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Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia

By Feras Dalatey and Timour Azhari
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DAMASCUS - Former Loyalists to Bashar al-Assad who fled Syria after the dictator's fall are funneling millions of dollars to tens of 

thousands of potential fighters, hoping to stir uprisings against the new government and reclaim some of their lost influence, a 

Reuters investigation has found.

From exile in Moscow, ex-intel chief Kamal Hassan and Assad cousin Rami Makhlouf are spending millions of dollars 

in competing efforts to build fighting forces that would lead a revolt along Syria's coast. They are also vying for control 

of a network of 14 underground command rooms stocked with arms and ammunition that were built in the 

dictatorship's last days. Syria's government has deployed another former Assad insider - a childhood friend of the new 

president - to neutralize the plotters.
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Rami Makhlouf (left) portrays himself as a messianic figure. Kamal Hassan (right) believes Alawites must take up arms to defend themselves. REUTERS/Illustration/Catherine Tai; 

Source photos: REUTERS/Stringer and Facebook

https://www.reuters.com/iiivestigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billioiiaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-nissia-2025-12-05/
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One prize for Hassan and Makhlouf is control of a network of 14 underground command rooms built around coastal Syria toward the 

end of Assad's rule, as well as weapons caches. Two officers and a Syrian regional governor confirmed the existence of these

concealed rooms, details of which appear in photos seen by Reuters.
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Two of the men once closest to Assad, Maj. Gen. Kamal Hassan and billionaire Rami Makhlouf, are competing to form militias in 

coastal Syria and Lebanon made up of members of their minority Alawite sect, long associated with the Assad family, Reuters found. 

All told, the two men and other factions jostling for power are financing more than 50,000 fighters in hope of winning their loyalty.

Assad's brother, Maher, who is also in Moscow and still controls thousands of former soldiers, has yet to give money or orders, said 

the four people close to the Assads.
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Assad, who escaped to Russia last December, is largely resigned to exile in Moscow, say four people close to the family. But other 

senior figures from his inner circle, including his brother, have not come to terms with losing power.

https://wwwxeuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/
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Annsar Shahhoud, a researcher who studied the Assad dictatorship
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A view over the mountains in Syria's Latakia province, where many of the Alawite minority live. Two rival insiders from the time of Assad's rule are plotting to incite uprisings in the 

coastal region. REUTERS/Stringer

Hassan, who was Bashar's military intelligence chief, has been tirelessly making calls and sending voice messages to commanders 

and advisors. In them, he seethes about his lost influence and outlines grandiose visions of how he would rule coastal Syria, home to 

the majority of Syria's Alawite population and Assad's former powerbase.

Makhlouf, a cousin of the Assads, once used his business empire to fund the dictator during the civil war, only to run afoul of his more 

powerful relatives and wind up under years of house arrest. He now portrays himself in conversations and messages as a messianic 

figure who will return to power after ushering in an apocalyptic final battle.

Hassan and Makhlouf did not respond to requests for comment for this report. Bashar and Maher Assad couldn't be reached. Reuters 

also sought comment from the Assad brothers through intermediaries, who didn't reply.
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"This competition continues now, but instead of the goal being to please Assad, the focus is on finding 

his replacement and controlling the Alawite community."
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To counter the plotters, Syria's new government is deploying another former Assad loyalist - a childhood friend of new President 

Ahmed al-Sharaa who became a paramilitary leader for Assad and then switched sides mid-war after the dictator turned against him.

The task of that man, Khaled al-Ahmad, is to persuade Alawite ex-soldiers and civilians that their future lies with the new Syria.

Details of the scheming are based on interviews with 48 people with direct knowledge of the competing plans. All spoke on condition

of anonymity. Reuters also reviewed financial records, operational documents, and exchanges of voice and text messages.

"This is an extension of the Assad regime's power struggle," said Annsar Shahhoud, a researcher who studied the dictatorship for 

more than a decade. "This competition continues now, but instead of the goal being to please Assad, the focus is on finding his 

replacement and controlling the Alawite community."

From their exiles in Moscow, Hassan and Makhlouf envision a fractured Syria, and each wants control of the Alawite-majority areas. 

Both have spent millions of dollars in competing efforts to build forces, Reuters found. Their deputies are in Russia, Lebanon and the 

United Arab Emirates.
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For now, the prospects of a successful uprising seem low.
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The Lebanese Interior Ministry and the Russian Foreign Ministry did not respond to requests for comment. A UAE official said its

government is committed to preventing the use of its territory for "all forms of illicit financial flows."

An uprising could destabilize Syria's new government as the United States and regional powers throw their support behind Sharaa, 

the former al-Qaeda commander who toppled Assad last December and is now navigating a fractured political landscape. It would 

risk igniting another round of deadly sectarian violence, which has roiled the new Syria over the past year.

