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The Palestinian cause has often drawn sympathy across the Arab world. Yet the 

record of major Palestinian leaders and factions shows a repeated habit of siding 

with forces that brought ruin to Arab states, Arab civilians, and regional stability. That 

pattern can be traced from Yasser Arafat's alignment with Saddam Hussein after Iraq 

invaded Kuwait, to Palestinian ties with Bashar al Assad after years of mass killing in 

Syria, and now to open political solidarity from Palestinian factions toward Iran 

during the current war.That choice looks even more striking because Iran has 

attacked Gulf states and threatened their energy and water infrastructure during 

Operation Epic Fury.
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Key Takeaways

Saddam Hussein and the Gulf War

Assad and the Syrian Bloodshed
The next case was Syria. Hamas broke with Assad in 2012 after the uprising began, 

[2] 
yet by October 2022 its leaders were back in Damascus, publicly meeting " Assad 

and saying they wanted to "turn the page." The Palestinian Authority and Fatah had 

already been moving to rebuild formal ties with Damascus as Arab governments 

reassessed their own contacts with Syria.

That decision carried a heavy cost. Kuwait responded after liberation by pushing out 

much of its Palestinian population. Contemporary accounts and later reference works 

put the prewar Palestinian population in Kuwait at roughly 350,000, with more than 

200,000 to 280,000 leaving or being expelled in the aftermath. Mahmoud Abbas later 

issued an official apology to Kuwait for the PLO's stand. The lesson was plain: 

Palestinian leaders had tied themselves to the aggressor, not the Arab state that had 

been invaded.

The first major example came during the Gulf crisis of 1990 and 1991. Iraq invaded 

Kuwait on August 2, 1990, setting off the war that ended with a U.S.-led coalition

driving Saddam Hussein's forces out. During that crisis, the PLO under Yasser Arafat 
14J 

was widely seen across the Gulf as backing Saddam rather than standing with 

Kuwait.

• The PLO's support for Saddam Hussein after Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

damaged Palestinian ties with the Gulf and helped trigger a mass Palestinian 
exodus from Kuwaittl].

[2]
• Palestinian leaders later rebuilt relations with Bashar al Assad even after his 

regime's mass violence in Syria.
• Palestinian factions again signaled support [“! for Iran even as Tehran attacked 

Gulf states, threatened regional infrastructure, and tied itself more tightly to 

Hezbollah and other proxies.

• Since Operation Epic Fury began on February 28, Iran has attacked countries 

hosting U.S. forces and warned Gulf states that their energy and water facilities 

could be hit.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/26/2026 10:10:05 PM
6.1. Footnotes

That return mattered because Assad's regime had by then become identified across 

the region with mass repression, destruction, and dependence on Iran. Rebuilding 

those ties sent a message that political convenience mattered more than the 
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March 2026 and Operation Epic Fury

A Growing Arab Reassessment

Conclusion
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The experience of repeated conflicts has led to a broader shift. Arab states are 

increasingly prioritizing partnerships based on shared security interests and proven 

reliability. This shift has been visible in growing cooperation with Israel, especially 

since normalization agreements in recent years.

The record from the Gulf War to Syria and now to Operation Epic Fury shows a 

consistent pattern in Palestinian leadership decisions. Time after time, alliances have 

been formed with regimes that bring death, instability and conflict to the region.

At the same time, frustration has grown toward actors that align with Iran despite its 

actions against Arab countries.

This pattern has not gone unnoticed. Voices in the Gulf, including senior officials, 

have begun to speak more openly about the need to reassess alliances.
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suffering of Syrians. For many Arabs, that looked like another case in which 

Palestinian leaders placed themselves next to the wrong camp at the wrong time.

Even in that setting, Palestinian factions signaled political alignment with Tehran. 

Palestinian armed groups issued statements mourning Iran's slain leadership after 

the opening strikes of the war. Other Palestinian factions publicly reaffirmed support 

for Iran on Quds Day in March. Hamas did issue a call for Iran to halt attacks on 

neighboring Gulf states, yet at the same time it backed what it called Tehran's right 

to defend itself against Israel and the United States. That is not neutrality. It is a 

political choice to stay in Iran's camp even when fellow Arabs are under threat.

That pattern has now repeated itself during the current war. Operation Epic Fury 

began on February 28, as a joint U.S.-Israeli campaign against Iran's military 

infrastructure, with Israel using the name Operation Roaring Lion for its side of the 

war. Since the start of that campaign, Iran has attacked states that host U.S. bases, 

fired drones at bases in the UAE and Kuwait, threatened Gulf energy and water 

facilities, and used pressure around the Strait of Hormuz as a weapon. Reuters 

reported on March 25 that Iran had attacked countries hosting U.S. bases since the 

start of Epic Fury, and on March 22 and March 21 that Tehran threatened Gulf 

infrastructure and fired drones at bases in the UAE and Kuwait.
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For many in the Arab world, this moment is prompting a reassessment of long-held 

assumptions. Alliances are being judged not by rhetoric, but by actions. The choices 

made now will shape regional relationships for years to come.
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This pattern is once again visible as Iran threatens Gulf states while Palestinian 

factions maintain political alignment with Tehran. Meanwhile, the United States and 

Israel are actively involved in countering those threats.
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President Trump has made clear in recent statements1’1 that the United States is open 

to resolving tensions through diplomacy rather than prolonged conflict. This position 

reflects a broader American interest in avoiding unending military engagements 

while still protecting national security and allies.

