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According to reporting in Greek media, senior military officials from Israel. Greece, and Cyprus 

have discussed forming a joint rapid response force of roughly 2.500 troops. Israel and Greece 

would each contribute about 1,000 soldiers, with Cyprus providing around 500. Each country 

would assign an air force squadron, supported by Israeli and Greek naval vessels, including 

submarines.
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The force would be positioned across Israel, Cyprus, and key Greek islands such as Rhodes and 

Karpathos. Its mission would focus on rapid response to crises, protection of maritime routes, 

and defense of underwater energy infrastructure. The sabotage of the Nord Stream pipelines in

2022 showed how exposed such infrastructure can be. Eastern Mediterranean gas fields and 

pipelines face similar risks.
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• Israel, Greece, and Cyprus are weighing a joint 2,500-troop rapid response force across

land, sea, and air.

• The force would protect the eastern Mediterranean energy infrastructure and deter 

hostile actions.

• All three states are democratic US partners with close security ties to Washington.

• The initiative strengthens American deterrence without requiring new US troop 

deployments.

• Cooperation supports postwar planning for Gaza and broader regional stability.

The emerging plan by Israel. Greece, and Cyprus to form a joint military force in the eastern 

Mediterranean signals a serious shift in regional defense cooperation. Faced with mounting 

pressure from Turkey's military buildup and its aggressive posture toward neighbors, these 

three democracies are choosing coordination over isolation. This effort matters far beyond the 

region itself. By linking three reliable democratic allies into a forward security grouping, the 

United States gains a stronger partner structure to deter threats against Western interests, 

protect critical energy routes, and stabilize a volatile corridor between Europe and the Middle 

East.
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Turkey's expanding military footprint in the eastern Mediterranean, along with its involvement in 

Syria and its confrontations with Greece and Cyprus, has driven growing concern among 

regional democracies. Ankara's disputes over maritime boundaries, coupled with President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan's hostile rhetoric toward Israel, have raised fears of miscalculation.

A joint military force focused on protecting pipelines, ports, and offshore platforms reduces 

the risk of sabotage or coercion. Energy security remains national security for the United 

States and its allies. By supporting partners that guard these assets, Washington strengthens 

resilience across allied economies.

This arrangement allows the United States to reinforce regional security without placing 

additional American forces on the ground. Instead, it relies on capable partners that already 

train with US forces, use compatible equipment, and share intelligence. The result is a forward 

response capability that supports American interests at lower political and military cost.

The eastern Mediterranean has become a key energy corridor linking Middle Eastern gas 

reserves to European markets. Israel's gas production, Cyprus's offshore resources, and 

Greece's transit role form a connected system. Disruption to this system would ripple through 

European economies and affect global energy markets.

For Israel, cooperation with Greece and Cyprus provides depth beyond its immediate borders. 

For Greece and Cyprus, a partnership with Israel adds proven military capacity and intelligence 

cooperation. Together, they create a balanced counterweight that discourages unilateral action 

by Turkey without escalating into open confrontation.

From Washington's perspective, this cooperation is a net gain. Israel, Greece, and Cyprus are all 

stable democracies aligned with the United States on core security interests. A coordinated 

force among them strengthens deterrence against hostile actors that challenge Western 

influence, including state and nonstate threats.
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Greece and Cyprus have shown interest in contributing to reconstruction and stabilization 

efforts once conditions permit. Close coordination among democratic partners raises the odds 

that any future arrangements will exclude terrorist groups and support civilian governance. This 

aligns with US goals of preventing Gaza from returning to a base for extremist violence.

What sets this initiative apart is the nature of the partners involved. Israel, Greece, and Cyprus 

share democratic systems, professional militaries, and long-standing ties with the United 

States. Their cooperation rests on shared values and shared threat assessments.

This grouping sends a clear message. Democratic states in the eastern Mediterranean are 

prepared to defend themselves, protect shared resources, and stand together against 

intimidation. That message reinforces US credibility and strengthens deterrence across a 

sensitive region.

The possible formation of a joint Israel-Greece-Cyprus military force represents a meaningful 

step toward a more secure eastern Mediterranean. It protects vital energy infrastructure, 

discourages aggression, and supports postwar stability efforts tied to Gaza. For the United 

States, it brings three dependable democratic allies into closer alignment as a forward response 

team against threats to Western security. In a region often marked by fragmentation, this 

cooperation stands as a practical model of shared defense and responsible leadership.
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The discussions around this force have occurred alongside renewed diplomatic engagement 

between Israel and Greece, including meetings involving senior Israeli security officials. These 

talks have covered regional security and postwar planning for Gaza.
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This material is distributed by Clock Tower X LLC on behalf of the State of Israel. Additional information is available at the 

Department of Justice, Washington, DC.
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