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Public messaging from Iran has long positioned the regime as a defender of the 

Palestinian people. That claim appears frequently in speeches, state media, and 

diplomatic statements. Yet recent events present a stark contradiction that is difficult 

to ignore. In a deadly missile strike in the West Bank, Iranian weapons killed three 

Palestinian women, the very population Iran claims to protect. The gap between 

rhetoric and action raises serious questions about Iran's intentions and the real cost 

of its military strategy.
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Key Takeaways
Ill• Iran presents itself as a defender of Palestinians in its public messaging.

[2]
• An Iranian strike in Judea and Samaria, otherwise known as the West Bank, 

killed three Palestinian women.
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What Cluster Munitions Do

Iran's Public Position on Palestinians

Cluster munitions function by releasing dozens of smaller bomblets over a large 

geographic area. Each of these submunitions can detonate on impact or remain 

unexploded, posing ongoing danger to anyone nearby.

[2]
Assessments " indicated that the missile carried a cluster warhead. These weapons 

break apart in the air, scattering smaller explosives across a wide area. This type of 

weapon does maximum damage, increasing the risk of casualties.

The victims were civilians going about daily life in a populated area. Their deaths 

stand as a direct outcome of the weapon used and the manner in which it was 

deployed.

Iran's leadership regularly frames its foreign policy as aligned with Palestinian 
[4]

interests . Officials often describe their actions as part of a broader effort to oppose

Israel and support Palestinian rights. This narrative is repeated in state
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Three Palestinian women were killed when an Iranian missile struck a hair salon in 

the town of Beit Awwa, near Hebron. The attack also injured at least thirteen others, 

with one person in serious condition.

International organizations and arms control experts have criticized these weapons 

for years. Their wide dispersal pattern makes it difficult to control where they land, 

especially in populated regions. Civilian casualties are a well-documented result of 

their use.

Reports from the current conflict indicate that Iranian missile systems have 

increasingly relied on these types of warheads. Emergency responders have 

described how a single strike can create multiple impact zones across

neighborhoods, complicating rescue efforts and increasing the number of people at 

risk.
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Such incidents challenge the credibility of Iran's messaging. When actions produce 

outcomes that directly harm the people a government claims to defend, the gap 

between words and reality becomes difficult to dismiss.

The killing of three Palestinian women by an Iranian missile presents a stark example 

of the difference between stated intent and actual outcome. Iran's claim to defend 

Palestinians stands in direct conflict with an attack that took Palestinian lives using a 

weapon known for its wide and unpredictable impact.

This is not a matter of political interpretation. The sequence of events is clear. A 

missile launched as part of Iran's broader campaign struck a civilian location in the 

West Bank. The result was the loss of innocent lives.
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ations and international forums.

Readers should look closely at both rhetoric and results when evaluating claims 

made in international conflicts. In this case, the results speak for themselves.

Till

IrarTT

The deaths of these Palestinian women expose a clear contradiction. On one hand, 

Iran claims to stand as a guardian of Palestinian interests. On the other hand, its 

military actions have now directly killed Palestinian civilians using weapons known 

for their indiscriminate impact.

The facts of the incident are clear. A cluster munition struck a civilian area in the 

West Bank, killing three and injuring others. This event calls for careful scrutiny of 

official narratives and a focus on what actions produce on the ground.

A Contradiction That Cannot Be 
Ignored
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The missile that killed these women was not aimed at protecting Palestinian civilians. 
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The current war between Iran, Israel, and the United States did not emerge in 

isolation. It is tied to a broader network of alliances and armed groups that Iran has 

built over decades. Known as the Axis of Resistance, this network includes terrorist 

organizations and state-backed forces operating across the Middle East. Recent 

analysis shows that this axis is not weakening, even after major military setbacks. 

Instead, it is adapting, rebuilding, and receiving indirect support from global powers 

such as Russia and China. This evolving structure presents a serious challenge for the 

United States and Israel, raising urgent questions about security and stability in the 

region.
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What Is the Axis of Resistance?

How the Axis Has Adapted and Rebuilt
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This structure allows Iran to project power across the region without relying solely on 

its own military. It also creates multiple fronts that can threaten Israel and U.S. forces 

at the same time.

This rebuilding1-1 includes rearming, securing new funding sources, and 

strengthening internal coordination. Financial networks tied to IRGC-linked 

companies continue to support groups such as Hezbollah, Iraqi militias, and the 

Houthis.

The network has also become more decentralized. Individual groups now operate 

with greater independence while still following a shared strategy. This makes the axis 

more resilient. Even if one group is weakened, others can continue operating.

These groups operate in different countries but share common goals and receive 

support from Iran. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps serves as the central force 

connecting them, providing weapons, funding, military training and strategic 

guidance.

The Axis of Resistance refers to a loose coalition of armed terrorist groups and allied 
Blforces supported by Iran. According to Encyclopaedia Britannica, this network 

includes organizations such as Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas and Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad in Gaza and the West Bank, militias in Iraq, and Houthi forces in Yemen.

After earlier confrontations, including conflicts involving Israel in 2025, analysts 

observed a shift in how the Axis of Resistance operates. According to the Middle East 

Institute, the network entered a phase " of outward quiet while continuing to rebuild 

behind the scenes.

The Axis of Resistance is a network111 of Iranian-backed terrorist groups across 

the Middle East.

It includes Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Iraqi militias, and Houthi 

forces in Yemen.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps plays a central ~ role in funding, 

training, and directing these groups.

Russia and China “ provide diplomatic and economic backing that helps 

sustain Iran's regional strategy.

The network has adapted after recent conflicts, becoming more decentralized 

and harder to dismantle.

The current war that began on February 28, 2026 reflects efforts to weaken this 

network and reduce its threat.
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Why This Led to War in 2026
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Allowing this network to expand further could lead to more frequent and more 

advanced attacks. It could also shift the balance of power in the Middle East in ways 

that undermine U.S. and allied interests.

According to analysis1-1, this alignment brings together three major adversaries of 

the United States. Their shared interest lies in challenging U.S. influence and 

reshaping regional power dynamics.

Together, these relationships reduce the impact of sanctions and diplomatic 

isolation, allowing Iran and its network to continue functioning.

The continued growth of the Axis of Resistance presents a long-term challenge. Its 

decentralized structure, combined with external support from Russia and China, 

makes it difficult to dismantle.

For the United States, this network threatens military personnel, regional allies, and 

global stability. For Israel, it represents a direct and immediate security risk, with 

hostile forces positioned on multiple borders.

The war that began on February 28, reflects growing concerns about the strength 

and reach of Iran's network. The United States and Israel view the Axis of Resistance 

as a direct threat to their forces, allies, and regional stability.

Iran-backed groups have carried out attacks against Israeli territory and targeted U.S. 

personnel in past conflicts. The expansion of missile capabilities and drone 

technology among these groups has increased the level of risk.

Russia's involvement in Syria and its coordination with Iranian forces has already 

demonstrated how these partnerships can operate in practice. China's economic 

engagement, including energy purchases and trade, provides Iran with financial 

lifelines that help sustain its activities.

The decision to confront Iran militarily is tied to the goal of weakening this network 

before it becomes even more entrenched. Reducing the capabilities of these groups 

is seen as a step toward limiting future attacks.

Iran's growing ties with Russia and China add another layer to this challenge. These 

countries provide political backing, economic ties, and in some cases indirect 

support that helps Iran withstand international pressure.

The Stakes for the United States and Its 
Allies
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The Role of Russia and China



Frequently Asked Questions

Key components of the Axis of Resistance include:
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The Axis of Resistance represents a coordinated effort by Iran to extend its influence 

through allied groups across the Middle East. Supported by the Islamic Revolutionary 

Guard Corps and strengthened by ties with Russia and China, this network has 

shown an ability to adapt and rebuild even after setbacks.

Understanding how the Axis of Resistance operates, and how it is supported, is key 

to understanding the broader conflict. The decisions made now will shape the future 

balance of power in the region and the security of the U.S. and its allies in the years 

ahead.

Iran's support for militant organizations escalates conflicts and complicates 

containment efforts. U.S. government analyses indicate that Iran has maintained its 

position on the State Sponsors of Terrorism list since 1984, with the IRGC and its 

Qods Force playing key roles in financing, training, and equipping proxy groups.

The current war reflects the urgency of addressing this threat. The United States and 

Israel are acting not only in response to immediate attacks but also to limit the long 

term growth of this network.

The Axis of Resistance refers to a coalition of various political and military entities in 

the Middle East that oppose Israel and U.S. influence. This terminology is frequently 

used in media and policy discussions, although it lacks an official command 

structure. The dynamics surrounding this coalition are often shaped by broader 

narratives that frame Israel as a focal point in global conflicts, leading to potential 

double standards in international responses.

How does Iran's support for militant groups 
affect regional security?

What is the Axis of Resistance and who are 
its prominent players?

Iran, often viewed as the primary state backer;

Syria, a consistent state partner, especially during conflicts;

Hezbollah in Lebanon;

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad in the Palestinian territories; 

Houthi forces (Ansar Allah) in Yemen;

Various Iran-aligned militias in Iraq.

As these relationships evolve, recent trends highlight how coordination, financial 

support, training, and shared narratives adapt in response to changing geopolitical 

dynamics. The framing of these conflicts often rewards anti-lsrael narratives, which 

complicates perceptions and responses to the actions of the Axis.
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Footnotes
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Militarily, external affiliations enhance capabilities and resilience, impacting supply 

chains, dual-use components, training collaborations, and the endurance of allied 

forces. Ideologically, backers can amplify narratives that present Iran as a champion 

of "resistance," potentially boosting recruitment and fundraising among aligned 

networks. For audiences focused on prevention, key indicators to observe include:

Global backers enhance Iran's use beyond its borders...financially, diplomatically, 

and through access to technology. Even limited support can relieve sanctions 

pressure, introduce new trade routes, and provide political cover in international 

discussions.

• Diplomatic arrangements that normalize coercive actions;

• Information dissemination that supports propaganda or misinformation;

• Material assistance that fortifies armed proxies.

Recent shifts in these relationships underscore the necessity for ongoing, truth­

based analysis and education centered on shared values to counter extremist 

ideologies effectively. For further insights into how narratives shape perceptions of 

Israel and its geopolitical implications, see our analysis on global attention towards 

Israel (https://cognitura.org/why-does-israel-draw-outsized-global-attention).

More attack pathways: Iran-linked groups have executed significant attacks, 

including the 1983 Beirut Marine barracks bombing (resulting in the deaths of

241 U.S. service members) and the 1996 Khobar Towers attack (19 U.S. Air 

Force personnel killed), as noted by U.S. officials.

Regional spillover: Support for armed factions in Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and the 

Palestinian territories exacerbates cycles of violence and instability.

Unpredictable escalation: Recent reports suggest that some proxies, including 

the Houthis, may operate increasingly independently, challenging Tehran's 

control even as weaponry and capabilities persist.

What is the significance of global backers to 
Iran's military and ideological ambitions?

1. https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF12587 (https://www.congress.gov/crs- 

product/IF12587) ■

2. https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/iran-and-the-continued-aid-to-the-axis-of-

resistance-amid-the-ceasefire-in-the-gaza-strip/ (https://www.terrorism-

info.org.il/en/iran-and-the-continued-aid-to-the-axis-of-resistance-amid-the-

ceasefire-in-the-gaza-strip/) M

3. https://www.uscc.gov/research/china-iran-fact-sheet-short-primer-relationship

(https://www.uscc.gov/research/china-iran-fact-sheet-short-primer-relationship)
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Iran is facing a moment of uncertainty at the highest level of its leadership. Following 

the reported death of longtime Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, his son, Mojtaba 

Khamenei, was named as his successor. Yet since that announcement, Mojtaba has 

not appeared in public, raising serious questions about who is actually directing the 

country during an active war with the United States and Israel. This leadership 

vacuum has drawn attention to a powerful force inside Iran that may already be in 

control. Evidence points to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, a U.S.-designated 

terrorist organization, as the group now shaping Iran's decisions at a critical time.

1. Key Takeaways

2. A Missing Supreme Leader in a Time of War

3. The IRGC: A Power Center Built for Control

4. A System That Can Function Without a Visible Leader

5. What IRGC Control Means in Practice

6. The Broader Picture: A Regime Defined by Its Most Extreme Elements

7. Conclusion
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However, according to reports^1, Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly since 

taking the role. A statement attributed to him was read on state television, but he 

did not attend major public events, including Friday prayers and Al Quds Day. These 

events traditionally feature direct appearances by Iran's top leader.

Reports suggest Mojtaba may have been injured during early U.S. and Israeli strikes, 

suffering a fractured foot, facial injuries, and other wounds, possibly in hospital and 

on a ventilator. While Iranian officials claim he is safe, his continued absence has left 

a visible gap at the top of Iran's leadership during wartime.

This raises a direct and urgent question. If the Supreme Leader is not visible and 

possibly not fully active, who is making the decisions?

Iran's leadership structure centers on the Supreme Leader, who holds ultimate 

authority over the military, government, and judiciary. With the death of Ali 

Khamenei, attention shifted immediately to his successor.
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8.2. How has the power of the Revolutionary Guards changed over time?

8.3. What recent developments indicate the growing power of the Revolutionary Guards?

8.4. Footnotes

A Missing Supreme Leader in a Time of 
War

Key Takeaways
• Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly111 since being named Iran's 

Supreme Leader.
[2]

• Reports indicate he may have been injured during early strikes in the war.

• The absence of visible leadership raises concerns about who is governing Iran.
• The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps already1’1 holds major military and 

political power.
[4]

• The IRGC is designated as a terrorist organization by the United States, the 

EU and many other countries.

• Analysts suggest Iran's system can function without a visible leader, increasing 

the IRGC's influence.



What IRGC Control Means in Practice
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During wartime, this structure becomes even more significant. Military decisions 

must be made quickly, and the IRGC is positioned to act without waiting for public 

direction from a leader who remains out of sight.

The most likely answer0 lies with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, often 

referred to as the IRGC. Formed after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the IRGC was 

created to protect the regime and maintain its ideological direction.

One key insight from recent reporting is that Iran's system may not require an active 
or visible Supreme Leader to operate. According to analysis1"1, the structure of power 

in Iran allows key institutions, especially the IRGC, to continue functioning even in 

the absence of direct leadership.

In practical terms, the IRGC already functions as the most powerful institution inside 

Iran. It has command over military operations and significant influence over political 

decisions.