* J

The governor of the coastal region of Tartous, Ahmed al-Shami, said Syrian authorities are aware of the outlines of the plans and

ready to combat them. He confirmed the existence of the command-room network as well, but said it has been weakened.

Chief plotters Hassan and Makhlouf are virulently at odds with one another. Their hopes are fading to win backing from Russia, once 

Assad's most powerful political and military supporter. Many Alawites in Syria, who also suffered under Assad, mistrust the pair. And 

the new government is working to stymie their plans.
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"We are certain they cannot do anything effective, given their lack of strong tools on the ground and their weak capabilities," al-Shami 

told Reuters in response to questions about the plotting.
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Students stand on the toppled statue of the late Syrian dictator Hafez al-Assad. The Assad family's rule continued with his son, Bashar, who was overthrown by rebel forces in 

December 2024. REUTERS/Ammar Awad
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The exiles don't appear to have mobilized any forces yet. Reuters could not confirm the fighter figures or determine specific action 

plans. Tartous governor Al-Shami said potential fighters numbered in the tens of thousands.

In interviews, the people closest to the plotters said they're aware that tens of thousands of Syrian Alawites could face violent 

retribution if they implement their plans against the new Sunni-dominated leadership. The new government took power after

emerging victorious a year ago in the nearly 14-year civil war that plunged the country into sectarian bloodshed.

In March, nearly 1,500 civilians were killed across the Mediterranean coast by government-affiliated forces after a failed uprising in an 

Alawite town. Both Hassan and Makhlouf promise to protect Syria's Alawites from the insecurity that has continued since March, 

including near-daily killings and kidnappings.

In a brief statement in response to the Reuters findings, the government's Alawite point man al-Ahmad said the "work of healing - of

uprooting sectarian hatred and honoring the dead - remains the only path toward a Syria that can live with itself again."
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Hassan claims control of 12,000 fighters, while Makhlouf claims control of at least 54,000, according to their factions' internal

documents. Commanders on the ground said fighters are paid a pittance and taking money from both sides.
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U.S. President Donald Trump meets Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in May this year. The United States has thrown its support behind Sharaa, a 

former al-Qaeda leader who ended 50 years of Assad family rule. Saudi Press Agency/Handout via REUTERS



One of Hassan's top military coordinators told Reuters that fighting is the only way to restore Alawite dignity.
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An Alawite woman sits with her belongings in the grounds of the Russian-run Hmeimim Air Base, in Latakia, western Syria, after the killings of nearly 1,500 Alawites in March. 

Russia's access to the base has continued uninterrupted under Sharaa's government. REUTERS/Stringer

Neither Makhlouf nor Hassan were behind the protests, but rather a cleric who opposes both men and publicly called on people to 

demonstrate peacefully. Makhlouf attacked the cleric the next day in a social media post, saying, "all these movements will only bring 

calamity, for the time is not yet right."

-g

lx

"We are lucky that only this number of our people have died so far," said the coordinator, a former Assad-era military intelligence 

officer who is now in Lebanon. "Perhaps thousands more will die, but the sect must offer up sacrificial lambs" to defend the 

community.
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Alawite anger toward the new government erupted on November 25, when thousands took to the streets in Homs and coastal cities. 

They demanded more autonomy, the release of detainees, and the return of abducted women. The protests marked the first large- 

scale demonstrations Syria had witnessed since Assad's fall.

https://www.reuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/
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A damaged Alawite house in the Syrian city of Jableh, with graffiti reading: "Cod is Great," "Syria is free" and "long live Syria." The neighborhood came under heavy attack in 

March, when nearly 1,500 Alawites were killed by pro-government forces. The deaths marked a turning point for the two men plotting uprisings from exile. REUTERS/Stringer
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Syria After Assad: The "new Syria" emerges after a dynasty's collapse
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Clothes and a doll hang on the balcony of a building damaged during a campaign by government-affiliated militias that targeted the Alawites in March. Since then, Syria's new

government has brought in an ex-Assad insider to promote jobs and security in the coastal regions. REUTERS/Stringer

According to January 2025 documents seen by Reuters, Assadist forces drew up initial plans to build a paramilitary force of 5,780 

fighters and supply them from the subterranean command rooms. These are essentially large storerooms equipped with arms, solar 

power, internet, GPS units and walkie-talkies.

For the plotters, "this network is Treasure Island, and they are all boats trying to reach it," said one of the people, a commander who 

monitors the readiness of the rooms.

Al-Shami, the Tartous governor, said the network is real but poses little danger. "These centers have been significantly weakened 

since the liberation," he said. "There is no concern about their continued existence."

