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On February 24, 2026 (local time), President Trump delivered his first official State of the Union address of his 
second term. The speech lasted approximately 1 hour and 50 minutes, making it one of the longest State of the 
Union addresses in history.

1. Congressional Schedule and News
2. Major Federal Legislative Developments
3. The Constitutional Authority of Congress and the Evolution of the Governance System of the District of 

Columbia (Summary of CRS Report)
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1. Economy: Emphasis on Achievements and Partisan Disputes

2. Immigration: Visible Partisan Tensions in Congress

3. Iran Policy: Maintaining a Hardline Stance While Pursuing Negotiations
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The President attributed rising prices to Democratic policy approaches and criticized Democrats for opposing 
last year’s tax cut and spending legislation, reflecting partisan divisions over economic policy ahead of the 
midterm elections.

Inflation data show that the annual inflation rate was 3.0% in January 2025 and 2.4% in January 2026. 
Meanwhile, a joint poll by The Washington Post, ABC News, and Ipsos found that 65% of respondents 
evaluated the administration’s handling of inflation negatively, while 32% evaluated it positively. This indicates 
that public perception of the economy remains divided despite moderating inflation trends.

He again referred to Iran as “the world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism,” underscoring continued pressure. 
However, the speech did not provide detailed explanations regarding specific agreement conditions, sanctions 
relief, or issues related to the Iranian regime.

Economic issues were addressed at the beginning of the speech. The President highlighted stock market 
performance, noting that markets were approaching record highs. However, his claim that he had “inherited 
record-level inflation” may vary in interpretation depending on the comparison period and criteria used.

The address took place amid a complex political and diplomatic environment, including low approval ratings on 
the economy, the upcoming November midterm elections, rising tensions with Iran, and a recent Supreme Court 
ruling invalidating reciprocal tariffs imposed by the administration.

During the section on immigration, visible partisan tensions emerged. President Trump asked members of 
Congress to stand if they agreed that “the first duty of the American government is to protect American 
citizens.” Many Democratic members did not stand, prompting criticism from the President.

There was also a verbal exchange involving Representative Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota). The episode illustrated 
the sharp partisan divide over immigration policy.

With U.S.-Iran talks scheduled in Geneva on the 26th, the address combined diplomatic intent with a 
reaffirmation of a hardline stance, while offering limited detail on policy direction.

Foreign policy discussions focused significantly on Iran. President Trump stated that negotiations with Iran are 
currently underway and expressed a preference for a diplomatic solution. However, he emphasized that Iran has 
not clearly declared it will “never possess nuclear weapons,” reiterating his position that Iran will not be 
allowed to obtain them.
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4. Supreme Court Tariff Ruling: Presidential Remarks

i Major Federal Legislative Developments

U.S. 250th Anniversary Congressional Time Capsule Act (S.3705)

SAVE America Act (S.1383)

Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply Act (H.R.3617)
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The President also addressed the recent Supreme Court ruling invalidating major tariff measures by his 
administration. He described the decision as “regrettable and disappointing.” However, his tone appeared more 
restrained compared to previous reactions to judicial decisions.

This bill amends the Department of Energy Organization Act to define critical energy resources—including 
critical minerals—as essential to the U.S. energy system and vulnerable to supply chain disruptions. It formally 
establishes securing a stable and adequate supply of such resources as a mission of the Department of Energy.

The bill requires documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when registering to vote in federal elections. It directs 
states to verify and remove non-citizens from voter rolls and requires presentation of valid photo identification 
when voting.

This law provides for the installation and burial of a congressional time capsule at the Capitol Visitor Center to 
commemorate the 250th anniversary of the United States in 2026. The contents will be jointly determined by 
bipartisan House and Senate leadership, including a joint letter. The capsule will remain sealed until July 4, 
2276, when the 244th Congress will determine its opening and future use.

This speech marked the first time the President appeared publicly with the Justices following the ruling. Four 
Justices attended the address: Chief Justice John Roberts, Justice Elena Kagan, Justice Brett Kavanaugh, and 
Justice Amy Coney Barrett. They did not publicly react during the speech.

Sponsor: Senator Rick Scott (R-Florida)
Passed by House and Senate: February 12, 2026

Sponsor: Representative John James (R-Michigan) 
Passed House: February 11, 2026

Sponsor: Senator Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) 
Enacted: February 18, 2026
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Financial Stability Oversight Council Designation Process Improvement Act (H.R.3682)

Consolidated Appropriations Act, Fiscal Year 2026 (H.R.7148)

(Summary of CRS Report)

Constitutional Authority and Governance Structure
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This omnibus appropriations act funds major federal departments for FY2026, including Defense, Health, 
Education, Transportation, and State. The Department of Homeland Security is funded through a temporary 
continuing resolution at prior-year levels. The law also extends authorities and programs related to the National 
Flood Insurance Program, cybersecurity, and immigration.

Congress retains ultimate legislative authority over D.C., regardless of its local governmental structure. Over 
time, Congress has established or approved various governance models, including municipal governments, 
territorial-style governments, and federally appointed commissions.

This bill strengthens procedural requirements before the Financial Stability Oversight Council (FSOC) may 
designate a non-bank financial company for Federal Reserve supervision. It requires prior consultation with the 
company’s primary regulator and mandates consideration of alternative measures before designation.

Since its establishment, Congress has continuously debated the appropriate scope of governance and self-rule in 
D.C. The relationship between Congress’s plenary authority and local autonomy has long been a subject of 
institutional and political debate.

The U.S. Constitution provides for the establishment of a federal district to serve as the nation’s capital. Article 
I, Section 8, Clause 17 grants Congress plenary legislative authority over the District of Columbia (D.C.), 
giving it a unique constitutional status distinct from states.

Sponsor: Representative Bill Foster (D-Illinois) 
Passed House: February 11, 2026

Sponsor: Representative Tom Cole (R-Oklahoma) 
Enacted: February 3, 2026

Constitutional Authority of Congress and the 
Evolution of Governance in the District of Columbia
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Historical Evolution of D.C. Governance
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Although D.C. operates under limited home rule, Congress retains authority over its budget and may review and 
nullify local legislation.

KIPEC is registered under FARA. This material is distributed by the Korea Inter-Parliamentary Exchange 
Center (KIPEC) on behalf of the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea. Additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Publication Date: February 25, 2026
Publisher: Korea Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Center (KIPEC)

1967-1973: Transitional Appointed Government
President Lyndon B. Johnson reorganized the government with an appointed mayor and council.

1973-Present: Home Rule Era
The District of Columbia Home Rule Act of 1973 established an elected mayor and council, creating limited 
self-government. However, Congress maintains ultimate authority, including budget oversight and the ability to 
overturn local laws.

KIPEC BRIEFS is a monthly publication providing updates on U.S. congressional legislation and 
developments.

1801-1871: Multiple Local Governments
The Organic Act of 1801 formally organized D.C., establishing separate local governments for Washington 
City, Georgetown, and Alexandria. Alexandria was retroceded to Virginia in 1846.

1790-1801: Establishment of the Capital
Under the Residence Act of 1790, land from Maryland and Virginia formed the federal district.

Source: Congressional Research Service (CRS), Governing the District of Columbia: Overview and 
Timeline (February 6, 2026).

1871-1874: Territorial Government
The Organic Act of 1871 consolidated the District into a single territorial-style government.

1874-1967: Presidential Commission Rule
Congress replaced the territorial government with a three-member commission appointed by the President.
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