This means that while Mojtaba Khamenei holds the title, real authority may already 

be exercised by senior IRGC commanders. These individuals control military strategy, 

internal security, and regional operations.

The United States officially designated the IRGC as a terrorist organization in 2019, 

citing its role in supporting militant groups and conducting attacks through regional 

proxies.

If the IRGC is now effectively running Iran, it has major implications for the region 

and for U.S. forces. The organization has a long record of supporting terrorist groups 

and conducting attacks beyond Iran's borders.

A System That Can Function Without a 
Visible Leader

Over decades, the IRGC has grown far beyond0 a traditional military force. It 

controls major parts of Iran's economy, oversees missile and nuclear programs, and 

directs operations through proxy groups across the Middle East. Its Quds Force, in 

particular, manages relationships with armed groups in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and 

Gaza.
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Direct control by the IRGC would likely mean a more aggressive0 and less restrained 

approach to the current war. Decisions would be shaped by military priorities and 

ideological goals rather than diplomatic considerations.

The situation unfolding in Iran highlights a long-standing reality. The country's most 

powerful institution is not its elected government or even its formal leadership. It is 

the IRGC, an organization built to defend the radical and oppressive regime and 

expand its influence.

For observers in the United States and across the Middle East, this moment provides 

a clearer understanding of how Iran operates. Power is concentrated in the hands of 

a military organization with a record of regional intervention and support for terrorist 

groups.

Iran's leadership crisis has exposed a deeper truth about how the country is 

governed. With Mojtaba Khamenei absent from public view and recovering from 

injuries, the question of who is in charge has become urgent. The evidence points 

strongly toward the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps as the dominant force 

directing Iran's actions during the war.

The IRGC's control reflects years of growing influence within Iran's political and 

military system. As a U.S.-designated terrorist organization with a history of regional 

attacks, its central role carries serious implications. For the United States, Israel, and 

their allies, understanding this power structure is critical when assessing Iran's next 

moves and the risks ahead.

This also raises concerns about escalation. Without a visible political leader balancing 

military actions, the risk of broader conflict increases.

The current absence of Mojtaba Khamenei has made this structure more visible. 

What was once behind the scenes is now at the center of attention.
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Its leadership has consistently taken a hardline position against both Israel and the 

United States. The IRGC has backed groups such as Hezbollah and Hamas, supplied 

weapons across the region, and supported attacks on U.S. personnel in Iraq in past 

conflicts.

The Broader Picture: A Regime Defined 
by Its Most Extreme Elements



Key functions commonly attributed to the IRGC include:

In practice, the IRGC's power has grown through three reinforcing tracks:
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• Security reach: The IRGC and its Basij militia conduct domestic policing and 

counter-dissent functions alongside conventional forces.

• Defense and deterrence through strategic missile and maritime capabilities.

• Internal control executed via security and intelligence-linked activities.

• Regional operations facilitated by relationships with allied armed groups 

abroad.

• Economic influence through connections with major state-linked projects and 

companies.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) began following Iran's 1979 

revolution as a parallel force intended to safeguard the new political order. Over 

time, its role expanded from internal security to a broader institution with military, 

intelligence, and economic influence.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (https://factsiqnal.org/bloq/israel- 

warned-the-world-about-irans-regime-and-now-the-world-sees-it-was-proven-

right) (IRGC) is a powerful security and political institution established after Iran's

1979 revolution. It operates alongside Iran's regular military (Artesh) and is tasked 

with protecting the Islamic Republic and its leadership.

How has the power of the Revolutionary 
Guards changed over time?

In practice, the IRGC's role encompasses internal security 

(https://factsignal.org/comparative-terrorism-studies/global-lessons-from- 

counterterrorism), military operations, and foreign policy influence. It has its own 

command structure and incorporates the Quds Force

(https://factsiqnal.org/bloq/how-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-sees-the-united- 

states-and-its-citizens-as-its-qreatest-enemy) (an overseas operations unit) and 

the Basij (a volunteer militia often utilized for domestic enforcement). Recent 

developments illustrate that the IRGC remains central to how Iran manages threats 

and projects influence, especially following significant events like the death of 

Khamenei, which underscored the IRGC's pivotal role in maintaining state stability.

Who are the Revolutionary Guards and what 
is their role in Iran?
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Key indicator: When the same institution anchors internal repression and external 

force projection, it signals a growing political and operational power.
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• Regional operations: The IRGC's Quds Force manages external networks and 

partners, shaping Iran's influence beyond its borders.

• Economic footprint: IRGC-linked entities have become active in construction, 

energy, and logistics, increasing budgetary and political use.

Analysis: When a single actor accumulates coercive power, intelligence capacity, and 

commercial interests, accountability and transparency become increasingly 

challenging to enforce. Recent developments indicate that the IRGC remains a 

central node in Iran's security decision-making.

Recent reports demonstrate that the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) is vital 

not only to Iran's external positioning but also to domestic control. Reporting on 

expanded strikes within Iran highlights how targets linked to internal repression... 

such as facilities associated with the IRGC and Basij...are viewed as key nodes of state 

power rather than peripheral security units according to Compassion Pulse's
181

reporting on targeting repression headquarters .

What recent developments indicate the 
growing power of the Revolutionary Guards?

1. https://www.foxnews.com/video/6391022006112

(https://www.foxnews.com/video/6391022006112) M

2. https://themedialine.org/headlines/where-is-mojtaba-khamenei/

(https://themedialine.org/headlines/where-is-mojtaba-khamenei/) M

3. https://edition.cnn.eom/2026/03/14/middleeast/iran-israel-us-moitaba-supreme- 

leader (https://edition.cnn.com/2026/03/14/middleeast/iran-israel-us-mojtaba-  

supreme-leader) M

4. https://rewardsforjustice.net/rewards/islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps-irgc-key 

leaders/ (https://rewardsforjustice.net/rewards/islamic-revolutionary-guard-

Other documented trends point to IRGC influence over strategic programs and 

regional networks. Analysis of Iran's post-strike posture describes renewed ballistic 

missile activity and the continuation of missile exports to proxies across the region... 

activities typically linked to the Guard's logistics and expeditionary role per Allyvia's 

overview of Iran's missile rebuilding and exports . The IRGC's involvement in these 

operations emphasizes its dual role in both internal repression and external force 

projection.
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Nuclear weapons in the hands of the Iranian regime would represent one of the gravest threats to 

global security. The regime has a long record of sponsoring terrorism, attacking Americans and U.S. 

allies, and brutally repressing its own people.
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For 47years, the Iranian Regime has built its strategy around hostility toward the United States and 

the West. Following the 12-day war in June 2025, Iran accelerated its nuclear weapons program — 

moving facilities deep underground, expanding ballistic missile production, and using negotiations 

to buy time.

At the same time, Iran has strengthened ties with Russia and China, coordinating economically and 

militarily with other authoritarian powers opposed to the United States. Together, these 

developments create a growing threat to American national security and global stability — making 

decisive action to counter Iran’s ambitions increasingly urgent.
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The war with Iran has expanded beyond direct military strikes into a global economic 

confrontation. During Operation Epic Fury, Iran has moved to disrupt one of the most 

critical shipping routes in the world, the Strait of Hormuz. This narrow waterway carries 

a significant share of the world’s oil supply, making any disruption a global concern. As 

the United States sought support from allies to restore access, a clear divide emerged. 

While many traditional partners hesitated, Israel stepped forward in direct coordination 

with U.S. efforts. The situation has raised new questions about alliances

commitments, financial investments, and who is willing to act when global stability is at 

risk.

X

Strait of Hormuz Crisis Highlights Israel 
as a Highly Dependable Partner

A 
X
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Why the Strait of Hormuz Matters

The U.S. Call for Allied Support
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As tensions escalated, the United States moved to secure the waterway and ensure 

the continued flow of oil. This effort requires naval coordination, mine-clearing 

operations, and protection for commercial vessels.

Blocking or threatening the strait does not require full control. Even limited attacks 

mines, or harassment of shipping can slow or halt traffic, creating ripple effects across 

global markets.

Iran has long viewed the Strait as a strategic lever. By threatening or restricting 

access, it can apply pressure not only on regional rivals but also on the global 
[6]

economy . During Operation Epic Fury, this tactic reappeared as part of Iran’s 

broader response to U.S. and Israeli military action.

Given the global stakes, the U.S. called on allies in Europe and Asia to contribute 

forces. Many of these countries rely heavily on energy that passes through the Strait 

of Hormuz. The expectation was that shared economic interests would translate into

• Iran attempted111 to restrict access to the Strait of Hormuz during Operation Epic 

Fury, allowing only its own ships and those traveling to Russia and China.

• About 20 percent of global oil supply passes through this route.
[2]

• The United States requested assistance from European and Asian allies.

• Many allies have not committed forces to reopening the strait.
[3]

• Israel has supported U.S. efforts during the conflict, and has committed to 

helping the U.S. reopen the Straits.
[4]

• President Trump has noted Israel’s assistance. The American president said 

that “Israel is working with the U.S. to secure the Strait of Hormuz.”

• The situation raises concerns about burden-sharing among U.S. allies.

especially after the investment America makes to allies around the world.

[5] 
The Strait of Hormuz is one of the most important maritime chokepoints in the world. 

Roughly one-fifth of global oil consumption moves through this narrow passage each 

day. Any disruption can immediately affect energy prices, shipping routes, and 

economic stability worldwide.
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A Broader Question About Alliances
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shared military action.

In contrast, Israel has taken an active role in supporting U.S. operations during the 

conflict. While Israel is not geographically located near the Strait of Hormuz, its military 

actions against Iranian capabilities have contributed to the broader effort to weaken 

Iran’s ability to disrupt global shipping.

[4]
President Trump has noted Israel’s assistance. The American president said that

“Israel is working with the U.S. to secure the Strait of Hormuz.”

Israeli operations targeting missile systems, infrastructure, and command networks 

reduce the tools Iran can use to threaten maritime routes. This support plays a role in 

the larger campaign to restore stability.

Israel’s Role in Supporting U.S. 
Operations

The cooperation reflects the close military relationship between Israel and the United 

States. It also highlights Israel’s willingness to act alongside U.S. forces even when 

the immediate issue, such as a maritime chokepoint, lies outside its direct territory.

[7]
The U.S. spends roughly three billion dollars a year on Israel’s military, and 

somewhere between ten and twenty billion dollars annually to station troops in Japan, 

South Korea, and Europe. Nineteen days into this war, only one of those investments 

has produced a return. The underperformance of his European assets may well 

prompt Trump to audit NATO.

The current situation has sparked debate about the effectiveness of long-standing 

alliances. The United States spends billions of dollars annually maintaining military 

partnerships and deployments across Europe and Asia. These arrangements are 

designed to ensure collective security and rapid response during crises.

However, nearly three weeks into the conW, there has been limited visible 

commitment from these allies. Despite longstanding defense partnerships and 

significant U.S. military presence in regions such as Europe, Japan, and South Korea 

few have stepped forward to participate directly in reopening the strait.



The Global Stakes of Inaction

Conclusion
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The limited response to the Strait of Hormuz situation has led some analysts to 

question whether these alliances are delivering in practice. The contrast between 
financial investment and operational supports now under closer scrutiny.

For countries in Europe and Asia, the stakes are particularly high. Many depend on 

energy imports that pass through this route. A prolonged disruption could affect 

industries, transportation, and daily life.

Failure to quickly reopen and secure the Strait of Hormuz carries serious 

consequences. Disruptions to oil supply can lead to higher energy prices, economic 

instability, and increased tension between nations.

This moment highlights the importance of reliable partnerships in times of crisis. It also 

raises important questions about burden-sharing and the future of international 

alliances. As the situation develops, the decisions made by U.S. allies will shape not 

only the outcome of this conflict but also the structure of global security cooperation in 

the years ahead.

This moment may influence future U.S. policy decisions, including how resources are 

allocated and how alliances are structured. It also raises questions about 

expectations. When global trade routes are threatened, should all affected nations 

contribute to securing them?

The situation underscores the interconnected nature of global security. Actions taken 

in one region can have far-reaching effects, making coordinated responses more 

important.

Iran’s attempt to disrupt the Strait of Hormuz during Operation Epic Fury has turned a 

regional conflict into a global economic issue. The response has revealed a clear 

divide among U.S. allies. While many have yet to commit forces, Israel has supported 

American efforts through coordinated military action and intelligence sharing.
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Public officials often shape their own exit narratives, but those narratives do not 

always align with the full set of facts. In recent coverage, Joe Kent, the US security 

official claimed that he resigned over the war in Iran and attempted to frame the 

decision as a principled stance related to Israel. A closer look at the timeline and 

reporting shows a different sequence of events, one that raises questions about 

motive and credibility. When an official resigns while already under investigation, the 

context matters. Understanding that context helps separate genuine policy 

disagreement from attempts to redirect attention away from personal or legal 

troubles.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Timeline Behind the Resignation

3. The Israel Explanation and Its Strategic Use

4. Why Context Matters in Public Accountability

5. The Broader Impact on Public Discourse

6. Conclusion
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This raises a key question: why emphasize Israel at that moment? The answer may lie 

in the effectiveness of distraction. By linking his resignation to an issue he knew 

would gain attention, Kent was able to shift the conversation away from the

In his public remarks, the official framed his resignation as a response to conspiracy 

theories related to Israel, including that the fight against ISIS was an Israeli plot that 
[4]

led to the death of his wife. This framing drew immediate attention. Statements 
critical of Israel often receive widespread [“] media coverage, particularly in 

international outlets.

This sequence is important. When an individual resigns while under active 

investigation, the resignation often reflects mounting pressure rather than a sudden 

change in principle. In this case, the investigation formed the backdrop to the 

resignation, even if it was not highlighted in his public statements. By focusing 

attention elsewhere, Kent was able to present his departure in a more favorable light 

to some.
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6.1. Footnotes

The Israel Explanation and Its Strategic 
Use

Key Takeaways
• Kent was already under investigation Ul' before announcing his resignation.

[2]
• His public resignation was full of conspiracy theories related to Israel, despite 

the investigation being unrelated to Israeli policy.

• The timing suggests the Israel-focused narrative may have been used to shift 

media attention.

• This pattern reflects a broader tendency among some public figures to deflect 

scrutiny by invoking controversial geopolitical issues.

• Accurate reporting requires examining timelines and facts rather than 

accepting stated motives at face value.

