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Public discussion about religious freedom in the Middle East often includes strong claims about how minorities are 

treated, especially Christians. Israel is sometimes accused of restricting Christian life, yet the facts present a different 

picture. Within Israeli borders, Christian communities are growing and maintain open access to their holy sites, 
practice their faith publicly and participate in civic life. Recent claims tied to Easter this year have added confusion, 

especially in light of wartime security measures. Looking closely at facts on the ground helps separate rumor from 
reality.
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[1]
• Christians in Israel p^ptice their religion openly with full legal protections

• Temporary closures of large churches apply to all religions, including Jewish and Muslim sites, during a 

national security emergency

• Easter events are affected by safe^jestrictions tied to Iranian attacks, not religious discrimination

• An Iranian missile fragment landed near a major Christian site in Jerusalem on March 17

• Christian communities remain active and visible in Israeli society
• Israel stands out in the region for protecting religious freedom



s<

tions hi

-i

'a

About
(/about)

_ This distinction m<

A Growing and Active Christian Community

Participation in Public Life

Addressing Misinformation

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/23/2026 4:39:05 PM

Religious hohuays suvfi as Easter and Christmas are publicly visible, particularly in cities like Nazareth. These 
celebrations reflect a society where Chris^^ttipS^/^EttltUWliyh9cOlft©$ut state interference.

This context is often missing from public claims. The restrictions in place are tied directly to protecting lives during a 
period of heightened danger.

This ongoing presence stands in contrast to trends in parts of the Middle East where Christian populations have 
declined due to instability and violence.

This level of participation reflects equal legal standing. Religious identity does not block access to leadership roles or 

public service.

Israeli authorities have maintained communication with religious leaders across all faiths. The goal is to balance public 
safety with religious practice during a period of conflict.

Claims about church closures during Easter often present a false picture. They focus on restrictions without explaining 
the broader security situation. When the full context is considered, it becomes clear that these measures are not aimed 

at limiting Christianity.

Christians in Israel work in medicine, education, law, and business. Christian schools are well regarded and serve 

diverse student populations. Churches continue to operate, and clergy carry out their roles openly.

Christian citizens of Israel are involved in the country's political and legal systems. They vote, hold public office, and 
serve in institutions such as the judiciary.

Christian holy sites are not isolated from these threats. They are located in areas that can be affected by regional 

conflict, making safety measures necessary for all who live, work, or worship there.

The ability of Christian communities to organize, advocate, and engage with government authorities further shows that 
their position in Israel is secure and recognized.
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Legal Protections for Religious Freedom

_ This distinction matters. Governments facing missile threats and active hostilities often limit large gatherings to reduce 
'JtTrsK toxrrvIlrantMsrael has taken this step across the board, without targeting any one religious group.

(https://culturavia.org/get-involved/)
Direct Impact of Iranian Attacks
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The security concerns ar^ot theoretical. On March 17, the same day Ali Larijani was reported killed, a fragment from 

an Iranian missile landed near the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. This incident highlights the real and immediate 

danger posed by ongoing attacks.
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freedom of religion for all citizens. This protection applies to Christians of many 

'"’rthodox, Roman Catholic, Armenian, and Protestant communities. Churches operate 

: w -ship without restriction from the state.

[7]
One clear indicator of religious freedom is the continued presence and growth of a religious community. In Israel, 
the Christian population has increased overtime and remains active in many areas of society.
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Easter 2026 and Security Measures

Faith & Heritage Arts & Culture Education
As Easter approaches, claims have circulated that Israel has closed churches or restricted Christian worship. These

(/faith-heritage^ims leave outa key fac(/Qr6tSmpiB£tTi6<iidtu£pfeh^xfifeaii3ig^ on large public gather  ̂ehdCbatbang-a nd-exchange) 
security threats, including attacks from Iran.

Philanthropy . [5]  News
These restrictions apply to all religious institutions, including synagogues, mosques, and churches. The policy is

(/philanthro py -randec&o mmutnity) is a public safety measure 4ht|ps^//euta^iai(org/blog/)
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This legacy manifests in practical ways you can observe on the ground, including:

Footnotes

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/23/2026 4:39:05 PM

3. https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/in-jerusalem-missile-fragments-fall-near-church-of-holy-sepulchre- 

national-library-close-to-the-knesset/ (https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/in-jerusalem-missile- 
fragments-fall-near-church-of-holy-sepulchre-national-library-close-to-the-knesset/) +>

5. https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/huckabee-slams-reports-on-christian-muslim-holy-sites-closures 
(https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/huckabee-slams-reports-on-christian-muslim-holy-sites-closures)

Beyond headcounts, current trends indicate strong social participation: Christian students achieve high matriculation 
eligibility and pursue higher education at notable rates, while labor force participation is high for both men and 
women...demonstrating how a pluralistic society can nurture faith, freedom, and friendship.

4. https://www.gov.il/en/pages/the-christian-communities-in-israel-may-2014 (https://www.gov.il/en/pages/the- 
christian-communities-in-israel-may-2014)
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Christian history shapes modern Israel primarily through its holy sites, enduring pilgrimage and cultural exchange, 

and the way a pluralistic society navigates access to places sacred to multiple faiths. Cities such as Jerusalem, 

Nazareth, Bethlehem, and the Sea of Galilee remain central to Christian memory, influencing travel, education, and 
interfaith relationships today.

• Cultural diplomacy surrounding churches, monasteries, and archaeological parks that host visitors and 
educational programs promoting interfaith dialogue.

• Shared values through community events that foster mutual respect and collaboration among diverse faith 

groups.
• Ongoing efforts in heritage preservation and visitor access that support Christian communities and local 

livelihoods.
If you're planning a visit or program, seek out reputable guides and institutions that provide context for Christian 
history and its connection to Israel's diverse civic life...an approach grounded in Faith • Freedom • Friendship

For reade.  .jr>
security situ,. ..it
understanding of reality.

1. https://www.aipac.org/resources/israel-christian-community (https://www.aipac.org/resources/israel-christian- 

community) P

2. https://www.columbusjewishnews.com/jns/huckabee-slams-reports-on-christian-muslim-holy-sites- 

Closures/article_a6f7f4e2-f03c-578a-aa75-7c0cf665a12c.html
(https://www.columbusjewishnews.com/jns/huckabee-slams-reports-on-christian-muslim-holy-sites-

Closures/article_a6f7f4e2-f03c-578a-aa75-7c0cf665a12c.html) P
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Understanding this distinction helps prevent the spread of misleading narratives and allows for a clearer view of events 

on the ground

, the next step is to examine full context rather than isolated claims. Looking at both the 
consistent presence of Christian communities in Israel provides a more accurate 

(https://culturavia.org)

How has the history of Christianity 
shaped modern Israel?
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Recent reporting shows Israel's Christian population is about 185,000 people, representing roughly 1.9Recent reporting shows Israel's Christian population is about 185,000 people, representing roughl^l.a % of the 

country's total population. This figure is cit^d^rom Israel's Central Bureau of Statistics in late 2025 and summarized in 
GG^ail|l/lVQtV©drage by AllyVia's explainer