As tensions continue to rise in the Middle East, a clear divide has emerged between 

the United States and Iran on the question of diplomacy. President Donald Trump 

has signaled interest in reducing hostilities and pursuing a diplomatic path forward. 

At the same time, Iranian leadership and state-aligned messaging indicate a very 

different objective, one focused on continuing confrontation and trying to humiliate 

the United States. This contrast highlights a deeper issue that has defined U.S.-lran 

relations for years, where efforts at negotiation are often met with escalation and 

violence from Tehran.

This material is dRtttbtitddMf by)cldliUeFARA<>RhgUfKttiDl3tIlllliff  Isdil3.2Ali2i0i26 iittljilllicClSisBMlable at the Department of 
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Iran Rejects Diplomacy as the 
U.S. Calls for Negotiations

U.S. Signals a Willingness to De- 
Escalate
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Key Takeaways
111

• President Trump has indicated openness to a diplomatic solution with Iran

• Iranian officials and media signals show continued commitment to 
confrontation121

• Iranian messaging frames conflict with the U.S. as a matter of national pride

and resistance
131

• Public rhetoric from Iran suggests an intent to embarrass or weaken the

United States

• The situation reinforces Israeli warnings about Iran's long-term strategic goals
141

• The gap between U.S. diplomacy and Iranian actions complicates efforts to 

reduce tensions
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Israel has consistently warned that Iran's leadership uses both rhetoric and action to 

advance a broader agenda. This includes not only military capabilities but also 

messaging designed to shape perceptions and influence behavior across the region.

This strategy serves multiple purposes. Internally, it reinforces the regime's narrative 

of resistance. Externally, it signals to regional actors that Iran is willing to challenge 

the United States and its allies.

[21
Recent reporting indicates that Iranian leadership and affiliated media outlets are

not responding to these diplomatic signals with restraint. Instead, their messaging 

emphasizes aggression and confrontation.

From a policy standpoint, this reflects continuity with past efforts to bring Iran to the 

table. The goal remains to limit Iran's threatening activities, like its nuclear weapons 

and ballistic missile programs, while avoiding unnecessary escalation.

The contrast between U.S. and Iranian positions suggests that Tehran may see value 

in prolonging tensions rather than resolving them quickly. By continuing the conflict, 

Iran can attempt to project strength both domestically and internationally.

This rhetoric is not new, but it has intensified in the current environment. It reflects a 

long-standing ideological position within Iran's leadership that prioritizes defiance 

against the United States.

Iranian narratives present the conflict as a test of strength, with a focus on standing

up to the United States. In this framing, backing down or engaging in compromise is 
[3] 

portrayed as weakness. Some messaging even suggests that humiliating the United

States is an objective in itself, not just a byproduct of conflict.

A Strategy of Escalation Over 
Negotiation

Iran's Messaging Points in the Opposite 
Direction
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For the United States, this may lead to a reassessment of how to balance diplomacy 

with deterrence. It also reinforces the importance of coordination with allies, 
{61

particularly Israel , which faces direct threats from Iran-backed groups.

The contrast between President Trump's diplomatic outreach and Iran's 

confrontational messaging highlights a central challenge in dealing with Tehran. 

While the United States seeks a path to reduce tensions, Iran appears intent on 

continuing the conflict and using it to project strength while trying to humiliate the 

American president.

The available evidence suggests that Iran is currently more focused on confrontation 

than compromise. That reality shapes how policymakers must approach the situation 

moving forward.

This dynamic reinforces long-standing concerns raised by both the United States and 

Israel about Iran's intentions. Moving forward, a combination of clear deterrence, 

strong alliances, and realistic expectations about Iran's behavior will be necessary. 

The path to stability will depend not only on diplomatic efforts but also on how Iran 

chooses to respond.

The current moment reflects a familiar pattern in U.S.-lran relations, but with higher 

stakes. Iran's growing military capab ilities and willingness to challenge the United 

States increase the risks associated with miscalculation.

European and Gulf countries, already dealing with other security challenges, are also 

watching closely. Iran's actions and rhetoric affect not only the Middle East but also 

broader international stability.

At the same time, the U.S. effort to pursue diplomacy shows a desire to avoid further 

escalation. The success of that effort depends heavily on whether Iran is willing to 

engage in good faith.

Get Involved

(https.//p^ao^ntcjr^ween j $ diplomatic outreach and Iran's confrontational stance creates 

a difficult policy environment. Efforts to reduce tensions require some level of mutual 

interest in negotiation. When one side signals openness and the other signals 

defiance, progress becomes much harder.
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Recent statements from senior UAE official Dhahi Khalfan Tamim point to a deeper 

shift underway in the Arab Gulf. His remarks, published publicly on X, reflect 

frustration not only with Iran's missile attacks on his and other neighboring Arab 

countries, but with the broader regional response. At the center of this issue is a 

growing perception that traditional Arab institutions have failed to respond 

decisively to Iranian aggression, while the United States and Israel have played a 

more direct role in supporting Gulf security. These developments are fueling what 

some analysts describe as a reassessment among Gulf states about who their reliable 

partners truly are.

