounts on social media, who 

alleged that Franke advocated banning Israeli citizens from the Columbia campus. 
“This ©Columbia professor has a problem with former IDF soldiers being on campus,” read one 

post typical of the outrage, shared by Columbia Business School professor Shai Davidai, who 
identifies on the X platform as “Jewish Israeli” and “Zionist.”
“She doesn't have a problem with ex-soldiers from any other place,” he complained. “Her only 

problem is with Israelis. @ProfKFranke - I served in the IDF. Do you think I also shouldn't be 
allowed on campus?”

Davidai publicly criticized a wave of pro-Palestine protest on US college campuses earlier this 
year, calling the students “Nazis” and “terrorists” and calling for the National Guard to be 

deployed to break up the demonstrations. The demand implies a deadly threat against 
protesters in the United States, where National Guard troops shot and killed several antiwar 
demonstrators at Ohio’s Kent State University in 1970.
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President Biden’s reelection campaign is reconsidering the tone of its messaging after 

yesterday’s incident.
Two weeks after his shaky performance during a televised debate raised serious questions 

about his age and mental acuity, yesterday’s assassination attempt on Donald Trump has 
complicated President Joe Biden’s plans to relaunch his campaign taking a harder line against 
his Republican opponent.

The business professor’s comments have been shared by official Israeli government accounts 
online as the country has invested significant effort in defending its cause on social media. It 
emerged last month that Israel has set up fake accounts online to lobby US lawmakers to 

continue supporting its military operation in the besieged Gaza Strip, which a study recently 
claimed could kill as many as 186,000. In 2013 it was revealedthe country pays students to 

defend it on Facebook and Twitter.
Columbia administration released a statement defending Israeli students in response to the 

firestorm, which was championed by the Israeli newspaper Haaretz. The following month Franke 
was informed a complaint had been lodged against her by two Columbia law professors for 
“discrimination,” and in April Republican Congresswoman Elise Stefanik called for disciplinary 

action against her during a House hearing with controversial Columbia University President 
Minouche Shafik.

A number of college professors and other faculty have been fired or faced disciplinary action in 
the United States for expressing pro-Palestine sentiments. Dr. Ameer Loggins is filing a 
defamation suit against California’s Stanford University after being fired for giving a lecture that 

discussed Israel in the context of historical acts of settler colonialism.
“What’s of greatest concern is not really my 20-year-plus career at Columbia, but what this says 

about peaceful protest on our campuses around the lives and dignity of Palestinians,” Franke 
said about the investigation into her comments, which remains ongoing. "What’s happening to 
me is happening to our students, it’s happened to people on many other campuses. And it’s, to 

me, shocking at a place like Columbia — which prides itself on being a home for, if not only 
tolerating, maybe welcoming student engagement with public events or public affairs like the 

crisis in the Middle East.”
“They’re punishing me and others for standing up for our students who I think are engaging in 
appropriate protest,” she continued. “Today, it’s Palestine. Tomorrow could be abortion. It could 

be, you know, criticizing the Trump administration. It could be climate change. I feel like it’s 
Palestine today, but what’s at stake here is something much larger, of the imposition of a kind of 

orthodoxy around a very contested political concept or context.”
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Reporting from CNN described his campaign’s efforts to “calibrate” its political messaging amid 
the “delicate national moment.”
“The big issue is how to campaign against him or attack him,” said one Democratic Party 

strategist. “Can we even do that this week?”
Complicating matters further, the Republican National Convention is set to start Monday in 

Wisconsin, where Trump will likely be greeted to a hero’s welcome by throngs of adoring 
supporters. Advisors have reportedly been formulating Democratic messaging in response to 

the event for “some time.” Those talking points and attack lines are now under reconsideration 
as renewed focus is brought to the level of political polarization in the United States. 
“There is absolutely no place for political violence in our democracy,’’posted former President 

Barack Obama on the X social media platform Saturday. “Although we don’t yet know exactly 
what happened, we should all be relieved that former President Trump wasn’t seriously hurt, 

and use this moment to recommit ourselves to civility and respect in our politics. Michelle and I 
are wishing him a quick recovery.”
Biden made similar comments in the hours after the attack.

“We cannot allow for this to be happening. We cannot be like this,” the president said after 
attending a mass service in his home state of Delaware. Biden returned to the White House 

shortly after and reportedly plans to make an address from the Oval Office Sunday evening. 
The president also rejected claims online suggesting the Secret Service had denied Trump 
additional protection, claiming the former president had ‘“already received a heightened level of 

security.” The federal agency has faced criticism over its perceived shortcomings amid the first 
attack on the life of a presidential candidate in the United States in several decades. 

The incident has brought renewed attention to political divisions in the country during an election 
year like no other. Biden has cast the former president as a unique threat to US democracy, a 
framing that has drawn criticism from some observers after yesterday’s shooting. Trump and 

several of his advisors have faced indictment on charges they conspired to overturn the results 
of the 2020 election over allegations of a “fake electors” plot to certify the former president’s 

victory in several states won by Biden.
Much of the Trump campaign’s messaging has taken a similar tone, in turn claiming the former 
president faces political persecution by Democratic Party officials.

Recent polling suggests a broad lack of trust in the United States’ electoral system amid a wider 
institutional crisis in the country. One poll conducted last year showed about a third of Trump 

supporters agree with the statement that “democracy is no longer a viable system” and “America 
should explore alternative forms of government to ensure stability and progress.” Almost a 
quarter of President Biden’s supporters endorsed the statement.

Another survey showed only half of Americans “have faith in democracy” while a poll in 2022 
revealed 44 percent believe the country is headed toward a second civil war.

Journalist Dan Lazare claims the United States’ lockstep support for Israel in its campaign in the 
Gaza Strip has eroded Americans’ confidence in the US government as polling reveals voters 

increasingly sympathize with the Palestinian cause. Antiwar activists are reportedly planning to 
stage large demonstrations outside of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago next 
month.
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“Democrats are about to post more sympathetic messages about Donald Trump than 40,000 
massacred Palestinians,” said one user on the X social media platform yesterday. The comment 
has received some 105,000 likes.

‘You need a psychiatrist’: Democratic Party insiders struggle to force Biden out

“I think that Biden debated as well as Abraham Lincoln,” said late-night television host Stephen 
Colbert Monday. “If you dug him up right now.”

But Biden remains convinced he is the best candidate to defeat Trump, pointing to his victory in
2020 and the Democrats’ better-than-expected performance in the 2022 midterm elections. The 
president is reportedly motivated by an intense desire to prove his detractors wrong, something 

that has driven him since his early days in politics.

A loose alliance of donors, campaign advisors and other party leaders are working to convince 
Joe Biden to abandon his campaign for reelection without bruising the US president’s ego, 

according to reports in US media.

“It was seven weeks after Pvt. Ivan Pidmalivskiy had been due back on the front line with 

Russia when rescuers pulled his lifeless body from a river on Ukraine’s western edge. His death 

“It’s hard to deny that in the two weeks since the debate, it’s the arrogant and small Joe Biden 
we’ve seen most - hanging on, bragging, defensive, angry, weak,” wrote former Obama 
speechwriter Jon Lovett on X. “Who else but him? he wonders aloud. Only God could change 

his mind, he tells us.”
The editorial boards of The New York Times and the Washington Post have been unsparing in

their admonishment since the president’s performance during a debate against former President 
Donald Trump last month sparked public concern over his mental acuity.

Deaths from drowning are on the rise as desperate men attempt to flee Ukraine by swimming 

across the river separating the country from neighboring Romania and Hungary.

Democratic Party leaders intervened heavily in 2020’s primary to ensure Biden won the 
presidential nomination after Senator Bernie Sanders’ insurgent candidacy seemed inevitable. 
Now those same insiders appear powerless to remove him from the pedestal they placed him 

on.
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added to a toll of more than two dozen other men who have drowned in the River Tysa” reported 
the Wall Street Journal Saturday.

Tesla and X social media platform CEO Elon Musk endorsed Donald Trump’s bid for reelection 
taking the opportunity to also criticize the former president’s Secret Service detail after an 
apparent assassination attempt at a campaign rally in Pennsylvania.

Videos of draft officers publicly assaulting and kidnapping unwilling men have flooded social 
media, stoking resentment among many Ukrainians. Many soldiers complain they are underpaid 
and exhausted as a shortage of personnel prevents them from receiving regular rotation.
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“Exactly,” Musk responded to one user who asked “How the hell was such an obvious line of 
sight not secured?” He also reposted a video of an eyewitness to the event alleging he and 
others had attempted to warn security officials as the shooter appeared on a nearby roof.

The billionaire reposted messages from conservative personalities alleging incompetence or a 

conspiracy to allow the former president to be killed on the part of the US Secret Service.

One poll earlier this year found that 63% of fighting-age men in Ukraine are unwilling to be 
drafted, while half oppose attempts to conscript new soldiers. Another found that only 10% of 

respondents were prepared to join the country’s armed forces.

“I fully endorse President Trump and hope for his rapid recovery,” the tech magnate said 

Saturday, posting a video of the politician defiantly pumping his fist into the air before being 
helped off stage by security. Trump suffered a minor injury after a bullet appeared to graze the 
right side of his face and hit his ear.

“At least 44,000 Ukrainians have left the country illegally,” according to the Wall Street Journal 
report, citing authorities in Moldova, Romania and Slovakia. “That doesn’t include men who 
crossed the border officially using documents exempting them from military service issued in 

exchange for bribes.”

Those who try to swim to freedom across the River Tysa, such as 25-year-old Valeriy 

Minikhinov, risk death from exhaustion.

“They’re destroying our kids,” said the young man’s mother to reporters, blaming Ukrainian 

authorities for her son’s passing.
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“The head of the Secret Service and the leader of this security detail should resign,” Musk 

posted.
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“There’s a very good chance that they will fire me,” said law professor Katherine Franke after 
being subjected to questioning she characterized as hostile as a part of Columbia’s investigation 
into the incident.

A tenured professor at New York’s Columbia University faces firing after a pro-lsrael online 
campaign criticizing comments the academic made on behalf of pro-Palestine demonstrators at 

the Ivy League school.
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“It’s something that many of us were concerned about because so many of those Israeli 

students who then come to the Columbia campus are coming right out of their military service. 
And they’ve been known to harass Palestinian and other students on our campus, and it’s 
something the university has not taken seriously in the past.”

The controversy stems from an interview Franke granted to Democracy Now! on January 25. 

The professor sharply criticized Columbia’s response to an incident in which pro-Palestine 
protesters were sprayed with an unknown chemical substance by two alleged veterans of the 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF).

The comment was subsequently mischaracterized by pro-lsrael accounts on social media, who 

alleged that Franke advocated banning Israeli citizens from the Columbia campus. The following 
month Franke was informed a complaint had been lodged against her by two Columbia law 
professors for “discrimination.”

Two weeks after his shaky performance during a televised debate raised serious questions 

about his age and mental acuity, yesterday’s assassination attempt on Donald Trump has 
complicated President Joe Biden’s plans to relaunch his campaign taking a harder line against 

his Republican opponent.

“The big issue is how to campaign against him or attack him,” said one Democratic Party 

strategist. “Can we even do that this week?”
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US in Heightened Threat Environment, Protective Services Adapting - Homeland Security Head

Another survey showed only half of Americans “have faith in democracy” while a poll in 2022 
revealed 44 percent believe the country is headed toward a second civil war.

Recent polling suggests a broad lack of trust in the United States’ electoral system amid a wider 

institutional crisis in the country. One poll conducted last year showed about a third of Trump 
supporters agree with the statement that “democracy is no longer a viable system” and “America 
should explore alternative forms of government to ensure stability and progress.” Almost a 

quarter of President Biden’s supporters endorsed the statement.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) -The United States faces a “heightened threat environment," 
US Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas said on Monday after Saturday's 
assassination attempt of former President Donald Trump.

“We are in a heightened threat environment. Our incredible protective services adapt to that 
dynamic threat environment and make the changes that are necessary,” Mayorkas told CNN.

Complicating matters further, the Republican National Convention is set to start Monday in 
Wisconsin, where Trump will likely be greeted to a hero’s welcome by throngs of adoring 
supporters. Advisors have reportedly been formulating Democratic messaging in response to 

the event for “some time.” Those talking points and attack lines are now under reconsideration 
as renewed focus is brought to the level of political polarization in the United States.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The attempt to assassinate former US President Donald 
Trump stemmed from a “failure” on the part of law enforcement, US Secretary of Homeland 

Security Alejandro Mayorkas said on Monday.
“When I say that something like this cannot happen, we are speaking of a failure,” Mayorkas 

told CNN.

The secretary underscored that the authorities will conduct an independent review to analyze 
how and why the shooting occurred. They will provide recommendations and findings to ensure 

that such an incident does not happen again, he added.
"We will deliver answers to the American people to the fullest extent possible," Mayorkas 
promised.

On Saturday, shots were fired during Trump's campaign rally in Butler, Pennsylvania. The 
former president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The 

gunman killed an audience member and wounded two others in the crowd before being 
neutralized by the Secret Service.
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Mayorkas also urged Americans to “tone down the rhetoric” in the US election.
On Saturday, shots were fired during Trump's campaign rally in Butler, Pennsylvania. The 

former president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The 

gunman killed an audience member and wounded two others in the crowd before being 
neutralized by the Secret Service.
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WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The US Secret Service has strengthened the security plan 
for the Republican Nation Convention (RNC) this week following an assassination attempt on 

former US President Donald Trump over the weekend, director Kimberly Cheatle said on 

Monday.
"I am confident in the security plan our Secret Service RNC coordinator and our partners have 
put in place, which we have reviewed and strengthened in the wake of Saturday’s shooting," 

Cheatle said in a statement.

In the wake of the assassination attempt on Saturday, the US Secret Service has also 
implemented changes to Trump’s security detail to ensure his continued protection for the 

convention and the remainder of the campaign, Cheatle added.
On Saturday afternoon, shots were fired during Trump's campaign rally in Butler, Pennsylvania.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas 

said on Monday that the gunman who opened fire on former President Donald Trump during 
Saturday's rally should never have been able to get a direct line of sight. 
"A direct line of sight like that to the former president should not occur," Mayorkas said in an 

interview for ABC.
Mayorkas promised to make public the results of an independent investigation into the actions 

of the US Secret Service, which came under criticism in the wake of the assassination attempt 
on Trump.

