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On Thursday, a Yemeni drone struck a building in the Israeli capital of Tel Aviv, killing at least 
one, according to Israeli officials. The Ansar Allah (Houthi) forces said its drone bypassed Israeli 

air defenses and declared Tel Aviv as an unsafe zone and a primary target for their weapons. 
Israel blamed the attack on human error and claimed its defenses were not breached. 
Video on social media shows a gliding-type drone flying over the shoreline near Tel Aviv before 

arriving in the city and causing a large explosion. The Houthis said the new drone is 
undetectable by Israeli air defenses and named it the Jafa, after the Palestinian name for Tel 

Aviv before it was occupied by Israel. Its projected path indicates it bypassed far more than just 
Israeli defenses, traveling nearly 1000 miles (~1600 km) according to some estimates. 
“The Yemeni drone did not just bypass Israeli air defenses, it also bypassed the US Navy, the 

UK Royal Navy. It bypassed Saudi air defenses... it bypassed Jordan, it bypassed everything 
and it managed to hit in the capital of the Israeli occupation state,” journalist and editor of The 

Cradle Esteban Carrillo told Sputnik. “[Israel is] calling it human error. "We saw something enter 
through the south, we didn’t think it was a threat.’ Well, they were wrong.”
The Houthis have made clear that their actions against Israel are done in solidarity with the 

Palestinians in Gaza who have been suffering under an Israeli military campaign that has been 
described as a genocide by multiple world leaders and human rights organizations. But Yemen 

is one of the poorest countries in the world and there are several rich Arab states in the area, 

with the resources to do more.
Carrillo says he is not surprised that they have declined to do more.

“This has been the status quo for decades at this point, right? When have the Saudis ever come 
to the aid of the Palestinians? When has Iraq? When have the Jordanians, right? Like, since the 

[Six-Day War], [which] seems like so long ago, they have essentially normalized [relations with 
Israel], same with Egypt.”
Carrillo noted that while many countries in the region have not officially normalized relations with 

Israel, it has become a “de facto normalization”due to their desire to keep warm relations with 
the West.

“They still believe in US supremacy and US primacy, and Israel is as we know [and] have 
absolutely no doubt anymore over the past nine months, it’s probably the most essential foreign 
policy project from the US,” which transcends political lines and administrations, Carrillo argued. 

“Israel has always been number one. Right now you have presidential candidates essentially in 
competition to show who is the most Zionist of them all.”

While certain Gulf states have been more willing to take actions that anger the US, such as 
when OPEC+ cut oil production against the wishes of US President Joe Biden, those actions 

usually have a financial benefit for the countries, while aiding the Palestinians only offers moral 

standing.
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“There’s nothing to be gained from [helping the Palestinians] except the moral stance, right? 
The ethical stance to show that you care for human beings who are being shelled day in and 
day out for nine months, entire families exploding into bits,” Carrillo explained, adding that “This 

is not something that interests the Gulf leaders.”
Still, the Yemenis and Hezbollah in Lebanon are making a significant impact, not only with their 

shelling of Israel, where Hezbollah has forced the evacuation of the north but also in the Red 
Sea, where the Houthis have all but halted shipping to Israel and the combined forces of the US 

and the UK have been unable to stop them. The strike on Tel Aviv proves that the Houthis have 
even greater capability than previously thought, and represents a new phase in the war. 
“[The Israeli papers] the Walla Daily said the drone incident proves that deference has 

collapsed. Haaretz... is saying this drone incident-that's what they keep calling it-reflects a new 
face in the war. The Maariv newspaper is saying this is the starting shot from Yemen,” recounted 

Carrillo.
The Walla Daily also asked if this was the start of a war with Yemen, but openly wondered if the 
Israeli Defense Force was up to the task. “The question arises, in this sense, if the IDF has the 

appropriate means for a significant attack [against Yemen],” the paper wrote (translated).

Calls for US President Joe Biden to step aside in the Presidential election have grown louder 
the past few days. Several US media outlets reported that the President is considering stepping 

aside, possibly this weekend. The White House has vehemently denied those reports. 
Several alternatives for Biden have been proposed, but in recent days support has seemingly 
coalesced behind Biden’s running mate Kamala Harris. The choice is not born out of any 

excitement for Harris, but rather because of the messy process that would ensue if party 
leadership leapfrogged Harris for another candidate, implying that the first black female Vice 

President was never ready to be President.
As meandering and incomprehensible as Biden’s speeches have been in recent years, Harris 
likely won’t be much of an improvement. She is known for using nonsensical euphemisms, 

leaving the crowd more confused than inspired. One of her favorites, used in dozens of 
speeches, has gone viral for its vapidness “What can be, unburdened by what has been.” 

Perhaps a modification is appropriate as Harris moves into the next stage of her political career. 
Harris is likely hoping that what she "can be” is President if she can “unburden” herself from the 
“has been” that is in the Oval Office now.
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Last week, the Republican nominee for President Donald Trump was shot in the ear during a 
campaign rally by a 20-year-old would-be assassin who had climbed up on a nearby roof less 
than 180 meters from the stage. The incredible failure of the Secret Service has led to theories 

that forces other than a lone gunman were involved.
Former US President and Republican nominee for President Donald Trump might not make it to 

the election, former CIA analyst and co-founder of the Veteran Intelligence Professionals for 
Sanity Ray McGovern and Former US Assistant Treasury Secretary Paul Craig Roberts 

speculated in separate interviews with Sputnik.
“My question is whether they (the deep state) will take another shot at Trump,” McGovern said 
on Friday. “I’m serious here. There’s so much at stake. So damn much at stake. And I just 

wonder if he’s going to make it and, call me a conspiracy theorist, but these people, they don’t 
have much conscience if they tolerate genocide in Gaza, if they tolerate half a million Ukrainian 

youths being killed for their whims.”
Roberts expressed similar sentiments on Sunday. “The real question is: will the deep state get 
away with its assassination attempt and will it attempt another?" Roberts said. "I expect that 

there will be more attempts on Trump's life.”
Roberts pointed out that they utilized multiple tactics to get rid of Trump before turning to 

assassination: "Russia-gate, two impeachments, porn star-gate, documents-gate, 
insurrection-gate and then 4 criminal indictments and several civil indictments." 
"The Democrats acting for the deep state believed they could get rid of Trump in these ways," 

Roberts said. "When these attempts failed, they turned to assassination. Acoustic evidence of 
the shootings makes it completely clear that there were more than one shooter. [Thomas 

Matthew] Crooks was the patsy. Trump survived the assassination because he turned his head." 
Crooks, the alleged deceased shooter, allegedly managed to get through security carrying a 
laser rangefinder and scaled a nearby building as onlookers attempted to warn police officers 

and Secret Service agents to no avail. Information from authorities has also been inconsistent, 
with initial reports saying Crooks carried his rifle with him, later reports said the gun was planted 

before the event.
During live coverage of the shooting on US media, several eyewitnesses reported that they 
heard two shooters, with at least one mentioning a nearby water tower which has since become 

the subject of online speculation.
The excuses for why the building was not covered have also been inconsistent. Secret Service 

Director Kimberly Cheatle initially said that the local police were in charge of the building an 
assertion state authorities denied. Later, she claimed the roof was too steep to safely place an 
agent on it.

Reports have also noted that the Secret Service was made aware of Crooks anywhere from ten 
to thirty minutes before Trump was shot.

Cheatle is scheduled to testify in front of Congress on Monday. Despite numerous calls from 
public officials, she has declined to resign from her post.

Meanwhile, The US House Committee on Homeland Security has issued a subpoena to 
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, demanding documents 
related to the security plan for the event. The letter says that Mayorkas “has failed to properly 
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satisfy our requests for documents and information regarding the security efforts,” related to the 

assassination attempt.
“Incompetence on the part of the federal agencies is the default position, you’ve got to know that 

first,” explained McGovern. “There’s so much ample evidence of that. But this one, [there’s] too 
much evidence. It doesn’t parse.”

"In order to keep the public's focus off the attempted assassination, the Secret Service is being 
blamed for withholding sufficient resources necessary to protect Trump,” argued Roberts. “This 

focuses attention away from a plot to kill Trump and places it on the sufficiency of the Secret 
Service's budget and the appropriateness of its ‘diversity, equity, and inclusion’ personnel 
policy."

But Roberts does not think the investigation, even if run by Republicans, will vigorously search 
for the truth.

"The Republicans are likely to agree to sweep the intent [of the alleged shooter] issue under the 
rug in order to ‘protect America's reputation,’"Roberts said. "It wouldn't do to showcase the US 
as a country where presidents and would-be presidents are shot down by the opposition." 

McGovern notes the deep state had the means, motive and opportunity to take our Trump. 
“There are a lot of guys in the deep state, a lot of guys Trump knows did him in for four years 

and tried to prevent him from being elected and then successfully deprived him from being 
elected in 2020. And he has a book on these guys. If he throws this book at the guys, they have 
a lot to lose, so incentive, motive, I think the motive is there,” McGovern explained. 

“What better opportunity than a day or two right before the Republican National Committee 
nominates Trump? You get him before he’s nominated. They’re thrown into chaos and 

disarray... call me a conspiracy theorist if you will,” he added.
McGovern noted the growing desperation of Trump’s opponents as a contributing factor. 
“That’s why, in my view, one should look for another shot. One should look for desperate means 

to prevent Trump from becoming president.”
On Tuesday, US media reported that US intelligence officials were concerned about an 

Iranian-funded attack against Trump, possibly on the eve of the election, but did not present any 
evidence and the sources cited remained anonymous. Iran vehemently denied the claim, calling 
them “unsubstantiated and malicious.”

Veteran Tehran-based Iranian-American academic and international affairs observer Dr. 
Mohammad Marandi told Sputnik that he doubts the claim and agreed that forces within the US 

government could be involved. “We know that US intelligence always lies.” 
“The [attempted] assassination of Trump was obviously either an inside job carried out by the 
Biden regime, or elements within the Biden regime, or the US Secret Service was extremely 

incompetent because the shooter was very close and it should not have happened,” Marandi 
said. “If this was Russia or Iran or any other country with a competent government, there would 

have been no chance for such a thing to happen,” he added.
US officials, including US President Joe Biden and other Democrats, have been universal in 

their condemnation of the attack. However, since 2016, Democrats and left-leaning media 
outlets have falsely accused Donald Trump of being controlled by the Kremlin and called him an 

existential threat to democracy.
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Days before the assassination attempt, the Biden campaign released an ad accusing Trump of 
being the “Lap Dog” of Russian President Vladimir Putin.
“This is who Donald Trump is, a lapdog for a dictator who blames America first,” the ad, which 

was pulled after the shooting, said dramatically. “The United States must never be like Putin’s 
Russia; we don’t empower dictators, we don’t undermine freedom.”

“When he said he intended to normalize relations with Russia, Trump threatened the budget and 
power of the military and security complex, which needs Russia as an enemy," Roberts 

explained. "The director of the CIA, John Brennan, declared Trump to be a ‘traitor to America.’ 
This set the ruling establishment working against Trump."
In May, Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot five times in an assassination attempt. Like Trump, 

Fico’s killer was determined to be a lone wolf. Like Trump, Fico spoke out against some NATO 
policies, particularly in Ukraine.

“It is a carbon copy scenario,” Fico said of Trump’s and his assassination attempts. “Political 
opponents of Donald Trump are trying to imprison him, and when they don’t succeed, they 
enrage the public so much that some poor bugger picks up a gun.”

WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs Melanie Joly said she 

told her Chinese counterpart Wang Yi that Canada would not tolerate interference in its 
democratic processes, The Globe and Mail reported on Monday.
On Friday, Joly departed South Korea and arrived in China on a previously unannounced trip at 

the invitation of China’s Wang to hold an “in-depth” discussion on Sino-Canadian ties and issues 
of mutual interests. It became the first visit by a Canadian foreign minister since 2017. 

“I raised it very firmly, and specifically because this is core to our national interests. So I said 
clearly that we would not tolerate any form of interference in our democracy, intimidation of our 
people and our politicians,” Joly told The Globe and Mail in an exclusive interview.

The minister however acknowledged that the three-and-a-half-hour meeting with Wang did not 
break significant ground in the long-strained relations between Ottawa and Beijing and further 

noted that a major reset is unlikely to happen due to the negative perception of China among 
the Canadian public.

During the meeting, Joly brought up China’s alleged interference in Canada’s 2019 and 2021 

federal elections, the setting of “police stations” to monitor and bully the diasporans and 
supposed intimidation and disinformation campaigns against lawmakers, the report said. Wang 

denied the accusations of interference in Canadian or other countries domestic affairs. 
Canadian-Chinese ties took a nosedive in December 2018 after China detained two Canadian 

nationals, Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig, for allegedly spying on behalf of Canada. Ottawa 
maintained their innocence and argued that the move was politically motivated and in response 
to the detention of Huawei CFO Meng Wanzhou. The two were released in September 2021 

following the return of Meng to China.

The ties continued to worsen amid allegations by Canadian media and the political 
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establishment that China meddled in the 2019 and 2021 federal elections. The situation resulted 
in reciprocal expulsion of diplomats and the creation of the Public Inquiry into Foreign
Interference in Federal Electoral Processes and Democratic Institutions to probe alleged 

meddling by China, but also Russia and India among others.
All the three countries have rejected the claims.
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WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - The Israeli military has killed a Canadian national over an 

alleged attempt to carry out a stabbing attack outside of the Israeli village of Netiv Ha’Asara, 
near the border with the Gaza Strip, The Globe and Mail reported on Monday.
The now deceased individual was identified as Qawarshi Zakaria Adam, a Canadian-Muslim 

national who had arrived in Israel on Sunday, posing as a tourist, the report said, citing Israeli 
Army Radio and the Kan public broadcaster.

Upon arriving at the gates, the man stepped out of his vehicle and began to threaten soldiers 
with a knife. He was shot after reportedly rushing the security officers, the report said. There are 
no reported casualties on the Israeli side as a result of the alleged attack, it added.

On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched a large-scale rocket attack against Israel and breached 
the border, attacking both civilian neighborhoods and military bases. Nearly 1,200 people in 

Israel were killed, and some 240 others were abducted during the attack. Israel launched 
retaliatory strikes, ordered a complete blockade of Gaza, and started a ground incursion into the 
Palestinian enclave with the declared goal of eliminating Hamas fighters and rescuing the 

hostages. The death toll from Israeli attacks on Gaza is nearing 39,000 according to the Gazan 
Health Ministry.

