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Key Takeaways

For nearly half a century, the government of Iran has supported and carried out 

attacks that murdered Americans across the Middle East and beyond. Since the 1979 

Islamic Revolution, Iranian leaders and their proxy militias have used bombings, 

kidnappings, assassinations, and attacks on U.S. forces and civilians as tools of policy. 

These actions have killed hundreds of American service members and civilians and 

injured many more. The issue remains central to U.S. national security and to the 

stability of the Middle East, particularly for allies such as Israel. Understanding this 

record helps explain why American administrations across several decades have 

treated the Iranian regime as a major sponsor of terrorism.

1. Key Takeaways

2. Iran's Role as a State Sponsor of Terrorism

3. Major Attacks Against Americans

4. Proxy Militias and Regional Influence

5. Continuing Threats to Americans

6. Conclusion

• Iran's government has backed terrorist attacks

(https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2026/03/the-iranian-regimes-decades-

of-terrorism-against-american-citizens/)that killed or injured many American 

citizens and U.S. service members over several decades.

• Iranian proxy groups such as Hezbollah carried out major bombings 

(https://edition.cnn.com/world/middleeast/beirut-marine-barracks-bombing-

fast-facts)that targeted U.S. embassies and military personnel.

• The United States government has long identified 

(https://www.congress.goV/event/115th-congress/house-

event/108155/text)lran as the world's leading state sponsor of terrorism.

• Attacks linked to Iran include the 1983 Beirut Marine barracks bombing, the

1996 Khobar Towers bombing (https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Overseas
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Major Attacks Against Americans
Several major terrorist attacks tied to Iran shaped U.S. policy in the Middle East.
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The U.S. government states that Iran has played a direct role in attacks 

(https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/Q6/iranian-and-iranian-backed-attacks-

against-americans-1979-present/)against Americans since the establishment of the 

Islamic Republic in 1979. According to the White House, Iran has killed 

(https://www.ajc.org/news/iranian-regimes-war-on-america-four-decades-of-

targeting-us-forces-and-citizens)and injured more Americans through terrorist 

activity than any other regime in the world.

Iran uses several tools to carry out these actions. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps, often called the IRGC, trains and funds proxy organizations across the Middle 

East. These groups act as armed partners for Iranian goals. Hezbollah in Lebanon is 

one of the most well-known examples. Iran provides money, weapons, training, and 

intelligence to such organizations.

This network allows Iran to influence conflicts in the region while avoiding direct 

confrontation with the United States. The strategy has led to repeated attacks on U.S. 

interests, military bases, and diplomatic facilities.

One of the deadliest occurred in 1983 in Beirut, Lebanon. A truck bomb 

(https://www.marines.mil/News/Marines-TV/videoid/634642/dvpTag/Beirut/)struck a

U.S. Marine barracks, killing 241 American service members. Investigations and later 

court rulings linked the attack to Hezbollah, which operated with Iranian support and 

direction.
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Operations/Article/2671211/25-vears-later-remembering-khobar-towers-

bombing/), and many attacks on U.S. forces in Iraq.

• Iran continues to support armed groups and militias that threaten American 

interests and allies such as Israel and Gulf nations.

• U.S. policy toward Iran has often focused on sanctions, military deterrence, and 

actions meant to stop attacks against Americans.

Iran's Role as a State Sponsor of 
Terrorism
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Proxy Militias and Regional Influence
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These incidents form part of the long record cited by American officials when 

describing Iran as a leading sponsor of terrorism.

Another attack took place in 1996 at the Khobar Towers housing complex in Saudi 

Arabia. A massive truck bomb killed 19 U.S. Air Force personnel and injured 

hundreds of others. U.S. officials concluded that members of a Saudi Hezbollah 

group backed by Iran carried out the bombing.

Hezbollah in Lebanon remains the most powerful of these organizations. It has 

received Iranian funding and weapons for decades. The group has carried out attacks 

against Israeli targets and maintained a large arsenal of missiles aimed at Israel.

Iran's strategy often relies on partner militias across the Middle East. Groups in 

Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen receive support from Tehran. This structure allows 

Iran to influence conflicts across the region.

Iranian-backed militias also targeted

(https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/Q8/action-on-another-front-strikes-on-pro-

tehran-militias-in-

iraq/#:~:text=Following%20Hamas's%200ctober%207%20atrocities,its%20Shia%20militias'%20lranian%20patror

troops during the Iraq War. These groups used roadside bombs and rockets supplied

or designed by Iranian forces. U.S. officials stated that these attacks killed hundreds

of American service members during the conflict.

Caption: The explosion of the Marine Corps building in Beirut, Lebanon on October 23,
1983 created a large cloud of smoke that was visible from miles away. Photo by: 
Official USMC Photo PhotolD: 2001101810128
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U.S. officials argue that Iran's actions have not stopped. The government continues 

to support armed groups and maintain networks capable of targeting Americans.
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The record of Iranian involvement in attacks against Americans spans decades and 

multiple regions (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans). From the 

Beirut Marine barracks bombing to militia attacks in Iraq, these incidents shaped 

American policy toward the Iranian regime. U.S. leaders argue that Iran's support for 

proxy militias and terrorist organizations poses a continued threat to American 

citizens and allies.

At the same time, Iran continues to expand its missile program and support proxy 

groups throughout the Middle East. U.S. policy has focused on sanctions, military 

deterrence, and cooperation with regional partners such as Israel to counter these 

activities.

Understanding this history helps explain current operations by the United States and 

Israel against Iran. Policymakers often point to these events when discussing 

sanctions, military deterrence, and regional alliances. For Americans seeking to 

understand the conflict, the key point remains clear: the actions of the Iranian regime 

against U.S. citizens have played a major role in shaping Middle East policy for more 

than forty years.

Recent reports highlight attempts by Iranian operatives to plan attacks against 

American officials and citizens. Law enforcement agencies have disrupted several 

alleged plots in recent years.

These militias also threaten U.S. allies. Israel faces regular threats from Hezbollah and 

other Iranian-backed organizations along its borders.

Iran has also detained American citizens and dual nationals. These cases often 

become diplomatic disputes between Washington and Tehran.
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In Iraq, Iranian-backed militias gained influence during and after the war against ISIS. 

Some of these groups attacked U.S. bases with rockets and drones. American 

officials say Iran uses these groups to pressure U.S. forces and influence Iraqi politics.
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The confrontation between the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran did not 

begin in 2026 with military strikes or battlefield operations. Its origins reach back 

nearly half a century to the events of the 1979 Islamic Revolution. When Iran's 

revolutionary leadership seized the American embassy in Tehran and held U.S. 

diplomats hostage for more than a year, the new regime made its position clear. 

Anti-American ideology was not simply rhetoric. It became a core element of the 

Iranian state's political identity and foreign policy. Over the decades that followed, 

this ideology translated into actions through proxy warfare, terrorism, and attacks on 

U.S. forces and citizens across the Middle East.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Revolution That Changed U.S.-lran Relations

3. The Hostage Crisis: The First Direct Confrontation

4. From Rhetoric to Action
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Key Takeaways

Within months of the revolution, this ideological hostility turned into a global crisis.
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The new government defined itself in opposition to Western influence and especially 

to the United States. Revolutionary ideology portrayed America as a hostile power 

that had supported the Shah and interfered in Iranian affairs.

• The modern conflict between the United States and Iran began during the 

Iranian Revolution.

• The Iran hostage crisis marked the first direct confrontation between the new 

Iranian regime and the United States.

• Iranian leaders institutionalized anti-American ideology, including the slogan 

"Death to America."

• Iranian military organizations and proxy groups have been linked to attacks 

that killed (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans)hundreds 

of American service members and civilians.

• The long history of confrontation provides

(https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/why-now)the strategic background for 

later events such as Operation Epic Fury.

Before 1979, the United States and Iran were strategic partners 

.(htt ps://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve04/d164 )i ntheMiddle

East. That relationship ended during the Iranian Revolution, when the monarchy of 

Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi collapsed and was replaced by an Islamist regime led 

by Ruhollah Khomeini.

On November 4, 1979, Iranian militants stormed the U.S. embassy in Tehran, 

beginning the Iran hostage crisis

(https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/short-history/iraniancrises). Fifty-two

American diplomats and citizens were held captive for 444 days.
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Relations



From Rhetoric to Action

A Conflict That Spans Generations
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This long timeline helps explain why later events, including the military campaign 

known as Operation Epic Fury, did not emerge in isolation. They developed within a 

broader conflict that began in 1979 and continued through multiple phases of 

escalation.

After the revolution, anti-American slogans became a common feature of Iranian 

political life. The phrase (https://www.iranintl.com/en/202506053274)"Death to 

America" appeared regularly in rallies, speeches, and state media.

During the Iraq War, U.S. military commanders stated that Iranian-supplied weapons 

and training contributed to the deaths of hundreds of American service members.

These militias operated in countries including Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen. 

American officials have repeatedly linked Iranian-backed groups to attacks against 

U.S. forces and diplomatic personnel.

The attacks (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans)bv Iran and 

Iranian proxies on the United States and its citizens has now lasted nearly five 

decades. American administrations from both political parties have viewed Iran's 

regional activities and support for terrorist groups as a central security challenge in 

the Middle East.

Over time, the conflict expanded beyond rhetoric. Iranian institutions such as the 

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps built networks of allied militias across the 

Middle East. Through these groups, Iran developed a strategy of proxy warfare that 

allowed it to challenge the United States without direct conventional confrontation 

(htt ps://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/funding-proxies).

The crisis permanently damaged relations between Washington and Tehran. 

Diplomatic ties were severed, economic sanctions were imposed, and the two 

countries entered a confrontation that has continued for decades.
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The seizure shocked the world and violated long-standing diplomatic norms. Instead 

of quickly resolving the crisis, Iran's revolutionary leadership used it as a political 

symbol of hatred against the United States.



Friends for Peace About Factsignal Quick Links

About

Evidence & Verification

Hamas's Record Through Time

Comparative Studies

Copyright © Factsignal All rights reserved

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/11/2026 10:33:49 PM

Exposing Propaganda and
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The struggle between the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran has deep 

historical roots. It began with the revolutionary upheaval of 1979 and the hostage 

crisis that followed. From that moment forward, ideological hostility toward the 

United States became embedded in the Iranian regime's worldview.

This material is distributed by Clock Tower X LLC on behalf of the State of Israel. Additional information is available at the 

Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Over nearly half a century, this hostility moved from slogans to strategy, producing a 

long series of confrontations that attacked American citizens, soldiers, and allies 

across the Middle East. Understanding this history is essential for explaining why 

tensions have persisted for decades and why events such as Operation Epic Fury are 

part of a conflict that has been unfolding since the birth of the Islamic Republic.
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In recent years, two powerful figures who shaped violent Islamist movements met 

the same fate: targeted elimination during U.S.-led military operations. One led a 

terrorist caliphate responsible for mass atrocities across the Middle East and beyond. 