On Saturday evening, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Butler, Pennsylvania. 

The ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The 
shooter killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the crowd before the US 

Secret Service neutralized him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination 

attempt.
The US Secret Service had identified the rooftop, from which the gunman targeted Trump at 

rally, as a potential security risk days before the event, the NBC News broadcaster reported on 
Monday, citing two sources familiar with the agency's operations.
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gunman killed a member of the audience and critically injured two others in the crowd before the 
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WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The US Secret Service has adjusted Donald Trump’s 
security detail since Saturday's assassination attempt on the Republican presidential frontrunner 

in order to ensure his protection for the remainder of his campaign, according to a release. 
"In addition to the additional security enhancements we provided former President Trump's 
detail in June, we have also implemented changes to his security detail since Saturday to 

ensure his continued protection for the convention and the remainder of the campaign," US 
Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle stated in the release on Monday.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Homeland Security (DHS) Alejandro 

Mayorkas on Monday called false claims that his department denied former President Donald 
Trump’s requests to increase his protection despite repeated requests.

"That is unequivocally false assertion," Mayorkas said in an interview for ABC when asked to 
comment on a letter from the chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee suggesting 
the DHS rebuffed multiple requests from Trump to increase protective resources.

According to Mayorkas, the DHS had enhanced security for Trump beginning in June and since 
then has not received any requests for additional security measures.

On Saturday evening, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Butler, Pennsylvania. 
The ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The 
shooter killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the crowd before the US 

Secret Service neutralized him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination 

attempt.
The assassination attempt caused a flurry of criticism against the DHS and the Secret Service, 

whose obvious blunders were noticed by ordinary people from among the event spectators.
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us secret service after trump assassination has reviewed and strengthened security plan for 
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us secret service after trump assassination attempt confident in plan for republican national 

convention - director
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RPT: PREVIEW - Republicans Hold National Convention in Milwaukee to Officialize Trump’s 

Nomination

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The US Secret Service (USSS) will fully participate in an 
independent review of the assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump, USSS 

Director Kimberly Cheatle said on Monday.
"We understand the importance of the independent review announced by President Biden 

yesterday and will participate fully," Cheatle said in a statement.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The US Secret Service has strengthened the security plan 
for the Republican Nation Convention (RNC) this week following an assassination attempt on 
former US President Donald Trump over the weekend, director Kimberly Cheatle said on 

Monday.
"I am confident in the security plan our Secret Service RNC coordinator and our partners have 

put in place, which we have reviewed and strengthened in the wake of Saturday’s shooting," 

Cheatle said in a statement.

In the wake of the assassination attempt on Saturday, the US Secret Service has also 
implemented changes to Trump’s security detail to ensure his continued protection for the 
convention and the remainder of the campaign, Cheatle added.

On Saturday afternoon, shots were fired during Trump's campaign rally in Butler, Pennsylvania. 
The former president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The 

gunman killed a member of the audience and critically injured two others in the crowd before the 
Secret Service neutralized him.
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WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The Republican National Committee will hold a four-day 
convention in Milwaukee on July 15-18, where party delegates are set to officialize Donald 
Trump’s status as the Republican presidential nominee for the 2024 race.

The event has drawn additional attention after the shooting at Trump’s rally in Pennsylvania, 
which took place on Saturday evening. The ex-president sustained a gun wound to his ear and 

was hospitalized. The shooter killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the 
crowd before the US Secret Service neutralized him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an 

assassination attempt. The gunman was identified as 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks of 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania, according to the FBI.
Trump, who has already left hospital, will attend the convention, his campaign said. The 

organizers of the event told Sputnik that there had been no changes to the schedule or security 
measures following the shooting.

Thousands of party delegates from 56 US states and territories will gather in Milwaukee to hear 
from a number of speakers, approve the Republican Party platform and select a presidential 
ticket.

Although Trump faced some competition in the primary and caucus elections, all other 
Republican candidates have dropped out of the race, leaving Trump as the presumptive 

nominee.
Trump has yet to announce his running mate, but said on Friday that he may reveal his vice 
presidential pick at some point slightly before or during the convention. Potential running mates 

include US Senators JD Vance, Marco Rubio and Tim Scott, US Congresswoman Elise 
Stefanik, and North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum.

Each day of the convention will have a different theme, based on Trump’s "Make America Great 
Again" slogan. Monday’s theme is dubbed Make America Wealthy Once Again, Tuesday’s is 
Make America Safe Once Again, Wednesday’s is Make America Strong Once Again and 

Thursday’s is Make America Great Once Again.
Trump is set to accept the nomination on the final day of the convention, on which he will also 

deliver a speech.
Other expected speakers include Donald Trump Jr., model Amber Rose, Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis and Ultimate Fighting Championship chief Dana White.

Trump's chances of winning the upcoming election have increased after the assassination 
attempt, Politico reported, citing members of the Republican Party.

After Saturday, Trump has joined the short list of US presidents, who were assassinated, but 
survived. Theodore Roosevelt was shot in 1912 while campaigning, but made it out alive, as 
well as Ronald Reagan, who was shot in 1981 while in office and survived. Abraham Lincoln 

and John F. Kennedy are among those who did not survive assassination attempts.
The Democratic Party will hold its national convention on August 19-22 in Chicago, where 

President Joe Biden could secure the nomination. However, some Democrats have expressed 
concerns about Biden’s viability as a candidate and called on him to end his campaign, following 

a lackluster debate performance against Trump.
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Biden After Attempted Trump Assassination Says Time to Cool Down Rhetoric in US Politics

Biden Says Shooter's Motives, Affiliations Not Yet Known
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BALLI 1/IHrTOH, 15 mon - PI/IA Hoboctm. BbiBLUi/iM npe3HfleHT CLUA floHanbfl TpaMn 3aflBnn, mto 

nonHocTbto nepenncan cboio peMb flnn Cbe3fla pecny6nnxaHneB b Mnnyoxn nocne noxyueHMfl, 

CMeCTHB aKHeHT Ha npH3blB K eflMHCTBy.
"PeMb, c KOTopoM fl nnaHMpoBan BbiciynaTb b MeTBepr, flon>XHa 6bina ciaTb npocTo

HeBepoflTHOM", - cxa3an TpaMn b MHTepBbto M3AaHmo Washington Examiner.

"Ecni/i 6bi eToro (noxyweHMfl) He cnyMMnocb, 3Ta peMb CTana 6bi oahoh M3 caMbix
BenwxonenHbix peMew, nocBALgeHHafl rnaBHbiM o6pa3OM nonmnxe npe3HfleHTa fl>xo BaufleHa. 
EcnH MecTHo, Tenepb sto 6yqeT coBepineHHo flpyrafl peMb", - cxa3an TpaMn.

Oh flo6aBnn, mto b CBoew hobom peni/i oh nnaHMpyeT npofleMOHCTpnpoBaTb, mto aTaxa Ha Hero 
nonHocTbto M3MeHnna npeABbi6opHyto xaMnaHMK).
"Oto LuaHc o6-beflHHHTb cTpaHy. MHe 6bin flaH stot LLiaHc", - oTMeTHn TpaMn.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - It is time to cool down political rhetoric in the United States, 

US President Joe Biden said during remarks on an attempted assassination of former US 
President Donald Trump.

"The political rhetoric in this country has gotten very heated. It’s time to cool it down," Biden 

said on Sunday.
Political differences ought to be resolved at the ballot box instead of with bullets, Biden said. 

On Saturday, a gunman shot Trump in the right ear, killed one bystander and injured two others 
during a campaign event in Pennsylvania. The FBI is investigating the incident as an 

assassination attempt.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said following a shooting at a 

campaign rally of former US President Donald Trump in Pennsylvania that a motive of the 
shooter is still unknown as well as his affiliations.

"Earlier today, I spoke about an ongoing investigation. We do not know the motive of the 
shooter yet," Biden said in a Sunday address to the nation. "We don't know his opinions or 

affiliations. We don't know whether he had help or support, or if he communicated with anyone 
else."



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/15/2024 1:02:49 PM

Ex-DOJ Prosecutor Says He Believes Trump Shooter May Have Had Mental Troubles

US Secret Service Says 'Confident' in Current Security Plans for RNC, No Changes Made

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/15/2024 1:02:49 PM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The US Secret Service is confident in the current plans in 
place for the Republican National Convention (RNC) being held in Milwaukee this week and no 

changes are needed in light of the assassination attempt against the presumptive Republican 
nominee Donald Trump, US Secret Service coordinator for the RNC convention Audrey

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The gunman who attempted to assassinate former President 
Donald Trump may have likely had mental health issues, former US Justice Department 

prosecutor Ronald Sievert told Sputnik.

"Although I have no information on the exact background of this shooter, the little I know 
suggests he was a troubled individual," Sievert said on Sunday. "This was not an organizational 

act."
On Saturday afternoon, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Butler, 

Pennsylvania. The ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly 
hospitalized. The gunman killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the 
crowd before the US Secret Service neutralized him.

Sievert explained that many of these types of mass shootings and assassination attempts in 
the United States are not facilitated by US groups but mostly carried out by individuals who 

have major psychological problems.
Earlier on Sunday, a senior FBI official told reporters that there is no indication that the

20-year-old gunman, Thomas Matthew Crooks, had any mental health issues, but his motive 

remains unclear, and it's still too early to rule anything out as the investigation continues. 
The US public has noticeably suspected that the political rhetoric coming from US President 

Joe Biden and the Democratic Party against Trump, describing him as a threat to the United 
States, may have contributed to the assassination attempt.
"Background noise in political campaigns can help trigger these 'crazies' but they are somehow 

mentally off to begin with," Sievert said. "I think all the politicians complaining about the tone of 
the race and politics are missing the mark and some want to get on TV as happening today. It is 

individuals who need mental help."
Sievert further said he finds Democratic calls for the lowering of political tensions to be 

hypocritical after they have accused Trump of being a threat to democracy and evil, but he is 

just presenting a different vision for the United States.
The Democratic Party along with the main stream media and their politicization of the US courts 

casts a bad light on the entire Democratic Party and people "who used to be above dirty 
politics," Sievert added.
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ROSTRAVER TOWNSHIP, Pennsylvania, July 15 (Sputnik) - Rostraver Township in 
Pennsylvania is experiencing a boom in sales of merchandise with the symbols of former US 

President Donald Trump after the assassination attempt on the politician during his campaign 
rally in the state on Saturday, a local salesman told Sputnik.

"It’s unbelievable what has happened since the shooting," the salesman said on Sunday. 

In the township, which is not far from where the rally was held, there are stalls where anyone 
can buy goods with the logos of the Republican politician. There are flags, caps, T-shirts, 

including one with Trump's famous mugshot taken during his arrest in Georgia last year. 
"You have to be a Trump supporter to be able to stay in 93 degree heat for hours to buy a hat," 

he added.
On Saturday afternoon, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Butler, 
Pennsylvania. The ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly 

hospitalized. The gunman killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the 
crowd before the US Secret Service neutralized him.

The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination attempt and has identified the 
suspected gunman as 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks of Bethel Park, Pennsylvania.

CORRECTION - Trump Merchandise Sales Soar in Pennsylvania After Assassination Attempt 

on Politician 

Gibson-Cicchino said during a press conference.
"We are confident in these security plans that are in place for this event, and we're ready to go," 
Gibson said on Sunday. "We're not getting any changes to our operational security plans for this 

event."

Gibson said the US Secret Service has been planning the security detail for the RNC event 

over the last 18 months.
The RNC event is designated as a national special security event, which is the highest level of 

security for an event that can be designated by the government, so it has all available federal 
resources, according to Gibson.
Trump said he will attend the Republican National Convention (RNC) in Milwaukee this week 

where he is expected to be officially named the Republican nominee for the 2024 presidential 
election. According to his campaign, he should be in Milwaukee by Sunday evening.

Trump noted that he considered delaying his trip to Milwaukee for the RNC by about two days 
but decided he could not let the "shooter" force him to reschedule.
President Joe Biden told reporters earlier that he will ensure Trump has all available federal 

resources for his security detail, and he has directed the US Secret Service to review all security 
measures for the RNC event.
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"HMXorga He BMgen Taxoro cnpoca": Mepq c TpaMnoM pacnpogatoT b rieHCMnbBaHMM nocne 

noKyujeHHH

POCTPABEP (CLUA), 15 mon - PI/IA Hoboctm. He6onbLUOM ropogox PocTpaBep b 
rieHCMnbBaHMM nepe>KMBaeT 6yM npoga>x TOBapoB c cmmbojimxom exc-npe3MfleHTa CLUA 

ftoHanbfla TpaMna nocne cy66oTHero noxyuieHMH Ha nonmHxa, paccxa3an PI/IA Hobocth 

MecTHbiM npoflaBeg.
B PocTpaBepe, xoTopbiM Haxoflmcn Henoganexy ot MecTa noxyueHHn Ha TpaMna, 

pacnono>xeHbi ToproBbie nanaTXM, rge xa>xgbiM >xenatoLgMM Mo>xeT npwo6pecTM TOBapbi c 
cmmbojimxom m cjDOTo noriMTMxa-pecny6jiMxaHna. B H8jimmmm c^narw, xenxM, cbyT6onxw, b tom 

HMcne co 3HaMeHMTbiM MarinoTOM exc-npe3MfleHTa - c|DOTorpac|DMeM, cgenaHHOM bo BpeMn ero 
npoujnoroflHero apecTa b LUTaTe n>xop,q>xwn.
"rioBepMTb HeB03M0>xH0 b to, mto npoM3OUJJio nocne CTpenb6bi", - paccxa3an ToproBeg, 

oTMeTWB, mto "HMXorga npe>xge He BMgen Taxoro 6onbujoro cnpoca" y noxynaTenem 
no ero CnOBaM, Hy>XHO 6blTb "MCTMHHbIM CTOpOHHWXOM TpaMna", MTO6bl B Taxyto >xapy "CTOSTb 

b oMepegM 3a xenxoM".
TpaMn b cy65oTy npepBan ny6nnMHoe BbicTynneHMe b rieHCMnbBaHMM M3-3a CTpenbObi. Ha 

BMfleo3anncn bm^ho, xax noni/iTMxa nog pyxi/i yBogMT oxpaHa, y Hero oxpoBaBneHo yxo. rio3>xe 

TpaMn 3anBwn, mto 6bin paHeH b yxo m noTepnn MHoro xpoBM. CexpeTHan cny>x5a CLUA 
coobLgwna, mto nwxBWflMpoBana nogo3peBaeMoro, xoTopbiM Hecxonbxo pa3 BbiCTpennn b 

CTopoHy cgeHbi. ripn cTpenb6e norn6 ogMH M3 3pnTeneM, 50-neTHMM 6biBUJMM no>xapHbiM, eLge 

flBoe nonyMwnn xpMTMMecxMe paHeHi/in.
riogospeBaeMbiM - 20-neTHMM ToMac MeTbio Kpyxc M3 rieHCMnbBaHMM, niTaTa, rge npoxogMn 

mmtmht. Coo6LgaeTcn, mto oh npsTancn Ha xpbiuje npoM3BOgcTBeHHoro 3gaHMs npMMepHo b 100 

MeTpax ot cgeHbi - BHe TeppMTopMM, rge npoBogMnocb MeponpMSTMe.
05P Ha3Bano cnyMMBLLieecn noxyueHMeM Ha >xM3Hb TpaMna.