Towards Israel: Rethinking
Alliances After Iran's Missile

This material is dlsfi’ihutecCby J Aft© iiWrAQidi^iiaMilable at the Department of

Justice, Washington, DC.
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Key Takeaways
111

• Iranian missile threats have targeted Gulf states, raising urgent security 

concerns

• The Arab League has not taken strong, unified action against these attacks

• The United States and Israel have provided tangible military and strategic 

support to Gulf countries

• Statements (https://x.com/Dhahi Khalfan/status/2036515710260879838)by

Dhahi Khalfan Tamim reflect rising frustration within Gulf leadership 
El

• Calls for deeper cooperation with Israel signal a broader regional shift in 

alliances
131

• Some Gulf voices now question the relevance of traditional Arab political 

frameworks
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Silence from the Arab League

The key issue raised by Gulf officials is not only the attacks themselves but the lack 

of a unified Arab response condemning or countering Iran's actions.

According to Tamim's statements, this lack of unity has become increasingly visible 

during times of crisis. He openly criticized the organization for failing to show what 

he described as "true Arab solidarity," particularly when Gulf countries face external 

threats.

In contrast, Tamim highlighted (https://x.com/Dhahi Khalfanlthe role of the United 

States and Israel as key security partners. The United States has long maintained a 

military presence in the Gulf and provides advanced defense systems, intelligence 

sharing, and strategic coordination.

The Arab League was established to promote cooperation and collective defense 

among Arab states. In practice, however, divisions among member states have often 
limited its effectiveness1’1.

These attacks have targeted civilian infrastructure1’1, energy facilities, and population 

centers. Gulf governments view these actions as direct threats to their sovereignty 

and economic stability. In response, they have invested heavily in missile defense 

systems and security partnerships with Western nations.

Iran's regional strategy has long included the use of proxy forces and missile
141

capabilities to project power across the Middle East. Gulf countries such as Saudi

Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have faced repeated missile and drone threats, 

often linked to Iranian-backed groups.

Israel, increasingly, has also emerged as a partner. Since the Abraham Accords, 

cooperation between Israel and several Arab states has expanded in areas such as 

defense technology and intelligence.
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His remarks go further, suggesting that continued membership in the Arab League 

may no longer serve the interests of Gulf states. He even proposed the idea of 

withdrawal and the creation of a new regional framework that better reflects current 

political realities.

Support from the United States and 
Israel



Get Involved

A Public Call for Strategic Realignment

An "Arab Reawakening"?

Conclusion

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/26/2026 10:10:15 PM

Tamim's comments stand out because of their direct tone and policy implications. He 

called for:

Tamim's remarks also suggest a broader shift in perception among Gulf populations 

and leadership. He argued that recent conflicts have revealed a gap between 

expectations of solidarity and actual behavior from some Arab states.

The statements by Dhahi Khalfan Tamim reflect more than personal opinion. They 

highlight a shift taking place within parts of the Arab world, especially in the Gulf, 

where leaders are rethinking long-held assumptions about alliances and regional 

cooperation.

• Official designation of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps as a terrorist 

organization worldwide

• Political and economic boycotts of Iran if its current regime remains in power

• Stronger partnerships with Israel and Western countries

• The creation of a new regional bloc that includes Gulf states, Jordan, and 

Morocco

These proposals reflect a view that traditional alliances based solely on Arab identity 

are no longer sufficient. Instead, security, economic strength, and technological 

capability are becoming the primary criteria for partnership.

He contrasted the response of Western allies with what he described as indifference 

or even hostility from certain regional actors. This sentiment feeds into a growing 

narrative that alliances should be based on shared interests and actions, not just 

shared identity.
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This reassessment has been visible in recent years through expanded ties between 

Israel and Arab states, particularly in the Gulf. Security cooperation, trade, and 

diplomatic engagement have all increased since normalization agreements were 

signed.
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Looking ahead, Gulf states may continue to deepen ties with countries that 

demonstrate tangible support in times of crisis. For observers, this shift signals a 

changing Middle East where alliances are shaped less by tradition and more by 

shared strategic interests and proven reliability.
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Israel's northern border has remained one of the most volatile front lines in the 

Middle East, and recent developments have only reinforced the urgency of the 

situation. Since October 8, 2023, when Iran's proxy in Lebanon, Hezbollah started 

attacking, Israeli civilians have faced sustained threats from rockets, drones, and 

cross-border strikes. A ceasefire agreement that followed more than a year of 

fighting was meant to resolve this danger by requiring Hezbollah's dismantlement in 

southern Lebanon. That commitment was never fulfilled by the Lebanese

government. As Hezbollah attacks resumed during the broader regional war 

involving Iran, Israel has acted to secure its citizens by pushing the terrorist 

organization away from its border, particularly beyond the Litani River.
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The Events Since October 2023

£

During March, the situation deteriorated further. Following the outbreak of direct 

conflict involving Iran, unprovoked, Hezbollah once again launched attacks into 

Israel from southern Lebanon. These actions confirmed that the ceasefire terms had 

not been enforced and that the threat remained active.

That did not happen. Hezbollah maintained its positions, continued to build its 

capabilities, and remained embedded in civilian areas near the border. This failure 

left Israel's northern communities exposed even after the ceasefire.

Over the following year, the situation escalated into sustained exchanges of fire. A 
ceasefire "1 was eventually reached with clear conditions. Lebanon was required to 

dismantle Hezbollah's military infrastructure in southern Lebanon and prevent its 

fighters from operating near Israel's border.