Nothing came of that early plan, and the command rooms - along a spine in coastal Syria about 180 kilometers from north to south -

remain operational but essentially idle, according to two people with knowledge of them and photos seen by Reuters.
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One photo showed a room with five stacked crates, three of which were open to reveal a collection of AK-47s, ammunition and hand 

grenades. The room also held three desktop computers, two tablets, a set of walkie-talkies, and a power bank. In the center was a 

wooden table topped with a large map.
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AN ASSAD FAMILY FEUD
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Then came the failed uprising on March 6. An Alawite unit operating independently ambushed security forces from the new Syrian 

government in rural Latakia, killing 12 men and capturing more than 150, according to a brigadier general who was involved with the 

ambush and has since left for Lebanon.

"The most fertile ground was the military," the retired commander said. "Thousands of young men from the sect had been

conscripted into the army, which was dissolved in December, and they suddenly found themselves exposed."

It was on March 9 that Makhlouf started calling himself "The Coast Boy," declaring in a statement that he had been entrusted with a 

divine mission to help Alawites. "I'm back, and blessed be the return," the statement read. It did not mention that he was in Moscow.

The new Syrian government says hundreds of its security forces died in the fighting that followed - a claim largely echoed by the pro­

Assad fighters. The brigadier general said 128 pro-Assad forces died in the uprising, which was quelled by the new government. The 

insurgency sparked reprisals that killed nearly 1,500 Alawites.

The Assadist exiles neither started nor commanded the uprising, according to the officers who were there, but those days marked a 

turning point. They began to organize.
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As senior military officials and ranking government figures escaped abroad in December 2024, many mid-level commanders 

remained in Syria. Most fled to the coastal regions dominated by Alawites, a Muslim minority that makes up a little over 10% of Syria's 

population. Those officers started recruiting fighters, according to a retired commander involved in the effort.

https://www.reuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-mssia-2025-12-05/
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When Assad's victory seemed assured in 2019, Makhlouf publicly claimed credit. Soon after, Assad seized Makhlouf's businesses.

ostensibly because they were indebted to the state, and put him under years of house arrest.

Makhlouf dominated Syria's economy for more than two decades, with holdings estimated by the British government at well over a 

billion dollars in industries as varied as telecoms, construction and tourism. He used his money to fund Syrian army units and allied 

militias during the civil war, which broke out in 2011.

Makhlouf now lives on a private floor in a luxurious Radisson hotel in Moscow under tight security, according to nine aides and 

relatives. He quotes frequently from the Quran. They said he became deeply religious during house arrest, using the time in isolation 

to write a three-volume series on Islamic lore and interpretation.

Rami Makhlouf, seen here in a screenshot from his Facebook account, was placed under house arrest by his cousin, former Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, after Makhlouf 

claimed credit when victory for Assad in the civil war seemed assured in 2019. Source: Screenshot via Facebook

Makhlouf escaped to Lebanon in an ambulance the night of December 8, 2024, as Damascus fell to Sharaa's rebels. Makhlouf's 

brother Ehab also tried to flee that night in his Maserati, but was shot to death near the border and robbed of millions of dollars he 

was carrying in cash, according to four close associates of the family and a customs officer with direct knowledge of the events.

Reuters could not independently verify the events of that night.
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Hassan and Khalil didn't reply to requests for comment about their role in transferring money.
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"There is nothing wrong with taking some cash from these whales who sucked our blood for years."
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The UAE official said the government maintains strict oversight over its economic sectors and fully "supports Syria's efforts to 

safeguard its security, stability, and sovereignty over all territories."

The documents show the money is tunneled through two prominent Syrian officers who reunited with Makhlouf in Moscow: Suhail 

Hassan and Qahtan Khalil, who both held the rank of major general. Hassan and Khalil claimed to have created a force for Makhlouf 

totaling what they said were 54,053 willing fighters, including 18,000 officers, organized into 80 battalions and groups in and around 

the cities of Homs, Hama, Tartous and Latakia. Many rank-and-file soldiers conscripted under Assad, however, gave up fighting when 

his government fell.

Using trusted business administrators in Lebanon, the UAE and Russia, Makhlouf is transferring money to Alawite officers for salaries 

and equipment, according to a financial manager and receipts and payroll tables seen by Reuters.
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One of his financial managers told Reuters that Makhlouf has spent at least $6 million on salaries. Payroll tables and salary receipts 

created by financial aides to Makhlouf in Lebanon claimed he spent $976,705 in May, and that one group of 5,000 fighters received 

$150,000 in August.

