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We’ve seen the results when leadership stands firm and sets 

the terms. When we project the full might of our military, 
our enemies understand the consequences. By meeting 

aggression with resolve, we’ve forced retreats and secured 
the kind of wins that keep our families safe. That is the 

essence of Peace through Strength. That is America First.

For decades, Iran has been targeting Americans. They have 

taken the lives of our troops, shouted ’’Death to America,” 
and funneled their resources into an arsenal designed to 

back up those threats. This isn’t just about one regime—it’s a 

global movement. With China and Russia providing the 
funding and military support to expand their reach, we are 
facing a direct assault on our security and our values.

The danger is real, and it is a challenge we must 

meet head-on.

This is how we keep America safe.

The Truth about Iran <info@email.allyvia.org> Wed, Apr 22, 2026 at 8:24 PM
Reply-To: The Truth about Iran <reply-ZZnZwS8Vhx-EcGQUrvUmJ-ncEoxfLCY6ls@email.allyvia.org>

on is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.
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Stay tuned for more updates. This is only the beginning.

Learn more at thetruthaboutiran.com

We'd be sad to see you go, but if you want to stop receiving our emails, click HERE
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China and Russia have been backing them,

THIS MATERIAL IS DISTRIBUTED BY CLOCK TOWER X LLC ON 

BEHALF OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS 

AVAILABLE AT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WASHINGTON,DC.

If you mess with America, there are consequences 

and it’s time the world remembered that.

We wanted you to be among the first to see this. Watch the 
new ad above to see the reality of the stakes we’re facing.

Once you’ve watched it, share this link with your friends. We 

need to get this message in front of as many people as 

possible.
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The war between Israel and Hamas has placed international media 

organizations under intense pressure to report quickly from one of the 

world's most dangerous conflict zones. Journalists working inside Gaza 

face real risks, severe restrictions, and constant threats from violence. 

At the same time, recent revelations about individuals presented 

internationally as journalists, but later identified by Hamas itself as 

members of its military wing, have raised serious concerns about 

media verification and propaganda.

One recent case involved Bilal Maher al-Hatoum, a Gaza-based radio 

journalist affiliated with Voice of Al-Aqsa Radio. After al-Hatoum was 

killed in an Israeli strike in May 2025, Hamas-iinked channels released 

a video honoring him not only as a media figure, but as a commander 

in Hamas's Imad Aql Battalion. The footage reportedly showed him in
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According to reports circulated on Hamas-affiliated Telegram 
channels111, Bilal Maher al-Hatoum was not only a broadcaster for 

Voice of Al-Aqsa Radio but also an operative within Hamas's armed 

The controversy goes far beyond one individual case. Critics argue that 

many international media outlets and press freedom organizations too 

often repeat claims about "journalists" killed in Gaza without fully 

examining possible affiliations with Hamas or other armed groups. 

Supporters of stricter scrutiny say this weakens public trust and allows 

terrorist organizations to manipulate global opinion. The issue has 

become one of the most disputed aspects of coverage surrounding 

the Israel-Hamas war.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Bilal Maher al-Hatoum Case

3. Hamas and Information Warfare

4. Why International Media Faces Difficult Challenges in Gaza

5. The Impact on Global Public Opinion

6. A Larger Debate About Journalism and Terror Organizations

7. Conclusion

https://factsignal.org/blog/hamas-terrorists-posing-as-journalists-expose-major-failures-in-global-media-coverage
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Key Takeaways
• Hamas-linked channels released footage[11 identifying Bilal

Maher al-Hatoum as both a journalist and a member of Hamas's 

military wing.
[2]

• The case added to concerns about militant operatives working 

under media identities in Gaza.
• Some press organizations fail to report later Hamas admissions1’1 

about militant affiliations.
[4]

• Hamas has a long history of using propaganda, media 

operations, and information warfare.
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military uniform, participating in armed training exercises, and 

delivering a martyrdom statement. The incident added to a growing 

debate over whether some members of Hamas use journalism and

media roles as cover while participating directly in militant activity.



Hamas and Information Warfare
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Voice of Al-Aqsa Radio itself has been widely viewed by analysts as 
part of Hamas's propaganda1"1 apparatus. The station has broadcast 

messaging favorable to Hamas for years and has often served as a 

communication channel during conflicts with Israel.

The case quickly drew attention online because many earlier reports 

about al-Hatoum focused only on his identity as a journalist. Critics 

argued that major international outlets either ignored or failed to 

follow up on Hamas's later acknowledgment of his military role.

Hamas has long understood the importance of media strategy in 

modern conflict. Since taking control of Gaza in 2007, the organization
Hl 

has invested heavily in messaging aimed at Arab audiences, Western 

media, and international institutions. Hamas leaders regularly use 

television interviews, social media campaigns, Telegram channels, and 

sympathetic activists abroad to shape global perceptions.