The other ruled a murderous Islamic state that funded terrorists, armed proxy forces, 

and threatened democratic allies for decades. The deaths of these two leaders 

marked defining moments in the struggle against extremist ideologies that 

destabilized regions and endangered civilians worldwide. Both occurred during the 

presidency of Donald Trump and were viewed by supporters of strong

counterterrorism policy as decisive actions against major sources of global instability.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The End of the ISIS Caliph

3. The Killing of Iran's Supreme Leader

4. Why These Events Were Significant

5. Conclusion

Decade's Major Blows to Global 
Extremism
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The End of the ISIS Caliph

The Killing of Iran's Supreme Leader
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His death symbolized the collapse of ISIS's territorial ambitions and dealt a severe 

blow to the organization's leadership structure.

Ali Khamenei ruled (https://www.ipost.com/opinion/article-888962)the Islamic 

Republic from 1989 until his death in 2026. As the country's highest authority, he 

directed Iran's political system and wielded ultimate control over the military, 

including the powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

The United States led a multinational coalition that dismantled 

(https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/1999751/us-forces-kill-isis- 

founder-leader-baghdadi-in-syria/)the territorial "caliphate." In October 2019, U.S. 

special operations forces raided Baghdadi's compound in northwest Syria. During the 

operation, Baghdadi detonated a suicide vest while fleeing into a tunnel, ending the 

rule of the man who had built ISIS into a global jihadist movement.

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi built one of the most brutal terrorist organizations of the 

modern era. As the self-declared "caliph" of the Islamic State, known as ISIS 

(https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/timeline-the-rise-spread-and-fall-the-islamic  

state), he led the group as it seized large parts of Iraq and Syria beginning in 2014. 

Under his leadership, ISIS carried out mass executions, enslaved minorities such as 

the Yazidis, destroyed cultural heritage sites, and organized terrorist attacks 

worldwide.

• The leader of the terrorist organization Islamic State, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 

was killed (https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/NEWS-ARTICLES/News-Article-

View/Article/2004560/central-command-chief-gives-details-on-baghdadi-

raid/)in a U.S. special forces raid in 2019.

• Iran's supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, was killed

(https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4418826/hegseth-

says-epic-furv-goals-in-iran-are-laser-focused/)in a joint U.S.-lsrael strike 

during Operation Epic Fury on February 28.

• Both leaders oversaw networks linked to violence, proxy warfare, and attacks 

across the Middle East.

• Their removal disrupted extremist organizations and demonstrated the 

willingness of the United States and Israel to strike top leadership responsible 

for regional aggression.
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Why These Events Were Significant
The two leaders represented very different forms of Islamist terrorist power.
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Despite these differences, both figures stood at the top of systems responsible for 

death and violence far beyond their borders. Removing them did not eliminate the 

ideologies they promoted, yet it disrupted command structures and forced their 

organizations into periods of instability and transition.

Their removal did not end the broader struggle against radical ideologies. Yet these 

operations demonstrated that the United States and its allies were willing to target 

the highest levels of leadership responsible for spreading violence and destabilizing 

the Middle East and global security.

The strike targeted a gathering of high-ranking officials and destroyed the 

compound where he was located. Iranian state media confirmed his death the 

following day and announced a national mourning period.

The deaths of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and Ali Khamenei marked two major moments 

in the global fight against extremist forces that threaten democratic societies and 

regional stability. Each represented a different pillar of militant Islamist power, one 

through a terrorist caliphate and the other through a revolutionary state structure.

Khamenei led a revolutionary Islamic state that supported terrorist proxies 

(https://www.cfr.org/articles/irans-regional-armed-network)across the Middle East, 

including groups in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen.

The operation triggered major regional consequences, including retaliation by 

Iranian forces and the eventual appointment of his son, Mojtaba Khamenei, as the 

country's new supreme leader.
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On February 28, 2026, Khamenei was killed during a coordinated wave of U.S.—Israeli 

airstrikes against senior Iranian leadership targets in Tehran as part of Operation 

Epic Fury.

Baghdadi headed a non-state terrorist movement that tried to build a global 

caliphate through terror and conquest.

Both wanted and needed warfare and violence to maintain power and their deaths 

are a blow to their ideology and bloodshed, and hopefully lead to a more peaceful 

and secure world.
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Key Takeaways

For nearly half a century, the government of Iran has supported and carried out 

attacks that murdered Americans across the Middle East and beyond. Since the 1979 

Islamic Revolution, Iranian leaders and their proxy militias have used bombings, 

kidnappings, assassinations, and attacks on U.S. forces and civilians as tools of policy. 

These actions have killed hundreds of American service members and civilians and 

injured many more. The issue remains central to U.S. national security and to the 

stability of the Middle East, particularly for allies such as Israel. Understanding this 

record helps explain why American administrations across several decades have 

treated the Iranian regime as a major sponsor of terrorism.

1. Key Takeaways

2. Iran's Role as a State Sponsor of Terrorism

3. Major Attacks Against Americans

4. Proxy Militias and Regional Influence

5. Continuing Threats to Americans

6. Conclusion

• Iran's government has backed terrorist attacks

(https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2026/03/the-iranian-regimes-decades-

of-terrorism-against-american-citizens/)that killed or injured many American 

citizens and U.S. service members over several decades.

• Iranian proxy groups such as Hezbollah carried out major bombings 

(https://edition.cnn.com/world/middleeast/beirut-marine-barracks-bombing-

fast-facts)that targeted U.S. embassies and military personnel.

• The United States government has long identified 

(https://www.congress.goV/event/115th-congress/house-

event/108155/text)lran as the world's leading state sponsor of terrorism.

• Attacks linked to Iran include the 1983 Beirut Marine barracks bombing, the

1996 Khobar Towers bombing (https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Overseas
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Major Attacks Against Americans
Several major terrorist attacks tied to Iran shaped U.S. policy in the Middle East.
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The U.S. government states that Iran has played a direct role in attacks 

(https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/Q6/iranian-and-iranian-backed-attacks-

against-americans-1979-present/)against Americans since the establishment of the 

Islamic Republic in 1979. According to the White House, Iran has killed 

(https://www.ajc.org/news/iranian-regimes-war-on-america-four-decades-of-

targeting-us-forces-and-citizens)and injured more Americans through terrorist 

activity than any other regime in the world.

Iran uses several tools to carry out these actions. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps, often called the IRGC, trains and funds proxy organizations across the Middle 

East. These groups act as armed partners for Iranian goals. Hezbollah in Lebanon is 

one of the most well-known examples. Iran provides money, weapons, training, and 

intelligence to such organizations.

This network allows Iran to influence conflicts in the region while avoiding direct 

confrontation with the United States. The strategy has led to repeated attacks on U.S. 

interests, military bases, and diplomatic facilities.

One of the deadliest occurred in 1983 in Beirut, Lebanon. A truck bomb 

(https://www.marines.mil/News/Marines-TV/videoid/634642/dvpTag/Beirut/)struck a

U.S. Marine barracks, killing 241 American service members. Investigations and later 

court rulings linked the attack to Hezbollah, which operated with Iranian support and 

direction.
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bombing/), and many attacks on U.S. forces in Iraq.

• Iran continues to support armed groups and militias that threaten American 

interests and allies such as Israel and Gulf nations.

• U.S. policy toward Iran has often focused on sanctions, military deterrence, and 

actions meant to stop attacks against Americans.

Iran's Role as a State Sponsor of 
Terrorism
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These incidents form part of the long record cited by American officials when 

describing Iran as a leading sponsor of terrorism.

Another attack took place in 1996 at the Khobar Towers housing complex in Saudi 

Arabia. A massive truck bomb killed 19 U.S. Air Force personnel and injured 

hundreds of others. U.S. officials concluded that members of a Saudi Hezbollah 

group backed by Iran carried out the bombing.

Hezbollah in Lebanon remains the most powerful of these organizations. It has 

received Iranian funding and weapons for decades. The group has carried out attacks 

against Israeli targets and maintained a large arsenal of missiles aimed at Israel.

Iran's strategy often relies on partner militias across the Middle East. Groups in 

Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen receive support from Tehran. This structure allows 

Iran to influence conflicts across the region.

Iranian-backed militias also targeted

(https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/Q8/action-on-another-front-strikes-on-pro-

tehran-militias-in-

iraq/#:~:text=Following%20Hamas's%200ctober%207%20atrocities,its%20Shia%20militias'%20lranian%20patror

troops during the Iraq War. These groups used roadside bombs and rockets supplied

or designed by Iranian forces. U.S. officials stated that these attacks killed hundreds

of American service members during the conflict.

Caption: The explosion of the Marine Corps building in Beirut, Lebanon on October 23,
1983 created a large cloud of smoke that was visible from miles away. Photo by: 
Official USMC Photo PhotolD: 2001101810128
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U.S. officials argue that Iran's actions have not stopped. The government continues 

to support armed groups and maintain networks capable of targeting Americans.
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The record of Iranian involvement in attacks against Americans spans decades and 

multiple regions (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans). From the 

Beirut Marine barracks bombing to militia attacks in Iraq, these incidents shaped 

American policy toward the Iranian regime. U.S. leaders argue that Iran's support for 

proxy militias and terrorist organizations poses a continued threat to American 

citizens and allies.

At the same time, Iran continues to expand its missile program and support proxy 

groups throughout the Middle East. U.S. policy has focused on sanctions, military 

deterrence, and cooperation with regional partners such as Israel to counter these 

activities.

Understanding this history helps explain current operations by the United States and 

Israel against Iran. Policymakers often point to these events when discussing 

sanctions, military deterrence, and regional alliances. For Americans seeking to 

understand the conflict, the key point remains clear: the actions of the Iranian regime 

against U.S. citizens have played a major role in shaping Middle East policy for more 

than forty years.

Recent reports highlight attempts by Iranian operatives to plan attacks against 

American officials and citizens. Law enforcement agencies have disrupted several 

alleged plots in recent years.

These militias also threaten U.S. allies. Israel faces regular threats from Hezbollah and 

other Iranian-backed organizations along its borders.

Iran has also detained American citizens and dual nationals. These cases often 

become diplomatic disputes between Washington and Tehran.
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In Iraq, Iranian-backed militias gained influence during and after the war against ISIS. 

Some of these groups attacked U.S. bases with rockets and drones. American 

officials say Iran uses these groups to pressure U.S. forces and influence Iraqi politics.
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A Campaign Built on Tempo
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What stunned outside observers was the pace. An early analysis (https://www.jpost.com/israel- 

news/article-889138?utm_source=chatgpt.com)described Israeli pilots flying to Iran and back as many 

as three times a day, backed by medical planning, tight maintenance cycles, and rapid rearming on the 

ground. That same report said the Air Force had dropped its 5,000th munition after four days of fighting, 

compared with 3,700 munitions during a previous 12-day operation. Later reporting raised the figure to

6,500 bombs. These numbers point to a campaign designed to overwhelm Iran's ability to recover 

between strike waves.