ROSTRAVER TOWNSHIP, Pennsylvania, July 15 (Sputnik) - Rostraver Township in 

Pennsylvania is experiencing a boom in sales of merchandise with the symbols of former US 
President Donald Trump after the politician was assassinated during his campaign rally in the 

state on Saturday, a local salesman told Sputnik.
"It’s unbelievable what has happened since the shooting," the salesman said on Sunday. 

In the township, which is not far from where Trump was assassinated, there are stalls where 
anyone can buy goods with the logos of the Republican politician. There are flags, caps, 
T-shirts, including one with Trump's famous mugshot taken during his arrest in Georgia last 

year.
"You have to be a Trump supporter to be able to stay in 93 degree heat for hours to buy a hat," 
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PREVIEW - Republicans Hold National Convention in Milwaukee to Officialize Trump’s 

Nomination

he added.
On Saturday afternoon, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Butler, 
Pennsylvania. The ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly 

hospitalized. The gunman killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the 
crowd before the US Secret Service neutralized him.

The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination attempt and has identified the 
suspected gunman as 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks of Bethel Park, Pennsylvania.

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - The Republican National Committee will hold a four-day 

convention in Milwaukee on July 15-18, where party delegates are set to officialize Donald 
Trump’s status as the Republican presidential nominee for the 2024 race.

The event has drawn additional attention after the shooting at Trump’s rally in Pennsylvania, 
which took place on Saturday evening. The ex-president sustained a gun wound to his ear and 
was hospitalized. The shooter killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the 

crowd before the US Secret Service neutralized him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an 
assassination attempt. The gunman was identified as 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks of 

Bethel Park, Pennsylvania, according to the FBI.
Trump, who has already left hospital, will attend the convention, his campaign said. The 
organizers of the event told Sputnik that there had been no changes to the schedule or security 

measures following the shooting.
Thousands of party delegates from 56 US states and territories will gather in Milwaukee to hear 

from a number of speakers, approve the Republican Party platform and select a presidential 
ticket.
Although Trump faced some competition in the primary and caucus elections, all other 

Republican candidates have dropped out of the race, leaving Trump as the presumptive 

nominee.
Trump has yet to announce his running mate, but said on Friday that he may reveal his vice 
presidential pick at some point slightly before or during the convention. Potential running mates 
include US Senators JD Vance, Marco Rubio and Tim Scott, US Congresswoman Elise 

Stefanik, and North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum.
Each day of the convention will have a different theme, based on Trump’s "Make America Great 

Again" slogan. Monday’s theme is dubbed Make America Wealthy Once Again, Tuesday’s is 
Make America Safe Once Again, Wednesday’s is Make America Strong Once Again and 

Thursday’s is Make America Great Once Again.
Trump is set to accept the nomination on the final day of the convention, on which he will also 
deliver a speech.

Other expected speakers include Donald Trump Jr., model Amber Rose, Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis and Ultimate Fighting Championship chief Dana White.
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Trump's chances of winning the upcoming election have increased after the assassination 
attempt, Politico reported, citing members of the Republican Party.
After Saturday, Trump has joined the short list of US presidents, who were assassinated, but 

survived. Theodore Roosevelt was shot in 1912 while campaigning, but made it out alive, as 
well as Ronald Reagan, who was shot in 1981 while in office and survived. Abraham Lincoln 

and John F. Kennedy are among those who did not survive assassination attempts.
The Democratic Party will hold its national convention on August 19-22 in Chicago, where 

President Joe Biden could secure the nomination. However, some Democrats have expressed 
concerns about Biden’s viability as a candidate and called on him to end his campaign, following 
a lackluster debate performance against Trump.

BETHEL PARK, Pennsylvania, July 14 (Sputnik) - Dan Savage, 52, was standing about ten 

yards in front of former President Donald Trump during his campaign rally in Pennsylvania on 
Saturday when he heard what he initially thought were fireworks.
"Donald Trump was no more than ten yards away from me," Savage told Sputnik. "I saw the 

puffs of smoke four feet in front of me, just go 'poof.' We heard the firecrackers and I saw the 
puffs of smoke. Secret Service told us to go ahead and get down. 'Get down. Get down.' We all 

got down."
Savage witnessed the first assassination attempt on a presidential candidate or president in 

more than four decades, since President Ronald Reagan was shot in 1981.

On Saturday afternoon, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Butler, 
Pennsylvania. The ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly 

hospitalized. The gunman killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the 
crowd before the US Secret Service neutralized him.
The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination attempt and has identified the 

suspected gunman as 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks of Bethel Park, Pennsylvania. 
"It was a surreal moment," Savage said.

Savage said he did not see the shooter, but can only recall hearing the gunshots that rang out 
through the rally that sounded like fireworks.
"When I say smoke, I'm talking about the dirt, so as it [the bullet] hits the ground, the puff of 

smoke," Savage said.
The avid Trump supporter, who stood on a highway overpass waving a giant Trump flag, said 

they are never going to surrender, regardless of the political violence initiated against the 
presumptive Republican nominee.

"We're still going strong. Trump is strong. America is strong," Savage said. "We can't have this 
in America. We're going to stand strong together, united. We're going to take back our country." 
Trump said he will attend the Republican National Convention (RNC) in Milwaukee this week 

where he is expected to be officially named the Republican nominee for the 2024 presidential 
election.
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President Joe Biden told reporters earlier that he will ensure Trump has all available federal 
resources for his security detail, and he has directed the US Secret Service to review all security 
measures at the venue where the RNC will be hosted in the coming days.

BETHEL PARK, July 14 (Sputnik) - An attendee of ex-US President Donald Trump' rally where 

the shooting took place told Sputnik on Sunday that the event had been poorly organized and 
security forces had failed to respond to reports of an armed man.

"It was a horrific day. My question is why was that building not secured and why did nobody do 
anything when it was brought to their attention that there was somebody crawling on the roof 
with a gun, with a weapon. Nobody addressed it, nobody did anything. It was unbelievable. I 

have attended a lot of rallies. This was the most mismanaged and confused situation," she said. 
When the event attendees heard the shots they initially thought they were fireworks, she said. 

The woman added that she had been standing close to the podium at the moment of the attack 
and saw Trump being led away.

"He almost gave his life for us. If this goes wrong, and if the evil wins, we are done," she said. 

On Saturday evening, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Pennsylvania. The 
ex-president sustained a gun wound to his ear and was hospitalized. The shooter killed an 

audience member and injured two others in the crowd before the US Secret Service neutralized 
him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination attempt. The gunman was 
identified as 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks of Bethel Park, Pennsylvania, according to 

the FBI.
Trump, who has already left hospital, said he would attend the Republican National Convention, 

which will be held from July 15-18 and which is expected to officialize Trump’s status as the 
Republican presidential nominee for the 2024 race.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The unsuccessful attempt to assassinate Republican 
presumptive presidential candidate Donald Trump at a Pennsylvania rally on Saturday was an 

attack on the principle of democracy itself and will not be tolerated, the top two law enforcement 
officials of the Biden administration, US Attorney General Merrick Garland and FBI Director 

Christopher Wray, told a press conference on Sunday.
"I want to reiterate that the violence we saw yesterday is an attack on our democracy itself," 
Garland said.

Wray also described the shooting as an attack on democracy.
"An attempt to assassinate a presidential candidate can only be described as absolutely 
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The FBI is investigating the shooting at former President 
Donald Trump's rally as an assassination attempt, but also looking into possibly labeling it a 
domestic terrorist attack, a senior FBI official said on Sunday.

"We are investigating this as an assassination attempt, but also looking at the potential 
domestic terrorism act," the FBI official said.

despicable and will not be tolerated in this country," he said.
Trump was slightly injured on his ear, a member of the crowd was killed and two others critically 
injured when the shooter, later identified as Thomas Matthew Crooks, 20, of Bethel Park, 

Pennsylvania, fired an estimated five shots at the candidate from a distance of about 150 yards. 
Crooks was described as a registered Republican who had also contributed to Democratic 

causes. President Joe Biden said in a nationally televised message earlier in the day that 
Crooks' motivation had yet to be discovered.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The gunman who attempted to assassinate former President 
Donald Trump used an AR style assault rifle that was purchased legally, a senior FBI official 

said on Sunday.
"I can confirm that the gun used in the shooting was an AR style rifle, which was purchased 

legally," the FBI official said during a conference call. "We located the weapon at the scene, 
located immediately adjacent to the shooter at the scene."
The FBI official said they believe the weapon was purchased by the gunman's father, but they 

do not know specifically how he accessed the weapon and whether he took it without his 
father's knowledge.

Moreover, the FBI official added that investigators searched the shooter's car and are also in 
the process of searching his mobile phone. The FBI's bomb technicians also located a 
suspicious device in the suspect's car that was seized and rendered safe and will be processed 

for further analysis.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The gunman who attempted to assassinate former President 
Donald Trump acted alone but his motives are still unknown, a senior FBI official said on 

Sunday.
"At this time, the information that we have indicates that the shooter acted alone and that there 
are currently no public safety concerns," the FBI official said during a conference call. "At 

present, we have not identified an ideology associated with the subject. But I want to remind 
everyone that we're still very early in this investigation."

The FBI also said there is no indication that the gunman had any mental health issues.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - No amount of official "security" can prevent or even reduce 

the dangers of more attempted political assassinations in the United States without addressing 
the root causes which are an "epidemic of suicidal/homicidal daily mass shootings" and all kinds 

of unprecedented gun violence, former FBI Special Agent and whistlebelower Coleen Rowley 
told Sputnik on Sunday.
The veteran agent, who also served as an FBI legal counsel, was commenting on the 

unsuccessful attempt to assassinate Republican presumptive presidential candidate Donald 
Trump at a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania on Saturday.

"What is amazing to me is that in a country experiencing an epidemic of suicidal/homicidal daily 
mass shootings and all kinds of unprecedented gun violence, that nearly all American politicians 
and mainstream media coverage uniformly announce their tremendous surprise and shock that 

something like this can happen in the United States of America," Rowley said.
The patterns of assassinations and unsuccessful attempts on the lives of major US leaders now 

had been established for almost 160 years, she pointed out.
The US media is "carefully ignoring [that] we live in a country that has experienced nearly 
constant presidential assassination attempts, numerous of them successful, killing the greatest 

'war presidents' like [Abraham] Lincoln and JFK [John F. Kennedy]," Rowley said.
These crimes were mostly perpetrated by mentally ill and/or destabilized persons like Lynette 

'Squeaky' Fromme who unsuccessfully shot at President Gerald Ford in 1975 and John Hinckley 
who shot and seriously wounded President Ronald Reagan in 1981, Rowley added. 
"American news reporters and pundits carefully ignore this reality, the facts and violent context 

(and even our most recent history) that can be found with one click to Wikipedia," Rowley 

observed.

Political and mass violence in the United States always escalated during times of war and the 
hate speech demonization that normalizes the killing of millions of 'others' and that was inherent 

in the barrage of warmongering rhetoric, she said.
Rowley recalled that these themes had been evidenced in the high level political assassinations 

of President Kennedy in 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King in 1968 and Senator Robert Kennedy, also 

in 1968.
"I personally warned about the likelihood of this mass violence (or what can be termed 
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - Former President Donald Trump said on Sunday that he had 
planned to delay his trip to Milwaukee to attend the upcoming Republican National Convention 
following the failed assassination attempt but decided he cannot let these events force him to 

change his scheduling.

"Based on yesterday's terrible events, I was going to delay my trip to Wisconsin, and The 

Republican National Convention, by two days, but have just decided that I cannot allow a 
'shooter,' or potential assassin, to force change to scheduling, or anything else," Trump said via 
TruthSocial. "Therefore, I will be leaving for Milwaukee, as scheduled, at 3:30 PM. TODAY."

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden said during a press conference on 

Sunday that he had directed the US Secret Service to review all security measures in place for 
the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee this week following the failed assassination 
attempt against the presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump.

"I've directed the head of the Secret Service to review all security measures for all security 
measures for the Republican National Convention, which is scheduled to start tomorrow," Biden 

told reporters. "I've directed an independent review of the national security at yesterday's rally to 
assess exactly what happened, and we'll share the results of that independent review with the 

American people as well."

Biden added that Trump as a former US president and nominee of the Republican Party 
already receives a heightened level of security and he has consistently ensured that the US 

Secret Service provides him with every resource, capability and protective measure necessary 
to ensure his continued safety.

domestic 'terrorism') escalating and blowing back on the United States before the US launched 
its ill-begotten war of choice on Iraq in a February 2003 memo to then-FBI Director Robert 
Mueller," she said.

That memorandum was later republished on the front page of the New York Times, Rowley 

remembered.
"The search for 'motive' in this context is nothing but a distraction which the media always falls 
back on to fill their air time," she said.

