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KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
NATION RELIGION KING
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MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND FINE ARTS

PRESS RELEASE

Cambodia Welcomes the Return of 13 Khmer Masterpieces
from the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts is pleased to announce that the Asian Art Museum of San
Francisco has formally agreed to return 13 significant Khmer artifacts to Cambodia. This milestone
follows the unanimous vote of the Asian Art Commission on 24 September 2025, confirming the
restitution of objects removed from Cambodia in violation of national laws, and supported by the
findings of U.S. Homeland Security Investigations, Cambodian researchers, and museum
provenance teams.

The full group of returned masterpieces includes statues of deities, stone heads, a lion, and
important carved architectural elements. Evidence reviewed by museum officials and investigators
confirms that these objects were linked to networks associated with Douglas Latchford and were
removed unlawfully during periods of civil war and instability.

Her Excellency Dr. Phoeurng Sackona, Minister of Culture and Fine Arts, welcomed the decision
of the Asian Art Museum: “Each of these returned masterpieces is a living fragment of Cambodian
identity. Their return represents not only the restoration of cultural memory, but the healing of
wounds left by decades of conflict and heritage loss.”

The Minister highlighted the importance of sharing provenance information: “The Ministry
especially applauds the Asian Art Museum for its full transparency in sharing its provenance
research and documentation with Cambeodia. This openness has been essential to our ability to
uncover the truth about these artworks’ histories and to find justice in this case. When institutions
share provenance information freely and in good faith, it greatly strengthens our efforts to restore
Cambodia’s cultural heritage and return sacred objects to the communities to which they belong.”

The Ministry extends its sincere appreciation to the Asian Art Museum and its City Attorney’s Office,
U.S. Homeland Security Investigations, the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts teams including
archaeologists, researchers, provenance specialists and international partners. The Ministry also
extends special thanks to Bradley J. Gordon of Edenbridge Asia anjc&[s!lehna Antoniadis of
NOSTQOS Strategies, for their crucial role in negotiations and coordmatkorf. !
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Address : 227, Preah Norodom Blvd., Khan Chamkar Mon, Tel : (855) 23 217 647
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia. Fax : (855) 23 218 146
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Name :Buddha on Naga

Medium : Sandstone

Date : Angkor period, Angkor Wat style, early
12th C.

Size :84x40.6 x 254 cm

Name : Female deity (Uma?)

Medium : Sandstone

Date  : Angkor period, Bakheng style, early 10th C.

Size :132.1x29.5x22.9 cm

Name : Shiva and Parvati?

Medium : Sandstone

Date : Angkor period, Baphuon style, 11th C.

Size :111.8x43.2x18.4cm
104.1 x 34.3x 15.2 cm

Name : Vishnu

Medium : Sandstone

Date : Angkor period, Pre Rup style:__qmc.

Size  :142.X83.8x483cm . nERITfa
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Name : Nine Divinities

Medium : Sandstone

Date : Angkor period

Size :37.2x139.7x24.1¢cm

Name : Head of Male Deity

Medium : Sandstone

Date : Angkor period, Banteay Srei style,
2nd half of 10th C.

Size :20.3x203¢cm

Name :Lion

Medium : Sandstone

Date . Angkor period, Bayon style, late 12th C.

Size : 88.9 x 36.8 x 55.9cm
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MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND FINE ARTS

PRESS RELEASE
Cambodia Honors Dr. Istvan Zelnik and the Hungarian—-Cambodian Research Team
with Medals of National Recognition for Their Contribution to
the Study of Angkor and Koh Ker

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts is honored to announce that the Royal Government of
Cambodia has formally awarded medals of national recognition to Dr. Istvan Zelnik and a
distinguished group of Hungarian and Cambodian researchers for their exceptional contributions to
the scientific study, preservation, and international understanding of Angkor and Koh Ker.

