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In the early hours of Friday 22nd of August, the armed militias of Lahur Jangi Burhan opened fire on the 

personnel of the Kurdistan Region’s security agencies as they attempted to act on a court-issued arrest warrant 

against Mr. Lahur Jangi Burhan (the accused). The armed exchange resulted in the death and injury of a 

number of Kurdistan Regional Government security personnel, the destruction of property and the 

endangerment of the public. In addition, equipment intended for the campaign of violence was deployed against 

residential and security sites, including Fermandaey (military base) and the residence of Mr. Bafel Talabani 

which was targeted by several suicide drones in a manner reflective of terrorism. This briefing outlines the 

events preceding 22 August, the first phase of the investigation which resulted in the issuance of arrest warrants 

and subsequent conclusions derived from testimonies of suspects and analysis of evidence. These events have 

confirmed an irrefutable attempt at creating public disorder and insecurity through direct and indirect actions 

including the attempted assassination of the President of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, Mr. Bafel 

Talabani.
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In recent months, Asayish (Kurdistan Region Security Agency) and partner agencies had deployed 

intelligence assets to verify reports of a concerted campaign directed by Lahur Shex Jangi (Lahur Jengi 

Burhan) and Mr. Azhi Amin (an officer of the Kurdistan Region Security Council) to create instability in 

the city and wider province of Sulaymaniyah. The stated aim of this campaign was to create public disorder 

and civil unrest through violence and incitement including the targeting of security personnel, public servants 

and political figures. The collection of evidence, intelligence assessments and the apprehension of individuals 

linked to the campaign has since corroborated reports received by security agencies. Subsequently, court-issued 

arrest warrants have been granted for individuals believed to lead and coordinate this campaign including Lahur 

Jangi Burhan. Initial attempts to execute arrest warrants by Sulaymaniyah Police and Asayish (Kurdistan 

Region Security Agency), were met by intimidation and threats including the mobilisation of an armed militia 

and the display of heavy weaponry in residential areas of Sulaymaniyah. Deemed a high-security risk situation 

which could escalate and spread to other population areas of Sulaimaniyah, the Kurdistan Region Security 

Agency requested support from partner agencies which then mobilised to contain the movement of the armed 

militia in Sulaimaniyah.
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- Testimonies of apprehended suspects including that of Mr. Lahur Jangi Burhan.

- Forensic analysis of electronic devices.

- Targeted surveillance and monitoring.

Kurdistan Reqion -Iraq -Sulaymaniyah 4*jUxLJI -

- Discovery and analysis of equipment intended for use during the assassination plot including suicide and 

surveillance drones, small and heavy weaponry and suppressed sniper rifles.
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While investigations are ongoing, this briefing has been released to preserve the public interest and address a 

wide-spread mis-information campaign dedicated to creating instability in the interest of linked parties. As a 

security agency responsible for the preservation of stability and civilian life, we are determined to conduct our 

actions in the interests of the people of Sulaimaniyah and the Kurdistan Region within the complete legal 

guidelines. We are confident the expectation of the citizens we have a duty to protect is to prevent the presence 

and spread of armed gangs who act with impunity.
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Mr. Lahur Jangi Burhan has since been apprehended and charged with the crimes under Article 56 of the 

Iraqi Penal Code as the leader instigator and mastermind of the following events. As part of the ongoing 

investigation, the Kurdistan Region Security Agency and its partner organisations led by Kurdistan Region 

Security Agency officials are currently reviewing and analysing further evidence recovered at the compound of 

Mr. Lahur Jangi Burhan subsequent to the execution of arrest warrants and the apprehension of additional 

suspects.

In addition, sites implicated within the campaign of destabilisation including the assassination attempt have been 

secured with evidence undergoing continued analysis. This briefing has been compiled from the following 

sources:
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Incitement and endangerment of the public

Targeted Assassination of Mr. Bafel Jalal Talabani

Re<vi\ ed by.NSI) 1 ARAJ$($2G25 10:2^4^M
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In recent months, Mr. Lahur Jangi Burhan has made a concerted effort to incite disorder and 

instability through public threats against authorities and intimidation of civilians and public servants, 

including asking people to commit acts of violence against the authorities.

On August 19, 2025, two individuals in a vehicle were spotted acting suspiciously on the Malik 

Mahmood Road by an advance scout team of Mr Talabani’s security detail and reported to 

authorities.

Alongside intimidation of authorities, Lahur Jangi Burhan had made direct threats of violence 

against members of the public. One prominent recent example being against public servants on 18 

May 2025 where he publicly declared a threat to life should the Sulaymaniyah local government 

approve investment projects in the proximity of Newroz Football Club without his approval.

