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Key Legislative Passed in April

Partial Amendment to the Public Official

Election Act
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The amendment adjusts the number of local council 

members and electoral districts ahead of South 

Korea's 2026 local elections. It increases the number 

of local lawmakers, expands the use of multi­

member districts in more regions, and raises the 

proportion of proportional representation seats 

from 10% to 14% to better reflect party vote shares 

in local assemblies.

Partial Amendment to the Special Act on 

Support for Victims of Jeonse Fraud and 

Housing Stability

Jeonse is a unique Korean housing lease system in 

which tenants pay a large lump-sum deposit 

instead of monthly rent, with the deposit returned 

at the end of the lease period. The amendment 

introduces a minimum compensation system for 

victims of Jeonse fraud, allowing government 

support when recovered funds fall below one-third 

of the rental deposit. It also enables advance 

payment of support funds and expands access to 

public rental housing for victims unable to recover 

their homes after auction or public sale 

procedures. The law aims to reduce financial losses 

and strengthen housing stability for affected 

tenants.

2026 First Supplementary Budget Bill and

Revised Fund Management Plan

The supplementary budget was introduced to ease the 

impact of rising global oil prices and supply chain 

instability caused by the Middle East conflict, The 

National Assembly approved a revised budget of 

approximately KRW 25.17 trillion (USD 17.38 billion) to 

support households and affected industries. Key 

measures include expanded fuel subsidies for 

agriculture and fisheries, temporary 50% discounts 

on public transportation through the K-Pass program, 

support for fertilizer costs, stabilization of naphtha 

supply, and fuel assistance for coastal passenger and 

cargo ships. The additional budget is restricted to 

purposes related to high oil prices and supply chain 

risks.
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amendment bill.

infrastructure.
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April 2 April 3 April 10

April 13 April 17

President Lee Jae-myung 

delivered a policy speech at 

the National Assembly 

plenary session on a 

supplementary budget bill 

worth KRW 26.2 trillion.

National Assembly Speaker 

Woo Won-shik met with

Polish Prime Minister 

Donald Tusk to discuss 

cooperation in defense 

industries and

National Assembly 

Secretary General Kim Min- 

ki attended the spring 

session of the Association 

of Secretaries General of 

Parliaments (ASGP),

• The National Assembly 

held a ceremony 

commemorating the 107th 

anniversary of the

Provisional Assembly of the 

Republic of Korea.

This material is distributed by the Korea Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Center (KIPEC) on behalf of the National Assembly of the Republic of 

Korea. Additional information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Six political parties, 

including the 

Democratic Party of 

Korea, Rebuilding 

Korea Party, and 

Progressive Party, 

jointly introduced a 

constitutional

a

• The National Assembly 

passed a supplementary 

budget totaling KRW 26.2 

trillion during a plenary 

session.
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KIPEC BRIEFS No. 22

Major Trends in the U.S. Congress

Table of Contents

1. Congressional Schedule and News

Major Political Developments in May

Key Trends and Implications from Major U.S. Primary Elections

Reaffirmation of Trump’s Influence and Formation of General Election Dynamics in Battleground States

Particular attention was focused on:

Kentucky: Most Expensive Primary in History, Rep. Massie Defeated

One of the most closely watched races was the Republican primary in Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District.
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Representative Thomas Massie, who had served seven terms since 2012, lost by approximately 10 percentage 
points to former Navy SEAL candidate Ed Galline, who was endorsed by President Trump.

1. Congressional Schedule and News
2. Major Federal Legislative Developments
3. Artificial Intelligence (Al) and the Fourth Amendment (Summary of CRS Report)

The major U.S. state primary elections held on May 19 (local time) were viewed as an important political event 
that offered insight into internal party dynamics and the upcoming general election landscape ahead of the 
November midterm elections.

• Former President Donald Trump’s influence within the Republican Party,
• The political standing of anti-Trump Republicans,
• Electoral dynamics in key battleground states, and
• Democratic voter mobilization efforts.

With more than $32 million spent on advertising alone, the race became the most expensive House primary 
election in U.S. history.
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Louisiana: Incumbent Senator Eliminated in Republican Primary

Georgia: Battleground Competition Intensifies

In Georgia’s Republican gubernatorial primary:

advanced to a runoff election scheduled for June 16.

The Republican Senate primary also proceeded to a runoff between Mike Collins and Derek Dooley.

2
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On the Democratic side, former Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms won the gubernatorial primary outright 
with 56.2% of the vote, avoiding a runoff.

Meanwhile, high early-voting turnout among Democrats also attracted attention. Approximately one million 
Georgians participated in early voting, setting a new primary election record for the state.

Rep. Massie had twice voted against the Trump administration’s major budget and tax package known as the 
“Big Beautiful Bill.” He was also known for publicly disagreeing with Trump on issues such as:

Representative Julia Letlow, officially endorsed by Trump, received roughly 45%, while Louisiana State 
Treasurer John Fleming, a former White House official during Trump’s first administration, earned 
approximately 28%. The two advanced to a runoff election scheduled for next month.