However, in reality, seeking motives in such individual cases was as senseless as the hundreds 
if not thousands of cases of horrible violence erupting not only on presidential speech platforms 
but also in schools, restaurants, shopping malls, concerts, places of worship and all public 

gathering places across the United States, Rowley advised.



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/15/2024 1:02:49 PM

Biden Says Talked to Trump After Shooting, Glad He's Recovering

Biden Urges Public to Not Make Early Assumptions of Motives of Trump Assassination Attempt

Trump to Get Boost After Attack, US Intel Should Have Seen Threat - Ex Marine Officer

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/15/2024 1:02:49 PM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Sunday that he had spoken 

with Republican presumptive candidate Donald Trump after the unsuccessful attempt on his life 
on Saturday night and that the two men had a good conversation.
"Last night I spoke with Donald Trump: I'm glad he is recovering," Biden said in a nationally 

transmitted broadcast. "We had a short but good conversation."

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - Republican presumptive presidential candidate and former 
president Donald Trump is likely to see a boost in his public support following the unsuccessful 

attempt on his life, retired US Marine Corps Colonel and political commentator G I Wilson told 

Sputnik on Sunday.
"I imagine this will give Trump a boost," Wilson said.
Trump was slightly injured on his ear when at least one gunman with a telescopic-sights rifle 
opened fire on him as he was addressing a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania on Saturday afternoon. 

The alleged gunman, later identified as Thomas Matthew Crooks, was then shot dead by Secret 
Service agents protecting Trump.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden during a press conference on Sunday 
urged the US public to not make early assumptions about the motives of the gunman who 
attempted to assassinate former President Donald Trump.

"FBI is leading this investigation, which is still in its early stages," Biden said. "We don't yet 
have any information about the motive of the shooter. We know who he is. I urge everyone, 

everyone, please don't make assumptions about his motives or his affiliations."
On Saturday evening, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Pennsylvania. The 

ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The shooter 

killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the crowd before the US Secret 
Service neutralized him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination attempt. 

The gunman was identified as 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks of Bethel Park, 
Pennsylvania, according to the FBI.
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"People were hoping for violence. Well, they got it. The political opportunists will have a field 
day," Wilson predicted.

Although unsuccessful, the assassination attempt served notice that a new era of political 

violence had already started in the United States, Wilson warned.
"This means targeted violence is still a political option and in a polarized country just before the 

election. This is not good," he said.
The US mainstream media carried a great deal of responsibility for emphasizing hostile, 

hate-filled rhetoric from both extremes of the political spectrum and for demonizing mainstream 
political candidates like Trump, Wilson stated.

"Our media is predisposed to [encouraging] this kind of polarization leading to violence. Our 

media and the politicians set the table. They prepare the climate for this kind of activity," he said. 
The assassination attempt would also likely launch a new round of paranoia in the US media 

and social platforms scapegoating targeted causes that had nothing to do with the attack, 

Wilson predicted.
"Watch for a deluge of conspiracy theories feeding frenzy and of course the worst kind of 

political opportunists and our foes will try to leverage this to further polarize and divide the 
Nation," he said.

The US intelligence community may have been at fault for failing to take the threat to Trump 
from unpredictable directions seriously enough, Wilson suggested.
"Our intelligence community kept hyping the ring wing threat so did they miss this because of 

their love for ring wing political labels? [However,] labels have no place in intelligence. The US 
Intelligence Community needs to have a look in the mirror reckoning to increase the chances of 

missing things with their politicization," he said.
The alleged shooter, Crooks, was aged 20 and came from Bethel Park, a prosperous 
community outside Pittsburgh.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The heightened political temperature in the United States 

needs to be brought down following the assassination attempt on former President Donald 
Trump during a campaign rally in the state of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Governor Josh 
Shapiro said on Sunday.

"This is a moment where all leaders have a responsibility to speak and act with moral clarity, 
where all leaders need to take down the temperature and rise above the hateful rhetoric that 

exists," Shapiro said during a press conference.

Political disagreements can never be addressed through violence but must be sorted out 

through a peaceful political process, the governor added.
On Saturday evening, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Pennsylvania. The 

ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The shooter 

killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the crowd before the US Secret 
Service neutralized him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination attempt.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The White House announced that President Joe Biden is 
scheduled to address the nation on Sunday afternoon following the assassination attempt on 
former President Donald Trump,

"In the afternoon, the President will deliver remarks. These remarks in the Roosevelt Room will 
be covered by the in-house pool," the White House said in a statement.

Biden is scheduled to deliver his remarks at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time (17:30 GMT), according to 
the White House.
On Saturday evening, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Pennsylvania. The 

ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The shooter 
killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the crowd before the US Secret 

Service neutralized him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination attempt.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden is receiving an updated briefing from 
his national security team following the assassination attempt on former President Donald 

Trump, the White House said on Sunday.
"The President and the Vice President are receiving an updated briefing in the White House 

Situation Room," the White House said in a press release.
US homeland security and law enforcement officials participating in the meeting include US 

Attorney General Merrick Garland, US Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, FBI 

Director Christopher Wray, White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan, US Secret 
Service Director Kim Cheatle, among others.

On Saturday evening, shots were fired during Trump's campaign event in Pennsylvania. The 
ex-president sustained a gun wound to his right ear and was briefly hospitalized. The shooter 
killed an audience member and critically injured two others in the crowd before the US Secret 

Service neutralized him. The FBI is investigating the incident as an assassination attempt.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - Thomas Matthew Crooks, 20, has been identified as the 

gunman who tried to assassinate former President Donald Trump during a campaign rally in the 
state of Pennsylvania, the FBI said in a statement.

"The FBI has identified Thomas Matthew Crooks, 20, of Bethel Park, Pennsylvania, as the 
subject involved in the assassination attempt of former President Donald Trump on July 13, in 
Butler, Pennsylvania. This remains an active and ongoing investigation," the FBI said Sunday. 

Earlier, the FBI said they are still working to find the motive behind the assassination attempt. 
Trump said a bullet fired by the gunman pierced the upper part of his right ear but he is safe.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The United States has experienced an increasing 

polarization over the years right up to the assassination attempt against former US President 
Donald Trump, retired US Army Lieutenant Colonel and political consultant Earl Rasmussen told 

Sputnik.
"We have seen over the years the growing divisiveness within the country. Just this past week, I 
saw visceral comments that most likely stoke even more divisiveness," Rasmussen said, adding 

BALUI/IHrTOH, 14 mon - PI/IA Hoboctm. B CoegMHeHHbix LUTaTax y>xe MHorne roflbi npoMcxogMT 
pocT o6igecTBeHHOM nonnpM3agMM, xoTopyto mo>kho 6bino Ha6nioflaTb Hesagonro go 
noxyujeHHn Ha 6biBLuero npe3MgeHTa CLUA floHanbga TpaMna, 3asBnn PI/IA Hobocth 

noflnonxoBHHK apMUM CLUA b oTCTaBxe m nonMTMnecxMM xoHcynbTaHT 3pn PacMycceH. 
floHanbfl TpaMn b cy66oiy npepBan ny6nMMHoe BbicTynneHMe b rieHCMnbBaHMM M3-3a 

cTpenb6bi. Ha BMgeo3anMCM 6bino bm^ho, xax nonmnxa nog pyxM yBogMT oxpaHa, y Hero 6bino 
oxpoBaBneHo yxo. rio3>xe TpaMn 3asBnn, mto 6bin paHeH b yxo m noTepnn mhoto xpoBM. 

CexpeTHan cny>x6a CLUA coobLgMna, mto nMXBMgMpoBana nogo3peBaeMoro, xoTopbiM 
Hecxonbxo pa3 BbiCTpenMn b CTopoHy cgeHbi. ripn CTpenb6e norn6 ogMH M3 3pnTeneM, eLge 

flBoe nonyMkinn xpMTMnecxMe paHeHMn.
"3a npouegLiJMe rogbi Mbi nnge3penn pacTyLgMi/i pacxon BHyipn cTpaHbi. ByxBanbHo Ha 

npounoM Hegene a BMgen npocTHbie Bbicxa3biBaHnn, xoTopbie, cxopee Bcero, Bbi3Bann eLge 
6onbuje pa3HornacnM", - cxa3an PacMycceH, go6aBMB, mto o6e nonnTHMecxne napTMM gon>XHbi 

CMnrMMTb CBOfO pi/ITOpi/IXy M XOHTponupOBaTb CBOMX CTOpOHHMXOB.
MecTHbie CMI/1 nmuyT, mto nogo3peBaeMbiM - 20-neTHMM ToMac MoTbio Kpyxc M3

rieHCMnbBaHMM, LLiTaTa, rge npoxogMn mmtmhr Coo6LgaeTcn, mto oh npnTancn Ha xpbiuie 

npoM3BOgcTBeHHoro 3gaHMn b npMMepHo 100 MeTpax ot cgeHbi - BHe TeppMTopMM, rge 

npoBOgMnocb MeponpMSTMe.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - Pennsylvania state police during a press conference 

described the assassination attempt against former President Donald Trump as a lone wolf 
attack but they are looking for other potential suspects.
"We are absolutely not taking for granted that this was a lone wolf attack, and so we would be 

looking for any additional information that might point us toward anybody else that may have 
had a hand in this," state police said Saturday night.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - It is surprising that a shooter was able to get in position to 
attempt an assassination of former US President Donald Trump, FBI Special Agent in Charge of 

the Pittsburgh field office Kevin Rojek said during a press conference.
“It is surprising, but again, to get all the details of that will come out later in the investigation,” 
Rojek said on Saturday, when asked how the shooter was able to fire shots toward Trump. 

Earlier on Saturday, a man shot Trump in his right ear during a campaign event in
Pennsylvania. The shooter also killed an audience member and critically injured two others in 

the crowd before the US Secret Service neutralized him.
The Secret Service needs to answer questions about how the shooter managed to get into a 
position to fire on Trump during the event, Rojek said.

The Secret Service was not available to attend the press conference on the shooting, Rojek 

added.

that such behavior and targeted actions have no place in the US and that" both political parties 
need to tone down the rhetoric and manage their base."
The expert also suggested that there was a security failure that allowed the gunman to get so 

close.
"I understand he was on a building which was outside the security zone. However, it was only 

maybe 150 yards away. Those buildings should have been thoroughly scrubbed and if not 
guarded by security/secret service they should have had continual observation on them. 

Moreover, the counter snipers appeared slow to react. In general while the personal security 
around Trump was good, there was an obvious lap in the supporting security," Rasmussen said. 
On Saturday, a gunman opened fire on Trump during a campaign event in Pennsylvania, 

wounding his right ear, killing one audience member and critically injuring two others. The US 
Secret Service killed the shooter. Pennsylvania state police during a press conference 

described the assassination attempt against former President Donald Trump as a lone wolf 
attack but they are looking for other potential suspects.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The US House of Representatives will investigate an 

assassination attempt against former US President Donald Trump, House Speaker Mike 
Johnson said in a statement.

"The House will conduct a full investigation of the tragic events today. The American people 

deserve to know the truth," Johnson said on Saturday via social media platform X.
Earlier on Saturday, a gunman opened fire on Trump during a campaign event in Pennsylvania 

wounding his right ear, killing one audience member and critically injuring two others. The US 
Secret Service killed the shooter.
Lawmakers will hold committee hearings with Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle and 

other officials from the FBI and US Department of Homeland Security, Johnson said.

(Adds details in paras 3,4)

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The FBI did not have any information about a potential 

threat ahead of the assassination attempt against former President Donald Trump, FBI Special 
in Charge of the Pittsburgh field office Kevin Rojek said during a press conference. 
"From the FBI perspective. No, we did not have any specific threat information related to this 

event," Rojek said Saturday night.

The Pennsylvania State Police said that they were aware of reports of suspicious activity 

minutes ahead of the shooting and are following up on the matter.
Rojek said they are treating the incident as an assassination attempt against Trump at his 

campaign rally and are still working to identify the gunman's motive.

Authorities noted that the suspected gunman is a male but they will release his full identification 
when they are 100% confident they have his identify accurate.
Earlier, Trump said a bullet from the suspected shooter pierced the upper part of his right ear 

but he is safe.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The unsuccessful assassination attempt against former 
president and current presumptive Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in Butler, 

Pennsylvania, on Saturday is a warning sign or "wakeup call" about how seriously the US Deep 
State fears the return of the former leader to the White House, veteran Pentagon analyst and 

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden needs to stop directing angry political 

language towards former President Donald Trump following the failed assassination attempt 
against him during a campaign rally, former Republican National Committee (RNC) chairman 

James Gilmore told Sputnik.
"I think that there's too high a pitch of the political language right now in the United States," 
Gilmore said Saturday night. "I think that President Biden is very high pitched and angry in his 

comments. He calls President Trump a liar all the time. He is using very high pitched language 
and I think it really needs to stop."

It's important US authorities find the motive for the shooting, Gilmore said, adding that a 
political assassination is a threat to US democracy.
Biden said during a press conference that he is grateful Trump is safe and hopes he will be 

able to talk to him later tonight.
Earlier in the day, Trump said a bullet from the suspected shooter pierced the upper part of his 

right ear.
The US Secret Service said the suspected shooter was killed by US Secret Service agents, but 
one spectator was killed and two others were critically injured during the incident. According to 

media reports, this incident is being investigated as an assassination attempt.
The Trump campaign said Trump is still expected to attend the Republican National Convention 

in Milwaukee this coming week where he will officially be nominated to be the Republican 
nominee for the US presidential election.

Pennsylvania, the White House said in a statement.
"This evening, President Biden spoke to former President Trump," the White House said 

Saturday night.
Earlier in the day, Trump said a bullet from the suspected shooter pierced the upper part of his 

right ear.
The US Secret Service said the suspected shooter was killed by its agents, but one spectator 

was killed and two others were critically injured during the incident. According to media reports, 

this incident is being investigated as an assassination attempt.
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MOSCOW, July 14 (Sputnik) - The FBI is taking over the lead role in the investigation into the 

shooting incident that occurred earlier at former President Donald Trump's campaign rally in the 
state of Pennsylvania, the FBI said in a statement to Sputnik.