The Timeline Behind the Resignation
Reports^1 indicate that the official's resignation did not occur in isolation or as a 

spontaneous response to policy disagreements. At the time of his announcement, he 
was already facing scrutiny tied to alleged misconduct. Investigations^ of this kind 

typically unfold over weeks or months, not overnight. That means concerns about his 

actions were already known within relevant institutions before he stepped down.
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This also places an added burden on journalists and readers to separate fact from 

framing. A statement made at the time of resignation may not reflect the full picture. 

Looking at the timeline, the investigation, and the broader context provides a more 

accurate understanding.

The resignation described in recent reporting illustrates how timing and messaging 

can shape public perception. While Kent presented his departure as a response to 

issues involving Israel, the existence of an ongoing investigation tells a more 

complete story. The sequence of events suggests that the Israel-focused explanation 

served as a way to deflect attention from more immediate personal concerns.
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investigation into his own conduct. Media cycles tend to focus on anything that 

makes Israel look bad, which can overshadow less visible but more personally 

damaging developments.

Understanding the full context of a resignation is essential for evaluating the 

credibility of public statements. When an investigation is already underway, any 

explanation for stepping down must be viewed alongside that fact. Ignoring the 

investigation risks accepting a narrative that may not reflect reality.

Readers benefit from examining not just what is said, but when and why it is said. In 

this case, the facts point to a resignation influenced by investigative pressure, with 

the public narrative redirected toward a highly visible international issue. Staying

When Israel is used as a focal point in situations unrelated to its policies or actions, it 

can distort public discourse. Israel is disliked by many in the liberal media, and 

references to it carry significant weight and attention. Using that weight as a shield 

against unrelated allegations risks misinforming audiences and complicating 

legitimate discussions about Israeli policy.

In democratic systems, transparency and accountability are central expectations. 

Officials are entrusted with authority, and when questions arise about their conduct, 

those questions deserve clear answers. Redirecting attention to unrelated 

geopolitical issues does not address the underlying concerns. Instead, it can delay or 

dilute public understanding of the situation.

Why Context Matters in Public 
Accountability
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The ongoing war between Iran, Israel and the U.S. has taken a troubling turn with the 

use by Iran of cluster munitions against Israeli civilian areas. These weapons are 

widely condemned due to their indiscriminate nature and long-term danger to 

civilians. Recent attacks in central Israel, including one that killed an elderly couple in 

their 70s, have brought renewed attention to the human cost of these tactics. The 

use of such weapons in populated areas raises serious legal and moral questions. It 

also highlights the risks faced by ordinary civilians caught in the conflict.

1. Key Takeaways

2. What Happened in Ramat Gan

3. What Makes Cluster Bombs So Dangerous

4. Evidence of Widespread Use in the Current War

5. Legal and Moral Implications

6. The Human Impact on Israeli Civilians

7. Conclusion

8. Frequently Asked Questions about Cluster Bombs

8.1. What are cluster bombs and why are they considered illegal under international law?

8.2. What are the implications of using cluster bombs on civilian populations?

8.3. How does international humanitarian law govern the actions of countries in armed 

conflict?

8.4. Footnotes
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What Happened in Ramat Gan

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/20/2026 8:37:35 PM

Emergency responders reported damage to homes and surrounding infrastructure, 

with additional injuries caused by flying debris. The nature of the weapon meant that 

the impact was not limited to a single point but affected multiple locations 

simultaneously.

Cluster weapons release dozens of smaller explosives, often referred to as bomblets, 
over a wide area. In this case, the spread151 of these submunitions increased the 

likelihood of civilian casualties, even for individuals attempting to take shelter.

A recent Iranian missile strike on Ramat Gan, a city near Tel Aviv, resulted in the 
Hl

deaths of an elderly couple as they attempted to reach a bomb shelter. The victims, 

both in their 70s, were struck by shrapnel from a missile carrying cluster munitions.

Cluster munitions are designed to cover large areas rather than strike a single target. 

When deployed, a single missile can release dozens of smaller explosives over 

several miles.

What Makes Cluster Bombs So 
Dengerous

HOME INTERNATIONAL LAW & ACCOUNTABILITY  

civilian risk. news&analysis

• Their use in populated areas is widely considered a violation " of international 

humanitarian law.

• Reports indicate that a significant portion of Iranian missiles in the conflict 

carry cluster warheads.
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The repeated use of cluster munitions increases the cumulative danger to the 

population. Each strike leaves behind not only immediate destruction but also 

I ngering hazards from unexploded ordnance.

Reports from the current conflict indicate that cluster munitions are not being used
151 

in isolated incidents. Israeli defense assessments suggest that a significant portion

of Iranian missiles fired at Israel carry cluster warheads.

Beyond the legal framework, there is a broader moral concern. The deaths of 

civilians, including elderly individuals attempting to reach safety, highlight the 

human cost of these crimes.

When such weapons are used in cities, the likelihood of civilian harm is extremely 

high. This raises the possibility of violations of the laws of armed conflict and 

potential war crimes.

International humanitarian law requires that combatants distinguish between military 

targets and civilians. Weapons that cannot be directed precisely at a military 

objective are considered unlawful when used in populated areas.

Cluster munitions fall into this category. Human rights organizations have described 

their use in civilian environments as inherently indiscriminate.

Earlier in the war, similar weapons were linked to casualties111 at a construction site in 

central Israel, where multiple workers were killed or injured. These attacks show a 

pattern of strikes affecting civilian areas rather than limited military targets.

Evidence of Widespread Use in the 
Current War

I
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Th s two major dangers for civilians. First, the immediate blast area is wide
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Communities affected by these attacks must also deal with the aftermath.

Unexploded bomblets can remain in neighborhoods, posing risks to residents and 

emergency responders long after the initial strike.

As the conflict continues, the use by Iran of weapons that spread destruction across 

civilian areas will remain a central issue. Protecting civilians is a core principle of 

international law, and actions that place non-combatants at risk demand close 

scrutiny. The events in Israel serve as a stark reminder of the human cost when that 

principle is not upheld.

Cluster bombs (or cluster munitions) are area-effect weapons that disperse 

numerous smaller submunitions across a broad area when detonated. A significant 

concern is that many of these submunitions fail to detonate, resulting in unexploded 

ordnance that remains a persistent hazard to civilians long after conflicts end. The 

humanitarian toll is severe, causing life-altering injuries and deaths among non- 

combatants, thus undermining their security and dignity. In contrast, military 

operations guided by international humanitarian law

(htt ps://i ustorium.org /documentation/international-treaties-and-conventions-

The use of cluster munitions by Iran in attacks on Israeli cities raises serious concerns 

about both legality and human impact. These weapons are widely criticized for their 

indiscriminate nature and long-term danger to civilians. The deaths of an elderly 

couple in Ramat Gan illustrate the real-world consequences of such tactics.

What are cluster bombs and why are they 
considered illegal under international law?

Frequently Asked Questions about 
Cluster Bombs
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The deployment of cluster munitions in or near civilian areas raises significant legal 

questions under international humanitarian law (IHL). These weapons scatter 

submunitions widely, increasing the risk of unintended civilian casualties and leaving 

unexploded ordnance that can cause injuries long after an attack. The core of the 

issue lies in proportionality: targeting a military objective becomes unlawful if 

civilian casualties are deemed "excessive in relation to the concrete and direct 

military advantage anticipated." This evaluation must be conducted for each attack, 

based on credible evidence available at the time, necessitating that parties take 

precautions to limit harm, such as issuing warnings and having the option to abort a 

strike.

Recent reports, notably from Operation Epic Fury, reveal Iranian missile strikes 

employing cluster munitions against Israeli cities, heightening concerns about 

unexploded submunitions and their ongoing threat to civilian lives. The complexities 

of armed conflict are further illustrated by instances where one party may use 

civilians as shields, shifting responsibility for harm primarily to the violator rather 

than the defending state.

What are the implications of using cluster 
bombs on civilian populations?

I observed-bv-israel/) (IHL) emphasize the need for distinction and

, ensuring that attacks are directed at legitimate military targets while
I SUPPORT NETWORK

g civilian harm. Friday, march 20, 2026 (https://justorium.org/support-
NETWORK/)

JUBSeFORfltl^Muctive impact, cluster munitions are largely seen as illegal in many
(httpgi36if^:^rigpg^i]gjbq essential principles of international humanitarian law (IHL)
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proportionality (ensuring any incidentalcivitiW’harm is not excessive). The wide-

area impact and high rates of unexpioded ordnance complicate civilian protection, 

particularly in densely populated regions. A crucial legal framework, the Convention 

on Cluster Munitions (2008), explicitly prohibits the use, production, transfer, and 

stockpiling of these weapons for its States Parties. Even when the treaty does not 

apply, IHL mandates rigorous precautions and accountability to protect civilians from

harm.
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Footnotes

• Distinction: Combatants must distinguish between civilians and military 

personnel, and between civilian objects and military targets.

• Proportionality: Even when targeting a lawful military objective, expected 

civilian harm must not be excessive compared to the anticipated military gain.

• Precautions: Parties are required to undertake feasible measures to mitigate 

civilian harm, such as judicious weapon selection and issuing effective warnings 

when possible.

IHL also demands accountability: states must investigate credible allegations of 

violations and hold violators accountable. Ongoing discussions indicate a continuing 

debate over the interpretation and application of these standards in practical 

contexts. For further insights into how these principles apply in specific scenarios, 

refer to our analysis on the legal implications of military actions in civilian areas 

(https://justorium.org/international-law/un-resolutions-on-terrorism-and-self- 

defense/).
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Public messaging from Iran has long positioned the regime as a defender of the 

Palestinian people. That claim appears frequently in speeches, state media, and 

diplomatic statements. Yet recent events present a stark contradiction that is difficult 

to ignore. In a deadly missile strike in the West Bank, Iranian weapons killed three 

Palestinian women, the very population Iran claims to protect. The gap between 

rhetoric and action raises serious questions about Iran's intentions and the real cost 

of its military strategy.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Attack That Killed Palestinian Civilians

3. What Cluster Munitions Do

4. Iran's Public Position on Palestinians

5. A Contradiction That Cannot Be Ignored

6. Conclusion

6.1. Footnotes
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Key Takeaways
Ill• Iran presents itself as a defender of Palestinians in its public messaging.

[2]
• An Iranian strike in Judea and Samaria, otherwise known as the West Bank, 

killed three Palestinian women.
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What Cluster Munitions Do

Iran's Public Position on Palestinians

Cluster munitions function by releasing dozens of smaller bomblets over a large 

geographic area. Each of these submunitions can detonate on impact or remain 

unexploded, posing ongoing danger to anyone nearby.

[2]
Assessments " indicated that the missile carried a cluster warhead. These weapons 

break apart in the air, scattering smaller explosives across a wide area. This type of 

weapon does maximum damage, increasing the risk of casualties.

The victims were civilians going about daily life in a populated area. Their deaths 

stand as a direct outcome of the weapon used and the manner in which it was 

deployed.

Iran's leadership regularly frames its foreign policy as aligned with Palestinian 
[4]

interests . Officials often describe their actions as part of a broader effort to oppose

Israel and support Palestinian rights. This narrative is repeated in state
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Three Palestinian women were killed when an Iranian missile struck a hair salon in 

the town of Beit Awwa, near Hebron. The attack also injured at least thirteen others, 

with one person in serious condition.

International organizations and arms control experts have criticized these weapons 

for years. Their wide dispersal pattern makes it difficult to control where they land, 

especially in populated regions. Civilian casualties are a well-documented result of 

their use.

Reports from the current conflict indicate that Iranian missile systems have 

increasingly relied on these types of warheads. Emergency responders have 

described how a single strike can create multiple impact zones across

neighborhoods, complicating rescue efforts and increasing the number of people at 

risk.
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Such incidents challenge the credibility of Iran's messaging. When actions produce 

outcomes that directly harm the people a government claims to defend, the gap 

between words and reality becomes difficult to dismiss.

The killing of three Palestinian women by an Iranian missile presents a stark example 

of the difference between stated intent and actual outcome. Iran's claim to defend 

Palestinians stands in direct conflict with an attack that took Palestinian lives using a 

weapon known for its wide and unpredictable impact.

This is not a matter of political interpretation. The sequence of events is clear. A 

missile launched as part of Iran's broader campaign struck a civilian location in the 

West Bank. The result was the loss of innocent lives.
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ations and international forums.

Readers should look closely at both rhetoric and results when evaluating claims 

made in international conflicts. In this case, the results speak for themselves.
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The deaths of these Palestinian women expose a clear contradiction. On one hand, 

Iran claims to stand as a guardian of Palestinian interests. On the other hand, its 

military actions have now directly killed Palestinian civilians using weapons known 

for their indiscriminate impact.

The facts of the incident are clear. A cluster munition struck a civilian area in the 

West Bank, killing three and injuring others. This event calls for careful scrutiny of 

official narratives and a focus on what actions produce on the ground.

A Contradiction That Cannot Be 
Ignored
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The missile that killed these women was not aimed at protecting Palestinian civilians. 
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The current war between Iran, Israel, and the United States did not emerge in 

isolation. It is tied to a broader network of alliances and armed groups that Iran has 

built over decades. Known as the Axis of Resistance, this network includes terrorist 

organizations and state-backed forces operating across the Middle East. Recent 

analysis shows that this axis is not weakening, even after major military setbacks. 

Instead, it is adapting, rebuilding, and receiving indirect support from global powers 

such as Russia and China. This evolving structure presents a serious challenge for the 
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What Is the Axis of Resistance?

How the Axis Has Adapted and Rebuilt
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This structure allows Iran to project power across the region without relying solely on 

its own military. It also creates multiple fronts that can threaten Israel and U.S. forces 

at the same time.

This rebuilding1-1 includes rearming, securing new funding sources, and 

strengthening internal coordination. Financial networks tied to IRGC-linked 

companies continue to support groups such as Hezbollah, Iraqi militias, and the 

Houthis.

The network has also become more decentralized. Individual groups now operate 

with greater independence while still following a shared strategy. This makes the axis 

more resilient. Even if one group is weakened, others can continue operating.

These groups operate in different countries but share common goals and receive 

support from Iran. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps serves as the central force 

connecting them, providing weapons, funding, military training and strategic 

guidance.

The Axis of Resistance refers to a loose coalition of armed terrorist groups and allied 
Blforces supported by Iran. According to Encyclopaedia Britannica, this network 

includes organizations such as Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas and Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad in Gaza and the West Bank, militias in Iraq, and Houthi forces in Yemen.

