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The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts is honored to inform the public that on 22 August 2024, 

a "Celebration of Returned Khmer Artifacts to the Kingdom of Cambodia" was held under the 

high presidency of Samdech Moha Borvor Thipadei HUN MANET, Prime Minister of the 

Kingdom of Cambodia, at the Peace Palace, Phnom Penh, to welcome the return of cultural 

treasures, which are the legacy of our ancestors, after being away from their homeland for 

many years due to war, theft, and illegal trade abroad.

The return of these Khmer ancestors’ souls is the result of the great efforts of the Royal 

Government of Cambodia, in cooperation with all relevant partners, including public 

institutions, private sectors, national and international experts, as well as various countries, 

especially the Government of the United States, through the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 

Southern District of New York (SDNY), Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), Manhattan 

District Attorney’s Office. The Ministry is especially grateful to the efforts of its legal advisors, 

Bradley J. Gordon and Steve Andrew Heimberg, for their many years of commitment working 

with the Cambodian team to reclaim Cambodia’s lost cultural treasures.

Recently, a total of 70 Khmer cultural objects have been returned through a range of different 

processes, including voluntary returns, negotiations, seizures, and legal proceedings, from 

different collections such as from the Lindemann family, Jim Clark, the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art in New York, and other private collectors in the United States. Amongst the returned 

Khmer cultural treasures, there are some important Hindu and Buddhist masterpieces from 

pre-Angkor and Angkor periods, especially priceless stone statues such as a mythical warrior 

from the Hindu epic Mahabharata, statues of Shiva and Uma, and the statue of 

Ardhanarishvara from the ancient capital of Koh Ker, as well as the bronze head of 

Lokeshvara, which has been reunited with its body at the National Museum of Phnom Penh 

after being separated for decades due to war and illicit trafficking.

The peace brought by the Win-Win Policy of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo 

Hun Sen has provided an opportunity for Cambodia to bring back the souls of ancestors* 
precious treasures to their homeland. The Royal Government of Cambodia,df4h§^e^e 

Legislature of the National Assembly, under the wise leadership of Samdech Maha B< 
Thipadei Hun Manet, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, has borftipet 

historic policy with strong commitment to protect and prevent the trafficking’and illegal
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of cultural properties, as well as to search for and reclaim national heritage to build an 

enduring legacy for Cambodia’s cultural and national identity for future generations.

The Cambodian people are proud and filled with joy for the return of these national treasures 

representing our ancestral souls and identity, under the umbrella of peace and development. 

May the souls of the Khmer ancestors who returned to thejr homeland help bring the Kingdom 

of Cambodia peace, prosperity, and harmony



*

Qi CS

I

1

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/17/2025 1:41:32 PM

MHjgiujt3Higtfijju6^stllojufanj9^wsnniuts: mHnn:mt|uri[intfnuiy{fi6g mt 

uicn rnnuHftj mtsiHsit sisfnHglqnnrn: (jisnjiLvawwflQjfij fwii Lindemann, tttnn 

James Clark SbfiniHSl Metropolitan Museum of Art tsl9|ni5^ttljri, [pHStbnyi wwygw 

iJfitissts’MSIftnnfgHmnni QauifunyifiiiouigiaisitnsiuuSyirjstsofiiuussigriLcitQg 

NlfiJSl SfjqgMIMSl rjiSMVUJHSHvjl St3MHUJH§I 01 mMAJuStflgntJtJtUMtifiUffl uBtfl 

f9tilst9intfiHunfiuti:,uSwiyi:fiftp siaatn sauBtnuiiHajsiThji: HfiOHtSfinfimstrnntif 

UiH9iaip:ftn!s[p:twiifiAjj fficuvjlcos^gitn^alft)tfiqinsaflagsiuMiptHhiytHsi 

fitutfgftfifigtnq t|RiutncnsyntiijifiGttungiHrintmtmunuMugi fttnuMiiM^iH Shm: 