(https://culturavia.org/get-involved/)
In terms orcommunity makeup, about four-fifths (around 80%) of Christians in Israel are Arab Christians, with many 

residing in cities such as Haifa, Nazareth, Jerusalem, and Nof HaGalil, according to the same report.
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6. https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/missile-shrapnel-falls-jerusalems-old-city-holy-sites-police-say-2026-

03-16/ (ht+- ,, ~Jters.com/world/middle-east/missile-shrapnel-falls-jerusalems-old-city-holy-sites-police- 
say-!
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Our mission is to deepen the connection between the people of the United States and Israel by celebrating shared heritage, 

U 61 mVqiV^lPsultural and faith-based ties, and expanding opportunities for meaningful engagement. We empower students, 
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Israel and Global Security

revention and Deradicalization Context

A recent incident in New York City has raised serious concerns about how foreign 

regimes and their sympathizers operate inside the United States. What began as a 

small vigil for Iran's former Supreme Leader quickly turned into a violent 

confrontation, drawing national attention. Beyond the immediate clash, investigators 

and analysts are now pointing to a broader network of activism tied to messaging 

that aligns with the Iranian regime. Understanding what happened and why it 

matters provides insight into both domestic security concerns and the global 

information battle involving Iran, Israel, and the United States.
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Key Takeaways
• A New York City vigil for Ali Khamenei turned violent111 when a counter­

protester was attacked



What Happened in New York City

A Network Behind the Protest

Iran's Record on Dissent and Messaging

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/23/2026 4:39:07 PM

A Jewish rapper, Rami Even-Esh, known as Kosha Dillz, approached the vigil and 
121

removed a poster of Khamenei. Video footage shows that multiple individuals then 

tackled him, punching and kicking him while he was on the ground. He was left

bloodied, and police arrested both him and one of the attackers.

The incident did not occur in isolation. According to a report, the vigil and a related 

protest were organized and promoted by a network “ of activist groups with 

documented ties to Iranian state media.

To understand why this matters, it is important to look at how Iran treats dissent 

within its own borders. The Iranian government has a well-documented history of 

suppressing protests and controlling media narratives.

The attack drew attention not only because of the violence, but because of what the 

vigil represented. Khamenei led a regime widely criticized for mass murder, 

repression, including crackdowns on protests and restrictions on basic freedoms.

The groups involved reportedly include organizations^ that frame their activism 

around anti-U.S. and anti-lsrael themes. While political protest is protected speech in 

the United States, links to foreign propaganda efforts bring added scrutiny.

In early March, a small vigil took place in Washington Square Park in Manhattan to 

mourn Ali Khamenei, the former Supreme Leader of Iran, who was responsible " for 

the deaths of hundreds of Americans, tens of thousands of Iranians, and others. The 

gathering drew only a few dozen participants, many affiliated with activist groups, 

who chanted " "Death to America" and "Death to Israel". What followed quickly 

escalated into violence.

These connections are significant. Iranian state media has long been used as a tool 

to shape narratives both inside Iran and abroad. When messaging aligned with that 

system appears in Western protests, it raises questions about foreign malicious 

influence and coordination.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit2 03/23/2026 4:39:07 PM
• The victim, a Jewish rapper, was beaten " after removing a poster of the 

murderous and oppressive Iranian leader

• Reports link organizers of the protest to networks " connected with Iranian 

state media

• The incident highlights how anti-lsrael and anti-U.S. messaging can intersect 

with foreign influence

• Iran has a documented history" of targeting critics and shaping narratives 

abroad

• The event raises broader concerns about safety, misinformation, and foreign 

propaganda inside the U.S.
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Why This Matters for the United States

Conclusion
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This pattern shows a government that not only controls internal narratives but also 

seeks to influence or silence voices internationally.

It also raises a broader question. When protests in the U.S. align with messaging 

from regimes that suppress their own citizens, it becomes important to examine who 

is influencing those messages and why.

The NYC vigil also reflects how anti-America messaging can intersect with support 

for the Iranian regime. Iran's leadership has long positioned itself as a central 

opponent of the U.S., often using strong rhetoric and backing groups hostile to it.

At the same time, Iran has been linked to efforts beyond its borders0. U.S. 

authorities have previously charged individuals tied to Iran's Revolutionary Guard in 

plots targeting dissidents in New York.

The NYC incident shows how quickly tensions can escalate when extremist 

viewpoints or propaganda-driven narratives enter public spaces. Violence against 

individuals, especially those expressing dissent, raises concerns about safety and civil 

discourse.

This absence highlights a key issue. Many protests that present themselves as 

political or humanitarian can, at times, amplify one-sided narratives that overlook the 

actions of regimes like Iran's.

The United States protects free speech, including protests and political expression. At 

the same time, there is growing concern about foreign governments shaping 

narratives within American society.

The violent incident at a New York City vigil for Ali Khamenei was more than a local 

confrontation. It revealed connections between activist networks and messaging tied 

to the Iranian regime, a government with a long record of mass murder, repressing 

dissent and controlling information.
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For example, Iranian rapper Toomaj Salehi was imprisoned and at one point 

sentenced to death after supporting protest movements critical of the regime. His 

case drew international attention and highlighted the risks faced by artists and 

activists inside Iran.

Anti-America Messaging and Its 
Broader Context

In this case, the absence of Iranian voices critical of the regime stood out. According 

to the rapper involved, he did not see representation of the regime's victims at the 

vigil.



Frequently Asked Questions

Common influence pathways include:

For readers, the next step is to look closely at sources of information, question the 

origins of political messaging, and recognize the difference between legitimate 

protest and narratives that echo authoritarian systems.

Radicalization can impact protests by shifting a gathering from issue-focused civic 

engagement toward extremist recruitment and control. While most protests are 

peaceful, a small number of organized actors may attempt to exploit public emotion, 

uncertainty, or anger to promote rigid "us-versus-them" narratives.

Current trends indicate common recruitment mechanisms include manipulating 

real grievances, spreading propaganda, and pressuring individuals to demonstrate 

loyalty through escalating behavior. This can manifest as harassment of bystanders, 

calls to intimidate opponents, or efforts to "own the space" and silence differing 

opinions.

Iran can exert influence abroad through a combination of official diplomacy, state- 

linked media, and relationships with aligned organizations and community networks. 

The aim is often to shape public discourse, cultivate sympathy for Iranian policy 

positions, or apply pressure on opponents...without appearing as direct state 

involvement.

What role does radicalization play in shaping 
protests?

How does Iran influence activism in other 
countries?
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The attack on a counter-protester underscores the risks that can arise when political 

expression turns into physical aggression. It also highlights the need for awareness 

about how foreign influence can shape narratives inside the United States.

To assess risk, look for practical signals:
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• Narrative shaping via state-backed outlets and social media amplification that 

frames events around resistance, injustice, or anti-Western themes.

• Support to aligned organizations, sometimes through funding, training, or 

coordination (often reported in general terms, but details can be difficult to 

verify).

• Proxy and partner messaging where affiliated groups promote shared talking 

points in local contexts.

• Soft-power engagement through cultural and religious institutions that build 

long-term trust and influence.

For prevention, focus on media literacy, transparent funding disclosures, and 

values-based civic education that strengthens moral resilience without stigmatizing 

communities.
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• Messaging that dehumanizes or glorifies harm.

• Coordinated efforts to provoke confrontation.

• Demands for obedience over evidence or accountability.