After earlier confrontations, including conflicts involving Israel in 2025, analysts 

observed a shift in how the Axis of Resistance operates. According to the Middle East 

Institute, the network entered a phase " of outward quiet while continuing to rebuild 

behind the scenes.

The Axis of Resistance is a network111 of Iranian-backed terrorist groups across 

the Middle East.

It includes Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Iraqi militias, and Houthi 

forces in Yemen.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps plays a central ~ role in funding, 

training, and directing these groups.

Russia and China “ provide diplomatic and economic backing that helps 

sustain Iran's regional strategy.

The network has adapted after recent conflicts, becoming more decentralized 

and harder to dismantle.

The current war that began on February 28, 2026 reflects efforts to weaken this 

network and reduce its threat.
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Why This Led to War in 2026
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Allowing this network to expand further could lead to more frequent and more 

advanced attacks. It could also shift the balance of power in the Middle East in ways 

that undermine U.S. and allied interests.

According to analysis1-1, this alignment brings together three major adversaries of 

the United States. Their shared interest lies in challenging U.S. influence and 

reshaping regional power dynamics.

Together, these relationships reduce the impact of sanctions and diplomatic 

isolation, allowing Iran and its network to continue functioning.

The continued growth of the Axis of Resistance presents a long-term challenge. Its 

decentralized structure, combined with external support from Russia and China, 

makes it difficult to dismantle.

For the United States, this network threatens military personnel, regional allies, and 

global stability. For Israel, it represents a direct and immediate security risk, with 

hostile forces positioned on multiple borders.

The war that began on February 28, reflects growing concerns about the strength 

and reach of Iran's network. The United States and Israel view the Axis of Resistance 

as a direct threat to their forces, allies, and regional stability.

Iran-backed groups have carried out attacks against Israeli territory and targeted U.S. 

personnel in past conflicts. The expansion of missile capabilities and drone 

technology among these groups has increased the level of risk.

Russia's involvement in Syria and its coordination with Iranian forces has already 

demonstrated how these partnerships can operate in practice. China's economic 

engagement, including energy purchases and trade, provides Iran with financial 

lifelines that help sustain its activities.

The decision to confront Iran militarily is tied to the goal of weakening this network 

before it becomes even more entrenched. Reducing the capabilities of these groups 

is seen as a step toward limiting future attacks.

Iran's growing ties with Russia and China add another layer to this challenge. These 

countries provide political backing, economic ties, and in some cases indirect 

support that helps Iran withstand international pressure.

The Stakes for the United States and Its 
Allies
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Frequently Asked Questions

Key components of the Axis of Resistance include:
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The Axis of Resistance represents a coordinated effort by Iran to extend its influence 

through allied groups across the Middle East. Supported by the Islamic Revolutionary 

Guard Corps and strengthened by ties with Russia and China, this network has 

shown an ability to adapt and rebuild even after setbacks.

Understanding how the Axis of Resistance operates, and how it is supported, is key 

to understanding the broader conflict. The decisions made now will shape the future 

balance of power in the region and the security of the U.S. and its allies in the years 

ahead.

Iran's support for militant organizations escalates conflicts and complicates 

containment efforts. U.S. government analyses indicate that Iran has maintained its 

position on the State Sponsors of Terrorism list since 1984, with the IRGC and its 

Qods Force playing key roles in financing, training, and equipping proxy groups.

The current war reflects the urgency of addressing this threat. The United States and 

Israel are acting not only in response to immediate attacks but also to limit the long 

term growth of this network.

The Axis of Resistance refers to a coalition of various political and military entities in 

the Middle East that oppose Israel and U.S. influence. This terminology is frequently 

used in media and policy discussions, although it lacks an official command 

structure. The dynamics surrounding this coalition are often shaped by broader 

narratives that frame Israel as a focal point in global conflicts, leading to potential 

double standards in international responses.

How does Iran's support for militant groups 
affect regional security?

What is the Axis of Resistance and who are 
its prominent players?

Iran, often viewed as the primary state backer;

Syria, a consistent state partner, especially during conflicts;

Hezbollah in Lebanon;

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad in the Palestinian territories; 

Houthi forces (Ansar Allah) in Yemen;

Various Iran-aligned militias in Iraq.

As these relationships evolve, recent trends highlight how coordination, financial 

support, training, and shared narratives adapt in response to changing geopolitical 

dynamics. The framing of these conflicts often rewards anti-lsrael narratives, which 

complicates perceptions and responses to the actions of the Axis.
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Militarily, external affiliations enhance capabilities and resilience, impacting supply 

chains, dual-use components, training collaborations, and the endurance of allied 

forces. Ideologically, backers can amplify narratives that present Iran as a champion 

of "resistance," potentially boosting recruitment and fundraising among aligned 

networks. For audiences focused on prevention, key indicators to observe include:

Global backers enhance Iran's use beyond its borders...financially, diplomatically, 

and through access to technology. Even limited support can relieve sanctions 

pressure, introduce new trade routes, and provide political cover in international 

discussions.

• Diplomatic arrangements that normalize coercive actions;

• Information dissemination that supports propaganda or misinformation;

• Material assistance that fortifies armed proxies.

Recent shifts in these relationships underscore the necessity for ongoing, truth­

based analysis and education centered on shared values to counter extremist 

ideologies effectively. For further insights into how narratives shape perceptions of 

Israel and its geopolitical implications, see our analysis on global attention towards 

Israel (https://cognitura.org/why-does-israel-draw-outsized-global-attention).

More attack pathways: Iran-linked groups have executed significant attacks, 

including the 1983 Beirut Marine barracks bombing (resulting in the deaths of

241 U.S. service members) and the 1996 Khobar Towers attack (19 U.S. Air 

Force personnel killed), as noted by U.S. officials.

Regional spillover: Support for armed factions in Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and the 

Palestinian territories exacerbates cycles of violence and instability.

Unpredictable escalation: Recent reports suggest that some proxies, including 

the Houthis, may operate increasingly independently, challenging Tehran's 

control even as weaponry and capabilities persist.

What is the significance of global backers to 
Iran's military and ideological ambitions?

1. https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF12587 (https://www.congress.gov/crs- 

product/IF12587) ■

2. https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/iran-and-the-continued-aid-to-the-axis-of-

resistance-amid-the-ceasefire-in-the-gaza-strip/ (https://www.terrorism-

info.org.il/en/iran-and-the-continued-aid-to-the-axis-of-resistance-amid-the-

ceasefire-in-the-gaza-strip/) M

3. https://www.uscc.gov/research/china-iran-fact-sheet-short-primer-relationship

(https://www.uscc.gov/research/china-iran-fact-sheet-short-primer-relationship)
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Iran is facing a moment of uncertainty at the highest level of its leadership. Following 

the reported death of longtime Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, his son, Mojtaba 

Khamenei, was named as his successor. Yet since that announcement, Mojtaba has 

not appeared in public, raising serious questions about who is actually directing the 

country during an active war with the United States and Israel. This leadership 

vacuum has drawn attention to a powerful force inside Iran that may already be in 

control. Evidence points to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, a U.S.-designated 

terrorist organization, as the group now shaping Iran's decisions at a critical time.

1. Key Takeaways

2. A Missing Supreme Leader in a Time of War

3. The IRGC: A Power Center Built for Control

4. A System That Can Function Without a Visible Leader

5. What IRGC Control Means in Practice
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7. Conclusion
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However, according to reports^1, Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly since 

taking the role. A statement attributed to him was read on state television, but he 

did not attend major public events, including Friday prayers and Al Quds Day. These 

events traditionally feature direct appearances by Iran's top leader.

Reports suggest Mojtaba may have been injured during early U.S. and Israeli strikes, 

suffering a fractured foot, facial injuries, and other wounds, possibly in hospital and 

on a ventilator. While Iranian officials claim he is safe, his continued absence has left 

a visible gap at the top of Iran's leadership during wartime.

This raises a direct and urgent question. If the Supreme Leader is not visible and 

possibly not fully active, who is making the decisions?

Iran's leadership structure centers on the Supreme Leader, who holds ultimate 

authority over the military, government, and judiciary. With the death of Ali 

Khamenei, attention shifted immediately to his successor.
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8. FAQs About the Revolutionary Guards

8.1. Who are the Revolutionary Guards and what is their role in Iran?

8.2. How has the power of the Revolutionary Guards changed over time?

8.3. What recent developments indicate the growing power of the Revolutionary Guards?

8.4. Footnotes

A Missing Supreme Leader in a Time of 
War

Key Takeaways
• Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly111 since being named Iran's 

Supreme Leader.
[2]

• Reports indicate he may have been injured during early strikes in the war.

• The absence of visible leadership raises concerns about who is governing Iran.
• The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps already1’1 holds major military and 

political power.
[4]

• The IRGC is designated as a terrorist organization by the United States, the 

EU and many other countries.

• Analysts suggest Iran's system can function without a visible leader, increasing 

the IRGC's influence.



What IRGC Control Means in Practice
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During wartime, this structure becomes even more significant. Military decisions 

must be made quickly, and the IRGC is positioned to act without waiting for public 

direction from a leader who remains out of sight.

The most likely answer0 lies with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, often 

referred to as the IRGC. Formed after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the IRGC was 

created to protect the regime and maintain its ideological direction.

One key insight from recent reporting is that Iran's system may not require an active 
or visible Supreme Leader to operate. According to analysis1"1, the structure of power 

in Iran allows key institutions, especially the IRGC, to continue functioning even in 

the absence of direct leadership.

In practical terms, the IRGC already functions as the most powerful institution inside 

Iran. It has command over military operations and significant influence over political 

decisions.

This means that while Mojtaba Khamenei holds the title, real authority may already 

be exercised by senior IRGC commanders. These individuals control military strategy, 

internal security, and regional operations.

The United States officially designated the IRGC as a terrorist organization in 2019, 

citing its role in supporting militant groups and conducting attacks through regional 

proxies.

If the IRGC is now effectively running Iran, it has major implications for the region 

and for U.S. forces. The organization has a long record of supporting terrorist groups 

and conducting attacks beyond Iran's borders.

A System That Can Function Without a 
Visible Leader

Over decades, the IRGC has grown far beyond0 a traditional military force. It 

controls major parts of Iran's economy, oversees missile and nuclear programs, and 

directs operations through proxy groups across the Middle East. Its Quds Force, in 

particular, manages relationships with armed groups in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and 

Gaza.
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Direct control by the IRGC would likely mean a more aggressive0 and less restrained 

approach to the current war. Decisions would be shaped by military priorities and 

ideological goals rather than diplomatic considerations.

The situation unfolding in Iran highlights a long-standing reality. The country's most 

powerful institution is not its elected government or even its formal leadership. It is 

the IRGC, an organization built to defend the radical and oppressive regime and 

expand its influence.

For observers in the United States and across the Middle East, this moment provides 

a clearer understanding of how Iran operates. Power is concentrated in the hands of 

a military organization with a record of regional intervention and support for terrorist 

groups.

Iran's leadership crisis has exposed a deeper truth about how the country is 

governed. With Mojtaba Khamenei absent from public view and recovering from 

injuries, the question of who is in charge has become urgent. The evidence points 

strongly toward the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps as the dominant force 

directing Iran's actions during the war.

The IRGC's control reflects years of growing influence within Iran's political and 

military system. As a U.S.-designated terrorist organization with a history of regional 

attacks, its central role carries serious implications. For the United States, Israel, and 

their allies, understanding this power structure is critical when assessing Iran's next 

moves and the risks ahead.

This also raises concerns about escalation. Without a visible political leader balancing 

military actions, the risk of broader conflict increases.

The current absence of Mojtaba Khamenei has made this structure more visible. 

What was once behind the scenes is now at the center of attention.
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Its leadership has consistently taken a hardline position against both Israel and the 

United States. The IRGC has backed groups such as Hezbollah and Hamas, supplied 

weapons across the region, and supported attacks on U.S. personnel in Iraq in past 

conflicts.

The Broader Picture: A Regime Defined 
by Its Most Extreme Elements



Key functions commonly attributed to the IRGC include:

In practice, the IRGC's power has grown through three reinforcing tracks:
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• Security reach: The IRGC and its Basij militia conduct domestic policing and 

counter-dissent functions alongside conventional forces.

• Defense and deterrence through strategic missile and maritime capabilities.

• Internal control executed via security and intelligence-linked activities.

• Regional operations facilitated by relationships with allied armed groups 

abroad.

• Economic influence through connections with major state-linked projects and 

companies.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) began following Iran's 1979 

revolution as a parallel force intended to safeguard the new political order. Over 

time, its role expanded from internal security to a broader institution with military, 

intelligence, and economic influence.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (https://factsiqnal.org/bloq/israel- 

warned-the-world-about-irans-regime-and-now-the-world-sees-it-was-proven-

right) (IRGC) is a powerful security and political institution established after Iran's

1979 revolution. It operates alongside Iran's regular military (Artesh) and is tasked 

with protecting the Islamic Republic and its leadership.

How has the power of the Revolutionary 
Guards changed over time?

In practice, the IRGC's role encompasses internal security 

(https://factsignal.org/comparative-terrorism-studies/global-lessons-from- 

counterterrorism), military operations, and foreign policy influence. It has its own 

command structure and incorporates the Quds Force

(https://factsiqnal.org/bloq/how-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-sees-the-united- 

states-and-its-citizens-as-its-qreatest-enemy) (an overseas operations unit) and 

the Basij (a volunteer militia often utilized for domestic enforcement). Recent 

developments illustrate that the IRGC remains central to how Iran manages threats 

and projects influence, especially following significant events like the death of 

Khamenei, which underscored the IRGC's pivotal role in maintaining state stability.

Who are the Revolutionary Guards and what 
is their role in Iran?
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Key indicator: When the same institution anchors internal repression and external 

force projection, it signals a growing political and operational power.
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• Regional operations: The IRGC's Quds Force manages external networks and 

partners, shaping Iran's influence beyond its borders.

• Economic footprint: IRGC-linked entities have become active in construction, 

energy, and logistics, increasing budgetary and political use.

Analysis: When a single actor accumulates coercive power, intelligence capacity, and 

commercial interests, accountability and transparency become increasingly 

challenging to enforce. Recent developments indicate that the IRGC remains a 

central node in Iran's security decision-making.

Recent reports demonstrate that the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) is vital 

not only to Iran's external positioning but also to domestic control. Reporting on 

expanded strikes within Iran highlights how targets linked to internal repression... 

such as facilities associated with the IRGC and Basij...are viewed as key nodes of state 

power rather than peripheral security units according to Compassion Pulse's
181

reporting on targeting repression headquarters .

