
The Most Incredible Rock Formations Around the World
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Kindly reaching out to see what your upcoming travel coverage is looking like? We wanted to share 
some incredible, truly jaw-dropping, naturally made rock formations around the globe. From Saudi 
Arabia and Arizona to Australia and Iceland travelers can set these amazing one-of-a-kind structural 
wonders on their 2023 bucket list travel experiences.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Discover one of Western Australia's most striking geological features - the Bungle Bungle Range in 
World Heritage-listed Purnululu National Park-where massive sandstone structures with orange and 
black stripes sweep over the land. Best seen from above in a scenic flight, these structures rise 300 
metres out of the plain, where a hidden world of gorges and pools is revealed with fan palms clinging to 
walls and crevices in the rocks. The park covers nearly 240,000 hectares, and despite being made of soft 
sandstone the range has survived for more than 350 million years.
Inland from Perth, visitors can also explore the mind-blowing Wave Rock in the outback plains, which is 
a 15-metre-high multicolored granite cliff formed in the shape of a wave - with no ocean in sight. More 
than 2.7 billion years of wind and rainwater erosion has created a towering 110-metre-long break. Filled 
with dazzling colors from the ancient granite, Wave Rock provides the perfect photographic backdrop to 
your adventure.

ALULA, SAUDI ARABIA
The ancient desert landscape of AlUla is known for its several large geological rock formations that were 
naturally formed over millions of years. Surrounding the enchanting desert oasis, the contrasts of red 
and gold sandstone colors with the lush green running through the middle, makes AlUla like no other 
place on earth. AlUla boasts nine incredible natural rock formations for travelers to discover, including:

Elephant Rock - one of the highlights of the region of AlUla, this mammoth structure looks like an
elephant with a ground-bound trunk that increases in liveliness at nightfall.

Mushroom Rock - there are several mushroom-shaped rocks withing the deserts of AlUla, with the 
most famous one located in Sharaan Nature Reserve.

Fish Rock - recently viral on social media, this rock has transformed through millions of years into
one of the most important ancient archaeological inscriptions and strange rock formations that mark the 
lands of AlUla.

Face Rock - amongst the monumental tombs of Hegra, next to Jabal AlAhmar, this rock formation 
resembles the profile of a human head gazing out over the desert landscape.

Arch Rock - one of Alula's most recognizable rock formations, the bridge-shaped structure, which
resembles a rainbow flanked by two clouds, is a rare sight indeed embedded with multi-colored pieces 
of quartz.

Dancing Rocks - located in Raggasat Valley, these large formations appear as if they are swaying 
(or dancing) in unison.

Gharameel Desert - best seen in the night, the dark, thin pillars of stone stretching up to the sky
are complimented by the display of stars that shine above.

Volcanoes - in the remote desert areas of AlUla are black volcanic rock and inactive volcanoes 
which stand atop sandstone and are surrounded by seas of golden sand to make for truly dramatic, 
other-worldly sights.

Lava Domes and Flows - comprised of the two largest volcanoes in Saudi Arabia, the White
Volcano and Black Volcano's dramatic lava flows of volcanic events can be best seen across the region 
by panoramic sky views.
Images: HERE (Photo Credit: Experience AlUla)
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Images: HERE (Photo Credit: Tourism Western Australia)

Please let us know if you would like any further details. We appreciate your consideration.
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REMARKABLE ROCKS ON KANGAROO ISLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Perched above the sea overlooking the wild Southern Ocean in Flinders Chase National Park, the 
impressive Remarkable Rocks form what appear to be a cluster of precariously balanced granite 
boulders. The stunning work of nature has been shaped by the erosive forces of wind, sea spray and rain 
over some 500 million years. There is a golden orange lichen which covers some of the rocks and offers 
visitors a wonderful photo opportunity at different times of the day. There is also a viewing platform 
which provides a vantage point for disabled access and interpretation signs which share stories of how 
these intriguing rocks were formed.

Images: HERE
WILPENA POUND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Wilpena Pound is a crater-like natural amphitheater located in the Flinders Ranges National Park in 
South Australia, approximately 267 miles from the capital city, Adelaide. Wilpena Pound is one of 
Australia's hidden gems, a truly extraordinary landscape covered in scrub and trees surrounded by 
mountains on all sides. It has a rich cultural and geological history, with Aboriginal rock art found at 
Sacred Canyon and Arkaroo Rock, and has been home to the Adnyamathanha people, for tens of 
thousands of years. While there are relatively soft rocks in the center of the pound succumbed to wind 
and rain, the surrounding walls are made of erosion-resistant quartzite. Additionally, while the pound 
may appear to be surrounded by a single mountain range, it is actually enclosed by two ranges—an 
eastern range and a western range connected to each other by Rawnsley Bluff in the south. On the 
northern perimeter of the pound is St. Mary Peak. Rising to a height of 3,825 feet (1,166 meters), St. 
Mary Peak is not only the highest peak at Wilpena Pound, but also highest peak in the Flinders Ranges. 
Images: HERE