Prevention emphasizes moral resilience: establish clear nonviolence norms, verify 

claims before sharing, and maintain protest goals grounded in truth and shared 

values.
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Iran's missile attacks on the southern Israeli cities of Arad and Dimona brought the 

reality of modern warfare directly into residential neighborhoods. The strike injured 

nearly 100 civilians and caused widespread destruction to homes, streets, and daily 

life. This was not a remote battlefield; families were inside their houses late at night 

when the missiles hit, turning ordinary homes into scenes of chaos and emergency 

rescue. The scale of civilian devastation underscores the nature of the Iranian terror 

attack and raises urgent questions about the targeting decisions behind it.

1. Key Takeaways

2. Civilian Neighborhoods Turned Into Disaster Zones

3. Children and Families Among the Wounded

4. Emergency Response Under Pressure

5. A Pattern of Civilian Harm

6. Conclusion

6.1. Footnotes

Civilian Neighborhoods, with
Over 100 Injured
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Hospitals in the region moved quickly to handle the influx of wounded. Emergency 

rooms filled with civilians suffering from fractures, burns, and shock. Medical staff 

worked through the night to stabilize patients, many of whom had been evacuated 

directly from the rubble.

Many of those injured were inside their homes when the missile struck. Walls 

collapsed, windows shattered, and fires broke out in the aftermath. First responders 

described scenes where families had to be pulled from damaged structures, some 

disoriented and bleeding.

Among the injured1"1 were children and families caught in their homes during the 

nighttime strike. Medical teams reported treating minors, including those suffering 

from serious injuries caused by collapsing structures and flying debris.

This type of damage is consistent with direct hits in a populated area. It is not limited 

to a single building. The blast affects nearby homes, vehicles, and infrastructure, 

multiplying the number of casualties. Entire sections of a neighborhood were 

impacted within seconds.

[4]
The missile strikes hit residential areas of Arad and Dimona, quiet cities in southern 

Israel. Emergency responders arriving at the scenes found buildings damaged, cars 

destroyed, and debris scattered across streets. Paramedics treated over 100 people 

for injuries ranging from light wounds to serious trauma.

Children and Families Among the 
Wounded

Civilian Neighborhoods Turned Into 
Disaster Zones
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Key Takeaways
• Nearly 100 civilians111 were treated after direct missile strikes on Arad and 

Dimona

• Residential buildings sustained heavy damage, with families trapped inside
[2]

• Children were among the injured, some in serious condition

• Emergency crews responded to fires, debris, and collapsed structures
• The strike121 shows a clear pattern of attacks affecting civilian areas

• Officials view the attack as further evidence of Iran targeting population 

centers
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A Pattern of Civilian Harm

Conclusion
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Israel has consistently stated that protecting its civilian population is a primary 

obligation of the state. Attacks like this one strengthen that position and shape how 

the government responds militarily.

Rescue operations in these conditions are complex. Damaged buildings can collapse 

further, and fires can spread quickly through residential blocks. Crews must move 

carefully while still acting fast enough to reach survivors.

Paramedics set up triage areas to assess injuries and prioritize treatment. Some 

victims were treated at the scene, while others were transported to hospitals for 

surgery and advanced care. The speed of response helped prevent further loss of life, 

but the scale of the attack still left a large number of people injured.

Israel's emergency services, including Magen David Adorn and local fire crews, 

responded immediately after the strike. Teams worked to extinguish fires, search for 

trapped residents, and provide urgent medical care on-site.
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These are not isolated injuries. When a missile hits a residential area, the impact 

reaches every age group. Children, parents, and elderly residents are all exposed at 

once. The result is a wide range of injuries that stretch local medical systems within 

minutes.

The choice of timing, late at night when families are home, increases the likelihood 

of civilian casualties. The location, a residential neighborhood rather than a clearly 

defined military target, reinforces that conclusion.

The missile strikes on Arad and Dimona left over 100 civilians injured and caused 

serious damage to homes and neighborhoods. Families were caught in their houses 

as the attack unfolded, leading to scenes of destruction and urgent rescue efforts. 

Children were among the wounded, and hospitals were pushed to handle a sudden 

wave of casualties.

The strikes fit into a broader pattern seen in recent attacks, where civilian areas have 

been directly affected. This reflects a deliberate strategy rather than accidental 

damage.
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These events highlight the human cost of the conflict in clear terms. It shows what 

happens when missiles land in civilian areas and why these attacks carry 

consequences beyond the immediate damage. The situation now moves forward 

with heightened tension, as Israel weighs its next steps while continuing to focus on 

defending its population from further strikes.
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Coverage of the conflict in Gaza often reaches global audiences within minutes, 

shaping public opinion and policy debates in real time. In recent years, many reports 

have relied heavily on terrorist organizations for casualty figures and descriptions of 

events. This has raised growing concerns about accuracy and verification. A recent 

investigation into individuals linked to Palestinian Islamic Jihad highlights a broader 

issue: how easily terrorist groups can influence narratives when their claims are 

accepted without sufficient scrutiny.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Case That Sparked Renewed Attention

3. How Casualty Reporting Works in Gaza

4. The Role of Media Amplification

5. A Broader Pattern Over Time

6. Why Accuracy Matters

7. Conclusion

7.1. Footnotes

Gaza Reporting and the Lies 
About Civilian Deaths
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How Casualty Reporting Works in Gaza
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When these individuals are reported solely as civilians, it will lead to an incomplete 

or misleading picture of events on the ground.

[4]
A recent report highlighted individuals in Gaza who were publicly identified as 

journalists, medical workers, or legal professionals, but who were also linked to 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad. These findings raised questions about how such individuals 

are presented in international media coverage.

In conflict zones like Gaza, terrorist groups such as Hamas and Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad maintain significant control over public life. This includes influence over 

institutions, professional roles, and access to information. As a result, individuals may 

hold dual roles, functioning both as civilians and as members or affiliates of armed 

groups.

One of the most widely cited sources for casualty figures in Gaza is the territory's 

health ministry. This body operates under the authority of Hamas, which has 

governed Gaza since 2007.

The Case That Sparked Renewed 
Attention

International media organizations often rely on these figures. This creates a 

structural challenge. When the primary source of information is connected to a 
governing authority that is also a party to the conflict, the risk of inaccuracy1"1 

increases.
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Key Takeaways
• Gaza-based sources^1 presented as civilians have documented ties to militant 

groups

• Media outlets often rely on local reporting networks that may not be 

independent

• Casualty figures from Gaza frequently originate from institutions linked to 

Hamas
[2]

• Misidentification of combatants as civilians can distort public understanding

• The issue reflects a wider challenge in conflict reporting, not a single case
• Hamas has admitted ["] that the more civilian deaths there are, the better for 

their goals

• Careful verification is necessary when reporting from areas controlled by armed 

groups
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This pattern points to a recurring problem. In environments where armed groups are 

deeply embedded in civilian areas, distinguishing between civilian and combatant 

roles becomes more complex. Without careful verification, reporting can 

unintentionally reflect the messaging of those groups.

Accurate reporting is critical in any conflict, especially one as closely watched as 

Israel's conflict with Gaza-based groups. Public opinion, diplomatic decisions, and 

international responses are all influenced by how events are described.

In the case highlighted by the recent report, individuals described in civilian roles 

were later linked to militant activity. By the time this information became known, 

earlier portrayals had already shaped public perception.