What recent developments indicate the 
growing power of the Revolutionary Guards?

1. https://www.foxnews.com/video/6391022006112

(https://www.foxnews.com/video/6391022006112) M

2. https://themedialine.org/headlines/where-is-mojtaba-khamenei/

(https://themedialine.org/headlines/where-is-mojtaba-khamenei/) M

3. https://edition.cnn.eom/2026/03/14/middleeast/iran-israel-us-moitaba-supreme- 

leader (https://edition.cnn.com/2026/03/14/middleeast/iran-israel-us-mojtaba-  

supreme-leader) M

4. https://rewardsforjustice.net/rewards/islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps-irgc-key 

leaders/ (https://rewardsforjustice.net/rewards/islamic-revolutionary-guard-

Other documented trends point to IRGC influence over strategic programs and 

regional networks. Analysis of Iran's post-strike posture describes renewed ballistic 

missile activity and the continuation of missile exports to proxies across the region... 

activities typically linked to the Guard's logistics and expeditionary role per Allyvia's 

overview of Iran's missile rebuilding and exports . The IRGC's involvement in these 

operations emphasizes its dual role in both internal repression and external force 

projection.
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Nuclear weapons in the hands of the Iranian regime would represent one of the gravest threats to 

global security. The regime has a long record of sponsoring terrorism, attacking Americans and U.S. 

allies, and brutally repressing its own people.
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For 47years, the Iranian Regime has built its strategy around hostility toward the United States and 

the West. Following the 12-day war in June 2025, Iran accelerated its nuclear weapons program — 

moving facilities deep underground, expanding ballistic missile production, and using negotiations 

to buy time.

At the same time, Iran has strengthened ties with Russia and China, coordinating economically and 

militarily with other authoritarian powers opposed to the United States. Together, these 

developments create a growing threat to American national security and global stability — making 

decisive action to counter Iran’s ambitions increasingly urgent.
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The war with Iran has expanded beyond direct military strikes into a global economic 

confrontation. During Operation Epic Fury, Iran has moved to disrupt one of the most 

critical shipping routes in the world, the Strait of Hormuz. This narrow waterway carries 

a significant share of the world’s oil supply, making any disruption a global concern. As 

the United States sought support from allies to restore access, a clear divide emerged. 

While many traditional partners hesitated, Israel stepped forward in direct coordination 

with U.S. efforts. The situation has raised new questions about alliances

commitments, financial investments, and who is willing to act when global stability is at 

risk.

X

Strait of Hormuz Crisis Highlights Israel 
as a Highly Dependable Partner

A 
X



J

Why the Strait of Hormuz Matters

The U.S. Call for Allied Support
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As tensions escalated, the United States moved to secure the waterway and ensure 

the continued flow of oil. This effort requires naval coordination, mine-clearing 

operations, and protection for commercial vessels.

Blocking or threatening the strait does not require full control. Even limited attacks 

mines, or harassment of shipping can slow or halt traffic, creating ripple effects across 

global markets.

Iran has long viewed the Strait as a strategic lever. By threatening or restricting 

access, it can apply pressure not only on regional rivals but also on the global 
[6]

economy . During Operation Epic Fury, this tactic reappeared as part of Iran’s 

broader response to U.S. and Israeli military action.

Given the global stakes, the U.S. called on allies in Europe and Asia to contribute 

forces. Many of these countries rely heavily on energy that passes through the Strait 

of Hormuz. The expectation was that shared economic interests would translate into

• Iran attempted111 to restrict access to the Strait of Hormuz during Operation Epic 

Fury, allowing only its own ships and those traveling to Russia and China.

• About 20 percent of global oil supply passes through this route.
[2]

• The United States requested assistance from European and Asian allies.

• Many allies have not committed forces to reopening the strait.
[3]

• Israel has supported U.S. efforts during the conflict, and has committed to 

helping the U.S. reopen the Straits.
[4]

• President Trump has noted Israel’s assistance. The American president said 

that “Israel is working with the U.S. to secure the Strait of Hormuz.”

• The situation raises concerns about burden-sharing among U.S. allies.

especially after the investment America makes to allies around the world.

[5] 
The Strait of Hormuz is one of the most important maritime chokepoints in the world. 

Roughly one-fifth of global oil consumption moves through this narrow passage each 

day. Any disruption can immediately affect energy prices, shipping routes, and 

economic stability worldwide.
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A Broader Question About Alliances
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shared military action.

In contrast, Israel has taken an active role in supporting U.S. operations during the 

conflict. While Israel is not geographically located near the Strait of Hormuz, its military 

actions against Iranian capabilities have contributed to the broader effort to weaken 

Iran’s ability to disrupt global shipping.

[4]
President Trump has noted Israel’s assistance. The American president said that

“Israel is working with the U.S. to secure the Strait of Hormuz.”

Israeli operations targeting missile systems, infrastructure, and command networks 

reduce the tools Iran can use to threaten maritime routes. This support plays a role in 

the larger campaign to restore stability.

Israel’s Role in Supporting U.S. 
Operations

The cooperation reflects the close military relationship between Israel and the United 

States. It also highlights Israel’s willingness to act alongside U.S. forces even when 

the immediate issue, such as a maritime chokepoint, lies outside its direct territory.

[7]
The U.S. spends roughly three billion dollars a year on Israel’s military, and 

somewhere between ten and twenty billion dollars annually to station troops in Japan, 

South Korea, and Europe. Nineteen days into this war, only one of those investments 

has produced a return. The underperformance of his European assets may well 

prompt Trump to audit NATO.

The current situation has sparked debate about the effectiveness of long-standing 

alliances. The United States spends billions of dollars annually maintaining military 

partnerships and deployments across Europe and Asia. These arrangements are 

designed to ensure collective security and rapid response during crises.

However, nearly three weeks into the conW, there has been limited visible 

commitment from these allies. Despite longstanding defense partnerships and 

significant U.S. military presence in regions such as Europe, Japan, and South Korea 

few have stepped forward to participate directly in reopening the strait.



The Global Stakes of Inaction

Conclusion
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The limited response to the Strait of Hormuz situation has led some analysts to 

question whether these alliances are delivering in practice. The contrast between 
financial investment and operational supports now under closer scrutiny.

For countries in Europe and Asia, the stakes are particularly high. Many depend on 

energy imports that pass through this route. A prolonged disruption could affect 

industries, transportation, and daily life.

Failure to quickly reopen and secure the Strait of Hormuz carries serious 

consequences. Disruptions to oil supply can lead to higher energy prices, economic 

instability, and increased tension between nations.

This moment highlights the importance of reliable partnerships in times of crisis. It also 

raises important questions about burden-sharing and the future of international 

alliances. As the situation develops, the decisions made by U.S. allies will shape not 

only the outcome of this conflict but also the structure of global security cooperation in 

the years ahead.

This moment may influence future U.S. policy decisions, including how resources are 

allocated and how alliances are structured. It also raises questions about 

expectations. When global trade routes are threatened, should all affected nations 

contribute to securing them?

The situation underscores the interconnected nature of global security. Actions taken 

in one region can have far-reaching effects, making coordinated responses more 

important.

Iran’s attempt to disrupt the Strait of Hormuz during Operation Epic Fury has turned a 

regional conflict into a global economic issue. The response has revealed a clear 

divide among U.S. allies. While many have yet to commit forces, Israel has supported 

American efforts through coordinated military action and intelligence sharing.
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Public officials often shape their own exit narratives, but those narratives do not 

always align with the full set of facts. In recent coverage, Joe Kent, the US security 

official claimed that he resigned over the war in Iran and attempted to frame the 

decision as a principled stance related to Israel. A closer look at the timeline and 

reporting shows a different sequence of events, one that raises questions about 

motive and credibility. When an official resigns while already under investigation, the 

context matters. Understanding that context helps separate genuine policy 

disagreement from attempts to redirect attention away from personal or legal 

troubles.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Timeline Behind the Resignation

3. The Israel Explanation and Its Strategic Use

4. Why Context Matters in Public Accountability

5. The Broader Impact on Public Discourse

6. Conclusion
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This raises a key question: why emphasize Israel at that moment? The answer may lie 

in the effectiveness of distraction. By linking his resignation to an issue he knew 

would gain attention, Kent was able to shift the conversation away from the

In his public remarks, the official framed his resignation as a response to conspiracy 

theories related to Israel, including that the fight against ISIS was an Israeli plot that 
[4]

led to the death of his wife. This framing drew immediate attention. Statements 
critical of Israel often receive widespread [“] media coverage, particularly in 

international outlets.

This sequence is important. When an individual resigns while under active 

investigation, the resignation often reflects mounting pressure rather than a sudden 

change in principle. In this case, the investigation formed the backdrop to the 

resignation, even if it was not highlighted in his public statements. By focusing 

attention elsewhere, Kent was able to present his departure in a more favorable light 

to some.
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6.1. Footnotes

The Israel Explanation and Its Strategic 
Use

Key Takeaways
• Kent was already under investigation Ul' before announcing his resignation.

[2]
• His public resignation was full of conspiracy theories related to Israel, despite 

the investigation being unrelated to Israeli policy.

• The timing suggests the Israel-focused narrative may have been used to shift 

media attention.

• This pattern reflects a broader tendency among some public figures to deflect 

scrutiny by invoking controversial geopolitical issues.

• Accurate reporting requires examining timelines and facts rather than 

accepting stated motives at face value.

The Timeline Behind the Resignation
Reports^1 indicate that the official's resignation did not occur in isolation or as a 

spontaneous response to policy disagreements. At the time of his announcement, he 
was already facing scrutiny tied to alleged misconduct. Investigations^ of this kind 

typically unfold over weeks or months, not overnight. That means concerns about his 

actions were already known within relevant institutions before he stepped down.



The Broader Impact on Public Discourse

Conclusion
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This also places an added burden on journalists and readers to separate fact from 

framing. A statement made at the time of resignation may not reflect the full picture. 

Looking at the timeline, the investigation, and the broader context provides a more 

accurate understanding.

The resignation described in recent reporting illustrates how timing and messaging 

can shape public perception. While Kent presented his departure as a response to 

issues involving Israel, the existence of an ongoing investigation tells a more 

complete story. The sequence of events suggests that the Israel-focused explanation 

served as a way to deflect attention from more immediate personal concerns.

Understanding the full context of a resignation is essential for evaluating the 

credibility of public statements. When an investigation is already underway, any 

explanation for stepping down must be viewed alongside that fact. Ignoring the 

investigation risks accepting a narrative that may not reflect reality.
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investigation into his own conduct. Media cycles tend to focus on anything that 

makes Israel look bad, which can overshadow less visible but more personally 

damaging developments.

Readers benefit from examining not just what is said, but when and why it is said. In 

this case, the facts point to a resignation influenced by investigative pressure, with 

the public narrative redirected toward a highly visible international issue. Staying

When Israel is used as a focal point in situations unrelated to its policies or actions, it 

can distort public discourse. Israel is disliked by many in the liberal media, and 

references to it carry significant weight and attention. Using that weight as a shield 

against unrelated allegations risks misinforming audiences and complicating 

legitimate discussions about Israeli policy.

In democratic systems, transparency and accountability are central expectations. 

Officials are entrusted with authority, and when questions arise about their conduct, 

those questions deserve clear answers. Redirecting attention to unrelated 

geopolitical issues does not address the underlying concerns. Instead, it can delay or 

dilute public understanding of the situation.

Why Context Matters in Public 
Accountability
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focused on timelines and documented events allows for a clearer understanding of 

accountability and intent.
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The ongoing war between Iran, Israel and the U.S. has taken a troubling turn with the 

use by Iran of cluster munitions against Israeli civilian areas. These weapons are 

widely condemned due to their indiscriminate nature and long-term danger to 

civilians. Recent attacks in central Israel, including one that killed an elderly couple in 

their 70s, have brought renewed attention to the human cost of these tactics. The 

use of such weapons in populated areas raises serious legal and moral questions. It 

also highlights the risks faced by ordinary civilians caught in the conflict.

1. Key Takeaways

2. What Happened in Ramat Gan

3. What Makes Cluster Bombs So Dangerous

4. Evidence of Widespread Use in the Current War

5. Legal and Moral Implications
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8. Frequently Asked Questions about Cluster Bombs

8.1. What are cluster bombs and why are they considered illegal under international law?

8.2. What are the implications of using cluster bombs on civilian populations?

8.3. How does international humanitarian law govern the actions of countries in armed 

conflict?

8.4. Footnotes

JUSTORIUM
(https://justorium.org)

JUSTICE AND WESTERN VALUES DOCUMENTATION & EVIDENCE 

NEWS & ANALYSIS

This material B ffieWSf Is/ae3!Wfefal

at the Department tfffi||tice, Washington, DC.



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/20/2026 8:37:17 PM

hjRH'akeaways
^MJ^has used cluster muni

PARTNERSHIP

What Happened in Ramat Gan

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/20/2026 8:37:17 PM

Emergency responders reported damage to homes and surrounding infrastructure, 

with additional injuries caused by flying debris. The nature of the weapon meant that 

the impact was not limited to a single point but affected multiple locations 

simultaneously.

Cluster weapons release dozens of smaller explosives, often referred to as bomblets, 
over a wide area. In this case, the spread151 of these submunitions increased the 

likelihood of civilian casualties, even for individuals attempting to take shelter.

A recent Iranian missile strike on Ramat Gan, a city near Tel Aviv, resulted in the 
Hl

deaths of an elderly couple as they attempted to reach a bomb shelter. The victims, 

both in their 70s, were struck by shrapnel from a missile carrying cluster munitions.

Cluster munitions are designed to cover large areas rather than strike a single target. 

When deployed, a single missile can release dozens of smaller explosives over 

several miles.

What Makes Cluster Bombs So 
Dengerous

HOME INTERNATIONAL LAW & ACCOUNTABILITY  

civilian risk. news&analysis

• Their use in populated areas is widely considered a violation " of international 

humanitarian law.

• Reports indicate that a significant portion of Iranian missiles in the conflict 

carry cluster warheads.
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Legal and Moral Implications
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The repeated use of cluster munitions increases the cumulative danger to the 

population. Each strike leaves behind not only immediate destruction but also 

I ngering hazards from unexploded ordnance.

Reports from the current conflict indicate that cluster munitions are not being used
151 

in isolated incidents. Israeli defense assessments suggest that a significant portion

of Iranian missiles fired at Israel carry cluster warheads.