The organization's military and political branches operate closely 

together despite periodic attempts by outside observers to separate 

them. Hamas fighters have appeared in propaganda videos wearing 

military uniforms one day and civilian clothing the next. Israeli officials 

argue that this tactic is intended to complicate military targeting 

decisions and create confusion in international reporting.

The use of media figures who simultaneously hold roles within militant 

organizations creates major ethical and security concerns. International 

law provides protections for journalists in war zones because they are 

considered civilians. Those protections become far more difficult to 

apply when an individual participates directly in military activity.

This pattern has fueled accusations that global reporting on Gaza 

sometimes accepts local claims at face value without enough 
independent verification. Hamas deliberately^1 blurs the line between 

civilian and militant infrastructure, including in areas involving media, 

hospitals, schools, and humanitarian institutions.

https://factsignal.org/blog/hamas-terrorists-posing-as-journalists-expose-major-failures-in-global-media-coverage
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wing. The propaganda video released after his death portrayed him in 

combat gear associated with Hamas's Imad Aql Battalion. The footage 

reportedly included scenes of weapons training and militant activity 

alongside references to his media work.
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These reporting failures contribute to distorted perceptions111 of the 

conflict and understate Hamas's use of civilian institutions for military 

purposes. Some international organizations are too willing to accept 

information from Hamas-controlled sources without sufficient 

skepticism.

Foreign reporters rarely move freely inside Gaza during wartime. 

Hamas controls much of the territory, and journalists often depend on 

local fixers, translators, photographers, and freelance contributors to 

gather information and video.

As a result, many international outlets operate with limited ability to 

independently confirm claims made during fast-moving battles.

Casualty numbers, identities, and affiliations are frequently reported 

before full details emerge.

Images and stories from Gaza have had a major effect on international 

opinion about the war. Viral social media posts, photographs, casualty 
reports, and personal testimonies often shape reactions^1 before 

investigations can verify the facts.

Critics of international coverage argue that this system creates 
opportunities1’1 for Hamas to shape narratives. They point to cases 

where individuals initially described only as civilians or journalists were 

later identified by Hamas itself as members of armed factions.

When journalists are later identified as terrorist operatives, critics say 

the corrections receive far less coverage than the original reports. This 

can leave lasting impressions on audiences around the world.

This dependence creates a difficult environment for verification. Local 

reporters may face pressure from Hamas authorities, fear retaliation, or 

avoid reporting information that could place them in danger. Some 

journalists have openly acknowledged that criticizing Hamas inside 

Gaza can carry severe consequences.

The Impact on Global Public 
Opinion

Why International Media Faces 
Difficult Challenges in Gaza
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Public trust in journalism depends heavily on accuracy and 

transparency. When corrections or follow-up reporting are absent, 

audiences may conclude that political narratives matter more than 

factual reporting. In highly polarized conflicts, even small omissions 

can damage credibility.

The broader debate surrounding Gaza journalism touches on difficult 

ethical questions. However, cases in which Hamas itself publicly 

identifies individuals as members of its military wing create legitimate 

concerns that deserve scrutiny. Media organizations have a 

responsibility to investigate affiliations carefully and update reporting 

when new evidence emerges.

The larger issue extends beyond one individual. Hamas has spent years 

building a sophisticated propaganda system aimed at shaping 

international opinion, while journalists working inside Gaza operate 

under severe restrictions and danger. Distinguishing between 

legitimate reporters and militant operatives is not always simple, but 

accurate reporting requires careful investigation and transparency.

The case of Bilal Maher al-Hatoum has intensified scrutiny over the 

relationship between Hamas, media organizations, and international 

reporting from Gaza. Hamas's own propaganda channels presented al- 

Hatoum as a member of its military apparatus, raising questions about 

how global media outlets verify identities in conflict zones.

The issue has become even more significant since the October 7, 2023 

Hamas massacre, which killed around 1,200 people and included mass 

killings, kidnappings, and sexual violence against civilians. Hamas's 

military and propaganda operations are deeply interconnected and 

designed to influence Western public opinion.

A Larger Debate About 
Journalism and Terror 
Organizations
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Deek's background adds further weight to the appointment. He comes from the Arab-Christian community in Jaffa and 
has long been involved in that communityHis father, Yosef Deek, served as chairman of the local Christian-Orthodox 
community for many years. This personal connection gives him both credibility and insight into the needs and 

perspectives of Christian communities.

1. Key Takeaways

2. A Historic and Meaningful Appointment

3. A Clear Message from Israeli Leadership

4. Why This Matters for Christians Worldwide

5. Representation and Inclusion in Israeli Society

6. Strengthening a Strategic Relationship

7. Conclusion

Israel's relationship with the Christian world is rooted in shared histor,yfaith, and a deep connection to the land where 
Christianity began. In a significant and positive development, Israel has appointed a new special envoy dedicated to 
strengthening ties withChristian communities(https://culturavia.org/christianityin-israel-the-facts/) worldwide. This 

move reflects a clear and deliberate effort by Israel to deepen engagement with millions of Christians across the globe. 
At a time when Christian communities in many parts of the Middle East face decline and instabilities decision stands 
out as a strong statement of support, recognition, and partnership.