In the early 2000s, Dr. Istvédn Zelnik, a Hungarian diplomat, scholar, and collector, established the
Hungarian Southeast Asian Institute. The Institute has supported extensive research programs at
Angkor and Koh Ker, including archaeological surveys, LIDAR investigations, epigraphic analysis,
and historical studies. These efforts have played a significant role in strengthening Cambodia’s
cultural heritage sector, advancing global knowledge of the Angkor civilization, and contributing
to the successful inscription of Koh Ker on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Over the past two decades, Dr. Zelnik has personally financed and facilitated these research
activities, including the publication of approximately fifteen scholarly books and scientific research
notes devoted to archaeology, Khmer cultural heritage, and contemporary Cambodian art.

In acknowledgement of their outstanding service, the Royal Government has honored:

1- Dr. Istvin Zelnik
Founder, Hungarian Southeast Asian Institute and patron of the arts.

2- Dr. Belényesy Karoly
Chief Archaeologist and principal coordinator of all Cambodian cultural heritage projects
under the Hungarian Southeast Asian Institute.

3- Rébert Kuszinger
Informatician, responsible for informatics infrastructure for Cambodian cultural heritage
projects, including the processing of Koh Ker LiDAR data.

4- Sulyok Miklés
Photographer, creator of comprehensive photographic documentation and the artistic
exhibition Wonder of Cambodian Heritage.

The Ministry expresses its deep appreciation for the cooperation with Dr. Zelnik, which has brought
invaluable insights into the history and development of the Angkor empire, pre-Angkor and the
prehistoric era. 2

Address : 227, Preah Narodom Blvd., Khan Chamkar Mon, Tel : (B855) 23 217 647
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambaodia. Fax : (855) 23 218 146
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MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND FINE ARTS
PRESS RELEASE

The Return of Khmer Cultural Heritage Objects
from Dr. Istvan Zelnik to the Kingdom of Cambodia

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts is honored to inform the public that, following several years
of negotiations, and as part of its ongoing efforts to search for and reclaim lost Khmer cultural
heritage, the Ministry has reached an agreement with Dr. Istvan Zelnik for the return to Cambodia
of an extensive collection of Khmer cultural heritage objects currently in Dr. Zelnik’s possession.

Dr. Istvan Zelnik, a Hungarian national and private collector, has been collecting art objects from
across the Asian region, including Khmer art, for several decades. Dr. Zelnik in the early 2000s
established the Hungarian Southeast Asian Institute. Under the Institute, significant scientific
research has been carried out at Angkor and Koh Ker, with the financial support from Dr. Zelnik,
including archaeological surveys, LIDAR investigations, and historical studies. These efforts have
also made an important contribution to the nomination of Koh Ker for inscription on the World
Heritage List.

Among the significant Khmer cultural heritage objects which will be returned to Cambodia under
this agreement are 183 pieces of Khmer silk textiles — a remarkable collection which significantly
increases the National Museum'’s existing collection of textiles — as well as prehistoric artifacts
such as coins, beads, jewelry, and items made of precious metals, bronze, stone and clay. Many of
these objects were looted from Cambodia during the decades of civil war. The return also includes
several other important collections, such as stone and bronze objects from both the Pre-Angkor
and Angkor periods.

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts expresses its gratitude and sincere appreciation to Dr. Istvén
Zelnik, who, now in his seventies, has made the commendable decision to return an extensive
collection of Khmer cultural heritage objects to Cambodia. Dr. Zelnik has previously repatriated
several Khmer artefacts and has significantly contributed to Cambodia’s cultural preservation
efforts through his support for archaeological research projects and the publication of numerous
scholarly works on cultural heritage, inscriptions, and contemporary Khmer art.

have provided Cambodia with the opportunity to reclaim the souls of our Khmer
numerous priceless treasures that were looted from their homeland during

Address : 227, Preah Norodom Blvd., Khan Chamkar Mon, Tel ; (855) 23 217 647
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia. Fax : (855) 23 218 146
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At the same time, we wish to express our deepest gratitude to Samdech Moha Borvor Thipadeli,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, for his unwavering commitment and full support in
the protection, conservation, and promotion of our national culture and civilization.”