Analysts and researchers have documented cases where individuals initially reported 

as non-combatants were later identified as members of militant organizations. In 

some instances, militant groups themselves have later acknowledged these 

affiliations.

When casualty numbers or personal profiles are published without full verification, 

they can become widely accepted before additional context emerges. This effect is 

amplified by social media, where images and narratives circulate rapidly and are 

often detached from their original sources.

This issue is not limited to a single report or conflict. Over the past several years, 

similar concerns have been raised following multiple rounds of fighting between 

Israel and Gaza-based terror groups.
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Past conflicts have shown discrepancies between initial reports and later findings, 

particularly regarding the classification of combatants versus civilians. These 

distinctions are not minor. They shape how the conflict is understood by global 

audiences.

Modern media operates at high speed. Breaking news spreads quickly across 

television, websites, and social media platforms. In this environment, initial reports 

often receive the most attention, even if later corrections are issued.
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Understanding this challenge does not require dismissing all reporting from Gaza. It 

does require a more careful approach, one that considers who is providing 

information and under what conditions. For readers and policymakers alike, the next 

step is to seek multiple sources, look for confirmed details, and remain aware of how 

information flows in conflict zones.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/23/2026 4:39:18 PM
When information is incomplete or misleading, it can affect how responsibility is 

assigned and how actions are judged. This has real consequences for policy and for 

the broader understanding of the conflict.

For audiences, recognizing the limitations of reporting from restricted environments 

is an important step. Not all information is equally reliable, and the source of a claim 

matters as much as the claim itself.

The recent findings about individuals linked to Palestinian Islamic Jihad highlight a 

wider issue in Gaza reporting. In a setting where terrorist groups hold significant 

control, information often comes from sources that are not fully independent. When 

these sources are accepted without verification, it can lead to distorted narratives.
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Public discussion about religious freedom in the Middle East often includes strong claims about how minorities are 

treated, especially Christians. Israel is sometimes accused of restricting Christian life, yet the facts present a different 

picture. Within Israeli borders, Christian communities are growing and maintain open access to their holy sites, 
practice their faith publicly and participate in civic life. Recent claims tied to Easter this year have added confusion, 

especially in light of wartime security measures. Looking closely at facts on the ground helps separate rumor from 
reality.

1. Key Takeaways

2. Legal Protections for Religious Freedom

3. Easter 2026 and Security Measures

4. Direct Impact of Iranian Attacks

5. A Growing and Active Christian Community

6. Participation in Public Life

7. Addressing Misinformation

8. Conclusion

9. Frequently Asked Questions

9.1. What is the current demographic of Christians living in Israel

9.2. How has the history of Christianity shaped modern Israel?

9.3. Footnotes

Philanthropy

(/philanthropy and-community)

Faith & Heritage 
(/faith-heritage)

ThisStSM2^6AalOi£Mm»U«„ is available al the

Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

[1]
• Christians in Israel p^ptice their religion openly with full legal protections

• Temporary closures of large churches apply to all religions, including Jewish and Muslim sites, during a 

national security emergency

• Easter events are affected by safe^jestrictions tied to Iranian attacks, not religious discrimination

• An Iranian missile fragment landed near a major Christian site in Jerusalem on March 17

• Christian communities remain active and visible in Israeli society
• Israel stands out in the region for protecting religious freedom
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Participation in Public Life

Addressing Misinformation
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Religious hohuays suvfi as Easter and Christmas are publicly visible, particularly in cities like Nazareth. These 
celebrations reflect a society where Chris^^ttipS^/^EttltUWliyh9cOlft©$ut state interference.

This context is often missing from public claims. The restrictions in place are tied directly to protecting lives during a 
period of heightened danger.

This ongoing presence stands in contrast to trends in parts of the Middle East where Christian populations have 
declined due to instability and violence.

This level of participation reflects equal legal standing. Religious identity does not block access to leadership roles or 

public service.

Israeli authorities have maintained communication with religious leaders across all faiths. The goal is to balance public 
safety with religious practice during a period of conflict.

Claims about church closures during Easter often present a false picture. They focus on restrictions without explaining 
the broader security situation. When the full context is considered, it becomes clear that these measures are not aimed 

at limiting Christianity.

Christians in Israel work in medicine, education, law, and business. Christian schools are well regarded and serve 

diverse student populations. Churches continue to operate, and clergy carry out their roles openly.

Christian citizens of Israel are involved in the country's political and legal systems. They vote, hold public office, and 
serve in institutions such as the judiciary.

Christian holy sites are not isolated from these threats. They are located in areas that can be affected by regional 

conflict, making safety measures necessary for all who live, work, or worship there.

The ability of Christian communities to organize, advocate, and engage with government authorities further shows that 
their position in Israel is secure and recognized.

_ This distinction matters. Governments facing missile threats and active hostilities often limit large gatherings to reduce 
'JtTrsK toxrrvIlrantMsrael has taken this step across the board, without targeting any one religious group.

(https://culturavia.org/get-involved/)
Direct Impact of Iranian Attacks
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Legal Protections for Religious Freedom
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The security concerns ar^ot theoretical. On March 17, the same day Ali Larijani was reported killed, a fragment from 

an Iranian missile landed near the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. This incident highlights the real and immediate 

danger posed by ongoing attacks.
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f the most important locations in Christianity and continues to receive visitors from

[4]
freedom of religion for all citizens. This protection applies to Christians of many 

'"’rthodox, Roman Catholic, Armenian, and Protestant communities. Churches operate 

: w -ship without restriction from the state.

[7]
One clear indicator of religious freedom is the continued presence and growth of a religious community. In Israel, 
the Christian population has increased overtime and remains active in many areas of society.
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Easter 2026 and Security Measures

Faith & Heritage Arts & Culture Education
As Easter approaches, claims have circulated that Israel has closed churches or restricted Christian worship. These

(/faith-heritage^ims leave outa key fac(/Qr6tSmpiB£tTi6<iijJtu£pfeh^xfifeaii3ig  ̂on large public gather  ̂ehdCbatbang-a nd-exchange) 
security threats, including attacks from Iran.

Philanthropy . [5]  News
These restrictions apply to all religious institutions, including synagogues, mosques, and churches. The policy is

(/philanthro py -randec&o mmutnity) is a public safety measure 4ht|ps^//euta^iai(org/blog/)
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This legacy manifests in practical ways you can observe on the ground, including:
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3. https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/in-jerusalem-missile-fragments-fall-near-church-of-holy-sepulchre- 

national-library-close-to-the-knesset/ (https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/in-jerusalem-missile- 
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5. https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/huckabee-slams-reports-on-christian-muslim-holy-sites-closures 
(https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/huckabee-slams-reports-on-christian-muslim-holy-sites-closures)

Beyond headcounts, current trends indicate strong social participation: Christian students achieve high matriculation 
eligibility and pursue higher education at notable rates, while labor force participation is high for both men and 
women...demonstrating how a pluralistic society can nurture faith, freedom, and friendship.