This is not a symbolic role. It is a strategic position aimed at strengthening real relationships between Israel and 

Christians globally

Israel Appoints Christian Envoy: A
Powerful Step in Strengthening Global 
Christian Ties

https://culturavia.org/israel-appoints-christian-envoy-a-powerful-step-in-strengthening-global-christian-ties/
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The selectiorj^f George Deek is significant on multiple levels. As Israesl'first Christian ambassador his

appointment already marked an important moment in the country'diplomatic history Now, his new role as special 
envoy to the Christian world builds on that milestone.

[1]
Israel has appointed George Deek as special envoy tc^e Christian world

Deek is Israeli first Christian amb^^ador and a member of the Arab-Christian community 

The role is designed to strengthen ties bet^en Israel and global Christian communities

The appointment reflects Israel commitment to religious inclusion and diversity

It reinforces Israeli position as a key partner for Christians worldwide

Israel. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, 
Washington, DC.
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Representation and Inclusion in Israeli Society

Strengthening a Strategic Relationship

It also helps counter misinformation by providing a direct and credible voice to Christian audiences.

Conclusion

Footnotes

2/5

Building closer ties helps reinforce that support and ensures that relationships are based on direct engagement rather 
than distant perception. The envoy role allows Israel to communicate more effectively, address concerns, and build 
partnerships.

This decision goes beyond diplomacy. It reinforces a bond that is historical, spiritual, and cultural. For Christians around 
the world, it offers reassurance that their connection to Israel remains valued and protected.

The appointment also highlights an often overlooked reality. Israel is a diverse society that includes Jewish, Muslim, 
and Christian citizens. Elevating a Christian Arab diplomat to a high-profile international role reflects that diversity.

This stands in contrast to much of the surrounding region, where Christian communities have faced significant decline 
and limited representation.

The appointment of George Deek as Israel's special envoy to the Christian world is a highly positive and meaningful 
development. It reflects Israel's commitment to strengthening ties with Christians globally, supporting religious 
diversity, and maintaining open access to shared heritage.

The message is clear. Israel is not only the birthplace of Christianity. It is actively working to maintain and deepen its 
relationship with the Christian world today.

Beyond its religious significance, the relationship between Israel and the Christian world carries strategic importance. 
Millions of Christians, particularly in the United States, maintain strong support for Israel.

Israel's Foreign Mini! 
importance Israel J| 

those ties.

It sends a message about inclusion and opportunity within Israel. Christians are not only protected 
are also able to rise to positions of national and international influence.

behind the appointment clear. He emphasized the
‘ ’ Deek would deepen

This is especially important for Christian communities in the United States, where ties to Israel are both spiritual and 

cultural. The envoy role helps ensure those connections remain strong and continue to grow.

For Christians, Israel is not just another country. It is the setting of foundational events in their faith. Maintaining a 
strong relationship with Israel allows for continued access to holy sites, preservation of religious heritage, and open 

practice of faith.

1. https://embassies.gov.il/en/news/fm-sa-ar-appoints-special-envoy-christian-world-23-apr-2026 
(https://embassies.gov.il/en/news/fm-sa-ar-appoints-special-envoy-christian-world-23-apr-2026) P

2. https://www.jpost.com/christianworld/article-894004 (https://www.jpost.com/christianworld/article-894004) P

3. https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/diplomacy/artc-israel-appoints-george-dick-as-special-envoy-to-the- 

christian-world (https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/diplomacy/artc-israel-appoints-george-dick-as-special- 
envoy-to-the-christian-world) P

4. https://themedialine.org/headlines/israel-names-veteran-diplomat-george-deek-as-first-special-envoy-to-the-  
christian-world/ (https://themedialine.org/headlines/israel-names-veteran-diplomat-george-deek-as-first-special- 
envoy-to-the-christian-world/) P

5. https://www.aipac.org/resources/israel-christian-community (https://www.aipac.org/resources/israel-christian- 
community) P
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[5]
as a minority but

[2]
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[3]
By appointing a dedicated envoy , Israel is strengthening that relationship in a direct and meaningful way. It creates 
a clear channel for communication, cooperation, and mutual understanding.