As the conflict continues, Canadians have grown increasingly divided over the ongoing war in 
the Palestinian enclave. Students and civilians alike have carried out mostly peaceful protests 
throughout the country’s university campuses and major cities, demanding the government and 

academic instructions break ties with Israel.
However, the situation has also marked a rise in “antisemitic” acts in the country. Accordingly, 

several schools, synagogues and other Jewish-affiliated institutions have been targeted by 
shootings, vandalism and firebombing. The attacks have prompted strong condemnation from 
civil society and lawmakers alike, including prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who expressed his 

disgust over the incidents, calling them “plain and simple” antisemitism.
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senior officials, Global Affairs Canada (GAC) said.
“In Tokyo, Minister Joly will meet Japan’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, KAMIKAWA Yoko, to 
discuss progress made under the Canada-Japan Action Plan for contributing to a free and open 

Indo-Pacific region,” GAC said in a statement.
During her visit, Joly and her counterparts will discuss ways to enhance bilateral political and 

economic ties and will highlight Canada’s priorities for its 2025 presidency of the Group of 
Seven, it added.

The ministers are also set to exchange views on global and regional matters such as Russia’s 
special military operation in Ukraine and Moscow’s growing cooperation with Pyongyang, as 
well as tensions in the Indo-Pacific and the Middle East, GAC said.

On Thursday, Joly embarked on an East Asian diplomatic tour. The top diplomat traveled to
South Korea to launch a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Action Plan and to China 

marking the first visit of a Canadian foreign minister to the country since 2017.

WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden's decision to end his re-election bid was 

a result of the Democratic Party ousting him after determining he was no longer useful, US 
Republican congressional candidate Kathleen Winn told Sputnik.

Earlier on Sunday, Biden announced that he dropped out of the 2024 US election after he 
decided it was in the best interest of the Democratic party and the United States. He endorsed 
his Vice President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for US president, which 

she accepted.
"I don't think Biden dropped out as so much as the party pushed him out," Winn said on 

Sunday. "I think Biden was pretty clear he didn't want to drop out. It seems to me that the people 
in his party, especially like Chuck Schumer, and Adam Schiff, and George Clooney, apparently, 
all decided that it was time for him to go. And I think he outlived his usefulness. People should 

start to question who really has been in charge."
Winn added that it's questionable whether Biden is still fit to serve the remainder of his current 

presidency. Biden is taking the fall for the Democratic Party right now but the Democrats have 

overplayed their hand, Winn noted.
"We are in a place where Americans regardless of their party want to bring stabilization and 

normalization back to this country, and many feel that we are at risk of losing our country, and 
it's due to the policies of Harris and Biden," Winn said.

There were growing calls among top Democrats for Biden to suspend his reelection campaign 
following his poor performance in the first presidential debate against his Republican rival 

Donald Trump last month. The Democratic Party will pick a nominee for the presidential election 
at its convention in August or sooner.
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BaMfleH, bo3Mo>kho, noflflep>Kan Xappi/ic Ans coxpaHeHMS co6paHHbix Ha KaMnaHMto cpeflCTB - 

nonwTHK

BALUI/IHrTOH, 22 mon - PI/IA Hobocth. fleucTByiomm/i npe3MfleHT CLUA H>ko BaMfleH, 

bo3mo>kho, peiiiHn noAflep>KaTb KaHAHflaiypy BMne-npe3MAeHTa KaManbi Xappi/ic b xaqecTBe
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WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - The Democrats do not have enough time to create a person 
who could win the upcoming presidential election, former US Assistant Treasury Secretary Paul 

Craig Roberts told Sputnik.
"As there is not sufficient time for the Democrats to create a winning person for a new 
presidential candidate, they need someone with name recognition and existing support, such as 

Hillary Clinton," Roberts said. "Hillary and Obama are the main political figures in the
Democratic Party. If Hillary has Obama's support, she is likely to be the candidate. Kamala 

Harris is not regarded as having any better chance than Biden."
US President Joe Biden said earlier in the day that he would withdraw from the presidential 

race. Biden endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for 

US president.

"I do not think the Democrats can come up with a candidate who can defeat Trump," Roberts 

said. "Democrats in the swing states have legalized the theft mechanisms they used in 2020 
and 2022. If the race can be presented as close, the Democrats can steal the election, but they 
cannot win it."

Commenting on Biden’s decision to withdraw from the presidential race, Roberts shared that he 
expected Biden to be moved aside.

"I wondered why the Democrats were waiting so long," he said. "They might have been waiting 
to see if the planned assassination of Trump succeeded. Biden is an issue because he cannot 
win or come close enough to winning for the Democrats to be able to steal the election as they 

did in 2020."
"As the assassination failed, the Democrats need a more viable candidate, one the media can 

hype as one who can run a close race and win," he added. "Fake polls will be published that 
show the Democrat to be leading Trump. This allows the Democrats to steal the election if 
necessary."

US House Speaker Mike Johnson on Sunday called on President Joe Biden to resign after he 
announced withdrawal from the presidential race.

US presidential candidate Donald Trump in response to Biden's decision said his former rival 
was never fit to serve as US president, adding that the country has suffered greatly because of 
his presidency.
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KaHflHflaTa ot fleMoxpaTOB Ha npe3HfleHTCKMx Bbi6opax, MTo6bi coxpaHMTb cothm MMnnHOHOB 
AonnapoB, co6paHHbix mx npeflBbi6opHOM xaMnaHMeui, 3asBnna PI/IA Hoboctm xaHflMflaT b 
KoHrpecc ot pecny6nMxaHcxoM napTMM Kstjimh Ymhh.

BaufleH b BocxpeceHbe coo6Lgun, mto He noi/ifleT Ha btopom cpox. Oh noflflep>xan 
xaHflMflaTypy XappMC, xoTopas y>xe 3asBnna, mo HaMepeHa 3acny>XMTb HOMMHanMK) 

AeMoxpaTOB. Kax oTMenaiOT b npecce, cpeflCTBa, co6paHHbie xaMnaHi/iei/i BaMfleH-XappMc, 
cMoryT noMTH 6e3 orpaHMMeHMM 6biTb ucnonb3OBaHbi b cnyqae, ecnn Xappnc ocTaeTca o^hmm 

M3 xaHflMflaTOB, ho ecnn o6a ohm noxMHyT roHxy, to Ha Mcnonb3OBaHMe stmx cpeflCTB bo3Hmxtim 
6bi 3axoHOflaTenbHbie orpaHMMeHMM.
"51 flyMato, mto ero no,qflep>xxa XappMC... 51 cnbiLLiana, mto oto cxopee 0MHaHcoBbiM Bonpoc. 

Ohm co6panM MMnnMOHbi flonnapoB, noeTOMy Xappnc flon>XHa ocTaTbca b 6tonneTeHMx", - 
cxa3ana Ymhh.

EcTb BepoyiTHocTb, mto ceHaTop Mapx KennM ot uiTaTa ApM3OHa Mo>xeT 6biTb Bbi6paH 
xaHflMflaTOM Ha BMqe-npe3MfleHTa npM XappMC, flo6aBMna nonMTMX, noflMepxHyB, mto Xappnc 

MfleT Ha BbiGopbi b HeBbiroflHOM nono>xeHMM, nocxonbxy oHa nnoTHo accoqMMpyeTCM c 

BaMfleHOM, MbM peMTMHTM cyLgecTBeHHo ynanM 3a nocneflHee BpeMM.
"fleMoxpaTbi nepeMrpanM, m Mbi HaxoflMMCM b CMTyaqMM, xorfla aMepMxaHgbi, He3aBMCMMO ot 

napTMM, XOTST BepHyTb CTa6MnM3aHMKD M HOpManM3aL|MK) B 3Ty CTpaHy, M MHOrMe MyBCTBytOT, 
mto Mbi pMcxyeM noTepsTb Haujy CTpaHy, m oto M3-3a nonMTMXM XappMC m BaM^eHa. riosTOMy m 
He 3Haio, xax OHa Tenepb oTflenMT ce6s ot MenoBexa, nofl HaManoM xoToporo OHa pa6oTana", - 

oTMenaeT pecny6nMxaHcxaM xaHflMflaTxa.
PaHee CMI/1 no MToraM aHanM3a cbeflepanbHbix flaHHbix no M36MpaTenbHbiM xaMnaHMMM 

coo6lhmtim, mto Tparvin 3a nepMOfl c anpenM no MtoHb co6pan 431 MMnnMOH flonnapoB, mto 
noMTM Ha 100 MMnnMOHOB 6onbLue, neM xaMnaHMM BaMfleH-Xappnc.

WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden's decision to end his re-election bid was 
a result of the Democratic Party ousting him after determining he was no longer useful, US 

Republican congressional candidate Kathleen Winn told Sputnik.
Earlier on Sunday, Biden announced that he dropped out of the 2024 US election after he 

decided it was in the best interest of the Democratic party and the United States. He endorsed 

his Vice President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for US president, which 

she accepted.
"I don't think Biden dropped out as so much as the party pushed him out," Winn said on 
Sunday. "I think Biden was pretty clear he didn't want to drop out. It seems to me that the people 

in his party, especially like Chuck Schumer, and Adam Schiff, and George Clooney, apparently, 
all decided that it was time for him to go. And I think he outlived his usefulness. People should 
start to question who really has been in charge."

Winn added that it's questionable whether Biden is still fit to serve the remainder of his current 
presidency. Biden is taking the fall for the Democratic Party right now but the Democrats have 
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overplayed their hand, Winn noted.
"We are in a place where Americans regardless of their party want to bring stabilization and 
normalization back to this country, and many feel that we are at risk of losing our country, and 

it's due to the policies of Harris and Biden," Winn said.
There were growing calls among top Democrats for Biden to suspend his reelection campaign 

following his poor performance in the first presidential debate against his Republican rival 
Donald Trump last month. The Democratic Party will pick a nominee for the presidential election 

at its convention in August or sooner.

WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden may have felt obligated to endorse Vice 
President Kamala Harris for the Democratic presidential nomination out of respect for the 

millions of dollars raised fortheir reelection campaign, US Republican congressional candidate 
Kathleen Winn told Sputnik.
Earlier, Biden announced that he dropped out of the 2024 US election after he decided it was in 

the best interest of the Democratic party and the United States. He endorsed Harris to be the 
Democratic party's nominee for US president, which she accepted.

"I think him endorsing Harris ... I heard that it's more of a financial thing," Winn said on Sunday. 
"They've raised millions of dollars, so Harris has to remain on the ticket."
Winn noted that it is possible that Senator Mark Kelly could be picked to be Harris' running 

mate. Winn underscored that Harris is coming into the US election at a disadvantage since she 
is part of the same Biden White House.

"The Democrats have overplayed their hand, and we are in a place where Americans 
regardless of their party want to bring stabilization and normalization back to this country, and 
many feel that we are at risk of losing our country, and it's due to the policies of Harris and 

Biden," Winn said. "So I don't know how she separates herself now from the man that she 
served under."

Winn also highlighted that Harris is in no way prepared to serve as US president or to take on 
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump.
"I think she's got the same issues as Joe, to be honest," Winn said. "Nothing cognitive issues, 

but I just don't think she's prepared. There's no evidence of her doing anything significant during 
these last three and a half years. I don't think that she is prepared to do this job."

Congressman Paul Gosar's office in a statement to Sputnik noted that polls consistently show 
Trump beating Harris, who they believe will likely be the Democratic nominee.

Gosar's office described Biden's decision to withdraw from the presidential race as result of the 
political "coup" by the Democratic party.
There were growing calls among top Democrats for Biden to suspend his reelection campaign 

following his poor performance in the first presidential debate against his Republican rival 
Donald Trump last month. The Democratic party will pick a nominee for the presidential election 
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WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - The American public is currently so divided that it just cannot 
be unified, and the statement by former President Donald Trump that he can do that is 

"fatuous," former US Assistant Treasury Secretary Paul Craig Roberts told Sputnik. 
"What America faces is a population more divided than in 1861," Roberts said. "To put it bluntly, 

America cannot be unified. Trump's statement that he is going to unify America is fatuous." 

Roberts explained that one party, the Democrats, has as an agenda the "normalization and 
legitimization of sexual perversion." Meanwhile, the other party, the Republicans, are protective 

WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden has made the right decision to 
leave the presidential race, but most likely will be campaigning for Vice President Kamala 
Harris, former US Ambassador to the United Nations Andrew Young told Sputnik.

Biden said earlier on Sunday that he is stopping his presidential campaign and endorsing Vice 
President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for US president. 

"I think that it was the right decision, and he made it just in time," Young said.
Young expressed confidence that Harris would be the presidential candidate from the 
Democratic Party at the election in November, and Biden will be campaigning for her. 

"I think Kamala Harris will be the candidate. I do not know who will be the running mate, but 
there are so many good choices. I am pretty sure they will have a strong ticket," Young said. 

The 92-year-old diplomat, who worked in the UN from 1977-1979 during the Carter 
administration, stressed that Biden could work on diplomacy during the rest of his presidential 

term.

"He could do a lot of work on Ukraine and Russia and the Middle East," Young said, adding that 
Biden could establish peace plans for both conflicts.

He pointed out that Biden has enough knowledge and has been a leader in world affairs for 
more than 50 years. Young recalled that Biden and he came together to the US Congress in 

1973.

"I have watched him, and I have worked with him. I think that he is a man who understands that 
for democracy to work, it has to work for everybody," he added.

The Democratic National Convention will be held August 19 to 22 in Chicago. The Democratic 
presidential nominee is usually confirmed at the convention, but this year a nominee could be 
named sooner in order to avoid any legal challenges from the Republican party over a ballot 

issue in Ohio.
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of traditional sexual morality.
"One party, the Democrats, has an agenda of open borders and a Tower of Babel instead of a 
nation," he added. "The other party, the Republicans, desire an ethnic-based nation. These 

agendas cannot be reconciled."
Roberts' comments come amid the announcement by US President Joe Biden on Sunday that 

he would withdraw from the presidential race. He endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris to be 
the Democratic Party's nominee for US president. US presidential candidate Donald Trump in 

response to Biden's decision said his former rival was never fit to serve as US president, adding 
that the country has suffered greatly because of his presidency.

WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - There is a possibility that former US President Donald 
Trump will be the target of further assassination attempts due to his statements, including 

regarding relations with Russia., former US Assistant Treasury Secretary Paul Craig Roberts 
told Sputnik.
"The real question is: will the deep state get away with its assassination attempt and will it 

attempt another?" Roberts said. "I expect that there will be more attempts on Trump's life." 
Roberts went on to say that Donald Trump's presidency was disrupted by the ruling elite - 

"deep state" - "because he presented as a threat to them."
"When he said he intended to normalize relations with Russia, Trump threatened the budget 
and power of the military and security complex, which needs Russia as an enemy," he 

explained. "The director of the CIA, John Brennan, declared Trump to be a ‘traitor to America.’ 
This set the ruling establishment working against Trump."

Roberts pointed out that there were "Russia-gate, two impeachments, porn star-gate, 
documents-gate, insurrection-gate and then 4 criminal indictments and several civil 
indictments."

"The Democrats acting for the deep state believed they could get rid of Trump in these ways," 
he said. "When these attempts failed, they turned to assassination. Acoustic evidence of the 

shootings makes it completely clear that there were more than one shooter. Crooks was the 
patsy. Trump survived the assassination because he turned his head."

Roberts underscored that the attempted assassination has given Trump a large sympathy vote. 

"He cannot be honestly defeated," he said. "In order to keep the public's focus off the attempted 
assassination, the Secret Service is being blamed for withholding sufficient resources necessary 

to protect Trump. This focuses attention away from a plot to kill Trump and places it on the 
sufficiency of the Secret Service's budget and the appropriateness of its ‘diversity, equity, and 

inclusion’ personnel policy."
A 20-year-old man tried to assassinate Trump at a campaign rally in the state of Pennsylvania 
on July 13, but the bullet from the gunman's AR assault rifle grazed Trump's right ear. US Secret 

Service agents killed the gunman moments after he was able to fire several rounds toward the 
stage, killing one spectator and critically injuring two others. The FBI continues to investigate the 
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shooting, but the suspect's motive remains unknown.
"The Republicans are likely to agree to sweep the intent issue under the rug in order to ‘protect 

America's reputation," Roberts said. "It wouldn't do to showcase the US as a country where 

presidents and would-be presidents are shot down by the opposition."
The favorability rating of US presidential candidate Donald Trump has risen to 40% after the 

assassination attempt on him and is now at the highest point since 2020, a poll published on 
Sunday by ABC News and Ipsos showed.

The US presidential election is slated for November 5.

WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - The Democrats do not have enough time to create a person 

who could win the upcoming presidential election, former US Assistant Treasury Secretary Paul 
Craig Roberts told Sputnik.

"As there is not sufficient time for the Democrats to create a winning person for a new 
presidential candidate, they need someone with name recognition and existing support, such as 
Hillary Clinton," Roberts said. "Hillary and Obama are the main political figures in the

Democratic Party. If Hillary has Obama's support, she is likely to be the candidate. Kamala 
Harris is not regarded as having any better chance than Biden."

US President Joe Biden said earlier in the day that he would withdraw from the presidential 
race. Biden endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for 
US president.

"I do not think the Democrats can come up with a candidate who can defeat Trump," Roberts 
said. "Democrats in the swing states have legalized the theft mechanisms they used in 2020 

and 2022. If the race can be presented as close, the Democrats can steal the election, but they 
cannot win it."
Commenting on Biden’s decision to withdraw from the presidential race, Roberts shared that he 

expected Biden to be moved aside.
"I wondered why the Democrats were waiting so long," he said. "They might have been waiting 

to see if the planned assassination of Trump succeeded. Biden is an issue because he cannot 
win or come close enough to winning for the Democrats to be able to steal the election as they 
did in 2020."

"As the assassination failed, the Democrats need a more viable candidate, one the media can 
hype as one who can run a close race and win," he added. "Fake polls will be published that 

show the Democrat to be leading Trump. This allows the Democrats to steal the election if 
necessary."

US House Speaker Mike Johnson on Sunday called on President Joe Biden to resign after he 
announced withdrawal from the presidential race.
US presidential candidate Donald Trump in response to Biden's decision said his former rival 

was never fit to serve as US president, adding that the country has suffered greatly because of 
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WASHINGTON, July 22 (Sputnik) - The American voters were betrayed by the Democratic Party 
when they were told that US President Joe Biden was fine, while the party itself and the media 
knew it, and that may suppress the enthusiasm of the Democratic Party voters, Daniel 

McAdams, the Director of the Ron Paul Institute for Peace and Prosperity told Sputnik. 
"What does this mean for the millions of people who already voted for Biden? What is the 

Democratic Party going to tell them after they had been lied to throughout the entire primary 
process?," McAdams said. "They were told that Biden is fine so they voted for him. But the claim 
was fraudulent and the Democratic Party officials and media knew it. They were betrayed by 

their own party. That may well suppress enthusiasm among Democratic Party voters." 
US President Joe Biden said on Sunday that he would withdraw from the presidential race. He 

endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for US president. 
"I am not surprised at the news, as the media has been pushing this narrative since the late 

June presidential debate," McAdams said. "Before that they had been pushing the false 

narrative for three years that Biden was just fine and that anyone who questioned it was just a 
right wing extremist. Anyone with a brain could notice that Biden was having problems with his 

brain."
McAdams went on to say that right now, especially after the assassination attempt, former 
President Donald Trump's chances of winning are growing by the day.

"There is no Democrat candidate waiting in the wings who can hope to gain the necessary 
traction in the short period between now and the election," he said. "The American people have 

already rejected Kamala Harris when she ran for president last time — she won zero delegates 
and the least number of votes. She is deeply unpopular and for good reason." 
"Likewise Hillary Clinton, who has been resoundingly rejected by voters and remains deeply 

unpopular with Americans," McAdams Added. "California's Gavin Newsom has destroyed the 
state and his candidacy would play into Trump's hands. Who else? One wag suggested the 

Democrats should nominate Mitt Romney. Good luck with that."
McAdams concluded by saying that the US electoral process is in a state of "total chaos." 
"Chaos favors the ambitious and avaricious. Look for bad things to happen," he said. 

US House Speaker Mike Johnson on Sunday called on President Joe Biden to resign after he 
announced withdrawal from the presidential race.

US presidential candidate Donald Trump in response to Biden's decision said his former rival 
was never fit to serve as US president, adding that the country has suffered greatly because of 

his presidency.
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WASHINGTON, July 21 (Sputnik) - Independent candidate for the US Senate from New York 
Diane Sare told Sputnik that the Democratic Party will unlikely have a candidate who would be 

able to defeat former President Donald Trump as the party seems to be set not to allow any 
qualified person to run for presidency.

"At the moment, I cannot think of any potential Democratic Party presidential candidate who 
would be able to defeat Donald Trump," Sare said. "The Democratic Party seems determined to 
not allow any person who is actually qualified to be President to run for that office."

US President Joe Biden said on Sunday that he would withdraw from the presidential race. He 
endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for US president. 

"While I disagree with some of his policies, especially his support of Israel’s genocidal war 
against the Palestinian people, former President Donald Trump has pledged to end the 

Ukraine-Russia war," Sare said. "He has truthfully stated that Ukraine is not and cannot win that 
war, and he has publicly stated that NATO expansion was a factor in causing the conflict." 
Sare went on to say that the United States is in a moment of transition where an old colonial 

system dominated by the British Imperial policy is coming to its long-awaited end. 
"And unfortunately, the United States is not yet playing the role of the nation which defeated 

WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) - The decision of US President Joe Biden to stop his 

campaign is the best thing that could happen now for the Democratic Party, a member of the 
Albany County Democratic Committee in the state of New York Anton Konev told Sputnik on 

Sunday.
"It is the best thing that could happen right now for the Democratic Party. It allows the

Democratic Party to regroup and to reunite," Konev said.
Biden said earlier on Sunday that he is stopping his presidential campaign and endorsing Vice 
President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for US president.

Konev pointed out that Biden’s campaign has become a distraction to the Democratic Party, 

splitting the party up.
"Now, it is time to reunite. We do know that we do not want a repeat of another four years of 
President Donald Trump," he said.
The expert emphasized that it is too early to comment on the potential candidate from the 

Democratic Party but did not rule out that it would be Harris.
"It is most likely going to be Vice President Kamala Harris, but the decision has not been made 

by the party yet," Konev said.
The Democratic National Convention will be held August 19 to 22 in Chicago. The Democratic 
presidential nominee is usually confirmed at the convention but this year a nominee could be 

named sooner in order to avoid any legal challenges from the Republican party over a ballot 
issue in Ohio.
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that ideology with its 1776 Declaration of Independence," she said. "Our nation and most of the 
Western nations are currently led by dinosaurs who cannot fathom a new dynamic on the planet 
based on mutual respect for sovereignty and the dignity of man."

Sare also believes that the United States is in a very dangerous period.
"Because the owners of the old bankrupt system are very desperate and seemingly will stop 

short of nothing to preserve their dying Empire," she explained. "The good news in this situation 
is that the dinosaurs are vastly outnumbered by the majority of the world's population and there 

are an increasing number of voices for peace, even coming from within the morally bankrupt 
institutions, as we see with Hungarian Prime Minister Victor Orban's efforts to end the 
Ukraine-Russia war."

US House Speaker Mike Johnson on Sunday called on President Joe Biden to resign after he 
announced withdrawal from the presidential race.

US presidential candidate Donald Trump in response to Biden's decision said his former rival 
was never fit to serve as US president, adding that the country has suffered greatly because of 
his presidency.

WASHINGTON, July 21 (Sputnik) - The reality of the United States is that the country has not 

had a functional leader since President Joe Biden took office, independent candidate for the US 
Senate from New York Diane Sare told Sputnik on Sunday.
"My initial reaction to President Biden's announcement that he is withdrawing from the 

presidential election is that a glimmer of reality has entered the political scene," Sare said. "The 
truth of the matter is that we have not had a functional President since he's been in office, which 

has created the possibility for great instability, which instability has increased with the attempted 
assassination of leading presidential candidate Donald Trump."
US President Joe Biden said earlier in the day that he would withdraw from the presidential 

race. Biden endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's nominee for 
US president.

"Truthfully, president Biden should not be acting as president now, as he is obviously not fit," 
Sare added.
US House Speaker Mike Johnson on Sunday called on President Joe Biden to resign after he 

announced withdrawal from the presidential race.
US presidential candidate Donald Trump in response to Biden's decision said his former rival 

was never fit to serve as US president, adding that the country has suffered greatly because of 

his presidency.
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WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) - The remaining Ukrainian pilots undergoing F-16 training in 
the United States are expected to graduate by late summer, an Arizona Air National Guard 
spokesperson told Sputnik on Saturday.

"The remaining pilots are expected to graduate by late summer," the spokesperson said. 
Ukraine has reportedly been pressuring the United States and its European partners to step up 

F-16 training for Ukrainian pilots. However, the Arizona Air National Guard has said it is unable 
to accommodate Ukraine's request to train more of its pilots on F-16 fighter jets because training 
availability is scarce and multiple other countries have spots reserved throughout the year. 

In May, an undisclosed number of Ukrainian pilots from a group of 12 completed training on 
F-16 fighter jets at Morris Air National Guard Base in Arizona, which is a premier F-16 fighter 

pilot training school.

WASHINGTON, July 21 (Sputnik) - US Congressman Paul Gosar told Sputnik on Sunday that 

President Joe Biden's decision to end his reelection bid in the 2024 election marks the 
completion of the political coup carried out against him by the Democratic party. 

"The coup is complete," Gosar said regarding the Democratic pressure campaign against 

Biden.
On Thursday, Trump campaign adviser Chris LaCivita described the Democratic pressure 

against Biden to drop out of the presidential race as a political coup.
Biden said it was his intention to seek reelection but he now believes suspending his 

presidential bid is in the best interest of the Democratic party and the United States. Biden 
added that he will continue to serve the remainder of his current presidency but is endorsing his 

Vice President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic party's nominee for US president. 
The Democratic National Convention will be held August 19 to 22 in Chicago. The Democratic 
presidential nominee is usually confirmed at the convention but this year a nominee could be 

named sooner in order to avoid any legal challenges from the Republican party over a ballot 

issue in Ohio.
Gosar noted that polls consistently show Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump 

beating Harris, who will likely be the Democrat nominee.
Trump in response to Biden's decision said his former rival was never fit to serve as US 

president, adding that the country has suffered greatly because of his presidency.
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PoflHbie nacca>KMpoB ceBLiiero b KpacHonpcxe 6opia 6binn BbiHy>KfleHbi MexaTb MHcfcopManMK) b 

coqceTnx

CAH-0PAHL4I/ICKO, 20 won - PI/IA Hoboctm. PoflCTBeHHMXM nacca>XMpoB caMoneia,
BbinonHSBLuero pei/ic M3 Hbto-flenM b CaH-ct>paHHMcxo m coBepniMBiiiero aBapMMHyrc> noca,qxy b 

KpacHonpcxe, flonroe BpeMs He Mornu nonyMMTb MHcfcopManMK) ot nepeBO3MMxa o cbomx

6nn3KMX, M3-3a Mero HexoTopbie 6binn BbiHy>xfleHbi BbiacHSTb fleTanii pewca M3 coLjceTeM, o neM 
ohh caMM paccKa3ann PI/IA Hobocth b aeponopiy CaH-<t>paHL|Mcxo, xyqa npnneTen caMoneT. 

"ABwanMHMM He npeflocTaBMnw hmxbxom MHcjDopMauMM, a6conrc>THo. OneHb cno>xHo 6bino 

mto-to nonyMMTb. Korfla b CMI/1 nosBMnacb MHcbopMauMS, a noHnn, mto Bee b nopsflxe, ohm 
npM3eMnMnMCb b Poccmm", - paccxa3an Ho6y.
Oh paccxa3an, mto y3Han o tom, mto penc coBepuJMn excTpeHHyio noca^xy b Poccmm, xorfla 

npM6bin B aeponopT, MTO6bl BCTpeTMTb MaTb.
"51 Hanan npoBepsTb Ta6no, 3aTeM y3Han, mto ohm cenM b Poccmm. Y MeHs He 6bino HMxaxoro 

xoHTaxTa c MaMOM", - ,qo6aBMn Ho6y.

