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The former USMC intelligence officer's home was raided Wednesday over allegations he had 
violated the Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA), which requires anyone who acts on behalf 

of a foreign nation to register as such to the US government. However, individuals accused of 
such a violation are typically notified by letter, not a raid.
The recent raid carried out on the New York home of former UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter 

was another chapter in the US government's harassment campaign against him and his family, 
he told Sputnik.

"It's a fishing expedition. It's harassment," Ritter told Radio Sputnik's Critical Hour on Thursday, 
noting that the US government's end goal is to discredit him in the eyes of the public as he 
continually works to shed light on US policy.

Within the more than two dozen boxes that were carried out of Ritter's home were documents 
that substantiated his findings that Iraq never had weapons of mass destruction, a key claim 

that encouraged the US to undertake its invasion of the Middle Eastern nation in 2003. 
"This is the archive that backs up my allegations, my assertions that Iraq didn't have weapons of 
mass destruction, that the US policies ... that accused Iraq of such were premised on a lie. It's 

an archive that I was relying upon to write a book that's in draft form right now, and they seized 
that archive," Ritter told show hosts Dr. Wilmer Leon and Garland Nixon, adding that the 

confiscation of those documents were out of the scope of the search warrant.
"This is not about FARA. It literally isn't. This is targeted harassment. This is a frontal assault on 
free speech and free press."

Touching on how the legal system has outlined that sharing a viewpoint with a foreign 
government does not equate the status of foreign agent, Ritter recalled he had told one of the 

agents on the scene that his "main premise is stopping a nuclear war" and less about throwing 
his support behind another government.
"My main premise is to, you know, support diplomacy over militarism, to promote dialogue 

instead of confrontation, you know, and to promote arms control instead of an arms race," he 
said. "If this is a crime in America, then convict me and throw the key away. But it's not. 

Having acted as a journalist for some 20 years now, Ritter has published works in numerous 
publications that include the Washington Post and the New York Times. Ritter told Nixon that 
he's no different than any other journalist being paid for their work.

"But they're trying to twist this into somehow saying that I am in the employ of the Russian 
government, and that I am acting on instructions from the Russian government. The good news 

is that nothing they seized will back up these assertions. The bad news is I don't think it 
matters," he said.

"They kept saying you're trying to shape the opinion of the American people. You're damn right 
I'm trying to shape the opinion of the American people. Everybody engaged in journalism is 
doing this. This is what you're supposed to do to empower people with knowledge and 
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Under the orders of the US Justice Department, the home of former UN weapons inspector 
Scott Ritter was raided this week under allegations of violating the Foreign Agents Registration 

Act. More than two dozen boxes were pulled from his home, including an archive that backed 
Ritter's allegations that there were never any WMDs in Iraq in 2003.

The US' latest effort to target Scott Ritter have fully put on display the government's hypocrisy 
as it picks and chooses when to stay its hand and when to weaponize the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act (FARA) against Americans, US attorney John Jackman told Sputnik.

information, fact-based knowledge and information so they can make their own decisions. The 
most dangerous thing in a democracy like America is a knowledgeable citizen, a citizen 
empowered with information to make an informed, you know, choice on election day, not dumb 

sheep being herded down the path."

"This is harassment designed to silence me. It's designed to intimidate me. And for everybody 

listening, understand this is a frontal assault on the Constitution of the United States," Ritter 
stressed. "A frontal assault on free speech. A frontal assault on the free press." 

"Free speech isn't free if when you execute your right to speak freely, you get raided by the FBI. 
And a free press cannot exist if, carrying out your journalistic duties, you are accused because 
of the position you take of, you know, working for an entity because these positions have to 

clash with the official policy objectives of the United States."
Asked if the raid was tied to the June seizure of his passport or a recent event he attended in 

New York to discuss his latest work and efforts to encourage an ease of tension between the US 
and Russia, the former intelligence officer admitted "they're all connected."
Ritter detailed he had planned additional trips to Russia later this year that would help to gain 

information that would help "empower the American audience about, you know, the reality of 
Russia and the danger of American policy."

"The United States government did not want any of these trips to happen. They seized my 
passport and now they're just extending the harassment," he said. "They fear what I'm doing, 
and they fear what we are doing and this is what happens when governments get afraid of their 

own citizens. Citizens who, again, I remind everybody, are simply executing their rights of free 
speech and, as a journalist, my participation in the free press."

"I never want to be a foreign agent. I'm not acting as one and I don't want to act as one. I will 
never represent another country. I represent America, only America," he continued. "I believe in 
the potential of my country to be that which we, you know, purport to be, what we want to be, 

and I recognize that we're not there and one of the reasons we're not there is because of the 
policies of my government."

"And, therefore, as an American citizen, it is my duty to speak out and shine a light on where I 
think my government is going wrong so that we, the people, can take corrective action and get 
the government back on track because the government serves us, we don't serve the 

government."
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The Wednesday raid took place at Ritter's home in New York as investigators have sought to 
argue that the former weapons inspector's journalistic work is being framed at the direction of 
the Russian government. However, the claims could not be further from the truth. 

"FARA, kind of by its very nature, is enforced ambiguously, which leads to very unequal levels of 
enforcement and basically, you know, there's potential for it to be weaponized against political 

speech that the United States, especially our foreign policy establishment, finds problematic," 
Jackman told Radio Sputnik's Fault Lines on Friday.

Potential FARA offenders are flagged by the US government if they fall under certain 
specifications, such as an individual who is documented as having been directed at the sole 
discretion of a foreign principal. That said, there are exemptions that protect "bonafide" media 

services, which Jackman noted its exact definition is "somewhat ambiguous."
"I'm looking at the totality of those factors together and these accusations of him acting as a 

foreign agent and, just on its face, the claims are extremely dubious and uncredible in my view," 
Jackman told hosts Jamarl Thomas and Melik Abdul.
"I think this comes down to where they can kind of find these ambiguities in foreign agent laws 

since it's been enacted and then also sort of play upon some of the jingoism and fear that the 
government is really trying to stoke, especially toward Russia but also toward countries in the 

Middle East as well, which Scott Ritter has been sympathetic to."
Jackman, who also serves as the regular co-host of DD Geopolitics, contrasted the 
government's accusations against Ritter to that of the relationship between the Israeli lobby in 

the US and Congress. "The hypocrisy is so profound," he said.
"The Israeli lobby being able to literally buy [congressional] seats, yet the United States treats all 

the deference that our media, that our politicians give to Israel, literally the exact propaganda 
lines that the Israeli government will say to justify, you know, the war and occupation going in 
Gaza, in the West Bank," Jackman told Thomas.

"Yet, when it comes to talking about the interests of, you know, other countries or even the 
sovereign interests of the people in the United States, right, to make sure that our tax dollars are 

being used in an accountable way that's going to the infrastructure of this country, rather than 
going to continue to fuel war and foreign aid in, you know, the tens and hundreds of billions of 
dollar to countries, like, Ukraine and Israel and Taiwan, for example. So, the hypocrisy to me is 

just very evident," the attorney emphasized.
The Wednesday raid also came the same week court documents revealed Hunter Biden took in 

million from Romanian businessman Gabriel Popoviciu in exchange for attempting to exert his 
influence on the US government during his father's vice presidency. Additionally, former Trump 
adviser Kellyanne Conway registered as a foreign agent who would be lobbying on behalf of 

pro-Ukrainian interests.
Unlike in the Biden findings, where evidence shows an agent-principal relationship had been 

established between the two parties, that isn't the case for Ritter. "This is one of the meaningful 
differences with Scott," Jackman said.

"At every turn you know Scott is, what he's talking about when it comes to his commentary on 
foreign policy and the work that he's doing, for example, to organize this anti-war rally and draw 
attention to the specter of nuclear war has been done under his own volition," he noted. "Due to 

his own, you know, freedom of thought and freedom of speech which actually, you know, is very 
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Contrasting the Ritter case to court filings showing that Hunter Biden took millions in exchange 
for attempting to influence US policy, Jackman stressed that the hypocrisy is “just very evident.” 

Former UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter spoke on the recent raid conducted on his New York 
home and condemned the act as ‘targeted harassment’ by the US government.

“I will never represent another country. I represent America, only America," he underscored. 

“This is what happens when governments get afraid of their own citizens.”
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“Just on its face, the claims are extremely dubious and uncredible in my view," John Jackman, a 
US attorney told Radio Sputnik’s Fault Lines.

“This Foreign Agent Registration Act is a joke, as I told the FBI,” Ritter said, adding he “never” 
wants to serve as a foreign agent.

US efforts to target former UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter have laid bare the nation’s 

hypocrisy when it comes to its use of the Foreign Agents Registration Act.

tough to do in this country because it cuts against a lot of financial interests that he could 
potentially be taking advantage of, right?"
"It would be a lot easier in this country, for example, to take advantage of a Ukrainian interest 

who's willing to pay you to go on the airwaves and spout Ukrainian propaganda. It would be a lot 
easier to get that into the mainstream than it would to, you know, take the other side of it in this 

country, which requires just kind of by its very nature - and you all know - a lot of 
independence."

“This is not about [the Foreign Agents Restriction Act]. It literally isn't. This is targeted 

harassment. This is a frontal assault on free speech and free press,” Ritter told Radio Sputnik’s 
Critical Hour. “This is harassment designed to silence me. It's designed to intimidate me.
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As the world awaits Iran's response to the killing of Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh, the 
waiting itself suggests the retaliation will come in the form of a "big strike.” 

Kavanagh noted that while a settlement for the conflict needed to be “stable and secure for at 
least another 10 years,” it wasn’t likely to come about without a “decisive battle.” 

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 
on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

"At every turn you know Scott is, what he's talking about when it comes to his commentary on 
foreign policy and the work that he's doing, for example, to organize this anti-war rally and draw 
attention to the specter of nuclear war has been done under his own volition,” the attorney 

emphasized.

"[It's] going to involve all of the Axis of Resistance, not just Iran and the Houthis and Hezbollah

etc., the entire Axis of Resistance and the United States and Israel, and we're going to see 
nuclear weapons used by Israel," he said. "Guarantee it."

"The longer they take, it seems to me - again, we're all guessing, we're all speculating, I don't 
know what's happening ... but it seems to me the longer they take that just means they're more 

seriously preparing," Jim Kavanagh, an independent journalist, told Radio Sputnik’s Critical 
Hour. “It looks to me like it's going to be a big strike.”

WASHINGTON, August 12 (Sputnik) - About 40% of major manufacturing investments that 
were announced in the first year of US President Joe Biden's much-touted Inflation Reduction 

Act and Chips and Science Act have been delayed, the Financial Times reported on Monday, 
citing its own analysis and interviews with companies and local and state governments. 
Of the 114 projects worth more than $100 million and totaling $227.9 billion, the newspaper 

found that a total of $84 billion worth of initiatives have been delayed for at least two months if 
not several years, or put on pause for an indefinite period.

For example, projects like Enel’s $1 billion solar panel factory in Oklahoma, LG Energy 
Solution’s $2.3 billion battery storage facility in Arizona, and Albemarle’s $1.3 billion lithium 

refinery in South Carolina have been put on hold.
Companies cited poor market conditions, slowing demand, and policy uncertainty in an election 

year. Biden approved the Inflation Reduction Act and the Chips Act in August 2022 to revive 

manufacturing in the Rust Belt and combat China’s dominance in clean energy technology.
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UNITED NATIONS, August 11 (Sputnik), Lenka White - A ceasefire between Israel and 
Palestine would not only allow for expanded humanitarian aid deliveries but would also pave the 
way for a two-state solution to the decades-old conflict, Venezuela's Deputy Ambassador to the 

United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran said in an interview.
“We are confident that the minute a ceasefire is reached and that lasts and is respected, then 

this will serve the purpose of creating the conditions not only for bringing in humanitarian aid at 
scale, but also for initiating a political process that will ultimately realize the two-state solution," 

Perez Ayestaran told Sputnik.