That matters because Iran's side was trying to adapt. The analysis reported that Iranian forces had pre­

positioned engineering equipment at launch sites so bombed tunnels and firing areas could be 

reopened quickly (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/why-now). Israel's answer was not only precision, 

but repetition. Strike, return, rearm, and strike again before Iranian crews could restore a usable launch 

rhythm.
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Israel's latest air campaign against Iran drew attention for one reason above all others: speed. The 

issue was not only how hard the Israel Air Force hit, but how fast it kept returning to the fight, how many 

targets it struck in a short window, and how closely it worked with American power in the air, at sea, and 

in intelligence. That mix turned a difficult long-range operation into a sustained assault on Iran's launch 

network. The result, at least in the first phase of the campaign, was a sharp drop in Iran's ability to keep 

firing missiles at Israel and U.S.-linked targets across the region.

• Israeli and U.S. forces launched (https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2026/03/operation-epic- 

fury-unmatched-power-unrelenting-force-of-americas-warriors/)Operation Epic Fury on February

28, 2026, in a broad joint campaign against Iranian military targets.

• The campaign's edge (https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/analysis-us-and-israel- 

race-to-defeat-iranian-missiles-and-drones-following-early-campaign-successes.php)came from 

tempo, with Israeli aircraft reportedly flying repeated long-range strike cycles at a pace that 

exceeded earlieroperations.

• Around 5,000 munitions was dropped (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-news/article- 

888747?utm_source=chatgpt.com)in the first four days, and later reporting put the figure at 6,500 

bombs.

• IDF reporting said roughly 75 percent of Iran's missile launchers had been destroyed by March 8.

• U.S. support (https://www.centcom.mil/)was a major force multiplier, with more than 100

American aircraft involved in the initial stages, including fighters, bombers, refueling tankers, and 

electronic warfare assets.



The American Role Changed the Scale

Why Militaries Took Notice
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The U.S. role made the operation larger and more durable. The IDF states that Roaring Lion was 

launched jointly with U.S. armed forces, and U.S. Central Command materials show American strikes in 

support of Operation Epic Fury. The Long War Journal reported that more than 100 American aircraft 

took part in the initial stages, including bombers, refueling tankers, fighters, and electronic warfare 

aircraft. It also noted American cyber, naval, missile defense, and long-range strike assets in the fight.

That support helped solve one of the hardest problems in any operation against Iran: distance. 

Refueling, air cover, electronic warfare, and missile defense gave Israeli aircraft more freedom 

(https://tps.co.il/articles/israeli-official-there-will-be-no-irgc-connected-building-standing-in-a-few- 

days/)to stay in the fight and return quickly. In plain terms, Israeli skill provided the knife edge, and 

American scale helped keep pressure on the target set.

This is one reason the campaign looked different from a standard punitive raid. The objective was not 

symbolic retaliation. It was to break the machinery that allowed Iran to keep launching ballistic missiles 

and drones. By March 8, the Jerusalem Post reported that the IDF said around 75 percent of Iranian 

missile launchers had been destroyed (https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-889169). 

That did not mean Iran had been silenced. It did mean the launch threat was being driven down to a 

level Israel believed its air defense network could manage more effectively.

Military professionals study campaigns that compress time. This one appears to have done exactly 

that. Israel showed that a relatively small airforce, if trained for rapid turnaround, fused to first-rate 

intelligence, and backed by the United States, can hit at a rhythm that disrupts an enemy's recovery 

cycle. That is what makes the operation (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-889138)look 

shorter, faster, and deadlier than many expected.
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Intelligence and Air Power Working as One
The operation did not succeed on aircraft alone. Israeli sources tied the campaign to unusually strong 

intelligence support, and the IDF's own operation page describes it as a broad joint effort 

(https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/operation-roaring-lion/ ) with the United States aimed at removing what 

it called an existential threat. Another analysis, citing

(https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/analysis-us-and-israel-race-to-defeat-iranian- 

missiles-and-drones-following-early-campaign-successes.php)U.S. and Israeli reporting, said the Israeli 

operation used about 200 aircraft and had conducted more than 1,000 sorties by March 2. It also 

described close intelligence coordination between Washington and Jerusalem during the opening 

phase.
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Conclusion
The lesson from this campaign is not that air power solves every problem. The lesson is that Israel and 

the United States built a joint warfighting model that combined precision, tempo, and endurance at a 

very high level. That model appears to have cut deeply into Iran's launch network in the opening days of 

the fight and showed why the Israel Air Force remains one of the most capable combat arms in the 

world.
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March 11, 2026(https://compassionpulse.org/blog/2026/03/11/)

Key Takeaways
• Iran has launched cluster (https://www.timesofisrael.com/irans-cluster- 

missiles-scattering-bombs-and-destruction-across-israel/)iunition attacks 

toward Israeli cities during the ongoing conflict.

• Cluster weapons disperse many smaller explosives over wide areas and posr 

major risk to civilians (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense- 

news/article-889185)
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the Moral Divide in 
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Since the start of Operation Epic Furyjn February 28, the conflict between Iran and 

the U.S.-lsrael alliance has revealed a stark difference in military conduct. Israel and 

the United States have concentrated their strikes on Iranian military infrastructure, 

missile systems, and regime institutions. At the same time, Iranian forces have 

launched missile attacks that include cluster munitions aimed at Israeli and Arab 

neighbors' civilian population centers. This pattern of attacks has drawn international 

attention because cluster weapons spread dozens or hundreds of smaller explosive 

submunitions across wide areas, dramatically increasing the risk to civilians.
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Iranian Attacks on Civilian Areas
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Because of these risks, cluster weapons have been the subject of intense 

international debate and restrictions (https://unidir.org/wp- 

content/uploads/2023/09/cluster-munitions-en-337.pdf).

These submunitions are intended to strike targets such as vehicles, equipment, or 

civilian centers spread across a wide area. When used in or near populated regions, 

the effects can be devastating.

The strategic purpose of such weapons in a city environment is clear. The spread of 

bomblets increases the probability of hitting civilians, vehicles, and homes across a 

wide radius.

Two major dangers make cluster munitions especially controversial. The first is their 

wide impact area, which can affect anyone within the strike zone. The second is that 

many bomblets fail to explode immediately, remaining on the ground as unexploded 

hazards that can injure civilians long after a conflict ends.

Cluster munitions are weapons designed

(https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/cluster-

munition-factsheet.pdf)to disperse multiple explosive submunitions over a broad 

area. A single missile or bomb can release dozens or even hundreds of smaller 

bomblets.

During the current conflict, Iranian forces have launched missile barrages toward 

major Israeli and Arab neighbors' population centers. Reports indicate that some of 

these attacks included cluster munitions intended to disperse submunitions over 

urban areas.
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• Israeli and U.S. strikes during Operation Epic Fury have focused 

(https://ict.org.il/operation-epic-fury-ict-sitrep-2/)primarily on military targets, 

missile infrastructure, and regime facilities.

• Around half (https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/423698)of all missiles 

fired at Israel used cluster weapons towards population centers, reflecting a 

strategy designed to increase civilian casualties and fear.

• The contrast in targeting approaches has become a major theme in the global 

debate over the war.

What Cluster Munitions Are and Why They 
Are Controversial



U.S. and Israeli Targeting Strategy

A War of Methods as Well as Outcomes
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These attacks demonstrate that Iran's leadership is attempting to maximize civilian 

casualties and psychological terror rather than targeting purely military objectives 

(https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/).

The United States and Israel describe their operational doctrine during Operation Epic 

Fury as focused on military and regime targets.

These targets include missile launch sites, air defense batteries, military bases, 

command centers, and infrastructure linked to Iran's armed forces.

Precision-guided munitions and detailed intelligence have been central to this 

strategy. The goal is to degrade Iran's ability to launch attacks and coordinate military 

operations while avoiding unnecessary harm to civilians.

The difference between those approaches shapes international perceptions of the 

war and highlights the deeper ideological divide between the Iranian regime and 

democratic states confronting it.

Emergency services across Israel have repeatedly warned residents about 

unexploded submunitions after missile attacks, highlighting the ongoing danger even 

after the initial strike.

In contrast, the U.S.-lsrael campaign emphasizes precision strikes on the institutions 

responsible for Iran's military power.

Beyond the battlefield results, the conflict has become a contest of military methods 

and moral narratives.

Military analysts often describe this approach as a targeted campaign designed to 

neutralize the capabilities of the Iranian regime rather than punish the broader 

population.

Iran's use of cluster munitions against populated areas signals an approach that 

treats civilian populations as acceptable targets of pressure. The strategy appears 

designed to spread fear, create casualties, and force political concessions by 

threatening ordinary people.
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On February 28, the United States and Israel (https://allyvia.org/blog/irans-1979- 

embassy-takeover-anniversary-a-reminder-of-enduring-hostility-toward-the-united- 

states-and-israel/) launched a coordinated military campaign against Iranian military
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Israeli aircraft conducted repeated long range strike waves against Iranian missile 

launch sites, air defense batteries, and command centers. American assets extended 

the operational reach of those missions with aerial refueling, electronic warfare

The early days of Operation Epic Fury revealed an extraordinary 

(https://www.israelhayom.com/2026/03/06/the-operation-that-stunned-the-world/)level 

of coordination between the United States and Israel. American long range bombers 

refueling aircraft, intelligence assets, and naval forces worked alongside 

(https://www.jpost.com/jerusalem-report/article-888938)the Israel Defense Forces and 

the Israeli Air Force.
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infrastructure known as Operation Epic Fury. Within days the operation reshaped 

strategic calculations across the Middle East and beyond. Iranian missile systems, air 

defenses, and launch networks that had been built for years with assistance from 

Russia and China faced sustained strikes from American and Israeli forces. The 

results sent a clear signal to the international system: advanced American military 

technology, intelligence integration, and security partnerships remain unmatched on 

the modern battlefield. Nations that have relied on Russian or Chinese guarantees 

now face a difficult question about the credibility of those relationships.

• The United States and Israel launched Operation Epic Fury on February 28 

against Iranian military infrastructure.

• Iranian systems supplied or supported by Russia and China 

(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/03/06/china-iran-failure-

strategy/)failed to prevent sustained U.S. and Israeli strikes.

• Joint air operations (https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20260306-decades- 

of-planning-and-us-backing-helps-fuel-israel-s-air-power), intelligence fusion 

and American logistical power created overwhelming battlefield advantage.

• The campaign weakened Iran’s missile launch network and reduced its ability to 

threaten Israel and U.S. forces.

• The operation reinforced the value (https://www.jpost.com/defense-and- 

tech/article-888633)of American security alliances in contrast with Russian and 

Chinese defense partnerships.