Beyond the legal framework, there is a broader moral concern. The deaths of 

civilians, including elderly individuals attempting to reach safety, highlight the 

human cost of these crimes.

When such weapons are used in cities, the likelihood of civilian harm is extremely 

high. This raises the possibility of violations of the laws of armed conflict and 

potential war crimes.

International humanitarian law requires that combatants distinguish between military 

targets and civilians. Weapons that cannot be directed precisely at a military 

objective are considered unlawful when used in populated areas.

Cluster munitions fall into this category. Human rights organizations have described 

their use in civilian environments as inherently indiscriminate.

Earlier in the war, similar weapons were linked to casualties111 at a construction site in 

central Israel, where multiple workers were killed or injured. These attacks show a 

pattern of strikes affecting civilian areas rather than limited military targets.

Evidence of Widespread Use in the 
Current War

I
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Communities affected by these attacks must also deal with the aftermath.

Unexploded bomblets can remain in neighborhoods, posing risks to residents and 

emergency responders long after the initial strike.

As the conflict continues, the use by Iran of weapons that spread destruction across 

civilian areas will remain a central issue. Protecting civilians is a core principle of 

international law, and actions that place non-combatants at risk demand close 

scrutiny. The events in Israel serve as a stark reminder of the human cost when that 

principle is not upheld.

Cluster bombs (or cluster munitions) are area-effect weapons that disperse 

numerous smaller submunitions across a broad area when detonated. A significant 

concern is that many of these submunitions fail to detonate, resulting in unexploded 

ordnance that remains a persistent hazard to civilians long after conflicts end. The 

humanitarian toll is severe, causing life-altering injuries and deaths among non- 

combatants, thus undermining their security and dignity. In contrast, military 

operations guided by international humanitarian law

(htt ps://i ustorium.org /documentation/international-treaties-and-conventions-

The use of cluster munitions by Iran in attacks on Israeli cities raises serious concerns 

about both legality and human impact. These weapons are widely criticized for their 

indiscriminate nature and long-term danger to civilians. The deaths of an elderly 

couple in Ramat Gan illustrate the real-world consequences of such tactics.

What are cluster bombs and why are they 
considered illegal under international law?

Frequently Asked Questions about 
Cluster Bombs
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The deployment of cluster munitions in or near civilian areas raises significant legal 

questions under international humanitarian law (IHL). These weapons scatter 

submunitions widely, increasing the risk of unintended civilian casualties and leaving 

unexploded ordnance that can cause injuries long after an attack. The core of the 

issue lies in proportionality: targeting a military objective becomes unlawful if 

civilian casualties are deemed "excessive in relation to the concrete and direct 

military advantage anticipated." This evaluation must be conducted for each attack, 

based on credible evidence available at the time, necessitating that parties take 

precautions to limit harm, such as issuing warnings and having the option to abort a 

strike.

Recent reports, notably from Operation Epic Fury, reveal Iranian missile strikes 

employing cluster munitions against Israeli cities, heightening concerns about 

unexploded submunitions and their ongoing threat to civilian lives. The complexities 

of armed conflict are further illustrated by instances where one party may use 

civilians as shields, shifting responsibility for harm primarily to the violator rather 

than the defending state.

What are the implications of using cluster 
bombs on civilian populations?

I observed-bv-israel/) (IHL) emphasize the need for distinction and

, ensuring that attacks are directed at legitimate military targets while
I SUPPORT NETWORK

g civilian harm. Friday, march 20, 2026 (https://justorium.org/support-
NETWORK/)
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proportionality (ensuring any incidental civiliW’harm is not excessive). The wide-

area impact and high rates of unexpioded ordnance complicate civilian protection, 

particularly in densely populated regions. A crucial legal framework, the Convention 

on Cluster Munitions (2008), explicitly prohibits the use, production, transfer, and 

stockpiling of these weapons for its States Parties. Even when the treaty does not 

apply, IHL mandates rigorous precautions and accountability to protect civilians from

harm.
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Footnotes

• Distinction: Combatants must distinguish between civilians and military 

personnel, and between civilian objects and military targets.

• Proportionality: Even when targeting a lawful military objective, expected 

civilian harm must not be excessive compared to the anticipated military gain.

• Precautions: Parties are required to undertake feasible measures to mitigate 

civilian harm, such as judicious weapon selection and issuing effective warnings 

when possible.

IHL also demands accountability: states must investigate credible allegations of 

violations and hold violators accountable. Ongoing discussions indicate a continuing 

debate over the interpretation and application of these standards in practical 

contexts. For further insights into how these principles apply in specific scenarios, 

refer to our analysis on the legal implications of military actions in civilian areas 

(https://justorium.org/international-law/un-resolutions-on-terrorism-and-self- 

defense/).
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Public messaging from Iran has long positioned the regime as a defender of the 

Palestinian people. That claim appears frequently in speeches, state media, and 

diplomatic statements. Yet recent events present a stark contradiction that is difficult 

to ignore. In a deadly missile strike in the West Bank, Iranian weapons killed three 

Palestinian women, the very population Iran claims to protect. The gap between 

rhetoric and action raises serious questions about Iran's intentions and the real cost 

of its military strategy.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Attack That Killed Palestinian Civilians

3. What Cluster Munitions Do

4. Iran's Public Position on Palestinians

5. A Contradiction That Cannot Be Ignored

6. Conclusion

6.1. Footnotes
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Key Takeaways
Ill• Iran presents itself as a defender of Palestinians in its public messaging.

[2]
• An Iranian strike in Judea and Samaria, otherwise known as the West Bank, 

killed three Palestinian women.
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What Cluster Munitions Do

Iran's Public Position on Palestinians

Cluster munitions function by releasing dozens of smaller bomblets over a large 

geographic area. Each of these submunitions can detonate on impact or remain 

unexploded, posing ongoing danger to anyone nearby.

[2]
Assessments " indicated that the missile carried a cluster warhead. These weapons 

break apart in the air, scattering smaller explosives across a wide area. This type of 

weapon does maximum damage, increasing the risk of casualties.

The victims were civilians going about daily life in a populated area. Their deaths 

stand as a direct outcome of the weapon used and the manner in which it was 

deployed.

Iran's leadership regularly frames its foreign policy as aligned with Palestinian 
[4]

interests . Officials often describe their actions as part of a broader effort to oppose

Israel and support Palestinian rights. This narrative is repeated in state
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Three Palestinian women were killed when an Iranian missile struck a hair salon in 

the town of Beit Awwa, near Hebron. The attack also injured at least thirteen others, 

with one person in serious condition.

International organizations and arms control experts have criticized these weapons 

for years. Their wide dispersal pattern makes it difficult to control where they land, 

especially in populated regions. Civilian casualties are a well-documented result of 

their use.

Reports from the current conflict indicate that Iranian missile systems have 

increasingly relied on these types of warheads. Emergency responders have 

described how a single strike can create multiple impact zones across

neighborhoods, complicating rescue efforts and increasing the number of people at 

risk.
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Such incidents challenge the credibility of Iran's messaging. When actions produce 

outcomes that directly harm the people a government claims to defend, the gap 

between words and reality becomes difficult to dismiss.

The killing of three Palestinian women by an Iranian missile presents a stark example 

of the difference between stated intent and actual outcome. Iran's claim to defend 

Palestinians stands in direct conflict with an attack that took Palestinian lives using a 

weapon known for its wide and unpredictable impact.

This is not a matter of political interpretation. The sequence of events is clear. A 

missile launched as part of Iran's broader campaign struck a civilian location in the 

West Bank. The result was the loss of innocent lives.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/20/2026 8:37:16 PM
ations and international forums.

Readers should look closely at both rhetoric and results when evaluating claims 

made in international conflicts. In this case, the results speak for themselves.

Till

IrarTT

The deaths of these Palestinian women expose a clear contradiction. On one hand, 

Iran claims to stand as a guardian of Palestinian interests. On the other hand, its 

military actions have now directly killed Palestinian civilians using weapons known 

for their indiscriminate impact.

The facts of the incident are clear. A cluster munition struck a civilian area in the 

West Bank, killing three and injuring others. This event calls for careful scrutiny of 

official narratives and a focus on what actions produce on the ground.

A Contradiction That Cannot Be 
Ignored
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The missile that killed these women was not aimed at protecting Palestinian civilians. 
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Israel and Global Security

revention and Deradicalization Context

The current war between Iran, Israel, and the United States did not emerge in 

isolation. It is tied to a broader network of alliances and armed groups that Iran has 

built over decades. Known as the Axis of Resistance, this network includes terrorist 

organizations and state-backed forces operating across the Middle East. Recent 

analysis shows that this axis is not weakening, even after major military setbacks. 

Instead, it is adapting, rebuilding, and receiving indirect support from global powers 

such as Russia and China. This evolving structure presents a serious challenge for the 

United States and Israel, raising urgent questions about security and stability in the 

region.
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What Is the Axis of Resistance?

How the Axis Has Adapted and Rebuilt
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This structure allows Iran to project power across the region without relying solely on 

its own military. It also creates multiple fronts that can threaten Israel and U.S. forces 

at the same time.

This rebuilding1-1 includes rearming, securing new funding sources, and 

strengthening internal coordination. Financial networks tied to IRGC-linked 

companies continue to support groups such as Hezbollah, Iraqi militias, and the 

Houthis.

The network has also become more decentralized. Individual groups now operate 

with greater independence while still following a shared strategy. This makes the axis 

more resilient. Even if one group is weakened, others can continue operating.

These groups operate in different countries but share common goals and receive 

support from Iran. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps serves as the central force 

connecting them, providing weapons, funding, military training and strategic 

guidance.

The Axis of Resistance refers to a loose coalition of armed terrorist groups and allied 
Blforces supported by Iran. According to Encyclopaedia Britannica, this network 

includes organizations such as Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas and Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad in Gaza and the West Bank, militias in Iraq, and Houthi forces in Yemen.

After earlier confrontations, including conflicts involving Israel in 2025, analysts 

observed a shift in how the Axis of Resistance operates. According to the Middle East 

Institute, the network entered a phase " of outward quiet while continuing to rebuild 

behind the scenes.

The Axis of Resistance is a network111 of Iranian-backed terrorist groups across 

the Middle East.

It includes Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Iraqi militias, and Houthi 

forces in Yemen.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps plays a central ~ role in funding, 

training, and directing these groups.

Russia and China “ provide diplomatic and economic backing that helps 

sustain Iran's regional strategy.

The network has adapted after recent conflicts, becoming more decentralized 

and harder to dismantle.

The current war that began on February 28, 2026 reflects efforts to weaken this 

network and reduce its threat.
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Why This Led to War in 2026
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Allowing this network to expand further could lead to more frequent and more 

advanced attacks. It could also shift the balance of power in the Middle East in ways 

that undermine U.S. and allied interests.

According to analysis1-1, this alignment brings together three major adversaries of 

the United States. Their shared interest lies in challenging U.S. influence and 

reshaping regional power dynamics.

Together, these relationships reduce the impact of sanctions and diplomatic 

isolation, allowing Iran and its network to continue functioning.

The continued growth of the Axis of Resistance presents a long-term challenge. Its 

decentralized structure, combined with external support from Russia and China, 

makes it difficult to dismantle.

For the United States, this network threatens military personnel, regional allies, and 

global stability. For Israel, it represents a direct and immediate security risk, with 

hostile forces positioned on multiple borders.

The war that began on February 28, reflects growing concerns about the strength 

and reach of Iran's network. The United States and Israel view the Axis of Resistance 

as a direct threat to their forces, allies, and regional stability.

Iran-backed groups have carried out attacks against Israeli territory and targeted U.S. 

personnel in past conflicts. The expansion of missile capabilities and drone 

technology among these groups has increased the level of risk.

Russia's involvement in Syria and its coordination with Iranian forces has already 

demonstrated how these partnerships can operate in practice. China's economic 

engagement, including energy purchases and trade, provides Iran with financial 

lifelines that help sustain its activities.

The decision to confront Iran militarily is tied to the goal of weakening this network 

before it becomes even more entrenched. Reducing the capabilities of these groups 

is seen as a step toward limiting future attacks.

Iran's growing ties with Russia and China add another layer to this challenge. These 

countries provide political backing, economic ties, and in some cases indirect 

support that helps Iran withstand international pressure.

The Stakes for the United States and Its 
Allies
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Frequently Asked Questions

Key components of the Axis of Resistance include:
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The Axis of Resistance represents a coordinated effort by Iran to extend its influence 

through allied groups across the Middle East. Supported by the Islamic Revolutionary 

Guard Corps and strengthened by ties with Russia and China, this network has 

shown an ability to adapt and rebuild even after setbacks.

Understanding how the Axis of Resistance operates, and how it is supported, is key 

to understanding the broader conflict. The decisions made now will shape the future 

balance of power in the region and the security of the U.S. and its allies in the years 

ahead.

Iran's support for militant organizations escalates conflicts and complicates 

containment efforts. U.S. government analyses indicate that Iran has maintained its 

position on the State Sponsors of Terrorism list since 1984, with the IRGC and its 

Qods Force playing key roles in financing, training, and equipping proxy groups.

The current war reflects the urgency of addressing this threat. The United States and 

Israel are acting not only in response to immediate attacks but also to limit the long 

term growth of this network.

The Axis of Resistance refers to a coalition of various political and military entities in 

the Middle East that oppose Israel and U.S. influence. This terminology is frequently 

used in media and policy discussions, although it lacks an official command 

structure. The dynamics surrounding this coalition are often shaped by broader 

narratives that frame Israel as a focal point in global conflicts, leading to potential 

double standards in international responses.

How does Iran's support for militant groups 
affect regional security?

What is the Axis of Resistance and who are 
its prominent players?

Iran, often viewed as the primary state backer;

Syria, a consistent state partner, especially during conflicts;

Hezbollah in Lebanon;

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad in the Palestinian territories; 

Houthi forces (Ansar Allah) in Yemen;

Various Iran-aligned militias in Iraq.

As these relationships evolve, recent trends highlight how coordination, financial 

support, training, and shared narratives adapt in response to changing geopolitical 

dynamics. The framing of these conflicts often rewards anti-lsrael narratives, which 

complicates perceptions and responses to the actions of the Axis.
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Militarily, external affiliations enhance capabilities and resilience, impacting supply 

chains, dual-use components, training collaborations, and the endurance of allied 

forces. Ideologically, backers can amplify narratives that present Iran as a champion 

of "resistance," potentially boosting recruitment and fundraising among aligned 

networks. For audiences focused on prevention, key indicators to observe include:

Global backers enhance Iran's use beyond its borders...financially, diplomatically, 

and through access to technology. Even limited support can relieve sanctions 

pressure, introduce new trade routes, and provide political cover in international 

discussions.

