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Major Political News - March

Ongoing DHS Budget Dispute and Partial Shutdown
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As of March 2026, the U.S. Congress continues to face a budget impasse over funding for the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), due to disagreements between the Senate and the House.

• The Senate passed a bipartisan bill excluding certain immigration enforcement agencies (such as ICE 
and Border Patrol).

• The House, however, rejected this approach and instead pushed for a temporary funding extension 
covering the entire DHS.

1. Congressional Schedule & News
2. Key Federal Legislative Developments
3. Changes in the U.S.-ROK Alliance and Key Issues in Congress (Summary of CRS Report)
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This disagreement has resulted in:

Details:

Meanwhile:

Impact:

Confirmation of New DHS Secretary

Key points:

Post-confirmation direction:
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• A funding gap
• Partial operational disruptions within DHS

• House Republicans argued the Senate bill fails to support core DHS functions.
• House leadership proposed an alternative bill extending funding for all DHS operations.

On March 23, 2026, the Senate confirmed Senator Markwayne Mullin (R-OK) as Secretary of Homeland 
Security.

• TSA employees are experiencing delayed pay, leading to absenteeism and attrition.
• Airport security wait times are increasing.
• The administration is considering mitigation measures, including payroll solutions and staffing support.

• The Senate bill includes funding for TSA, FEM A, and parts of CBP.
• Disagreements centered on immigration enforcement policies and reforms.
• Senator Andy Kim (D-NJ) noted the bill could pass the House if brought to a vote.

• Confirmation proceeded quickly after committee hearings.
• Concerns were raised, mainly by Democrats, about:

o Leadership qualifications
o Past statements and conduct

. Vote: 54-45
• Appointment followed the dismissal of the previous DHS Secretary by President Trump.

• Mullin has taken a more measured and institutional approach, focusing on:
o Congressional briefings
o White House coordination
o Internal communication

• While maintaining strict immigration policies, adjustments are being considered in implementation:
o Expanded use of judicial warrants
o Increased cooperation with local law enforcement
o Greater autonomy for DHS sub-agencies
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Challenges facing DHS:

• Organizational instability from prior leadership

m
W Key Federal Legislative Developments

1. U.S. Global Investment Attraction Act (S.2563)

2. Iran Sanctions Enhancement Act (H.R.1422)

3. FY2026 DHS Appropriations Act (H.R.7744)
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• Controversies over decision-making and contracting
• Criticism over politicization

• Status: Passed House (Mar 9, 2026)
• Sponsor: Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK)
• Summary:

Allocates funding for DHS operations, including:

• Ongoing debate over due process in deportation policies
• Declining public trust following a U.S. citizen death incident (Jan 2026)

• Status: Passed Senate (Mar 24, 2026)
• Sponsor: Sen. Todd Young (R-IN)
• Summary:

Requires a whole-of-govemment review to improve U.S. competitiveness in attracting foreign direct 
investment (FDI), including:

o Global investment trends
o Advanced technology sectors
o Supply chain and security risks

• Status: Passed House (Mar 17, 2026)
• Sponsor: Rep. Michael Lawler (R-NY)
• Summary:

Expands sanctions on foreign entities involved in Iran’s oil and petrochemical sectors, including: 
o Asset freezes
o Entry bans
o Penalties for sanction evasion
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Also strengthens:

4. Critical Minerals List Consolidation Act (H.R.755)

5. Small Business Tariff Relief Act (S.4038)

1. Overview

2. Role of Congress

• The alliance dates back to the Korean War and the 1954 Mutual Defense Treaty.
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Administration and oversight
Border and immigration
Disaster response 
Cybersecurity

The alliance is evolving from a North Korea-focused deterrence framework to a broader Indo-Pacific 
regional security partnership.

• Status: Passed House (Mar 4, 2026)
• Sponsor: Rep. Juan Ciscomani (R-AZ)
• Summary:

o Merges separate critical minerals lists managed by DOE and DOI 
o Improves coordination and update efficiency

o
o
o
o

• Status: Introduced
• Sponsor: Sen. Edward Markey (D-MA)
• Summary:

o
o
o
o

Exempts small businesses from certain tariffs 
Provides refunds for previously paid tariffs 
Prevents excessive price increases due to tariffs 
Strengthens consumer protection

U.S.-ROK Alliance: Key Issues (CRS Report Summary)

o Reporting requirements 
o Oversight mechanisms 
o Pilot program management
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Expansion areas:

Congress plays a role through:

3. Military Command Structure

Three main entities:

In wartime, CFC leads unified operations.

4. Key Issues in Congress

A. Strategic Flexibility

B. Burden Sharing
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• Advanced technology
• Economic security
• Global health

• NDAA legislation
• Hearings and oversight
• Monitoring readiness and extended deterrence

• USFK (U.S. Forces Korea)
• UNC (UN Command)
• CFC (Combined Forces Command)

• Expanding USFK role beyond the Korean Peninsula
• Ongoing debate since 2006 agreement
• Increasing alignment with Indo-Pacific strategy

Current forces:
o -28,500 U.S. troops in Korea
o -570,000 South Korean active personnel

• Korea contributes to U.S. troop costs via SMA agreements
• Recent agreements include:

o Inflation-linked adjustments
o Safeguards for wage continuity

• Debate continues over additional contributions proposed in 2025
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C. Extended Deterrence & Nuclear Debate

Joint measures include:

D. Shipbuilding Cooperation

Legal constraints remain on foreign shipbuilding for U.S. naval vessels.

Source

Publication Info
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CRS Report (March 16, 2026):
“U.S.-South Korea Alliance: Background and Issues for Congress”

• THAAD deployment (2016)
• Nuclear Consultative Group (2023)
• Strategic asset deployments

• U.S. provides nuclear umbrella under the alliance
• South Korea debates:

o Tactical nuclear redeployment
o Independent nuclear capability

• U.S. exploring cooperation with allies due to limited domestic capacity
• Areas of cooperation:

o Technology sharing
o U.S.-based investments
o Maintenance, repair, overhaul (MRO)

• Date: March 30, 2026
• Publisher: Korea Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Center (KIPEC)
• Monthly publication on U.S. congressional developments
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