O tom, mto nacca>xMpoB excTpeHHo ceBLuero b KpacHospcxe peuica ceroflHs b CaH-<t>paHL|Mcxo 

noBe3eT pe3epBHbiM 6opT, oh y3Han M3 coLjceTeM.
IllMLUMp, poflMTenM xoToporo neTenn 3nononynHbiM pencoM, Tax>xe noxanoBancs Ha nnoxyrc 

opraHM3anM>o co CTopoHbi Air India.
"Bee 6bino npocTo y>xacHo. riepcoHan Air India npocTO yexan b oTenb, oct3bmb nacca>XMpoB b 

aeponopTy... flecsTb nacoB y nacca>XMpoB He 6bino eflbi, BOflbi, HMMero", - paccxa3an 

co6eceflHMX areHTCTBa.

CAH-0PAHUI/ICKO, 20 Mton - PI/IA Hoboctm. riacca>XMpbi excTpeHHo ceBinero b KpacHospcxe 
peuica aBMaxoMnaHMM Air India paccxa3anM PI/IA Hoboctm, mto, HecMOTpn Ha BbiHy^eHHyto 

ocTaHOBxy b Poccmm, ohm xoponio npoBenM BpeMS, a Tax>xe Bbicoxo oLjeHMnM ypoBeHb yenyr, 

npeflocTaBneHHbix mm coTpyqHMxaMM MecTHoro aaponopTa.
"HaM 6bino oneHb xomcJdoptho, pyccxne niOflM oneHb xopouiMe. HaM noHpaBMnocb, Bee oneHb 

mmcto m axxypaTHo", - paccxa3ana ceMeMHas napa, no>xenaBLuan He Ha3biBaTb MMeH. 
EflMHCTBeHHOM, npo6neMoui, c xotopom npMLunocb cTonxHyTbcs nacca>xMpaM, 6onbUJMHCTBo M3 

XOTOpbIX MHflMMLJbl, 6bin S3blXOBOM 6apbep.
"3to 6bino npo6neMOM, ho b ocTanbHOM ycnyrM 6binM npeBocxoflHbie. Mbi xopoujo npoBenM 

BpeMs", - paccxa3anM ohm.

LUaHTaHy KeMxap, xoTopbiM To>xe npnneTen pe3epBHbiM peuicoM M3 KpacHonpcxa, paccxa3an, 

mto coTpyflHMXM aeponopTa oxa3biBanM bck> Heo6xoflMMyio noMOLi^b m 6binM oneHb

Apy>xenrc>6Hbi.
"CHanana 6bin n3bixoBOM 6apbep, ho no npoiuecTBMM oflHoro MnM flByx nacoB npo6neMa 
peLUMnacb, ohm 6binM oneHb 0T3biBMMBbi m BcsnecxM HaM noMoranM. rioTOM b aaponopT npMLunM 

ntoflM M3 HaLuero noconbCTBa m Bee opraHM3OBanM", - cxa3an oh.
Pe3epBHbiM 6opT Air India, xoTopbiM 3a6pan nacca>XMpoB excTpeHHo ceBLuero b KpacHospcxe 

peuica, npM3eMnMncs paHee b aMepMxaHcxoM ropofle CaH-<t>paHL|Mcxo.
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no ero cnoBaM, Bee MHcfcopManMio oh To>xe nonyqan M3 conceTei/i.
UlpeMfi, KOTopasi BCTpenaeT b aoponopiy cbokd 75-neTHtoto MaTb, paccKa3ana, mto noHaMany 

0Ha Mcnyranacb, xorfla y3Hana, mto pewc coBepujaeT excTpeHHyto noca,qxy b Poccmm. 
"Ho xax Tonbxo Mbi noroBopmiM, Mbi ycnoxonnncb, mto c hmmm Bee b nopsflxe. 1/1 x TOMy >xe, 

aeponopT b Poccmm 6bin flOBonbHo HOBbiM m coBpeMeHHbiM", - cxa3ana oHa.

Pmh3, xoTopas BCTpeMana cbomx poflCTBeHHMXOB, paccxa3ana PI/IA Hoboctm, mto b Poccmm 

nacca>XMpaM npMLunocb cTonxHyTbCfi c nocneflCTBMfiMM aHTMpoccMMcxMX caHXLjMM, Tax xax mx 
xapTbi He pa6oTanM b Poccmm, a Mara3MHbi b aeponopTy He npMHMManM BaniOTy. 
"Tonbxo oflMH Mara3MH, rfle mo>xho 6bino xynMTb xocfce, npMHMMan flonnapbi. Ohm Hecxonbxo 

pa3 cMorriM xynMTb xocjDe", - cxa3ana PMHa.

rio3flHo BenepoM b nsTHMuy npeflCTaBMTenb Me>xflyHapoflHoro aeponopTa KpacHonpcx 
cooGlumti areHTCTBy, mto pe3epBHbiM 6opT Air India BbineTen M3 aflMMHMCTpaTMBHoro LjeHTpa 

xpan. B aMepMxaHcxoM noconbCTBe b MocxBe PI/IA Hoboctm 3asBMnM, mto BHMMaTenbHo 

cneflMnM 3a cMTyaLjMeM c oxcTpeHHOM noca^xoM caMoneTa.
B MeTBepr oxono 18.30 mcx Ha BbicoTe npMMepHo 11 XMnoMeTpoB exMna>x BO3flyujHoro cyqHa b 

KpacHonpcxe flono>XMn flMcneTMepaM o cpa6aTbiBaHMM MHflMxaLjMM o no>xape b rpy3OBOM 

oTcexe naMHepa. KoMaHflMp BO3flyniHoro cyqHa npMHsn peuieHMe o nocaflxe b aeponopTy 
KpacHospcxa. B 19.52 mcx caMoneT aBMaxoMnaHMM Air India 6narononynHo npM3eMnMncs b 
aeponopTy KpacHonpcxa. ripM3HaxoB noxcapa mtim 3aflbiMneHMs He 6bino, coo6lhmtim b

PocaBMaLjMM. TaM otmotmtim, mto exMna>xy caMoneTa Boeing 777 aBMaxoMnaHMM Air India, 

BbinoriHsiBLuero pei/ic M3 fleriM b CaH-«$>paHHMcxo, oxa3anM noMoujb.

BceM nacca>xMpaM penca Air India, xoTopbiM BbiHy>XfleHHo cen b KpacHonpcxe m cneflOBan no 

MapmpyTy fleriM - CaH-0paHHMcxo, 6bino npeflno>xeHo nMTaHMe m oTflbix c Bbie3flOM M3 
aeponopTa, coo6lhmji paHee PI/IA Hoboctm npecc-cexpeTapb arraue npeflCTaBMTenbCTBa Ml/lfl 
P<i> b KpacHoapcxe ApTeM AcnaTypnH.

WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) - Space Exploration Technologies has been awarded a more 

than $661 million US Air Force contract extension to continue providing launch services 
between fiscal year 2022 through fiscal year 2027, the Department of Defense announced in a 
press release.

"Space Exploration Technologies Corporation [of] Hawthorne, California has been awarded a 
$661,025,403 modification ... contract for National Security Space (NSS) Launch Phase for 

Launch Phase Two launch service procurements," the release stated on Friday.
Under the extended contract, the company will provide NSS launch services from fiscal 2020 

through fiscal 2024, for launches planned between fiscal 2022 through fiscal 2027, the Defense 
Department explained.

"The modification brings the total estimated face value of the contract to $4 billion. ... Work will 

be performed [at] Hawthorne, California; Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, Florida; and 
Vandenberg Space Force Base, California," the release continued.
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US House Panel Chair Subpoena's Mayorkas For Docs on Attempted Trump Assassination 

-Letter

Work on the contract extension is expected to take just under four years and is expected to be 
completed by March 31, 2028, the Defense Department said.

WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) - The US House Committee on Homeland Security has issued 

a subpoena to Department of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas for documents regarding 
the attempted assassination of former President Donald Trump after the department failed to 

comply with requests for information.
"Today, House Committee on Homeland Security Chairman Mark E. Green, MD (R-TN) 
subpoenaed Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas for 

documents and information regarding the failed security efforts surrounding the attempted July
13 assassination of former President Donald Trump in Pennsylvania," said the House 

Committee chairman Mark Green said in a release on Friday.
The committee initially requested documents and information in a letter on July 14 regarding 
DHS's planning for the July 13 rally where Trump was wounded in addition to information 

regarding their immediate response to the attempt on the former president's life by July 19. Part 
of the requests included the security plan for the event's perimeter, including the building from 

which the shooter made an attempt on Trump's life.
“The Department of Homeland Security has failed to properly satisfy our requests for 
documents and information regarding the security efforts to prevent and respond to the 

assassination attempt on President Trump-and the piecemeal information it has provided over 
phone calls is woefully inadequate. In order for this Committee to conduct proper oversight over 

DHS and the U.S. Secret Service, the department and agency must cooperate," Green added. 
On Saturday, a 20-year-old man tried to assassinate Trump at a campaign rally in the state of 
Pennsylvania, but the bullet from the gunman's AR assault rifle grazed Trump's right ear. US 

Secret Service agents killed the gunman moments after he was able to fire several rounds 
toward the stage, killing one spectator and critically injuring two others.

The FBI continues to investigate the shooting but the suspect's motive remains unknown, 
according to US law enforcement.

WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) -United Launch Services has won a more than $1.1 billion 
contract extension from the US Air Force to provide launch services for satellite missions 

between fiscal years 2022 and the end of 2027, the Department of Defense announced in a 
press release.
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(Updates with details in para 4)

WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) - Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in a recent 
telephone call with Volodymyr Zelenskyy told him that he would be able to resolve the ongoing 

conflict in Ukraine if he's elected to be the next US president in November.
"President Zelenskyy of Ukraine and I had a very good phone call earlier today...I appreciate 
President Zelenskyy for reaching out because I, as your next President of the United States, will 

bring peace to the world and end the war that has cost so many lives and devastated countless 
innocent families," Trump said in a statement on Truth Social on Friday.

WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) - Northrop Grumman has received an almost 1.5 billion US 

contract extension from the US Navy to build nine more E-2D Hawkeye maritime 
reconnaissance and early warning aircraft for both American forces and Japan, the Department 
of Defense announced in a press release.

"Northrop Grumman Systems Corporation Aerospace Systems [of] Melbourne, Florida, is 
awarded a $1,456,019,386 modification ...contract," the release stated on Friday.

The contract extension will purchase nine E-2D Advanced Hawkeye aircraft - four for the US 
Navy and five for Japan, the Defense Department explained.

Work on the aircraft will be performed in Saint Augustine, Florida (25.3%); Liverpool, New York 

(17.4%); Melbourne, Florida (7.6%) and various other locations across the continental United 
States, the Defense Department said.

The task of manufacturing all nine of the advanced aircraft is expected to take just under five 
years and is scheduled to be completed in March 2029, the Defense Department said.

"United Launch Services [of] Centennial, Colorado, has been awarded a $1,100,298,036 
modification ...contract for National Security Space (NSS) Launch Phase Two launch service 
procurements," the release stated on Friday.

The extension will fund NSS launch services from fiscal 2020 through fiscal 2024 for launches 
planned between fiscal 2022 through fiscal 2027, the Defense Department explained. 

"The modification brings the total estimated face value of the contract to $4.5 billion. ...Work will 
be performed at Centennial, Colorado; Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, Florida; and 

Vandenberg Space Force Base, California," the release said.
The contract extension will fund services over the next almost four years and is expected to be 
completed by March 31, 2028, the Defense Department said.
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Trump further said that he believes both sides will be able to come together and negotiate a 
deal.
Zelenskyy said in a separate statement that both sides agreed to eventually meet in person for 

further talks on what steps can be taken to facilitate a negotiated settlement.
Earlier this month, Russian President Vladimir Putin said he takes seriously Trump's statements 

on being ready to help resolve the conflict in Ukraine. The Kremlin noted that Putin at present 
has no plans to conduct talks with Trump on achieving peace in Ukraine.

Moreover, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban recently went on a "peace mission" tour, 
during which he visited Russia, Ukraine, and China and met with their presidents to outline his 
vision of a peace process in Ukraine. Later, he also met with Trump in Florida. Some EU leaders 

criticized what they see as a misuse of the bloc's rotating presidency by Hungary's prime 

minister.
The US presidential election is slated for November 5. The main contenders expected on the 
ballot are incumbent President Joe Biden and his predecessor, Trump.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in a recent 
telephone call with Volodymyr Zelenskyy told him that he would be able to resolve the ongoing 

conflict in Ukraine if he's elected to be the next US president in November.
"President Zelenskyy of Ukraine and I had a very good phone call earlier today...I appreciate 
President Zelenskyy for reaching out because I, as your next President of the United States, will 

bring peace to the world and end the war that has cost so many lives and devastated countless 
innocent families," Trump said in a statement on Truth Social on Friday.

Trump further said that he believes both sides will be able to come together and negotiate a 
deal.
Earlier this month, Russian President Vladimir Putin said he takes seriously Trump's statements 

on being ready to help resolve the conflict in Ukraine. The Kremlin noted that Putin at present 
has no plans to conduct talks with Trump on achieving peace in Ukraine.

Moreover, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban recently went on a "peace mission" tour, 
during which he visited Russia, Ukraine, and China and met with their presidents to outline his 
vision of a peace process in Ukraine. Later, he also met with Trump in Florida. Some EU leaders 

criticized what they see as a misuse of the bloc's rotating presidency by Hungary's prime 

minister.
The US presidential election is slated for November 5. The main contenders expected on the 
ballot are incumbent President Joe Biden and his predecessor, Trump.
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NEW YORK, July 20 (Sputnik) - A global technology outage impacted the computers of airlines, 
metro operators, banks and healthcare systems from Europe to the United States on Friday, 

disrupting flights, train schedules and hospital operations although stock exchanges were 
largely unaffected.

The glitch occurred after the Austin, Texas-based cybersecurity company Crowdstrike, a major 
provider of malware and virus protection to a large array of companies, issued a single software 
update that impacted millions of users of Microsoft's Windows devices globally.

The cascading failures that resulted in haywire for some businesses and services and minimal 
interference and annoyance for others underscored the vulnerabilities of the modern economy 

and the central role of security software, which runs operating systems worldwide.
Crowdstrike Holdings Chief Executive Officer George Kurtz said in a statement posted on the 

social media platform X that the fault had been identified and a fix had been deployed, adding 

that it was not an attack planned on the company or its users.
"Mac and Linux hosts are not impacted,” Kurtz said, referring, respectively, to the operating 

system for Apple computers and a major business application. “This is not a security incident or 
cyberattack.”
An unrelated issue with Microsoft’s Azure cloud service that occurred simultaneously with the 

Crowdstrike software glitch added to Friday’s problem. Microsoft also said the underlying cause 
had been fixed on its applications although "residual impact" continued to disrupt some services. 