Senator Cassidy was one of seven Republican senators who voted to convict Trump following the January 6 
Capitol riot. His defeat is viewed as another sign of the strong influence of pro-Trump voters within the 
Republican Party.

It also marked the first time since Senator Richard Lugar of Indiana in 2012 that an incumbent elected 
Republican senator lost in a primary election.

• Releasing Jeffrey Epstein-related documents, and
• Opposing military action against Iran and Venezuela.

• Lieutenant Governor Burt Jones, endorsed by Trump, and
• Healthcare executive Rick Jackson

The result is widely interpreted as evidence that Trump’s endorsement still carries significant influence in 
Republican primaries.

In Louisiana’s Republican Senate primary, Senator Bill Cassidy received only about 25% of the vote and 
finished third, eliminating him from the race.

These developments indicate that both parties view Georgia as a critical battleground in the 2026 midterm 
elections.
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Among early voters:

The results demonstrated both:

Overall Assessment

Overall, the May primaries highlighted several emerging trends for the 2026 midterm elections:

2. Major Federal Legislative Developments

Advanced Semiconductor Export Control Enhancement Act (S.1473)

3
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This represented a complete reversal from the 2022 midterm primaries, when Republicans led by roughly 15 
percentage points. Analysts interpret this as evidence of increased Democratic voter enthusiasm following 
Trump’s return to office.

In Pennsylvania, Democratic candidates endorsed by Governor Josh Shapiro secured primary victories in all 
three competitive House districts where they will challenge Republican incumbents:

Some observers also viewed the outcome as an early test of Shapiro’s national political standing ahead of 
potential 2028 presidential ambitions.

• About 57% selected Democratic ballots,
• About 42% selected Republican ballots.

• Governor Shapiro’s growing influence within the Democratic Party, and
• The Democratic Party’s active strategy to regain control of the House of Representatives.

• Continued dominance of Trump within the Republican Party,
• Weakening political standing of anti-Trump Republicans,
• Intensifying competition in battleground states such as Georgia and Pennsylvania, and
• Strong Democratic voter mobilization.

• Brian Fitzpatrick (1 st District),
• Ryan Mackenzie (7th District), and
• Scott Perry (1 Oth District).

Pennsylvania: Shapiro’s Influence Confirmed, Democrats Launch 
House Strategy
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Key provisions include:

Nationwide Investment Promotion Act (H.R.2066)

Its objectives include:

The law:

U.S. Manufacturing Financial Support Act (H.R.3174)

4
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This bill was introduced to address the illegal transfer of advanced Al semiconductors to U.S. competitors and 
adversaries.

The bill aims to strengthen enforcement of export controls and prevent the unlawful transfer of advanced 
semiconductor and Al technologies for national security purposes.

The bill expands loan assistance for small and medium-sized manufacturers operating production facilities in 
the United States.

• Supporting small businesses in rural and low-income areas,
• Encouraging investment in semiconductors and advanced technology sectors.

The legislation seeks to expand private-sector investment in regional economies and strategic industries across 
the United States.

• Raises borrowing limits for Small Business Investment Companies (SBICs),
• Excludes certain strategic-sector investments from lending caps,
• Permits institutional investors such as university endowments and foundations to participate more 

actively.

Signed into Law (May 19, 2026)
Sponsor: Representative Daniel Meuser (R-Pennsylvania)

Passed Senate (May 21, 2026)
Sponsor: Senator Mike Rounds (R-South Dakota)

Passed House (May 13, 2026)
Sponsor: Representative Roger Williams (R-Texas)

• Establishing a whistleblower system for reporting export-control violations,
• Creating an online reporting platform,
• Providing protections and rewards for whistleblowers.
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Major provisions include:

The bill also increases financial support for:

Pipeline Safety Enhancement Act (S.2975)

This comprehensive energy infrastructure bill strengthens safety oversight for pipelines transporting:

The legislation:

China Taiwan Invasion Deterrence Act (H.R.8693)

The proposal requires advance preparation of sanctions targeting:

5

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/27/2026 3:53:02 PM

Introduced
Sponsor: Representative Young Kim (R-Califomia)

• Chinese government entities,
• Financial institutions,
• Energy companies,

This bill establishes a framework for immediate U.S. economic sanctions if China attempts military or 
economic coercion against Taiwan.

• Creating a formal definition of “manufacturer,”
• Significantly increasing Small Business Administration (SB A) guaranteed loan limits,
• Allowing manufacturers to borrow up to $10 million.

• Working capital,
• Supply chains, and
• Export-related activities.

• Reauthorizes funding for the Pipeline and Elazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA),
• Expands risk-based inspections,
• Enhances cybersecurity measures,
• Improves disaster preparedness and internal information-sharing systems.

Passed Senate (May 4, 2026)
Sponsor: Senator Ted Cruz (R-Texas)

• Natural gas, 
. Oil,
• Hydrogen, and
• Carbon dioxide.
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Emerging Legal Issues and Congressional Considerations

(Summary of CRS Report)

Legal experts are also paying close attention to Al’s potential impact on criminal justice systems, including:

Al and Fourth Amendment Data Collection

6
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Generally, government searches require warrants issued by courts, although exceptions may apply in emergency 
situations.