The Strategic Shock of Operation 
Epic Fury
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satellite intelligence, and strategic bombers capable of carrying heavy bunker 

penetrating munitions. 

Iran spent years developing its air defenses and missile capabilities with help from 

outside partners. Russian systems such as the S-300 and Chinese missile technology 

formed key parts of Tehran’s defensive network.

American stealth bombers, air dominance fighters, and tanker fleets allowed Israeli 

aircraft to strike targets deep inside Iran with repeated waves of attacks. Intelligence 

sharing enabled precise targeting of launch infrastructure and command facilities.

The operational tempo stunned many analysts. Strike waves arrived faster than 

Iranian forces could repair damaged launch infrastructure. The combined force 

dismantled large sections of Iran’s missile network during the first phase of the 

campaign.

Neither Russia nor China intervened directly during the opening phase of the 

campaign. Their military partnerships with Iran proved unable to prevent sustained 

attacks on Iranian territory. That reality carried major geopolitical implications.

The Power of the U.S.-lsrael Military 
Partnership

Advanced stealth aircraft, electronic warfare systems, and precision-guided munitions 

repeatedly penetrated Iranian defenses. Missile launch sites and command 

infrastructure were hit despite Tehran’s layered defensive network.

A central lesson from the campaign lies in the depth of cooperation between 

Washington and Jerusalem. The United States provided the global logistical backbone 

that only it possesses. Israel contributed intelligence penetration, operational creativity, 

and pilots accustomed to high-intensity air operations.

Those systems were designed to deter Western air forces. The events following 

February 28 showed their limitations (https://www.visiontimes.com/2026/03/02/china- 

russia-backed-air-defenses-fail-in-iran-as-israeli-us-missiles-batter-tehran.html)when 

confronted by the combined capabilities of the United States and Israel.

Russian and Chinese Support Failed 
to Protect Iran



A Message to Allies and Adversaries
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Iran represented one of the strongest examples of the latter path. The country 

purchased foreign weapons systems, signed strategic agreements, and built security 

cooperation with Moscow and Beijing.

The result was a powerful reminder that the strategic order built by the United States 

after World War II still carries enormous weight.

Global Implications for Security 
Alliances

Countries seeking security guarantees often measure credibility through real battlefield 

performance. Operation Epic Fury delivered exactly that kind of demonstration.

The events of early March placed those arrangements under intense scrutiny. If 

Russian supplied air defenses and Chinese supported missile systems could not 

shield a major regional power from U.S. and Israeli strikes, smaller states will 

inevitably reconsider the reliability of those partnerships.

The outcome of Operation Epic Fury carries consequences beyond the Middle East. 

Many governments around the world have debated closer ties 

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/great-power-spillover-iran-war-

implications-china-russia-turkey-and-europe)with either the United States or 

alternative power centers such as Russia and China.

For American allies, the campaign reinforced the value of cooperation with the United 

States. The ability to integrate intelligence, air power, and global logistics remains a 

unique advantage within the American alliance network.
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This partnership produced a battlefield effect far greater than either country acting 

alone. It demonstrated that American alliances are not symbolic commitments. They 

translate into real military power when crises emerge.

For adversaries, the message was equally clear. Advanced weapons purchased from 

rival powers do not equal the operational experience, technological depth, and alliance 

structure that the United States brings to the field.
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The first phase of Operation Epic Fury reshaped the strategic conversation across 

the globe. Iranian forces supported by Russian and Chinese military technology could 

not prevent sustained strikes by the United States and Israel. American aircraft 
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This outcome will influence how governments evaluate their security relationships. 

Nations considering closer ties with Moscow or Beijing must now measure those 

options against the clear military effectiveness demonstrated by Washington and its 
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strength of American power and the enduring value of partnership with the United 

States and Israel.
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A Campaign Built on Tempo
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What stunned outside observers was the pace. An early analysis (https://www.jpost.com/israel- 

news/article-889138?utm_source=chatgpt.com)described Israeli pilots flying to Iran and back as many 

as three times a day, backed by medical planning, tight maintenance cycles, and rapid rearming on the 

ground. That same report said the Air Force had dropped its 5,000th munition after four days of fighting, 

compared with 3,700 munitions during a previous 12-day operation. Later reporting raised the figure to

6,500 bombs. These numbers point to a campaign designed to overwhelm Iran's ability to recover 

between strike waves.

That matters because Iran's side was trying to adapt. The analysis reported that Iranian forces had pre­

positioned engineering equipment at launch sites so bombed tunnels and firing areas could be 

reopened quickly (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/why-now). Israel's answer was not only precision, 

but repetition. Strike, return, rearm, and strike again before Iranian crews could restore a usable launch 

rhythm.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/11/2026 10:34:06 PM
Israel's latest air campaign against Iran drew attention for one reason above all others: speed. The 

issue was not only how hard the Israel Air Force hit, but how fast it kept returning to the fight, how many 

targets it struck in a short window, and how closely it worked with American power in the air, at sea, and 

in intelligence. That mix turned a difficult long-range operation into a sustained assault on Iran's launch 

network. The result, at least in the first phase of the campaign, was a sharp drop in Iran's ability to keep 

firing missiles at Israel and U.S.-linked targets across the region.

• Israeli and U.S. forces launched (https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2026/03/operation-epic- 

fury-unmatched-power-unrelenting-force-of-americas-warriors/)Operation Epic Fury on February

28, 2026, in a broad joint campaign against Iranian military targets.

• The campaign's edge (https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/analysis-us-and-israel- 

race-to-defeat-iranian-missiles-and-drones-following-early-campaign-successes.php)came from 

tempo, with Israeli aircraft reportedly flying repeated long-range strike cycles at a pace that 

exceeded earlieroperations.

• Around 5,000 munitions was dropped (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-news/article- 

888747?utm_source=chatgpt.com)in the first four days, and later reporting put the figure at 6,500 

bombs.

• IDF reporting said roughly 75 percent of Iran's missile launchers had been destroyed by March 8.

• U.S. support (https://www.centcom.mil/)was a major force multiplier, with more than 100

American aircraft involved in the initial stages, including fighters, bombers, refueling tankers, and 

electronic warfare assets.



The American Role Changed the Scale

Why Militaries Took Notice
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The U.S. role made the operation larger and more durable. The IDF states that Roaring Lion was 

launched jointly with U.S. armed forces, and U.S. Central Command materials show American strikes in 

support of Operation Epic Fury. The Long War Journal reported that more than 100 American aircraft 

took part in the initial stages, including bombers, refueling tankers, fighters, and electronic warfare 

aircraft. It also noted American cyber, naval, missile defense, and long-range strike assets in the fight.

That support helped solve one of the hardest problems in any operation against Iran: distance. 

Refueling, air cover, electronic warfare, and missile defense gave Israeli aircraft more freedom 

(https://tps.co.il/articles/israeli-official-there-will-be-no-irgc-connected-building-standing-in-a-few- 

days/)to stay in the fight and return quickly. In plain terms, Israeli skill provided the knife edge, and 

American scale helped keep pressure on the target set.

This is one reason the campaign looked different from a standard punitive raid. The objective was not 

symbolic retaliation. It was to break the machinery that allowed Iran to keep launching ballistic missiles 

and drones. By March 8, the Jerusalem Post reported that the IDF said around 75 percent of Iranian 

missile launchers had been destroyed (https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-889169). 

That did not mean Iran had been silenced. It did mean the launch threat was being driven down to a 

level Israel believed its air defense network could manage more effectively.

Military professionals study campaigns that compress time. This one appears to have done exactly 

that. Israel showed that a relatively small airforce, if trained for rapid turnaround, fused to first-rate 

intelligence, and backed by the United States, can hit at a rhythm that disrupts an enemy's recovery 

cycle. That is what makes the operation (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-889138)look 

shorter, faster, and deadlier than many expected.
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Intelligence and Air Power Working as One
The operation did not succeed on aircraft alone. Israeli sources tied the campaign to unusually strong 

intelligence support, and the IDF's own operation page describes it as a broad joint effort 

(https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/operation-roaring-lion/ ) with the United States aimed at removing what 

it called an existential threat. Another analysis, citing

(https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/analysis-us-and-israel-race-to-defeat-iranian- 

missiles-and-drones-following-early-campaign-successes.php)U.S. and Israeli reporting, said the Israeli 

operation used about 200 aircraft and had conducted more than 1,000 sorties by March 2. It also 

described close intelligence coordination between Washington and Jerusalem during the opening 

phase.
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Conclusion
The lesson from this campaign is not that air power solves every problem. The lesson is that Israel and 

the United States built a joint warfighting model that combined precision, tempo, and endurance at a 

very high level. That model appears to have cut deeply into Iran's launch network in the opening days of 

the fight and showed why the Israel Air Force remains one of the most capable combat arms in the 

world.
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LLYVI
(https://allyvia.org/)

On February 28, the United States and Israel (https://allyvia.org/blog/irans-1979- 

embassy-takeover-anniversary-a-reminder-of-enduring-hostility-toward-the-united- 

states-and-israel/) launched a coordinated military campaign against Iranian military
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Israeli aircraft conducted repeated long range strike waves against Iranian missile 

launch sites, air defense batteries, and command centers. American assets extended 

the operational reach of those missions with aerial refueling, electronic warfare

The early days of Operation Epic Fury revealed an extraordinary 

(https://www.israelhayom.com/2026/03/06/the-operation-that-stunned-the-world/)level 

of coordination between the United States and Israel. American long range bombers 

refueling aircraft, intelligence assets, and naval forces worked alongside 

(https://www.jpost.com/jerusalem-report/article-888938)the Israel Defense Forces and 

the Israeli Air Force.
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infrastructure known as Operation Epic Fury. Within days the operation reshaped 

strategic calculations across the Middle East and beyond. Iranian missile systems, air 

defenses, and launch networks that had been built for years with assistance from 

Russia and China faced sustained strikes from American and Israeli forces. The 

results sent a clear signal to the international system: advanced American military 

technology, intelligence integration, and security partnerships remain unmatched on 

the modern battlefield. Nations that have relied on Russian or Chinese guarantees 

now face a difficult question about the credibility of those relationships.

• The United States and Israel launched Operation Epic Fury on February 28 

against Iranian military infrastructure.

• Iranian systems supplied or supported by Russia and China 

(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/03/06/china-iran-failure-

strategy/)failed to prevent sustained U.S. and Israeli strikes.

• Joint air operations (https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20260306-decades- 

of-planning-and-us-backing-helps-fuel-israel-s-air-power), intelligence fusion 

and American logistical power created overwhelming battlefield advantage.

• The campaign weakened Iran’s missile launch network and reduced its ability to 

threaten Israel and U.S. forces.

• The operation reinforced the value (https://www.jpost.com/defense-and- 

tech/article-888633)of American security alliances in contrast with Russian and 

Chinese defense partnerships.