WASHINGTON, August 11 (Sputnik) - The 1984 controversial joke by US President Ronald 
Reagan about bombing Russia was intended to mock the liberal media, but his real goal was to 

end the Cold War with the Soviet Union, former Assistant Treasury Secretary Paul Craig 
Roberts told Sputnik.
"Reagan was just making fun of the media. It has no historical significance," Roberts, who 

served as a senior Treasury official in the Reagan administration, said. "Reagan's goal was to 
end the Cold War, not to bomb Russia."

On August 11, 1984, Reagan, while doing a mic check, joked: "My fellow Americans, I am 
pleased to tell you today that I have signed legislation that will outlaw Russia forever. We begin 
bombing in five minutes."

"This is just nonsense," Roberts stated. "While waiting to do a radio broadcast, Reagan 
amused his aides and the press by making fun of the liberals' portrayal of him as a hard-liner 

against the Soviets. In other words, Reagan was acting the image of himself as portrayed by the 
liberal media. Instead of seeing the joke on themselves, the liberal media said, 'See, we told 
you. Reagan is dangerous!'"

The Soviet Union condemned the joke, saying it reflected Reagan's low level of humor and 
thinking, as well as his "obsession."

On August 15, a "symmetrical response" came from the USSR's Far Eastern Command, when 
an operator sent the coded message, "We now embark on military action against US forces." 
The message was decoded by Japanese and American intelligence and briefly prompted an 

increase in their alert status in the region.
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OOH, 11 aBr - PI/IA Hoboctm. YcTaHOBneHHe pe>XMMa npexpaLgeHMs orHs b cexTope Ta3a 

noMo>xeT 3anycTmb nonmHMecxHM npoLjecc flByrocyqapcTBeHHoro peLueHMs 
nanecTMHo-H3pannbCKoro Bonpoca, coo6mnn b WHTepBbio PI/IA Hobocth 3aMnocTnpefla 

BeHecyanbi b OOH XoaxuiH riepec.
"Mbi yBepeHbi, mto xax Tonbxo 6yfleT flocTHrHyro comaLueHHe o npexpaLgeHUM oms, xoTopoe 

6yqeT coGntoflaTbCfl, to oto nocny>XMT co3flaHMto ycnoBHM He Tonbxo flrm yBeriHMeHi/isi 

MaciUTa6oB ryMaHMTapHou noMOLgw, ho m flns MHUuMMpoBaHMs nojiMTHMecxoro npogecca, 

xoTopbiu b xoHeMHOM more npMBefleT x peann3annn peLueHMs o cocymecTBOBaHMM flByx 
rocyqapcTB", - cxa3an riepec.
M3pannb 7 oxTs6p?i 2023 rofla noflBeprcs 6ecnpege,qeHTHOM no MaciUTa6y paxeTHow aiaxe M3 

cexTopa Ta3a. riocne eToro 6oMHbi nanecTHHCxoro flBM>xeHH5i XAMAC npoHMxnn b 

npnrpaHHMHbie pauoHbi, oTxpbiB oroHb no BoeHHbiM m rpa>xflaHcxnM, 3axBaTnnn 6onee 200
3ano>XHMXOB. no flaHHbiM BJiacTei/i, norn6nn oxono 1,2 TbicsiMM qenoBex.

ApMwa o6opoHbi l/l3panns Havana onepauMto ">Kene3Hbie Menu" b cexTope Ta3a, BxntoMatoLgyio 
yqapbi no rpa>xflaHcxnM oStexTaM. l/l3pannb obt^BHn o nonHOM 6noxafle aHxnaBa: 6binn 

ocTaHOBJieHbi nocTaBXM BOflbi, anexTpi/mecTBa, TonriMBa, npoflyxTOB m nexapcTB. Hmcjio 
norn6ujnx npw M3pannbcxnx yqapax no cexTopy Ta3a c 7 ox™6pa npeBbici/ino 39,6 TbicsMn 

qenoBex, 6onee 91,5 TbicsMM nocTpaflanui.

CexTop Ta3a c^axTHMecxM oxa3ancs pa3fleneH Ha rc»XHyio m ceBepHyto Mac™, H3pannb 

npoBOflHT Ha3eMHyto onepauwK) b Pacfcaxe, xoTopbiM cMmaeTCfi nocneflHMM onnoTOM XAMAC. 
MMfl P<t> npn3Ban cTopoHbi npexpaTHTb 6oeBbie fleMCTBHs. ComacHO no3nnww MocxBbi, 

yperynnpoBaHne bo3mo>xho nmub Ha ocHOBe yTBep>xfleHHOM C5 OOH 0opMynbi c C03flaHneM 

nanecTMHcxoro rocyqapcTBa b rpaHMuax 1967 rofla co cTonwuew b Boctomhom HepycariMMe.

WASHINGTON, August 11 (Sputnik) - US President Ronald Reagan's recorded comments to 

National Public Radio (NPR) engineers that he would order the bombing of Russia made 40 
years ago this Sunday were never meant to be taken seriously but should have never been 

made at all, two former veteran CIA senior analysts told Sputnik.
NEED TO BE CAREFUL
"It was never meant to be anything but a joke: But politicians are better to be careful as 

anything they say is likely to be somewhat incoherent and will inevitably be misinterpreted no 
matter what the intention was," former CIA senior analyst and station chief Philip Giraldi, 

founder and chair of the Council for the National Interest, said.
Giraldi agreed with reports that Reagan had not realized the microphone was still recording his 

comments at the time, although they were never broadcast.
"I think it was actually a joke and the mic was believed to be turned off," he said.
Giraldi confirmed that there was no sense in the US intelligence community or the Reagan 

administration at the time that any such attack was being contemplated at all.
"I was in Istanbul at the time and don't recall any particular chatter about it in either the 
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UNITED NATIONS, August 11 (Sputnik), Lenka White - Caracas is open to cooperation with the 
US in any area which would be in the interest of its citizens, including on bitcoin, Deputy 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran said in an interview. 
“We're more than willing to cooperate and to engage with each and every country in the world, 
including the US, in order to ensure the well-being of our people ... If this [bitcoin] is an area that 

together we identify as one in which we can move together, we will of course pursue it,” Perez 
Ayestaran told Sputnik.

Venezuela is willing and ready to engage in any commercial or economic trade which would be 
in the interest of its citizens, he added.

OOH, 11 aBr - PI/IA Hoboctm. BeHecyena "6onee MeM roTOBa" B3anMOfleMCTBOBaTb co BceMM 

cTpaHaMH, BKHtoMas CLUA, flns Toro, MTo6bi o6ecneHHTb 6narononyqne co6cTBeHHoro Hapofla 
coo6lhhji b nHTepBbio PI/IA Hoboctm 3aMnocTnpefla CTpaHbi b OOH XoaKMH riepec.

BeHecyona roTOBa B3aMMOfleMCTBOBaTb c CLUA pa/jM 6narononyMM?i cBoero Hapofla - mmccms b 

OOH

embassy or station," he said.
However, the old story had important lessons for political leaders today, Giraldi advised. 
"I guess the lesson to be learned in the current context is that we would be a lot better off if our 

so-called leaders would just keep their mouths shut as anything they say is likely to be 
somewhat incoherent and will inevitably be misinterpreted no matter what the intention was," he 

said.
PRIVATE JOKE

Former senior CIA analyst Raymond McGovern, who personally briefed four US presidents — 
including Reagan — on the Soviet Union and Russia, is skeptical about Reagan having any 
intention for the story to circulate at all for any reason.

"Did he really mean it to go out live? I don't think so," he said.
There was no evidence anywhere that Reagan at the time knew the microphone was live or 

that he ever intended his remarks to circulate at all, McGovern pointed out.
Reagan made his comment "We begin bombing in five minutes" as the last sentence of a 

controversial, off-the-record joke that he gave while preparing for a scheduled radio address 

from his vacation home in California.
The Soviet Union criticized the joke, as did Reagan's opponent in the 1984 presidential 

election, former Vice President Walter Mondale. Mondale was defeated by Reagan in a 
landslide.
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"Mbi 6onee nervi roTOBbi coTpyflHi/maTb m B3anMOfleMCTBOBaTb c xa>xflou CTpaHOM Mkipa, 
BKntoMas CLUA, MTo6bi o6ecneMHTb 6narononyMne Haujero Hapo/ja", - cxa3an riepec.
BeHecyanbCKMM nviflep Hnxonac Ma^ypo paHee 3asBn?in o totobhoctu BO3o6HOBHTb flManor c 

CLUA m npn3Ban BaLUMHrroH 0TKa3aTbC5i ot yrpo3 Kapaxacy m cneflOBaTb nyHXTaM comaiueHMM 
flocTHrHyTbix b Kaiape b 2023 rofly - b conpoBo>xfleHMe cbohx cjiob oh BnepBbie ony6nnxoBan 

nOflnMCaHHblM T3M MeMOpaHflyM O B3aMMOnOHMMaHMM.

OOH, 11 aBr - PMA Hobocth. BeHecyona BbiciynaeT 3a flHBepcMc^MxanMK) xop3MHbi BantOT 
cTpaH-yMacTHMH Tpynnbi flpy3eM b noflflep>xxy yciaBa OOH, ybe>xfleHa, mto oto 

UNITED NATIONS, August 11 (Sputnik), Lenka White - Venezuela believes it's time to diversify 
trade currencies for freedom and to avoid the impacts of sanctions, Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran told Sputnik.

“We do believe that the time has come to diversify the basket of currencies in which we conduct 
legal trade in our nations, it will liberate us and it will also serve as a way to overcome the 

negative impacts of unilateral coercive measures that affect many of our countries, including 
some that are part of BRICS,” Perez Ayestaran said.
He added that countries have been forced to subordinate themselves due to one particular 

currency dominating the world.

UNITED NATIONS, August 11 (Sputnik), Lenka White - The dollar's dominance of the world 
financial system pushes countries' economies into subordination and deprives them of fiscal 
sovereignty, Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran 

said in an interview.
“We feel that there is one particular currency that has been dominating the financial system for 

some time, and it has allowed for the subordination of some countries, not only in terms of the 
economy, but also in terms of sovereignty, and fiscal sovereignty,” Perez Ayestaran told Sputnik. 
Venezuela believes that countries should be able to trade in their own currencies and wants to 

have a multi-currency system, he added.
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nocnoco6cTByeT npeofloneHMio HeraTUBHbix nocneflCTBMM caHxgMM, coo6Lgnn b MHTepBbto PI/IA 
Hobocth 3aMnocTnpe,qa cTpaHbi b OOH XoaxMH Flepec.
"Mbl CMMTaeM, MTO npMLUJlO BpeMS flHBepCMCbML|MpOBaTb KOp3MHy BantOT, B KOTOPOM Mbl BefleM 

3aKOHHyrc> ToproBnto b Haujnx CTpaHax (cTpaHbi-ynacTHMXM Tpynnbi Apy3eu b noflflepxocy ycTaBa 
OOH - pefl.). Oto ocbo6oamt Hac, a Taioxe nocny>xMT cnoco6oM npeofloneHMsi HeraTUBHbix 

nocneflCTBMM oflHocTopoHHMX npMHyflMTenbHbix Mep, xoTopbie 3aTparnBaiOT MHoruie M3 HauiMX 
cTpaH, BKnoHas HexoTopbie M3 CTpaH BPMKC", - cxasan riepec.

no ero cnoBaM, "oflHa xoHxpeTHas BanioTa", xoTopan b TeneHMe flonroro BpeMeHM 
flOMMHMpoBana b c^MHaHcoBOM cMCTeMe, noflHMHMna ce6e HexoTopbie CTpaHbi He Tonbxo c 

tomxm 3peHM5i exoHOMMXM, ho m c tomxm 3peHMs cyBepeHMTeTa, b tom MMcne 0McxanbHoro. 
Tpynna flpy3eM b 3aLgMTy ycTaBa BceMMpHOM opraHM3agMM 6bina co3flaHa TpM rofla Ha3aa npn 

axTMBHOM yqacTMM Poccmm. CeMMac b Hee bxoast noMTM 20 rocyqapcTB, cpeflM xoTopbix An>XMp, 

BenopyccMS, BeHecyena, 1/lpaH, KHP, KHflP, rianecTMHa m Cmpms. Tpynna BbicTynaeT 3a

npoTMBOfleMCTBMe oflHocTopoHHMM npMHyflMTeribHbiM MepaM, a Tax>xe 3a 3aLgMTy cyBepeHMTeTa 

m TeppMTopManbHOM genocTHocTM CTpaH-ynacTHMH b cooTBeTCTBMM c npMHgMnaMM

Me>xflyHapo,qHoro npaBa.