This statement reflects r c c ■ direction. Israel is actively investing in its relationships with faith communities, 
recognizing their importance ..plomatically and culturally. The appointment signals that engagement with 

Christians is a priority, not an afterthought., . . . ■, . x
\nttps://cu lturavia.org)

Why This Matters for Christians Worldwide
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Our mission is to deepen the connection between the people of the United States and Israel by celebrating shared heritage, 

strengthening cultural and faith-based ties, and expanding opportunities for meaningful engagement. We empower students, 

communities, and leaders to experience Israel firsthand, explore the stories that shaped both nations, and build lasting 

relationships rooted in respect, learning, and a shared commitment to freedom.
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(https://culturavia.org/israeli-christians-a-community-recognized

for-loyalty-and-contribution/)

(https://culturavia.org/israel-appoints-christian-envoy-a

powerful-step-in-strengthening-global-christian-ties/)

The Hezbollah Strike on a Historic Church That 
Was Met With Global Silence

Israeli Christians: A Community Recognized for
Loyalty and Contribution

Israeli Christians are increasingly serving in the IDF, reflecting 
growing integration and national contribution.

Damage to a historic Christian church by Hezbollah highlights a 
striking lack of global outrage compared to past incidents.

(https://culturavia.org/the-hezbollah-strike-on-a-historic-church

that-was-met-with-global-silence/)
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Luxury Cafes in Gaza Expose the “Genocide” Lie
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Images and videos coming out of Gaza during the war have shaped global opinion in dramatic 

ways. Much of the international conversation has focused on destruction, shortages, and 

humanitarian suffering. At the same time, another set of images has sparked growing debate 

online and in political discussions: crowded beachfront restaurants, luxury cafes, busy 

markets, and upscale social spaces operating inside Gaza during the conflict.

https://compassionpulse.org/blog/luxury-cafes-in-gaza-expose-the-genocide-lie/
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These scenes shatter the lies that Israel is carrying out a genocide against the Palestinian 

population. Genocide refers to the deliberate destruction of an entire people through 

systematic killing, starvation, or eradication. The continued existence of functioning

businesses, food markets, entertainment venues, and civilian social life in parts of Gaza rips to 

shreds the idea of an extermination campaign.

Key Takeaways
• Images111 of luxury cafes and crowded restaurants in Gaza have ripped to shreds the 

genocide lies against Israel.

• Functioning leisure businesses and commercial activity contradict claims of systematic 

extermination.
[2]

• Israel fought its war against Hamas (https://compassionpulse.org/blog/hamas- 

debunks-its-own-genocide-claim-with-the-release-of-new-casualty-figures/), not the

Palestinian civilian population.
[3]

• The genocide accusation has become one of the biggest lies used against Israel

internationally.
[4]

• Hamas benefits politically from portraying Gaza solely through scenes of devastation.

• Videos showing affluent areas and daily life in Gaza often receive far less international 

attention than destruction footage.

• The debate reflects broader disagreements over how the war is framed in global media 

coverage.
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Palestinian students studying inside a cafe in Khan Younis on April 6,2026.

Why The Word "Genocide" Matters
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Israel’s military campaign targeted Hamas following the October 7 attacks, when Hamas 

terrorists killed around 1,200 people and kidnapped hundreds more.

Videos circulating online show areas where restaurants remain open, cafes are busy, and 

civilians continue aspects of ordinary daily life. These realities cannot easily coexist with 

claims that Israel is intentionally trying to wipe out the Palestinian population.

Recent reporting111 highlighted images and videos from Gaza showing luxury cafes, crowded 

beachfront venues, and social gathering spots operating despite the ongoing conflict. This has 

undermined claims that Gaza is experiencing a genocide or total humanitarian collapse.

The accusation of genocide is not simply rhetorical. Under international law, genocide refers to 

deliberate actions intended to destroy a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group.

Israel warned civilians to evacuate combat zones, continued allowing humanitarian aid into 

Gaza throughout the war, coordinated aid corridors and pauses in fighting, and repeatedly 

stated that Hamas embeds military infrastructure within civilian areas.

https://compassionpulse.org/blog/luxury-cafes-in-gaza-expose-the-genocide-lie/
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Hamas And Information Warfare
Analysts frequently argue that Hamas fights both military and media wars simultaneously.

The Complexity Of Life Inside Gaza
None of this means Gaza has avoided suffering.
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The existence of functioning businesses and visible consumer activity in Gaza is additional 

evidence against claims of systematic extermination.

Large sections of Gaza have experienced destruction, displacement, shortages, and civilian 

casualties during the war. Many Palestinians have endured extremely difficult humanitarian 

conditions.

However, acknowledging suffering does not automatically justify labeling the conflict as 

genocide. Wars can involve destruction and civilian harm without meeting the legal definition 

of an extermination campaign.

The images of luxury cafes challenged a simplified narrative that portrays all of Gaza as 

uniformly starving, destroyed, and uninhabitable.

In addition, Hamas has historically diverted aid resources, taxed commercial activity, and 

maintained control over major economic sectors inside Gaza, complicating simplified 

portrayals of the territory.