Crowdstrike shares closed down 11% while Microsoft fell 0.7%.
The biggest casualty of the tech outage was the aviation sector.
Nearly 2,500 US flights alone were canceled, with American Airlines, Delta Airlines and United 

Airlines being among the impacted carriers, according to media reports that also cited issues at 
airports in Germany, Amsterdam and Spain.

Ryanair, Europe's largest airline by passenger numbers, warned customers of disruptions that 
could not be avoided, while passengers at Edinburgh airport were reportedly unable to use 

automated boarding pass scanners.
On the US public transit front, The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority in 

Washington reported disruptions to its website and some internal systems while New York City’s 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority said some customer information systems were temporarily 

offline.
Many US hospitals canceled nonessential surgeries. New York State Governor Kathy Hochul 

urged those having emergency issues in the state’s 62 counties to dial 911 as usual, saying the 
state was working with localities to keep services going with backup facilities.

"Thankfully, all of them have backup systems for situations like this," she said.
US stock market operators, including Nasdaq, which lists the priciest technology stocks, 

reported no troubles for the day.
Similarly, Europe’s exchange-operator Euronext said the outage had not affected equities 

trading in the region. The London Stock Exchange also said its news service RNS was briefly 

disrupted and restored later, with no disruption elsewhere.
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WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) - A potential withdrawal by US President Joe Biden from the 
2024 election could lead to the prosecution of himself and that of his son Hunter, including for 
crimes conducted in Ukraine, US antiwar activist and Global Network Against Weapons and 

Nuclear Power in Space Coordinator Bruce Gagnon told Sputnik.
"The Biden crime family likely worries if the current president is removed from the November 

ticket, he and his son could well be prosecuted for multiple crimes - particularly for their crimes 
in Ukraine," Gagnon said.
This might lead to Biden cutting a deal to get a pardon for himself and his son as a trade-off for 

stepping down, Gagnon said.
Earlier on Friday, US media reported that members of the Biden family have begun discussions 

about the president's potential plan to exit the election amid growing pressure on him to drop 
out. The White House, however, called these reports "wrong."
Former Hunter Biden business associate Anthony Bobulinski said in a congressional testimony 

in February that the Biden family received tens of millions of dollars from foreign actors, 
including in China and Ukraine, to get access to the White House.

Gagnon emphasized that the recent assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump 
strengthened Trump’s position in the race and raised the Democrats’ concerns regarding Biden. 
"Already we see the Democrats in Congress increasingly worried that it will impact their 

reelection races. Thus, the call for removal of Biden is growing," Gagnon said. "It is clearly an 
indication that elections in the United States are not about 'free democratic expression' but are 

events controlled by competing regional oligarchs who will use any methods to win."
Gagnon expressed concern that this situation shows the United States is inching toward 
internal instability that could lead to the break-up of the country.

"I believe it will be worse here in the United States than it was in Russia after the break-up of 
the former Soviet Union. We don't have any leaders on the scale of Vladimir Putin who helped 

restore Russia," Gagnon addedd.
Rick Sterling, an activist from the United National Antiwar Coalition, said he was not surprised 

by Trump’s assassination attempt.

"This was very predictable because of the extreme polarization of politics in the United States 
and the demonization of Trump personally," Sterling said.

The Democratic party is maintaining a "hate-fest" against Trump after his victory in the 2016 
election and the assassination attempt following the attempt to imprison him are indicators of 

the declining US empire, he said.
"The whole world can see it, even if the US empire's proponents are blind to it," Sterling said. 
However, Sterling expressed hope that the failed assassination attempt may cause both sides 

to start thinking and talking more with each other.
Phil Wilayto, a coordinator of the Odessa Solidarity Campaign of the Virginia Defenders for
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Freedom, Justice and Equality, said the assassination attempt is an indication of the deep 
political divide in the United States that has been building for years.
"The storming of the US Capitol on January 6, 2021, by a mob of Trump supporters has been 

the most dramatic example of this divide, but there have been many others. After the 2008 
election of the country’s first Black president, Barack Obama, gun sales increased dramatically," 

he said.
Wilayto also said that social tensions grew with the backlash to the Black Lives Matter protests 

of 2020, themselves a reaction to a series of highly publicized police killings of unarmed Black 
people., and expressed concern that any result of the upcoming November presidential election 
could deteriorate the internal political situation in the United States.

In case Trump wins, the situation can turn the way of Ukraine but if he loses, there may be a 
much greater right-wing backlash than in 2021, he said.

"Either way, the United States is sailing into ever-more treacherous waters with no clear way to 
a safe harbor," Wilayto added.
The presidential election in the US will take place on November 5.

NEW YORK, July 19 (Sputnik) - Gold booked its first weekly price decline in five weeks after 
investors sent the precious metal to record highs, closing in on $2,500 an ounce.
In New York futures trading on Friday, an ounce of US gold for delivery in August settled at 

$2,399.10 an ounce on the Comex exchange, down 2.23% on the day.
For the week, August gold finished down 0.9% - its first weekly decline after a 0.8% weekly dip 

for the week ended June 12. Prior to Friday, August gold hit record highs over three consecutive 
sessions, peaking at $2,488.40 on Wednesday.
The spot price of gold, which reflects real-time trades in bullion, hovered at just under $2,400 

an ounce in Friday’s late afternoon trade in New York. Spot gold’s all-time high this week was 
$2,483.78.

Gold’s run to record highs came after heightened speculation this week that the US Federal 
Reserve will embark on its first interest rate cut in four years by September - talk that sent the 
value of the dollar tumbling. Investors see gold as an alternative play to the dollar, hence the 

contrasting performances of the two assets.
"It’s been two steps forward and one step back for pretty much all asset prices since winter last 

year," and Wednesday’s record for gold prices "came on a spike in ... speculation as betting on 
a September cut flipped to 100% odds," Adrian Ash, director of research at BullionVault, said in 

comments carried by MarketWatch.
Some commentators termed this week’s pullback in gold as "healthy," saying gold was still 

poised to breach $2,500 in the near-term.

"It’s fairly typical behavior for a market that’s being driven ... largely by ... investor speculation," 

Brien Lundin, editor of the Gold Newsletter, said.



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 11:25:56 AM

SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY

WASHINGTON, July 20 (Sputnik) -

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 11:25:56 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

The Fed is closing in on its first rate cut in four years amid steadily softening US economic data, 
although inflation remains well above its target, Chris Waller, one of the central bank’s seven 
governors, said on Wednesday.

Most Fed policy makers are of the opinion that there can be at least two rounds of cuts before 
the end of 2024.

The Fed’s policy-making Federal Open Market Committee will meet four times before the year 
ends to review rates: July 31, September 18, November 7 and December 18.

US rates are currently in a range of between 5.25% and 5.5%, their highest in two decades. 
Wall Street is expecting a 0.25% cut each in the two easings projected for this year. The last 
time the Fed cut rates was in March 2020 - at the onset of the coronavirus pandemic - when it 

slashed a full 100 basis points or 1%.

CONFLICT IN UKRAINE
* Russia's army group Center took control of the village of Yuryevka (Yurivka), repelled 38 

attacks and eliminated up to 2,215 Ukrainian soldiers and 11 armored vehicles, the Russian 
Defense Ministry said on Friday.

* White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said US policy on Ukraine's strikes deep 
into Russia using US weapons remains the same but did not rule out it may change in the 

future.
* Future US administrations are free to set their own policies for Ukraine in light of the high 
chances of Donald Trump returning to the White House in 2025, US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken said.

GLOBAL IT OUTAGE

* Microsoft Azure said on Friday that it was aware of the large-scale global IT outage and it is 
considering alternatives that customers could use.

* The global IT failure of Windows-based equipment did not affect the Kremlin’s resources, 
everything is working fine, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.
* Russia's airports, aircraft and airlines are operating normally amid reports of IT failures around 

the world, which also interfered with the work of international airports, Russia's Federal Air 
Transport Agency (Rosaviatsiya) said.

* The global outage has affected companies in the Dutch port of Rotterdam, which is the largest 
port in Europe, but it is still unknown to what extent, the port's spokeswoman, Sigrid Hesselink, 
told RIA Novosti.

* There was no impact on US Defense Department operations as a result of a global IT outage, 
US Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Charles Brown said.
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EVAN GERSHKOVICH CASE
* The Sverdlovsk Regional court sentenced Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich to

16 years in prison for espionage, a Sputnik correspondent reported from the courtroom on 
Friday.
* The prosecutor's office will decide on the legality of the sentence against Gershkovich in the 

espionage case after studying it, the head of the criminal justice department of the prosecutor's 
office of the Sverdlovsk region, Mikael Azdoev, told reporters.

* President Joe Biden said that the United States will continue "pushing hard" to secure the 
release of Gershkovich after he was sentenced to 16 years in prison by a Russian court.
* Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said hat he will leave unanswered the the question of 

whether an exchange for Gershkovich, accused of espionage, is possible.

US PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN
* It would be great if former President Donald Trump could end the Ukraine conflict in 24 hours, 
Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. CQ Brown said on Friday.

* US President Joe Biden said in a statement that he will resume his 2024 campaign next week 
despite mounting calls for him to withdraw from the race against Trump.

* Media reports alleging that the Biden family is in discussions about Biden’s withdrawal from 
the 2024 race are wrong, White House Senior Deputy Press Secretary Andrew Bates said.

MIDDLE EAST
* Israel needs to end its unlawful presence on the Palestinian territories as soon as possible 

and pay reparations for the damage caused during the occupation, International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) President Nawaf Salam said on Friday.

* The ICJ finds that Israel's settlement activities in the Palestinian territories violate international 
law, ICJ President Nawaf Salam said.
* Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rejected a ruling of the ICJ that Israel's 

settlement activity in the West Bank was in fact an "annexation."
* Palestine calls on all countries and the United Nations to review relations with Israel after the 

ICJ issued its opinion on Friday, the Foreign Ministry said.
* The visit of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to Russia is being prepared, it is in the 

final stages of preparation, and specific dates will be announced later, Kremlin spokesman 

Dmitry Peskov said.
* UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will quickly submit the decision of the ICJ regarding 

Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territories to the UN General Assembly, spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said.

WESTERN SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA
* The Euroclear depositary will transfer about 1.55 billion euros ($1.69 billion) of income from 

frozen Russian assets to the so-called European Fund for Ukraine in July, the organization 

reported.
* The United States is expected to impose more sanctions on China and other nations in the 

coming weeks for their cooperation with Russia, White House National Security Advisor Jake 
Sullivan said.
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* The EU foreign ministers may introduce a new anti-Russian sanctions regime in September in 
connection with the alleged cyber threats that are coming from Moscow, a senior European 

official said.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden on Friday said that the tentative 

agreement reached between the Association of Professional Flight Attendants (APFA) and 
American Airlines is a win for unions and the economy.

"This is the culmination of over 5 years of negotiations and proves once again that collective 
bargaining benefits workers, companies, and our economy," Biden said in a statement. 
He expressed gratitude to Acting Secretary Su, Secretary Buttigieg, and other members of his 

administration for their efforts in helping both sides secure the agreement, which averted a strike 
that would have been devastating for the industry and consumers.

NEW YORK, July 19 (Sputnik) - Pricey tech stocks and other blue chips on Wall Street suffered 
their worst weekly loss in three months as investors in US equities sought value by rotating into 

shares of industries that indicated longer-term returns.
The technology-heavy Nasdaq Composite Index, which comprises stocks such as Amazon, 

Apple, Netflix and Google, closed at 17,732 for a loss of 0.8% on the day. For the week, Nasdaq 
fell 3.6% - the most for a week since late April.
The S&P 500 Index, which tracks stocks of the top 500 US companies, settled at 5,508 for a 

decline of 0.7% on the day. For the week, the S&P lost 2%, also the most for a week since late 
April.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average, the broadest indicator for US equity markets, finished at
40,288 for a deficit of almost 1 %. The Dow was the outlier of the week, rising 0.7%, after 
back-to-back gains of 1.6% and 0.7% in the prior two weeks.

“Through the first half of this year, large caps carried the market,” Alan Wynne, investment 
product specialist at JPMorgan Wealth Management, said in reference to large-capitalized 

stocks. “Since the midpoint, however, the tables have turned.”
Wynne said the S&P and Nasdaq outperformed small-cap stocks by more than 16% and 18%, 

respectively, in the first half of the year.
In the second half, small-cap shares have rallied over 9%, compared to just over 2% for the 

S&P and less than 1% for the Nasdaq.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Canadian government in an alert on Friday warned its 
citizens not to travel to Bangladesh if it's not necessary due to civil unrest across the nation. 

"Avoid non-essential travel to Bangladesh due to violent political demonstrations and clashes, 
and nationwide general strikes. The security situation can deteriorate without warning," the 
advisory stated.

Protests against the Bangladeshi government's quota system for public positions have 
escalated this week following violent clashes at Dhaka University. On Tuesday, The Daily Star 

newspaper reported that the clashes had left 19 people dead and more than 2,500 injured. 
Protesters are urging an end to the quota system, which reserves 30% of government roles for 

veterans' families from the 1971 War for Independence. They allege discrimination and

favoritism toward supporters of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, whose party, the Awami League, 
led the independence movement.

After protests in 2018, the government stopped the quotas but reinstated them in June due to 
High Court orders after appeals from veteran families. The Bangladeshi Supreme Court will 
decide on August 7 after the government appealed the High Court's decision.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden is focusing on collaborating with 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to get a deal on the hostages held in Gaza done in 
the coming weeks, White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said on Friday. 
“The president will focus his energy with Prime Minister Netanyahu on what it is going to take 

working together- the US and Israel, and then the US working with the other guarantors, the 
other mediators in this process to get this deal done in the coming weeks,” Sullivan said. 

On Thursday, Netanyahu confirmed that he plans to visit Washington next week to address 

Congress.
Earlier in the month, Israel and Hamas, through mediators, resumed talks on a ceasefire in 

Gaza in exchange for the return of Israeli hostages.
The talks have been frozen since May, when US President Joe Biden announced a plan for a 

ceasefire deal in the Gaza Strip and an exchange of hostages.
Israel has been conducting military operations in the Gaza Strip as a response to the attack on 

its territory by Palestinian movement Hamas on October 7, 2023. At least 120 hostages are still 
being held by Hamas in the Palestinian enclave, of which more than 40 are considered dead, 
according to Israeli officials. During various operations and humanitarian efforts, 135 people 

have been freed from captivity, a figure that includes the dead hostages, whose bodies were 
taken from the enclave.