^flfqWDJlUI

w§ftinfewtffatUQ nsittncntungz-ngnum ws^sM^BsmeftsmcHSHsei 

s3Je fee Qis^njSmfu^fi^ttiHiGsitiffi^tnMbtjsfii satnshjyj^yisfilggfWM  ̂

(jifiuijfi§aunip9juHnH)f|fi9fiidhfiltT]ttiusu^u ffinjfliffi:^gnqJa?Q^^irrfHfijoff 

satbHgfuhqyiuiytfitfin sajuttitisitHttii ntjtgificncun^fli snmcuSrtB^^nl

$nss^]ssnsa^R5sns5nRnsgj Sesusne^sNtB^ejnzne^asns^n^ejsn;

tfthjhiujciH saloipwiuj: msfigujNfiiHtjLtfiuttsMinnnndsutiudi styinlgStolg 

fewtm giiDototl if fijhcnst{]uG 'fin9?w^qncuif8t{anj(nstufinitiSLn:nOi£uno(nn^ai 

Tqi'tLfiiHHSu^fTin^gijgMfessgGBisnaBssBH ss?e sntanasi tunigH^lsyitritticim 

o{ftn^Oi is1}yisM§mn nfitnSgtciQ] t8Hj9injcgiaHSffliTnj|p^0HnlQ)tSMt{j§lujQH 

tJiSlanjtJnnififnnnnjsm u§iuntnsiMinainmtuiltfitjn9nttflinHMHu:fticuiln|jJsgi 

fanju^9jaifliujM|&i8 Htmtning Sarnie gq^Mfyiut9ltui1|jn9Mi

rniunap9jUHnl(r)Is|prijatJs{nt^snfnnns: StfiiugecuisngSfiBiyhqyhdiuHS 

fliuivfjnaigificnfuri^fli urnHfijMuirnifltqtuifiumRmrins 9thiyiusitj tgnianijs gn 

SsiQtti^SaHgnJin |tiH9ihtlniUj|jjf9Nsisi OicUnm iginQiiuMuiigHiiaTri rnyiuj: 

igHigtMainmfistarijainaqjttiin, rniuniuujtMUHthrirjgfjswqnH Sa main luting hi gt 

fijOltiHlSUntflSI tnWtlWHfJ'ga^mnmriMHfjldimMfdanjmnR Bradley J. Gordon Sb 

HUlfi Steve Andrew Heimberg flt9$iyitgfityiU Dim:mi§fl§|5at|jJhHNlCUlfClCUttiqpSgi 

OifjtqfiHrniburi^tJi f8Hj9tH9iiujriHitintujtjHtfiwcnscnriu6yiyuHn?(T)i

SMB^s,nMnHsne
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Sfisiiyfitnftiuufifiuctfifistsmcmmwiiiuw sSJe shiaas stunt

ls(p:nftKuno(nn^tfi cnsug^itrncusttincntu£3i{uf§nn|Cjjts: jumnAttumnygiojj 

gwqttfiitfflfcnf autyifi mtonm shmftinjfli^rjojitHsfjHjfiujGH nflodimiiwljm sis 

iSsjBfiflitfiifiliuinjtvjnHStiHgMgpnnitifiMUfnj^stgi

6 si stuntm

IjjftitisfiHdisttJHtunriiJiHisfyiBSffln SSfNugniwinnujdMuwi fliqtitSfcmtHU 

WMistHMfiqaCj 6fcn:m>Tiuui9juHfiT(i]^friSMHjSiujnHtt3[UfliuiriJaflsffliUMgs Sts 

thHgNgjituitfifi tunHgufSM2«|fnci shmtHRiytcBuitilMUJt

fijHtptuiJCiiiHistigqtMfst tatutjisunaui^uHfitnqtjHnnuifiTgis: rntnjiujuciiG 
fdifU)Ui:nfl)[unouin^flt^ufRSaiq8N§mnfqnjffln StsfqsqviHstttisgsfgt'i

itiUiuiMjs mint) gwr n.w.tidbC
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