MARIPOSA LATIN INSPIRED GRILL, SEDONA, ARIZONA
Perched atop a scenic bluff, floor-to-ceiling windows and an expansive outdoor patio deliver panoramic 
views of Sedona's majestic red rocks from every table at Mariposa. The iconic restaurant's stunning 
architecture and unique menu of South American-inspired cuisine delivers an exceptional fine dining 
experience. The 6,500 square-foot location serves as a reflection of Chef Lisa Dahl's style with a 1,000-lb 
door handcrafted from African and South American stone and two dramatic glass-enclosed wine vaults 
that house more than 600 bottles of wine, including many South American varieties. At the heart of the 
restaurant, Chef Dahl uses a wood-fired grill and wood-burning oven to create handmade empanadas, 
ceviches, grilled chorizos, fresh fish dishes, mole and house-made chimichurri sauces inspired by her 
travels to Argentina, Uruguay and Chile.
Images: HERE (Photo Credit: Scott Yates)

STUDLAGIL-JOKULDALUR ,VISIT ICELAND
Located in East Iceland, Studlagil serves as one of the Nordic nation's hidden gems with thousands of 
basalt rock columns separated by a turquoise glacial river running down the center. Previously hidden by 
the powerful river, the beauty of Studlagil was discovered once the Karanhjukar hydro-dam was 
installed and the Halslon reservoir started to fill, lowering the water levels, and revealing the natural 
wonder. The stunning grey and clay-red columns are juxtaposed by the green of the moss above and the 
blue of the river running though. Explore the otherworldly rock structures, climb to the bottom of the 
canyon, and experience the sheer power and beauty of StudlagiI.

Images: HERE
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Please let me know if I can answer any questions!
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The five-year loan is an important step to close a critical historical gap in the Louvre's near-east 
collection, given that the Arabian Peninsula is under-represented in most of the Museum. This display 
highlights the archeological discoveries and preservation work carried out by AlUla and the Royal 
Commission for AlUla.

Dating back from the 5th-3rd century BCE, and discovered by archeologists working at the Dadan 
archaeological site of AlUla in north-west Saudi Arabia, the 'Monumental Statue' shows great 
craftmanship from a historical period of time, featuring intricate details and characteristic elements of 
the Lihyanite school of sculpture, reflecting the early artistic influence of Ancient Egypt or Greece.

Reaching out on behalf of Experience AlUla, with exciting news on a collaboration between the 
destination and the Louvre Museum. Starting this week, AlUla's Lihyanite King, a nearly 7 % ft statue 
carved from sandstone, will be on loan for the next five years at the world's most visited museum.

Would you be interested in covering this exciting news? I've included imagery in a folder here (photo 
credit RCU): Lihyanite Statue_Louvre Museum_Photo Credit RCU

AlUla is home to 2,000 years of human history, and an important part of it can now be shared with the 
Louvre's international audience through this long-term loan. As one of the most important trade route 
stations in Saudi Arabia, Dadan was ruled by the Lihyan tribe, who retained power for several centuries. 
Several colossal statues, believed to depict kings and priests, were discovered between 2005 and 2007 
during archeological excavations, including the finding of the Lihyanite King statue.

Ancient Lihyanite 'Monumental Statue' from the Destination of AlUla Appears at the Louvre Museum in 
Paris
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Banyan Tree Debuts in AlUla, Saudi Arabia
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High-res images of the property can be downloaded here: Banyan Tree AlUla. If you would like a quote 
from an AlUla or Banyan Tree representative, please let me know!

My best, 
Lindsay

Hi Ella,
Reaching out on behalf of Experience Alula to share opening resort news of luxury hotel brand Banyan 
Tree's latest opening in the heart of the Saudi Arabian desert. The first property in historical AlUla, 
Banyan Tree AlUla ushers in the group's debut in the kingdom. AlUla is attracting the attention of the 
world's affluent travellers with its mesmerising mix of history, culture, and entertainment, all set against 
a breath-taking desert backdrop dating back millions of years.
Inspired by the nomadic nature of Nabataean architecture, the all-villa, tented resort epitomises Banyan 
Tree's commitment to local influence. The fundamental principles of the resort are designed around 
three concepts that allow guests to immerse themselves in the resort and the destination:
• 'In-villa' provides guests with made-to-measure offerings brought to life by the talented cast of Banyan 

Tree hosts.
• 'In-valley' takes guests into the essence of AlUla through exclusive outdoor treatments, nomadic chef's 
tables, active adventures, and private events staged in spectacular settings.
• 'En-voyage' brings guests through privileged immersions crafted with local talents, continuously 
unlocking new facets of AlUla's rich legacy. Bespoke wellbeing and adventure excursions show a glimpse 
of the ancient landscapes of AlUla and the lives of the people who call it home.
The resort will feature two dining venues, including Saffron, Banyan Tree's signature Thai restaurant, 
offering contemporary Thai cuisine. The renowned Banyan Tree Spa welcomes guests with carefully 
curated wellness experiences that combine Asian traditions and local elements.
Guests looking to be among the first to enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime experience at Banyan Tree AlUla can 
enroll in Accor's loyalty programme: ALL-Accor Live Limitless. As a member of ALL-Accor Live Limitless, 
guests can earn reward points on every stay, when dining and can use their points to book nights at 
participating hotels, transfer points to use with partners worldwide or convert them into truly 
unforgettable moments with Limitless Experiences in entertainment, sports, culture, shopping, travel 
and more.