On October 8, 2023, unprovoked, the terrorist organization Hezbollah13 began 

launching attacks from Lebanon into northern Israel, opening a second front 

alongside Hamas in Gaza a day after the massacre of October 7. These attacks forced 

tens of thousands of Israeli civilians to evacuate their homes, particularly in border 

towns that came under regular fire.

Hezbollah continued to operate13 close to the border, using villages and terrain 

south of the Litani River as staging grounds for attacks. This area provides a direct 

line of fire into Israeli communities, making it a critical security concern. 
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Renewed Attacks and Escalation in
2026

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/26/2026 10:10:34 PM

Takeaways
SUPPORT NETWORK

Poxy of Iran, HezbollaW^^gWW^W^rist orgartliWdfVT^pdhytbl^G/suppoRT- 
' i , , . , , . NETWORK/)

i —forjt™ deaths of hundreds of Americans
(httpsy^u^tteflbl^ld^pitiated attacks against Israel on October 8, 2023, and again

durinq the Iran conflict
HOME INTERNATIONAL LAW'S ACCOUNTABILITY JUSTICE AND WESTERN VALUES DOCUMENTATION & EVIDENCE US AND ISRAEL LEGAL PARTNERSHIP

• A ceasefire " required Hezbollaljj^^qy^from southern Lebanon, but

Lebanon failed to act

• Hezbollah continues operating near Israeli communities, posing an immediate

threat

• Israel has taken limited, temporary control of key areas to neutralize threats
[4]

• The objective is to push Hezbollah north of the Litani River, consistent with

prior agreements

• Israel's actions are defensive, not territorial, and aimed at protecting civilians
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By removing Hezbollah's ability to operate close to the border, Israel aims to restore 

security and allow displaced residents to return home. This is a basic responsibility of 

any government.

That requirement was designed to create a buffer zone between Hezbollah forces 

and Israeli civilians. When Hezbollah operates south of the Litani, it can launch short 

range attacks with minimal warning time. Moving those forces north increases the 

distance and reduces the immediate danger.

This strategy has been acknowledged by Israeli leadership for years. Iran uses 

Hezbollah as a forward position, allowing it to threaten Israel without direct 

confrontation. The events of 2023 through 2026 have reinforced that assessment.

The temporary seizure of territory used for attacks reflects this goal. It is a tactical 

measure designed to neutralize threats that Lebanon failed to address.

Israel's actions in southern Lebanon are rooted in the need to protect its population. 

Northern communities have endured repeated attacks, forcing evacuations and 

disrupting daily life for extended periods.

Israeli defense officials have emphasized that pushing Hezbollah behind the Litani 

River is not a new demand. It is the enforcement of an existing international 

framework that Lebanon agreed to but did not implement.

Protecting Israeli Civilians and 
Sovereignty

Hezbollah as a Continuing Threat
[9]

Hezbollah remains one of the most heavily armed non-state actors in the world, 

with tens of thousands of rockets and advanced weapon systems supplied largely by 

Iran. Its presence along Israel's northern border is not defensive. It is part of a 

broader Iranian strategy to attack Israel from multiple directions.

s^f^'eFTM3^ wgfeneec^iffiW §WFfty FhRTNERSHIP
southern Lebanon. Under United Nations ^ecurily Council Resolution 1701

Hezbollah was required to withdraw north of the river after the 2006 war.

^^ff^IMftortance of the Litani River

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/26/2026 10:10:34 PM
Is . onded by targeting these positions and, in some cases, taking temporary
cc Biof I areas used to launch attacks. These operations are focused on removing

SUPPORT NETWORK 
in<g£* threats rather than^gt^W^bip^^g-ier^ontrol. (https://justorium.org/support-

NETWORK/)



HOME

Responsibility for the Current Situation

Conclusion

Footnotes

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/26/2026 10:10:34 PM

The responsibility for the escalation lies with Lebanon and the Iranian-backed groups 

operating within its territory. Lebanon initiated hostilities in October 2023 and failed 

to meet the conditions of the ceasefire that followed.

Israel's response is limited, defensive, and focused on restoring security. It does not 

seek permanent control of Lebanese territory but aims to enforce a long-standing 

requirement that Hezbollah withdraw from the border area. Moving forward, 

ensuring that these conditions are upheld will be key to preventing further violence 

and allowing stability to return to the region.

Hezbollah's continued presence and renewed attacks this year made further conflict 

unavoidable. Israel's actions are a response to these realities, not the cause of them.

Under international law, states have the right to act in self-defense when faced with 

ongoing attacks. Israel's response fits within this framework, given the repeated 

violations and continued aggression from Hezbollah.

The push to move Hezbollah behind the Litani River is a necessary step to secure 

Israel's northern border and protect millions of its citizens. Hezbollah's decision to 

initiate conflict and its failure to disarm created the conditions for the current 

situation. Recent renewed attacks have confirmed that the threat remains active.