Her Excellency the Minister also expressed her gratitude and appreciation to the team of the
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts and particularly to Mr. Bradley J. Gordon of Edenbridge Asia and
his associates, for their active collaboration with the Ministry in researching, identifying, and
negotiating the return of these lost Khmer cultural heritage properties to Cambodia.

This voluntary return of Cambodian antiquities is an example to be followed. The Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arts calls upon and encourages all private collectors and institutions worldwide
which possess Cambodian artefacts to cooperate with the Royal Government of Cambodia —
through the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts or Cambodian embassies in their respective
countries — in facilitating the return of Khmer cultural property to its homeland.

The Royal Government of Cambodia extends its sincere gratitude for such acts of goodwill. The
repatriation of Khmer cultural heritage is regarded as a noble and honorable gesture — one that
reflects a profound sense of ethical responsibility in safeguarding a nation’s identity and
contributes meaningfully to the preservation of humanity’s shared cultural legacy. /g;"
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Name : Head of Harihara
Medium : Sandstone
1 Date : Angkor period, Pre Rup style, 10th C.
Size :276x19.3x17.2cm
=
= Name : Female Deity (Uma?)
§ Medium : Sandstone
Date : Angkor period, Bakheng style, early 10th C.
Size :124.2 x 37.5 x 24.3 cm
2
i
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Name : Prajnaparamita
Medium : Bronze
3 Date : Angkor period, Bayon style, late 12th C.
Dia. :52.1x23.5x 10.2 cm
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KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
NATION RELIGION KING
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MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND FINE ARTS

PRESS RELEASE

Cambodia Welcomes the Return of Three Sacred Khmer Sculptures from
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Asian Art

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts is pleased to inform the public that, following several years
of discussions with the National Museum of Asian Art of the Smithsonian Institution and our
Cambodian restitution team, on 27 October 2025, the Smithsonian Institution's Board of Regents
has formally approved the return of three treasured Khmer masterpieces to Cambodia: the Head
of Harihara, 10th century, Female Deity (the Goddess Uma), 10th century, and Prajnaparamita,
late 12th century.

The return of these sacred sculptures is the result of an extensive provenance investigation, which
concluded that the objects were removed from Cambodia during decades of civil war and
insecurity that led to widespread looting. Their return represents a deeply meaningful step toward
cultural restoration for the Cambodian people. It is the first repatriation carried out under the
Smithsonian's Ethical Return Policy for the National Museum of Asian Art.

Her Excellency Dr. Phoeurng Sackona, Minister of Culture and Fine Arts, stated that “Cambodia
has consistently emphasized that the antiquities it is reclaiming, including these three
masterpieces, are not merely extraordinary works of art — they are living embodiments of our
ancestors’ spirit and the identity of the Khmer people. They represent the Angkor Empire’s
timeless strength, devotion, and creativity. Their homecoming marks a moment of national
reflection and healing for a country that has endured decades of conflict and cultural destruction”.

The Minister continued “We are deeply grateful for the Smithsonian’s good-faith cooperation and
the spirit of trust and partnership that made this return possible. We also hope that other museums
will follow the leadership of the Smithsonian Institution in adopting and actively implementing a
policy of ethical returns — a policy which makes it easier for countries like Cambodia to recover
sacred artefacts lost during war.”

The Minister would like to sincerely thank and praise the efforts of the National Museum of Asian
Art, its Director Chase Robinson, and particularly his provenance and curatorial staff, who made
this return possible, as well as the US Embassy in Phnom Penh, the Ministry's team of
archaeologists and researchers, and the National Museum for their support. The Minister also

would like to extend special thanks to Bradley J. Gordon of Edeyﬂ@g‘ﬁ&” nd Melina
Antoniadis of NOSTOS Strategies for assisting in the negotiations fgﬂh% Jstonc'r:é\@: .9
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Address : 227, Preah Norodom Blvd., Khan Chamkar Mon, Tel : (855) 23 217 647

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia. Fax : (855) 23 218 146
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