Hamas officials have admitted that they benefit politically when international audiences see
[4] 

Gaza only through images of destruction, casualties , and suffering. This creates strong 

incentives for selective media framing that minimizes footage inconsistent with claims of total 

collapse or genocide.

Videos showing upscale cafes, beach resorts, or commercial activity receive far less attention 

in mainstream international coverage.

https://compassionpulse.org/blog/luxury-cafes-in-gaza-expose-the-genocide-lie/
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These actions are inconsistent with genocidal intent . They say civilian casualties, while 

tragic, are occurring within the context of urban warfare against a terrorist organization deeply 

embedded inside densely populated areas.

This contributes to a distorted public perception where Gaza is presented as uniformly 

devastated even though conditions vary significantly between different areas and social 

classes.
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Hamas and allied activists understand the power of these narratives and actively push them 

through social media campaigns, protests, and international advocacy networks.

That is why debates over videos, imagery, and terminology have become almost as politically 

important as battlefield developments themselves.

The continued existence of functioning businesses, leisure spaces, and civilian daily life in 

Gaza complicates simplistic portrayals of total destruction. The debate ultimately reflects a 

broader struggle over media narratives, international opinion, and the language used to 

describe one of the world's most closely watched conflicts.

The issues surrounding luxury cafes and commercial life inside Gaza reflect a much larger 

argument over how the war is portrayed internationally. These images expose major 

weaknesses in the lie that Israel is carrying out a genocide against Palestinians. They maintain 

that Israel is targeting Hamas while attempting, however imperfectly, to limit civilian harm 

during an extremely difficult urban conflict.

1. https://nypost.com/2026/05/04/opinion/luxurious-gaza-cafes-poke-quite-the-hole-in-the- 

genocide-narrative/ (https://nypost.com/2026/05/04/opinion/luxurious-gaza-cafes-poke- 

quite-the-hole-in-the-genocide-narrative/) P

2. https://www.ajc.org/news/5-reasons-why-the-events-in-gaza-are-not-genocide

(https://www.ajc.org/news/5-reasons-why-the-events-in-gaza-are-not-genocide) P

3. https://isca.indiana.edu/publication-research/research-paper-series/norman-jw-goda-

research-paper.html (https://isca.indiana.edu/publication-research/research-paper- 

series/norman-jw-goda-research-paper.html) P

4. https://www.cnn.eom/2024/06/11/middleeast/sinwar-hamas-israel-ceasefire-hostage-  

talks-intl (https://www.cnn.eom/2024/06/11/middleeast/sinwar-hamas-israel-ceasefire- 

hostage-talks-intl) P
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The fight over language has major political consequences.

[5]
If large parts of the international community accept the genocide lie , pressure on Israel

increases dramatically through diplomatic isolation, campus activism, economic boycotts, 

international legal cases, and restrictions on military cooperation.
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The report has fueled a broader discussion about whether some Gulf 

governments attempt to shape political narratives inside the United 

States while publicly describing themselves as allies. Supporters of 

stronger scrutiny argue that Americans should pay closer attention to 

foreign influence campaigns that target media, universities, think 

tanks, and political debate.
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New Report Raises 
Questions About Qatar's 
Anti-U.S. Messaging
Public debate over Qatar's role in American politics and media has 

intensified in recent years. A recent report by the Middle East Media 

Research Institute, known as MEMRI, focused attention on statements 

and online activity linked to Hamad Al-Muftah, Qatar's deputy chief of 

mission in Washington, D.C. The report argues that messaging 

promoted by Al-Muftah and other Qatar-linked voices aligns with anti- 

American, anti-Trump, and pro-lran narratives that conflict with U.S. 

interests. The issue matters because Qatar

(https://cognitura.org/blog/qatar-the-muslim-brotherhood-network- 

and-the-money-flowing-into-us-universities) presents itself as a close 

American partner, hosts a major U.S. military base, and maintains 

strong ties with political and academic institutions across the United 

States.
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Qatar occupies an unusual place in American foreign policy. The small 

Gulf state has close military ties with the United States and hosts Al 
121

Udeid Air Base , which has supported U.S. operations across the 

Middle East for years. American officials often describe Qatar as an 

important security partner. At the same time, Qatar has faced 
criticism^1 from lawmakers, analysts, and regional governments over 

its ties to Islamist movements and media figures hostile to Israel and 

the United States.

One major source of controversy is Qatar's backing of Al Jazeera, the 

influential Arabic-language media network. Critics have argued that 

parts of Al Jazeera's coverage give favorable treatment to Islamist 

groups, including Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood 

(https://cognitura.org/blog/how-islamist-networks-shape-hostile-eu- 

actions-toward-israel).

Why Qatar's Role Draws 
Attention in Washington
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2. Why Qatar's Role Draws Attention in Washington

3. The MEMRI Allegations

4. Qatar, Iran, and Regional Politics

5. Foreign Influence and the American Debate

6. Conclusion
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Key Takeaways
• A new reportU1 accused Qatar's embassy in Washington of 

promoting messaging hostile to U.S. interests.