The Strategic Shock of Operation 
Epic Fury
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satellite intelligence, and strategic bombers capable of carrying heavy bunker 

penetrating munitions. 

Iran spent years developing its air defenses and missile capabilities with help from 

outside partners. Russian systems such as the S-300 and Chinese missile technology 

formed key parts of Tehran’s defensive network.

American stealth bombers, air dominance fighters, and tanker fleets allowed Israeli 

aircraft to strike targets deep inside Iran with repeated waves of attacks. Intelligence 

sharing enabled precise targeting of launch infrastructure and command facilities.

The operational tempo stunned many analysts. Strike waves arrived faster than 

Iranian forces could repair damaged launch infrastructure. The combined force 

dismantled large sections of Iran’s missile network during the first phase of the 

campaign.

Neither Russia nor China intervened directly during the opening phase of the 

campaign. Their military partnerships with Iran proved unable to prevent sustained 

attacks on Iranian territory. That reality carried major geopolitical implications.

The Power of the U.S.-lsrael Military 
Partnership

Advanced stealth aircraft, electronic warfare systems, and precision-guided munitions 

repeatedly penetrated Iranian defenses. Missile launch sites and command 

infrastructure were hit despite Tehran’s layered defensive network.

A central lesson from the campaign lies in the depth of cooperation between 

Washington and Jerusalem. The United States provided the global logistical backbone 

that only it possesses. Israel contributed intelligence penetration, operational creativity, 

and pilots accustomed to high-intensity air operations.

Those systems were designed to deter Western air forces. The events following 

February 28 showed their limitations (https://www.visiontimes.com/2026/03/02/china- 

russia-backed-air-defenses-fail-in-iran-as-israeli-us-missiles-batter-tehran.html)when 

confronted by the combined capabilities of the United States and Israel.

Russian and Chinese Support Failed 
to Protect Iran



A Message to Allies and Adversaries
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Iran represented one of the strongest examples of the latter path. The country 

purchased foreign weapons systems, signed strategic agreements, and built security 

cooperation with Moscow and Beijing.

The result was a powerful reminder that the strategic order built by the United States 

after World War II still carries enormous weight.

Global Implications for Security 
Alliances

Countries seeking security guarantees often measure credibility through real battlefield 

performance. Operation Epic Fury delivered exactly that kind of demonstration.

The events of early March placed those arrangements under intense scrutiny. If 

Russian supplied air defenses and Chinese supported missile systems could not 

shield a major regional power from U.S. and Israeli strikes, smaller states will 

inevitably reconsider the reliability of those partnerships.

The outcome of Operation Epic Fury carries consequences beyond the Middle East. 

Many governments around the world have debated closer ties 

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/great-power-spillover-iran-war-

implications-china-russia-turkey-and-europe)with either the United States or 

alternative power centers such as Russia and China.

For American allies, the campaign reinforced the value of cooperation with the United 

States. The ability to integrate intelligence, air power, and global logistics remains a 

unique advantage within the American alliance network.
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This partnership produced a battlefield effect far greater than either country acting 

alone. It demonstrated that American alliances are not symbolic commitments. They 

translate into real military power when crises emerge.

For adversaries, the message was equally clear. Advanced weapons purchased from 

rival powers do not equal the operational experience, technological depth, and alliance 

structure that the United States brings to the field.
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The first phase of Operation Epic Fury reshaped the strategic conversation across 

the globe. Iranian forces supported by Russian and Chinese military technology could 

not prevent sustained strikes by the United States and Israel. American aircraft 

intelligence systems, and alliance coordination dominated the battlefield.

This outcome will influence how governments evaluate their security relationships. 

Nations considering closer ties with Moscow or Beijing must now measure those 

options against the clear military effectiveness demonstrated by Washington and its 

allies. Operation Epic Fury has already become a case study in the continuing 

strength of American power and the enduring value of partnership with the United 

States and Israel.

Terms of Use 

(https://allyvia.org/terms-of-

use/)



March 11, 2026(https://compassionpulse.org/blog/2026/03/11/)

Key Takeaways
• Iran has launched cluster (https://www.timesofisrael.com/irans-cluster- 

missiles-scattering-bombs-and-destruction-across-israel/)iunition attacks 

toward Israeli cities during the ongoing conflict.

• Cluster weapons disperse many smaller explosives over wide areas and posr 

major risk to civilians (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense- 

news/article-889185)

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/11/2026 10:34:10 PM

Aid & Relief Operations US & Israel Shared Compassion
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Iran’s Use of Cluster 
Munitions Against 
Israeli Cities Highlights 
the Moral Divide in 
Operation Epic Fury

Since the start of Operation Epic Furyjn February 28, the conflict between Iran and 

the U.S.-lsrael alliance has revealed a stark difference in military conduct. Israel and 

the United States have concentrated their strikes on Iranian military infrastructure, 

missile systems, and regime institutions. At the same time, Iranian forces have 

launched missile attacks that include cluster munitions aimed at Israeli and Arab 

neighbors' civilian population centers. This pattern of attacks has drawn international 

attention because cluster weapons spread dozens or hundreds of smaller explosive 

submunitions across wide areas, dramatically increasing the risk to civilians.
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Iranian Attacks on Civilian Areas
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Because of these risks, cluster weapons have been the subject of intense 

international debate and restrictions (https://unidir.org/wp- 

content/uploads/2023/09/cluster-munitions-en-337.pdf).

These submunitions are intended to strike targets such as vehicles, equipment, or 

civilian centers spread across a wide area. When used in or near populated regions, 

the effects can be devastating.

The strategic purpose of such weapons in a city environment is clear. The spread of 

bomblets increases the probability of hitting civilians, vehicles, and homes across a 

wide radius.
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• Israeli and U.S. strikes during Operation Epic Fury have focused 

(https://ict.org.il/operation-epic-fury-ict-sitrep-2/)primarily on military targets, 

missile infrastructure, and regime facilities.

• Around half (https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/423698)of all missiles 

fired at Israel used cluster weapons towards population centers, reflecting a 

strategy designed to increase civilian casualties and fear.

• The contrast in targeting approaches has become a major theme in the global 

debate over the war.

Two major dangers make cluster munitions especially controversial. The first is their 

wide impact area, which can affect anyone within the strike zone. The second is that 

many bomblets fail to explode immediately, remaining on the ground as unexploded 

hazards that can injure civilians long after a conflict ends.

Cluster munitions are weapons designed

(https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/cluster-

munition-factsheet.pdf)to disperse multiple explosive submunitions over a broad 

area. A single missile or bomb can release dozens or even hundreds of smaller 

bomblets.

What Cluster Munitions Are and Why They 
Are Controversial

During the current conflict, Iranian forces have launched missile barrages toward 

major Israeli and Arab neighbors' population centers. Reports indicate that some of 

these attacks included cluster munitions intended to disperse submunitions over 

urban areas.



U.S. and Israeli Targeting Strategy

A War of Methods as Well as Outcomes
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These attacks demonstrate that Iran's leadership is attempting to maximize civilian 

casualties and psychological terror rather than targeting purely military objectives 

(https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/).

The United States and Israel describe their operational doctrine during Operation Epic 

Fury as focused on military and regime targets.

These targets include missile launch sites, air defense batteries, military bases, 

command centers, and infrastructure linked to Iran's armed forces.

Precision-guided munitions and detailed intelligence have been central to this 

strategy. The goal is to degrade Iran's ability to launch attacks and coordinate military 

operations while avoiding unnecessary harm to civilians.

The difference between those approaches shapes international perceptions of the 

war and highlights the deeper ideological divide between the Iranian regime and 

democratic states confronting it.

Emergency services across Israel have repeatedly warned residents about 

unexploded submunitions after missile attacks, highlighting the ongoing danger even 

after the initial strike.

In contrast, the U.S.-lsrael campaign emphasizes precision strikes on the institutions 

responsible for Iran's military power.

Beyond the battlefield results, the conflict has become a contest of military methods 

and moral narratives.

Military analysts often describe this approach as a targeted campaign designed to 

neutralize the capabilities of the Iranian regime rather than punish the broader 

population.

Iran's use of cluster munitions against populated areas signals an approach that 

treats civilian populations as acceptable targets of pressure. The strategy appears 

designed to spread fear, create casualties, and force political concessions by 

threatening ordinary people.
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This contrast has become a defining feature of the conflict. As the war continues, the 

choice of targets and weapons will remain central to how the world judges the 

conduct of each side.

The ongoing fighting in Operation Epic Fury has revealed more than a clash of military 

forces. It has exposed two sharply different approaches to warfare. Iranian missile 

attacks that include cluster munitions against Israeli cities place civilians directly in 

harm's way. The United States and Israel, by contrast, have directed their strikes 

toward the regime's military infrastructure and command systems.
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Key Takeaways

For nearly half a century, the government of Iran has supported and carried out 

attacks that murdered Americans across the Middle East and beyond. Since the 1979 

Islamic Revolution, Iranian leaders and their proxy militias have used bombings, 

kidnappings, assassinations, and attacks on U.S. forces and civilians as tools of policy. 

These actions have killed hundreds of American service members and civilians and 

injured many more. The issue remains central to U.S. national security and to the 

stability of the Middle East, particularly for allies such as Israel. Understanding this 

record helps explain why American administrations across several decades have 

treated the Iranian regime as a major sponsor of terrorism.

1. Key Takeaways

2. Iran's Role as a State Sponsor of Terrorism

3. Major Attacks Against Americans

4. Proxy Militias and Regional Influence

5. Continuing Threats to Americans

6. Conclusion

• Iran's government has backed terrorist attacks

(https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2026/03/the-iranian-regimes-decades-

of-terrorism-against-american-citizens/)that killed or injured many American 

citizens and U.S. service members over several decades.

• Iranian proxy groups such as Hezbollah carried out major bombings 

(https://edition.cnn.com/world/middleeast/beirut-marine-barracks-bombing-

fast-facts)that targeted U.S. embassies and military personnel.

• The United States government has long identified 

(https://www.congress.goV/event/115th-congress/house-

event/108155/text)lran as the world's leading state sponsor of terrorism.

• Attacks linked to Iran include the 1983 Beirut Marine barracks bombing, the

1996 Khobar Towers bombing (https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Overseas
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The Iranian Regime's Decades 
Slaughter of American Citizens

This matedAdditional
information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.



Major Attacks Against Americans
Several major terrorist attacks tied to Iran shaped U.S. policy in the Middle East.
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The U.S. government states that Iran has played a direct role in attacks 

(https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/Q6/iranian-and-iranian-backed-attacks-

against-americans-1979-present/)against Americans since the establishment of the 

Islamic Republic in 1979. According to the White House, Iran has killed 

(https://www.ajc.org/news/iranian-regimes-war-on-america-four-decades-of-

targeting-us-forces-and-citizens)and injured more Americans through terrorist 

activity than any other regime in the world.

