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Yaksa (Demon Hiranyakasipu)

Sandstone

Angkor period, Koh Ker style,

10th Century, Prasat Chen temple,
Koh Ker
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Unofficial Translation

PRESS RELEASE

Cambodia Welcomes the Return of Two Further Khmer Antiquities
from the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts has the honor to inform the public that the Kingdom of
Cambodia today welcomes the return of two further Khmer antiquities from the Metropolitan
Museum of Art (the MET) in New York, following the seizure by the Office of the Manhattan District
Attorney of the two artefacts from the MET. A formal ceremony marking the transfer of the two
works will take place at the Office of the Manhattan District Attorney in New York on 10 June 2026.
This repatriation follows a significant milestone in December 2023, when the MET returned 14
Khmer artifacts to Cambodia after several years of negotiations.

The two artefacts being returned are: (1) a sandstone lintel depicting a kala motif from the pre-
Angkorian period, dated to the seventh or eighth century; and (2) a tenth-century Angkorian
sandstone sculpture identified as the demon Hiranyakasipu originating from the temple of Prasat
Chen at Koh Ker.

The Antiquities Trafficking Unit of the Manhattan District Attorney's Office presented evidence to
the MET tying both works to the trafficking network of Nancy Wiener. After reviewing that evidence,
the MET consented to the Manhattan District Attorney's repatriation of the two artefacts to
Cambodia.

The Office of the Manhattan District Attorney has been a steadfast partner in Cambodia’s
repatriation work. Over the past decade, the Antiquities Trafficking Unit's evidentiary investigation
into the network of Nancy Wiener, and into the wider trafficking architecture in which Wiener,
Douglas Latchford, and Spink & Son operated, has resulted in the return of dozens of Khmer
antiquities to Cambodia. Nancy Wiener was convicted of cultural property trafficking.

The Ministry expresses its gratitude to District Attorney Alvin Bragg and to the Antiquities
Trafficking Unit, in particular to Assistant District Attorney Matthew Bogdanos and the unit's
investigators, for their continued commitment to the principle that the trade in looted cultural
property is not only a crime against the source country but a crime under the laws of the State of
New York.

The Ministry also commends the Metropolitan Museum of Art for its decision to acknowledge the
evidence presented and to agree to return these two artworks to Cambodia. At the same time, the
Ministry welcomes and supports the Museum's ongoing efforts, undertaken in cooperation with the
Ministry, to further review portions of its collection with respect to other Khmer antiquities
originating from Cambodia.

The Ministry would also like to express its appreciation to the Cambodian expert team of the
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts, as well as to international experts, including Bradley J. Gordon
of Edenbridge Asia and Malina Antoniadis of NOSTOS Strategies, for their invaluable assistance
in securing the recovery and repatriation of Khmer cultural property that was illicitly removed from
Cambodia. The Ministry further extends its thanks to the historian and archaeologist Eric
Bourdonneau of the French School of the Far East (EFEO) in Cambodia for his research on the
Hiranyakasipu sculpture from Koh Ker.

Phnom Penh, 10 June 2026
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Vishnu

Sandstone

Angkor period, Kulen style, early 9" C.
H.170 cm.

1aid (o ?)

=
e o

Wi, 1GUSATS, iRymRiagte A
AYRS: 980 AU.H.

Female divinity (Laksmi?)
Sandstone

Angkor period, Kulen style, early 9™ C.
H.150 cm.
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Head of Brahma

Sandstone

Angkor period, Koh Ker style, 1st half of 10™ C.
H. 31 cm.
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Yaksa (Rakshasa)

Sandstone

Angkor period, Koh Ker style, 1st half of 10 C.
H.80 x L.47 x D.22 cm.

RGN Rb

tnN:

S Wl 1oUsmish, Wuaning§90 a.m.
AYRS: EM (Y.

Maitreya

Copper alloyed
Angkor period, Bakheng style? early 10t C,

H. 93 cm.
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Harihara

Sandstone

Pre-Angkor period, Kampong Preah style?
early 8™ C.

H.150 cm.
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Seated Buddha in meditation

Sandstone

Pre-Angkor period, Phnom Da style, 6"- 7t C.
H.85 x L.54 x W.30 cm
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Vishnu

Sandstone

Pre-Angkor period, Phnom Da style, 6" - 7\" C.
H.104 cm.
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Unofficial Translation

PRESS RELEASE
The Return to Cambodia of 74 Khmer Cultural Objects
from the Family of Douglas Latchford

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts has the honor to inform the public that seventy-four (74) Khmer
cultural objects recovered from the possession of the late Douglas Latchford have been returned to the
Kingdom of Cambodia, in accordance with the 2020 agreement between the Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts and the Latchford family.

The return of this significant number of Khmer cultural treasures marks another major achievement in
recent years, following the repatriation of important Khmer artifacts from the Latchford family in 2021
and 2023. This success reflects Cambodia’s continued and determined efforts to recover, safeguard, and
restore the cultural heritage of its ancestors for future generations.

These artworks date from the pre-Angkorian period to the height of the Angkorian Empire and include
masterfully crafted sandstone and metal sculptures, as well as ritual objects. Among the most significant
pieces are two exceptional sandstone sculptures from the early Angkorian period, dating to the first fifty
years of the 9th century, during the reign of Jayavarman II, which Latchford claimed originated from
Phnom Kulen. These male and female divine figures are regarded as exemplary works created during the
formative period of the Angkorian Empire and are often referred to as the “divine couple.” Based on
available evidence, the female figure is considered a rare masterpiece of the Kulen style.