4. https://www.gov.il/en/pages/the-christian-communities-in-israel-may-2014 (https://www.gov.il/en/pages/the- 
christian-communities-in-israel-may-2014)
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Christian history shapes modern Israel primarily through its holy sites, enduring pilgrimage and cultural exchange, 

and the way a pluralistic society navigates access to places sacred to multiple faiths. Cities such as Jerusalem, 

Nazareth, Bethlehem, and the Sea of Galilee remain central to Christian memory, influencing travel, education, and 
interfaith relationships today.

• Cultural diplomacy surrounding churches, monasteries, and archaeological parks that host visitors and 
educational programs promoting interfaith dialogue.

• Shared values through community events that foster mutual respect and collaboration among diverse faith 

groups.
• Ongoing efforts in heritage preservation and visitor access that support Christian communities and local 

livelihoods.
If you're planning a visit or program, seek out reputable guides and institutions that provide context for Christian 
history and its connection to Israel's diverse civic life...an approach grounded in Faith • Freedom • Friendship

For reade.  .jr>
security situ,. ..it
understanding of reality.

1. https://www.aipac.org/resources/israel-christian-community (https://www.aipac.org/resources/israel-christian- 

community) P

2. https://www.columbusjewishnews.com/jns/huckabee-slams-reports-on-christian-muslim-holy-sites- 

Closures/article_a6f7f4e2-f03c-578a-aa75-7c0cf665a12c.html
(https://www.columbusjewishnews.com/jns/huckabee-slams-reports-on-christian-muslim-holy-sites-

Closures/article_a6f7f4e2-f03c-578a-aa75-7c0cf665a12c.html) P
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Understanding this distinction helps prevent the spread of misleading narratives and allows for a clearer view of events 

on the ground

, the next step is to examine full context rather than isolated claims. Looking at both the 
consistent presence of Christian communities in Israel provides a more accurate 

(https://culturavia.org)

How has the history of Christianity 
shaped modern Israel?
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Christians living in Israel?
(/philanthropy-and-community) (https://culturavia.org/blog/)

Recent reporting shows Israel's Christian population is about 185,000 people, representing roughly 1.9Recent reporting shows Israel's Christian population is about 185,000 people, representing roughl^l.a % of the 

country's total population. This figure is cit^d^rom Israel's Central Bureau of Statistics in late 2025 and summarized in 
GC^ail|l/lVQlV©drage by AllyVia's explainer

(https://culturavia.org/get-involved/)
In terms orcommunity makeup, about four-fifths (around 80%) of Christians in Israel are Arab Christians, with many 

residing in cities such as Haifa, Nazareth, Jerusalem, and Nof HaGalil, according to the same report.
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Christianity in Israel thrives 
with legal protections and 
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temporary security 
measures during conflict.
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An Iranian missile over 

Jerusalem damaged the

Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, raising concerns 
over threats to religious sites 

during conflict.
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Our mission is to deepen the connection between the people of the United States and Israel by celebrating shared heritage, 

U 61 mVqiV^lPsultural and faith-based ties, and expanding opportunities for meaningful engagement. We empower students, 
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Israel and Global Security

revention and Deradicalization Context

Ali Larijani was one of the most influential figures in the Islamic Republic of Iran for 

decades, holding positions that placed him at the center of state repression, mass 

murder, and political decision-making. His career reflects how power operates inside 

Iran's ruling system, where control over information, internal dissent, and public 

expression plays a central devastating role. His assassination " on March 17, has 

drawn attention to his legacy and the bloody policies he helped carry out. To 

understand the significance of the terror he led, at home and abroad, it is necessary 

to examine the documented actions associated with his time in power.

1. Key Takeaways

2. A Career at the Center of Power

3. Allegations of Media Abuse and Forced Confessions

4. Role in Suppression of Protests

5. Sanctions and International Response

6. Corruption Allegations and Power Networks
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Key Takeaways
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• Ali Larijani held senior roles in Iran's government, where he was involved in 

murder, terror and repression
• Reports1-1 link him to terror, media censorship, forced confessions, and 

suppression of dissent



A Career at the Center of Power

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/23/2026 4:39:15 PM

These practices have been widely criticized by international observers. Forced 

confessions undermine legal standards and raise questions about the legitimacy of 

the judicial system.

During his tenure at state broadcasting from 1993 to 2004, Iran's media environment 

was tightly controlled. Independent journalism faced restrictions, and state narratives 

dominated television and radio. According to the material provided, Larijani was 

involved in approving programming that targeted opposition and critics of the 

regime.

This period is widely understood as one in which Iran's leadership worked to 

consolidate absolute control over public discourse. State media was not simply 

informational. It was used as a tool to reinforce political authority and limit 

opposition voices.

Another example cited involves political activist Ali Afshari, who later stated that 

statements attributed to him on television were made under pressure and did not 

reflect his own words.

The file describes cases in which individuals such as Ezzatollah Sahabi and Ali Akbar 

Saidi Sirjani appeared in broadcasts after reportedly being subjected to physical and 

psychological coercion. These broadcasts were presented as evidence against critics, 

shaping public perception while raising serious concerns about due process and 

human rights.

Ali Larijani served in multiple high-ranking roles0, including head of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran Broadcasting and later as a senior figure in the Supreme National 

Security Council. These positions gave him authority over both public messaging and 

internal security coordination. His influence extended across decades, shaping how 

the Iranian government communicated with its citizens and responded to internal 

challenges.

Allegations of Media Abuse and Forced 
Confessions
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• Iran's state media under his leadership broadcast coerced statements from 

detainees
[4]

• He was identified in connection with deadly responses to protests and 

internet shutdowns

• U.S. sanctions - targeted Larijani for his role in repression inside Iran

• His career reflects" broader patterns of corruption within Iran's governing 

system

One of the most serious accusations tied to Larijani's time at IRIB involves the 
[gj

broadcast of forced confessions Human rights organizations have long 

documented the use of televised confessions in Iran, where detainees appear on 

state media admitting to crimes or political wrongdoing under pressure.



Sanctions and International Response
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The United States has imposed sanctions on individuals and entities connected to 

repression inside Iran. The file notes that Larijani was identified among those 

associated with such actions.

These claims point to a broader issue within Iran's governance structure, where 

political power and economic interests often overlap. Critics argue that such patterns 

weaken accountability and limit transparency.

While specific allegations vary in detail and verification, the consistent theme is the 

concentration of authority among a small group of interconnected figures.

Internet shutdowns have been used by Iranian authorities to limit communication 

among protesters and restrict the flow of information to the outside world. This 

tactic has drawn criticism from governments and human rights groups, who argue 

that it isolates citizens and conceals state actions.

Iran has experienced repeated waves of protests over economic conditions, political 

restrictions, and social issues. The period from late 2025 into early 2026 saw 

significant unrest, with demonstrators massacred " on the streets, at schools and in 

hospitals.

Larijani was identified1-1 as a participant in decisions made by the Supreme National 

Security Council during these protests. These decisions included internet shutdowns 

and the deployment of security forces who massacred Iranian protestors by the tens 

of thousands.

At the same time, these measures are part of a broader strategy that includes 

diplomatic pressure and public reporting on human rights conditions. The inclusion 

of senior figures reflects the view that responsibility extends to those in leadership 

positions.

Reports1-1 from various sources have also described the use of deadly violence 

during these protests, leading to mass casualties and arrests. These events remain a 

major point of concern in discussions about governance in Iran.

Sanctions are one of the primary tools used by the U.S. government to respond to 

human rights concerns abroad. They aim to restrict financial access and signal 

international disapproval of certain policies.