Iran uses several tools to carry out these actions. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps, often called the IRGC, trains and funds proxy organizations across the Middle 

East. These groups act as armed partners for Iranian goals. Hezbollah in Lebanon is 

one of the most well-known examples. Iran provides money, weapons, training, and 

intelligence to such organizations.

This network allows Iran to influence conflicts in the region while avoiding direct 

confrontation with the United States. The strategy has led to repeated attacks on U.S. 

interests, military bases, and diplomatic facilities.

One of the deadliest occurred in 1983 in Beirut, Lebanon. A truck bomb 

(https://www.marines.mil/News/Marines-TV/videoid/634642/dvpTag/Beirut/)struck a

U.S. Marine barracks, killing 241 American service members. Investigations and later 

court rulings linked the attack to Hezbollah, which operated with Iranian support and 

direction.
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Operations/Article/2671211/25-vears-later-remembering-khobar-towers-

bombing/), and many attacks on U.S. forces in Iraq.

• Iran continues to support armed groups and militias that threaten American 

interests and allies such as Israel and Gulf nations.

• U.S. policy toward Iran has often focused on sanctions, military deterrence, and 

actions meant to stop attacks against Americans.

Iran's Role as a State Sponsor of 
Terrorism
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Proxy Militias and Regional Influence
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These incidents form part of the long record cited by American officials when 

describing Iran as a leading sponsor of terrorism.

Another attack took place in 1996 at the Khobar Towers housing complex in Saudi 

Arabia. A massive truck bomb killed 19 U.S. Air Force personnel and injured 

hundreds of others. U.S. officials concluded that members of a Saudi Hezbollah 

group backed by Iran carried out the bombing.

Hezbollah in Lebanon remains the most powerful of these organizations. It has 

received Iranian funding and weapons for decades. The group has carried out attacks 

against Israeli targets and maintained a large arsenal of missiles aimed at Israel.

Iran's strategy often relies on partner militias across the Middle East. Groups in 

Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen receive support from Tehran. This structure allows 

Iran to influence conflicts across the region.

Iranian-backed militias also targeted

(https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/Q8/action-on-another-front-strikes-on-pro-

tehran-militias-in-

iraq/#:~:text=Following%20Hamas's%200ctober%207%20atrocities,its%20Shia%20militias'%20lranian%20patror

troops during the Iraq War. These groups used roadside bombs and rockets supplied

or designed by Iranian forces. U.S. officials stated that these attacks killed hundreds

of American service members during the conflict.

Caption: The explosion of the Marine Corps building in Beirut, Lebanon on October 23,
1983 created a large cloud of smoke that was visible from miles away. Photo by: 
Official USMC Photo PhotolD: 2001101810128
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The record of Iranian involvement in attacks against Americans spans decades and 

multiple regions (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans). From the 

Beirut Marine barracks bombing to militia attacks in Iraq, these incidents shaped 

American policy toward the Iranian regime. U.S. leaders argue that Iran's support for 

proxy militias and terrorist organizations poses a continued threat to American 

citizens and allies.

At the same time, Iran continues to expand its missile program and support proxy 

groups throughout the Middle East. U.S. policy has focused on sanctions, military 

deterrence, and cooperation with regional partners such as Israel to counter these 

activities.

Understanding this history helps explain current operations by the United States and 

Israel against Iran. Policymakers often point to these events when discussing 

sanctions, military deterrence, and regional alliances. For Americans seeking to 

understand the conflict, the key point remains clear: the actions of the Iranian regime 

against U.S. citizens have played a major role in shaping Middle East policy for more 

than forty years.

Recent reports highlight attempts by Iranian operatives to plan attacks against 

American officials and citizens. Law enforcement agencies have disrupted several 

alleged plots in recent years.

These militias also threaten U.S. allies. Israel faces regular threats from Hezbollah and 

other Iranian-backed organizations along its borders.

Iran has also detained American citizens and dual nationals. These cases often 

become diplomatic disputes between Washington and Tehran.
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In Iraq, Iranian-backed militias gained influence during and after the war against ISIS. 

Some of these groups attacked U.S. bases with rockets and drones. American 

officials say Iran uses these groups to pressure U.S. forces and influence Iraqi politics.
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The confrontation between the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran did not 

begin in 2026 with military strikes or battlefield operations. Its origins reach back 

nearly half a century to the events of the 1979 Islamic Revolution. When Iran's 

revolutionary leadership seized the American embassy in Tehran and held U.S. 

diplomats hostage for more than a year, the new regime made its position clear. 

Anti-American ideology was not simply rhetoric. It became a core element of the 

Iranian state's political identity and foreign policy. Over the decades that followed, 

this ideology translated into actions through proxy warfare, terrorism, and attacks on 

U.S. forces and citizens across the Middle East.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Revolution That Changed U.S.-lran Relations

3. The Hostage Crisis: The First Direct Confrontation

4. From Rhetoric to Action
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Key Takeaways

Within months of the revolution, this ideological hostility turned into a global crisis.
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The new government defined itself in opposition to Western influence and especially 

to the United States. Revolutionary ideology portrayed America as a hostile power 

that had supported the Shah and interfered in Iranian affairs.

• The modern conflict between the United States and Iran began during the 

Iranian Revolution.

• The Iran hostage crisis marked the first direct confrontation between the new 

Iranian regime and the United States.

• Iranian leaders institutionalized anti-American ideology, including the slogan 

"Death to America."

• Iranian military organizations and proxy groups have been linked to attacks 

that killed (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans)hundreds 

of American service members and civilians.

• The long history of confrontation provides

(https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/why-now)the strategic background for 

later events such as Operation Epic Fury.

Before 1979, the United States and Iran were strategic partners 

.(htt ps://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve04/d164 )i ntheMiddle

East. That relationship ended during the Iranian Revolution, when the monarchy of 

Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi collapsed and was replaced by an Islamist regime led 

by Ruhollah Khomeini.

On November 4, 1979, Iranian militants stormed the U.S. embassy in Tehran, 

beginning the Iran hostage crisis

(https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/short-history/iraniancrises). Fifty-two

American diplomats and citizens were held captive for 444 days.
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From Rhetoric to Action

A Conflict That Spans Generations
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This long timeline helps explain why later events, including the military campaign 

known as Operation Epic Fury, did not emerge in isolation. They developed within a 

broader conflict that began in 1979 and continued through multiple phases of 

escalation.

After the revolution, anti-American slogans became a common feature of Iranian 

political life. The phrase (https://www.iranintl.com/en/202506053274)"Death to 

America" appeared regularly in rallies, speeches, and state media.

During the Iraq War, U.S. military commanders stated that Iranian-supplied weapons 

and training contributed to the deaths of hundreds of American service members.

These militias operated in countries including Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen. 

American officials have repeatedly linked Iranian-backed groups to attacks against 

U.S. forces and diplomatic personnel.

The attacks (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans)bv Iran and 

Iranian proxies on the United States and its citizens has now lasted nearly five 

decades. American administrations from both political parties have viewed Iran's 

regional activities and support for terrorist groups as a central security challenge in 

the Middle East.

Over time, the conflict expanded beyond rhetoric. Iranian institutions such as the 

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps built networks of allied militias across the 

Middle East. Through these groups, Iran developed a strategy of proxy warfare that 

allowed it to challenge the United States without direct conventional confrontation 

(htt ps://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/funding-proxies).

The crisis permanently damaged relations between Washington and Tehran. 

Diplomatic ties were severed, economic sanctions were imposed, and the two 

countries entered a confrontation that has continued for decades.
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The seizure shocked the world and violated long-standing diplomatic norms. Instead 

of quickly resolving the crisis, Iran's revolutionary leadership used it as a political 

symbol of hatred against the United States.
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Exposing Propaganda and

Misinformation

The struggle between the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran has deep 

historical roots. It began with the revolutionary upheaval of 1979 and the hostage 

crisis that followed. From that moment forward, ideological hostility toward the 

United States became embedded in the Iranian regime's worldview.
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Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Over nearly half a century, this hostility moved from slogans to strategy, producing a 

long series of confrontations that attacked American citizens, soldiers, and allies 

across the Middle East. Understanding this history is essential for explaining why 

tensions have persisted for decades and why events such as Operation Epic Fury are 

part of a conflict that has been unfolding since the birth of the Islamic Republic.
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Key Takeaways

A Campaign Built on Tempo
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What stunned outside observers was the pace. An early analysis (https://www.jpost.com/israel- 

news/article-889138?utm_source=chatgpt.com)described Israeli pilots flying to Iran and back as many 

as three times a day, backed by medical planning, tight maintenance cycles, and rapid rearming on the 

ground. That same report said the Air Force had dropped its 5,000th munition after four days of fighting, 

compared with 3,700 munitions during a previous 12-day operation. Later reporting raised the figure to

6,500 bombs. These numbers point to a campaign designed to overwhelm Iran's ability to recover 

between strike waves.

That matters because Iran's side was trying to adapt. The analysis reported that Iranian forces had pre­

positioned engineering equipment at launch sites so bombed tunnels and firing areas could be 

reopened quickly (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/why-now). Israel's answer was not only precision, 

but repetition. Strike, return, rearm, and strike again before Iranian crews could restore a usable launch 

rhythm.
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Israel's latest air campaign against Iran drew attention for one reason above all others: speed. The 

issue was not only how hard the Israel Air Force hit, but how fast it kept returning to the fight, how many 

targets it struck in a short window, and how closely it worked with American power in the air, at sea, and 

in intelligence. That mix turned a difficult long-range operation into a sustained assault on Iran's launch 

network. The result, at least in the first phase of the campaign, was a sharp drop in Iran's ability to keep 

firing missiles at Israel and U.S.-linked targets across the region.

• Israeli and U.S. forces launched (https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2026/03/operation-epic- 

fury-unmatched-power-unrelenting-force-of-americas-warriors/)Operation Epic Fury on February

28, 2026, in a broad joint campaign against Iranian military targets.

• The campaign's edge (https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/analysis-us-and-israel- 

race-to-defeat-iranian-missiles-and-drones-following-early-campaign-successes.php)came from 

tempo, with Israeli aircraft reportedly flying repeated long-range strike cycles at a pace that 

exceeded earlieroperations.

• Around 5,000 munitions was dropped (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-news/article- 

888747?utm_source=chatgpt.com)in the first four days, and later reporting put the figure at 6,500 

bombs.

• IDF reporting said roughly 75 percent of Iran's missile launchers had been destroyed by March 8.

• U.S. support (https://www.centcom.mil/)was a major force multiplier, with more than 100

American aircraft involved in the initial stages, including fighters, bombers, refueling tankers, and 

electronic warfare assets.