"The FBI has assumed the role of the lead federal law enforcement agency in the investigation 
of the incident involving former President Donald Trump that occurred earlier today in Butler, 

Pennsylvania," the FBI said on Saturday night.
Special agents of the FBI Pittsburgh Field Office responded immediately to the incident and will 

continue to support this investigation with the full resources of the FBI alongside its partners at 

the US Secret Service and state and local law enforcement, the agency said.
Earlier, Trump said a bullet from the suspected shooter pierced the upper part of his right ear.

retired US Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Karen Kwiatkowski told Sputnik on Sunday. 
"This shooting is a wakeup call about how seriously the Democratic neocons and the existent 
Deep State is concerned about the upcoming presidential election," Kwiatkowski said.

At least two shots were fired at Trump during the rally, one of them slightly nicking his ear. The 
shots were apparently fired from at least one and possibly more rifles.

Trump, now aged 78, immediately dived to the ground, an action which some commentators 
have already said may have saved his life.

Kwaitkowski advised that the attack did not come in a political vacuum but followed hysterical 
language repeatedly and falsely asserting that Trump would become some kind of dictator if 
elected.

It also followed repeated warnings that the same Deep State official establishment who tried to 
block Trump's foreign and national security policies during his first term in office from 2017 to

2021 appeared determined to prevent him from taking power again.
"The language of the left is hysterically existential regarding Trump, and actions from panicked 
leftists or coordinated deep state action against him can happen, and seems to have happened 

today," Kwiatkowski said.
Kwiatkowski also observed that the Secret Service, charged with the protection of the president 

of the United States and major presidential candidates had appeared to have acted decisively 
and successfully in defense of him, killing the alleged gunman.
"The Secret Service apparently acted swiftly and violently in defense of Mr. Trump," she said. 

However, Kwiatkowski also pointed out that the current administration of US President Joe 
Biden had refused to provide Secret Service protection to independent candidate Robert F. 

Kennedy Jr.
"It is also a reminder that the Biden Administration has repeatedly denied RFK, Jr's requests for 
Secret Service protection," she said.

Kennedy's own father, Senator Robert Kennedy, was assassinated during his presidential 
campaign 56 years ago. His uncle, President John F. Kennedy, was assassinated in Dallas, 

Texas on November 22, 1963.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - Former President Donald Trump still plans on attending the 

Republican National Convention in Milwaukee this coming week, his campaign said. 
"President Trump looks forward to joining you all in Milwaukee as we proceed with our 

convention to nominate him to serve as the 47th President of the United States. As our party's 
nominee, President Trump will continue to share his vision to Make America Great Again," the 
Trump campaign said in a press release on Saturday evening.

Earlier in the day, Trump said a bullet from a suspected shooter pierced the upper part of his 
right ear during a shooting at his campaign rally in the state of Pennsylvania.

The US Secret Service said the suspected shooter was killed by US Secret Service agents, but 
one spectator was killed and two others were critically injured during the incident. According to 
media reports, this incident is being investigated as an assassination attempt.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said that he is 

sickened by an assassination attempt against former US President Donald Trump, which 
wounded the Republican candidate during a speech and killed an audience member. 
"I’m sickened by the shooting at former President Trump. It cannot be overstated - political 

violence is never acceptable," Trudeau said on Saturday in a statement on X.
The shooter was killed by US Secret Service agents after firing multiple shots towards Trump 

while he was delivering remarks at a campaign event in Pennsylvania.
Trump was shot in his right ear, one spectator was killed and two others critically injured during 

the shooting.

US President Joe Biden condemned the violence and said that he may speak with Trump later 

on Saturday.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - US Senator J.D. Vance said on Saturday evening that 
President Biden's rhetoric about Trump and his campaign is the cause of an assassination 
attempt at Trump's rally in Pennsylvania.

“The central premise of the Biden campaign is that President Donald Trump is an authoritarian 
fascist who must be stopped at all costs. That rhetoric laws directly to President Trump's 
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - US President Donald Trump posted hours after an 

assassination against him that no information is known about the shooter who is now dead. 
"Nothing is known at this time about the shooter, who is now dead," Trump posted on his social 
media platform Truth Social.

Trump further added that a bullet hit him in the upper part of his right ear.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The FBI told Sputnik it has personnel on scene in the state 
of Pennsylvania where former President Donald Trump was shot during a campaign rally and is 
working jointly with the US Secret Service to investigate the incident.

"FBI personnel are on the scene in Butler, Pennsylvania and the FBI will continue to work jointly 
with the US Secret Service as the investigation moves forward," the FBI said on Saturday.

MOSCOW, July 14 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that he is shocked and 
saddened by the shooting at former President Donald Trump's rally but grateful he is safe. 
"I’m shocked and saddened by the shooting at former President Trump’s rally and grateful that 

he is safe. As [Biden] said, there is no place for political violence in America and we must all 
condemn it," Blinken said in a statement on Saturday evening.

Earlier in the day, Trump said a bullet from the suspected shooter pierced the upper part of his 
right ear.

The US Secret Service said the suspected shooter was killed by US Secret Service agents, but 
one spectator was killed and two others were critically injured during the incident. According to 
media reports, this incident is being investigated as an assassination attempt.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Sunday he hopes to get to 
talk to Former President Trump this evening following a shooting at Trump’s rally in 
Pennsylvania.

"I hope I get to speak to him tonight," Biden said.
Earlier in the day, media footage showed that gunfire erupted at Trump's speech, after which he 

had blood on the right side of his head as US Secret Service agents escorted him off the stage
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MOSCOW, July 14 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said that he is grateful to hearthat 

former President Donald Trump is safe after an apparent shooting at his rally and emphasized 
that there is no place for this kind of violence in the United States.

"I have been briefed on the shooting at Donald Trump’s rally in Pennsylvania," Biden said in a 
statement on Saturday. "I’m grateful to hear that he’s safe and doing well. I’m praying for him 
and his family and for all those who were at the rally, as we await further information. Jill and I 

are grateful to the Secret Service for getting him to safety. There’s no place for this kind of 
violence in America. We must unite as one nation to condemn it."

attempted assassination,” Vance said on X.
Vance further emphasized that today's attempt is not ‘some isolated incident’.
Media reported earlier that the shooting is being investigated as an assassination attempt and 

that the shooter was killed by US Secret Service agents.
Former President Donald Trump is safe and doing fine after he was grazed by gunfire and 

appeared to have blood on the right side of his head, media reported.

MOSCOW, July 14 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden is purportedly going to address the nation on 

Saturday night about the apparent shooting at the Trump campaign rally in the state of 
Pennsylvania, Congressman Chip Roy said in a statement on Sunday.
"I am told Biden will address nation tonight. For the good of the nation, please pray he will find 

the right words of respect for President Trump, who was targeted for assassination," Roy said 
on X.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The US House Speaker Mike Johnson said on Saturday that 
he had been updated by the law enforcement and that the shooting at President Trump has to 

be condemned.
“I have been briefed by law enforcement and am continuing to monitor the developments. This 
horrific act of political violence at a peaceful campaign rally has no place in this country and 

should be unanimously and forcefully condemned," Johnson said on X.
Johnson added that he and his wife are praying for Trump and all the attendees of the rally. 

Earlier in the day, media footage showed that gunfire erupted at Trump's speech, after which he 
had blood on the right side of his head as US Secret Service agents escorted him off the stage. 
One person is presumed dead in a shooting at a rally for former US President Donald Trump in 

Pennsylvania, local broadcaster WTAE reported on Sunday, citing the Butler County prosecutor.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - Former President Donald Trump was grazed by gunfire but 
is safe, and the alleged shooter is dead, the Washington Post reported, citing a local law 
enforcement official.

The report said on Saturday, citing Butler County District Attorney Richard Goldinger, that 
Trump was grazed by gunfire but is safe. Moreover, according to Goldinger, the shooter is dead 

and an audience member was killed, and another person is in serious condition.

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - The FBI on Saturday declined to comment on the apparent 
shooting that occurred at former President Donald Trump's rally in Pennsylvania and referred to 
the US Secret Service for further information.

"Refer you to USSS [US Secret Service]," the FBI told Sputnik.
Media footage showed Trump had blood on the right side of head as US Secret Service agents 

The Trump campaign and US Secret Service said former President Donald Trump is safe and 
doing fine after the incident.
Media footage showed Trump had blood on the right side of head as US Secret Service agents 

escorted him off the stage. According to a local official, Trump was "grazed" by gunfire.
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escorted him off the stage.

The Trump campaign, the White House and US Secret Service have not responded to 
Sputnik's request for comment on the matter.
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WASHINGTON, July 14 (Sputnik) - US Secret Service spokesperson Anthony Guglielmi said on 
Saturday that former President Donald Trump is safe after an apparent shooting during a 

campaign rally in the state of Pennsylvania.
"An incident occurred the evening of July 13 at a Trump rally in Pennsylvania. The Secret 

Service has implemented protective measures and the former President is safe. This is now an 
active Secret Service investigation and further information will be released when available," 
Guglielmi said on his social media.

Media footage showed Trump had blood on the right side of head as US Secret Service agents 

MOSCOW, July 14 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden has been briefed on the apparent shooting 
at former President Donald Trump's campaign rally in the state of Pennsylvania, the White 

House said in a statement.
"The President has received an initial briefing on the incident at Former President Trump’s 

rally," the White House said on Saturday.

Media footage showed Trump had blood on the right side of head as US Secret Service agents 
escorted him off the stage.

MOSCOW, July 14 (Sputnik) - The Trump campaign said former President Donald Trump is fine 

following an apparent shooting at a campaign rally in the state of Pennsylvania.
"President Trump thanks law enforcement and first responders for their quick action during this 

heinous act. He is fine and is being checked out at a local medical facility. More details will 
follow," a the Trump campaign said in a statement on Saturday.
Media footage showed Trump had blood on the right side of head as US Secret Service agents 

escorted him off the stage.
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WASHINGTON, July 13 (Sputnik) - The NATO declaration following the summit in Washington 
is nothing more than a document of "covetous and contemptuous global war" that Russia and 
China should pay close attention to, veteran Defense Department analyst and retired US Air 

Force Lt. Col. Karen Kwiatkowski told Sputnik.

"They [Russia and China] should read it carefully, and expose some of its hypocrisy. It is 

fundamentally a document of covetous and contemptuous global war, made by a shallow 
alliance that hasn’t won any war it has engaged in, and several of which it directly started, since 
its inception," Kwiatkowski said in an interview.

On Wednesday, NATO members released a joint Washington Summit Declaration, which 
outlines the alliance's efforts to further isolate Russia, bolster the alliance's security on its 

eastern flank, increase security assistance for Ukraine, and claim Ukraine is on an "irreversible 
path" into NATO, among other initiatives.
The declaration called on China "to cease all material and political support to Russia’s war 

effort," which allegedly includes "the transfer of dual-use materials, such as weapons 
components, equipment, and raw materials that serve as inputs for Russia’s defense sector." 

The Chinese Mission to the European Union reacted sharply, saying the declaration was "filled 
with Cold War mentality and belligerent rhetoric."
Unlike the US, China has not provided lethal weapons to any party to the conflict, Chinese 

officials said.

WASHINGTON, July 13 (Sputnik) - The NATO declaration following this week's summit in 
Washington is a tool for enriching American military corporations, and not a map for the 
development of the military bloc for the future, veteran Defense Department analyst and retired 

US Air Force Lt. Col. Karen Kwiatkowski told Sputnik.
"It is a bureaucratic document more suited to solicitations for a US arms manufacturers pyramid 

scheme than a functional guide to the future of NATO," Kwiatkowski said in an interview. 
At the same time, the document serves as a warning to the rest of the world that the military 

alliance sees no limit to its territorial ambitions and with the current level of funding will pose a 
threat to peace and security, and trade in the Black Sea and the Pacific regions, Kwiatkowski 
added.

According to Kwiatkowski, the major part of the declaration contradicts any defensive intent of 
the military bloc as NATO now seeks specific war and prewar efforts against Russia and China 
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WASHINGTON, July 13 (Sputnik) - NATO leaders at the Washington summit this week were in 

an almost hysterical state as they contemplated not just the serious, sustained challenge of a 
rising Russia and China, but also the growing likelihood that Donald Trump will be reelected in 

November for a second term as president of the United States, European and US foreign policy 
and national security experts told Sputnik.
"NATO is almost hysterical as it confronts the failure of its backfiring attempts to 'contain' 

Russia, China, Iran and the DPRK [North Korea] and the imminent likely election of a 
NATO-sceptic Trump as US president," former United Kingdom ambassador to Syria and 

WASHINGTON, July 13 (Sputnik) - NATO is unable and unprepared to defend European 
countries because most of its defensive capability has already been destroyed in Ukraine, 

veteran Defense Department analyst and retired US Air Force Lt. Col. Karen Kwiatkowski told 

Sputnik.
"NATO is unable and unprepared to defend European countries - in fact most of that defensive 
capability has been sent to Ukraine and destroyed already," Kwiatkowski said in an interview. 
European NATO members have had no reason to develop their own defense capabilities, 

diplomacy or trade due to the dominant role of the United States in the military bloc, including its 
key position in nuclear defense, Kwiatkowski noted.

On Wednesday, NATO members released a joint Washington Summit Declaration, which 
outlines the alliance's efforts to further isolate Russia, bolster the alliance's security on its 
eastern flank, increase security assistance for Ukraine, and claim Ukraine is on an "irreversible 

path" into NATO, among other initiatives.
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said on Thursday that NATO’s new development plan 

includes readiness to mobilize around 300,000 troops in the European Union, while the EU 
currently has 150,000 operational military personnel.

across multiple regions.
On Wednesday, NATO members released a joint Washington Summit Declaration, which 

outlines the alliance's efforts to further isolate Russia, bolster the alliance's security on its 

eastern flank, increase security assistance for Ukraine, and claim Ukraine is on an "irreversible 
path" into NATO, among other initiatives.

NATO also agreed to enhance its cooperation with the Indo-Pacific region including through 
projects in support of Ukraine.

ANALYSIS - NATO in State of Hysteria as Alliance Faces Russia, China, Trump Reelection - 
Experts
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political commentator Peter Ford said on Thursday.
The 32-nation alliance unveiled its new declaration earlier in the day emphasizing its 
determination to confront Russia and China in defense of what it called international law and to 

the purposes and principles of the UN Charter. However, the declaration made no reference as 
to other nations' and alliances' rights to interpret those concepts differently from NATO. 