Corruption Allegations and Power 
Networks
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Role in Suppression of Protests

Beyond human rights concerns, the Larijani family has been linked to allegations of 

corruption “. The material references cases involving land seizures, financial 

misconduct, and influence within Iran's political and judicial systems.



Footnotes
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Ali Larijani's career reflects key features of Iran's political system, including 

centralized control over media, murderous responses to dissent, and ongoing 

concerns about accountability. The record presented in the material highlights 

serious allegations tied to censorship, coercion, and murderous suppression of 

protest movements. These issues continue to shape how Iran is viewed 

internationally and how its leadership is assessed.
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Israel and Global Security

revention and Deradicalization Context

A recent incident in New York City has raised serious concerns about how foreign 

regimes and their sympathizers operate inside the United States. What began as a 

small vigil for Iran's former Supreme Leader quickly turned into a violent 

confrontation, drawing national attention. Beyond the immediate clash, investigators 

and analysts are now pointing to a broader network of activism tied to messaging 

that aligns with the Iranian regime. Understanding what happened and why it 

matters provides insight into both domestic security concerns and the global 

information battle involving Iran, Israel, and the United States.

1. Key Takeaways

2. What Happened in New York City

3. A Network Behind the Protest

4. Iran's Record on Dissent and Messaging

5. Anti-America Messaging and Its Broader Context

6. Why This Matters for the United States

7. Conclusion

8. Frequently Asked Questions

8.1. How does Iran influence activism in other countries?

8.2. What role does radicalization play in shaping protests?

8.3. Footnotes
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Key Takeaways
• A New York City vigil for Ali Khamenei turned violent111 when a counter­

protester was attacked



What Happened in New York City

A Network Behind the Protest

Iran's Record on Dissent and Messaging
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A Jewish rapper, Rami Even-Esh, known as Kosha Dillz, approached the vigil and 
121

removed a poster of Khamenei. Video footage shows that multiple individuals then 

tackled him, punching and kicking him while he was on the ground. He was left

bloodied, and police arrested both him and one of the attackers.

The incident did not occur in isolation. According to a report, the vigil and a related 

protest were organized and promoted by a network “ of activist groups with 

documented ties to Iranian state media.

To understand why this matters, it is important to look at how Iran treats dissent 

within its own borders. The Iranian government has a well-documented history of 

suppressing protests and controlling media narratives.

The attack drew attention not only because of the violence, but because of what the 

vigil represented. Khamenei led a regime widely criticized for mass murder, 

repression, including crackdowns on protests and restrictions on basic freedoms.

The groups involved reportedly include organizations^ that frame their activism 

around anti-U.S. and anti-lsrael themes. While political protest is protected speech in 

the United States, links to foreign propaganda efforts bring added scrutiny.

In early March, a small vigil took place in Washington Square Park in Manhattan to 

mourn Ali Khamenei, the former Supreme Leader of Iran, who was responsible " for 

the deaths of hundreds of Americans, tens of thousands of Iranians, and others. The 

gathering drew only a few dozen participants, many affiliated with activist groups, 

who chanted " "Death to America" and "Death to Israel". What followed quickly 

escalated into violence.

These connections are significant. Iranian state media has long been used as a tool 

to shape narratives both inside Iran and abroad. When messaging aligned with that 

system appears in Western protests, it raises questions about foreign malicious 

influence and coordination.
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• The victim, a Jewish rapper, was beaten " after removing a poster of the 

murderous and oppressive Iranian leader

• Reports link organizers of the protest to networks " connected with Iranian 

state media

• The incident highlights how anti-lsrael and anti-U.S. messaging can intersect 

with foreign influence

• Iran has a documented history" of targeting critics and shaping narratives 

abroad

• The event raises broader concerns about safety, misinformation, and foreign 

propaganda inside the U.S.



IS1

Why This Matters for the United States

Conclusion
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This pattern shows a government that not only controls internal narratives but also 

seeks to influence or silence voices internationally.

It also raises a broader question. When protests in the U.S. align with messaging 

from regimes that suppress their own citizens, it becomes important to examine who 

is influencing those messages and why.

The NYC vigil also reflects how anti-America messaging can intersect with support 

for the Iranian regime. Iran's leadership has long positioned itself as a central 

opponent of the U.S., often using strong rhetoric and backing groups hostile to it.

At the same time, Iran has been linked to efforts beyond its borders0. U.S. 

authorities have previously charged individuals tied to Iran's Revolutionary Guard in 

plots targeting dissidents in New York.

The NYC incident shows how quickly tensions can escalate when extremist 

viewpoints or propaganda-driven narratives enter public spaces. Violence against 

individuals, especially those expressing dissent, raises concerns about safety and civil 

discourse.

This absence highlights a key issue. Many protests that present themselves as 

political or humanitarian can, at times, amplify one-sided narratives that overlook the 

actions of regimes like Iran's.

The United States protects free speech, including protests and political expression. At 

the same time, there is growing concern about foreign governments shaping 

narratives within American society.

The violent incident at a New York City vigil for Ali Khamenei was more than a local 

confrontation. It revealed connections between activist networks and messaging tied 

to the Iranian regime, a government with a long record of mass murder, repressing 

dissent and controlling information.
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For example, Iranian rapper Toomaj Salehi was imprisoned and at one point 

sentenced to death after supporting protest movements critical of the regime. His 

case drew international attention and highlighted the risks faced by artists and 

activists inside Iran.

Anti-America Messaging and Its 
Broader Context

In this case, the absence of Iranian voices critical of the regime stood out. According 

to the rapper involved, he did not see representation of the regime's victims at the 

vigil.



Frequently Asked Questions

Common influence pathways include:

For readers, the next step is to look closely at sources of information, question the 

origins of political messaging, and recognize the difference between legitimate 

protest and narratives that echo authoritarian systems.

Radicalization can impact protests by shifting a gathering from issue-focused civic 

engagement toward extremist recruitment and control. While most protests are 

peaceful, a small number of organized actors may attempt to exploit public emotion, 

uncertainty, or anger to promote rigid "us-versus-them" narratives.

Current trends indicate common recruitment mechanisms include manipulating 

real grievances, spreading propaganda, and pressuring individuals to demonstrate 

loyalty through escalating behavior. This can manifest as harassment of bystanders, 

calls to intimidate opponents, or efforts to "own the space" and silence differing 

opinions.

Iran can exert influence abroad through a combination of official diplomacy, state- 

linked media, and relationships with aligned organizations and community networks. 

The aim is often to shape public discourse, cultivate sympathy for Iranian policy 

positions, or apply pressure on opponents...without appearing as direct state 

involvement.

What role does radicalization play in shaping 
protests?
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The attack on a counter-protester underscores the risks that can arise when political 

expression turns into physical aggression. It also highlights the need for awareness 

about how foreign influence can shape narratives inside the United States.

How does Iran influence activism in other 
countries?

To assess risk, look for practical signals:
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• Narrative shaping via state-backed outlets and social media amplification that 

frames events around resistance, injustice, or anti-Western themes.

• Support to aligned organizations, sometimes through funding, training, or 

coordination (often reported in general terms, but details can be difficult to 

verify).

• Proxy and partner messaging where affiliated groups promote shared talking 

points in local contexts.