UNITED NATIONS, August 11 (Sputnik), Lenka White - States in the global south have shown 
an interest in joining the Group of Friends alliance, Venezuela's Deputy Ambassador to the 

United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran told Sputnik.
“Countries from the global south are very much committed to the UN Charter [are showing an 

interest in joining the Group of Friends],” Perez Ayestaran said.
The Group of Friends in Defense of the United Nations Charter was established on July 6,

2021, in New York. It currently includes 18 member states, such as Russia, Syria, Iran, and 

China.

Fno6anbHbiM KDr MHTepecyeTcs MneHCTBOM b Tpynne Apy3eM b 3aLgMTy ycTaBa OOH - 

BeHecyena
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OOH, 11 aBr - PI/IA Hoboctm. CTpaHbi mo6anbHoro KDra nposBnstoT nmepec k 
npMcoeflHHeHHio k Tpynne flpy3eu b 3amnTy ycTaBa OOH, opraHM3aqMfi OTxpbiTa flns HOBbix 
MneHOB, 3asiBMn b MHTepBbto PI/IA Hoboctm 3aMnocTnpefla BeHecyanbi b OOH XoaxMH riepec. 

no cnoBaM BeHecyanbcxoro flMnnoMaia, rpynna "OTxpbiTa flns Bcex", kto totob npMMeHSTb 
ydaB OOH b xanecTBe KOMnaca fins BefleHMa Me>xflyHapoflHOM noriMTMXM, npMflep>XMBaTbC5i 

ero m yBa>xaTb ero "6yxBy m flyx".
"TaxoBbi ycnoBMs flrm Toro, MTo6bi ciaTb MneHOM opraHM3aqMM, m Mbi xoTenM 6bi, MTo6bi xax 

MO>XHO 6onbLUe CTpaH npMCOeflMHMTIMCb X H3M... noaTOMy Mbl 6onee MeM paflbl BMfleTb, MTO B 
nocneflHee BpeMS ecTb CTpaHbi, xoTopbie npofiBnsiOT MHTepec x npMcoeflMHeHMto (x Tpynne - 
pefl.)", - cxa3an nepec.

BeHecyena, oTMeTMn oh, npumainaeT mx x ynacTMto b rpynne m Ha6niofleHMeM 3a ee pa6oTOM. 
Ha Bonpoc o tom, xaxne MMeHHo CTpaHbi MHTepecyioTCFi BCTynneHMeM b rpynny, nepec 

oTBeTMn: "CTpaHbi mo6anbHoro KDra, xoTopbie oqeHb npMBep>xeHbi ycTaBy OOH".
Tpynna flpy3eki b 3aLgMTy ycTaBa BceMMpHOM opraHM3agMM 6bina co3flaHa TpM ro/ja Ha3afl npn 

axTMBHOM yqacTMM Poccmm. Cei/mac b Hee BXOflST noMTM 20 rocyqapcTB, cpeflM xoTopbix An>XMp, 

BenopyccMA, BeHecyena, 1/lpaH, KHP, KHflP, nanecTMHa m Cmpma. Tpynna BbicTynaeT 3a

npoTMBOfleMCTBMe oflHocTopoHHMM npMHyflMTenbHbiM MepaM, a Tax>xe 3a 3aLgMTy cyBepeHMTeTa 

M TeppMTOpManbHOM genOCTHOCTM CTpaH-yqaCTHMH B COOTBeTCTBMM C npMHLJMnaMM
Me>xflyHapoflHoro npaBa.

WASHINGTON, August 11 (Sputnik) - US Congressman Thomas Massie believes that
Americans must urge US President Joe Biden and his administration to avoid sparking a serious 

conflict with Iran amid escalating tensions in the Middle East.
"Biden and the deep state are just itching to get us into a serious conflict with Iran. We have to 

tell them no," Massie said on X.

The US has bolstered its military presence in the Middle East, including deploying additional 
F-22 Raptor jets, amid tensions between Iran and Israel.

On Thursday, a senior administration official said that the consequences of a direct Iranian 
attack on Israel would be significant.

However, Massie included a meme in his statement, which joked that the US must finish 

dealing with its involvement in the Ukraine conflict before engaging in a conflict with Iran. 
"You have to finish your Ukraine before you can have any Iran," the meme says.

Last month, a commission on the US National Defense Strategy established by the Congress 
found that the US risked losing in the event of multiple conflicts with peer and near-peer 

adversaries.
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WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - The decision by Energy Fuels Resource to transport 

uranium ore through the Navajo Nation reservation raised significant concerns about the health 
risks it created for the tribal community, Navajo Nation Washington Office Executive Director 

Justin Ahasteen told Sputnik.
Last week, Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren announced that he deployed Navajo police to 

stop Energy Fuels Resource from illegally transporting uranium across the tribe's reservation 
due to the tribe's public health concerns.
"Energy Fuels Resource, Inc. began transporting uranium ore from Pinyon Plain Mine on July 

30th, passing through several tribal communities on its way to White Mesa Mill in Utah," 
Ahasteen said on Friday. "This has raised significant concerns about the health and safety of 

these communities."
The ban enters into force on August 12.
Nygren has been actively collaborating with the Navajo Nation Council and other stakeholders 

to demand that President Joe Biden and US federal agencies take action to stop these 

transports, Ahasteen added.
The Navajo Nation, the largest Native American tribe in the United States, is concerned that as 

the United States seeks to revive its domestic nuclear fuel industry following a ban on US 
imports of Russian uranium, increased transportation of uranium ore through their land will 

expose their tribal members to health risks.
Arizona Governor Katie Hobbs was able to negotiate a short-term agreement with Energy Fuels 

Resource recently to temporarily halt the transportation of uranium ore through Navajo land, 

according to Ahasteen.
Ahasteen added that Navajo officials have pending meeting requests with members of the 

Biden administration to discuss this issue.
The Navajo Nation is expected to formalize regulations next week on the transport of uranium 

ore through its reservation, Ahasteen said.

WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - The Navajo Nation expects new guidelines to regulate 

the transportation of uranium ore through its reservation to be formalized into law next week, 
Navajo Nation Washington Office Executive Director Justin Ahasteen told Sputnik.

Last week, Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren announced that he deployed Navajo police to 
stop Energy Fuels Resource from illegally transporting uranium across the tribe's reservation 

due to the tribe's public health concerns.
"We are currently in the process of developing comprehensive transportation guidelines, which 

we expect to be formalized into Navajo law by next week," Ahasteen said on Friday. "These 

regulations will include notification requirements and civil penalties for any violations." 
The ban enters into force on August 12.
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Ahasteen added that Navajo officials have pending meeting requests with both the US 
Environmental Protection Agency and the US Department of Transportation to address these 
critical issues. They also have yet to meet with White House officials as well to discuss this 

matter, Ahasteen mentioned.
The Navajo Nation, the largest Native American tribe in the United States, is concerned that as 

the United States seeks to revive its domestic nuclear fuel industry following a ban on US 
imports of Russian uranium, increased transportation of uranium ore through their land will 

expose their tribal members to health risks.

BALUI/IHrTOH, 10 aBr - PI/IA Hoboctm. l/lHgeMLjbi aMepMxaHcxoro nneMeHM HaBaxo 3asBMnM 
PI/IA Hobocth, mto npaBMna no nepeBO3Ke ypaHa no mx pe3epBagMM 6ygyT roTOBbi Ha 

cneflyioLgeM Helene Ha cfcoHe mx 6ecnoxoMCTB o BnMSHMM TpaHcnopTMpoBXM Ha 3<qopoBbe 

>KMTeneM.
B Mae MHfleMLjbi HaBaxo BbicTynnnM npoTMB nnaHOB yBenMMMTb npoM3BOgcTBo ypaHa Ha 

3acenseMbix TeppMTopMsx m ero nepeBO3Ky c nenbto 3aMeLgeHMs poccmmckmx nocTaBox M3-3a 
3anpeTa Ha MMnopT eToro MeTanna M3 P<t>. Mm npMLunocb npM6emyTb x noMOLgM nonMgMM, 

MTo6bi ocTaHOBMTb nepeBO3xy.
"B HacTomgee BpeMs Mbi pa3pa6aTbiBaeM xoMnnexcHbie npaBMna TpaHcnopTMpoBXM, xoTopbie, 

xax Mbi o>XMflaeM, 6yqyT ocbMgManbHo 3axpenneHbi b 3axoHe HaBaxo x cneflytoLgeM HegenM... 

3tm npaBMna 6yqyT BxntoMaTb Tpe6oBaHMn 06 yBegoMneHMM m rpa>xflaHCXO-npaBOBbie caHXgMM 
3a nto6bie HapymeHMs", - 3asBMn PI/IA Hoboctm McnonHMTenbHbiM gMpexTop

npegcTaBMTenbCTBa b BaidJMHrroHe pe3epBagMM HaBaxo-HeMLueH flxacTMH AxacTMH. 
KpynHeMLuee aMepMxaHcxoe nneMS npogon>xaeT o>xMgaTb BCTpeMM c AreHTCTBOM no oxpaHe 

oxpy>xaiOLgeM cpegbi CLUA, MMHMCTepcTBOM TpaHcnopTa m BenbiM aomom gnn o6cy>xfleHMn 

cnoxMBiueMcn cMTyagMM, <qo6aBMn AxacTMH.
PaHee aMepnxaHCXMe CMI/I coo6LganM o nnaHax aMepnxaHcxMX npoM3BOgMTeneM ypaHa 

HanaTb TpaHcnopTMpoBxy ypaHOBOM pygbi no goporaM obigero nonb3OBaHMs M3 maxTbi b LUTaTe 
ApM3OHa B6nM3M TpaHfl-KaHbOHa b nepepabaTbiBatoLgee npegnpMSTMe Ha tore LiJTaTa K>ra 
Mepe3 3eMnM, rge npoxMBatoT MHfleMgbi HaBaxo, a Tax>xe 06 y>xe HaqaBLueMcn go6biMe b caMOM 

K)Te cnycTfi noMTM 10 neT nocne ocTaHOBXM.
3axoH o 3anpeTe Ha MMnopT ypaHa M3 Poccmm 6bin nognncaH npe3MgeHT0M CLUA fl>xo 

BaMgeHOM b Mae. Oh BCTynaeT b cnny 11 aBrycTa. BMecTe c TeM agMMHMCTpagMn CLUA 

oTMeqana, mto b MHgMBMgyanbHOM nopagxe MoryT 6biTb BbigaHbi pa3peLueHMn Ha MMnopT 

ypaHa M3 Poccmm, ecnM He bygeT flpyrnx nogxogsLgMX mctomhmxob ypaHa MnM ecnM Taxon 
MMnopT 6ygeT b HagMOHanbHbix MHTepecax CTpaHbi.
B Mae CLUA npMo6penM y Poccmm o6oraigeHHoro ypaHa Ha 209,5 MMnnMOHa gonnapoB, mto 

CTano MaxcMManbHbiM 3HaqeHMeM c MapTa npoujnoro roga, nogcMMTano PI/IA Hoboctm no
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WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - Arizona Governor Katie Hobbs recently negotiated a 
short-term agreement with Energy Fuels Resource to temporarily halt the firm from hauling 
uranium ore through the Navajo Nation reservation in the United States, Navajo Nation 

Washington Office Executive Director Justin Ahasteen told Sputnik.
Last week, Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren announced that he deployed Navajo police to 

stop Energy Fuels Resource from illegally transporting uranium across the tribe's reservation 
due to the tribe's public health concerns.
"I can confirm that Arizona Governor Katie Hobbs has successfully negotiated a short-term 

agreement with Energy Fuels Resource, Inc., pausing the transport of uranium," Ahasteen said 
on Friday. "This pause is intended to allow for a thorough discussion and planning process with 

the Navajo Nation."
The ban enters into force on August 12.
The Navajo Nation, the largest Native American tribe in the United States, is concerned that as 

the United States seeks to revive its domestic nuclear fuel industry following a ban on US 
imports of Russian uranium, increased transportation of uranium ore through their land will 

expose their tribal members to health risks.