With already heightened security measures in place due to earlier intelligence reports of mobilisation 

of armed groups, the suspicious vehicle and its occupants Omar Sheikha Abdullah Sheikha and 

Ramadan Hussein Aziz Yousif (occupants one and two) were then surveilled by Kurdistan 

Region Security Agency personnel for a number of hours.
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These actions include the build-up of a visible and illegally armed militia which he personally 

confirmed in an interview to media on 21 August 2025 in the central residential areas of 

Sulaymaniyah. The militia belonging to Lahur Jangi Burhan had illegally acquired and stockpiled 

small-arms and heavy weaponry including RPG’s and suicide drones — with examples on visible 

display in residential areas of Sulaymaniyah and subsequently used against Kurdistan Region 

Government Security personnel and Dabashan compound on the morning of 22 August 2025.
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Subsequently, an arrest warrant was issued for Lahur Jangi Burhan and Rebwar Qudrat on the 

grounds of violating Article 56 of the Iraqi Penal Code.

Due to suspicious activity and public-security concerns, the occupants of the vehicle were detained 

at 16:47 on the Malik Mahmood Road. Location: Exhibit 1

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 4 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

Further investigation uncovered the motive being a campaign to assassinate Mr. Bafel Talabani 

which was being coordinated by Lahur Jangi Burhan. Evidence to support this assessment was 

sourced from the testimonies of Occupant One and Two, and analysis of telephone and message 

exchanges between the suspects and their handlers including directly with Lahur Jangi Burhan and 

Rebwar Qudrat using the messaging platform WhatsApp.

At the time of arrest of the occupants of the vehicle, Mr. Bafel Talabani was in transit with three 

American civilians.

The initial investigation also alerted the Kurdistan Region Security Agency to additional 

surveillance and armed cells which had been tasked with executing the targeted assassination. A 

number of these individuals have since been apprehended and questioned.
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Subsequent investigation has concluded the presence of five (two-man) surveillance teams, with 

an additional team dedicated to execution of the assault on Mr. Bafel Talabani. In addition, two 

cells were discovered within residential complexes, one which was a sniper team and the other 

being a drone operation team. All were directly commanded by Mr. Lahur Jangi Burhan and 

mobilised with the direct support and coordination of Mr. Pollad Jangi Burhan (brother of 

Lahur) and Azhi Amin.

.A-Yo.^YYOj^
Y.YO / -A / Yo zoy&j

08/29/2025 10:22:54 AM

Upon questioning and an assessment of digital devices belonging to the occupants of the vehicle, it 

was determined that they were part of a surveillance team tasked with identifying and tailing the 

vehicle of Mr. Bafel Talabani.
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Preparation for the attempted assassination
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In addition to the direct targeting of Bafel Talabani’s vehicle, our intelligence has since identified a 

Sniper Observation Post located within the apartments of German Village residential compound 

in direct line of sight of Mr. Talabani’s residence. Exhibit 2

Following the events of 22 August, further investigation of drone activity reported over Dabashan 

(Mr. Bafel Talabani’s residence) and the Erbil residence of the Deputy Prime Minister 

between 10 August 2025 - 22 August 2025 and suspect questioning, it was also discovered that an 

arsenal of surveillance and suicide drones was developed with the intention of using this to execute 

the assassination plot and wider campaign of destabilisation.

Possession of this equipment was displayed during the 22 August assault on Kurdistan Region 

security personnel and parallel assault on Dabashan and Fermandaey. In addition, direct evidence 

of equipment has been secured at sites implicated in the assassination plot including at residential 

properties within City Towers and Hawari Jwani Tower. An additional cache of weaponry has 

been discovered with in the Shari Jwan residential complex within immediate proximity of 

population areas including a popular hotel. Exhibit 4
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Intelligence gathered by the Kurdistan Region Security Agency and partnered agencies has 

concluded that the assassination attempt had been in play for a prolonged period and was ongoing 

until the aim would be achieved. In one message exchange between the apprehended members of 

the surveillance units, it was stated “last night he escaped from us, stay focused so he doesn’t 

escape today. ”
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Contributing to this assessment, our investigating officers had secured intelligence on a series of 

sniper training activities involving Mr Lahur Jangi Burhan, Pollad Shex Jangi and and an accused 

collaborator and coordinator (Mr. Rebwar Qudrat) of the assassination attempt, who was a sniper 

training specialist at one of the Kurdistan Region security agencies. Qudrat was identified as one of 

the handlers of the surveillance units. Exhibit 3
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Actions contributing to this effort included the illegal smuggling and distribution of small and heavy 

arms to supporters in and around Sulaymaniyah by Mr. Lahur Jangi Burhan with the direct 

support and coordination of Mr. Azhi Amin. This includes the development of suicide drones 

which were deployed against political, military and civilian infrastructure on the 22 August 2025.