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 11:25:56 AM

Oil Price Down Second Week in Row on US Fuel-Stock Build, China Demand Worries

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 11:25:56 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

NEW YORK, July 19 (Sputnik) - Crude prices ended down a second straight week on Friday in 

belated reaction to data showing huge fuel stockpile builds in the United States, the world’s 
biggest oil consumer.
Also weighing was weaker demand out of China, the leading oil importer and second largest 

consumer.
US West Texas Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude’s front-month contract, August, settled at 

$80.13 per barrel - down $2.69, or 3.3%.
For the week, the US crude benchmark fell 2.5%, after the prior week's 1.5% loss. For the year 

though, WTI remained up 10%.

UK-origin Brent crude for September settled at $82.63 per barrel, down $2,348, or 2.9% on the 

day.
The global crude benchmark fell 2.8% on the week, adding to the previous week’s decline of

1.7%. For the year, Brent remained 7% higher.

The EIA reported a gasoline build of 3.328 million barrels for the week that ended July 12, 

versus the prior week’s decline of 2.006 million. Analysts had forecast a decline of 1.7 million 
barrels for last week. Gasoline is the primary motor fuel in the United States and makes up the 

largest component of the country’s energy mix.
In distillates, the EIA reported a build of 3.454 million barrels for last week, negating the prior 

week’s draw of 4.884 million. Analysts had forecast a 500,000-barrel drop instead for last week. 

Distillates are primarily processed into the diesel required by trucks, buses and ships, and also 
goes into making airline fuel.

Notwithstanding the increases in fuel stockpiles, the EIA reported a crude inventory decline of
4.87 million barrels during the week ended July 12, adding to the prior week’s tumble of 3.443 
million. US crude inventories have fallen more than 20 million barrels in all over the past three 

weeks.
Still, the market’s focus was on the overwhelming fuel builds.

“This is the time of the year when you should be seeing runaway fuel demand,” John Kilduff, 
partner at the New York energy hedge fund Again Capital, told Sputnik earlier this week. 
“Without that, any drawdown in US crude will have limited impact, especially with Chinese 

demand still in the woods.”
Scott Shelton, an energy future broker at ICAP in Durham, North Carolina, concurred. 

“To me, this ... suggests lower oil prices are coming,” Shelton said.
Oil traders constantly look to China for a guide on demand. Last week’s slide in crude prices 

came after data showed China's refinery output fell 3.7% in June from a year earlier.

This week, data showed China's economy growing by just 4.7% in April-June, its slowest rate 
since the first quarter of 2023, well below the forecast 5.1%.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is aware that Crowdstrikes' global IT 
outage is not the result of a cyber attack but stems from a faulty technical update, a senior 

Biden administration official said on Friday.
"The White House is in regular contact with Crowdstrike’s executive leadership and tracking 
progress on remediating affected systems," the official said in a statement. "We have offered US 

government support. Our understanding is that this is not a cyber attack, but rather a faulty 
technical update."

Flight operations have resumed across the United States, but some congestion remains, the 
official said. Moreover, the White House has been convening federal agencies to assess 
impacts to the US government’s operations and entities around the country, the statement said. 

The glitch occurred after Texas-based Crowdstrike, a major provider of malware and virus 
protection to a large array of companies, issued a single software update that impacted millions 

of users of Microsoft's Windows devices globally. The outage impacted the computers of 
airlines, banks and healthcare systems from Europe to the United States on Friday, causing 
flights to be grounded while stock exchanges seemed unaffected.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States leaves open the possibility that it may 

conduct a nuclear first strike against an adversary, acting US Assistant Defense Secretary for 
Space Policy Vipin Narang said on Friday.
"We still leave open the possibility that we may have to use and employ nuclear weapons first 

against a strategic attack or to deter a nuclear attack," Narang said in an interview with the 
Center for a New American Security.

However, the central challenge is how to deter the employment of nuclear weapons by Russia 

Narang said.
Russia is a nuclear peer to the US and China is not yet a nuclear peer but developing its 

capabilities, Narang said, adding not to "sleep" on North Korea.
The most likely employment of nuclear weapons in the contemporary and future security 

environment arises from a long and intense conventional conflict, Narang said.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - DoorDash, a popular US food delivery company, told 
Sputnik in a statement on Friday that its online platform has not been affected by the global 
Internet glitch related to the US cybersecurity company Crowdstrike earlier in the day. 

“The DoorDash platform is unaffected by the outage and remains fully operational. We are 
aware of a small number of our merchants that are experiencing technical difficulties and we’re 

working to support them as they work to get back to normal," the statement said.
On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment began, which affected 

telecom operators, banks, and airlines around the world. US company Crowdstrike confirmed 
that the global failure in Windows had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor 
cybersecurity application.

The outage impacted the computers of airlines, banks, and healthcare systems from Europe to 
the United States, causing flights to be grounded while stock exchanges seemed unaffected.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The largest healthcare system in the Washington area, 
Johns Hopkins Medicine, has experienced minimal impact from the global technology outage 
and continues receiving patients, a JHM spokesperson told Sputnik on Friday.

"Johns Hopkins Medicine (JHM) facilities are open and providing patient care. JHM is aware of 
the Microsoft and Crowdstrike technology outage and is currently experiencing minimal impact 

to our normal IT functions," the spokesperson said.
JHM has emergency preparedness protocols, including downtime procedures, in place that 

ensure it is able to maintain continuity in operations, they added.
On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment affected telecommunications 

operators, banks, and airlines around the world. US company Crowdstrike confirmed that the 

global failure had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor cybersecurity application. 
Johns Hopkins Medicine encompasses six hospitals, four healthcare and surgery centers, and 

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The city of Baltimore’s internet provider developed an 
outage that is impacting some services, Mayor Brandon Scott said on Friday. 

“The city’s internet provider has now developed an outage,” Scott said via social media platform 
X. “Some services are impacted, including 311, the City’s payment page, and internet in City 

buildings.”
Scott said that the outage did not impact 911 emergency services.

The city is working to determine the cause of the outage and whether it is linked to the global 

Crowdstrike outage, Scott added.
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UNITED NATIONS, July 19 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will quickly 
submit the decision of the International Court of Justice regarding Israel’s occupation of 
Palestinian territories to the UN General Assembly, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on 

Friday.
"The International Court of Justice has delivered today its Advisory Opinion in the proceedings 

concerning Legal Consequences arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem," the statement said. "The 
Secretary-General will promptly transmit the Advisory Opinion to the General Assembly, which 

had requested the Court's advice. It is for the General Assembly to decide how to proceed in 
this matter."

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is aware that Crowdstrikes' global IT 
outage is not the result of a cyber attack but stems from a faulty technical update, a senior 
Biden administration official said on Friday.

"The White House is in regular contact with Crowdstrike’s executive leadership and tracking 
progress on remediating affected systems," the official said in a statement. "We have offered US 

government support. Our understanding is that this is not a cyber attack, but rather a faulty 
technical update."
Flight operations have resumed across the United States, but some congestion remains, the 

official said. Moreover, the White House has been convening federal agencies to assess 
impacts to the US government’s operations and entities around the country, the statement said. 

The glitch occurred after Texas-based Crowdstrike, a major provider of malware and virus 
protection to a large array of companies, issued a single software update that impacted millions 
of users of Microsoft's Windows devices globally. The outage impacted the computers of 

airlines, banks and healthcare systems from Europe to the United States on Friday, causing 
flights to be grounded while stock exchanges seemed unaffected.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan on 
Friday admitted that the United States does not expect India to cut off its historic ties with 

Russia but Washington will continue to express concerns about their relationship. 
"India has a historic relationship with Russia that they're not going to cut off, but we do believe 

that we want to continue to have a deep dialog with India about the specifics and the nature of 
that relationship," Sullivan said at the Aspen Security Forum.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is expected to impose more sanctions on 
China and other nations in the coming weeks for their cooperation with Russia, White House 
National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said on Friday.

"What we have shown over time is that we have been prepared to tighten the screws, to apply 
sanctions against specific entities and the individuals, including in China, as well as in other 

countries, and that pattern will continue as we go forward," Sullivan said during the Aspen 
Security Forum. "I don't have any announcements to make, sitting here, but I think you can 

expect to see additional sanctions measures as we watch this picture continue to evolve in the 
coming weeks."
The Chinese Foreign Ministry has called the US interference with the normal trade and

economic interaction between Russia and China "hypocritical and irresponsible," notably as the 
US is "adding fuel to the fire" of the Ukraine conflict.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said on 
Friday that the US policy on Ukraine's strikes deep into Russia using American weapons 

remains the same but did not rule out it may change in the future.
"I can’t give you a definitive answer to that question for the future," Sullivan said when asked 
about circumstances if Washington allowed Kiev to use weapons to strike deep into Russia and 

about whether it’s totally off the cards because of potential escalation.
"What I can tell you is that the President’s current position is that circumstances changed, 

Russia actually launched a new offensive directly across the border towards Kharkiv and 
common sense dictated that Ukraine had to be able to fire back against that offensive ... But 

this far, his policy on long-range strikes into Russia has not changed," he added.
Sullivan noted that the United States is constantly looking at the situation and what Ukraine 

needs and what the US can offer.

"We make our judgments accordingly," he added.
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un chief will promptly transmit icj's Advisory Opinion on israel's occupation to General Assembly, 
it will to decide how to proceed - spokesman

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - NASA's operations have not been impacted by a global tech 
outage that occurred earlier in the day, the space agency's spokesperson told Sputnik on Friday. 

"No impact to our operations," the spokesperson said.
The glitch occurred after Texas-based Crowdstrike, a major provider of malware and virus 
protection to a large array of companies, issued a single software update that impacted millions 

of users of Microsoft's Windows devices globally.
The outage impacted the computers of airlines, banks, and healthcare systems from Europe to 

the United States on Friday, causing flights to be grounded while stock exchanges seemed 

unaffected.
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(Fixes lede, adds details in para 4)

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US could win a war with China if Beijing decides to take 
Taiwan, US Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Charles Brown said on Friday.
"Yes, I am fully confident in our force," Brown said at the Aspen Security Forum when asked if 

the US can win a war against China should it try to take Taiwan.
However, Brown noted that if such a war takes place, it would take "all the nation" to win it. 

Brown pointed out that only a mix of defense capabilities, like the use of drones and cyber, can 
help Taiwan be a much tougher "target" for China.

Earlier on Friday, Defense News reported that the United States is close to finalizing its 
approval of $2 billion in security aid for the Indo-Pacific region as part of a larger strategy to help 
countries there counter China.

The package includes $500 million for the Philippines; $1.2 billion for Taiwan and some $300 
million to distribute among other partners like Vietnam, parts of South Asia, and the Pacific



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 11:25:56 AM

Top General Brown Says US Can Defeat China If Beijing Tries to Take Taiwan

Biden Still Has Cough and Hoarseness, But Improved Meaningfully From Yesterday - Physician

Democrats Plan for Possible Kamala Harris Presidential Campaign - Reports

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 11:25:56 AM

Island nations, the report said.
China has repeatedly called on the United States to act on its commitment not to support 

Taiwan's independence and to stop arming Taiwan in any way.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden is still dealing with a cough and 

hoarseness after his coronavirus diagnosis but he has improved meaningfully since Thursday, 
White House Physician Kevin O'Connor said on Friday.

"[Biden] His loose, nonproductive cough and hoarseness continue to be his primary symptoms 
but they have improved meaningfully from yesterday," O'Connor said in a letter. "His pulse, 
blood pressure, respiratory rate and temperature remain absolutely normal. His oxygen 

saturation continues to be excellent on room air. His lungs remain clear."
O'Connor also noted there's no evidence Biden has any bacterial infection.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) -The US could win a war with China if Beijing decides to take 

Taiwan, the United States could win a war with China, US Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. 
Charles Brown said on Friday.

“Yes, I am fully confident in our force,” Brown said at the Aspen Security Forum when asked if 
the US can win a war against China should it try to take Taiwan.
However, Brown noted that if such a war takes place, it would take “all the nation” to win it. 

Earlier on Friday, Defense News reported that the United States is close to finalizing its 
approval of $2 billion in security aid for the Indo-Pacific region as part of a larger strategy to help 

countries there counter China.

The package includes $500 million for the Philippines; $1.2 billion for Taiwan and some $300 
million to distribute among other partners like Vietnam, parts of South Asia, and the Pacific 

Island nations, the report said.
China has repeatedly called on the United States to act on its commitment not to support 

Taiwan's independence and to stop arming Taiwan in any way.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - A group of Democrats, who favor Vice President Kamala 
Harris as the party's nominee should President Joe Biden step down, have begun quietly 
organizing her potential presidential campaign, NBC News reported on Friday.

According to the report, Democrats believe the party must unite to win, with strategies including 
rallies in key states with figures like the wife of former US President Barack Obama, Michelle 

Obama, and the 42nd President Bill Clinton.
However, Harris continues to support Biden remaining in the race both publicly and privately 

and has not endorsed the effort, the report added.
On June 27, Biden, 81, appeared confused and incoherent throughout the first debate with 
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, 78. The dismal performance reinforced, rather 

than alleviated, ongoing concerns about Biden's cognitive abilities, leading many Democratic 
politicians and donors to call for his removal as a candidate.

The Democratic Party can theoretically replace Biden at its convention in August. So far, Biden 
is saying that he intends to stay in the race.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - A majority of likely voters in the United States approve of 
former US President Donald Trump’s decision to select Senator JD Vance as his running mate, 

according to a Rasmussen Reports poll released Friday.
Most respondents, 51%, approve of Vance as Trump’s running mate, including 31% who 

strongly approve, the poll report said.

Three-quarters of Republican respondents, 75%, approve of Vance, as well as 48% of 
unaffiliated respondents and 30% of Democrats, the poll report said.

A majority of male respondents, 54%, approve of Vance, compared to 47% of female 
respondents, the poll report said.
Moreover, 52% of white respondents, 55% of Hispanic respondents and 40% of black 

respondents approve of Vance, the poll report said.
Vance, 39, is the youngest vice presidential candidate since Richard Nixon appeared alongside 

Dwight Eisenhower on the 1952 Republican Party ticket.
The poll surveyed 995 likely US voters from July 15-16. The poll has a margin of error of 
plus-or-minus three percentage points with a 95% confidence level.