• Diplomatic arrangements that normalize coercive actions;

• Information dissemination that supports propaganda or misinformation;

• Material assistance that fortifies armed proxies.

Recent shifts in these relationships underscore the necessity for ongoing, truth­

based analysis and education centered on shared values to counter extremist 

ideologies effectively. For further insights into how narratives shape perceptions of 

Israel and its geopolitical implications, see our analysis on global attention towards 

Israel (https://cognitura.org/why-does-israel-draw-outsized-global-attention).

More attack pathways: Iran-linked groups have executed significant attacks, 

including the 1983 Beirut Marine barracks bombing (resulting in the deaths of

241 U.S. service members) and the 1996 Khobar Towers attack (19 U.S. Air 

Force personnel killed), as noted by U.S. officials.

Regional spillover: Support for armed factions in Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and the 

Palestinian territories exacerbates cycles of violence and instability.

Unpredictable escalation: Recent reports suggest that some proxies, including 

the Houthis, may operate increasingly independently, challenging Tehran's 

control even as weaponry and capabilities persist.

What is the significance of global backers to 
Iran's military and ideological ambitions?

1. https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF12587 (https://www.congress.gov/crs- 

product/IF12587) ■

2. https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/iran-and-the-continued-aid-to-the-axis-of-

resistance-amid-the-ceasefire-in-the-gaza-strip/ (https://www.terrorism-

info.org.il/en/iran-and-the-continued-aid-to-the-axis-of-resistance-amid-the-

ceasefire-in-the-gaza-strip/) M

3. https://www.uscc.gov/research/china-iran-fact-sheet-short-primer-relationship

(https://www.uscc.gov/research/china-iran-fact-sheet-short-primer-relationship)
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This proxy strategy increases regional risks in several ways:
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Iran is facing a moment of uncertainty at the highest level of its leadership. Following 

the reported death of longtime Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, his son, Mojtaba 

Khamenei, was named as his successor. Yet since that announcement, Mojtaba has 

not appeared in public, raising serious questions about who is actually directing the 

country during an active war with the United States and Israel. This leadership 

vacuum has drawn attention to a powerful force inside Iran that may already be in 

control. Evidence points to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, a U.S.-designated 

terrorist organization, as the group now shaping Iran's decisions at a critical time.

1. Key Takeaways

2. A Missing Supreme Leader in a Time of War

3. The IRGC: A Power Center Built for Control

4. A System That Can Function Without a Visible Leader

5. What IRGC Control Means in Practice

6. The Broader Picture: A Regime Defined by Its Most Extreme Elements

7. Conclusion
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However, according to reports^1, Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly since 

taking the role. A statement attributed to him was read on state television, but he 

did not attend major public events, including Friday prayers and Al Quds Day. These 

events traditionally feature direct appearances by Iran's top leader.

Reports suggest Mojtaba may have been injured during early U.S. and Israeli strikes, 

suffering a fractured foot, facial injuries, and other wounds, possibly in hospital and 

on a ventilator. While Iranian officials claim he is safe, his continued absence has left 

a visible gap at the top of Iran's leadership during wartime.

This raises a direct and urgent question. If the Supreme Leader is not visible and 

possibly not fully active, who is making the decisions?

Iran's leadership structure centers on the Supreme Leader, who holds ultimate 

authority over the military, government, and judiciary. With the death of Ali 

Khamenei, attention shifted immediately to his successor.
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8. FAQs About the Revolutionary Guards

8.1. Who are the Revolutionary Guards and what is their role in Iran?

8.2. How has the power of the Revolutionary Guards changed over time?

8.3. What recent developments indicate the growing power of the Revolutionary Guards?

8.4. Footnotes

A Missing Supreme Leader in a Time of 
War

Key Takeaways
• Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly111 since being named Iran's 

Supreme Leader.
[2]

• Reports indicate he may have been injured during early strikes in the war.

• The absence of visible leadership raises concerns about who is governing Iran.
• The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps already1’1 holds major military and 

political power.
[4]

• The IRGC is designated as a terrorist organization by the United States, the 

EU and many other countries.

• Analysts suggest Iran's system can function without a visible leader, increasing 

the IRGC's influence.



What IRGC Control Means in Practice
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During wartime, this structure becomes even more significant. Military decisions 

must be made quickly, and the IRGC is positioned to act without waiting for public 

direction from a leader who remains out of sight.

The most likely answer0 lies with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, often 

referred to as the IRGC. Formed after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the IRGC was 

created to protect the regime and maintain its ideological direction.

One key insight from recent reporting is that Iran's system may not require an active 
or visible Supreme Leader to operate. According to analysis1"1, the structure of power 

in Iran allows key institutions, especially the IRGC, to continue functioning even in 

the absence of direct leadership.

In practical terms, the IRGC already functions as the most powerful institution inside 

Iran. It has command over military operations and significant influence over political 

decisions.

This means that while Mojtaba Khamenei holds the title, real authority may already 

be exercised by senior IRGC commanders. These individuals control military strategy, 

internal security, and regional operations.

The United States officially designated the IRGC as a terrorist organization in 2019, 

citing its role in supporting militant groups and conducting attacks through regional 

proxies.

If the IRGC is now effectively running Iran, it has major implications for the region 

and for U.S. forces. The organization has a long record of supporting terrorist groups 

and conducting attacks beyond Iran's borders.

A System That Can Function Without a 
Visible Leader

Over decades, the IRGC has grown far beyond0 a traditional military force. It 

controls major parts of Iran's economy, oversees missile and nuclear programs, and 

directs operations through proxy groups across the Middle East. Its Quds Force, in 

particular, manages relationships with armed groups in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and 

Gaza.
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Direct control by the IRGC would likely mean a more aggressive0 and less restrained 

approach to the current war. Decisions would be shaped by military priorities and 

ideological goals rather than diplomatic considerations.

The situation unfolding in Iran highlights a long-standing reality. The country's most 

powerful institution is not its elected government or even its formal leadership. It is 

the IRGC, an organization built to defend the radical and oppressive regime and 

expand its influence.

For observers in the United States and across the Middle East, this moment provides 

a clearer understanding of how Iran operates. Power is concentrated in the hands of 

a military organization with a record of regional intervention and support for terrorist 

groups.

Iran's leadership crisis has exposed a deeper truth about how the country is 

governed. With Mojtaba Khamenei absent from public view and recovering from 

injuries, the question of who is in charge has become urgent. The evidence points 

strongly toward the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps as the dominant force 

directing Iran's actions during the war.

The IRGC's control reflects years of growing influence within Iran's political and 

military system. As a U.S.-designated terrorist organization with a history of regional 

attacks, its central role carries serious implications. For the United States, Israel, and 

their allies, understanding this power structure is critical when assessing Iran's next 

moves and the risks ahead.

This also raises concerns about escalation. Without a visible political leader balancing 

military actions, the risk of broader conflict increases.

The current absence of Mojtaba Khamenei has made this structure more visible. 

What was once behind the scenes is now at the center of attention.
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Its leadership has consistently taken a hardline position against both Israel and the 

United States. The IRGC has backed groups such as Hezbollah and Hamas, supplied 

weapons across the region, and supported attacks on U.S. personnel in Iraq in past 

conflicts.

The Broader Picture: A Regime Defined 
by Its Most Extreme Elements



Key functions commonly attributed to the IRGC include:

In practice, the IRGC's power has grown through three reinforcing tracks:
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• Security reach: The IRGC and its Basij militia conduct domestic policing and 

counter-dissent functions alongside conventional forces.

• Defense and deterrence through strategic missile and maritime capabilities.

• Internal control executed via security and intelligence-linked activities.

• Regional operations facilitated by relationships with allied armed groups 

abroad.

• Economic influence through connections with major state-linked projects and 

companies.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) began following Iran's 1979 

revolution as a parallel force intended to safeguard the new political order. Over 

time, its role expanded from internal security to a broader institution with military, 

intelligence, and economic influence.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (https://factsiqnal.org/bloq/israel- 

warned-the-world-about-irans-regime-and-now-the-world-sees-it-was-proven-

right) (IRGC) is a powerful security and political institution established after Iran's

1979 revolution. It operates alongside Iran's regular military (Artesh) and is tasked 

with protecting the Islamic Republic and its leadership.

How has the power of the Revolutionary 
Guards changed over time?

In practice, the IRGC's role encompasses internal security 

(https://factsignal.org/comparative-terrorism-studies/global-lessons-from- 

counterterrorism), military operations, and foreign policy influence. It has its own 

command structure and incorporates the Quds Force

(https://factsiqnal.org/bloq/how-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-sees-the-united- 

states-and-its-citizens-as-its-qreatest-enemy) (an overseas operations unit) and 

the Basij (a volunteer militia often utilized for domestic enforcement). Recent 

developments illustrate that the IRGC remains central to how Iran manages threats 

and projects influence, especially following significant events like the death of 

Khamenei, which underscored the IRGC's pivotal role in maintaining state stability.

Who are the Revolutionary Guards and what 
is their role in Iran?
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Footnotes
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Key indicator: When the same institution anchors internal repression and external 

force projection, it signals a growing political and operational power.
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• Regional operations: The IRGC's Quds Force manages external networks and 

partners, shaping Iran's influence beyond its borders.

• Economic footprint: IRGC-linked entities have become active in construction, 

energy, and logistics, increasing budgetary and political use.

Analysis: When a single actor accumulates coercive power, intelligence capacity, and 

commercial interests, accountability and transparency become increasingly 

challenging to enforce. Recent developments indicate that the IRGC remains a 

central node in Iran's security decision-making.

Recent reports demonstrate that the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) is vital 

not only to Iran's external positioning but also to domestic control. Reporting on 

expanded strikes within Iran highlights how targets linked to internal repression... 

such as facilities associated with the IRGC and Basij...are viewed as key nodes of state 

power rather than peripheral security units according to Compassion Pulse's
181

reporting on targeting repression headquarters .

What recent developments indicate the 
growing power of the Revolutionary Guards?

1. https://www.foxnews.com/video/6391022006112

(https://www.foxnews.com/video/6391022006112) M

2. https://themedialine.org/headlines/where-is-mojtaba-khamenei/

(https://themedialine.org/headlines/where-is-mojtaba-khamenei/) M

3. https://edition.cnn.eom/2026/03/14/middleeast/iran-israel-us-moitaba-supreme- 

leader (https://edition.cnn.com/2026/03/14/middleeast/iran-israel-us-mojtaba-  

supreme-leader) M

4. https://rewardsforjustice.net/rewards/islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps-irgc-key 

leaders/ (https://rewardsforjustice.net/rewards/islamic-revolutionary-guard-

Other documented trends point to IRGC influence over strategic programs and 

regional networks. Analysis of Iran's post-strike posture describes renewed ballistic 

missile activity and the continuation of missile exports to proxies across the region... 

activities typically linked to the Guard's logistics and expeditionary role per Allyvia's 

overview of Iran's missile rebuilding and exports . The IRGC's involvement in these 

operations emphasizes its dual role in both internal repression and external force 

projection.
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corps-irgc-key-leaders/) M

5. https://www.timesofisrael.com/iranian-revolutionary-guards-orchestrated- 

selection-of-new-supreme-leader-sources/

(https://www.timesofisrael.com/iranian-revolutionary-guards-orchestrated-
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Nuclear weapons in the hands of the Iranian regime would represent one of the gravest threats to 

global security. The regime has a long record of sponsoring terrorism, attacking Americans and U.S. 

allies, and brutally repressing its own people.
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For 47years, the Iranian Regime has built its strategy around hostility toward the United States and 

the West. Following the 12-day war in June 2025, Iran accelerated its nuclear weapons program — 

moving facilities deep underground, expanding ballistic missile production, and using negotiations 

to buy time.

At the same time, Iran has strengthened ties with Russia and China, coordinating economically and 

militarily with other authoritarian powers opposed to the United States. Together, these 

developments create a growing threat to American national security and global stability — making 

decisive action to counter Iran’s ambitions increasingly urgent.
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The war with Iran has expanded beyond direct military strikes into a global economic 

confrontation. During Operation Epic Fury, Iran has moved to disrupt one of the most 

critical shipping routes in the world, the Strait of Hormuz. This narrow waterway carries 

a significant share of the world’s oil supply, making any disruption a global concern. As 

the United States sought support from allies to restore access, a clear divide emerged. 

While many traditional partners hesitated, Israel stepped forward in direct coordination 

with U.S. efforts. The situation has raised new questions about alliances

commitments, financial investments, and who is willing to act when global stability is at 

risk.

X

Strait of Hormuz Crisis Highlights Israel 
as a Highly Dependable Partner

A 
X
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Why the Strait of Hormuz Matters

The U.S. Call for Allied Support
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As tensions escalated, the United States moved to secure the waterway and ensure 

the continued flow of oil. This effort requires naval coordination, mine-clearing 

operations, and protection for commercial vessels.

Blocking or threatening the strait does not require full control. Even limited attacks 

mines, or harassment of shipping can slow or halt traffic, creating ripple effects across 

global markets.

Iran has long viewed the Strait as a strategic lever. By threatening or restricting 

access, it can apply pressure not only on regional rivals but also on the global 
[6]

economy . During Operation Epic Fury, this tactic reappeared as part of Iran’s 

broader response to U.S. and Israeli military action.

Given the global stakes, the U.S. called on allies in Europe and Asia to contribute 

forces. Many of these countries rely heavily on energy that passes through the Strait 

of Hormuz. The expectation was that shared economic interests would translate into

• Iran attempted111 to restrict access to the Strait of Hormuz during Operation Epic 

Fury, allowing only its own ships and those traveling to Russia and China.

• About 20 percent of global oil supply passes through this route.
[2]

• The United States requested assistance from European and Asian allies.

• Many allies have not committed forces to reopening the strait.
[3]

• Israel has supported U.S. efforts during the conflict, and has committed to 

helping the U.S. reopen the Straits.
[4]

• President Trump has noted Israel’s assistance. The American president said 

that “Israel is working with the U.S. to secure the Strait of Hormuz.”

• The situation raises concerns about burden-sharing among U.S. allies.

especially after the investment America makes to allies around the world.

[5] 
The Strait of Hormuz is one of the most important maritime chokepoints in the world. 