BALUMHrTOH, 10 aBr- PI/IA Hobocth. l/lHflewnbi aMepwxaHcxoro nneMeHn HaBaxo 3a?iBnnn 
PI/IA Hobocth, mto 6bino flocTHmyTO xpaTXocpoHHoe comaujeHwe o npexpaLgeHwn nepeBO3xn 

ypaHa no wx pe3epBanww c nenbro 3aMeLgeHWs poccwwcxwx nocTaBox nocne BBefleHwa 3anpeTa 
Ha MMnopT MeTanna W3 Poccww.
PaHee xpynHewmeMy HHflewcxoMy nneMeHW b CLUA npwiunocb npwBnexaTb nonwuwto, MTo6bi 

noMeuaTb nepeBO3xe ypaHa no wx TeppwTopww.
"R Mory noflTBepflWTb, hto ry6epHaTop Apw3OHbi Kotw Xo66c ycneiUHo 3axntoMwna 

xpaTXocpoMHoe comaujeHwe c xoMnaHwew Energy Fuels Resource, npwocTaHaBnwBatoLgee 

TpaHcnopTwpoBxy ypaHa. 3ia nay3a npw3BaHa o6ecnenwTb B03M0>xH0CTb ftns TLgaTenbHoro 
o6cy>xfleHWfi w nnaHwpoBaHMs npogecca c Hagwew HaBaxo", - 3asBwn PI/IA Hobocth 
wcnonHHTenbHbiw flwpexTop npeflCTaBWTenbCTBa b BaiuwHrTOHe pe3epBapww HaBaxo-HewLueH 
fl>xacTWH AxacTWH.

3axoH o 3anpeTe Ha wMnopT ypaHa W3 Poccww 6bin noflnwcaH npe3WfleHTOM CLUA fl>xo 

BawfleHOM b Mae. Oh BCTynaeT b cwny 11 aBrycTa. BMecTe c TeM aflMWHwcTpanwfi CLUA
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OTMeqana, mto b MHflMBMflyanbHOM nopsflxe MoryT 6bHb BbiflaHbi pa3peujeHHfi Ha mvinopT 

ypaHa M3 Poccmm, ecru He 6yqeT flpyrkix noAXOflSLgnx mctomhmxob ypaHa hum ecnM toxom 
MMnopT 6yqeT b HagnoHanbHbix MHTepecax CTpaHbi.
B Mae CLUA npno6penn y Poccmm o6oraLgeHHoro ypaHa Ha 209,5 MMnnMOHa flonnapoB, mto 

CTano MaxcMManbHbiM 3HaneHMeM c MapTa npoLunoro rofla, noflCMMTano PMA Hoboctm no 

flaHHbiM aMepMxaHcxoro CTaT6topo.
AMepMxaHCKMe CMI/1 coo6LganM o nnaHax aMepMxaHcxMX npoM3BOflMTeneM ypaHa HanaTb 

TpaHcnopTMpoBxy ypaHOBOM pyqbi no floporaM o6Lgero nonb3OBaHMsi M3 LuaxTbi b niTaTe 
ApM3OHa b6tim3M TpaHfl-KaHbOHa b nepepa6aTbiBatoLgee npeflnpMflTMe Ha tore LUTaTa lOTa 
Mepe3 3eMJiM, rfle npoxMBatoT MHfleMgbi HaBaxo, a Tax>xe 06 y>xe HanaBUieMcsi <qo6biMe b caMOM 

KDTe cnycTH noMTM 10 neT nocne ocTaHOBXM.
B MocxBe He pa3 3asBn5inM, mto Poccmm cnpaBMTCs c caHxqMOHHbiM flaBiieHMeM, xoTopoe 

3anafl Hanan oxa3biBaTb Ha P<$ Hecxonbxo neT Ha3afl m npoflon>xaeT ycMJiMBaTb. B MocxBe 
oTMenann, mto 3anafly He XBaTaeT My>xecTBa npM3HaTb npoBan aHTMpoccMMcxMX caHXLjMM. B 
caMMX 3anaflHbix cTpaHax He pa3 3BynanM MHeHMn, mto caHXgMM HeocfDcbexTMBHbi. ripe3MfleHT 

BnaflMMMp riyTMH oTMenan, mto nonMTMxa cflep>xMBaHM5i m ocna6neHMn Poccmm — oto 

AonrocpoMHan CTpaTernn 3ana,qa, a caHxqMM HaHecnn cepbe3HbiM yqap no Been mmpobom 
exoHOMMxe. flo ero cnoBaM, ocHOBHan qenb 3anafla — yxyflLUMTb >KM3Hb mmjitimohob MenoBex.

UNITED NATIONS, August 10 (Sputnik), Lenka White - Caracas is pleased with its electoral 

system despite condemnation from certain countries, Deputy Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran told Sputnik.

“Despite the condemnations from some countries, which are the usual suspects, we are very 
proud of our electoral system,” Perez Ayestaran said.
Moreover, Venezuela trusts its people, who have already decided their future, he added. 

Venezuelans voted in a presidential election on July 28, which was won by incumbent 
President Nicolas Maduro with over 51% of the vote. The opposition claimed a landslide victory, 

citing tally sheets they obtained from polling centers nationwide. This led to mass opposition 
protests. Over 2,000 people were detained on accusations of causing damage to state 
infrastructure, incitement of hatred, and terrorism.

Without waiting for the results of the vote count and subsequent audit, Washington called on 
the international community to recognize Gonzalez as the winner of the presidential election in 

Venezuela. US and EU lawmakers overseeing international relations on Friday threatened 
Maduro with "responsibility" if he did not voluntarily give up his powers as head of state after the 

election, calling the results of the vote fabricated.
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OOH, 10 aBr - PI/IA Hoboctm. BeHecyena ropflMTcn CBoeu M36npaTenbHOM ci/icTeMoi/i, CMUTaeT 
ee oflHOM H3 caMbix coBepiiieHHbix m ycneniHbix bo BceM Mkipe, coobLflHn b MHTepBbio PI/IA 

Hobocth 3aMnocTnpe,qa cTpaHbi npui OOH Xoaxi/iH riepec.
"Mbi oqeHb ropflUMcn HanieM M36npaTenbHOM cuctcmom. Mbi oneHb yBepeHbi b Hapofle 

BeHecyonbi, xoTopbiM y>xe BOcnonb3OBancs cbomm M36npaTenbHbiM npaBOM m onpeflenMncn co 
cbomm 6yqyLgHM", - cxa3an riepec, OTMeTMB, mto MaxMHagMM 3anafla He cxa3anMCb Ha 

flOCTOMHCTBe M36MpaTenbHOM KaMnaHHM.

Oh oTMeTMn, mto M36npaTenbHafi cMCTeMa b BeHecyene - "oflHa M3 caMbix coBepiiieHHbix m 
ycneujHbix bo BceM MMpe".

npe3i/ifleHTCKne Bbi6opbi b BeHecyene npoinnM 28 Mionn, HagMOHanbHbiM M36npaTenbHbiM 
coBeT npoBO3macnn mx no6eflMTeneM HMXonaca Maflypo. Ha cneflyioLflMM fleHb b CTpaHe 

pa3ropenncb npoiecTbi HecomacHbix c pe3ynbraTaMH otmx Bbi6opoB, b Kapaxace m flpyrMX 
ropoflax npon3OLunn o>xecToqeHHbie CTonxHOBeHMn Me>xfly CMnoBMxaMM m MaHMcjDecTaHTaMM, no 
moraM xoTopbix 6binn 3aflep>xaHbi cBbuue 2 TbicnM MenoBex.

BaiiiMHrroH, He floxMflancb pe3ynbTaTOB noflcneTa m nocneflytoLgero ayqma ronocoB, npn3Ban 
MkipoBoe coo6LgecTBO npM3HaTb nMflepa onno3MgMM OflMyHflo ToHcaneca no6eflMTeneM 
npe3HfleHTcxnx Bbi6opoB b BeHecyene, "yMMTbiBan nBHbie floxa3aTenbCTBa". 3axoHOflaTenM 

CLUA m EC, xypi/ipytoLgMe Bonpocbi Me>xflyHapoflHbix oTHOLueHMM, b nnTHMgy npnrpo3nnn 
npe3HfleHTy BeHecyenbi HMXonacy Maflypo "oTBeTCTBeHHOCTbto", ecni/i tot flo6poBonbHo He 

0Txa>xeTcn ot nonHOMOMMM maBbi rocyqapcTBa nocne npouefliiiMX Bbi6opoB, Ha3B3B 
pe3ynbTaTbi ronocoBaHMn ccba6pnxoBaHHbiMH.
B MocxBe nocne omaueHun ocfcMflManbHbix pe3ynbTaTOB Bbi6opoB 3asBnnn, mto

BeHecyenbcxan onno3MgMn flon>XHa npM3HaTb nopa>xeHMe. KpoMe Toro, npecc-cexpeTapb 
npe3HfleHTa P<$> Hmmtpmm flecxoB npeflocTeper TpeTbM CTpaHbi ot noflflep>xxM nonbiTOX 

pacxanaTb cMTyagMio BHyTpM BeHecyenbi.
nocne Bbi6opoB 2018 rofla, Ha xoTopbix Tax>xe no6eflnn Maflypo, m ero MHayrypagMM b 

BeHecyene y>xe npoxoflMnM MaccoBbie npoTecTbi. Torfla rnaBa noflxoHTponbHOM onno3ML|MM 

HanMOHanbHOM accaM6nen XyaH ryaMflo He3axoHHo npoBO3rnacnn ce6n BpeMeHHbiM rnaBOM 
rocyqapcTBa. Psfl CTpaH 3anafla bo rnaBe c CLLIA 3anBnnn o npM3HaHHM TyaHflo. B cboio 

oMepeflb Maflypo Ha3Ban rnaBy napnaiweHTa MapMOHeTXOM CLUA. PoccMn, Kwan, TypgMn m pnfl 

flpyrvix CTpaH noflflep>xanM Maflypo xax nerMTMMHoro npe3MfleHTa. Onno3MgMs BeHecyenbi b 
xoHLje flexa6pn 2022 rofla nporonocoBana 3a nMXBMflagMto "BpeMeHHoro npaBHTenbCTBa" 
ryai/iflo. JlHflepbi onno3MgMM 3anBnnnn, mto oTCTaBxa "BpeMeHHoro npaBMTenbCTBa" Ha3pena, 
nocxonbxy cTpyxTypa ocna6na m He BbinonHneT cbomx 3aflaM. Hepe3 Hecxonbxo flHeui TyaMflo 

noxMHyn nocT cni/ixepa onno3MgMOHHoro napnaMeHTa.
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Venezuela Will Contribute to BRICS With Its Largest Oil Reserves in World, BRICS’ Products 

Will Expand - Deputy UN Envoy to Sputnik

UNITED NATIONS, August 10 (Sputnik), Lenka White - Venezuela would make a great addition 

to the BRICS alliance because it possesses the largest oil reserves in the world, Venezuela's 
Deputy Ambassador to the United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran said in an interview. 