The American Role Changed the Scale

Why Militaries Took Notice
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The U.S. role made the operation larger and more durable. The IDF states that Roaring Lion was 

launched jointly with U.S. armed forces, and U.S. Central Command materials show American strikes in 

support of Operation Epic Fury. The Long War Journal reported that more than 100 American aircraft 

took part in the initial stages, including bombers, refueling tankers, fighters, and electronic warfare 

aircraft. It also noted American cyber, naval, missile defense, and long-range strike assets in the fight.

That support helped solve one of the hardest problems in any operation against Iran: distance. 

Refueling, air cover, electronic warfare, and missile defense gave Israeli aircraft more freedom 

(https://tps.co.il/articles/israeli-official-there-will-be-no-irgc-connected-building-standing-in-a-few- 

days/)to stay in the fight and return quickly. In plain terms, Israeli skill provided the knife edge, and 

American scale helped keep pressure on the target set.

This is one reason the campaign looked different from a standard punitive raid. The objective was not 

symbolic retaliation. It was to break the machinery that allowed Iran to keep launching ballistic missiles 

and drones. By March 8, the Jerusalem Post reported that the IDF said around 75 percent of Iranian 

missile launchers had been destroyed (https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-889169). 

That did not mean Iran had been silenced. It did mean the launch threat was being driven down to a 

level Israel believed its air defense network could manage more effectively.

Military professionals study campaigns that compress time. This one appears to have done exactly 

that. Israel showed that a relatively small airforce, if trained for rapid turnaround, fused to first-rate 

intelligence, and backed by the United States, can hit at a rhythm that disrupts an enemy's recovery 

cycle. That is what makes the operation (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-889138)look 

shorter, faster, and deadlier than many expected.
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Intelligence and Air Power Working as One
The operation did not succeed on aircraft alone. Israeli sources tied the campaign to unusually strong 

intelligence support, and the IDF's own operation page describes it as a broad joint effort 

(https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/operation-roaring-lion/ ) with the United States aimed at removing what 

it called an existential threat. Another analysis, citing

(https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/analysis-us-and-israel-race-to-defeat-iranian- 

missiles-and-drones-following-early-campaign-successes.php)U.S. and Israeli reporting, said the Israeli 

operation used about 200 aircraft and had conducted more than 1,000 sorties by March 2. It also 

described close intelligence coordination between Washington and Jerusalem during the opening 

phase.
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Conclusion
The lesson from this campaign is not that air power solves every problem. The lesson is that Israel and 

the United States built a joint warfighting model that combined precision, tempo, and endurance at a 

very high level. That model appears to have cut deeply into Iran's launch network in the opening days of 

the fight and showed why the Israel Air Force remains one of the most capable combat arms in the 

world.
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On February 28, the United States and Israel (https://allyvia.org/blog/irans-1979- 

embassy-takeover-anniversary-a-reminder-of-enduring-hostility-toward-the-united- 

states-and-israel/) launched a coordinated military campaign against Iranian military
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Israeli aircraft conducted repeated long range strike waves against Iranian missile 

launch sites, air defense batteries, and command centers. American assets extended 

the operational reach of those missions with aerial refueling, electronic warfare

The early days of Operation Epic Fury revealed an extraordinary 

(https://www.israelhayom.com/2026/03/06/the-operation-that-stunned-the-world/)level 

of coordination between the United States and Israel. American long range bombers 

refueling aircraft, intelligence assets, and naval forces worked alongside 

(https://www.jpost.com/jerusalem-report/article-888938)the Israel Defense Forces and 

the Israeli Air Force.
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infrastructure known as Operation Epic Fury. Within days the operation reshaped 

strategic calculations across the Middle East and beyond. Iranian missile systems, air 

defenses, and launch networks that had been built for years with assistance from 

Russia and China faced sustained strikes from American and Israeli forces. The 

results sent a clear signal to the international system: advanced American military 

technology, intelligence integration, and security partnerships remain unmatched on 

the modern battlefield. Nations that have relied on Russian or Chinese guarantees 

now face a difficult question about the credibility of those relationships.

• The United States and Israel launched Operation Epic Fury on February 28 

against Iranian military infrastructure.

• Iranian systems supplied or supported by Russia and China 

(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/03/06/china-iran-failure-

strategy/)failed to prevent sustained U.S. and Israeli strikes.

• Joint air operations (https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20260306-decades- 

of-planning-and-us-backing-helps-fuel-israel-s-air-power), intelligence fusion 

and American logistical power created overwhelming battlefield advantage.

• The campaign weakened Iran’s missile launch network and reduced its ability to 

threaten Israel and U.S. forces.

• The operation reinforced the value (https://www.jpost.com/defense-and- 

tech/article-888633)of American security alliances in contrast with Russian and 

Chinese defense partnerships.

The Strategic Shock of Operation 
Epic Fury
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satellite intelligence, and strategic bombers capable of carrying heavy bunker 

penetrating munitions. 

Iran spent years developing its air defenses and missile capabilities with help from 

outside partners. Russian systems such as the S-300 and Chinese missile technology 

formed key parts of Tehran’s defensive network.

American stealth bombers, air dominance fighters, and tanker fleets allowed Israeli 

aircraft to strike targets deep inside Iran with repeated waves of attacks. Intelligence 

sharing enabled precise targeting of launch infrastructure and command facilities.

The operational tempo stunned many analysts. Strike waves arrived faster than 

Iranian forces could repair damaged launch infrastructure. The combined force 

dismantled large sections of Iran’s missile network during the first phase of the 

campaign.

Neither Russia nor China intervened directly during the opening phase of the 

campaign. Their military partnerships with Iran proved unable to prevent sustained 

attacks on Iranian territory. That reality carried major geopolitical implications.

The Power of the U.S.-lsrael Military 
Partnership

Advanced stealth aircraft, electronic warfare systems, and precision-guided munitions 

repeatedly penetrated Iranian defenses. Missile launch sites and command 

infrastructure were hit despite Tehran’s layered defensive network.

A central lesson from the campaign lies in the depth of cooperation between 

Washington and Jerusalem. The United States provided the global logistical backbone 

that only it possesses. Israel contributed intelligence penetration, operational creativity, 

and pilots accustomed to high-intensity air operations.

Those systems were designed to deter Western air forces. The events following 

February 28 showed their limitations (https://www.visiontimes.com/2026/03/02/china- 

russia-backed-air-defenses-fail-in-iran-as-israeli-us-missiles-batter-tehran.html)when 

confronted by the combined capabilities of the United States and Israel.

Russian and Chinese Support Failed 
to Protect Iran



A Message to Allies and Adversaries
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Iran represented one of the strongest examples of the latter path. The country 

purchased foreign weapons systems, signed strategic agreements, and built security 

cooperation with Moscow and Beijing.

The result was a powerful reminder that the strategic order built by the United States 

after World War II still carries enormous weight.

Global Implications for Security 
Alliances

Countries seeking security guarantees often measure credibility through real battlefield 

performance. Operation Epic Fury delivered exactly that kind of demonstration.

The events of early March placed those arrangements under intense scrutiny. If 

Russian supplied air defenses and Chinese supported missile systems could not 

shield a major regional power from U.S. and Israeli strikes, smaller states will 

inevitably reconsider the reliability of those partnerships.

The outcome of Operation Epic Fury carries consequences beyond the Middle East. 

Many governments around the world have debated closer ties 

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/great-power-spillover-iran-war-

implications-china-russia-turkey-and-europe)with either the United States or 

alternative power centers such as Russia and China.

For American allies, the campaign reinforced the value of cooperation with the United 

States. The ability to integrate intelligence, air power, and global logistics remains a 

unique advantage within the American alliance network.
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This partnership produced a battlefield effect far greater than either country acting 

alone. It demonstrated that American alliances are not symbolic commitments. They 

translate into real military power when crises emerge.

For adversaries, the message was equally clear. Advanced weapons purchased from 

rival powers do not equal the operational experience, technological depth, and alliance 

structure that the United States brings to the field.
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The first phase of Operation Epic Fury reshaped the strategic conversation across 

the globe. Iranian forces supported by Russian and Chinese military technology could 

not prevent sustained strikes by the United States and Israel. American aircraft 

intelligence systems, and alliance coordination dominated the battlefield.

This outcome will influence how governments evaluate their security relationships. 

Nations considering closer ties with Moscow or Beijing must now measure those 

options against the clear military effectiveness demonstrated by Washington and its 

allies. Operation Epic Fury has already become a case study in the continuing 

strength of American power and the enduring value of partnership with the United 

States and Israel.
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March 11, 2026(https://compassionpulse.org/blog/2026/03/11/)

Key Takeaways
• Iran has launched cluster (https://www.timesofisrael.com/irans-cluster- 

missiles-scattering-bombs-and-destruction-across-israel/)iunition attacks 

toward Israeli cities during the ongoing conflict.

• Cluster weapons disperse many smaller explosives over wide areas and posr 

major risk to civilians (https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense- 

news/article-889185)
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the Moral Divide in 
Operation Epic Fury

Since the start of Operation Epic Furyjn February 28, the conflict between Iran and 

the U.S.-lsrael alliance has revealed a stark difference in military conduct. Israel and 

the United States have concentrated their strikes on Iranian military infrastructure, 

missile systems, and regime institutions. At the same time, Iranian forces have 

launched missile attacks that include cluster munitions aimed at Israeli and Arab 

neighbors' civilian population centers. This pattern of attacks has drawn international 

attention because cluster weapons spread dozens or hundreds of smaller explosive 

submunitions across wide areas, dramatically increasing the risk to civilians.
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Iranian Attacks on Civilian Areas
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Because of these risks, cluster weapons have been the subject of intense 

international debate and restrictions (https://unidir.org/wp- 

content/uploads/2023/09/cluster-munitions-en-337.pdf).

These submunitions are intended to strike targets such as vehicles, equipment, or 

civilian centers spread across a wide area. When used in or near populated regions, 

the effects can be devastating.

The strategic purpose of such weapons in a city environment is clear. The spread of 

bomblets increases the probability of hitting civilians, vehicles, and homes across a 

wide radius.

Two major dangers make cluster munitions especially controversial. The first is their 

wide impact area, which can affect anyone within the strike zone. The second is that 

many bomblets fail to explode immediately, remaining on the ground as unexploded 

hazards that can injure civilians long after a conflict ends.

Cluster munitions are weapons designed

(https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/cluster-

munition-factsheet.pdf)to disperse multiple explosive submunitions over a broad 

area. A single missile or bomb can release dozens or even hundreds of smaller 

bomblets.

During the current conflict, Iranian forces have launched missile barrages toward 

major Israeli and Arab neighbors' population centers. Reports indicate that some of 

these attacks included cluster munitions intended to disperse submunitions over 

urban areas.
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• Israeli and U.S. strikes during Operation Epic Fury have focused 

(https://ict.org.il/operation-epic-fury-ict-sitrep-2/)primarily on military targets, 

missile infrastructure, and regime facilities.

