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For Republicans, intense three-way primary contests are unfolding in Texas and Georgia for 
Senate nominations. Notably, former President Donald Trump has so far refrained from publicly 
endorsing a specific candidate, placing both the durability of Trump-centered politics and the 
autonomy of state party organizations to the test.
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The Democratic Party is facing Senate primaries in Texas, Michigan, and Maine. In several of 
these races, clear intra-party competition has emerged between moderate candidates who 
emphasize general-election viability and progressive candidates who stress policy clarity and 
base mobilization. This dynamic is also being repeated in gubernatorial primaries, reflecting 
intensified internal debates over party identity and electoral strategy.

Several states are preparing for some of the most competitive and closely watched primary 
elections of next year. These races go beyond the mere selection of candidates and are expected 
to serve as important barometers for assessing the strategic direction and political orientation of 
both parties ahead of the 2026 midterm elections.

17 Congressional Schedule and News
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Below is a summary of key points by state.

Key State Highlights
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Against this backdrop, primary election outcomes in key battleground states are expected to 
significantly influence not only the overall landscape of the 2026 midterm elections but also the 
composition of each party’s candidate pool and internal power structure ahead of the 2028 
presidential election.

Maine:
The Democratic Senate primary has emerged as a representative case of ideological competition 
between centrist and progressive candidates, with polling suggesting a razor-thin margin in the 
general election.

Michigan:
Among Democrats, a competitive dynamic has formed between moderate and progressive 
factions in the Senate primary. Republicans, by contrast, appear to be coalescing relatively early 
around a particular candidate.

California:
Due to the state’s open primary system, a highly fluid and competitive environment persists. The 
race also carries the character of an early contest among prominent Democrats rumored to be 
considering a 2028 presidential bid.

In addition, upcoming gubernatorial elections—following current governors such as California 
Governor Gavin Newsom (Democrat) and Georgia Governor Brian Kemp (Republican), both 
frequently mentioned as potential 2028 presidential contenders—are also shaping up as highly 
competitive races with multiple candidates entering the field. These contests are drawing 
attention as potential stages for the emergence of next-generation political leaders.

Texas:
The Republican Senate primary is unfolding as a three-way race, with a runoff likely if no 
candidate secures a majority. Democrats are also seeing competition among emerging political 
figures, though internal debate continues over general-election competitiveness.

Georgia:
Both the gubernatorial and Senate races feature multi-candidate fields. Republicans appear to be 
maintaining some distance from former President Trump, while for Democrats, these races serve 
as an important test of their Southern expansion strategy.
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-- Major Federal Legislative Developments

Selected Bills

FY2026 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) (S.1071)
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Time constraints are becoming increasingly evident. After reconvening in early January, the 
House has only about twelve legislative days remaining, while the Senate must also deliberate 
and process budget bills under a compressed schedule. The fact that the year precedes an election 
further reduces legislative focus.

One key variable is the extension of Affordable Care Act (ACA) subsidies. As the expiration 
date approaches, some Republican lawmakers have joined Democrats in supporting a discharge 
petition to bring a three-year extension bill to the House floor, increasing pressure on party 
leadership’s management of the legislative calendar. Even if the bill passes the House, 
amendments in the Senate are likely, potentially leading to further procedural delays.

Another variable is legislation banning stock trading by members of Congress. While Republican 
leadership is reviewing related proposals, internal consensus has not yet been reached, and the 
issue is expected to place additional strain on the floor schedule. The House Appropriations 
Committee chair has also noted that healthcare and political reform issues are constraining the 
legislative capacity of both chambers.

If timely passage of appropriations proves difficult, a continuing resolution may be considered, 
though this could provoke additional backlash within the Republican Party. Meanwhile, 
Democrats have signaled the possibility of using the budget deadline as leverage in negotiations 
over ACA subsidies, and they have not ruled out the possibility of a shutdown if healthcare- 
related issues remain unresolved.