An Alawite girl sits on a luggage trolley in the grounds of the Russian-run Hmeimim Air Base after the coastal killings in March. In talks with Syria's new government, Russia has 

prioritized keeping control of the base. REUTERS/Stringer
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According to Makhlouf's Facebook posts and WhatsApp messages to associates, he believes God gave him money and influence so 

he can play a messianic role in a Shiite prophecy involving the battle of Armageddon in Damascus. In his interpretation, the 

apocalypse will arrive after the end of U.S. President Donald Trump's term. He publicly calls Sharaa "Al Sufyani," the prophecy's chief 

villain, who dies when a fissure in the earth swallows his army.

https://www.reuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/
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Another of the five commanders derided Makhlouf as trying to buy Loyalty with "crumbs of money."

All five said they had accepted money from both Makhlouf and Hassan, the spy chief. They saw no issue with overlapping paymasters.

BE PATIENT'
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They have also been in discussions with smugglers in Syria for new weapons. People familiar with the discussions said they didn't 

know if new weapons were actually purchased or delivered.

Altogether, the five local military leaders said they command about 12,000 men in various stages of readiness. One of them told 

Reuters the time wasn't yet right for action.

"Thousands of Alawites, whether former Syrian soldiers or civilians dismissed from state jobs, live in extreme poverty," one of the men

said. "There is nothing wrong with taking some cash from these whales who sucked our blood for years."

Hassan ran the Assad dictatorship's military detention system, which was notorious for extorting money at scale from prisoners' 

families, according to a 2024 United Nations report about the system. A Reuters investigation this year found it was Hassan who 

proposed moving a mass grave containing thousands of bodies in 2018 to the Dhumair desert outside Damascus to hide the scope of 

the Assad government atrocities.
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The total force numbers are real, according to five leaders of military groups in Syria who are on Makhlouf's payroll and lead about a

fifth of his following. But Makhlouf's funding falls short of their needs, amounting to just $20 to $30 a month per fighter.

In addition, Makhlouf's staff has sought to provide weapons. They have mapped the possible location of dozens of caches hidden 

during the Assad era totalling a few thousand firearms, according to schematics Reuters viewed. These stockpiles are separate from 

the hidden command rooms.
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A local military leader who took money from both Makhlouf and Hassan
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"Be patient, my people, and don't surrender your arms. I am the one who will restore your dignity."

Kamal Hassan, addressing commanders in an April WhatsApp voice message
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A
This portrait of Kamal Hassan was posted on January 18, 2024, on a Facebook page he unofficially funded. Hassan and his rival, Rami Makhlouf, have both launched social media 

campaigns promoting their work for Syria's Alawites. Source: Screenshot via Facebook

According to Hassan's operations coordinator in Lebanon, Hassan has spent $1.5 million since March on 12,000 fighters in Syria and 

Lebanon.

Hassan ultimately took up residence in a three-story villa in suburban Moscow, according to an officer who met him over the summer. 

Since then, he has seen Maher al-Assad once and maintains close ties with Bashar's Russian protectors, according to the two people 

aware of Hassan's movements.

"Be patient, my people, and don't surrender your arms. I am the one who will restore your dignity," he said in another WhatsApp voice

message from April that appeared aimed at commanders. Two recipients confirmed the message was from him.
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In mid-year, a charity called the "Development of Western Syria" announced its creation and said it was funded by "the Syrian citizen 

Maj. Gen. Kamal Hassan," according to one of its initial Facebook posts. Three officers linked to Hassan and a manager in the

organization described it as a humanitarian cover so Hassan could build influence among Alawites.

Abandoned by Assad's disintegrating army, Hassan fled first to the UAE's embassy in Damascus and then took refuge in the Russian 

embassy in December 2024 for nearly two weeks. He was infuriated at what he perceived as ill-treatment by his hosts, who provided a

single room with just one hard chair to sit on, according to two people close to him.

"Kamal Hassan is not one to sit on a wooden chair for days!" he said in one WhatsApp voice message to his inner circle from this 

spring, reviewed by Reuters.

https://wwwxeuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-cliief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25, 1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

I



....

r •”
X

J

7
JI.■L.^kk

JBQ
JF« J

THE OTHER ASSAD

A potential key player in attempts to instigate an uprising is Maher al-Assad, the ex-dictator's younger brother.

15/28
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The engineer said former spy chief Hassan plans a multifaceted attack to reclaim his place in Syria. "Major General Kamal knows that 

war is not only on the ground but on every front," he said.

Over the summer, Hassan also recruited about 30 hackers once affiliated with his military intelligence branch, according to an aide in 

Moscow and one of the hackers, a computer engineer. Their orders were to carry out cyberattacks against the new government and 

plant spyware in its computer systems.

By September, Syrian government datasets that the engineer said his team stole were for sale on the dark web for $150 to $500. 