• The report focused on statements tied to Deputy Chief of 

Mission Hamad Al-Muftah.

• Some of the messaging echoed Iranian and anti-American 

narratives.
[2]

• Qatar remains a major U.S. ally and hosts the Al Udeid Air Base , 

one of America's largest military facilities in the region.

• The controversy reflects growing concern over foreign 
influence01 efforts inside the United States.

[4]
• Questions continue about Qatar's relationships with Islamist 

groups, media outlets, and Western institutions.



Qatar, Iran, and Regional Politics
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The report pointed to praise for individuals described as "disruptors" 

who oppose American foreign policy and who strongly criticize Trump 

and his supporters. These positions went beyond ordinary political 

disagreement and reflected a broader ideological campaign.

A central issue raised in the report is Qatar's relationship with Iran. 

Qatar and Iran share the world's largest natural gas field, which has 

pushed both countries toward cooperation despite major regional 

This matters because diplomats serving in Washington are expected to 

represent the interests of their governments while maintaining 

productive ties with American institutions. Critics of Qatar argue that 

praising activists who attack the United States politically and culturally 

creates distrust about Doha's intentions.

The Qatari government has not gained its influence in Washington 
overnight. Qatar has invested heavily1’1 in lobbying firms, thinktanks, 

universities, and public relations campaigns throughout the United 

States. American universities have received billions of dollars in foreign 

funding from Gulf states over the years, with Qatar among the largest 

contributors. Supporters say these investments support education and 

diplomacy. Opponents say they can shape debate in subtle ways.

https://cognitura.org/blog/new-report-raises-questions-about-qatars-anti-u-s-messaging
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The latest MEMRI report places that broader debate inside 

Washington itself. According to MEMRI, statements linked to Qatar's 

deputy chief of mission promoted figures and ideas hostile to former 

President Donald Trump, supportive of Iran, and critical of the United 

States. The report framed this as evidence that Qatar's public 

diplomacy inside America may conflict with its official image as a 

strategic ally.

The MEMRI Allegations
MEMRI's report^ focused on Hamad Al-Muftah, a senior Qatari 

diplomat in Washington. The organization highlighted online activity 

and public comments that it said praised anti-American activists and 

promoted narratives favorable to Iran. The report also argued that 

some of the rhetoric aligned with voices that describe the United 

States as a destabilizing force in the Middle East.
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For Israel supporters, the issue goes beyond diplomacy. They argue 

that narratives spread by Qatar-backed media and activists have 

contributed to hostility toward Israel and have minimized the threat 

posed by Hamas and Iran-backed groups.

Qatar crosses into open accommodation of forces hostile to the 

United States and Israel. They point to Qatar's hosting of Hamas 

political leaders for years and accuse Doha of giving Islamist 

organizations legitimacy and media access.

The controversy surrounding the report reflects a larger concern about 

foreign influence inside democratic societies. Russia, China, Iran, and 

several Gulf states have all been accused of using media campaigns, 

lobbying, financial relationships, and online activism to shape debate 

in Western countries.

The Iran issue is especially sensitive because Tehran continues to 

attack the U.S., its interests and fund armed groups across the Middle 

East, including Hezbollah (https://cognitura.org/blog/when-terrorists- 

are-called-journalists-media-labels-hezbollah-and-the-risks-to-truth ),

Hamas, and militias in Iraq and Syria. American lawmakers view Iran as 
the leading state sponsor of terrorism^. Any perception that a U.S. ally 

is promoting narratives favorable to Iran is likely to trigger backlash in 

Washington.

Foreign Influence and the 
American Debate

https://cognitura.org/blog/new-report-raises-questions-about-qatars-anti-u-s-messaging
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The United States has traditionally welcomed foreign investment and 

international partnerships. Yet many Americans are becoming more 

skeptical about whether foreign governments are attempting to shape 

political discussions behind the scenes. Concerns about antisemitism 
[gj

on college campuses ", debates over Middle East policy, and rising 

political polarization have intensified that scrutiny.
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tensions. Unlike Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, Qatar has 

maintained open communication channels with Tehran.
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The report about Qatar's embassy in Washington has added fuel to an 

already heated debate about foreign influence, Middle East politics, 

and America's alliances in the Gulf. Qatar remains an important U.S. 

partner in military and diplomatic terms, yet its relationships with 

Islamist movements and its engagement with Iran continue to raise 

concerns among lawmakers and analysts.

The controversy surrounding Deputy Chief of Mission Hamad Al- 

Muftah highlights a larger question facing Washington: how should 

the United States respond when an ally promotes voices and narratives 

that appear hostile to American interests? That debate is unlikely to 

fade soon. As tensions across the Middle East continue, scrutiny of 

Qatar's role in American politics, media, and public life will probably 

grow stronger.