“We believe Venezuela will be a great addition to BRICS, we have the largest certified reserves 
of oil in the world that will also add to the basket of products that BRICS as a whole can offer,” 
Perez Ayestaran told Sputnik.

UNITED NATIONS, August 10 (Sputnik), Lenka White - Venezuela hopes the decision on its 
joining BRICS will be announced at the group's next summit in the Russian city of Kazan in 
October, Venezuela's Deputy Ambassador to the United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran told 

Sputnik.
“I would hope that in Kazan during the next summit, the decision can be officially announced in 

a positive manner. It will very much be a welcome development in Venezuela,” Perez Ayestaran 
said. “But if not, we are still there with our offer and our commitment to be an active player in 
this new world.”

OOH, 10 aBr - PI/IA Hoboctm. 3aMnocTnpefla BeHecyanbi npM OOH XoaxMH riepec b MHTepBbto 
PI/IA Hoboctm Bbipa3Mn Hafle>Kfly, mto peujeHMe o MneHCTBe Kapaxaca b 5PMKC MO>xeT 6biTb 

flocTMTHyTo y>xe Ha npeflCTomgeM caMMMTe opraHM3aqMM b Ka3aHM.
"Hto xacaeTcs cpoxoB (BCTynneHMn BeHecyanbi b 5PI/IKC - pefl.), n xoTen 6bi HaflenTbcs, mto b 

Ka3aHM Ha cneflyrcugeM caMMMTe peineHMe 6yqeT oc^MUManbHo ob-bSBneHo b ho3mtmbhom 

xnioMe", - cxa3an riepec.
no ero cnoBaM, b BeHecyane Taxoe pemeHMe 6bi oneHb npMBeTCTBOBanM, a ecnM Bee >xe 

B mmccmm BeHecyanbi b OOH HafleioTcn Ha no3MTMBHoe pemeHMe o nneHCTBe b 5PMKC Ha 

caMMMTe b P<t>
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floroBopeHHocTU flocTMMb He yqacTcn, Kapaxac no-npe>XHeMy totob 6bHb "axTMBHbiM MrpoxoM 
eToro HOBoro MMpa".
FnaBa Ml/lfl BeHecyenbi 1/lBaH Xnrib paHee coo6Lgan, mto npe3HfleHT cTpaHbi Hwxonac Maflypo 

nonyMMn npMrnaujeHMe Ha caMMMT BPI/IKC, xoTopbiM npoi/ifleT b Poccmm. riocon P<$ b Kapaxace 
Ceprei/i MenMX-BargacapoB 3anBnnn no3gHee PI/IA Hoboctm, mto MocxBa, yMMTbiBan TBepgoe 

>xenaHne BeHecyenbi npMcoegMHMTbcn x rpynne BPI/IKC, o>xnflaeT Ha oxm6pbcxoM caMMMTe 
opraHM3annn b Ka3aHM fleneragMio "flon>XHoro ypoBHn"

rinaH npeflceflaienbCTBa Poccmm b BPI/IKC b 2024 ro/jy BxnioMaeT CBbiuje 250 MeponpMnTMM b 
11 perMOHax Poccmm, opraHM3aiopaMM xoTopbix BbicTynaioT npegcTaBMTenM cbegepanbHbix m 

perMOHanbHbix opraHOB McnonHMTenbHOM BnacTM, o6LgecTBeHHbie opraHM3agMM m

6M3Hec-coo6LgecTBa. KnioneBbiM MeponpMSTMeM CTaHeT XIV CaMMMT BPI/IKC, xoTopbiM 
npoMfleT b Ka3aHM 22-24 oxm6ps.

OOH, 10 aBr - PI/IA Hoboctm. BPI/IKC HaxogMTcn Ha nepegHeM xpae MHorononnpHoro MMpa, m 

Kapaxac CTaHeT "omMMHbiM gononHeHMeM" x opraHM3agMM, b tom MMcne 3a cneT cbomx 
HecfDTnHbix 3anacoB, coo6LgMn b MHTepBbio PI/IA Hoboctm 3aMnocmpefla BeHecyenbi npM OOH 

XoaxMH riepec.
"Mbi cMMTaeM, mto MHorononnpHbiM mmp y>xe bo3hmx. I/I ceMMac oh yxpennneTcn, m BPI/IKC 

HaxoflMTcn Ha nepeflHeM xpae aToro HOBoro MHorononnpHoro MMpa... m BeHecyena xoneT 
BHecTM cbom Bxnag b yxpenneHMe aToro HOBoro MMpa", - cxa3an riepec. 
no ero cnoBaM, BeHecyena CTaHeT "omMMHbiM flononHeHMeM" x BPI/IKC, b tom MMcne BBMgy 

6onbLiiMX HecbmHbix 3anacoB.
PaHee npe3MgeHT CTpaHbi HMXonac Magypo coo6Lgan, mto Kapaxac totob coTpyflHMMaTb co 

CTpaHaMM BPI/IKC no MecTopo>xfleHMnM HecfcTM m ra3a, oTMeTMB, mto BeHecyena "cgenana 
CTaBxy" Ha coTpyflHMMecTBo c opraHM3agMeM.

UNITED NATIONS, August 10 (Sputnik), Lenka White - The BRICS alliance is leading the new 
composition of the multipolar world and Venezuela wishes to contribute to it, Venezuela's 

Deputy Ambassador to the United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran told Sputnik. 
“BRICS is at the forefront of this new multipolar world that has emerged and Venezuela wants 

to contribute to the consolidation of this new world,” Perez Ayestaran said.
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OOH, 10 aBr - PI/IA Hoboctm. 3aMnocTnpega BeHecyenbi npM OOH XoaxMH riepec coo6igMn 

PI/IA Hoboctm, mto Kapaxac o6cy>xflaeT c coto3HMxaMM ycTaHOBJieHMe 3OHbi, cbo6oahom ot 

CaHXgMM, Bbipa3MJ1 yBepeHHOCTb, MTO OTO He 33MMeT MHOTO BpeMeHM.
C cooTBeTCTBytoigeM MHMLjMaTMBOM BeHecyana BbicTyriMna eLge b Mae. Kax coo6Lgan PI/IA 
Hoboctm TorgauuHMM nocTnpeg CTpaHbi bo BceMMpHOM opraHM3agMM CaMyonb MoHxaga, 
Kapaxac npegno>XMn cTpaHaM-ynacTHMgaM Tpynribi gpy3eM b 3aLgMTy ycTaBa OOH m gpyrMM 

rocyqapcTBaM npMH^Tb cornaujeHMe o "3OHe axoHOMMMecxoM cBo6ogbi", Ha TeppMTopMM 
xoTopoii He 6ygyT geMCTBOBaTb orpaHMHMTenbHbie Mepbi xonoHManbHbix CTpaH.

no cnoBaM Flepeca, no gaHHOM MHMgMaTMBe "npogori>xaioTCfi gMcxyccMM". CeMMac >xe 

BeHecyona paccMaTpMBaeT BapMaHTbi, xax 3apyMMTbcs noggep>xxoM MgeM, MTo6bi BonnoTMTb ee 

B >XM3Hb.
"51 gyMato, mto oto 3aMMeT HexoTopoe BpeMS, ho He cnMUXoM MHoro. rioTOMy mto Mbi 

nocTeneHHO pa6oTaeM b otom HanpaBneHMM", - nogMepxHyn BeHecyonbcxMM gMnnoMaT.

UNITED NATIONS, August 10 (Sputnik), Lenka White -Venezuela would like to implement a 
sanctions-free zone among allied members to ease the lives of citizens, Deputy Permanent 

Representative to the United Nations Joaquin Perez Ayestaran told Sputnik. 
“We have this idea of having some sort of sanctions-free zone, which is more pragmatic, 
action-oriented beyond these courses at the UN but [aiming] to have a result on the day-to-day 

basis of our citizens,” Perez Ayestaran said.
The zone aims to allow doing business with one another without being restricted by the impact 

of sanctions and is being discussed among the Group of Friends on a political level but also 
separately more on the action-oriented side, he added.
The Group of Friends in Defense of the United Nations Charter was established on July 6,

2021, in New York. It currently includes 18 member states, such as Russia, Syria, Iran, and 

China.

BeHecyana o6cy>xgaeT c coto3HMxaMM ycTaHOBJieHMe 3OHbi BHe caHxgMM - 3aMnocTnpega npM 
OOH
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WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - The US Air Force has approved a more than $2.5 billion 
contract extension to Boeing Military Aircraft for additional rapid prototyping work on E-7 

Wedgetail early warning and control aircraft, the Department of Defense announced in a press 
release.
"Boeing Defense, Space, and Security, Boeing Military Aircraft, Tukwila, Washington, has been 

awarded a $2,560,846,860 modification ...contract ...for E-7A Rapid Prototyping," the release 
stated on Friday.

Work on the contract will be performed in Tukwila, Washington over the next five years and is 
expected to be completed by August 28, 2029, the Defense Department said.
Hanscom Air Force Base in Bedford, Massachusetts will oversee the work as its contracting 

activity, it said.

WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - The US Navy has approved a $220 million contract 
extension to Lockheed Martin Space to continue its work to support missile and launching 
platform production for the Conventional Prompt Strike program, the Department of Defense 

announced in a press release.
"Lockheed Martin Space [of] Littleton, Colorado is awarded a ...contract modification ...$220 

million ...[to] support program management, engineering development, systems integration, long 
lead material, and special tooling," the release said on Friday.

The work will be carried out to support missile and launching platform production for the 
Conventional Prompt Strike, the Defense Department explained.

Most of the work on the project will be carried out in Denver, Colorado (52%) and Huntsville, 

Alabama (36%); Sunnyvale as well as at other locations across the continental United States, it 

said.
Work on the project is scheduled to take four years and is expected to be completed on July 31, 

2028, the Defense Department said.
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WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - The US Navy has given Lockheed Martin a more than 
$611 million contract extension on its work to develop Multi-Ship Infrared Search and Track 
Radar Warning Receiver F-35 hardware for Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, Norway, 

Italy, Denmark and the Netherlands, the Department of Defense announced in a press release. 
"Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company [of] Fort Worth, Texas is awarded a $611,270,079 

modification ...contract ...to procure development of Multi-Ship Infrared Search and Track 
Increment 2 hardware and Band 5 Radar Warning Receiver hardware," the release stated on 

Friday.
The project is being carried out to support laboratory development on the technology for 

Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, Norway, Italy, Denmark and the Netherlands, for their 

F-35A/B/C aircraft, the Defense Department said.
Work will be performed in Fort Worth, Texas (60%); Nashua, New Hampshire (16%) and other 

locations across the continental United States over the next two years and is expected to be 
completed in June 2026, the Defense Department said.

WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - US emergency vehicles arrived at the White House and 

blocked off multiple entrances while they investigated a suspicious package nearby, a US 
Secret Service spokesperson said in a statement to Sputnik.

"It is a routine closure to investigate a suspicious item," the spokesperson said on Friday 

regarding the emergency.
The spokesperson added that an update will be provided if they discover a public safety 

WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a recent 
telephone call with Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant emphasized that an escalation in the 

ongoing Mideast crisis is in no party's interest, State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller 
said in a press release.
"Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken spoke with Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant today," 

Miller said in the release on Friday. "The Secretary and Defense Minister discussed ongoing 
efforts to de-escalate tensions in the region. The Secretary reaffirmed the United States’ 

ironclad commitment to Israel’s security and discussed how escalation is in no party’s interest." 
Blinken also underscored the urgent need to reach a Gaza ceasefire deal and a diplomatic 

resolution to calm tensions with the Lebanese movement Hezbollah.

