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I M/rvJ PrJrl^fcuribbean to ISIS Front Line

PUBLIC LETTER TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Mr. Steven T. Mnuchin 
Washington, D.C.

I write to you as a Venezuelan citizen and in my capacity 
as Executive Vice President of the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela, on the occasion to reply to the issuance of 
sanctions against me by the U.S. Treasury Department's 
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) last Tuesday, 
February 13th.
First, in your capacity as OFAC Authority you have been 
deceived by political sectors, lobbyists and stakeholders 
in the U.S. whose essential interest is to prevent that the 
United States and Venezuela restore their political and 
diplomatic relations on the basis of mutual recognition 
and respect
These stakeholders not only lack any evidence to 
demonstrate the extremely serious accusations against 
me, but they also have built a false-positive case in order 
to criminalize -through me- the Government of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, a country that is 
decidedly waging a war on transnational drug trafficking 
business.
You should be aware that when I headed the public 
security corps of my country, in 2008-2012, our fight 
against drug cartels achieved the greatest progress in 
our history and in the western hemisphere, both in terms 
of the transnational drug trafficking business and their 
logistics structures. During those years, the Venezuelan 
anti-drug enforcement authorities under my leadership 
captured, arrested and brought 102 heads of criminal 
drug trafficking organizations not only to the 
Venezuelan justice but also to the justice of other 
countries where they were wanted. From these 102 
captured drug lords, 21 were promptly deported to the 
US A and 36 to Colombia, in accordance with the requests 
made by the authorities of each country and in 
compliance with the international agreements on the 
fight against organized crime, facts formally 
acknowledged by the US and Colombian authorities. 
Between 2005 and 2013, the seize of drugs by the 
Venezuelan authorities averaged 56.61 tons per year, 
which is a far higher figure than the 34.94 tons per year 
averaged in the six preceding years, when the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency (DEA) was operating in Venezuela. 
This figure shows by itself the lack of commitment of DEA 
to fighting drugs trafficking, and upholds the very well 
documented assertion of the connections between that 
U.S. Agency with the criminal drug organizations.
In addition, Venezuela has always been recognized by 
the United Nations as a drug-free territory.
The extraordinary progress made by the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela in the fight against drugs 
trafficking -which I directed in my capacity as head of 
the public security corps- was acknowledged by 
international organizations, such as the United Nations 
Organization (UNO), and appears from the records in the 
archives of the Judicial bodies of the United States and 
Colombia, which countries also acknowledged the 
efforts that I headed against organized crime, which is 
unprecedented in our hemisphere.
Further to the firm determination to face international 
drug trafficking mafia, President Nicolas Maduro 
enacted a law in 2012 enabling the interdiction of any 
drug-trafficking aircraft violating the Venezuelan 
airspace. Thanks to this modern legal instrument, 
Venezuela has destroyed, disabled or brought down 
over 100 aircrafts belonging to the drugs transport 
structure from Colombia and neighboring countries 
illegally flying over our territory.
Venezuela is waging an all-out war against drugs 
because it is a cross-border crime against humanity, and 
because such fight is a shared responsibility, as members 
of the international community.
Venezuela also fights drug cartels because our country 
and our people are victims of drugs trafficking, 
particularly of the powerful Colombian illegal drugs