The U.S. Congress is facing significant legislative pressure ahead of the January 30, 2026 
government funding deadline. To date, only three of the twelve appropriations bills have been 
enacted. Failure to pass the remaining nine bills by the deadline could result in the adoption of a 
continuing resolution (CR) or potentially a federal government shutdown. With the year-end 
recess and numerous pending bills overlapping, the House legislative schedule has broadly fallen 
behind.

• Status: Enacted (Dec. 18, 2025)
• Sponsor: Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX)
• Introduced: March 14, 2025

Congressional Budget Negotiations Stall: ACA Subsidies 
and Legislative Calendar Pressure
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Trump Tariff Transparency Act (H.R. 6888)

Non-Citizen Federal Welfare and Benefits Restriction Act (H.R. 6854)
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This bill requires the U.S. government to transparently disclose the impact of newly imposed 
tariffs on consumers and small businesses. It mandates quarterly surveys and reports by the 
Small Business Administration.

The bill seeks to prevent advanced semiconductors and high-performance integrated circuits 
(ICs) from being diverted to countries posing military or intelligence risks. It imposes strict 
licensing requirements, congressional oversight, and national security assessments for the export, 
re-export, and domestic transfer of designated ICs.

• Status: Introduced
• Sponsor: Rep. Brittany Pettersen (D-CO)
• Introduced: Dec. 18, 2025

• Status: Introduced
• Sponsor: Rep. Randy Fine (R-FL)
• Introduced: Dec. 18, 2025

The NDAA is the core annual legislation establishing U.S. defense and security policy. Key 
features of the FY2026 NDAA include:

• Status: Introduced
• Sponsor: Rep. Brian J. Mast (R-FL)
• Introduced: Dec. 18, 2025

1. Strengthening defense capabilities centered on advanced technologies (Al, cyber)
2. Reflecting global security challenges, including the Indo-Pacific region
3. Institutionalizing security policies related to Ukraine and Israel
4. Improvements to internal military systems such as healthcare, compensation, and 

personnel management
5. A whole-of-govemment national security approach encompassing diplomacy, 

intelligence, and maritime security

Al Export Oversight and Advanced Technology High-Risk Country Restrictions Act (H.R. 
6875)
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(Summary of CRS Report)
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This report systematically outlines the U.S. legislative process from bill introduction through 
committee review, floor consideration, bicameral reconciliation, and presidential action. It 
emphasizes the committee-centered structure of Congress, procedural differences between the 
House and Senate, distinctive Senate practices such as the filibuster and cloture, and final 
decision-making mechanisms including conference committees and the presidential veto. 
Together, these elements provide a comprehensive overview of how U.S. legislation functions in 
practice and its political and institutional characteristics.

subsequent sections provide a detailed step-by-step explanation of the legislative process, 
including bill introduction and referral, committee consideration, House and Senate floor 
procedures, executive business in the Senate, resolution of differences between chambers, and 
presidential action.)

KIPEC BRIEFS is a monthly publication providing U.S. congressional legislative developments 
and local political news to KIPEC clients.

This legislation aims to restrict non-citizens from receiving federally funded welfare and 
assistance benefits, clarifying that federal benefits are primarily for U.S. citizens, deterring 
illegal immigration, and strengthening oversight of federal expenditures.

KIPEC is registered under FARA. This material is distributed by the Korea Inter-Parliamentary 
Exchange Center (KIPEC) on behalf of the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea. 
Additional information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Source: Congressional Research Service, Introduction to the Legislative Process in the U.S. 
Congress (Nov. 19, 2025)
Publication Date: December 29, 2025
Publisher: Korea Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Center (KIPEC)

U.S. Congressional Lawmaking Process
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EE ^AH E0| SE0| ES BEEOII gg£|B SB£ EE.