A senior US administration official told reporters earlier this week that Gaza deal negotiations 
are expected to resume between Hamas and Israel next week.
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WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - The Consulate General of the Russian Federation is 
seeking consular access and a telephone conversation with Russian-German national Arthur 
Petrov, who was extradited to the United States on charges of illegally exporting sensitive 

technology to Russia, the Consul General told Sputnik.

“We are asking [the US Justice Department] for a telephone contact, and in which detention 

center he is being held. First and foremost is the telephone conversation. Concurrently, we are 
requesting a consular visit,” the Consul General said on Friday.

The Consul General said that Petrov’s extradition took place on Thursday, based on a 
notification they received.
Petrov was arrested in Cyprus on August 26, 2023, at the request of the United States. The US 

charged Petrov with illegally exporting large quantities of US-made microelectronics with military 

WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - The Begin administration has yet to find a qualified expert 

willing to direct its space policy office strategy in the Pentagon, Acting Under Secretary of 
Defense for Policy Amanda Doryth acknowledged in a press release.

"John Hill, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for space and missile defense ...will serve as 
Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Space Policy as of August 10," Dory said in the 
release on Friday.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Professor of Nuclear Security and Political 
Science Vipin Narang has held the post on an acting basis from March 2022 to the present but 

is returning to his previous post in September, Dory said.
’’From March 2022 to August 2024, Dr. Narang effectively and skillfully supported the 
Department's strategic capabilities for integrated deterrence: space, nuclear weapons, missile 

defense, and countering weapons of mass destruction, first as the Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Space policy and then as the Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense," 

she said.
Later, a report citing a Defense Department spokesperson stated that the Pentagon currently 

had no announcement to make regarding the appointment of the next Acting Assistant 

Secretary for Space Policy.
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WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump’s plane made an 
unexpected landing in Billings, Montana due to mechanical issues, local NBC affiliate KTVH 

reported.
Trump’s plane landed in Billings ahead of a campaign rally in Bozeman, Montana on Friday 
evening, the report said.

The report includes footage of Trump’s plane landing and taxiing at the Billings airport, which is 
approximately 140 miles from Bozeman.
Trump is expected to fly to Bozeman on a separate plane, the report added.

Trump said in a video posted to social media platform Truth that he landed in Montana, calling 
the state a “really beautiful place,” but not mentioning the unexpected landing in Billings.

WASHINGTON, August 10 (Sputnik) - A US federal judge has sentenced California resident 
David Dempsey, 37, for assaulting law enforcement officers with a dangerous weapon at the US 

Capitol on January 6, 2021, the US Justice Department said in a press release. 
"A California man was sentenced to prison today after previously pleading guilty to assaulting 

law enforcement with a dangerous weapon during the January 6, 2021, breach of the US 
Capitol," the release said on Friday. "His actions and the actions of others disrupted a joint 
session of the US Congress convened to ascertain and count the electoral votes related to the 

2020 presidential election."
The release added that Dempsey was sentenced to 240 months in prison, 36 months of 

supervised release, and ordered to pay $2,000 in restitution.
Dempsey's prison sentence is the second longest among the January 6 cases. Former Proud 
Boys leader Enrique Tarrio received the longest prison sentence after a US judge gave him 22 

years for seditious conspiracy and other charges despite not being in Washington during the 
Capitol riot.

The release said, citing court documents, that Dempsey assaulted police officers with metal 
and wooden poles, pepper sprayed officers, threw water bottles at them, and also physically 

kicked them.
The release noted that since January 6, 2021, more than 1,488 individuals have been charged 
in nearly all 50 US states for crimes related to the Capitol riot, and nearly 550 of those 

individuals have been charged with the felony of assaulting or impeding US law enforcement.
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NEW YORK, August 10 (Sputnik) - It may not be what the average market punter would have 
expected four days ago but US stocks finished the week barely changed on Friday as Wall 
Street managed to reverse the gloom and doom of “Black Monday 2.0”.

The three main US stock indexes — the S&P 500, the Nasdaq Composite, and the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average — closed Friday’s session up between 0.1 and 0.5 percent. For the week, 

they finished down between 0.2 and 0.6 percent.
The S&P, Nasdaq, and Dow had plummeted at the start of the week, joining world stock 
markets lower, in an episode some have taken to calling Black Monday 2.0 — after the original 

Black Monday of October 19, 1987, where a global crash in stocks presaged one of the darkest 

days in the modern investing era.
Following a partial recovery on Tuesday, Wall Street fell again at Wednesday’s close amid 

anxiety about a potential US recession as unemployment hit 2-1/2 year highs in the world’s 

largest economy.

On Thursday though, the S&P, which tracks the stocks of 500 high-performing US companies, 
closed up 2.3% in the biggest one-day leap since February 2023. The rally also drew a contrast 

to the index’s 3% slump on Monday which marked its worst day since September 2022.
Despite the drama, some say they weren’t surprised with Wall Street’s rebound from Monday's 

UNITED NATIONS, August 10 (Sputnik) - Iran hopes that its response to Israel's assassination 
of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran will not impact a potential ceasefire in Gaza, Iran's 

mission to the United Nations said in a statement.
“Our priority is to establish a lasting ceasefire in Gaza; any agreement accepted by Hamas will 
also be recognized by us. The Israeli regime has violated our national security and sovereignty 

through its recent act of terrorism. We have the legitimate right to self-defense — a matter totally 
unrelated to the Gaza ceasefire. However, we hope that our response will be timed and 

conducted in a manner not to the detriment of the potential ceasefire," the statement said on 
Friday.

Last week, Palestinian movement Hamas said that an Israeli attack had killed Hamas political 

chief Ismail Haniyeh at his residence in Tehran, where he had arrived after attending the 
inauguration of Iran's new president. Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has warned 

of a "harsh response" to the assassination.
"Direct and intermediary official channels to exchange messages have always existed between 
Iran and the United States, the details of which both parties prefer to remain untold,” the 

statement added.
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calamitous start.
Going forth, analysts said August will likely remain a volatile month for not just stocks but also 

commodities, currencies, and bonds as traders await cues from the Federal Reserve on whether 

it will cut US interest rates in September for the first time since the COVID-19 outbreak of 2020. 
The US central bank raised rates 11 times instead between March 2022 and June 2023 to deal 

with runaway inflation caused by trillions of dollars of relief spending and supply chain 

breakdowns triggered by the pandemic.

NEW YORK, August 9 (Sputnik) - Crude prices had their first weekly gain after four straight 
weeks of losses as oil markets regained their footing on strong draws in US crude, the recovery 

of stock prices on Wall Street and fears of a wider war in the Middle East.
In four prior weeks, rising US stockpiles of gasoline and distillates raised questions about 

demand for fuel in the world’s largest oil consumer. Weak data out of China had also weighed 
on oil traders worried about the world’s second biggest economy.

US West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude settled New York trading on Friday at $76.84 per 

barrel, up 65 cents, or 0.9%, on the day. For the week, WTI rose 4.5% after losing a cumulative 
12% over four prior weeks. Year-to-date, the US crude benchmark is up around 7%, after 

rallying as much as 18% earlier.
UK-origin Brent crude finished Friday’s New York trading up 50 cents, or 0.6% at $79.66. For 

the week, Brent rose 3.7%, after a near 12% deficit over four previous weeks, just like WTI. 

A global benchmark for crude, Brent is up almost 4% on the year, after a prior rally of almost 
20%.

The first full week of August has been an eventful one for global markets as fears of a potential 
US recession and contagion effects around the world pummeled stocks to currencies and 
bonds. On the oil front, WTI hit a six-month low as the week begun, while Brent set a new 2024 

bottom of $71.69.
As the week progressed, however, crude prices regained their upward stride, with the recovery 

accelerating after healthy weekly consumption numbers for crude reported by the US Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) on Wednesday.
US crude stockpiles fell by 3.728 million barrels for the week ended August 2, adding to the 

prior week’s tumble of 3.426 million, the EIA said. US crude inventories have fallen more than
30 million barrels in all over the past six weeks, a tabulation of data from the agency showed. 

The rebound in stock markets has further aided the recovery in oil. Wall Street’s three key stock 
indexes — the S&P 500, the Nasdaq Composite and the Dow Jones Industrial Average — 

ended the week just slightly lower after the epic selloff at its start.
Crude prices also rose as traders speculated on the likelihood of a greater war in the oil-rich 
Middle East as Israel’s foes, including Iran, seek to avenge the killing of senior leaders from 

Palestine’s Hamas and Lebanon’s Hezbollah.
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(Adds details in paras 4-5)
WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The US State Department has approved a possible $580 

million sale of 16 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) and related equipment to 
Norway, the Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) said on Friday.
"The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to 

the Government of Norway of M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems and related 
equipment for an estimated cost of $580 million. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency 

delivered the required certification notifying Congress of this possible sale today," the DSCA 
said in a statement.
Norway has requested to buy 16 HIMARS systems, among other items, the statement added. 

The proposed sale would support US foreign policy and national security objectives by 
improving the security of a NATO ally that is a force for stability and economic progress in 

Europe, the statement said.
The sale would not alter the basic military balance in the region or adversely impact US 
defense readiness, the statement added.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - A Russian-German national accused of illegally exporting 

sensitive US technology to Russia was extradited to the United States from the Republic of 
Cyprus, the Justice Deparment said in a release on Friday.
“Arthur Petrov is charged with conspiring to smuggle microelectronics with military applications 

from U.S. distributors to Russia as part of an illicit Russian-based procurement network that 
supplies manufacturers for the Russian military," US Attorney Damian Williams said in the 

release.
Petrov was arrested in Cyprus on August 26, 2023 at the request of the United States. He is 

charged with illegally exporting large quantities of US-made microelectronics with military 

applications to Russia for their eventual use in military hardware.
The Justice Department said Petrov resided in both Russia and Cyprus and worked for the 

Russia-based company LLC Electrocom VPK (“Electrocom”), which supplies electronic 
components to manufacturers that produce weaponry and equipment for Russia's military. 

“The defendant and his co-conspirators formed an elaborate tech-trafficking syndicate to supply 
microelectronics to Russia’s military-industrial complex," Assistant Attorney General Matthew 
Olsen said in the release.

Petrov faces 11 federal criminal charges in connection to his alleged role in the illicit 
procurement scheme, according to the US Department of Justice.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The US State Department has approved a possible $580 
million sale of 16 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) and related equipment to 
Norway, the Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) said on Friday.

"The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to 
the Government of Norway of M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems and related 
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has decided to release $3.5 
billion in funding for Israel to buy US-made weapons and other military equipment after months 

of delay as Israel is bracing for a potential retaliatory attack by Iran, CNN reported on Friday, 
citing people familiar with the matter.
The funding is part of the $14.1 billion foreign military assistance package that Congress 

approved in April.

The allocation of funding to Israel does not mean that Israel will immediately begin to receive 

US weapons, the delivery of which in reality could take up to several years, the report said.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken stressed the need 

for Israel and Hamas to reach a ceasefire deal for the Gaza Strip during a call with Jordanian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Ayman Safadi, US State Department Spokesperson Matthew Miller 
said on Friday.

"The Secretary and Foreign Minister Safadi discussed the joint statement by the United States, 
Egypt, and Qatar which called for an immediate ceasefire to provide relief to both Palestinians in 

Gaza and the hostages and their families. The Secretary stressed the urgent need to conclude 
the ceasefire deal and emphasized that no party in the region should take actions that would 
jeopardize a ceasefire being reached," Miller said in a statement.

Blinken also reiterated appreciation for Jordan’s role in providing humanitarian aid to
Palestinian civilians and promoting regional peace and security, the statement said.