4. https://aspeniaonline.it/qatar-turkey-and-the-rebuilding-of-the- 

muslim-brotherhood/ (https://aspeniaonline.it/qatar-turkey-and- 

the-rebuilding-of-the-muslim-brotherhood/) M

5. https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/1Q/qatar-has-more-than- 

earned-u-s-condemnation-for-persecuting-religious-minorities-at 

home/ (https://www.fdd.Org/analysis/2026/03/10/qatar-has-more- 

than-earned-u-s-condemnation-for-persecuting-religious- 

minorities-at-home/) M
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Support for Israel in the United States has long been a cornerstone of the alliance between the two 

countries. That support has included bipartisan political backing, strong military cooperation, and 

broad public sympathy rooted in shared democratic values. In recent years, signs of change have 

emerged, especially among younger Americans and within certain political circles. Who is 

responsible for the decline in support? The answer is not simple, but it points to a mix of 

misinformation and shifting narratives.

https://allyvia.org/blog/sheer-hypocrisy-the-media-shifts-facts-on-israel-and-then-claims-support-for-israel-is-shifting/
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The Reality of Shifting Public Opinion

The Role of Media and Misinformation
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Polling data continues to show that a majority of Americans support111 Israel, particularly when 

compared to alternatives in the region. At the same time, that support is becoming more divided 

along generational and political lines.

This imbalance contributes to a gradual shift in perception. Over time, repeated exposure to one­

sided or incomplete narratives can influence how audiences view the conflict, even if those 

narratives are later challenged by data.

Younger Americans, in particular, are more likely to view the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through the 

lens of social justice narratives. These perspectives are often shaped by digital platforms where 

short, emotionally charged content spreads quickly. In many cases, these narratives lack context 

about the role of groups like Hamas or the broader security challenges Israel faces.

This shift does not happen in isolation. It reflects broader changes in how people consume 

information and form opinions.

• American support111 for Israel remains strong overall but shows signs of decline in some 

groups
[2]

• Media narratives and misinformation have played a role in shaping perceptions
[3]

• False or incomplete claims are spread unchallenged
[4]

• Younger audiences are more influenced by social media-driven narratives

• Fact-based engagement is necessary to rebuild informed public support

Media coverage has a significant impact on how Americans understand Israel. When reporting 
[5]

focuses heavily on allegations against Israel without equal attention to verified facts or context, it 

can create a skewed perception.

In recent conflicts, claims about humanitarian crises, military actions, and intent have often spread 

rapidly before being fully verified. Corrections, when they occur, rarely receive the same level of 

attention as the original claims.

https://allyvia.org/blog/sheer-hypocrisy-the-media-shifts-facts-on-israel-and-then-claims-support-for-israel-is-shifting/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/02/2026 8:10:21 AM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/02/2026 8:10:21 AM
5/12/26, 2:32 PM Sheer Hypocrisy: The Media Shifts Facts on Israel, and Then Claims Support for Israel is Shifting - Allyvia

Key Takeaways =



Why Facts and Accountability Matter

Conclusion

3/5

Balanced understanding requires acknowledging both humanitarian concerns and the realities of 

security threats faced by Israel.

The framing of Israel within global political discussions has also shifted. In some circles, Israel is 

portrayed primarily through the lens of progressive language, often ignoring the context of ongoing 

security threats and regional instability.

Addressing the problem requires a renewed focus on facts, context, and accountability. Israel’s 

relationship with the United States has been built on shared values and mutual interests. 

Maintaining that relationship depends on ensuring that public understanding is grounded in 

accurate information, not incomplete or misleading narratives.

This framing can obscure key facts, including repeated attacks against Israeli civilians and the role 

of terrorist groups in escalating conflict. Without that context, audiences may form opinions based 

on incomplete information.

The decline in some segments of American support for Israel reflects deeper changes in how 

information is shared and consumed. Media narratives, advocacy gaps, and the spread of 

misinformation have all contributed to this shift.

For readers, the responsibility is just as important. Questioning sources, checking facts, and 

seeking multiple perspectives can lead to a more informed understanding.

Media organizations, advocacy groups, and public figures all have a role in maintaining accuracy. 
[4]

When incorrect information spreads, it should be corrected clearly and promptly. Without

accountability, misinformation will continue to shape public opinion.