SAN FRANCISCO, July 19 (Sputnik) - A reserve Air India plane has collected the emergency 
flight passengers in Krasnoyarsk, Russia, and is currently en route to San Francisco, California 

Air India Plane En Route To SF After Emergency Landing In Krasnoyarsk, Landing At 8 PM 
PDT
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US House Oversight Committee has requested 
briefings from Crowdstrike, Microsoft and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 
(CISA) to assess the impact of the IT outage across the federal government, US

Congresswoman Nancy Mace said on Friday.
"We’ve requested briefings from Crowdstrike, Microsoft, and CISA Cyber. We’re also trying to 

determine the breadth of impact, especially across the federal government at this time. 
Cybersecurity and tech subcommittee on Oversight. Stay tuned," Mace wrote via the social 
media platform X.

On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment affected telecommunications 
operators, banks and airlines around the world. Crowdstrike confirmed that the global failure 

had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor cybersecurity application.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States has military options to stop Iran from 

getting a nuclear weapon, US Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Charles Brown said on 
Friday.

"We have options to do so," Brown said during a discussion at the Aspen Security Forum when 
asked if the US is prepared to act militarily to stop Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

a spokesperson for Krasnoyarsk International Airport told Sputnik on Friday.
“The plane took off,” said the spokesperson.
Earlier today, Air India sent a reserve plane from Mumbai to collect the passengers of an 

aircraft that landed urgently in Russia's Krasnoyarsk, the company said on Friday.
On Thursday, a Boeing passenger plane on Air India flight AH 83 made an emergency landing 

in Krasnoyarsk. Emergency services told Sputnik that the aircraft's fire alarm went off.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Democratic National Committee (DNC) leadership on Friday 
said they look forward to nominating President Joe Biden as their nominee for the 2024 

presidential election despite calls to drop out of the race.
"Every voter in this country will have the equal opportunity to vote for our nominees because of 
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you. Joe Biden-Kamala Harris will be reelected because of you," DNC Chair Jaime Harrison told 
supporters on Friday. "Because of you, we can look forward to nominating our president through 
a virtual roll call and celebrating with fanfare together in Chicago alongside all of our delegates 

who are supporting the Biden Harris ticket."
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz, who serves as a DNC co-chair, said during a virtual meeting 

with DNC members that they'll make sure Biden has a clear path in the nomination process. 
The DNC Rules Committee during the meeting emphasized that the virtual roll call vote must 

happen by August 7 to prevent any Republican legal challenges to Biden's Ohio ballot eligibility 
question, even though the state moved the certification deadline to September 1.
On Wednesday, The New York Times reported that Biden is expected to drop out of the race 

this weekend.
There have been growing calls among Democrats to nominate another candidate to replace 

Biden after his failure in the debate. Theoretically, the party will have such an opportunity at its 
convention in August, but in practice, it will be difficult to remove the primaries-winning 
candidate from the race if he does not refuse to participate. So far, Biden is saying he intends to 

stay in the race.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - It would be "great" if former President Donald Trump could 
end the Ukraine conflict in 24 hours, Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. CQ Brown 
said on Friday.

"If [Trump] can get it done in 24 hours, that'd be great," Brown said at an interview during the 
Aspen Security Forum.

Brown's comment comes in response to a question about whether or not Trump could end the 
Ukraine conflict in 24 hours if elected like he has said.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Congressman Greg Landsman announced on Friday that 
after extensive discussions, he believes US President Joe Biden is no longer the best 

Democratic candidate, urging him to step aside for a new leader.

"After weeks of consideration and hundreds of conversations with constituents, I have come to 

the conclusion that Joe Biden is no longer the best person to make that case," Landsman wrote 
on X.
Landsman added that it is time for Biden to step aside and allow a new leader to be nominated 

to effectively challenge former President Donald Trump and advocate for America's future.
US Representative Zoe Lofgren, in a separate letter to Biden, expressed respect for his work 
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - There was no impact on Department of Defense (DoD) 
operations as a result of a global IT glitch related to the cybersecurity company Crowdstrike 
earlier on Friday, US Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Charles Brown said. 

"For all reports I have right now, no impact on DoD operations," Brown said during a discussion 
at the Aspen Security Forum.

but voiced doubts about his chances of a positive outcome in the upcoming election, urging him 
to step aside for new leadership.

After Biden's disastrous debate performance on June 28, some politicians and journalists have 

said that the current US president should be replaced and that Harris is the most suitable 
replacement.

At the Democratic National Convention in August, theoretically, the party can nominate another 
candidate if Biden pulls out, but so far, the president has said he intends to go all the way.

On September 10, a second debate between Biden and Trump is scheduled, and the 
presidential election in the United States will be held on November 5.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The global IT outage that occurred earlier did not have a 
significant impact on Texas energy operations, the regulator of the top oil producing US state 

told Sputnik on Friday.
"The RRC [Texas Railroad Commission] experienced temporary system interruptions this 
morning due to the global Crowdstrike outage but many of those have now been restored," the 

RRC spokesperson said. "The Commission has not received reports of the outage causing 
significant impact on energy operations."

The glitch occurred after Texas-based cybersecurity company Crowdstrike, a major provider of 
malware and virus protection to a large array of companies, issued a single software update that 
impacted millions of users of Microsoft's Windows devices globally.

The outage impacted the computers of airlines, banks, and healthcare systems from Europe to 
the United States on Friday, causing flights to be grounded while stock exchanges seemed 

unaffected.
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NEW YORK, July 19 (Sputnik) - A global technology outage is impacting government 
information systems and private businesses in New York State although backup facilities have 
minimized the disruption, State Governor Kathy Hochul said Friday.

“The outage is having impacts here in New York for private sector businesses that rely on 
Crowdstrike, and for systems even within the New York State Government," Hochul said in a 

(Updates with additional details in para 3; modifies headline)
WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US billionaire entrepreneur said on Friday that he has 

completely removed the cybersecurity company Crowdstrike from all systems, halting any 
further rollouts.
"We just deleted Crowdstrike from all our systems, so no rollouts at all," Musk wrote on X. 

Musk also said that unfortunately, many of his companies' suppliers and logistics firms use 

Crowdstrike.

On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment affected telecommunications 
operators, banks and airlines around the world. Crowdstrike confirmed that the global failure in 
Windows had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor cybersecurity application.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US billionaire entrepreneur and X Corporation owner Elon 

Musk said on Friday that his company has completely removed the cybersecurity company 
Crowdstrike from its systems, halting any further rollouts.
"We just deleted Crowdstrike from all our systems, so no rollouts at all," Musk wrote on X.

On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment affected telecommunications 
operators, banks and airlines around the world. Crowdstrike confirmed that the global failure in 

Windows had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor cybersecurity application.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden said in a statement on Friday that 

he will resume his 2024 campaign trail next week despite mounting calls for him to drop out of 
the race against Republican challenger Donald Trump.
"Donald Trump's dark vision for the future is not who we are as Americans. Together, as a party 

and as a country, we can and will defeat him at the ballot box. I look forward to getting back on 
the campaign trail next week to continue exposing the threat of Donald Trump's Project 2025 

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - There is a lot of concern and anxiety related to the United 
States’ 2024 presidential election and whether the Democratic Party should move forward with 

US President Joe Biden as its nominee, US Senator Chris Coons said on Friday. 
"There is a lot of concern and anxiety about this because the stakes are so significant. The 
consequences of this election are profound," Coons said during a panel discussion at the Aspen 

Security Forum.
Biden is weighing who is the best candidate to win in November, Coons said.

Coons said he disagrees with Democrats who claim Biden is not strong or capable enough to 
serve another term as president.
Some Democrats have called on Biden to end his reelection bid, following a disastrous debate 

performance against Republican nominee Donald Trump. However, the Biden campaign has 
insisted that it intends to move forward, despite the concerns.

statement. She added: "Thankfully, all of them have backup systems for situations like this." 
Hochul urged those having an emergency in New York's 62 countries to dial 911 as usual, 

saying the state was working with localities to keep services going with backup facilities. 

She also reinforced Crowdstrike's messaging from earlier in the day that the tech glitch was not 
a planned attack.

"I want to be very clear, at this time, we have no indication that this is a hack or a cyber security 
threat," Hochul said. "It is more of a technical issue."

The glitch occurred after Austin, Texas-based Crowdstrike, a major provider of malware and 
virus protection to a large array of companies, issued a single software update that impacted 
millions of users of Microsoft's Windows devices globally.

The outage impacted the computers of airlines, banks, and healthcare systems from Europe to 
the United States on Friday, causing flights to be grounded while stock exchanges seemed 

unaffected.
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UNITED NATIONS, July 19 (Sputnik) - The global failure of Windows-based equipment has not 
caused any particular problems in the work of the UN Secretariat, United Nations Spokesperson 
Farhan Haq told Sputnik.

“There are no particular problems involving work in the UN Secretariat,” Haq said when asked 
whether the secretariat work had been impacted.

On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment affected telecommunications 
operators, banks, and airlines around the world.

The US company Crowdstrike confirmed that the global failure had occurred due to its update 

for the Falcon Sensor cybersecurity application.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Air Canada and Quebec’s Air Transat have not experienced 
major impacts due the worldwide IT outage, the companies told Sputnik on Friday.

On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment affected telecommunications 
operators, banks, and airlines around the world. The US company Crowdstrike confirmed that 

the global failure had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor cybersecurity application. 
“We are monitoring the situation closely, at this time there is no major impact on Air Canada 
operations,” Air Canada said. “No impacts on our operations,” Air Transat said.

Earlier on Friday, Alberta-based WestJet also informed that its systems and operations had not 
been directly impacted by the outage but noted that delays might occur across their network as 

it operates from and to impacted airports.
Porter Airlines is the only Canadian air carrier so far reporting being affected by the outage. The 

company canceled all flights until 12:00 p.m. ET and vowed to refund individuals needing to 
cancel travel plans.
The Canadian air navigation service provider NAV Canada stated that the ongoing worldwide IT 

outage has not affected its systems.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday that he 
will see Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi next week at the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Laos.
“I speak to him on a fairly regular basis, and I’ll be seeing him next week, in fact, in Laos,” 
Blinken said in an interview at the Aspen Security Forum, in response to a question about how 

often he meets with his Chinese counterpart.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov will also participate in ASEAN meetings next week, 

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on Thursday.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - A group of Democratic lawmakers have launched a TV ad 
urging US President Joe Biden to drop out of the presidential race amid mounting calls for him 

to make way for a more promising nominee against Donald Trump, CNN reported on Friday. 
The ad launched by Pass The Torch, a newly formed super political action committee (PAC), 

features several people speaking in front of a camera and asking Biden to make room for a 

nominee “who can bring new energy” to the party while thanking him for defeating Trump in
2020, according to the report.

“President Biden, you saved democracy in 2020. Now you have a chance to do it again. It’s 
time to pass the torch and let us choose a new nominee. One who can bring new energy, new 
hope, and make sure Donald Trump never gets near the White House again. Our country’s 

future is in your hands. So please, be the leader we know you are,” the report quoted the ad as 

stating.
The TV ad will be running on the MSNBC channel during the “Morning Joe” show and the 
network’s daytime hours in the Washington D.C., and Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, media 
markets, the report said.

Newsmax commentator Mark Halperin said on Thursday that Biden has agreed to withdraw his 
candidacy, which could happen as early as this weekend, with Sunday being the most likely day, 

and added that there is already a speech prepared for him and he will continue his duties as the 
sitting president.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Future US administrations are free to set their own policies 
for Ukraine in light of the high chances of Donald Trump returning to the White House in 2025, 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday.

“Every [US] administration has an opportunity, of course, to set his own policies [with respect to 
Ukraine]. We can't lock in the future,” Blinken said during a discussion at the Aspen Security 

Forum.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is close to finalizing its approval of $2 
billion in security aid for the Indo-Pacific region as part of a larger strategy to help countries 
there counter China, Defense News reported on Friday.

The package includes $500 million for the Philippines; $1.2 billion for Taiwan and some $300 
million to distribute among other partners like Vietnam, parts of South Asia and the Pacific island 

nations, the report said.
However, the amounts are provisional because the Biden administration is still consulting with 

Congress on the goal to allocate nearly all of the $2 billion in US-funded foreign military 

financing that was approved for the region in April.
On April 23, the US Senate passed legislation providing security assistance to the Indo-Pacific 

region, sending it to President Joe Biden for signature. The bill includes $8.12 billion in funding 
for security initiatives in the Indo-Pacific region, with $2 billion in foreign military financing for 
Taiwan and other partners.

China has repeatedly called on the United States to act on its commitment not to support 
Taiwan's independence and to stop arming Taiwan in any way.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States leaves open the possibility that it may 
conduct a nuclear first strike against an adversary, acting US Assistant Defense Secretary for 

Space Policy Vipin Narang said on Friday.
“We still leave open the possibility that we may have to use and employ nuclear weapons first 

against a strategic attack or to deter a nuclear attack,” Narang said in an interview with the 
Center for a New American Security.

However, the central challenge is how to deter the employment of nuclear weapons by Russia 

Narang said.
Russia is a nuclear peer to the US and China is not yet a nuclear peer but developing its 

capabilities, Narang said, adding not to “sleep” on North Korea.
The most likely employment of nuclear weapons in the contemporary and future security 
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Porter Airlines Cancels Flights Over IT Outage, WestJet Says Operations Not Impacted

Mark Zuckerberg Says Has No Plans to Endorse Either Trump or Biden in Election

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 11:25:56 AM

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Russia sees good prospects for the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization (CSTO) to participate in UN peacekeeping operations, Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin said on Friday.

"We think there are good prospects for involving CSTO in peacekeeping activities being 
conducted by the UN. We already have the necessary legal base for the participation of the 

organization in UN peace operations," Vershinin said during a UN Security Council meeting.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Canadian air carrier Porter canceled all flights until 12:00

p.m. ET over the ongoing worldwide IT outage, whereas WestJet has not reported direct 
impacts to its operations, the companies said on Friday.