Blinken and Safadi discussed efforts to calm tensions in the region and prevent further 
escalation of the conflict, the statement added.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - There are no immediate plans to schedule a call between 
US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov amid 

Ukraine's offensive in Russia's Kursk region, a US Defense Department spokesperson told 
Sputnik on Friday.
"There are currently none scheduled at this time," the official said when asked if a call between 

Austin and Belousov was expected amid the Kursk offensive.
On Tuesday, the Russian Defense Ministry said that Ukrainian forces had launched an 

offensive to seize territory in the Kursk region. The next day, Russian Chief of the General Staff 
Valery Gerasimov said the advance deep into Russian territory had been halted.
Commenting on the attacks on the Kursk region, Russian President Vladimir Putin accused 

Kiev of launching a large-scale provocation. He also said that Ukrainian troops had shelled the 
region indiscriminately, firing at civilian infrastructure and ambulances.

UNITED NATIONS, August 9 (Sputnik) - Iran has no plans to launch cyber attacks or meddle in 
the US elections, the Iranian mission to the United Nations told Sputnik on Friday. 

"Iran's cyber capabilities are defensive and proportionate to the threats it faces. Iran has neither 
the intention nor plans to launch cyber attacks. The U.S. presidential election is an internal 

matter in which Iran does not interfere," the Iranian mission said.
Iran has been a victim of many cyber attacks targeting its infrastructure, the mission added. 
Earlier in the day, US technology giant Microsoft said that Iran-linked hacker groups were 

allegedly attempting to interfere in the upcoming US presidential election through covert news 
websites, influencing popular topics and phishing.

The company said that the groups are allegedly focused on two activities: setting up covert 
news websites targeting voters of opposing views and launching operations that may be 

described as intelligence gathering.

equipment for an estimated cost of $580 million. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency 
delivered the required certification notifying Congress of this possible sale today," the DSCA 

said in a statement.
Norway has requested to buy 16 HIMARS systems, among other items, the statement added.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The lawyer of Russian businessman Vladislav Klyushin 

told Sputnik on Friday that the defense has informed the US court following the prisoner swap 
that the case of their client will not be appealed.

"One of the conditions of the pardon, as interpreted by the White House, is that Klyushin can no 
longer proceed with his appeal," Maksim Nemtsev said. "The decision to violate the grant of a 

pardon remains solely at the discretion of the US. Accordingly, if these conditions are met, 
Klyushin cannot continue his appeal. It is up to the Court of Appeals to decide whether the case 
remains open and whether a decision is made based on what has been presented so far." 

Meanwhile, the filing by the defense to the Court of Appeals for the First Circuit in Boston said 
that "we respectfully inform this Honorable Court that Mr. Klyushin will not take further action on 

his appeal."
One of the largest prisoner swaps between Russia and the United States, as well as several 

other European countries, took place last week, bringing Wall Street Journal reporter Evan 

Gershkovich and former Marine Paul Whelan back to the United States.
The list of Russians who returned home included Artem Dultsev and Anna Dultseva with their 

minor children, as well as Pavel Rubtsov, Vadim Konoshchenok, Mikhail Mikushin, Roman 
Seleznev, and Vladislav Klyushin.
Russian citizen Vadim Sokolov, also known as Krasikov, who had been serving a life sentence 

in Germany, also returned to Russia.

Prosecutors in Trump’s 2020 Election Case Get Three Weeks to Analyze SCOTUS Ruling 
-Filing

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - Judge Tanya Chutkan, in Donald Trump’s 2020 election 
interference case, has granted the prosecution’s motion to extend the time period needed to 

analyze the Supreme Court ruling on the former president’s immunity by three more weeks or till 
August 30, according to a court filing published on Friday.

“The Government's 210 Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time is hereby GRANTED. The 
joint status report previously due by August 9, 2024, is now due by August 30, 2024,” the filing 

said.
According to the document, Chutkan has also scheduled the next hearing in the case for 
September 5.

On Thursday, federal prosecutors led by special counsel Jack Smith filed a motion asking the 
court to extend the deadline for familiarizing themselves with the July Supreme Court ruling.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United States shared intelligence with Austria 

regarding a planned terrorist attack on concerts in Vienna by US musician Taylor Swift, White 
House National Security Communications Advisor John Kirby said on Friday.

Originally, the status conference was supposed to take place on August 16.
In August 2023, Smith charged Trump with four criminal counts in the so-called election 

subversion case, including conspiring to defraud the United States, obstructing the 

congressional certification of Biden's electoral victory and conspiring to do so, and conspiring 
against the right of Americans to vote.

The Supreme Court ruled in July that former President Trump can claim immunity from 
prosecution on election subversion charges relating to his official acts as president, although he 

could still face prosecution for unofficial acts.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - Teamsters Canada, the country’s largest transportation 

and supply chain union, warned on Friday that a strike action could paralyze railroad transport if 
an agreement is not reached by August 22.

"The earliest a work stoppage at CN [Canadian National Railway Company] and CPKC 
[Canadian Pacific Kansas City] can occur is August 22nd, at 00:01. The union remains focused 
on negotiating in good faith and reaching agreements at the bargaining table," Teamsters 

Canada said in a statement.
Both companies are demanding concessions that could tear families apart and jeopardize rail 

safety, President of Teamsters Canada Rail Conference Paul Boucher was quoted as saying. 
Workers will not accept moving backwards, he added.
The railroad giants want concessions regarding crew scheduling, rail safety, and fatigue 

management. The CPKC seeks to water down or eliminate the collective agreement of all 
safety-critical fatigue provisions, which would oblige train crews to stay awake longer, increasing 

the odds for derailments and other incidents, the statement continued.
The union will provide 72 hours’ advance notice if it chooses to go ahead with a strike action. 

The likelihood of successful negotiations will depend on both railroad companies, the statement 

continued.
Teamsters Canada is the country’s largest federally regulated private sector as well as 

transportation and supply chain union, with more than 130,000 members. The union represents 
close to 10,000 workers at the CN and CPKC, and over 1.2 million individuals across North 
America.
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UPDATE - US Unveils $125Mln Ukraine Aid Package, Includes Stingers, Artillery Shells - White 

House 

“The United States did share information with Austrian partners to enable the disruption of a 
threat to the Taylor Swift concerts there in Vienna,” Kirby said during a press briefing. 
On Wednesday, the Austrian Interior Ministry said that a 19-year-old Austrian national was 

detained on suspicion of planning a terrorist attack at a major event in Vienna. The suspect 
confessed to the accusations, the ministry said.

Three people were detained as part of the case, the ministry said on Thursday.
Austrian media reported on Friday that an 18-year-old Iraqi man who pledged allegiance to the 

Islamic State terrorist group (banned in Russia) was among those detained in connection with 

the plot.
The Swift concerts’ organizer canceled three of the musician’s shows at Ernst Happel Stadium 

on August 8, 9, and 10, citing the planned terrorist attack.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has decided to lift its temporary 
ban on certain US sales of offensive weapons to Saudi Arabia, Reuters reported on Friday, 
citing three sources familiar with the matter.

The sales could resume as early as next week, the report said, citing people familiar with the 

matter.
The Biden administration already briefed Congress this week on its decision to lift the ban, 

according to the report.
The Biden administration had imposed the ban over the last three years to pressure the Saudis 

to scale back their military operations in the Yemen conflict.
A senior US administration official told Reuters that the Saudis had met their end of the deal.

(Updates to include statement from Blinken in para 4, background in para 6)

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United States is providing Ukraine a new $125 million 
aid package that includes additional Stinger missiles and artillery shells, White House National 

Security Communications Adviser John Kirby said on Friday.

"Included in this package are Stinger missiles, more 155 and 105 millimeter artillery

ammunition, which has been instrumental, and anti-armor systems as well," Kirby told reporters. 
Kirby noted that the package is valued at $125 million.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a separate statement said the package also includes 

air defense interceptors, munitions for rocket systems, multi-mission radars, and anti-tank 

weapons.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The White House said on Friday that it would refrain from 

characterizing Ukraine's incursion into Russia’s Kursk region and reiterated it is in touch with 
Kiev to clarify their goals.
When asked about whether Kiev’s attacks on the Kursk region go beyond what Washington has 

publicly allowed Ukraine to do, National Security Communications Advisor John Kirby said: 
"We're in touch with our Ukrainian counterparts, and we are working to gain a better 

understanding of what they're doing, what their goals are, what their strategy is." 
"I'm going to leave a little bit of space for us to have those conversations before I try to 
characterize what's going on," he said. "I am going to refrain from characterizing what’s going on 

down there."
On Tuesday, the Russian Defense Ministry said that Ukrainian forces had launched an 

offensive to seize territory in the Kursk region. The next day, Russian Chief of the General Staff 
Valery Gerasimov said the advance deep into Russian territory had been halted.
Commenting on the attacks on the Kursk region, Russian President Vladimir Putin accused 

Kiev of launching a large-scale provocation. He also said that Ukrainian troops had shelled the 
region indiscriminately, firing at civilian infrastructure and ambulances.

Western countries have provided hundreds of billions of dollars worth of aid to Ukraine since 
the start of Russia's special military operation in February 2022. Aid shipments began in 2022 
with artillery munitions and training and have escalated to include tanks, advanced air-defense 

systems, missiles and cluster munitions. The Kremlin has consistently warned against the 
West's continued arms deliveries to Ukraine, saying that they only prolong the conflict.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United States is providing Ukraine a new $125 million 
aid package that includes additional Stinger missiles and artillery shells, White House National 

Security Communications Adviser John Kirby said on Friday.
"Included in this package are Stinger missiles, more 155 and 105 millimeter artillery

ammunition, which has been instrumental, and anti-armor systems as well," Kirby told reporters. 
Kirby noted that the package is valued at $125 million.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United States is set to drop its investigation into the 
Israeli military’s human rights abuses in the West Bank and will not impose sanctions on it, 

Axios reported on Friday, citing senior US and Israeli officials.
The decision not to continue the probe into the crimes of the Israel Defense Forces' Netzah 

Yehuda battalion was announced by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken during a telephone 
conversation with Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant earlier in the day, the report said. 
The decision was the result of lengthy behind-the-scenes negotiations between Blinken and 

Gallant, who had been making efforts to convince Washington that sanctions were not 
necessary because the Israeli military had been able to get the battalion to address human 

rights violations, according to the report.
Back in April, Blinken was reportedly planning to announce sanctions against Israel's Netzah 

Yehuda battalion for its violent actions in the West Bank before Hamas' October 7 attack on 

Israel.
Netzah Yehuda is reportedly made up of young, radical Jewish settlers who have not been 

accepted into other IDF units.

UN Says Welcomes Egypt, Qatar,US Call for Israel-Hamas Ceasefire Talks to Resume in 

August

UNITED NATIONS, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United Nations supports the proposal put forward 
by Egypt, Qatar, and the US calling for Israel and Hamas to restart ceasefire talks in August, UN 

spokeswoman Florencia Soto said on Friday.
“Any movement that gets parties closer to a ceasefire is welcomed by us,” Soto said during a 

UN briefing when asked about the UN's position on the proposed ceasefire talks between Israel 
and Hamas.

However, she added that she was not aware of any talks that were currently taking place. 

The European Union has joined the United States, Qatar, and Egypt in urging Israel and 
Hamas to agree on a ceasefire and release hostages, according to EU foreign policy chief 

Josep Borrell on Friday.
On Thursday, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Sisi announced that Egypt, Qatar, and the US 

had issued a statement urging Israel and Hamas to resume ceasefire talks on August 14-15. 

The leaders of the three countries expressed their readiness to present a final proposal to 
secure a ceasefire.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The Canadian government on Friday imposed

Belarus-related sanctions on 10 individuals and six entities, Global Affairs Canada (GAC) said 
on Friday.

"Effective immediately, Canada is imposing sanctions against ten individuals and six entities in 
response to their involvement in ongoing and systematic human rights abuses in Belarus and 

support for Russia’s illegal war of aggression against Ukraine," GAC said in a statement. 
The restrictions target President Alexander Lukashenko's youngest son, Nikolai, among others. 