Ford said the declaration did not appear to be rational and rather than presenting the alliance's 
principles and priorities in a way that could provide the basis for negotiated agreements with 

other nations, it indulged wildly in abuse.

"A psychiatrist reading the inordinately verbose, repetitive, breast beating, self-justifying NATO 
declaration would immediately diagnose a person having a nervous breakdown," Ford said. 

The former UK diplomat also said NATO leaders were now so limited in their understanding of 
the world that they could not recognize other nations' aspirations while clinging to old intellectual 

constructs such as their alleged "rules-based order."
"That the declaration repeatedly uses NATO's favorite but post-Gaza utterly discredited term 
'rules-based order' underlines that the organization is in pathological denial, unable to see itself 

as others see it," Ford said.
This denial extended to the refusal to acknowledge that while NATO may have gained more 

members, but in reality more liabilities than assets, two key states - Turkey and Hungary - were 
now increasingly members in name only, he said.
Ford said the declaration principally signals NATO's commitment to continue stoking the 

Ukraine conflict over a very long period, but this bluster may only last until the November US 
presidential election.

"We can but pray that Russia and China are sensible enough to see through the bluster and 
wait to see what happens," Ford added.
NATO'S AVALANCHE OF LIES

American University in Moscow President Edward Lozansky agreed that the declaration was 
irrational and worse, one that brings the world closer to the edge of the abyss. 

"The avalanche of lies is astonishing; the biggest one is that NATO is only a defensive 
organization and is not involved in this war [in Ukraine] when, in reality, it is not only involved but 
has provoked it," Lozansky said.

NATO claimed to champion the forces of freedom and progress in the world, but its militaristic 
and aggressive policies against so many nations undermined its own rhetoric, he said. 

Lozansky also said he was unsure why Hungary and Slovakia signed the declaration, which 
contradicted their previous statements, but speculated that perhaps they had to yield to the 
enormous pressure - something that has happened in the past to disobedient members. 

NATO DECLARATION A TEXTBOOK OF IMPERIAL OVERREACH
US constitutional historian and political commentator Dan Lazare said the declaration read like 

an archaic document out of the distant past, as it was so unconnected with reality that it read 
like something King Louis XVI might have issued before the French Revolution. 

"The declaration is a textbook example of imperial overreach," Lazare said, adding that while 
the alliance claims enemies are pressing in from all sides, NATO was extending its reach to 
ever-farther corners of the globe.

"According to the document, it is opening up a liaison office in Jordan, expanding operations in 
Kuwait and discussing strategy with the AUKUS [Australia-United Kingdom-United States] 
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nations" while also proclaiming the Indo-Pacific region as directly affecting Euro-Atlantic 
security, Lazare said. "But why stop there? Why not extend operations into the Antarctic or the 
Strait of Magellan?"

Lazare said a few elements in the declaration were particularly over the top even by NATO 
standards, such as the proclamation the alliance members will never recognize Russia’s new 

territories, including Crimea.
"But doesn't NATO know that the Crimean population has shown repeatedly that it doesn't want 

anything to do with Ukraine and that the formula is therefore a recipe for endless war?" Lazare 
said.
While the declaration accuses Russia of sabotage, acts of violence and provocations at allied 

borders, among other malicious activities, it is widely known the United States and its NATO 
allies were responsible for the greatest single act of sabotage by destroying the Nordstream 2 

pipelines, he said.
However, Lazare described the NATO Declaration's attack on China as especially ironic, Lazare 

said.

"What does NATO expect China to do - hold America's coat while it finishes off Moscow and 
then directs its aggression toward Beijing?" Lazare said.

If Washington truly wanted to put an end to the deepening Russia-China partnership, it should 
try lowering the temperature and adopting a more cooperative and reasonable approach, he 

said.
"Neither country is going away soon, so the United States better learn to live with it," Lazare 
added.

LAST DITCH EFFORT TO PROP UP CRUMBLING ALLIANCE

California State University Emeritus Professor of Political Affairs Beau Grosscup saw the 
declaration as a desperate last-ditch attempt to prop up the venerable and crumbling alliance 

before the US elections are held in November.
"I assess the meeting and declaration as an effort to shore up NATO before the 2024 US 

election, and the possibility of a Trump win," Grosscup said.
The declaration was also crafted to make a strong statement of support for Ukraine in its war 
against Russia, he said.

"Finally, the declaration is very clear that NATO is expanding its capabilities and commitments 
into the Pacific and Middle East/African theaters," Grosscup said.

The declaration was meant to try and show both NATO's friends and critics that the alliance 
was still a powerful force in the world to be reckoned with - a statement of unity and resolve that 
puts in doubt any notion of its demise among critics, he said.

However, the declaration will do nothing to change inexorable global realities and will not 
significantly change the dynamic of great power relations, Grosscup said.

For all the bluster and bluff, the declaration will seriously further increase already grave global 
tensions as China and Russia will see it as an aggressive act, Grosscup added.
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WASHINGTON, July 13 (Sputnik) - New Mexico judge Mary Marlowe dismissed the involuntary 
manslaughter case against Alec Baldwin during his trial, ruling that it cannot be refiled. 
"Motion to dismiss with prejudice is granted," Marlowe said on Friday during the ruling. 

According to reports, one of the special prosecutors in the trial resigned in the middle of the 

hearing.
Cinematographer Halyna Hutchins was killed on October 21,2021, when a gun held by US 

actor Alec Baldwin was fired during a scene rehearsal on the set at the Bonanza Creek Ranch. 
A wrongful death lawsuit was filed against Baldwin and other important members of the movie 

production on February 15, 2022.
In February 2023. Baldwin pleaded not guilty to involuntary manslaughter charges.

UNITED NATIONS, July 13 (Sputnik) - UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East (UNRWA) Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini said all states that stopped 

funding UNRWA with the exception of the United States have resumed their financial support for 
the agency.

"I am happy to say that, with the exception of the United States, which cannot resume before 
March 2025 because of legislative constraints, all the other countries are back," Lazzarini said 
on Friday.

Lazzarini expressed hope the United Kingdom will also be back soon and the received 
communications confirm that.

UNRWA crucially needs funding and can last until September without additional support, 

Lazzarini added.
Earlier in the day, the United Nations held a pledging conference to support the UNRWA in New 

York.
The main speakers were the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and the

Commissioner-General of UNRWA, Philippe Lazzarini.
The conference’s main goal was to ensure sufficient funding for UNRWA’s mission, especially 
as the United Nations views it as the only UN agency that effectively addresses critical issues in 

the Gaza Strip.
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US-RUSSIA MILITARY TALKS

* Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov and US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin 
discussed by telephone issues pertaining to preventing security threats, the Russian Defense 

Ministry said on Friday.
* Austin spoke by telephone with Belousov for the second time in less than a month, Defense 
Department deputy spokesperson Sabrina Singh said.

WASHINGTON, July 13 (Sputnik) - US Bankruptcy Judge Sean Lane dismissed former Donald 
Trump attorney Rudi Giuliani's bankruptcy case, allowing other lawsuits against him to proceed. 

Lane said in a 22-page decision on Friday that Giuliani's obfuscation of his financial affairs and 
uncooperative behavior justified dismissing the case instead of appointing a trustee to manage 

his assets.

The judge cited Giuliani's continued defamatory claims against two Georgia election workers, 

who were nominally awarded $148 million in damages last year after suing Giuliani for 
defamation.
"Such statements expose the estate to liability that severely threatens the recovery of any 

unsecured creditors, who can only recover after the Freeman Plaintiffs would receive payment 
on any such allowed administrative claim," Lane said.

Giuliani has multiple lawsuits pending against him that were paused as a result of the 
bankruptcy case and dismissing the case will allow those proceedings to move forward, Lane 
said.

"The plaintiffs in many of these matters have a right to a jury trial, making these cases better 
resolved outside the bankruptcy forum," Lane added.

In December, a court ordered Giuliani to pay a fine of $148 million for defaming two Georgia 
election workers - Ruby Freeman and Shaye Moss.
Giuliani had repeatedly accused Freeman and Ross of voter fraud in the 2020 election, but 

subsequently filed for bankruptcy.

ISRAEL-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

* US President Joe Biden said on Friday that Israel and Hamas have agreed on a framework 
for a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip.

* Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said reports about the possibility of Israel 
withdrawing forces from the Gaza-Egypt border as part of the negotiation process are fake 

news.
* UN General Assembly (UNGA) President Dennis Francis expressed concern that the UNRWA 
agency faces imminent financial collapse and could halt its operations this year, spokesperson
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US ECONOMY
* The US net international investments position worsened to minus 71% of gross domestic 

product last year, from 61% in 2022, as its debt grew, the International Monetary Fund said in a 
report on Friday.

NATO SUMMIT
* NATO is not willing to make Ukraine its new member now, but is ready to keep supporting the 

country for as long as it takes in the conflict against Russia, Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw 
Sikorski said on Friday.

* Russia is monitoring very closely the statements made at the NATO summit in Washington, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on Friday.
* Turkey has raised the issue about the need to prepare the foundation for negotiations on 

Ukraine at the NATO summit and is ready to propose the Istanbul process, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said.

CONFLICT IN UKRAINE

* Russia’s army group South has repelled six Ukrainian counterattacks in the past week and the 
Ukrainian military has lost up to 4,380 soldiers, the Russian Defense Ministry said on Friday.

* Moscow does not know anything about former US President Donald Trump's peace plan for 
Ukraine, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov said.

* Russia is ready to consider a proposal on Iran's mediation in resolving the conflict in Ukraine if 
Tehran expresses readiness to mediate on the issue, Russian Ambassador to Iran Alexey 
Dedov told Sputnik.

* The Western-supplied long-range missiles to Ukraine are already being used to strike Russian 
territory, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - Acting Special Coordinator for the Partnership for Global 
Infrastructure and Investment (PGI) Helaina Matza will travel to Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan July 

14-19 to discuss infrastructure investments in the Trans-Caspian Corridor, the State Department 
said on Friday.

“Building on [US] President [Joe] Biden’s commitment at the September 2023 C5+1 Summit to 
explore opportunities to support the Trans-Caspian Corridor, PGI is working to expand its global 

economic corridor approach and identify quality, sustainable infrastructure opportunities in 
Central Asia,” the statement said.
During the trip, Matza will meet with government officials and private sector partners to discuss 

potential infrastructure projects and financing opportunities, it added.
The Trans-Caspian Corridor, also known as the Trans-Caspian International Transport Route 
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu are expected to have engagement later in July but there is nothing to announce at 

present, White House spokesperson Karine Jean-Pierre said during a press briefing on Friday. 
"We believe that they will have some engagement but, I just don’t have anything to announce at 

this time," Jean-Pierre said when asked whether Biden intends to meet with Netanyahu later in 
the month.
Earlier in July, US media reported, citing officials familiar with the matter, that Biden and 

Netanyahu could meet during the latter's visit to Washington to address Congress on July 24. 
The meeting will likely take place at the White House but details are still being worked out by 

both sides, the official added.

(TITR), is a trade route that runs through Kazakhstan, the Caspian Sea, Azerbaijan, Georgia 
and Turkey before reaching the European Union.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - UK billionaire businessman Richard Branson on Friday 

became the latest person to call on US President Joe Biden to leave the presidential race while 
it is not too late.

“[Biden’s] desire to carry on has created a dangerous distraction from the issues this 
presidential race should really focus on. It’s not too late to make the right decision now and step 
aside - for America, and for the free world,” Branson said in a public statement.

According to Branson, there are many younger and talented people in the United States who 
could take Biden’s place in the upcoming presidential race.

On Monday, Biden sent a letter to Democratic lawmakers to reassure them that he is "firmly 
committed" to staying in the presidential race despite his poor showing in the first presidential 
debate last month.

Biden appeared confused and incoherent throughout his first debate with Trump on June 27, 
reinforcing rather than refuting ongoing concerns about his cognitive abilities at age 81. His poor 

performance has led some Democratic politicians and donors to call for his removal as a 

candidate.
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The United States has imposed sanctions on Hakiman 
Shargh Research Company from Iran for its alleged involvement in the country’s chemical 
weapons development, US Department of State spokesperson Matthew Miller said on Friday. 

"The Department of State is today imposing sanctions on Hakiman Shargh Research Company 
for its involvement in Iran’s chemical weapons research and development," Miller said in a 

statement.
The United States designated the company for engaging or attempting to engage in activities or 

transactions that materially contribute to the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction by 

Iran, the statement said.
During a meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in Astana, Kazakhstan earlier this 

week, Iran's Acting President Mohammad Mokhber said that Iran opposes the use of political 
tools, especially unilateral sanctions, in the energy sector.
The Hakiman Shargh Research Company, established in 1999, is located in the city of Isfahan 

and is subject to secondary sanctions.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden has been making gaffes for 

decades and will likely make more in the future, Biden campaign communications chief Michael 
Tyler said on Friday.

“Joe Biden has been making gaffes for 40 years. He made a couple last night. He will probably 
continue to do so,” Tyler said during a White House press briefing.

On Thursday, Biden mistakenly introduced Russian President Vladimir Putin as the leader of 
Ukraine instead of Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
Biden also mistakenly called Republican challenger Donald Trump his vice president instead of 

Kamala Harris on Thursday.
The gaffes come amid concerns among some Democrats about Biden’s viability as a 

candidate, following a lackluster debate performance against Trump last month. A growing 
number of Democratic lawmakers have even called on Biden to end his campaign.
However, Biden and his campaign have said that he intends to act as the Democratic Party’s 

nominee for the 2024 race.
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US West Texas Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude settled Friday’s trade at $82.21 per barrel, 
down 41 cents, or 0.5%. For the week, WTI lost 1.1% although the US crude benchmark 
remained up around 15% for the year.

UK-origin Brent crude finished the US trading session at $85.03 per barrel, down 37 cents, or
0.4% on the day. Brent lost 1.7% for the week, although the global crude benchmark remains up 

around 10% on the year.
Crude prices fell for the week after a media report on Friday cited data from China’s General 

Administration of Customs showing that the country’s crude imports dropped by 2.3% in the first 
half of this year compared with the January-June period of 2023.
On Thursday, the Paris-based International Energy Agency (IEA) also revised down its 

expectations about oil demand in China.