"Porter Airlines is cancelling flights until 12 p.m. ET, July 19, 2024, due to prolonged third-party 
technology systems outages affecting multiple global industries. This applies to all areas of our 
website, mobile app, reservations, flight changes and inquiry systems. Further delays and 

cancellations are possible," Porter said in a statement.
Passengers cannot currently be rebooked to other flights and the process might take longer 

than usual but Porter will refund individuals needing to cancel travel plans, the statement said. 
"At this time, there has been no direct impact to WestJet’s IT systems or operations and any 

flight cancellations across our network are unrelated to the Crowdstrike outage," WestJet said 

in a statement.
However, WestJet said it expects delays across their network as it operates from and to 

impacted airports. Guest traveling via the WestJet and connecting onward with other airlines 
may be affected.
On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment affected telecommunications 

operators, banks, and airlines around the world. The US company Crowdstrike confirmed that 
the global failure had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor cybersecurity application.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The CEO of Meta (banned in Russia as an extremist 
organization), Mark Zuckerberg, told Bloomberg that he is not planning to endorse either Donald 
Trump or President Joe Biden in the 2024 presidential race.

"I'm also planning on not playing a significant role in the election. I've done some stuff 
personally in the past I'm not planning on doing that this time, and that includes not endorsing 

either of the candidates," Zuckerberg said in an interview published on Friday.
Zuckerberg noted that he understands why Trump’s image is so appealing to American voters, 

especially in light of the way he behaved after the bullet hit him on Saturday. He called Trump’s 
reaction following the failed assassination attempt "badass" and inspiring.
Zuckerberg's remarks come amid media reports that Biden plans to drop out of the presidential 

race following his dismal performance at the June 27 debate against Trump and growing 
pressure from his fellow Democratic Party members to do so.

Bloomberg reported on Thursday that several members of Biden's cabinet are beginning to 
have private conversations about whether he should suspend his presidential campaign amid 
the steep decline in support from his Democratic allies.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is sanctioning two members of the 

Russian hacktivist group Cyber Army of Russia Reborn (CARR) for their alleged ties to cyber 
operations against US critical infrastructure, the Treasury Department said on Friday. 
"Since 2022, CARR, which also uses the name Cyber Army of Russia, has conducted 

low-impact, unsophisticated DDoS [distributed denial of service] attacks in Ukraine and against 
governments and companies located in countries that have supported Ukraine. In late 2023, 

CARR started to claim attacks on the industrial control systems of multiple US and European 
critical infrastructure targets," the Treasury Department said in a statement.
CARR has been responsible for manipulating industrial control system equipment at water 

supply, hydroelectric, wastewater and energy facilities in the US and Europe, the statement 

said.
The sanctions target CARR leader Yuliya Vladimirova Pankratova and primary hacker Denis 
Olegovich Degtyarenko, the statement added.
However, the Russian Foreign Ministry's International Information Security chief Artur 

Lyukmanov told Sputnik it is Russia’s critical computer networks that has been increasingly 
attacked since the start of Moscow's special military operation in Ukraine in 2022.

In June, Ukrainian hackers targeted three of Russia's largest banks - Gazprombank, Alfa-Bank 
and VTB Bank - as well as the the country's National Payment Card System.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden said on Friday that the United States 

will continue "pushing hard" to secure the release of Wall Street Journal journalist Evan 
Gershkovich after he was sentenced to 16 years in prison by a Russian court earlier in the day. 

"Today, Evan Gershkovich received a sentence of 16 years in a Russian prison, despite having 
committed no crime. Rather, he was targeted by the Russian government because he is a 

journalist and an American. We are pushing hard for Evan’s release and will continue to do so," 

Biden said in a statement.
On Friday, the Sverdlovsk Regional Court sentenced Gershkovich to 16 years in a 

maximum-security prison on charges of espionage.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said at a press conference earlier this week that 

Moscow had evidence of journalist Gershkovich's involvement in espionage activities, and 
Russian and US intelligence services were in contact about the possibility of an exchange. 
Russia's Federal Security Service arrested Gershkovich in March 2023 on suspicion of trying to 

collect classified defense information for the United States while he was on assignment in
Yekaterinburg. The Wall Street Journal denied the charges and Washington argued the reporter 

had been detained "wrongfully."

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has appointed 
Steven MacKinnon as the country’s new Minister of Labor and Minister of Seniors, Trudeau’s 

office said in a statement on Friday.
"The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today announced a change to the Ministry: Steven 
MacKinnon becomes Minister of Labor and Seniors," the statement said.

MacKinnon previously acted as leader of the government in the House of Commons and will 
assume his duties as of today.

On Thursday, MacKinnon predecessors Seamus O’Reagan announced his resignation as 
Minister of Labor and Minister of Seniors and saying that he would not seek reelection. 
However, O'Reagan will continue to serve as a lawmaker until the next general elections in 

2025.
Although O’Reagan said the decision was made over personal and family reasons, his 

departure arrives at a moment when concerned and dissenting voices arise from within the 
Liberal Party over their debacle in the Toronto-St. Paul federal by-election, which was lost to 

their Conservative counterparts after holding the region for 30 years.

In mid-June, an Ipsos poll revealed that Nearly 70% of Canadians would like to see Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau step down from the premiership position. In addition, three in four 

Canadians would like to have another party take over the government and only a quarter say 
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US Arms Control Official Will Visit Romania for Energy, Climate Event - State Dept.

More than 3,850 Flights Delayed in US Over Crowdstrike Outage - FlightAware
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and
International Security Bonnie Jenkins will visit Romania from July 20-24 for a climate and energy 

ministerial meeting, the US State Department said on Friday.
“While in Romania, the Under Secretary will participate in the 5th Partnership for Transatlantic 
Energy and Climate Cooperation (P-TECC) Ministerial and attend events to celebrate a 

significant milestone in the Romania small modular reactor (SMR) project based on US 
technology,” the State Department said in a statement.

Romania is leading the region on developing clean, safe and reliable SMR technology, the 
statement said. The developments support critical sustainability and energy security goals, the 

statement said.
The United States is proud to be Romania’s partner on the matter, the statement added.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - More than 3,850 flights have been delayed in the United 
States and more than 25,500 flights have been delayed worldwide as of Friday 10 a.m. EST, as 

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is continuing to deal with the impact of the 
widespread tech outage on its transportation systems, with many flights impacted,
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said on Friday.

"We’re continuing to address effects on transportation systems from today’s widespread tech 
outage," Buttigieg wrote on X. "Many flights are impacted as systems recover—passengers 

should check with their airline for updates and visit our website for more on passenger 
protections."
The global technical outage has also affected a wide range of other businesses, including 

hospitals, hotels, public transportation, and more. It is being attributed to a software update 
issued by cybersecurity firm Crowdstrike that led devices running Microsoft Windows cloud 

computing systems to crash.
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a result of a global technical outage caused by a Crowdstrike software update, according to 
FlightAware data.
The flight data website reported 3,854 delayed flights within, into, or departing the United 

States on Friday out of 25,536 delayed flights across the world. Additionally, it reported 1,423 
flight cancellations within, into, or departing the US out of 2,465 cancellations across the world. 

Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport bore the brunt of delays and cancellations in 
the US, with 222 delayed and 133 canceled flights originating from the airport, and 228 delayed 

and 125 canceled flights destined there.
The global technical outage has also affected a wide range of other businesses, including 
hospitals, hotels, public transportation, and more. It is being attributed to a software update 

issued by cybersecurity firm Crowdstrike that led devices running Microsoft Windows cloud 
computing systems to crash.

NEW YORK, July 19 (Sputnik) - A global technology outage impacted the computers of airlines, 
banks and healthcare systems from Europe to the United States on Friday, causing flights to be 

grounded while stock exchanges seemed unaffected.
Nasdaq, one of the major US stock market exchanges, said it expected to trade as usual for the 

day.
“Our European markets and US pre-market are operating normally," a spokesman of Nasdaq, 

which lists mainly technology stocks, said in an update issued through US media.

Earlier, in Europe, exchange-operator Euronext said the outage had not affected stocks trading 
in the region. The London Stock Exchange also said its news service RNS was down earlier in 

the day, although securities trading was not affected.
While stock markets were spared, American Airlines, Delta Airlines and United Airlines were 

forced to ground flights, according to media reports that also cited airports in Germany, 

Amsterdam and Spain experiencing issues.
Ryanair, Europe's largest airline by passenger numbers, warned customers of potential 

disruptions while passengers at Edinburgh airport were reportedly unable to use automated 
boarding pass scanners.
The glitch occurred after the Austin, Texas-based cybersecurity company Crowdstrike, a major 

provider of malware and virus protection to a large array of companies, issued a single software 
update that impacted millions of users of Microsoft's Windows devices globally.

Media reports noted there had been few outages of such a scale and that the cascading 
failures underscored the vulnerabilities of the modern economy and the central role of security 

software, which ran the operating systems governing businesses and services.
Crowdstrike Holdings Chief Executive Officer George Kurtz said in a statement posted on the 

social media platform X that the fault had been identified and a fix has been deployed, adding 

that it was not an attack planned on the company or its users..
"Mac and Linux hosts are not impacted,” Kurtz said, referring, respectively, to the operating
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system for Apple computers and a major business application. “This is not a security incident or 
cyberattack.”
An unrelated issue with Microsoft’s Azure cloud service that occurred simultaneously with the 

Crowdstrike software glitch added to Friday’s problem. Microsoft also said the underlying cause 
had been fixed on its applications although "residual impact" continued to disrupt some services. 

Crowdstrike shares plunged as much as 13% in Friday’s pre-market US trading before 
steadying with a 3% decline, similar to Microsoft’s.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The air navigation service provider NAV Canada said on 
Friday that the ongoing worldwide IT outage has not affected its systems. 

"The reported global IT outage has not affected NAV Canada systems," the air navigation 
service provider said via X. "We are working closely with our industry partners to understand 

how we can best support their operations and passengers."
NAV Canada advised passengers to check their flight status directly with the airlines they are 

flying with.

On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment affected telecommunications 
operators, banks, and airlines around the world.

The US company Crowdstrike confirmed that the global failure had occurred due to its update 
for the Falcon Sensor cybersecurity application.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Media reports alleging that the Biden family is in discussions 
about President Joe Biden’s withdrawal from the 2024 race are "wrong," White House Senior 

Deputy Press Secretary Andrew Bates said on Friday.
"Wrong. Keep the faith," Bates said in a post on X.
Earlier in the day, NBC reported that the Biden’s family have begun discussions about his 

potential plan to exit the 2024 presidential race amid growing pressure on him to drop out. 
The discussions are focused on putting the Democratic Party in the best position to win the 

upcoming election and not letting Donald Trump come back to the White House, the report said.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden has been briefed on the
CrowdStrike-related global IT outages and his team is in touch with impacted entities, the White 
House press pool said on Friday.

Biden tested positive for COVID-19 on Wednesday and self-isolated in Delaware.
Biden’s team is engaged across the interagency to get sector-by-sector updates throughout the 

day and is ready to assist, the pool said.
The president was also briefed on the drone attack overnight n Tel Aviv.

On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment began, which affected 
telecom operators, banks, and airlines around the world. US company Crowdstrike confirmed 
that the global failure in Windows had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor 

cybersecurity application.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

TpaHcnopTHbiM rnraHT DHL 3asBMn PMA Hobocth, mto BnnsHHe c6oa Ha hx pa6oiy 

orpaHHMeHHoe

BALUHHrTOH, 19 mon - PI/IA Hobocth. MnpoBoi/i TpaHcnopTHbiM rwraHT DHL b nsTHHqy 3asBnn 
PI/IA Hobocth, mto rno6anbHbiH c6oh He cnnbHO noBnnnn Ha hx pa6oTy, ho b pnfle pernoHOB y 

nocTaBLLjHKOB BO3HHKnH npo6neMbi.

"C6oh, cBS3aHHbie c Crowdstrike, b HacTosu^ee BpeMs oxa3biBatoT nnuib oneHb orpaHHMeHHoe 

n noKanbHoe BnnsHHe Ha DHL Group. B HexoTopbix pernoHax 6binn 3aTpoHyTbi nocTaBLgnxn h 

AenoBbie napTHepbi. Mbi BHHMaTenbHo cneflHM 3a cnTyaqnen h HaxoflHMcs b hoctoshhom 
KOHTaKTe c HaunMn flenoBbiMH napTHepaMH", - 3anBnna npeflCTaBHTenb xoMnaHnn riaMena 

flyxe Pan.
Ytpom b nsTHHuy HaMancs rno6anbHbiH c6oh TexHHXH, pa6oTatOLqeH Ha 6a3e Windows, H3-3a 

xoToporo nocTpaflann onepaTopbi cBn3H, 6aHXH h aBnaxoMnaHHH no BceMy Mnpy.
AMepnxaHcxas xoMnaHHn Crowdstrike noflTBepflnna, mto mo6anbHbiH c6oh b pa6oTe Windows 
cnyMHncn H3-3a ee o6HOBneHns flnn npnno>xeHHn xn6ep6e3onacHocTH Falcon Sensor.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - DHL Group told Sputnik on Friday that it is experiencing 

"very limited and local" impact on its operations amid IT outages related to cybersecurity firm 
Crowdstrike with some regional suppliers and business partners being affected.

"The Crowdstrike-related outages currently have only very limited and local impact on DHL 
Group. In some regions suppliers and business partners are affected. We are closely monitoring 
the situation and are in continuous contact with our business partners," a DHL Group 

spokesperson said in a statement.
On Friday morning, a global failure of Windows-based equipment began, which affected 
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Biden’s Family Starts Discussing His Exit Plan From 2024 Race - Reports
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telecom operators, banks, and airlines around the world. US company Crowdstrike confirmed 
that the global failure in Windows had occurred due to its update for the Falcon Sensor 
cybersecurity application.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Family members of US President Joe Biden have begun 
discussions about his potential plan to exit the 2024 presidential race amid growing pressure on 
him to drop out, NBC reported on Friday, citing two people familiar with the matter.

Discussions about a possible plan for Biden are focused on putting the Democratic Party in the 
best position to win the upcoming election and not letting Donald Trump come back to the White 

House, the report said.
Newsmax commentator Mark Halperin said on Thursday that Biden has agreed to withdraw his 

candidacy, which could happen as early as this weekend, with Sunday being the most likely day. 

There is already a speech prepared for him and he will continue his duties as the sitting 
president, Halperin reported.

biden briefed on Crowdstrike outage, drone attack near us embassy office overnight in Tel Aviv 

- white house

DHL has experienced 'very limited impact' from Crowdstrike outage, suppliers and business 
partners affected In some regions - spokesperson to sputnik