The collection also includes a sandstone head of Brahma and a statue of a yaksha (rakshasa) from the
Koh Ker temple complex. The serene yet powerful head of Brahma was originally attached to a body
enshrined in a major temple, reflecting the cosmological vision and refined artistry of the Koh Ker style.
Another remarkable piece is a bronze sculpture in the Bakheng style, representing an outstanding
example of the early development of Khmer iconography.

These 74 objects are not merely works of art; they are living testimonies to the wisdom, creativity, and
spiritual spirit of Khmer civilization. For decades, many national treasures were separated from their
homeland during times of war and unrest. Their return clearly demonstrates Cambodia’s unwavering
commitment to seeking justice for its cultural heritage and sends a strong message to the international
community that the Cambodian people remain united in protecting and preserving their national cultural
assets. The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts reaffirms its steadfast dedication to safeguarding and
promoting ancient cultural heritage for future generations and for humanity as a whole.

The repatriation of these objects formerly held by Douglas Latchford underscores Cambodia’s persistent
and responsible efforts. Cambodia reiterates its commitment to working in good faith with private
collectors, institutions, and governments worldwide to ensure that revered Khmer cultural heritage is
returned to its country of origin. Each return carries profound significance in healing historical wounds
and restoring national dignity and cultural identity.
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cultural property. Damage to a World Heritage Site is a matter of concern to the international
community as a whole, transcending political disputes.

The sovereignty of Cambodia over the Temple and its promontory has been definitively settled by
binding ICJ judgments. Attempts to portray the Temple as a military base disregard these legal
realities, undermine judicial authority, and threaten regional peace. Cambodia remains firmly
committed to international law, the protection of cultural heritage, the peaceful settlement of
disputes, and cooperation within ASEAN and the broader international community.

The Ministry reaffirms that the Temple of Preah Vihear is, and will remain, a monument of peace,
culture, and shared human heritage. _Zz"
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Head of Devata

Sandstone

Angkor period, Bayon style, late12th-early 13th C.
91 x 48 cm.
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Head of Asura/Demon
Sandstone
Angkor period, Bayon style, late12th-early 13th C.
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Head of Devata

Sandstone

Angkor period, Bayon style, late 12th-early 13th C.
50 x 44 x 34 cm.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/31/2026 12:25:05 PM




Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/31/2026 12:25:05 PM

18Ny

riTg

ASWHYT 11,590 A
NUXxBV.GxV .Y

Male Deity

Bronze

Angkor period, 12th C.
7.2x2.8x2cm.
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Vishnu

Sandstone

Angkor period, 11th C.
88 x 38 x 19 cm.
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Vishnu

Sandstone

Angkor period, 11th-12th C.
66 x 33 x9 cm.
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Unofficial Translation

PRESS RELEASE

The Return to Cambedia of 20 Khmer Cultural Objects
from Asian Private Collection

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts has the honor to inform the public that twenty (20) Khmer cultural
objects have been successfully repatriated from one of Asia’s private collections. This restitution marks another
important milestone in Cambodia’s ongoing mission to reclaim and restore its ancestral heritage for future
generation.

The returned collection features a diverse array of sandstone sculptures and bronze works. Highlights include
exceptional statues from the Bayon period, believed to originate from the historic site of Angkor Thom. These
artifacts are more than art; they are "living witnesses" to the spiritual heart of Khmer civilization and the genius
of its ancestors. Upon their return, these treasures will significantly enhance the world’s understanding of
Cambodian history.

This repatriation was made possible through the expert guidance of a dedicated restitution team that played a
key role in advising, structuring, and executing the discussions that led to the return of these objects. Central
to these efforts was Imran Hamid Khwaja, a Partner at Tan Rajah & Cheah, one of Singapore’s oldest law
firms, and a distinguished litigator with extensive experience in international dispute resolution. Mr. Khwaja
and Bradley J. Gordon of Edenbridge Asia played a key role in structuring the return of these national treasures.

The return of these artefacts is a powerful affirmation of Cambodia’s enduring pursuit of justice for its cultural
heritage. We are profoundly grateful for the return of these souls to their homeland. Their return sends a clear

message: the Cambodian people remain united in safeguarding their patrimony for all of humanity.

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts expresses its deepest gratitude to Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen, President of the Senate and former Prime Minister, and to Samdech Moha Borvor Thipadei
Hun Manet, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, for their visionary leadership and the Win-Win
Policy, which brought full peace and stability and created the necessary conditions for the recovery of Khmer
cultural properties displaced during times of conflict.

The Ministry also extends its gratitude to the international partners and the restitution team who facilitated this
return namely: the Ministry’s Restitution Team, Bradley J. Gordon (Edenbridge Asia) legal advisor to the
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts, Melina Antoniadis (NOSTOS Strategies), and Imran Hamid Khwaja
(Tan Rajah & Cheah).

The Ministry encourages other museums and private collectors holding Khmer artifacts to reach out and engage
in professional dialogue regarding their potential return to the Kingdom of Cambodia.

Phnom Penh, 6 April 2026
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