Reversing the decline in support is not about messaging alone. It depends on restoring a fact-
[2]

based conversation . Claims about Israel should be evaluated against verified data, not accepted 

based on repetition or emotional impact.
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Israel’s security strategy has always been shaped by one reality: it must be able to defend itself, by 

itself, if necessary. That principle is now taking a major step forward with a key technological and 

operational upgrade. The planned delivery of advanced aerial refueling aircraft by the U.S. marks a 

turning point in Israel’s military reach and flexibility. This is not just another defense acquisition. It is 

a move that directly strengthens Israel’s ability to act independently against long-range threats

especially the ongoing danger posed by Iran’s nuclear program (https://allyvia.org/blog/irans-race-

https://allyvia.org/blog/strategic-independence-in-the-air-why-israels-new-refueling-capability-changes-everything/
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The delivery111 of advanced refueling aircraft, such as the Boeing KC-46 Pegasus, allows Israeli 

fighter jets to travel significantly longer distances without landing. This is critical when considering 

potential targets like Iran’s nuclear weapons or ballistic missile program, which lies far beyond 

Israel’s immediate operational range.

[3]
The challenge is not just identifying the threat, but having the capability to act against it. Iran has 

invested heavily in hardening its nuclear infrastructure, placing key facilities deep underground and 

protecting them with advanced air defenses.

This development could be a “game-changer” in giving Israel greater independence in deciding 

whether and when to act against distant threats.

Until now, long-range missions required complex planning, including reliance on limited refueling 

options or indirect support. With this new capability, Israeli aircraft can refuel mid-air, extend 

mission duration, and reach distant targets with greater precision and flexibility.

Despite the success of Operation Epic Fury (https://allyvia.org/blog/operation-epic-fury-how-the-u- 

s-israel-campaign-against-iran-reinforced-american-global-supremacy/), Iran’s nuclear program 

remains Israel’s top strategic concern. Israeli defense officials have repeatedly emphasized the 

danger posed by enriched uranium stockpiles and underground nuclear facilities.

Israel is set to receive111 advanced aerial refueling aircraft from the U.S., expanding its 

operational range 
[2]

The capability enables long-distance strike missions without relying on foreign support
[3]

It strengthens Israel’s ability to act independently against Iran’s nuclear program
[4] 

The move reflects long-term planning for evolving security threats

Operational independence is central to Israel’s national defense doctrine
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to-rebuild-missiles-and-restart-its-nuclear-prograa±the-greatest-threat-to-global-peace-and-

stability/). In practical terms, it is about future-proofing Israel’s ability to respond when it matters 

most.



Learning from Past Operations
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Recent joint operations between Israel and the United States against Iran demonstrated what 

coordinated military action can achieve. Those campaigns significantly degraded Iran’s nuclear 

and missile infrastructure.

This independence is not theoretical. The capability could allow Israel to carry out strikes even if a 

future U.S. administration opposes such action.

[2]
The addition of refueling aircraft builds on that lesson. It ensures that Israel retains full control 

over its operational decisions and timing.

At the same time, they also highlighted an important lesson. While alliances are valuable, Israel 

must maintain the ability to operate independently if required.

[5]
Israel’s defense doctrine has always emphasized self-reliance. While the country maintains 

strong alliances, particularly with the United States, it does not assume that support will always be 

available in every scenario.

The new refueling capability directly supports this principle. It ensures that Israel can act even if 

political circumstances change or external support is delayed or unavailable.

In a region where threats can evolve rapidly, having the ability to act without hesitation is a 

strategic necessity.

This is why the new aircraft are not just useful. They are necessary for maintaining a credible 

military option.
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To effectively target such sites, Israel must be atjfeto conduct long-range, sustained operations. 

Aerial refueling is essential for this type of mission. Without it, the ability to strike deep into Iranian 

territory would be significantly limited.

Operational Independence: A Core Israeli 
Principle



Future-Proofing Israel’s Defense

A Clear Strategic Message

Conclusion
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Military threats do not remain static. Iran continues to adapt its strategy, including efforts to rebuild 

and protect its nuclear capabilities. Some facilities are being placed deeper underground, making 

them harder to reach and destroy.

[6] 
Israel’s response is to invest in capabilities that anticipate these changes. Long-range strike 

capacity, supported by aerial refueling, is a key part of that approach.

This is what future-proofing looks like in practice. It is not about reacting to threats after they 

emerge. It is about preparing the tools needed to address them before they reach a critical stage

The addition of advanced aerial refueling aircraft marks a major step forward in Israel’s military 

capabilities. It extends operational reach, increases flexibility, and strengthens independence in 

decision-making.

Deterrence depends on capability. When potential adversaries know that Israel has both the 

means and the willingness to act, it changes their calculations.

This development reflects careful planning and a clear understanding of future threats. Israel is not 

waiting for challenges to arise. It is preparing now to meet them on its own terms.

Most importantly, it ensures that Israel retains a viable option to act against Iran’s nuclear program 

if necessary. In a region defined by uncertainty, that capability is not optional. It is essential.

This is particularly important given longstanding concerns that a nuclear-capable Iran would pose a 

direct threat to Israel’s existence.
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The acquisition of this capability sends a message beyond the technical level. It signals that Israel 

is serious about maintaining a credible option to prevent Iran from becoming a nuclear-armed 

state.
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