1. https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations

(https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations) M

2. https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/hezbollahs-use-of-force-during-the-current-

fighting-against-israel/ (https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/hezbollahs-use-of-

force-during-the-current-fighting-against-israel/) M
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Israel and Global Security

revention and Deradicalization Context

A growing wave of antisemitic attacks across Europe and beyond is raising serious 

alarm among security officials and policymakers. Recent reporting shows that a 

shadowy group tied to Iranian networks has not only claimed responsibility for 

violent attacks on Jewish communities, but has also openly threatened U.S. interests 

worldwide. These developments point to a broader strategy that extends far beyond 

the Middle East. For the United States and Israel, the issue is no longer limited to 

regional conflict but reflects a global campaign of intimidation and violence.
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Key Takeaways
• A group linked to Iranian-backed networks111 has claimed antisemitic attacks 

across Europe
[2]

• The group has explicitly threatened " U.S. interests and Americans worldwide

• Jewish communities, synagogues, and institutions have been targeted " in 

multiple countries



14]

A Coordinated Wave of Attacks

Links to Iranian Networks
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Analysts note similarities between this group and established Iranian proxies such as 

Hezbollah. These include messaging, symbolism, and operational methods.

Similar incidents have taken place in countries including Belgium, the Netherlands, 

and Greece. These attacks have included arson, attempted bombings, and threats 

against Jewish schools and synagogues.

According to reporting1"1, the group behind these attacks has issued a clear warning. 

It stated that it intends to target "U.S. and Israeli interests worldwide."

Across Europe, a series of attacks1’1 has targeted Jewish communities and 

institutions. In London, ambulances belonging to a Jewish volunteer service were set 

on fire outside a synagogue, causing explosions and damage to nearby buildings.

This type of messaging reflects a broader pattern seen in Iran-aligned groups. These 

organizations often frame their actions as part of a wider conflict against both Israel 

and the United States.

Security experts and intelligence agencies have identified signs that the group 

responsible for these attacks is connected to Iranian-backed networks The 

organization, known as Harakat Ashab al-Yamin al-lslamia, emerged recently and has 

already claimed multiple incidents targeting Jewish and Western-linked sites.

European and Israeli intelligence assessments suggest that the group may function 

as part of a broader Iranian strategy. This strategy involves using proxy organizations 

to carry out actions that advance Iran's goals while maintaining some distance from 

direct responsibility.

This statement expands the scope of the threat beyond Europe. It signals intent to 

strike not only Jewish communities but also American personnel, facilities, and allies 

across different regions.

Direct Threats Against the United 
States and Israel

Authorities and analysts believe these incidents are not isolated. Instead, they appear 

to be part of a coordinated campaign designed to intimidate Jewish populations and 

create fear across multiple countries.
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• Intelligence analysts believe these actions" are tied to Iran's broader strategy

• The attacks are designed to spread fear and project power beyond the Middle 

East

• The situation reinforces long-standing warnings from Israel about Iran's global 

reach



Why This Matters Now

Conclusion
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The pattern of attacks and threats points to a deliberate strategy. By targeting Jewish 

communities in Europe and threatening U.S. and Israeli interests globally, Iran-linked 

actors can project influence far beyond their borders.

At the same time, the broader implications affect national security for the United 

States and its allies. Threats against American interests overseas require increased 

vigilance and coordination among intelligence and law enforcement agencies.

European governments have already begun increasing security around Jewish sites. 

NATO and allied partners continue to monitor the situation closely, given the 

potential for escalation.

These actions serve several purposes. They spread fear among civilian populations, 

test security responses in different countries, and send a message that no location is 

beyond reach.

The immediate impact of these attacks is felt by Jewish communities, which face 

increased security risks and heightened anxiety. Synagogues, schools, and 

community organizations are now operating under greater protection in many 

countries.

This development comes at a time of heightened tensions involving Iran, Israel, and 

the United States. The expansion of threats beyond the Middle East raises the stakes 

and complicates efforts to manage the conflict.

The fact that a group has openly declared its intention to target Americans and 

Israelis worldwide marks a significant escalation in rhetoric and potential action. It 

suggests that the conflict is entering a new phase, where global reach is part of the 

strategy.

Israeli officials have long warned that Iran's activities are not confined to the Middle 

East. This wave of incidents supports that view, showing that Iranian influence can 

appear in cities across Europe and potentially beyond.

The recent wave of antisemitic attacks and global threats linked to Iranian-backed 

networks highlights a serious and evolving challenge. These actions are not limited 

to one region or one type of target. They affect Jews, Americans, and Europeans 

across multiple countries.

Impact on Jewish Communities and 
Western Security
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A Strategy of Global Intimidation
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For the United States and Israel, this reinforces long-standing concerns about Iran's 

global ambitions. Moving forward, strong cooperation between allies, increased 

security measures, and clear deterrence will be necessary to address the risks posed 

by these developments.
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Iran’s use of public executions has once again drawn international attention, following 

the hanging of three young men, including a teenage athlete. The case highlights long­

standing concerns about Iran’s human rights and judicial system, particularly the use 

of torture, forced confessions, and trials that fail to meet basic legal standards. These 

practices are not isolated incidents but part of a broader pattern used by the regime to 

silence dissent and maintain control. For audiences in the United States and allied 

countries, this issue connects directly to wider concerns about Iran’s behavior both at 

home and abroad.

Iran’s Return to Public Executions 
Signals Ongoing Human Rights Abuses

X
A 
X



What Happened in Qom

J
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According to official sources, the men were accused of involvement in the killing of two 

police officers and of carrying out actions in support of Israel and the United States. 

These accusations are often used by Iranian authorities in politically sensitive cases 

especially during periods of unrest.