EE g-ES £¥011 Ai A|£BB ¥1“ ®A|(whip notices) ® UiB 

¥ SB ESB AMI g¥EE.

gSB oFEE BE EB¥ A|£BH BEE gg gAS BW B EB BE0| grHS££ Ai|ES0|g, MEE EE® 

VloHAiB BE EE 1HA|O|| CHE SEE ®2EE. EE 1HAIB BB (1) EE EA| SECmotion to proceed) AR SE 

B (2) ESEAI SECunanimous consent)^ 0IM01EE. EE gaoilAfe EE 1HA| EHI0||Ai£ 60S

4^E AIAIE £££|¥ S¥H m £E WS Eaoi 0|E® AiPIW IfegOI gg^AI =E 2g A|-AilE Ail 

“!|£|A| E2E, 0l¥ HIESE2£ S£(hold)£ HEEE.

EEE SaoilAHM ®E ¥SEE EES 2g0| 2££|A| ?M, EaaU EE E¥PI- EAIE OR ItegOI ME. 

EE ga 2S XXII@£Ai 2S)I= SB® AilEoFB 0IIEE EA« 2EEE. 16EE AiE££ MSAi =EE® 

AilW ¥ EE^ 0IS ° S^0||Ai 5BE 3(§g 60E)0| ggo|-E 0|° SMB 30AIE2B AilEEZ,

AMI Aliaa EEE Eh ¥gEE AilEW ¥ 2iE. 0| HE SB v ES K1B ES EE2S H^EE.
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4. 3® 5c eAtfExecutive Business in the Senate)

oig 2.1011^ (1) A|g OIAKJ1I ITO 2!£, (2) WA1I ZS^OII ITO H|£ § 6HAm.

5. ^botS! 21 321 0|2< ZSQCResolving Differences Between the Chambers)

/\

6. EHKPresidentiaI Action)

•Al: https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R42843?s=5&r=213

19^ CRShl- W2F& Introduction to the Legislative Process in the U.S. Congress®! 5H1IO|A|)
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** SZA1¥ 2O25t3 11 

■ 2TO 7!SL|Q,

ZW H|^o| go Abg 2|H¥ISW(Foreign Relations Committee) £Maa> HA| 2|0j|Aj TOOfe

M ^S°IS 3^o| 2 t^OI *2TO.

¥ S0| » SSI ¥§TO, ¥SE! ¥A| M £¥TO £j°|-ai TO0| £|W 0|a|

si zxg 'SS(ping-pong)' ^A|¥ 012 sj S0| S ¥S0ll WS *°|oH0|: EJSO|

ora ZSS B^ISaKconference committee)* SoH OIWWIHZ °¥L W*£ISTO SS °ISXB*£IS, 

conferees)^ ¥^£|D|, 4 S0IIA1 AHWS WTO> o|-S ¥ B¥VIS TOW A B*¥l

S TO°I A|A|® WaTO, 20(2 B*¥ISW aZA1 (conference report)^ WSSW.

tooi cHwmi Aiietni woHAfe &sw wsoi sto ^soii ww *woho|: m *^-wai tooi grsoiiAi w 

w bwto 2ml- stm soi #ch soiiai as* ama ARonm, a^i s ssoii chaw

a &waa Qizi* zgw ¥ m

£WS gJSOI ¥S0!l *°ITO, TO2 SWenrolled) *A® 21A1 2|§ ¥2f2a ¥l

AWS0-. LHMa All** Sa A|WS) *2** AUTO 10^ OILHOII A1§ 22 21¥S SAI- Ol¥l

W oiq-. chb^oi AiSora asa WSTO, oi-¥ zAia Wo|ai gfe swa S¥W°a 3*01 su TO WW 

11 2S SFM2a WTO 3¥01l2 01121(2*! ¥¥S)W ¥ 2¥L

AIS °IA|2 2W WSWa TOTO, VISW2 *2 A| S2WS IHWoH AfM 2TO0-. 2WW0IIA12 2 

E AI20I ¥ 2101 *aA1 *AHI WgTO, AITOW 3¥ BaA12 E2 TO222 IfeW. &S2 SAIW 

012101 qs AITO0II CHoH E®^‘A| *°ia m AIWoHIU, oai AITOW *O| A2|o(2 S W(enbloc) 

im

¥§TO,

lh*^oi toss sai-oi-s gr°is sza toto, w sow *toi ws 32ai2 om

TOS2 ¥^WTO TO2 SSa WSTO. WS A1IQ2 S>0l|2 as(public law number)-!I- 2WTO, 0l¥ 

Fn|W LHQSQCUnited States Statutes at LargeL Oil ¥*E!2.
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KIPEC : Legislative Updates from

The National Assembly of Korea

Key Legislative Passed in November

Partial Amendment to the Distribution

corrective action against hazardous products.