Roughly one-fifth of global oil consumption moves through this narrow passage each 

day. Any disruption can immediately affect energy prices, shipping routes, and 

economic stability worldwide.
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A Broader Question About Alliances
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shared military action.

In contrast, Israel has taken an active role in supporting U.S. operations during the 

conflict. While Israel is not geographically located near the Strait of Hormuz, its military 

actions against Iranian capabilities have contributed to the broader effort to weaken 

Iran’s ability to disrupt global shipping.

[4]
President Trump has noted Israel’s assistance. The American president said that

“Israel is working with the U.S. to secure the Strait of Hormuz.”

Israeli operations targeting missile systems, infrastructure, and command networks 

reduce the tools Iran can use to threaten maritime routes. This support plays a role in 

the larger campaign to restore stability.

Israel’s Role in Supporting U.S. 
Operations

The cooperation reflects the close military relationship between Israel and the United 

States. It also highlights Israel’s willingness to act alongside U.S. forces even when 

the immediate issue, such as a maritime chokepoint, lies outside its direct territory.

[7]
The U.S. spends roughly three billion dollars a year on Israel’s military, and 

somewhere between ten and twenty billion dollars annually to station troops in Japan, 

South Korea, and Europe. Nineteen days into this war, only one of those investments 

has produced a return. The underperformance of his European assets may well 

prompt Trump to audit NATO.

The current situation has sparked debate about the effectiveness of long-standing 

alliances. The United States spends billions of dollars annually maintaining military 

partnerships and deployments across Europe and Asia. These arrangements are 

designed to ensure collective security and rapid response during crises.

However, nearly three weeks into the conW, there has been limited visible 

commitment from these allies. Despite longstanding defense partnerships and 

significant U.S. military presence in regions such as Europe, Japan, and South Korea 

few have stepped forward to participate directly in reopening the strait.
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The limited response to the Strait of Hormuz situation has led some analysts to 

question whether these alliances are delivering in practice. The contrast between 
financial investment and operational supports now under closer scrutiny.

For countries in Europe and Asia, the stakes are particularly high. Many depend on 

energy imports that pass through this route. A prolonged disruption could affect 

industries, transportation, and daily life.

Failure to quickly reopen and secure the Strait of Hormuz carries serious 

consequences. Disruptions to oil supply can lead to higher energy prices, economic 

instability, and increased tension between nations.

This moment highlights the importance of reliable partnerships in times of crisis. It also 

raises important questions about burden-sharing and the future of international 

alliances. As the situation develops, the decisions made by U.S. allies will shape not 

only the outcome of this conflict but also the structure of global security cooperation in 

the years ahead.

This moment may influence future U.S. policy decisions, including how resources are 

allocated and how alliances are structured. It also raises questions about 

expectations. When global trade routes are threatened, should all affected nations 

contribute to securing them?

The situation underscores the interconnected nature of global security. Actions taken 

in one region can have far-reaching effects, making coordinated responses more 

important.

Iran’s attempt to disrupt the Strait of Hormuz during Operation Epic Fury has turned a 

regional conflict into a global economic issue. The response has revealed a clear 

divide among U.S. allies. While many have yet to commit forces, Israel has supported 

American efforts through coordinated military action and intelligence sharing.
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Public officials often shape their own exit narratives, but those narratives do not 

always align with the full set of facts. In recent coverage, Joe Kent, the US security 

official claimed that he resigned over the war in Iran and attempted to frame the 

decision as a principled stance related to Israel. A closer look at the timeline and 

reporting shows a different sequence of events, one that raises questions about 

motive and credibility. When an official resigns while already under investigation, the 

context matters. Understanding that context helps separate genuine policy 

disagreement from attempts to redirect attention away from personal or legal 

troubles.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Timeline Behind the Resignation

3. The Israel Explanation and Its Strategic Use

4. Why Context Matters in Public Accountability

5. The Broader Impact on Public Discourse

6. Conclusion
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This raises a key question: why emphasize Israel at that moment? The answer may lie 

in the effectiveness of distraction. By linking his resignation to an issue he knew 

would gain attention, Kent was able to shift the conversation away from the

In his public remarks, the official framed his resignation as a response to conspiracy 

theories related to Israel, including that the fight against ISIS was an Israeli plot that 
[4]

led to the death of his wife. This framing drew immediate attention. Statements 
critical of Israel often receive widespread [“] media coverage, particularly in 

international outlets.

This sequence is important. When an individual resigns while under active 

investigation, the resignation often reflects mounting pressure rather than a sudden 

change in principle. In this case, the investigation formed the backdrop to the 

resignation, even if it was not highlighted in his public statements. By focusing 

attention elsewhere, Kent was able to present his departure in a more favorable light 

to some.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/20/2026 8:37:54 PM
6.1. Footnotes

The Israel Explanation and Its Strategic 
Use

Key Takeaways
• Kent was already under investigation Ul' before announcing his resignation.

[2]
• His public resignation was full of conspiracy theories related to Israel, despite 

the investigation being unrelated to Israeli policy.

• The timing suggests the Israel-focused narrative may have been used to shift 

media attention.

• This pattern reflects a broader tendency among some public figures to deflect 

scrutiny by invoking controversial geopolitical issues.

• Accurate reporting requires examining timelines and facts rather than 

accepting stated motives at face value.

The Timeline Behind the Resignation
Reports^1 indicate that the official's resignation did not occur in isolation or as a 

spontaneous response to policy disagreements. At the time of his announcement, he 
was already facing scrutiny tied to alleged misconduct. Investigations^ of this kind 

typically unfold over weeks or months, not overnight. That means concerns about his 

actions were already known within relevant institutions before he stepped down.
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Conclusion
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This also places an added burden on journalists and readers to separate fact from 

framing. A statement made at the time of resignation may not reflect the full picture. 

Looking at the timeline, the investigation, and the broader context provides a more 

accurate understanding.

The resignation described in recent reporting illustrates how timing and messaging 

can shape public perception. While Kent presented his departure as a response to 

issues involving Israel, the existence of an ongoing investigation tells a more 

complete story. The sequence of events suggests that the Israel-focused explanation 

served as a way to deflect attention from more immediate personal concerns.
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investigation into his own conduct. Media cycles tend to focus on anything that 

makes Israel look bad, which can overshadow less visible but more personally 

damaging developments.

Understanding the full context of a resignation is essential for evaluating the 

credibility of public statements. When an investigation is already underway, any 

explanation for stepping down must be viewed alongside that fact. Ignoring the 

investigation risks accepting a narrative that may not reflect reality.

Readers benefit from examining not just what is said, but when and why it is said. In 

this case, the facts point to a resignation influenced by investigative pressure, with 

the public narrative redirected toward a highly visible international issue. Staying

When Israel is used as a focal point in situations unrelated to its policies or actions, it 

can distort public discourse. Israel is disliked by many in the liberal media, and 

references to it carry significant weight and attention. Using that weight as a shield 

against unrelated allegations risks misinforming audiences and complicating 

legitimate discussions about Israeli policy.

In democratic systems, transparency and accountability are central expectations. 

Officials are entrusted with authority, and when questions arise about their conduct, 

those questions deserve clear answers. Redirecting attention to unrelated 

geopolitical issues does not address the underlying concerns. Instead, it can delay or 

dilute public understanding of the situation.

Why Context Matters in Public 
Accountability
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focused on timelines and documented events allows for a clearer understanding of 

accountability and intent.
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The ongoing war between Iran, Israel and the U.S. has taken a troubling turn with the 

use by Iran of cluster munitions against Israeli civilian areas. These weapons are 

widely condemned due to their indiscriminate nature and long-term danger to 

civilians. Recent attacks in central Israel, including one that killed an elderly couple in 

their 70s, have brought renewed attention to the human cost of these tactics. The 

use of such weapons in populated areas raises serious legal and moral questions. It 

also highlights the risks faced by ordinary civilians caught in the conflict.

1. Key Takeaways

2. What Happened in Ramat Gan

3. What Makes Cluster Bombs So Dangerous

4. Evidence of Widespread Use in the Current War

5. Legal and Moral Implications

6. The Human Impact on Israeli Civilians

7. Conclusion

8. Frequently Asked Questions about Cluster Bombs

8.1. What are cluster bombs and why are they considered illegal under international law?

8.2. What are the implications of using cluster bombs on civilian populations?

8.3. How does international humanitarian law govern the actions of countries in armed 

conflict?

8.4. Footnotes
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Emergency responders reported damage to homes and surrounding infrastructure, 

with additional injuries caused by flying debris. The nature of the weapon meant that 

the impact was not limited to a single point but affected multiple locations 

simultaneously.

Cluster weapons release dozens of smaller explosives, often referred to as bomblets, 
over a wide area. In this case, the spread151 of these submunitions increased the 

likelihood of civilian casualties, even for individuals attempting to take shelter.

A recent Iranian missile strike on Ramat Gan, a city near Tel Aviv, resulted in the 
Hl

deaths of an elderly couple as they attempted to reach a bomb shelter. The victims, 

both in their 70s, were struck by shrapnel from a missile carrying cluster munitions.

Cluster munitions are designed to cover large areas rather than strike a single target. 

When deployed, a single missile can release dozens of smaller explosives over 

several miles.

What Makes Cluster Bombs So 
Dengerous

HOME INTERNATIONAL LAW & ACCOUNTABILITY  

civilian risk. news&analysis

• Their use in populated areas is widely considered a violation " of international 

humanitarian law.

• Reports indicate that a significant portion of Iranian missiles in the conflict 

carry cluster warheads.
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The repeated use of cluster munitions increases the cumulative danger to the 

population. Each strike leaves behind not only immediate destruction but also 

I ngering hazards from unexploded ordnance.

Reports from the current conflict indicate that cluster munitions are not being used
151 

in isolated incidents. Israeli defense assessments suggest that a significant portion

of Iranian missiles fired at Israel carry cluster warheads.

Beyond the legal framework, there is a broader moral concern. The deaths of 

civilians, including elderly individuals attempting to reach safety, highlight the 

human cost of these crimes.

When such weapons are used in cities, the likelihood of civilian harm is extremely 

high. This raises the possibility of violations of the laws of armed conflict and 

potential war crimes.

International humanitarian law requires that combatants distinguish between military 

targets and civilians. Weapons that cannot be directed precisely at a military 

objective are considered unlawful when used in populated areas.

Cluster munitions fall into this category. Human rights organizations have described 

their use in civilian environments as inherently indiscriminate.

Earlier in the war, similar weapons were linked to casualties111 at a construction site in 

central Israel, where multiple workers were killed or injured. These attacks show a 

pattern of strikes affecting civilian areas rather than limited military targets.

Evidence of Widespread Use in the 
Current War

I
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Communities affected by these attacks must also deal with the aftermath.

Unexploded bomblets can remain in neighborhoods, posing risks to residents and 

emergency responders long after the initial strike.

As the conflict continues, the use by Iran of weapons that spread destruction across 

civilian areas will remain a central issue. Protecting civilians is a core principle of 

international law, and actions that place non-combatants at risk demand close 

scrutiny. The events in Israel serve as a stark reminder of the human cost when that 

principle is not upheld.

Cluster bombs (or cluster munitions) are area-effect weapons that disperse 

numerous smaller submunitions across a broad area when detonated. A significant 

concern is that many of these submunitions fail to detonate, resulting in unexploded 

ordnance that remains a persistent hazard to civilians long after conflicts end. The 

humanitarian toll is severe, causing life-altering injuries and deaths among non- 

combatants, thus undermining their security and dignity. In contrast, military 

operations guided by international humanitarian law

(htt ps://i ustorium.org /documentation/international-treaties-and-conventions-

The use of cluster munitions by Iran in attacks on Israeli cities raises serious concerns 

about both legality and human impact. These weapons are widely criticized for their 

indiscriminate nature and long-term danger to civilians. The deaths of an elderly 

couple in Ramat Gan illustrate the real-world consequences of such tactics.

What are cluster bombs and why are they 
considered illegal under international law?

Frequently Asked Questions about 
Cluster Bombs
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The deployment of cluster munitions in or near civilian areas raises significant legal 

questions under international humanitarian law (IHL). These weapons scatter 

submunitions widely, increasing the risk of unintended civilian casualties and leaving 

unexploded ordnance that can cause injuries long after an attack. The core of the 

issue lies in proportionality: targeting a military objective becomes unlawful if 

civilian casualties are deemed "excessive in relation to the concrete and direct 

military advantage anticipated." This evaluation must be conducted for each attack, 

based on credible evidence available at the time, necessitating that parties take 

precautions to limit harm, such as issuing warnings and having the option to abort a 

strike.

Recent reports, notably from Operation Epic Fury, reveal Iranian missile strikes 

employing cluster munitions against Israeli cities, heightening concerns about 

unexploded submunitions and their ongoing threat to civilian lives. The complexities 

of armed conflict are further illustrated by instances where one party may use 

civilians as shields, shifting responsibility for harm primarily to the violator rather 

than the defending state.

What are the implications of using cluster 
bombs on civilian populations?

I observed-bv-israel/) (IHL) emphasize the need for distinction and

, ensuring that attacks are directed at legitimate military targets while
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g civilian harm. Friday, march 20, 2026 (https://justorium.org/support-
NETWORK/)
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proportionality (ensuring any incidentalcivitiW’harm is not excessive). The wide-

area impact and high rates of unexpioded ordnance complicate civilian protection, 

particularly in densely populated regions. A crucial legal framework, the Convention 

on Cluster Munitions (2008), explicitly prohibits the use, production, transfer, and 

stockpiling of these weapons for its States Parties. Even when the treaty does not 

apply, IHL mandates rigorous precautions and accountability to protect civilians from

harm.
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Footnotes

• Distinction: Combatants must distinguish between civilians and military 

personnel, and between civilian objects and military targets.

• Proportionality: Even when targeting a lawful military objective, expected 

civilian harm must not be excessive compared to the anticipated military gain.

• Precautions: Parties are required to undertake feasible measures to mitigate 

civilian harm, such as judicious weapon selection and issuing effective warnings 

when possible.

IHL also demands accountability: states must investigate credible allegations of 

violations and hold violators accountable. Ongoing discussions indicate a continuing 

debate over the interpretation and application of these standards in practical 

contexts. For further insights into how these principles apply in specific scenarios, 

refer to our analysis on the legal implications of military actions in civilian areas 

(https://justorium.org/international-law/un-resolutions-on-terrorism-and-self- 

defense/).
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non-combatants. Central to IHL are several fundamental standards that armed forces 
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