"Oil consumption in China, long the engine of global oil demand growth, contracted in both April 

and May, and is now assessed marginally below earlier levels" in the second quarter of this 
year, the IEA said.
Oil traders constantly look to China for a guide on demand. The EIA guidance on China came 

ahead of data due from Beijing on Monday that was likely to show the economy grew just 5.1% 
in the second quarter compared with the March-June period of 2023 — the slowest growth in 

three quarters.
Oil’s 2024 rally began with threats to supply caused by geopolitical developments and output 
cuts by producers in the 23-nation OPEC+ alliance led by Saudi Arabia and Russia. 

Lately though, the run-up in crude prices has been powered by bets that the summer season, 
the busiest for travel in the United States, will result in huge drawdowns in crude stockpiles as 

refiners race to make enough fuels to feed everything from cars to trucks, airplanes and ships. 
Even so, the market had been under pressure earlier this week on concerns that the July rally 

in oil had been expedited by bets of damage that could be done to US energy installations by 

Hurricane Beryl — a threat that never materialized.
That was before the indications on Chinese demand surfaced.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The Czech Republic is 50% dependent on Russian oil but it 
is seeking to import more energy resources from the United States, Czech Republic President 

Petr Pavel said on Friday.
"As for the oil, we are still dependent by 50% on Russian deliveries, but this situation will end 

by the end of this year and latest, beginning of next year, when the facility will be ready to 
increase capacity of the TAL-PLUS pipeline from Italy with the terminal in Trieste," Pavel said 

during a discussion hosted by the Atlantic Council.

The Czech Republic is also working with partners, including in the United States, on long-term 
contracts for oil and liquefied natural gas, Pavel said.

With respect to gas, the Czech Republic is now at zero dependence on Russian gas, Pavel 

said.
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The United States on Friday announced visa restrictions for 

Chinese officials involved in alleged repression of religious and ethnic minorities, the State 
Department said in a statement on Friday.

"The United States continues to promote accountability in defense of human rights in China. 
Today, the State Department is taking steps to impose visa restrictions on People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) officials for their involvement in repression of marginalized religious and ethnic 

communities," the statement said.
The State Department accused China of committing "genocide" in Xinjiang, flouting freedoms in 

Hong Kong, and engaging in abuses in Tibet and "transnational repression" globally.
China has on multiple occasions rejected US allegations of it mistreating minorities as 

"unfounded" and as interference in its internal affairs.

The country has assured deliveries through Germany, through terminals in the Netherlands and 
Germany from different sources, including the United States, Pavel added.
Reducing energy dependence on Russia became one of the European Union's top priorities 

after the start of Moscow's special military operation in Ukraine in February 2022, when the bloc 
decided to phase out its imports of Russian fuel.

The decision led to a sharp increase in gas prices in the European Union. To curb the price

hike, the European Commission presented several measures, including joint purchasing, 

imposing a price cap and increased energy conservation efforts.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - No single country can alone bridge relations between the 

collective West and Russia but it is important to pursue any opportunities to open lines of 
communication between the two sides, Czech Republic President Petr Pavel said on Friday. 
"I believe that there are many other ways to facilitate the dialogue between the East and West 

but not necessarily through one specific country," Pavel said during a discussion hosted by the 
Atlantic Council. "I don't think that Czechia or any other allied country is in a position to really 

become a bridge. Not even Hungary will be a bridge."

However, Pavel emphasized that it is important to remain open to any lines of communication 

that can be established with Russia.
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban recently met with Russian President Vladimir Putin and 

Chinese President Xi Jinping as part of his diplomatic effort to open up lines of communication 

to resolve the conflict in Ukraine.

On Thursday, White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters that Orban's 
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - A US Navy Reserve officer was convicted for perpetrating a 
bribery scheme related to Special Immigrant Visas (SIV) for Afghan nationals, the Justice 

Department said on Friday.
"According to court documents and evidence presented at trial, Jeromy Pittmann, 53, of

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The West understands that it will not be able to recover lost 

territories in Ukraine, Czech Republic's President Petr Pavel said on Friday.
"We understand that under current circumstances there is no realistic option on how to get 

them back," Pavel said during a discussion hosted by the Atlantic Council.

However, he added that the West will never recognize these territories as Russian.
In June, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that Russia would enter a ceasefire and start 

talks with Ukraine as soon as Kiev withdrew troops from Russia-controlled regions and 
abandoned plans to join NATO.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy rejected the proposal, calling it an ultimatum.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump said on Friday that Vice 
President Kamala Harris would be an easier opponent in the 2024 race than President Joe 

Biden in many regards, amid speculation about whether Harris could replace Biden as the 
Democratic nominee.

“I think in many ways [Harris] may be easier than Biden,” Trump said in an interview on the 
Clay Travis and Buck Sexton Show.
Some Democrats have expressed concerns about Biden’s viability as a candidate and called on 

him to end his campaign, following a lackluster debate performance against Trump last month. 
However, Trump said that his campaign is focused on Biden as an opponent until he officially 

drops out of the race.

peace efforts have not been sanctioned by Ukraine nor are they consistent with US foreign 

policy.
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UNITED NATIONS, July 12 (Sputnik) - All UN member states should protect the United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and make sure it 
also has sufficient funds, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said on Friday.

Pensacola, Florida, received bribe money from Afghan nationals in exchange for drafting, 
submitting, and falsely verifying false letters of recommendation for citizens of Afghanistan who 
applied for SIVs with the US State Department," the Justice Department said in a statement. 

Pittmann signed more than 20 false letters claiming that he personally knew and supervised 
Afghan national visa applicants while they worked to support the US military and NATO as 

translators, the statement said.
However, Pittmann did not really know the applicants and had no basis for recommending them 

but received several thousand dollars in bribes that he documented under false invoices, the 

statement said.
A jury convicted Pittmann of conspiracy to commit bribery and false writing, bribery, false writing 

and conspiracy to commit concealment money laundering, the statement added.
Pittmann is scheduled to be sentenced on October 21 and faces up to 45 years in prison, 

according to the statement.

UNITED NATIONS, July 12 (Sputnik) - The UN Security Council has extended the mandate of 

the United Nation’s Integrated Office in Haiti (BINUH) until July 15, 2025, a Sputnik 
correspondent reported from the scene on Friday.

The UN Security Council approved the draft unanimously, expressing concern over the high 
level ofcrime in Haiti. BINUH plays a part in assisting the local authorities in tackling the danger 
posed by gangs in addition to its other duties.

The resolution said it reaffirms support for the effective implementation of BINUH’s mandate 
and encourages the mission while maintaining its focus on supporting a Haitian-led and 

Haitian-owned political process toward holding free and fair elections.

The resolution also expresses support for the Haitian National Police, including providing 
training on anti-gang tactics and human rights compliance.

On February 29, gang violence erupted in Haiti’s capital Port-au-Prince. The gangs said their 
goal was to prevent the country’s prime minister from returning to Haiti and took control over 

parts of the city. The gangs also stormed Haiti's largest prison and freed an unspecified number 
of inmates. Following the events, the Haitian government declared a state of emergency in the 

capital region.
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The US Federal Aviation Administration said on Friday that it 
is grounding SpaceX's Falcon 9 rocket while it investigates a mishap that occurred during a 

lunch earlier this week.

"The FAA is aware an anomaly occurred during the SpaceX Starlink Group 9-3 mission that 

"My appeal to everyone is this: Protect UNRWA, protect UNRWA staff, and protect UNRWA’s 
mandate - including through funding. Let me be clear: there is no alternative to UNRWA," 
Guterres said in the General Assembly Hall to the UN members at UNRWA’s pledging 

conference.
Guterres added that the organization was now working on straightening UNRWA but also had 

to end this ‘terrible war’.
The United Nations is holding a pledging conference to support the UN Palestine’s agency. The 

main speakers are the UN Secretary-General and the Commissioner-General of UNRWA,
Philippe Lazzarini. Its main goal is to ensure sufficient funds for its mission as the UN views it as 
the only UN agency effectively tackling the issues in Gaza.

UNITED NATIONS, July 11 (Sputnik) - US Ambassador to the United Nations Linda

Thomas-Greenfield said on Friday that none of her colleagues have expressed concern about 
President Joe Biden’s cognitive capability to govern.
"None of my colleagues have expressed concerns to me. We just saw the president host an 

extraordinarily successful NATO Conference in Washington with around 33 countries 
represented," Thomas-Greenfield said.

Democrats and others, including the US corporate media, criticized Biden after his disastrous 
performance during the first presidential debate with Republican challenger Donald Trump in 
Atlanta on June 27. Biden, 81, appeared confused and absent, often having trouble expressing 

himself.
Following Biden’s lackluster press conference on Thursday, concerns about the cognitive 

decline of the US president grew louder.
Most recently, Biden mistakenly called US Vice President Kamala Harris "Vice President 

Trump" and introduced Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the NATO summit in Washington by 

referring to him as "Putin."
However, Thomas-Greenfield reiterated her stance that she is not concerned about Biden’s 

mental health.
"I have absolutely no concern," Thomas-Greenfield added.
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UNITED NATIONS, July 12 (Sputnik) -All UN member states should protect the United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and make sure it 
also has sufficient funds, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said on Friday. 

“My appeal to everyone is this: Protect UNRWA, protect UNRWA staff, and protect UNRWA’s 
mandate - including through funding. Let me be clear: there is no alternative to UNRWA,” 
Guterres said in the General Assembly Hall to the UN members at UNRWA’s pledging 

conference.
Guterres added that the organization was now working on straightening UNRWA but also had 

to end this ‘terrible war’.
The United Nations is holding a pledging conference to support the UN Palestine’s agency. The 
main speakers are the UN Secretary-General and the Commissioner-General of UNRWA,

Philippe Lazzarini. Its main goal is to ensure sufficient funds for its mission as the UN views it as 
the only UN agency effectively tackling the issues in Gaza.

launched from Vandenberg Space Force Base in California on July 11," the release said. "The 
incident involved the failure of the upper stage rocket while it was in space. No public injuries or 
public property damage have been reported. The FAA is requiring an investigation."

The FAA said the Falcon 9 rocket will be grounded until the issues have been resolved and it is 
determined that there is no threat to public safety.

SpaceX said in a separate statement that a liquid oxygen leak developed on Falcon 9's second 
stage rocket during Thursday's Starlink mission, which affected the engine's power. As a result 

of the incident, the Starlink satellites were released into space in a lower than intended orbit.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - A majority of registered voters in the United States view both 
US President Joe Biden and Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump as embarrassing, 

according to a Pew Research poll.
Biden and Trump were both described as embarrassing by 63% of respondents, the poll report 

said on Thursday.
One-third of Trump supporters (33%) described him as embarrassing and 37% of Biden 

supporters described him as embarrassing, the poll report said.

However, less than one-quarter of respondents, 24%, described Biden as mentally sharp, 
whereas 58% described Trump as mentally sharp, the poll report said.
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The share of respondents who described Biden as mentally sharp has dropped by six 
percentage points since January, the poll report added.
Biden’s cognitive competence has come under increased scrutiny after a lackluster debate 

performance against Trump last month.
Trump holds a four-point lead over Biden ahead of Election Day, the poll report said. Forty-four 

percent (44%) of respondents would vote for Trump if the election were held today, 40% would 
vote for Biden and 15% would vote for independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the poll 

report said.
The poll surveyed 7,729 registered voters from July 1-7.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The United States has not allowed Ukraine to strike deep 

into Russia with its ATACMs, but that could change, Pentagon deputy press secretary Sabrina 
Singh said on Friday.

“As the war has changed, our policies have adapted and you've seen that play out in Kharkov 
and it could expand into other areas. But right now, we have not authorized the use of ATACMS 

for deep strike capabilities within Russia,” Singh said

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The newly appointed Commander of the Canadian Armed 
Forces Lt. Gen. Michael Wright has assumed his position, the country’s Ministry of National 

Defense said on Friday.
The ceremony was presided by outgoing Chief of Defense Staff Wayne Eyre at the Salaberry 

Armory in Gatineau, Quebec, the Ministry of National Defense said in a statement. 

"Today, Lieutenant-General Michael Wright assumed his new position as Commander
Canadian Army from Lieutenant-General Jocelyn Paul," the statement said.

Wright will replace his outgoing counterpart as he is currently preparing to retire after 36 years 
of service, the statement also said.
Wright will also serve as the new Defense Team Co-Champion for Indigenous Peoples, position 

held by Lt. Gen. Paul for ten years, the statement added.
Wright has previously served as commander of the Canadian Forces Intelligence Command 

and as Chief of Defense Intelligence in Ottawa.
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UNITED NATIONS, July 12 (Sputnik) - United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) President 
Dennis Francis expressed deep concern that the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) faces imminent financial collapse and could halt 
its operations this year, his Spokesperson Monica Grayley said on Friday.
"The UNGA president said that it should deeply alarm us all that UNWRA is currently standing 

on the precipice of financial collapse. If nothing changes, UNWRA could be forced to cease 
operations this year," Grayley said during a UN press briefing.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Friday that Israel and 

Hamas have agreed to the framework on a Gaza ceasefire.
"Six weeks ago I laid out a comprehensive framework for how to achieve a ceasefire and bring 

the hostages home. There is still work to do and these are complex issues, but that framework 
is now agreed to by both Israel and Hamas. My team is making progress and I'm determined to 

get this done," Biden wrote on social media.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - Poland is exploring the idea of shooting down Russian 
missiles in Ukraine’s airspace to prevent them from getting into Polish airspace, Foreign Minister 

Radoslaw Sikorski said on Friday.
"Our dilemma is the following. If we shoot them [Russian missiles] down only when they cross 

into our space, the debris is a threat to our citizens and to our property, and the Ukrainians are 
saying, ‘Please, we will not mind, do it over our space when they are in imminent danger of 
crossing into Polish territory.’ To my mind, that's self-defense, but we are exploring the idea," 

Sikorski said during a discussion hosted by the American Enterprise Institute.
On Monday, Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk and Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed a 10-year 

security cooperation agreement that includes a provision to develop a mechanism to shoot 
down Russian missiles and drones launched in the direction of Poland within Ukrainian 

airspace.
White House National Security Communications Advisor John Kirby has pushed back on the 
idea, stating that the Biden administration doesn’t want to see the conflict escalate as a result of 

Poland downing Russian missiles over Ukraine.