vicepresidencia@presidencia.gob.ve

industry, the main supplier of the drug that floods the 
streets of the United States and Europe.
You would need to investigate further before endorsing 
such false and reckless accusation, crafted by bureaucrats 
and anti-Venezuelan stakeholders, which sets a dangerous 
precedent in the relation between sovereign nations.
The decision of 120 countries to reject these illegal 
measures adopted against Venezuela, dearly demonstrates 
that this unilaterally dedsion is a serious error of the US 
Administration, contrary to international law.
But beyond any political and geopolitical considerations, 
OFAC's dedsion constitutes a serious violation against my 
human rights and seriously damages my dignity and honor. 
I have led my personal, professional and political life in my 
country, which I love deeply and to which I devote my life 
through a political project whose supreme objective is the 
happiness of our people, equality and social justice. I have 
no assets or accounts in the United States or in any country 
of the world, and it is both absurd and pathetic that an 
American administrative body -without presenting any 
evidence- adopts a measure to freeze goods and assets that 
I do not own at all.
The intended sanctions, approved by the head of OFAC, on 
the very day of his confirmation as Secretary of the 
Department of the Treasury, are illegal and in violation of 
International Law. Acting ex officio and without any 
evidence, as an extraterritorial police and without having 
powers to do so, is a format that violates the entire 
international human rights system, whose doctrine prevails 
in the world.
Paradoxically, whereas a governmental office dares to 
accuse, with no evidence, people anywhere in the world -as 
recognized by the international organizations and 
academic research- the "war on drugs" has failed all over 
the planet and especially in the U.S territory Today more 
drugs are brought into the United States than ever before, 
while a corrupt and legal powerful financial structure 
legitimizes and recycles dirty money from this international 
illegal activity, which deprives thousands of American 
young people of their life and future.
The United States owes the world and their own People a 
reflection on the resounding failure of their fight against 
drugs. In the country where the so called 'war on drugs’ has 
been implemented as a unilateral strategy, the drug cartels 
today are stronger than ever; the production of illegal drug 
has multiplied, bringing about economic losses and, more 
importantly, more loss of human lives.
How many chiefs of criminal drug organizations have beer 
captured by the U.S in its territory? How many banks and 
tax havens have been dosed down by the U.S. for 
supporting this gigantic illegal business and crime against 
humanity? Even though the U.S. claims an extraterritorial 
power to certify, accuse and punish people and countries, it 
ha failed to ratify any of the international treaties 
concerning this sensitive issue.
The United States must rethink on this matter and rectify, 
particularly as to the application of policies and measures 
that are clearly against the international law; aggressive 
and unfair in the realm of human rights; in addition, they 
are dangerous for the international relations and 
unconstitutional in the light of the U5 Constitution itself. 
The U.S. should rectify by recognizing that only through 
joint transparent and honest cooperation between the 
States, the fruits the international community and world 
dtizens look forward n the fight against this world calamity 
can be harvested.
I am a Venezuelan citizen, I am a Bolivarian and a 
Latin-American. I am fully convinced of the ideals of 
independence, justice and freedom for which our liberators 
gave their lives and I am willing to submit to the same fate 
in the defense of our sovereignty, our Homeland and our 
People.

Tareck El Aissami
Executive Vice President 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

February 22, 2017

Including lorvign lighter*. Sa 
Huckabee Sander*, a W

2017 a Trinidadian man was 

i a plot to Mow up Kennedy

as declined with the price at pe-

I
>1

people have mode the trip to Syria I

A nation with few 
opportunities offers 
extremists fertile soil.

By comparison, about 250 dl 
lens at the United Stales, a cote she had heard rumors that he had

i a croup oI plotting to kill ihe Trinidadian

islands. awhich! died In Syria. (3
> II fairly easy to rravtl lo I 'Once you are branded a terror Umar Abdullah, an 1st,

could you do?" said Ms. Crawford. those who encouraged tht

id their are English*

nd paid tor several Last summer. Shane Cn

•As the United Stales continues 'I 
in comer ISIS and defral tht

Conraic.- said * I* ihe^anhbean. I 
Trinidad and Tobago, ihe Untied 
Stales, prepared lor Ihesc guys to

re bettered to be involved wi

Hamun Ben Unif. let dad. Al least one ISIS tighter was linked lo his mosque.

Afghan Police Surround Vice President’s Home After Request for Aides’Arrests

ad JAWAD SUIHANYAR
jundJMi Dos esubhshmenL Although lx

as at official documents

Fears of violence by a 
former warlords 
militiamen.

president and the duel ot tits sccu 
people believed lo he bodyguard*. I

February 22, 2017

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/31/2020 9:16:48 PM



w NSJ)
Utplbmm 1 

Is Sought 
In Killing 
Of Kim

ARA Regi M^^blM^d^Muture In Tehran, 

Froml^,„- Celebrating
wo'k ,°”n’ * The Quest

“3??S F — ' ^ For Palestine

Ex-Officer 
In C.I.A.
Is Detained 
In Portugal California Sece

Danes Fighting for ISIS Got Welfare Benefits

Citing Huge Scandal, Officials in Denmark Vow to Close a Loophole

4

For a Move 
To China, 
Pack Plenty 
Of Bamboo

On* noman lifted her ttiqab pied, have the right to fight back, 
briefly for a photo in front of a You can't simply say. 'Oh.it they 
Valentine* Day flower display do they are termreitv '