Reuters found several of the sets he identified online, including databases with staff details for the communications and health 

ministries.

A screenshot from a propaganda video of Kamal Hassan (left) was posted on a Facebook account he unofficially funded. The former spy chief has also funded a charity in Lebanon 

(right), which announced aid for displaced Syrian Alawites in September. Source: Screenshots via Facebook

Maher controlled both a business empire and the most powerful unit of the Syrian military, the 4th Armored Division. Under him, 

according to research by the U.S. think tank New Lines Institute, the division gained power and financial independence that made it 

akin to a state within a state - to the point where it received its own sanctions from the United States, Britain and the European 

Union.

In August, the charity paid $80,000 to shelter 40 Syrian Alawite families, according to an announcement of its first action. That same

month, Hassan sent $200,000 in cash to 80 officers in Lebanon, according to a payroll document seen by Reuters.
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A senior division commander, now in Lebanon, said Maher's financial empire remains largely operational except for his alleged sales 

of Captagon, an illicitly produced amphetamine. His assets are believed to be stashed in shell companies both inside and outside 

Syria, according to a businessman close to him.

The commander said while Bashar al-Assad is focused on his private life and businesses, Maher still wants influence in Syria. The 

younger brother cannot fathom how the children of Hafez al-Assad, the dictatorship's founder, could be forced out of Syria, he said.
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This banner, pictured in 2014 at the height of Syria's civil war, featured Syria's President Bashar al-Assad (left), his brother Maher (right), and their late father Hafez (center). 

Bashar and Maher are now in exile in Russia. REUTERS/Khaled al-Hariri
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Al-Malla did not respond to requests for comment about his role as a mediator.
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Two division officers say many of its 25,000 fighters, both inside and outside Syria, still consider Maher al-Assad their commander 

and he can mobilize them if he gives the order.

Russia has so far withheld support for Hassan and Makhlouf, according to six people with direct knowledge of the exiles' attempts to 

win over the Kremlin. While Moscow is harboring the exiles, the Russian government has been clear that its priority is continued

access to the military bases it still operates in coastal Syria, according to two diplomats familiar with Russia's position.

Syria’s President Ahmed al-Sharaa and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands during an October meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow. Since Sharaa’s visit to Moscow, there

have been no further meetings between Russian officials and the men plotting against the Sharaa government. Pool via REUTERS

Makhlouf isn't seeking the Assads' backing: Publicly, he has derided his cousins as "the fugitives." Hassan, relying on years of

personal ties and collaboration with the Assads, is appealing for Maher's support, according to three senior sources in both camps.

During the visit, Sharaa raised the issue of Hassan and Makhlouf with the Russian government, said al-Shami, the Tartous governor. 

Al-Shami said Russia - and, separately, Lebanon - "expressed their willingness to increase coordination and prevent any activity by 

these individuals within their territories." He was unaware of any meetings the plotters may have had with Russian officials.

In bidding for Russian help, one key figure is a senior Syrian officer, Ahmed al-Malla, who has had Russian citizenship since early in 

the civil war. Al-Malla brokered separate informal meetings in Moscow beginning in March between Russian officials and Hassan and 

Makhlouf's two Russia-based deputies, according to handwritten minutes from one meeting seen by Reuters. According to the notes, 

the Russians told the exiles: organize yourselves, and let us see your plans.
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But the meetings between Russian officials and the exiled Syrian factions have grown infrequent, said two people with direct 

knowledge of their scheduling. They said there have been none since President Sharaa visited Moscow in October to secure Kremlin 

support.
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"The family regard Hafez al-Assad as a god, and Maher is trying to build on that, but he has not moved so far," the commander said.

https://www.reuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-mssia-2025-12-05/
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Like Makhlouf, al-Ahmad believed he was responsible for Assad's victory in the civil war. Assad gave al-Ahmad much the same

treatment as his cousin, stripping him of privileges and ordering him drafted, according to two aides.

Reuters reviewed WhatsApp voice messages from al-Ahmad in late 2024 in which he told key military officials that it was futile to

stick with the losing dictator and promised clemency if they abandoned him and prevented a bloodbath.

There are indications that Makhlouf, whose business accounts have been frozen due to international sanctions, is having cash flow

problems. October salaries have yet to arrive, according to three people with knowledge of the transfers.

In his statement to Reuters, al-Ahmad said his objective as the government fell in December was to prevent more bloodshed, but 

acknowledged being unable to fully "spare Syrians from further loss, or from the sectarian shadows that continue to darken our 

society."

Al-Ahmad fled to Cyprus, and then, in 2021, visited northwestern Syria's Idlib to meet up with his old friend, Sharaa, according to 

accounts from three people who have worked with both men. They discussed Sharaa's plan to topple Assad, according to the three 

people. It materialized in December 2024.