Human rights organizations and legal monitors have raised serious concerns about 

how these convictions were obtained. Reports indicate that the three men were 
[5]

subjected to torture and pressured into confessing. Amnesty International stated that 

Mohammadi was denied adequate legal defense and forced to make confessions 

during fast-tracked proceedings that did not resemble a meaningful trial.

In March, Iranian authorities carried out the public hanging111 of three men in the city of 

Qom, located south of Tehran. The individuals included Saleh Mohammadi, a 19-year- 

old member of Iran’s national wrestling team, along with Mehdi Ghasemi and Saeed 

Davoudi. They were convicted of “moharebeh,” which translates to waging war against 

God, a capital offense under Iran’s interpretation of Islamic Sharia law.

[6]
Additional reporting from Norway-based Iran Human Rights found that the sentences 

were based on confessions obtained under torture. The group noted that Mohammadi 

had just turned 19, adding to the concern about the treatment of young detainees.

Allegations of Torture and Forced 
Confessions
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Key Takeaways
• Iran publicly executed[1] three men, including a teenage wrestling champion.

[2]
• The men were convicted of “waging war against God,” a charge unique to

Iran’s legal system.
[3]

• Reports indicate confessions were obtained under torture and trials lacked due 

process.

• Public executions are used to intimidate and deter opposition to the regime.
[4]

• The United States has condemned the actions and tied them to broader 

security concerns.

• The incident reinforces long-standing warnings from Israel and others about the 

nature of Iran’s regime.



Public Executions as a Tool of Control
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From the perspective of U.S. and Israeli officials, these actions reflect the nature of the 

Iranian regime. Israel has long warned that Iran’s internal repression is closely tied to 

its external behavior, including support for terrorist groups and hostility toward Western 

nations.

This alignment between human rights concerns and national security policy is 

significant. It shows that Iran’s internal conduct is not viewed in isolation but as part of 
[8]

a larger pattern that affects global stability.

These patterns have been documented in Iran for years. Forced confessions are often 

broadcast on state media, and defendants frequently lack basic legal protections that 

are standard in democratic systems.

The United States government strongly condemned the executions. A White House 

spokesperson described the incident as a reminder of the dangers posed by Iran’s 

leadership and reiterated that the U.S. would not allow Iran to develop nuclear 

weapons. The statement connected Iran’s domestic actions with its broader security 

threat, emphasizing that both issues stem from the same governing system.

This approach has been used repeatedly during periods of unrest. Following 
protests171 earlier in 2026, authorities moved quickly to prosecute and execute 

individuals accused of involvement. The speed of these trials and the severity of the 

punishment indicate a focus on deterrence rather than justice.

Public hangings serve a specific purpose within Iran’s system. They are meant to send 

a visible warning to the population about the consequences of dissent. By carrying out 

executions in public spaces, the government reinforces fear and discourages protest 

or opposition.
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Legal monitor Dadban reported that the accused were denied effective access to 

independent counsel, which raises questions about the legitimacy of the entire 

process.

The U.S. Response and Broader 
Implications
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1. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-execution-teen-wrestler-january-protests/

(https://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-execution-teen-wrestler-january-protests/) B

The execution of young athletes and civilians following questionable trials raises 

serious moral and legal concerns. For many observers, the use of torture and public 

executions signals a system that prioritizes control over justice.

Iran’s return to public executions, particularly in cases involving forced confessions, 

provides a clear example of the regime’s methods of control. The hanging of Saleh 

Mohammadi, Mehdi Ghasemi, and Saeed Davoudi has drawn widespread criticism 

and renewed focus on Iran’s judicial practices. These events also strengthen the case 

made by the United States and Israel (https://allyvia.org/blog/irans-1979-embassy- 

takeover-anniversary-a-reminder-of-enduring-hostility-toward-the-united-states-and- 

israel/) that Iran poses both a moral and strategic challenge.

At the same time, the international response highlights the importance of continued 

pressure on Iran regarding both human rights and security issues. The overlap 

between these areas suggests that any long-term solution will need to address both.

Moving forward, policymakers and the public should pay close attention to how Iran 

handles dissent within its borders. Increased awareness, diplomatic pressure, and 

coordination among allies remain key steps in addressing the broader issues raised by 

these actions.

4. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cqj2qgw8w08o

(https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cqj2qgw8w08o) B
5. https://iranhumanrights.org/2026/03/three-protesters-publicly-hanged-in-iran

dozens-more-at-imminent-risk-of-execution/
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2. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ce9mzn7k722o

(https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ce9mzn7k722o) B
3. https://www.christianpost.com/news/iran-executes-champion-wrestler-of-waging-
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Iran is not only active on the battlefield but also in the digital space, where influence 

campaigns aim to shape public opinion in the United States and weaken support for 

Israel. A recent report highlighted how Iranian-linked networks have posed as ordinary 

Americans online while spreading anti-lsrael messaging. This activity raises serious 

concerns about how foreign governments attempt to manipulate democratic societies. 

Understanding how these campaigns work helps Americans better evaluate what they 

see online and recognize when outside actors are trying to influence domestic 

debates.
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What the Report Found

J

How Iran’s Influence Strategy Works
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Analysis of online discussions during the early phase of military operations found that 

foreign-linked accounts generated a significant share of anti-lsrael messaging. In fact, 

these posts reportedly outperformed real American users by more than 60 million 

views.