National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan also did not support the idea by noting that it would be 
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin spoke by phone with 
Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov for the second time in less than a month, Pentagon 

deputy press secretary Sabrina Singh said on Friday.
"This morning, Secretary Austin also spoke by phone with Russian Minister of Defense Andrei 

Belousov. During the call, the Secretary emphasized the importance of maintaining lines of 
communication amid Russia's ongoing war against Ukraine," Singh said during a press briefing. 
The last time the two ministers spoke was on June 25.

Unlike the previous time, the Russian side initiated today's call, Singh added.
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unga president says deeply alarming that unrwa on precipice of financial collapse, could be 
forced to cease operations this year - spokesperson

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The X social media platform has turned down an "illegal 

secret deal" from the European Commission to censor speech in exchange for not receiving 
fines, billionaire entrepreneur and X owner Elon Musk said on Friday.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said on Friday that Israel and 

Hamas have agreed to the framework on a Gaza ceasefire.
"Six weeks ago I laid out a comprehensive framework for how to achieve a ceasefire and bring 

the hostages home. There is still work to do and these are complex issues, but that framework 
is now agreed to by both Israel and Hamas. My team is making progress and I'm determined to 
get this done," Biden wrote on social media.
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The NATO Washington Summit Declaration demonstrates 
that the alliance is sleepwalking into pursuing the interests of the American military-industrial 
complex and drawing closer to a "thermonuclear holocaust," global peace activist Dr. Helen 

Caldicott told Sputnik.
From July 9-11, Washington hosted NATO’s 75th anniversary summit. The summit declaration 

outlined new steps to counter Russia, expressed support for Ukraine on its "irreversible path" to 
NATO, committed to the full development of integrated NATO ballistic missile defense and more 
frequent and large-scale military training and exercises.

"NATO’s Washington summit declaration is clearly penned by the Pentagon and the American 
military industrial complex," Caldicott, who is also a co-founder of the Nobel Peace

Prize-winning Physicians for Social Responsibility, said.
As part of modernization of its collective defense, NATO will boost artificial intelligence 
capabilities; modernize and invest in nuclear capabilities; increase chemical, biological and 

radiological capabilities, as well as missile defense, according to the declaration.
NATO is also extending its reach into the Asia Pacific region, expanding partnerships with the 

Middle East and Africa, and plans to conduct large-scale training and drills including the "largest 
military exercise in a generation," Steadfast Defender 24.
While encouraging more members to spend 2% of GDP on defense, the alliance reaffirms that 

expenditure beyond that figure will be needed amid a "more contested security order." 
"Do these poor little countries not understand that they are being taken for a ride by the vastly 

powerful wicked American military industrial complex, which dominates Congress and its 
appropriation of vast funds for killing?" Caldicott said.
The world, she warned, is on the way to a "thermonuclear holocaust" as Russia is "extremely 

irritated by these aggressive moves," including the prospect of NATO expanding to Ukraine. 
The Biden administration does not seem to be taking those risks seriously, Caldicott said. 

The decisions made at the NATO summit in Washington will force Moscow to take deterrence 
measures, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on Thursday.

NATO's military buildup near Russian borders and its involvement in the Ukraine conflict 
constitute a very serious threat to Russia's national security, Peskov said.

"The European Commission offered X an illegal secret deal: if we quietly censored speech 
without telling anyone, they would not fine us. The other platforms accepted that deal. X did 
not," Musk wrote on X.

Musk's remarks come in direct response to comments made by EU Commission Executive Vice 
President Margrethe Vestager accusing the social media platform of violating the Digital 

Services Act.



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/15/2024 1:02:49 PM

Poland Explores Possibility of Downing Russian Missiles Over Ukraine - Foreign Minister

More Democrats Call on Biden to End 2024 US Presidential Campaign - Statements

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/15/2024 1:02:49 PM

Biden Says Gaza Ceasefire Framework Now Agreed to by Both Israel and Hamas, Reaffirms 
His Determination to Achieve Peace

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Elon Musk Says X Turned Down 'Illegal Secret Deal' From European Commission to Censor 

Speech And Avoid Fines, Unlike Other Platforms
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - Poland is exploring the idea of shooting down Russian 
missiles in Ukraine’s airspace to prevent them from getting into Polish airspace, Foreign Minister 
Radoslaw Sikorski said on Friday.

“Our dilemma is the following. If we shoot them [Russian missiles] down only when they cross 
into our space, the debris is a threat to our citizens and to our property, and the Ukrainians are 

saying, ‘Please, we will not mind, do it over our space when they are in imminent danger of 
crossing into Polish territory.’ To my mind, that's self-defense, but we are exploring the idea,” 
Sikorski said during a discussion hosted by the American Enterprise Institute.

On Monday, Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
signed a ten-year security cooperation agreement that includes a provision to develop a 

mechanism to shoot down Russian missiles and drones launched in the direction of Poland 
within Ukrainian airspace.
White House National Security Communications Advisor John Kirby has pushed back on the 

idea, stating that the Biden administration doesn’t want to see the conflict escalate as a result of 
Poland downing Russian missiles over Ukraine.

National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan also did not support the idea by noting that it would be 
better to supply Ukraine with enough air defense systems instead.
Russia has consistently warned against the West's continued arms deliveries to Ukraine, 

saying that they only prolong the conflict without changing its outcome.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - More Democratic lawmakers are calling on President Joe 
Biden to end his 2024 reelection campaign and step aside for an alternative nominee.
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US Congressman Meets With Biden to Convey Democratic Caucus' Conclusions on Path 
Forward

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - US House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries said on Friday 
that he met with President Joe Biden to share the Democratic Caucus’ perspectives and 

conclusions on the way forward.

"On behalf of the House Democratic Caucus, I requested and was graciously granted a private 
meeting with President Joe Biden. That meeting occurred yesterday evening," Jeffries said. "In 

my conversation with President Biden, I directly expressed the full breadth of insight, heartfelt 
perspectives, and conclusions about the path forward that the Caucus has shared in our recent 

time together."
On Monday, Biden sent a letter to Democratic lawmakers to reassure them that he is firmly 

committed to staying in the presidential race despite his dismal showing in the first presidential 

debate with challenger Donald Trump on June 27.
Biden appeared confused and incoherent throughout the debate, reinforcing rather than 

refuting ongoing concerns about his cognitive abilities at age 81.
Biden’s poor performance has led numerous Democratic politicians and donors as well as 

others to call for his removal as a presidential candidate.

Democrats began expressing concerns about Biden’s viability as a candidate after a lackluster 
debate performance against Republican challenger Donald Trump. The concerns have been 
further exacerbated by a number of public gaffes during recent events.

On Thursday evening, Congressman Jim Himes urged Biden to "step away" from the 
presidential campaign. Biden is not the strongest candidate to defeat Trump, Himes said. 

Congressman Brad Schneider on Thursday also called on Biden to step aside for a new 
generation of Democratic leaders.

On Friday, Congresswoman Brittany Pettersen likewise called on Biden to "pass the torch" to 
other Democratic leaders so that the party has the best chance to defeat Trump in the 2024 

race.
The Democratic lawmakers join numerous others who have previously called on Biden to end 
his campaign, although top Democratic congressional leaders have declined to publicly call on 

Biden to drop out of the race.



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/15/2024 1:02:49 PM

Increase in Public Debt Has Led to Deterioration in US Investment Position - IMF

y HATO cePiMac "HeT anneTMTa" npMHUMaib yxpaMHy b anbSHc - Cmkopckmm

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/15/2024 1:02:49 PM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

House said on Friday.
"Dr. Jill Biden, First Lady of the United States, will lead the delegation to the opening of the 
Olympic Games. The opening ceremony will take place on July 26, 2024," the statement said. 

Second Gentleman Douglas Emhoff will lead the US delegation to the closing ceremony on 
August 11, the statement said.

Biden also directed US Senator Tammy Duckworth to lead the delegation during the opening of 
the Paralympic Games on August 28.

In addition, the White House said US Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra will 
head of the US delegation to the closing of the Paralympic Games on September 8.
The individual members of each delegation will be announced at a later date, according to the 

statement.

BALUI/IHrTOH, 12 mon - PI/IA Hoboctm. Mmhmctp MHocTpaHHbix flen rionbLUH PaflocnaB 
Cmkopckmm npM3Han, mto MneHbi HATO b flaHHbiM MOMem He HacipoeHbi npMHMMaTb yxpaMHy b 

anbflHC.
"y anbnHca HeT anneTHTa flenaTb oto b flaHHbiM MOMeHT ", - cxa3an Cmkopckmm, BbicTynas Ha 

nnoLgaftKe 1/lHCTMTyTa aMepMKaHCKoro npeflnpMHMMaTenbCTBa, KOMMeHTMpyn nepcneKTMBy 
HneHCTBa yxpaMHbi b HATO.

ripM 3tom oh flo6aBMn, mto y HATO ecTb >xenaHMe npoflon>xaTb noflflep>KMBaTb yxpaMHy flo Tex 
nop, noxa oHa He "no6eflMT".
no MToraM cocTosBLuerocn Ha otom Heflene b aMepMKaHCKOM cTonMLje caMMMTa HATO MneHbi 

anbSHca noo6eLganM yxpaMHe "Heo6paTMMyio flopory" b anbSHc, oflHaxo He o6o3HaMMnM 

KOHKpeTHbIX cpoxoB BCTynneHMS.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The US net international investments position worsened to 
minus 71% of gross domestic product last year, from 61% in 2022, as its debt grew, the 
International Monetary Fund said in a report made public on Friday.

"The largest debtor economy remains the United States, whose net international investment 
position deteriorated from -61 percent of GDP in 2022 to -71 percent in 2023," the IMF said in 

its 2024 External Sector Report.
The net international investment position of a country is the difference between its foreign 
assets and liabilities, including those of its government, private sector and citizens. Often 

expressed as a ratio to GDP, it is used to assess the country's creditworthiness. A negative 
reading indicates that the country is more vulnerable to international financial market volatility.
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OcjDMUManbHbiM npeflCTaBHTenb MMfl Poccmm Mapi/ia 3axapoBa Ha3Bana peujeHHs npMHSTbie 
Ha caMMme HATO OTHocMTenbHo BCTynneHMa yKpaMHbi b anbsiHc "noKa3HbiM eflHHCTBOM", 

KOTopoe 6yKBanbH0 TpeLgano no LUBaM.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The United States could be vulnerable to a shrinking in 
foreign demand for its debt instruments though any fallout will be moderate if the dollar 

maintains its standing as the world’s dominant currency, the International Monetary Fund said in 
a report made public on Friday.

“Financial stability risk could surface in the form of an unexpected decline in foreign demand 
for US fixed-income securities, which is a main component of the country’s external liabilities,” 
the IMF said in its 2024 External Sector Report. “The risk, which could materialize, for example, 

as a result of a failure to reestablish fiscal sustainability, remains moderate given the dominant 

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The International Monetary Fund is advising the United 
States to dismantle its tariffs and trade barriers and resolve any investment disagreements with 
other countries, according to a report made public on Friday.

“Tariff barriers and other trade distortions should be rolled back, and trade and investment 
disagreements with other countries should be resolved in a manner that supports an open, 

stable, and transparent global trading system,” the IMF said in the policy recommendations 
section of its 2024 “External Sector Report”.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - NATO is not willing to make Ukraine its new member now, 

but is ready to keep supporting it for as long as it takes in the conflict against Russia, Polish 
Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski said on Friday.

"There is no appetite in the [NATO] alliance to do that now but there is appetite and every 
willingness and we were yesterday at 31 plus one, so 31 countries were fully committed to long 
term assistance to Ukraine in winning this [conflict] now," Sikorski said during a discussion 

hosted by the American Enterprise Institute.
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WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - More than half of Americans want to curb immigration to the 
United States, a number not seen in nearly 20 years, a new Gallup poll revealed on Friday. 

"Significantly more U.S. adults than a year ago, 55% versus 41%, would like to see immigration 
to the U.S. decreased. This is the first time since 2005 that a majority of Americans have wanted 

there to be less immigration, and today’s figure is the largest percentage holding that view since 
a 58% reading in 2001," the pollster said.
The record high was 65%, recorded in 1993 and 1995, it added.

Only 16% of people would like to see more immigration, while every fourth American agreed to 
keep it at the current level. According to the survey, both numbers have significantly shrunk 

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - The US net international investments position worsened to 
minus 71% of gross domestic product last year, from 61% in 2022, as its debt grew, the 
International Monetary Fund said in a report made public on Friday.

“The largest debtor economy remains the United States, whose net international investment 
position deteriorated from -61 percent of GDP in 2022 to -71 percent in 2023,” the IMF said in 

its 2024 External Sector Report.
The net international investment position of a country is the difference between its foreign 
assets and liabilities, including those of its government, private sector and citizens. Often 

expressed as a ratio to GDP, it is used to assess the country's creditworthiness. A negative 
reading indicates that the country is more vulnerable to international financial market volatility.

WASHINGTON, July 12 (Sputnik) - Russia’s foreign reserves and exchange rates system 
continue cushioning its economy from shocks, while capital controls offset the impact of 

sanctions, the International Monetary Fund said in a report made public on Friday. 
“Russia’s large FX reserves and floating exchange rate regime continue to help absorb 

shocks,” the IMF said in its 2024 External Sector Report. “Remaining capital controls effectively 
curtailed capital outflows and helped preserve buffers despite sanctions.”
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since the previous polls.
"Also, in the latest survey, 42% describe the situation at the U.S. border with Mexico as a crisis 
and 35% a major problem, although those figures are little changed from prior readings in 2019 

and 2023," it added.
On average, since 1965, 42% of Americans have favored reduced immigration, 35% preferred 

keeping the status quo, and 18% wanted increased immigration, the poll said.
The poll highlighted that all three major voter groups were significantly less supportive of 

immigration than a year ago.
"This includes a 15-point increase among Republicans (to 88%), an 11-point increase among 
independents (to 50%) and a 10-point increase among Democrats (to 28%)," it added. 

The poll was conducted from June 3-23 among 1,005 adults in all 50 US states and the District 
of Columbia.