Since the March killings, the Damascus government has relied on a point man to counter the plotting: Khaled al-Ahmad, a childhood 

friend of President Sharaa.
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An Alawite, al-Ahmad was once in Assad's inner circle. He served as a shadow diplomat and a founder of the National Defense 

Forces, Assad's largest allied paramilitary.
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One of the diplomats said Sharaa's meeting at the Kremlin "sent a signal to Alawite insurgents: There was no one abroad coming to 

save them."

https://wwwxeuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/
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Khaled al-Ahmad, during a meeting in May with Syria's defense minister. The former Assad insider switched sides after the dictator turned against him. Source: Syrian Defense 

Ministry via Facebook
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Alawites protest for more autonomy and the release of detained members of their community in the coastal city of Latakia late last month. REUTERS/Stringer
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Today al-Ahmad is Syria's most powerful Alawite, moving between a Beirut penthouse overlooking the sea and a fortified villa in 

Damascus.

https://www.reuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/
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An Alawite woman holds a sign at the November protests in Latakia: "No to sectarian cleansing. No to displacement." REUTERS/Stringer

They'll be ready when needed, he said, but so far he sees no side worth choosing.

The Reuters Daily Briefing newsletter provides all the news you need to start your day. Sign uo here.

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles. 
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In late October, the Interior Ministry announced the arrest of a coastal cell it said was funded by Makhlouf that was plotting to 

assassinate journalists and activists. In all, Tartous governor al-Shami said, the number of arrests of people linked to Makhlouf and 

Hassan was in the dozens.

Reporting by Feras Dalatey and Timour Azhari. Photo editing by Marie Semerdijian. Illustration and design by Catherine Tai. Edited by Lori Hinnant and 

Peter Hirschberg.

Along that same coast, stockpiles of gear are quietly gathering dust in underground rooms, according to the field commander, who 

personally keeps watch over several of them.

"His role is considered crucial in fostering trust between the Alawite community and the new government," said al-Shami, the Tartous 

governor.

-g

lx

Four aides said al-Ahmad is funding and coordinating job creation and economic development because he believes they are the 

solution to the destabilizing high unemployment that followed the fall of Assad, when the army was dissolved and Alawites lost 

government posts.

https://www.reuters.com/iiivestigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billioiiaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-nissia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25, 1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

[ 1. 
V

■ • * *

•



Suggested Topics:

Investigates J)
How to contact Reuters securely

Contact us

Read Next

JM &

14

Sponsored Content Oianomi Advertise Here [>

Play Podcast

Go Behind the Scenes on the Path to IPO

■•FA SCCUtlV'CS Listen Now

21/28

t

Sponsored by 

Charles Schwab

How to Freeze Your Credit 
—and Why It Matters

New Power E*TRADE Pro, 
A Desktop Trading 
Platform Tailored To You.

Sponsored by

E*TRADE from Morgan Stanley

Investigations

In Trump 2.0, MAGA-aligned influencers and media emerge as the new mainstream 

November 8, 2025

Investigations

A narrow Pacific waterway is at the heart of US plans to choke China's vast navy 

October 31, 2025

Investigations

Inside the Trump family's global crypto cash machine

October 28, 2025

Investigations

Meta is earning a fortune on a deluge of fraudulent ads, documents show 

November 6, 2025

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25,1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM



Investigations >

December 5, 2025

December 3, 2025

December 2, 2025

December 1, 2025

November 26, 2025

November 20, 2025

Sponsored Content Oianomi Advertise Here [>

a
to

Sponsored by MFS

22/28

, i 
t »

■

Sponsored by E*TRADE 
from Morgan Stanley

Get Our '25 Tax 

Checklist Now

Sponsored by Savant Wealth 
Management

Dos and Don'ts When 

You Get an 

Inheritance

Sponsored by Charles 
Schwab

Timely Market

Perspectives Clients

Need

Toggling Tabs to 

Trade? Customize 

Workspace With New 

Power E*TRADE Pro

Investigations

How China's civilian fleet is rehearsing to take Taiwan

Investigations

Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia

Investigations

China floods the world with gasoline cars it can't sell at home

i

Investigations

'If you aren't lying, you aren't flying.' Airline pilots hide mental health struggles

Investigations

Trump promised retribution. He delivered.