Iran has a long track record of using covert online campaigns to influence Western 

audiences. These operations often rely on fake personas, coordinated messaging, and 

increasingly, artificial intelligence tools.

In earlier investigations, researchers found networks of accounts linked to Iran’s 

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps posting tens of thousands of messages across 

platforms like X and Instagram. These accounts frequently pretended to be Western 

users and pushed narratives critical of Israel and the United States.

• Iranian-linked networks have posed as American users to spread anti-lsrael 

narratives online.
[2]

• Foreign-generated content reportedly gained tens of millions more views than 

authentic U.S. voices.
[3]

• These campaigns aim to weaken U.S. public support for Israel and create 

internal division.

• Similar operations have been documented in past election interference and 

global conflicts.

• U.S. and Israeli officials view this as part of a broader digital conflict alongside 

military action.

[4] 
According to the report , cyber researchers identified a large volume of social media 

activity tied to Iranian-linked sources that presented itself as American opinion. These 

accounts did not openly identify as foreign actors. Instead, they adopted the tone 

language, and political framing of U.S. users to appear authentic.

This matters because social media platforms often amplify popular content. When 

foreign-produced posts gain traction, they can shape perceptions among real users 

who assume they are seeing genuine domestic opinion.
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Why This Matters for Americans
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The current campaign fits into a wider pattern of digital conflict tied to Middle East 

tensions. During periods of military escalation, online messaging becomes another 

front in the conflict.

The Broader Context: Information 
Warfare

This is especially significant in debates about Israel, where public support has long 

been a foundation of U.S. foreign policy. Efforts to artificially shift that support can 

influence policy discussions, media coverage, and even election-related discourse.
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This strategy is not random. U.S. intelligence assessments have concluded that 

[1]Iranian influence efforts aim to create division inside American society and reduce 
trust in democratic institutions. By posing as”Americans, these campaigns try to blend 

into existing political debates rather than appear as foreign propaganda.

When users encounter posts that appear to come from fellow citizens, they are more 

likely to trust and share that content. If those posts are actually produced by a foreign 

government, the result is a distorted picture of public opinion.

Foreign influence campaigns are not just a foreign policy issue. They directly affect 

how Americans understand global events and make political decisions.

At the same time, the United States and Israel (https://allyvia.org/blog/irans-1979- 

embassy-takeover-anniversary-a-reminder-of-enduring-hostility-toward-the-united- 

states-and-israel/) have invested in countering these threats. Cyber operations, public 

reporting, and platform enforcement actions have all been used to expose and remove 

fake networks. The goal is to maintain transparency and protect public discourse from 

manipulation.

[5] 
Research has shown that Iran, along with other actors, has used thousands of fake 

accounts and coordinated messaging efforts to undercut Israel and its alliance with the 

United States. These efforts often include emotionally charged language, misleading 

claims, and selective presentation of events.
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The recent findings about Iranian-linked influence campaigns highlight a growing 

challenge in the digital age. Foreign governments are actively trying to shape 

American opinion by blending into online conversations and presenting themselves as 

ordinary citizens. The evidence shows that these efforts are organized, sustained, and 

tied to broader geopolitical goals.

For readers, the next step is awareness. Questioning the origin of viral content, 

checking sources, and recognizing patterns of coordinated messaging can reduce the 

impact of these campaigns. As the United States and Israel continue to work together 

on security and stability, maintaining an informed public remains a key part of that 

effort.
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Iran's recent ballistic missile launch toward a joint U.S.-U.K. base in the Indian Ocean 

has drawn serious attention from defense officials across multiple continents. The 

event highlights Iran's military capabilities, particularly its missile range, which 

appears to exceed previous publicly stated limits. For years, Iran claimed its missiles 

were capped at about 2,000 kilometers. This new incident suggests that those claims 

were not accurate. As a result, policymakers in Washington, Jerusalem, and European 

capitals are reassessing both the scale of the threat and the steps needed to counter 

it.
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Implications for Europe
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From Israel's perspective, this confirms long-standing warnings about Iran's military 

trajectory. Israeli defense officials have consistently argued that Iran's missile and 

nuclear programs are not limited in scope and could threaten multiple regions over 

time, including eventually the U.S..

On March 21, Iran launched two ballistic missiles toward the joint American-British 

base at Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. The base sits about 4,000 kilometers from

Iranian territory, making it a significant test of long-range strike capability. According 
[4]

to reports ”, one missile was intercepted and the other failed to reach its target.

Even though the attack did not succeed, the distance alone marked a major 

development. Iran demonstrated that it can project force far beyond its immediate 

region. This matters for U.S. and allied military planning, as Diego Garcia plays a key 

role in operations across the Middle East and Asia.

One of the most immediate consequences of this development is its impact on 
[1]

Europe. A missile range of 4,000 kilometers places major European capitals ' within

reach. Cities such as Berlin, Paris, and Rome now fall inside that distance envelope.

For years, Iran publicly stated that it limited its missile range to around 2,000 

kilometers. That limit was often cited by analysts as a sign that Iran was focused on 

regional deterrence rather than global reach. The Diego Garcia launch challenges 

that claim directly, and shows the Islamic Republic regime lied to the world.