Partial Amendment to the Act on the Promotion 

Partial Amendment to the Framework Act on

KIPEC KIPEC ■ https://kipec.org
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shopping districts may be designated as Traditional 

Commerce Preservation Zones, where such 

restrictions apply to protect small and medium­

sized retailers.

Safety inspections will apply to overseas direct- 

purchase products, particularly children's products, 

and customs authorities may return or dispose of 

non-compliant products based on inspection results.

Partial Amendments to the Special Act on the 

Safety of Children's Products and the Framework 

Act on Product Safety

The amendments establish a legal basis for safety 

inspections of products directly purchased from 

overseas and authorize customs authorities to take

Industry Development Act

The amendment extends by four years the 

restriction on the establishment of corporate 

supermarket chains (SSMs) near traditional 

markets. Under current law, areas within a 1- 

kilometer radius of traditional markets and

The provision was first enacted on November 20, 

2015. After one extension, it is set to expire on 

November 23,2025. The amendment extends its 

validity to November 23,2029.

Housing

The amendment strengthens housing stability for 

vulnerable groups, It requires national and local 

governments to implement relocation measures, 

including the provision of public rental housing and 

support for housing and moving expenses, when 

safety or housing condition issues are identified.

of Cooperative Partnerships between Large

Enterprises and Small and Medium Enterprises 

The amendment expands the delivery price linkage 

system to reduce the burden on small and medium­

sized manufacturers facing rising energy costs.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit
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In November, the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea passed a total of 59 bills 

Key legislation is summarized below.

It includes major energy expenses as key cost items 

when they account for at least 10 percent of the 

delivery price and requires delivery prices to reflect 

significant changes in raw material and energy 

costs.
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Major News from the National Assembly of Korea - November

Meeting.

KIPEC KIPEC ■ https://kipec.org
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November 4November 1

November 17

November 13

November 23

This material is distributed by the Korea Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Center (KIPEC) on behalf of the National Assembly of the Republic of 

Korea. Additional information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C,

President Lee Jae-myung 

held a bilateral summit with 

President Xi Jinping of China 

during President Xi's visit to 

the Republic of Korea to 

attend the APEC Leaders'

National Assembly Speaker 

Woo Won-shik undertook 

official visits to Qatar and 

Viet Nam.

President Lee Jae-myung 

attended the G20 Leaders'

Summit and conducted 

official visits to the United

Approximately 100 

parliamentary leaders from the 

Republic of Korea and the four 

MIKTA member countries, 

including Mexico, Indonesia, 

Turkiye, and Australia, 

participated in the meeting, 

which was conducted across 

four sessions under the 

overarching theme, "Inclusive 

Parliamentary Leadership for a 

Future of Integration and 

Coexistence/'

The National Assembly of the 

Republic of Korea hosted the 

11th MIKTA Speakers' Meeting 

in Seoul.

President Lee Jae-myung 

delivered a policy address 

before the plenary session of 

the National Assembly of the 

Republic of Korea, presenting 

the government's proposed 

national budget totaling KRW

728 trillion for fiscal year 2026.

Arab Emirates, Egypt, South 

Africa, and Turkiye during a 

10-day overseas trip.

The Republic of Korea was 

officially confirmed as the 

host country for the 2028 

G20 Leaders' Summit,

The National Assembly 

convened a plenary session 

and approved 59 bills, including 

amendments to the Higher 

Education Act, the Distribution 

Industry Development Act, and 

the Children's Product Safety 

Act.
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