Investigations

Band of brothers: how the war crushed a cohort of young Ukrainians

When Opportunity

Strikes, Take Action

Sponsored byCME Group

How to Manage the 

High Cost of Kids

Sports

Sponsored by Charles
Schwab

J '

https://www.reuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25,1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

I K A m —»n/-»m/■»t-nt

R



Sponsored Content □ianomi Advertise Here

♦
A

E*TRADE from Morgan Stanley Charles Schwab Fisher Investments

T. |Charles Schwab CME Croup

Wellington Management Northern Trust

2025 Year-End Tax

Latest Browse

WorldHome

Authors Business

Topic Sitemap Markets

Archive Sustainability

Article Sitemap Legal

Breakingviews
Media

Technology

CM Videos
Investigations

Pictures
Sports

Graphics
Science

a Podcasts
Lifestyle

About Reuters

About Reuters 

Advertise with Us 

Careers 

Reuters News Agency 

23/28

Savant Wealth
Management

How to interpret 

today's uncertain

Real Estate Investing: 

5 Mistakes to Avoid

Where Risk Meets

Opportunity

Could a family office 

helo vou naviaate

a;

Edelman Financial
Engines

How to Manage the High Cost of 

Kids Sports

5 Retirement Income 

Strategies - Plus Get 

Edelman's Free Review

https://www.reuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25,1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

Toggling Tabs to Trade? Customize 

Workspace With New Power 

E*TRADE Pro

How Savvy Investors Pay for

Healthcare in Retirement [Free 

Guide]

0

5
l-



Brand Attribution Guidelines 

Reuters and Al 

Reuters Leadership 

Reuters Fact Check

Reuters Diversity Report 

Commercial Disclosure (Japan) 

Stay Informed

Download the App (iOS) 

Download the App (Android) 

Newsletters

Subscribe

Information you can trust

Follow Us

LSEG Products

Workspace 

Data Catalogue 

Browse an unrivalled portfolio of real-time and historical market data and insights from worldwide sources and experts.

World-Check 

Advertise With Us  Advertising Guidelines Purchase Licensing Rights 

All quotes delayed a minimum of 15 minutes. See here for a complete list of exchanges and delays.

© 2025 Reuters. All rights reserved

24/28

Access unmatched financial data, news and content in a highly-customised workflow experience on desktop, web and 

mobile.

Screen for heightened risk individual and entities globally to help uncover hidden risks in business relationships and human 

networks.

Reuters, the news and media division of Thomson Reuters, is the world's largest multimedia news provider, reaching billions 

of people worldwide every day. Reuters provides business, financial, national and international news to professionals via

desktop terminals, the world's media organizations, industry events and directly to consumers.

-g

o

Cookies  Terms & Conditions Privacy  Copyright  Digital Accessibility  Corrections Data Disclosure and Sources  

Site Feedback  Opt Out of Targeted Advertising

https://wwwxeuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-cliief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25, 1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

x O © c 03 ©



25/28

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25, 1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

https://wwwxeuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM



26/28

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25, 1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

https://wwwxeuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM



27/28

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25, 1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

https://wwwxeuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM



28/28

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM
12/6/25, 1:50 PM Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia I Reuters

https://wwwxeuters.com/investigations/assads-exiled-spy-chief-billionaire-cousin-plot-syrian-uprisings-russia-2025-12-05/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:38 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:36 AM

at Outlook

Re: Request for correction

It seems my PDF of the article did not go through as an attachment. Please see attached.

To whom it may concern:

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:36 AM

On behalf of the Foundation for the Development of Western Syria, whom I represent via my public 
affairs firm, I’m writing to request a correction in the story published by Reuters on 5 December 2025 by 
Messrs. Dalatey and Azhari.

Best,
Milan

Since its inception, the Foundation for the Development of Western Syria has been dedicated 
exclusively to a humanitarian mission: advancing inclusive governance for all Syrians and safeguarding 
the rights and security of all Syrian minorities, including Christians, Alawites, Druze, Kurds, and Sunni 
moderates.

1 attachment (1 MB)

Assad's exiled spy chief and billionaire cousin plot Syrian uprisings from Russia  Reuters-compressed.pdf;

From: Milan Dalal <milan@tigerhillpartners.com>
Date: Saturday, December 6, 2025 at 1:46 PM
To: "fmour.azhari@tr.com" <timour.azhari@tr.com>, "lori.hinnant@tr.com" <lori.hinnant@tr.com>,
"brian.moss@thomsonreuters.com" <brian.moss@thomsonreuters.com>,
"peter.hirschberg@thomsonreuters.com" <peter.hirschberg@thomsonreuters.com>
Subject: Request for correction

Milan V. Dalal

Founder & Managing Partner

Tiger Hill Partners LLC

Email: Milan@tigerhillpartners.com

Mobile:+1(515) 451-9590

Tiger Hill Partners

Disseminated by Tiger Hill Partners, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the Foundation for the 
Development of Western Syria through Joseph E. Schmitz PLLC. More information is on file with the 
Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

From Milan Dalal <Milan@tigerhillpartners.com>

To timour.azhari@tr.com <timour.azhari@tr.com>; lori.hinnant@tr.com <lori.hinnant@tr.com>;
brian.moss@thomsonreuters.com <brian.moss@thomsonreuters.com>; peter.hirschberg@thomsonreuters.com
< peter.hirschberg@thomsonreuters.com>
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We look forward to your response.