The sanctions mark the fourth anniversary of what Canada says were "fraudulent 2020 
elections," in Belarus, the ministry added.

NEW YORK, August 9 (Sputnik) - Elon Musk, the world’s second richest man, says the inflation 
that has choked the livelihoods of most Americans in recent years was the doing of the 

government and not the private sector.
“The rise in prices (inflation) is caused by government overspending, which increases the 
amount of money faster than the increase in goods & services output,” Musk wrote on the 

former-Twitter-and-now-X social media platform that he controls. “That is the vast majority of the 
problem.”

US inflation, as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI), went from beneath the 2% per 
annum target of the Federal Reserve to a four-decade high of 9.1% by June 2022 as a result of 
government relief spending and breakdown of supply chains in the aftermath of the COVID-19 

outbreak.
The CPI grew 3% per year in the latest reading taken in June this year, after the Fed hiked 

interest rates to two decade-highs — a phenomenon that dealt with the inflation problem while 
making home loans and all other borrowings for Americans costlier than ever since the early

2000 years.
The Biden administration has blamed part of the US inflation on corporate greed, saying the 
private sector took the advantage of raising prices more than deservedly after the pandemic and 

did not bring them down even after supply chains were restored.
Musk, who has openly criticized Biden’s policies and is supporting Biden’s arch-rival —former 

president Donald Trump — in November’s US election, disagrees with the blame offset. 

“Occasionally, there is monopolistic behavior by companies, but this is relatively rare and 
usually only possible if those companies have gained control of their industry regulator,” wrote 

Musk. “Again, a government, not private sector, problem.”
Musk, who pioneered electric vehicles with his Tesla car and private space travels with his X 

aerospace rockets, is ranked by the Bloomberg Billionaires Index as the world’s second richest 
man with wealth of $198 billion, just behind Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, who has $200 billion. 
In his X post, Musk noted that inflation was particularly bad during the COVID years, citing 

overruns in government spending amid a plunge in productivity as people stayed home. 
This was further exacerbated by what he called “excess regulation, which prevents the market 
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United States, Japan and the Republic of Korea held 

talks to discuss trilateral security cooperation and developments related to the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), the US State Department said in a statement on Friday. 
On August 6, US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Daniel 

Kritenbrink joined Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs Director General for Asian and Oceanian 
Affairs Namazu Hiroyuki and South Korean Vice Foreign Minister for Strategy and Intelligence 

Cho Koo-rae for a trilateral phone call.
“The three officials discussed efforts to deepen trilateral security cooperation, bring global 

attention to the DPRK’s malicious cyber activities, and call on the DPRK to return to dialogue 
rather than continue its reckless and dangerous actions that escalate tension on the Korean 
Peninsula,” the statement said.

The officials also discussed the DPRK’s deepening ties with Russia, the statement said. 
The officials urged the People’s Republic of China to use its influence with the DPRK to halt its 
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from solving an unmet need (eg housing in high-demand areas).”
US housing prices have hit record highs since the end of the pandemic, pushing up the cost of 

rentals as well for those who cannot afford homes.

Trump, a Republican, has vowed to bring inflation down if he returns to the White House, 
although he has not presented Americans with a clear plan on how he would do so. He faces 

Biden’s Vice President Kamala Harris in the November 5 election, after the president dropped 
out of the race earlier this month.

UNITED NATIONS, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United Nations is closely monitoring the situation 
in Russia’s Kursk region, UN spokeswoman Florencia Soto said on Friday.

“We have been closely monitoring the developments,” Soto said during a UN briefing when 
asked about the UN position on Ukraine sending troops into Russian territory.

The UN is gathering information but does not have a presence on the ground to verify reports, 

she added.
On Tuesday, the Russian Defense Ministry said Ukrainian forces had launched an offensive to 

seize territory in the Kursk Region. The next day, Russian Chief of the General Staff Valery 
Gerasimov said the advance deep into Russian territory had been halted.

Commenting on the Kursk Region attack, Russian President Vladimir Putin accused Kiev of 
launching a large-scale provocation. He also said that Ukrainian troops had shelled Russian 
regions indiscriminately, firing at civilian infrastructure and ambulances.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - SpaceX has called off the launch of its Starlink Internet 

satellites on Friday over weather conditions and moved it to tomorrow, the company said in a 
statement on X on Friday.

“Standing down from today’s launch of 21 satellites due to recovery weather conditions. Now 
targeting August 10 for next liftoff attempt,” the statement said.
The planned launch is the 21st flight for the first stage booster supporting this mission, 

according to the company’s website.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - Republican lawmakers sent letters on Friday to Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken and Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas demanding 
further details on a newly revealed assassination plot against former President Donald Trump 

that was allegedly being planned by a Pakistani national with ties to Iran.
On Tuesday, the US Department of Justice announced that it has charged Pakistani national 

Asif Merchant, who has ties to Iran, for allegedly plotting to assassinate former US officials, who 
reportedly included Trump.
"During a phone call with the Department of Justice (DOJ) on August 6, the Biden-Harris 

Administration refused to answer many of the Committee’s questions about the assassination 
plot, including about Merchant’s immigration status and his method of entry into the United 

States," the lawmakers said. "Instead, DOJ directed the Committee to court documents." 
The letter was sent by House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jim Jordan and House
Subcommittee on Immigration Integrity, Security and Enforcement Chairman Tom McClintock. 

The letter asked Mayorkas and Blinken to provide information related to Merchant's immigration 
history and vetting process upon US entry by August 23.
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - US intelligence indicates that Iran is better positioned to 
produce a nuclear device, The Wall Street Journal reported on Friday.
A July report to Congress from the director of national intelligence stated that Iran has 

“undertaken activities that better position it to produce a nuclear device, if it chooses to do so,” 
as quoted by the newspaper.

The report also omitted a longstanding statement that Iran “isn’t currently undertaking the key 
nuclear weapons development activities necessary to produce a testable nuclear device.” 

However, a US official said that the intelligence community does not believe that Iran is 
currently working to produce a nuclear device or that Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei is 
considering resuming Iran’s nuclear weapons program.

The official added that Iran’s research “could shrink the knowledge gap Tehran faces in 
mastering the ability to build a weapon,” but US intelligence continues to indicate that it would 

not reduce the time Iran needs to produce a weapon.

(Updates with additional details throughout the text, modifies para 3)

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United States has imposed additional sanctions on 
dozens of individuals and entities in Belarus for their alleged role in harmful activities and 

suppressing democracy in the country, the US Department of the Treasury announced on 
Friday.
"Today, the U.S. Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) is 

taking action against 19 individuals, 14 entities, and one aircraft pursuant to Belarus-related 
Executive Order (E.O.) 14038," the department said in a press release.

The release said the sanctions target 19 Belarusian nationals and 14 entities for allegedly 
supporting Russia's special military operation in Ukraine, sanctions evasion, and revenue 

generation for Belarusian businessmen.
According to the release, the new US sanctions have affected Belarusian companies

Laboratory of Additive Technologies and Ruchservomotor and their respective directors for 

allegedly supplying components to Russian companies producing weapons.
For the same reason, the United States has designated Belarusian manufacturing companies 

AlYurTekh, ALC Diskoms, MOT, Grosver Grup, Tochnaya Mekhanika, including the senior 

managements of these companies, the release said.
The United States also imposed sanctions on three private cargo carriers operating in Belarus, 

including Aviakompaniya Rada, UE RubiStar, Aviakompaniya Belkanto for allegedly providing 
support to Russian defense activities, the release added.

According to the release, two Belarusian logistics companies, Ruzekspeditsiya and VLATE 
Logistic, have also become the target of new sanctions for allegedly managing border crossing 
logistics and transportation services through Belarus to Russia, including the re-export of 

machinery.
Finally, the release added that the United States has cracked down on two Belarusian defense 
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sector companies, Joint Stock Company Plant Legmash and KB Unmanned Helicopters, 
including Vladimir Chudakov, the latter's chief designer and director.
The US State Department has concurrently imposed visa restrictions on 19 Belarusian officials 

and their affiliates for playing a role in the alleged undermining of democracy in the country.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United States has imposed sanctions on an aircraft 

allegedly linked to Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko as part of a new package of 
restrictions on dozens of individuals and entities in the country, the US Department of the 
Treasury said on Friday.

According to the release, the US Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC) has blocked Boeing 767-32K(ER) with EW-001PB tail number as part of the Belarusian 

(Adds additional statement in para 4-5 background in paras 7-8)

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The Canadian government on Friday imposed

Belarus-related sanctions on 10 individuals and six entities, Global Affairs Canada (GAC) said 
on Friday.

"Effective immediately, Canada is imposing sanctions against ten individuals and six entities in 
response to their involvement in ongoing and systematic human rights abuses in Belarus and 

support for Russia’s illegal war of aggression against Ukraine," GAC said in a statement. 
The restrictions target President Alexander Lukashenko's youngest son, Nikolai, among others. 

The sanctions mark the fourth anniversary of what Canada says were "fraudulent 2020 

elections," in Belarus, the ministry added.
Canada issued the sanctions in coordination with the United States, United Kingdom and 

European Union, according to a joint statement released by the US State Department. 
"We affirm that the sanctions we have recently announced represent a coordinated, multilateral 
effort to advance accountability for the Lukashenka regime," the joint statement said.

Incumbent Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko secured his sixth term in office in the 
August 2020 election, which triggered mass opposition-led protests. The West imposed several 

rounds of sanctions on Belarus on accusations of election fraud and human rights violations, 
which Belarus denied. The sanctions were later expanded due to Minsk's support of Russia's 
special military operation in Ukraine

To date, Ottawa has announced fifteen rounds of sanctions against Belarus. Canadian 
designations have targeted 221 individuals and 77 entities.

UPDATE - Canada Sanctions 10 Individuals, 6 Entities on Anniversary of 2020 Belarus 
Elections 
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WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The United States has imposed additional sanctions on 
dozens of individuals and entities in Belarus for their alleged role in harmful activities and 
suppressing democracy in the country, the US Department of the Treasury announced on 

Friday.
The sanctions target 19 Belarusian nationals and 14 entities, the department said.

Among others, the US imposed sanctions on Vladimir Chudakov, who is the chief designer and 
director of the Belarusian design bureau Bespilotnyye Vertolety.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Kart LLC. Additional information is 

on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - The Canadian government on Friday imposed

Belarus-related sanctions on 10 individuals and six entities, Global Affairs Canada (GAC) said 
on Friday.

"Effective immediately, Canada is imposing sanctions against ten individuals and six entities in 
response to their involvement in ongoing and systematic human rights abuses in Belarus and 

support for Russia’s illegal war of aggression against Ukraine," GAC said in a statement. 
The restrictions target President Alexander Lukashenko's youngest son, Nikolai, among others. 
The sanctions mark the fourth anniversary of what Canada says were "fraudulent 2020 

elections," in Belarus, the ministry added.

WASHINGTON, August 9 (Sputnik) - International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said on Friday that the IMF welcomes Ukraine’s commitment to remain 

engaged with creditors.
"Taking account of the continuing extremely challenging circumstances, I welcome the 

Ukrainian authorities’ commitment to remain engaged with creditors, and to be ready to 
undertake a further restructuring as necessary to ensure debt sustainability is secured by the 
end of the program," Georgieva said in a statement.

Ukraine has implemented an economic reform program supported by the IMF through $15.6 
billion in financing. The financing is part of a broader $122 billion support package.
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Ukrainian authorities have demonstrated their capacity to enact sound policies and pursue an 
ambitious reform agenda, the statement said.
The continued support of Ukraine’s official creditors and donors, as well as international 

financial institutions, with the participation of bondholders is critical to the success of Ukraine’s 
reform agenda, the statement said.

The IMF is directly financing terrorism by providing aid to Ukraine, IMF Executive Director for 
Russia Aleksei Mozhin told Sputnik in May.