• Soft-power engagement through cultural and religious institutions that build 

long-term trust and influence.

For prevention, focus on media literacy, transparent funding disclosures, and 

values-based civic education that strengthens moral resilience without stigmatizing 

communities.
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• Messaging that dehumanizes or glorifies harm.

• Coordinated efforts to provoke confrontation.

• Demands for obedience over evidence or accountability.

Prevention emphasizes moral resilience: establish clear nonviolence norms, verify 

claims before sharing, and maintain protest goals grounded in truth and shared 

values.
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Iran's missile attacks on the southern Israeli cities of Arad and Dimona brought the 

reality of modern warfare directly into residential neighborhoods. The strike injured 

nearly 100 civilians and caused widespread destruction to homes, streets, and daily 

life. This was not a remote battlefield; families were inside their houses late at night 

when the missiles hit, turning ordinary homes into scenes of chaos and emergency 

rescue. The scale of civilian devastation underscores the nature of the Iranian terror 

attack and raises urgent questions about the targeting decisions behind it.

1. Key Takeaways

2. Civilian Neighborhoods Turned Into Disaster Zones

3. Children and Families Among the Wounded

4. Emergency Response Under Pressure

5. A Pattern of Civilian Harm

6. Conclusion

6.1. Footnotes

Civilian Neighborhoods, with
Over 100 Injured
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Hospitals in the region moved quickly to handle the influx of wounded. Emergency 

rooms filled with civilians suffering from fractures, burns, and shock. Medical staff 

worked through the night to stabilize patients, many of whom had been evacuated 

directly from the rubble.

Many of those injured were inside their homes when the missile struck. Walls 

collapsed, windows shattered, and fires broke out in the aftermath. First responders 

described scenes where families had to be pulled from damaged structures, some 

disoriented and bleeding.

Among the injured1"1 were children and families caught in their homes during the 

nighttime strike. Medical teams reported treating minors, including those suffering 

from serious injuries caused by collapsing structures and flying debris.

This type of damage is consistent with direct hits in a populated area. It is not limited 

to a single building. The blast affects nearby homes, vehicles, and infrastructure, 

multiplying the number of casualties. Entire sections of a neighborhood were 

impacted within seconds.

[4]
The missile strikes hit residential areas of Arad and Dimona, quiet cities in southern 

Israel. Emergency responders arriving at the scenes found buildings damaged, cars 

destroyed, and debris scattered across streets. Paramedics treated over 100 people 

for injuries ranging from light wounds to serious trauma.

Children and Families Among the 
Wounded

Civilian Neighborhoods Turned Into 
Disaster Zones
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Key Takeaways
• Nearly 100 civilians111 were treated after direct missile strikes on Arad and 

Dimona

• Residential buildings sustained heavy damage, with families trapped inside
[2]

• Children were among the injured, some in serious condition

• Emergency crews responded to fires, debris, and collapsed structures
• The strike121 shows a clear pattern of attacks affecting civilian areas

• Officials view the attack as further evidence of Iran targeting population 

centers



Emergency Response Under Pressure

A Pattern of Civilian Harm

Conclusion
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Israel has consistently stated that protecting its civilian population is a primary 

obligation of the state. Attacks like this one strengthen that position and shape how 

the government responds militarily.

Rescue operations in these conditions are complex. Damaged buildings can collapse 

further, and fires can spread quickly through residential blocks. Crews must move 

carefully while still acting fast enough to reach survivors.

Paramedics set up triage areas to assess injuries and prioritize treatment. Some 

victims were treated at the scene, while others were transported to hospitals for 

surgery and advanced care. The speed of response helped prevent further loss of life, 

but the scale of the attack still left a large number of people injured.

Israel's emergency services, including Magen David Adorn and local fire crews, 

responded immediately after the strike. Teams worked to extinguish fires, search for 

trapped residents, and provide urgent medical care on-site.
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These are not isolated injuries. When a missile hits a residential area, the impact 

reaches every age group. Children, parents, and elderly residents are all exposed at 

once. The result is a wide range of injuries that stretch local medical systems within 

minutes.

The choice of timing, late at night when families are home, increases the likelihood 

of civilian casualties. The location, a residential neighborhood rather than a clearly 

defined military target, reinforces that conclusion.

The missile strikes on Arad and Dimona left over 100 civilians injured and caused 

serious damage to homes and neighborhoods. Families were caught in their houses 

as the attack unfolded, leading to scenes of destruction and urgent rescue efforts. 

Children were among the wounded, and hospitals were pushed to handle a sudden 

wave of casualties.

The strikes fit into a broader pattern seen in recent attacks, where civilian areas have 

been directly affected. This reflects a deliberate strategy rather than accidental 

damage.
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These events highlight the human cost of the conflict in clear terms. It shows what 

happens when missiles land in civilian areas and why these attacks carry 

consequences beyond the immediate damage. The situation now moves forward 

with heightened tension, as Israel weighs its next steps while continuing to focus on 

defending its population from further strikes.
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Coverage of the conflict in Gaza often reaches global audiences within minutes, 

shaping public opinion and policy debates in real time. In recent years, many reports 

have relied heavily on terrorist organizations for casualty figures and descriptions of 

events. This has raised growing concerns about accuracy and verification. A recent 

investigation into individuals linked to Palestinian Islamic Jihad highlights a broader 

issue: how easily terrorist groups can influence narratives when their claims are 

accepted without sufficient scrutiny.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Case That Sparked Renewed Attention

3. How Casualty Reporting Works in Gaza

4. The Role of Media Amplification

5. A Broader Pattern Over Time

6. Why Accuracy Matters
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How Casualty Reporting Works in Gaza
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When these individuals are reported solely as civilians, it will lead to an incomplete 

or misleading picture of events on the ground.

[4]
A recent report highlighted individuals in Gaza who were publicly identified as 

journalists, medical workers, or legal professionals, but who were also linked to 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad. These findings raised questions about how such individuals 

are presented in international media coverage.

In conflict zones like Gaza, terrorist groups such as Hamas and Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad maintain significant control over public life. This includes influence over 

institutions, professional roles, and access to information. As a result, individuals may 

hold dual roles, functioning both as civilians and as members or affiliates of armed 

groups.

One of the most widely cited sources for casualty figures in Gaza is the territory's 

health ministry. This body operates under the authority of Hamas, which has 

governed Gaza since 2007.

The Case That Sparked Renewed 
Attention

International media organizations often rely on these figures. This creates a 

structural challenge. When the primary source of information is connected to a 
governing authority that is also a party to the conflict, the risk of inaccuracy1"1 

increases.
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Key Takeaways
• Gaza-based sources^1 presented as civilians have documented ties to militant 

groups

• Media outlets often rely on local reporting networks that may not be 

independent

• Casualty figures from Gaza frequently originate from institutions linked to 

Hamas
[2]

• Misidentification of combatants as civilians can distort public understanding

• The issue reflects a wider challenge in conflict reporting, not a single case
• Hamas has admitted ["] that the more civilian deaths there are, the better for 

their goals

• Careful verification is necessary when reporting from areas controlled by armed 

groups
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This pattern points to a recurring problem. In environments where armed groups are 

deeply embedded in civilian areas, distinguishing between civilian and combatant 

roles becomes more complex. Without careful verification, reporting can 

unintentionally reflect the messaging of those groups.