Tiger Hill Partners

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 9:44:36 AM

On behalf of the Foundation, we respectfully ask that Reuters update the article to correct this 
falsehood. The Foundation remains committed to its lawful mission of protecting minorities in Syria.

The allegation published by Reuters on 5 December 2025 - claiming that the Foundation, described as 
“Western Syria Development,” is funded by an individual (“Major General Kamal Hassan”) with ulterior 
motives - is false. The purported evidence cited in the article, a Facebook post, is based on a 
mistranslation of Arabic. The proper translation of the Arabic post says that this individual funded a 
humanitarian campaign, not the Foundation. This individual is not and has never been a member of the 
Foundation, is not a donor to the Foundation, and is not involved in its governance.

Milan V. Dalal

Founder & Managing Partner 

Tiger Hill Partners LLC 

Email: Milan@tigerhillpartner

Mobile: +1 (515) 451-9590

Best,
Milan
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at Outlook

Re: Request for correction

Dear Milan,

Kind regards,

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/08/2025 2:22:45 PM

Thank you for your email message. We plan to publish a correction regarding the translation of 
the Facebook post issued by the “Development of Western Syria” charity, which you mention in 
your email. The story will be updated accordingly.

Best,
Milan

We stand by our reporting that the charity is a humanitarian cover for Maj. Gen. Hassan to build 
influence among the Alawite community in Syria. We will note in the update of the story that you 
deny that the charity is being used by Maj. Gen. Hassan as a front and will quote you by name.

The correction will note that the accurate translation of the Facebook post is that one of the 
“Development of Western Syria” charity’s first initiatives to shelter Alawites in Lebanon was 
funded by Maj. Gen. Kamal Hassan.

From: "Al Daalati, Mohamed Firas" <MohamedFiras.AIDaalati@thomsonreuters.com> 
Date: Monday, December 8, 2025 at 5:50 AM
To: Milan Dalal <milan@tigerhillpartners.com>
Subject: RE: Request for correction

I should note that we tried to contact the charity twice during our reporting through its “Contact 
Us” web page, but received no reply.

Tiger Hi! I Partners

Disseminated by Tiger Hill Partners, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the Foundation for the 
Development of Western Syria through Joseph E. Schmitz PLLC. More information is on file with the 
Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Milan V. Dalal
Founder & Managing Partner 
Tiger Hill Partners LLC
Email: Milan@tigerhillpartners.com
Mobile: +1 (515)451-9590

Thank you, Mr. Dalatey, for the response. To be accurate, this was not one of the charity’s “first 
initiatives” but one of its many initiatives. The Foundation maintains that it is not being used as a front by 
Maj. Gen. Hassan.

From Milan Dalal <milan@tigerhillpartners.com>

To Al Daalati, Mohamed Firas <MohamedFiras.AIDaalati@thomsonreuters.com>
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External Email: Use caution with links and attachments.

To whom it may concern:

We look forward to your response.
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Since its inception, the Foundation for the Development of Western Syria has been dedicated 
exclusively to a humanitarian mission: advancing inclusive governance for all Syrians and safeguarding 
the rights and security of all Syrian minorities, including Christians, Alawites, Druze, Kurds, and Sunni 
moderates.

On behalf of the Foundation, we respectfully ask that Reuters update the article to correct this 
falsehood. The Foundation remains committed to its lawful mission of protecting minorities in Syria.

On behalf of the Foundation for the Development of Western Syria, whom I represent via my public 
affairs firm, I’m writing to request a correction in the story published by Reuters on 5 December 2025 by 
Messrs. Dalatey and Azhari.

The allegation published by Reuters on 5 December 2025 - claiming that the Foundation, described as 
“Western Syria Development,” is funded by an individual (“Major General Kamal Hassan”) with ulterior 
motives - is false. The purported evidence cited in the article, a Facebook post, is based on a 
mistranslation of Arabic. The proper translation of the Arabic post says that this individual funded a 
humanitarian campaign, not the Foundation. This individual is not and has never been a member of the 
Foundation, is not a donor to the Foundation, and is not involved in its governance.

Feras Dalatey
Reuters News

Milan V. Dalal

Founder & Managing Partner

Tiger Hill Partners LLC

Email: Milan@tigerhillpartners.com

Mobile: +1 (515) 451-9590

Best,
Milan

Tiger Hill Partners