Sotheby's
Collectors gather he

Thinking of selling 
your watch?
Contact the experts

he challenge of Integra*

rQaddafi Son, Missing, Is Sought for Trial

Israeli Soldier Who Killed Wounded Palestinian Gets 18 Months

February 22, 2017 February 22, 2017 r

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/31/2020 9:16:48 PM



Nationateceived b^N§;D/F7 RA Regi 5S^ihpm'sdEn~i4U. 12/31/2020 9:16:48 PM

edKiNrtvijoi'k (times

Downfall of a Provocateur Shakes the Core of Conservatism
California Secessionist Faces Scrutiny Over Where He Lives: Russia

on pedophilia. Breitbart uas Tuesday. “Blit let's be dear what looking at younger vote

For a Move 
To China, 
Pack Plenty 
Of Bamboo

A Thorny Legal Questions 
In Cross-Border Shooting

%) Court Ine*-You need ibglve

t

4

p&caboniol a ruling in their favor 

uonal protection t lieyond tin in

tr in the tinted that Mr. Mesa had been Maria Guadalupe Guereca. right, visited the graven! Sergio Hernandez Cuercca. 
kilter and pit lifted in using deadly force be----------------------------------------------------------------—-------- ----

*
act facts ol you reuse .’he said w lli chatted

Justices Reject Appeal From Alabama Inmate Who Challenged Method of Execution

1 luesdoy Irani an Aisbanei in ruci.anse ,usiicc mu|uni> m vvpwn row inmate wt* ad the * different lethal infection vase, crimes, 
mtetwlrd to lull amt using Otossip v. Groan, issued what Jus- tv* (he

was not authorised by cause n out is,rued -an) 
bw That niSng, Justice (tonal method <* e.ecul

February 22, 2017February 22. 2017

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/31/2020 9:16:48 PM



THE NEW YORKTIMES. WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 22. 2017

Received by NSD/FAR] Regist

The New York Times Wins 
Three George Polk Awards
The George Polk Awards, named for a CBS correspondent murdered in 
1948 while covering the civil war in Greece, honor courageous, resourceful 
investigative journalism. We are proud of these brave journalists, and 
grateful to our readers and advertisers who support them.

For Foreign Reporting

Nicholas Casey, reporter, and MeridHh Kohut. photographer, chronicled 
Venezuela's economic collapse. They portrayed shocking conditions In 
hospitals — one was without running water for months and another 
experienced a power failure that doomed premature infants. They revealed 
mental institutions without medication that released psychotic patients 
without treatment. To get these and other stories. Casey and Kohut evaded 
authorities and armed bandits, and risked exposure to malaria In jungle 
mines where desperate dtjzens scrounged for gold to feed starving families 
Such coverage alerted the world to the depths of this privation and became 
a vital news source in a nation relying or a government-aligned media.

For Sports Reporting

. m Russia that had corrupted tne results ot at least three recent Olympics- 
After seizing on the fact that a former director of Russia's anti-doping 
laboratory was key to Russia's cheating. Ruiz spent months persuading 
him to talk. He finally opened up in Los Angeles, describing how Russian 
athletes had taken banned performance-enhancing substances and 

evaded detection through a cloak-and-dagger scheme involving the nation’s Federal Security 
Service, Cbriras whisky. Martini vermouth, table salt and a hole in the wail of the 2014 Olympic anti- 
doping lab. At first the Russian government disputed Ruiz's reporting, but after much of the Russian 
contingent was disqualified from the Summer Olympics In Rio and (he entire nation was barred 
from the Paralympics, top Russian officials acknowledged the existence of the doping program.

For Photojournalism
Daniel Berehulak braved the darkened streets of Manila to show the wanton 
carnage of President Rodrigo Duterte's murderous drug crackdown in the 
Philippines. Berehulak has traveled the world documenting oppression, want 
and disasters and spent months inside West Africa’s Ebola zone in 2014. But 
be was stunned by the relentless killing he witnessed In Manila. More than 
2.000 Filipinos were gunned down in official police operations between July 
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