Evidence now indicates that Iran has developed ['! missiles capable of traveling 

roughly 4,000 kilometers . That is a major increase and places new areas within 

potential range. Defense experts have noted that this change alters how Iran should 

be viewed, shifting from a regional actor to one with broader strategic ambitions.
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Iran's missile launch toward Diego Garcia marks a turning point in how its military 

capabilities are understood. The increased range places new regions at risk and 

highlights the need for stronger coordination among the United States, Israel, and

Israel has developed its own layered missile defense network, including systems like 

Iron Dome, David's Sling, and Arrow. These systems have proven effective against a 

range of threats and offer a model for integrated defense. Israeli officials have long 

warned that Iran is building capabilities aimed not just at Israel but at a wider set of 

adversaries.

This alignment between U.S. and Israeli security concerns strengthens cooperation. 

Intelligence sharing, joint exercises, and coordinated defense planning are likely to 

expand as Iran's capabilities grow.

The Diego Garcia incident shows that Iran is willing to test its capabilities in ways that 

send a clear signal. Even though the missiles did not hit their target, the launch itself 

achieved a strategic effect. It demonstrated reach, challenged prior assumptions, and 

forced a reassessment among Western allies.

It also raises questions about transparency. If Iran maintained for years that its 

missile range was limited, this new evidence suggests that those statements were 

incomplete. That affects how policymakers interpret future claims about military 

programs and their intentions.

The United States remains the backbone of missile defense for both Europe and the 

Middle East. Systems such as Patriot and other interceptors have been deployed 

widely, and U.S. bases like Diego Garcia serve as strategic hubs.
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Key Takeaways
• Iran-linked financial channels have supported111 some private U.S. schools

• A Texas school reportedly1’1 used materials with extremist messaging

• Current U.S. law does not fully restrict or require disclosure of foreign funding1’1 

in private K-12 education
[4]

• The Islamic Development Bank, partly tied to Iran, has funded U.S. schools

• Lawmakers have begun addressing foreign funding transparency, though gaps 

remain

• The issue connects to broader concerns about Iran's global influence and 

ideology

The Case That Sparked Concern
The discussion gained attention during a case1-1 involving Brighter Horizons

Academy, a private Islamic school near Dallas, Texas. According to reporting, young 

students were exposed to teachings that described non-Muslims in highly negative 

terms and included references to religious conflict.

The school1’1 reportedly received close to $1 million from the Islamic Development 

Bank (IsDB), a multilateral institution in which Iran holds a voting share. While the 

funding itself was legal, the content of the curriculum raised questions about
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One of the central points raised is that current U.S. law does not fully address foreign 

funding in private K-12 education. Public schools must report large foreign

donations in some states, though private schools often fall outside these 

requirements.

At the state level, Florida has introduced measures to limit foreign influence, 

including restrictions tied to countries of concern. Yet even these laws have 

limitations when it comes to private education.

The issue calls for stronger oversight and greater transparency. One option is stricter 

reporting requirements for all schools, including private institutions. Another is 

limiting or banning foreign government-linked funding in education altogether.

Congress has taken some steps. The U.S. House of Representatives passed the CLASS 

Act, which would require public schools to disclose foreign funding above a certain 

threshold. Still, the bill has not become law and does not cover private institutions.

This legal gap creates a situation where foreign entities can contribute funds without 

full transparency, especially in private schools.

The issue goes beyond education policy. It connects to broader concerns about how 
foreign governments, including Iran, project influence1  ̂abroad. Iran's leadership has 

long promoted ideological views that conflict with Western democratic values, as 

well as with the security interests of the United States and Israel.

For the United States, the concern is not only what is being taught but also how early 

exposure to certain ideas might shape perceptions of America, its allies, and global 

conflicts.

From a U.S. and Israeli perspective, these connections matter. Both countries have 

identified Iran as a state sponsor of terrorism, and any financial pipeline connected 

to Tehran receives close scrutiny.

This case is presented as part of a broader pattern. Dozens of private schools across 

the United States may receive funding from similar sources , with limited public 

visibility into how that money is used.

Officials have repeatedly warned that Iran's influence operations extend beyond 

military activity. They include financial networks, media messaging, and educational 

outreach. From this viewpoint, the presence of Iran-linked funding in American 

classrooms is part of a larger pattern.

The Role of the Islamic Development 
Bank

National Security and Ideological 
Concerns
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oversight and accountability.

The Islamic Development Bank plays a central role in the discussion. It is a 

multinational financial institution with member countries across the Muslim world, 

including Iran. Critics point to its past financial activity, including claims that funds 

were distributed to families connected to terrorism during the Second Intifada.

The involvement151 of such an institution in American education raises serious 

concerns. Some members of the bank's leadership have faced sanctions or 

accusations related to financial misconduct or links to extremist groups.
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This debate is likely to continue as more information becomes available about

foreign funding streams and their impact on curricula.
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The question of Iran-linked funding in American classrooms highlights a complex 

intersection of education, national security, and public policy. The case points to 

gaps in oversight that allow foreign money to enter private schools with limited 

scrutiny. For the United States and its allies, including Israel, this issue reflects 

broader concerns about Iran's global activities and ideological reach.

Going forward, lawmakers may need to strengthen transparency laws and review 

how foreign funding is handled in education. Increased awareness among parents, 

educators, and policymakers will play a key role in shaping the response.
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Supporters of tighter controls argue that education is a sensitive area that should 

remain free from foreign influence tied to adversarial governments. Critics of 

restrictions often raise concerns about religious freedom and the independence of 

private schools.
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