Accurate reporting is critical in any conflict, especially one as closely watched as 

Israel's conflict with Gaza-based groups. Public opinion, diplomatic decisions, and 

international responses are all influenced by how events are described.

In the case highlighted by the recent report, individuals described in civilian roles 

were later linked to militant activity. By the time this information became known, 

earlier portrayals had already shaped public perception.

Analysts and researchers have documented cases where individuals initially reported 

as non-combatants were later identified as members of militant organizations. In 

some instances, militant groups themselves have later acknowledged these 

affiliations.

When casualty numbers or personal profiles are published without full verification, 

they can become widely accepted before additional context emerges. This effect is 

amplified by social media, where images and narratives circulate rapidly and are 

often detached from their original sources.

This issue is not limited to a single report or conflict. Over the past several years, 

similar concerns have been raised following multiple rounds of fighting between 

Israel and Gaza-based terror groups.
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Past conflicts have shown discrepancies between initial reports and later findings, 

particularly regarding the classification of combatants versus civilians. These 

distinctions are not minor. They shape how the conflict is understood by global 

audiences.

Modern media operates at high speed. Breaking news spreads quickly across 

television, websites, and social media platforms. In this environment, initial reports 

often receive the most attention, even if later corrections are issued.



Conclusion

Footnotes
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Understanding this challenge does not require dismissing all reporting from Gaza. It 

does require a more careful approach, one that considers who is providing 

information and under what conditions. For readers and policymakers alike, the next 

step is to seek multiple sources, look for confirmed details, and remain aware of how 

information flows in conflict zones.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/23/2026 4:39:10 PM 
When information is incomplete or misleading, it can affect how responsibility is 

assigned and how actions are judged. This has real consequences for policy and for 

the broader understanding of the conflict.

For audiences, recognizing the limitations of reporting from restricted environments 

is an important step. Not all information is equally reliable, and the source of a claim 

matters as much as the claim itself.

The recent findings about individuals linked to Palestinian Islamic Jihad highlight a 

wider issue in Gaza reporting. In a setting where terrorist groups hold significant 

control, information often comes from sources that are not fully independent. When 

these sources are accepted without verification, it can lead to distorted narratives.
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Israel and Global Security

revention and Deradicalization Context

Ali Larijani was one of the most influential figures in the Islamic Republic of Iran for 

decades, holding positions that placed him at the center of state repression, mass 

murder, and political decision-making. His career reflects how power operates inside 

Iran's ruling system, where control over information, internal dissent, and public 

expression plays a central devastating role. His assassination " on March 17, has 

drawn attention to his legacy and the bloody policies he helped carry out. To 

understand the significance of the terror he led, at home and abroad, it is necessary 

to examine the documented actions associated with his time in power.

1. Key Takeaways

2. A Career at the Center of Power

3. Allegations of Media Abuse and Forced Confessions

4. Role in Suppression of Protests

5. Sanctions and International Response
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Key Takeaways
121

• Ali Larijani held senior roles in Iran's government, where he was involved in 

murder, terror and repression
• Reports1-1 link him to terror, media censorship, forced confessions, and 

suppression of dissent



A Career at the Center of Power
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These practices have been widely criticized by international observers. Forced 

confessions undermine legal standards and raise questions about the legitimacy of 

the judicial system.

During his tenure at state broadcasting from 1993 to 2004, Iran's media environment 

was tightly controlled. Independent journalism faced restrictions, and state narratives 

dominated television and radio. According to the material provided, Larijani was 

involved in approving programming that targeted opposition and critics of the 

regime.

This period is widely understood as one in which Iran's leadership worked to 

consolidate absolute control over public discourse. State media was not simply 

informational. It was used as a tool to reinforce political authority and limit 

opposition voices.

Another example cited involves political activist Ali Afshari, who later stated that 

statements attributed to him on television were made under pressure and did not 

reflect his own words.

The file describes cases in which individuals such as Ezzatollah Sahabi and Ali Akbar 

Saidi Sirjani appeared in broadcasts after reportedly being subjected to physical and 

psychological coercion. These broadcasts were presented as evidence against critics, 

shaping public perception while raising serious concerns about due process and 

human rights.

Ali Larijani served in multiple high-ranking roles0, including head of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran Broadcasting and later as a senior figure in the Supreme National 

Security Council. These positions gave him authority over both public messaging and 

internal security coordination. His influence extended across decades, shaping how 

the Iranian government communicated with its citizens and responded to internal 

challenges.

Allegations of Media Abuse and Forced 
Confessions
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• Iran's state media under his leadership broadcast coerced statements from 

detainees
[4]

• He was identified in connection with deadly responses to protests and 

internet shutdowns

• U.S. sanctions - targeted Larijani for his role in repression inside Iran

• His career reflects" broader patterns of corruption within Iran's governing 

system

One of the most serious accusations tied to Larijani's time at IRIB involves the 
[gj

broadcast of forced confessions Human rights organizations have long 

documented the use of televised confessions in Iran, where detainees appear on 

state media admitting to crimes or political wrongdoing under pressure.



Sanctions and International Response
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The United States has imposed sanctions on individuals and entities connected to 

repression inside Iran. The file notes that Larijani was identified among those 

associated with such actions.

These claims point to a broader issue within Iran's governance structure, where 

political power and economic interests often overlap. Critics argue that such patterns 

weaken accountability and limit transparency.

While specific allegations vary in detail and verification, the consistent theme is the 

concentration of authority among a small group of interconnected figures.

Internet shutdowns have been used by Iranian authorities to limit communication 

among protesters and restrict the flow of information to the outside world. This 

tactic has drawn criticism from governments and human rights groups, who argue 

that it isolates citizens and conceals state actions.

Iran has experienced repeated waves of protests over economic conditions, political 

restrictions, and social issues. The period from late 2025 into early 2026 saw 

significant unrest, with demonstrators massacred " on the streets, at schools and in 

hospitals.

Larijani was identified1-1 as a participant in decisions made by the Supreme National 

Security Council during these protests. These decisions included internet shutdowns 

and the deployment of security forces who massacred Iranian protestors by the tens 

of thousands.

At the same time, these measures are part of a broader strategy that includes 

diplomatic pressure and public reporting on human rights conditions. The inclusion 

of senior figures reflects the view that responsibility extends to those in leadership 

positions.

Reports1-1 from various sources have also described the use of deadly violence 

during these protests, leading to mass casualties and arrests. These events remain a 

major point of concern in discussions about governance in Iran.

Sanctions are one of the primary tools used by the U.S. government to respond to 

human rights concerns abroad. They aim to restrict financial access and signal 

international disapproval of certain policies.

Corruption Allegations and Power 
Networks
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Role in Suppression of Protests

Beyond human rights concerns, the Larijani family has been linked to allegations of 

corruption “. The material references cases involving land seizures, financial 

misconduct, and influence within Iran's political and judicial systems.
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Ali Larijani's career reflects key features of Iran's political system, including 

centralized control over media, murderous responses to dissent, and ongoing 

concerns about accountability. The record presented in the material highlights 

serious allegations tied to censorship, coercion, and murderous suppression of 

protest movements. These issues continue to shape how Iran is viewed 

internationally and how its leadership is assessed.
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