Alongside the distribution of weaponry, our intelligence has confirmed training, and mobilisation 

was coordinated with the support of Mr. Azhi Amin who had provided recruits of Mr. Lahur 

Jangi Burhan instructors and training facilities within Kori Village, Erbil from 9dl August 2025. 

This event was considered to be the deployment briefing for the armed cell which received its initial 

instructions including the assassination of personnel from the Kurdistan Region Counter- 

Terrorism Group.
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The Kurdistan Region Security Agency had also secured intelligence from two meetings (July 

and August 2025) involving Azhi Amin and Lahur Jengi Burhan. Initially, the discussions were 

centred around the take-over of key PUK and security-related locations including Dabashan and 

Qalachwalan with the involvement of Mr. Pollad Jengi Burhan and supported by forces recruited 

and coordinated by Azhi Amin as the Kurdistan Region Security Council. Intelligence from a 

subsequent gathering in mid-August 2025 had reported Mr. Azhi Amin concluded “Bafel must 

be eliminated.”

Intelligence assessments have since established a direct link between the supply of equipment, 

personnel, training and strategising of the assassination attempt to Mr Azhi Amin, a senior 

Kurdistan Region Security Council official based in Erbil. Notably, Mr. Amin was implicated as 

the lead coordinator of the threat to attack the Erbil residence of the Deputy Prime Minister in 

2022.

Joint investigations by die Kurdistan Region Security Agency and partner agencies have 

determined these actions to have been a part of a concerted effort to cause public disorder and 

instability in order to achieve political and military aims targeted at Kurdistan Region security 

personnel, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the leadership of Mr. Bafel Talabani.
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Given the overwhelming evidence collected on the role of Mr. Azhi Amin within the campaign to 

destabilise the security of the Sulaymaniyah province, and the attempted assassination of Mr. Bafel 

Talabani, the court has issued arrest warrants for Mr. Azhi Amin as well as other officers from 

The Kurdistan Region Security Council.

Surveillance monitoring by die Kurdistan Region Security Agency confirmed additional efforts of 

mobilisation of armed gangs on the 17th, 18th and 19th August These preparations were directly 

commanded by Mr. Lahur Jangi Burhan and coordinated with the support of two additional 

suspects: Mr. Dilshad Abdullah, Mr. Aso Shex Jangi.

Suspect testimonies made to the investigating judge by apprehended suspects including that of 

Lahur Jangi Burhan, has confirmed the assessments reached by the investigating agencies. In 

addition, Lahur Jangi Burhan has confirmed to the investigating judge the critical role of Mr Azhi 

Amin in the campaign to launch assaults on Kurdistan’s Region security personnel and the 

assassination plot against Mr. Bafel Talabani.
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The build-up of armed gangs within the residential areas of Sarchinar which preceded the issuance 

of the subsequent arrest warrant became a significant cause for concern due to public safety. Our 

intelligence has concluded should an arrest warrant had not been requested, and support from 

partner agencies not deployed, Sulaymaniyah would have faced a significant security threat which 

would have resulted in significant loss of life and danger to the public.

A number of senior figures within the armed gangs recruited by Mr. Lahur Jengi Burhan and Mr. 

Azhi Amin, including those involved in the assault on Kurdistan Region security personnel are 

believed to have escaped and are currently being given safe haven by Mr. Azhi Amin.



Best regards...

Kurdistan Region Security Agency

(jlaXlw -Address: Kurdistan Region -Iraq -Sulaymaniyah joJJjjljic.

No.: D.R 08-2509225 

Date: August 25th 2025

These assessments have been reached through the joint investigation and analysis of evidence conducted by the 

Kurdistan Region Security Agency and partner agencies. Our investigation is on-going and information 

which we deem in the public interest will be shared in a transparent manner which does not jeopardise the on­

going legal case or our operations.
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Attachments;-

* GPS Images of locations related to the plan.
* Profile of Rebwar Qudrat
* Pictures of weapon cache.
* Arrest warrant of Lahur Jangi Burhan.
* Arrest warrant of Rebwar Qudrat.
* Arrest warrant of Azhi Amin and other officers of the Kurdistan Region Security Council
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Exhibit 1. Location where surveillance cell was apprehended
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Exhibit 2. Location of Sniper Observation Point
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Full name: Rebwar Qudrat Rasul Alimed

Year of birth: 1990

Occupation: Officer at Counter-Terrorism Group.

I FYear of employment: 2008
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Exhibit 3: Profile of Rebwar Qudrat, a former sniper training specialist at a Kurdistan Regional 

Government security agency.
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Exhibit 4: Weapons cache discovered within same residential complexes of family members of Lahur 

Jangi Buchan and within immediate proximity of die Sulaimaniyah residences of senior KRG officials
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