Federal, state, and local law-enforcement agencies are reportedly using artificial intelligence (Al) in certain 
operations. In response, Congress and state legislatures have begun considering legislative approaches 
addressing Al use in law enforcement.

Chatbot conversations and user data generated through Al services are increasingly being used as evidence in 
criminal investigations. U.S. law-enforcement agencies have reportedly sought or obtained ChatGPT 
conversation records in cases involving:

The Fourth Amendment protects individuals against unreasonable government searches and seizures and 
safeguards privacy and property rights.

• Technology firms, and
• Logistics companies.

• Arson,
• Fraud, and
• Vandalism.

It also calls for coordination with allies and measures to mitigate economic disruptions, with the goal of 
strengthening deterrence and economic security preparedness.

• Admissibility of Al-generated evidence,
• Al use in sentencing,
• Al-powered robotic policing, and
• Fourth Amendment privacy concerns.

3. Artificial Intelligence (Al) and the Fourth 
Amendment
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Reverse Warrants and Al Chatbot Data

Examples include:

This case drew attention because it involved direct use of chatbot conversations as investigative evidence.

AI Surveillance Systems and Vehicle Tracking

AI-powered surveillance systems have significantly expanded investigative capabilities.

7
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Traditionally, under the Supreme Court’s “third-party doctrine,” information voluntarily shared with third 
parties receives limited privacy protection. As a result, conversations and data shared with AI companies may 
potentially fall outside constitutional privacy protections.

Although federal courts have not yet ruled directly on the constitutionality of reverse warrants involving AI 
chatbot data, some courts have expressed concern that geo fence warrants may resemble unconstitutional 
“general warrants” prohibited by the Fourth Amendment because they may sweep up data from innocent 
individuals unrelated to crimes.

In 2025, federal authorities reportedly obtained a warrant seeking ChatGPT account information and IP records 
in a child exploitation investigation.

The key constitutional question is whether chatbot conversation records qualify as private information protected 
under the Fourth Amendment.

Law-enforcement agencies are increasingly using “reverse warrants,” which identify suspects by analyzing data 
held by technology companies rather than targeting known individuals first.

Although no federal court has yet directly ruled on the privacy status of chatbot conversation records, debate 
over the issue is expected to intensify as AI services become increasingly widespread.

Automatic License Plate Readers (ALPRs), which automatically collect and analyze vehicle plate and location 
information, are increasingly being combined with AI systems capable of identifying and tracking vehicles with 
specific characteristics.

However, in Carpenter v. United States (2018), the Supreme Court ruled that sensitive digital data such as 
cellphone location information may still receive Fourth Amendment protection.

In some cases, authorities recovered conversation records through seized mobile phones; in others, they directly 
requested data from AI companies.

• Geofence warrants requesting location data for devices near a crime scene,
• Warrants seeking users based on search terms or chatbot conversations.
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However, some courts warn that combining:

Such developments may ultimately conflict with Fourth Amendment privacy protections.

Congressional Considerations and Future Outlook

Just as earlier technologies such as:

Congress has previously attempted to balance digital privacy and law-enforcement needs through laws such as:

8
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Source: Congressional Research Service (CRS), “Artificial Intelligence and the Fourth Amendment: Two 
Emerging Legal Issues, ’’published May 5, 2026.

Federal courts have generally allowed ordinary ALPR use on the grounds that public license plate information 
carries limited privacy expectations.

could evolve into forms of mass surveillance capable of monitoring long-term movement patterns, social 
relationships, and lifestyle behaviors.

generated constitutional debates, Al-based surveillance and data collection may similarly challenge existing 
privacy protections.

Some federal judges have suggested that Congress should enact new privacy legislation addressing these 
technological changes.

The report concludes that the expansion of Al technologies is likely to continue creating new Fourth 
Amendment privacy issues.

The report concludes that a major future policy question will be whether Congress establishes new legal 
standards governing Al surveillance and data usage or leaves these issues primarily to judicial interpretation 
through court decisions.

• The Stored Communications Act (SC A), and
• The Privacy Protection Act.

• Wiretapping,
• GPS tracking,
• Thermal imaging, and
• Electronic surveillance

• Al,
• Facial recognition, and
• Automated tracking technologies
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3 CNN, "Louisiana Primary Election Results 2026,"

https://www.cnn.com/election/2026/primaries/louisiana7admin1 =22

&election-data-id=2026-SR&election-painting-mode=single-party-

candidates&filter-key-races=false&filter-flipped=false&filter-

remaining=false&selected-admin1 -tab-id = primary-statewide.

CNN, "Kentucky Primary Election Results 2026," 

https://www.cnn.com/election/2026/primaries/kentucky 

2 ABC News, "Kentucky 2026 Live Primary Election Results," May 20,

2026, https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/kentucky-2026-live-primary-

election-results/story?id = 132581024.
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