• Around half (https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/423698)of all missiles 

fired at Israel used cluster weapons towards population centers, reflecting a 

strategy designed to increase civilian casualties and fear.

• The contrast in targeting approaches has become a major theme in the global 

debate over the war.

What Cluster Munitions Are and Why They 
Are Controversial



U.S. and Israeli Targeting Strategy

A War of Methods as Well as Outcomes
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These attacks demonstrate that Iran's leadership is attempting to maximize civilian 

casualties and psychological terror rather than targeting purely military objectives 

(https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/).

The United States and Israel describe their operational doctrine during Operation Epic 

Fury as focused on military and regime targets.

These targets include missile launch sites, air defense batteries, military bases, 

command centers, and infrastructure linked to Iran's armed forces.

Precision-guided munitions and detailed intelligence have been central to this 

strategy. The goal is to degrade Iran's ability to launch attacks and coordinate military 

operations while avoiding unnecessary harm to civilians.

The difference between those approaches shapes international perceptions of the 

war and highlights the deeper ideological divide between the Iranian regime and 

democratic states confronting it.

Emergency services across Israel have repeatedly warned residents about 

unexploded submunitions after missile attacks, highlighting the ongoing danger even 

after the initial strike.

In contrast, the U.S.-lsrael campaign emphasizes precision strikes on the institutions 

responsible for Iran's military power.

Beyond the battlefield results, the conflict has become a contest of military methods 

and moral narratives.

Military analysts often describe this approach as a targeted campaign designed to 

neutralize the capabilities of the Iranian regime rather than punish the broader 

population.

Iran's use of cluster munitions against populated areas signals an approach that 

treats civilian populations as acceptable targets of pressure. The strategy appears 

designed to spread fear, create casualties, and force political concessions by 

threatening ordinary people.
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This contrast has become a defining feature of the conflict. As the war continues, the 

choice of targets and weapons will remain central to how the world judges the 

conduct of each side.

The ongoing fighting in Operation Epic Fury has revealed more than a clash of military 

forces. It has exposed two sharply different approaches to warfare. Iranian missile 

attacks that include cluster munitions against Israeli cities place civilians directly in 

harm's way. The United States and Israel, by contrast, have directed their strikes 

toward the regime's military infrastructure and command systems.
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The confrontation between the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran did not 

begin in 2026 with military strikes or battlefield operations. Its origins reach back 

nearly half a century to the events of the 1979 Islamic Revolution. When Iran's 

revolutionary leadership seized the American embassy in Tehran and held U.S. 

diplomats hostage for more than a year, the new regime made its position clear. 

Anti-American ideology was not simply rhetoric. It became a core element of the 

Iranian state's political identity and foreign policy. Over the decades that followed, 

this ideology translated into actions through proxy warfare, terrorism, and attacks on 

U.S. forces and citizens across the Middle East.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Revolution That Changed U.S.-lran Relations

3. The Hostage Crisis: The First Direct Confrontation

4. From Rhetoric to Action
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Key Takeaways

Within months of the revolution, this ideological hostility turned into a global crisis.
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The new government defined itself in opposition to Western influence and especially 

to the United States. Revolutionary ideology portrayed America as a hostile power 

that had supported the Shah and interfered in Iranian affairs.

• The modern conflict between the United States and Iran began during the 

Iranian Revolution.

• The Iran hostage crisis marked the first direct confrontation between the new 

Iranian regime and the United States.

• Iranian leaders institutionalized anti-American ideology, including the slogan 

"Death to America."

• Iranian military organizations and proxy groups have been linked to attacks 

that killed (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans)hundreds 

of American service members and civilians.

• The long history of confrontation provides

(https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/why-now)the strategic background for 

later events such as Operation Epic Fury.

Before 1979, the United States and Iran were strategic partners 

.(htt ps://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve04/d164 )i ntheMiddle

East. That relationship ended during the Iranian Revolution, when the monarchy of 

Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi collapsed and was replaced by an Islamist regime led 

by Ruhollah Khomeini.

On November 4, 1979, Iranian militants stormed the U.S. embassy in Tehran, 

beginning the Iran hostage crisis

(https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/short-history/iraniancrises). Fifty-two

American diplomats and citizens were held captive for 444 days.
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From Rhetoric to Action

A Conflict That Spans Generations
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This long timeline helps explain why later events, including the military campaign 

known as Operation Epic Fury, did not emerge in isolation. They developed within a 

broader conflict that began in 1979 and continued through multiple phases of 

escalation.

After the revolution, anti-American slogans became a common feature of Iranian 

political life. The phrase (https://www.iranintl.com/en/202506053274)"Death to 

America" appeared regularly in rallies, speeches, and state media.

During the Iraq War, U.S. military commanders stated that Iranian-supplied weapons 

and training contributed to the deaths of hundreds of American service members.

These militias operated in countries including Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen. 

American officials have repeatedly linked Iranian-backed groups to attacks against 

U.S. forces and diplomatic personnel.

The attacks (https://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/attacking-americans)bv Iran and 

Iranian proxies on the United States and its citizens has now lasted nearly five 

decades. American administrations from both political parties have viewed Iran's 

regional activities and support for terrorist groups as a central security challenge in 

the Middle East.

Over time, the conflict expanded beyond rhetoric. Iranian institutions such as the 

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps built networks of allied militias across the 

Middle East. Through these groups, Iran developed a strategy of proxy warfare that 

allowed it to challenge the United States without direct conventional confrontation 

(htt ps://www.thetruthaboutiran.com/funding-proxies).

The crisis permanently damaged relations between Washington and Tehran. 

Diplomatic ties were severed, economic sanctions were imposed, and the two 

countries entered a confrontation that has continued for decades.
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The seizure shocked the world and violated long-standing diplomatic norms. Instead 

of quickly resolving the crisis, Iran's revolutionary leadership used it as a political 

symbol of hatred against the United States.
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The struggle between the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran has deep 

historical roots. It began with the revolutionary upheaval of 1979 and the hostage 

crisis that followed. From that moment forward, ideological hostility toward the 

United States became embedded in the Iranian regime's worldview.
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Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Over nearly half a century, this hostility moved from slogans to strategy, producing a 

long series of confrontations that attacked American citizens, soldiers, and allies 

across the Middle East. Understanding this history is essential for explaining why 

tensions have persisted for decades and why events such as Operation Epic Fury are 

part of a conflict that has been unfolding since the birth of the Islamic Republic.
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In recent years, two powerful figures who shaped violent Islamist movements met 

the same fate: targeted elimination during U.S.-led military operations. One led a 

terrorist caliphate responsible for mass atrocities across the Middle East and beyond. 

The other ruled a murderous Islamic state that funded terrorists, armed proxy forces, 

and threatened democratic allies for decades. The deaths of these two leaders 

marked defining moments in the struggle against extremist ideologies that 

destabilized regions and endangered civilians worldwide. Both occurred during the 

presidency of Donald Trump and were viewed by supporters of strong

counterterrorism policy as decisive actions against major sources of global instability.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The End of the ISIS Caliph

3. The Killing of Iran's Supreme Leader

4. Why These Events Were Significant

5. Conclusion

Decade's Major Blows to Global 
Extremism
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The End of the ISIS Caliph

The Killing of Iran's Supreme Leader
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His death symbolized the collapse of ISIS's territorial ambitions and dealt a severe 

blow to the organization's leadership structure.

Ali Khamenei ruled (https://www.ipost.com/opinion/article-888962)the Islamic 

Republic from 1989 until his death in 2026. As the country's highest authority, he 

directed Iran's political system and wielded ultimate control over the military, 

including the powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

The United States led a multinational coalition that dismantled 

(https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/1999751/us-forces-kill-isis- 

founder-leader-baghdadi-in-syria/)the territorial "caliphate." In October 2019, U.S. 

special operations forces raided Baghdadi's compound in northwest Syria. During the 

operation, Baghdadi detonated a suicide vest while fleeing into a tunnel, ending the 

rule of the man who had built ISIS into a global jihadist movement.

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi built one of the most brutal terrorist organizations of the 

modern era. As the self-declared "caliph" of the Islamic State, known as ISIS 

(https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/timeline-the-rise-spread-and-fall-the-islamic  

state), he led the group as it seized large parts of Iraq and Syria beginning in 2014. 

Under his leadership, ISIS carried out mass executions, enslaved minorities such as 

the Yazidis, destroyed cultural heritage sites, and organized terrorist attacks 

worldwide.

• The leader of the terrorist organization Islamic State, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 

was killed (https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/NEWS-ARTICLES/News-Article-

View/Article/2004560/central-command-chief-gives-details-on-baghdadi-

raid/)in a U.S. special forces raid in 2019.

• Iran's supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, was killed

(https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4418826/hegseth-

says-epic-furv-goals-in-iran-are-laser-focused/)in a joint U.S.-lsrael strike 

during Operation Epic Fury on February 28.

• Both leaders oversaw networks linked to violence, proxy warfare, and attacks 

across the Middle East.

• Their removal disrupted extremist organizations and demonstrated the 

willingness of the United States and Israel to strike top leadership responsible 

for regional aggression.
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Why These Events Were Significant
The two leaders represented very different forms of Islamist terrorist power.

Conclusion
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Despite these differences, both figures stood at the top of systems responsible for 

death and violence far beyond their borders. Removing them did not eliminate the 

ideologies they promoted, yet it disrupted command structures and forced their 

organizations into periods of instability and transition.

Their removal did not end the broader struggle against radical ideologies. Yet these 

operations demonstrated that the United States and its allies were willing to target 

the highest levels of leadership responsible for spreading violence and destabilizing 

the Middle East and global security.

The strike targeted a gathering of high-ranking officials and destroyed the 

compound where he was located. Iranian state media confirmed his death the 

following day and announced a national mourning period.

The deaths of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and Ali Khamenei marked two major moments 

in the global fight against extremist forces that threaten democratic societies and 

regional stability. Each represented a different pillar of militant Islamist power, one 

through a terrorist caliphate and the other through a revolutionary state structure.

Khamenei led a revolutionary Islamic state that supported terrorist proxies 

(https://www.cfr.org/articles/irans-regional-armed-network)across the Middle East, 

including groups in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen.

The operation triggered major regional consequences, including retaliation by 

Iranian forces and the eventual appointment of his son, Mojtaba Khamenei, as the 

country's new supreme leader.
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On February 28, 2026, Khamenei was killed during a coordinated wave of U.S.—Israeli 

airstrikes against senior Iranian leadership targets in Tehran as part of Operation 

Epic Fury.

Baghdadi headed a non-state terrorist movement that tried to build a global 

caliphate through terror and conquest.

Both wanted and needed warfare and violence to maintain power and their deaths 

are a blow to their ideology and bloodshed, and hopefully lead to a more peaceful 

and secure world.
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